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Easily available fresh water is not a limitless resource here in the middle of the Pacific.
Several locations in the state have experienced prolonged drought in recent years.
Science indicates that the likely effects of climate change in Hawai'‘i will include:

« More frequent and more severe storms that can increase runoff and siltation; but
e Overall, less rainfall in many locations and therefore less fresh water; and
« Higher temperatures that affect watershed health and can be beneficial to pests.

Hawai'i is already exhibiting telltale signs of climate change. UH’s Rainfall Atlas
catalogues a century of declining rainfall and fewer trade wind days. Summer
temperature records were broken across the state and a record number of storms took
aim at Hawai'‘i over the last few years.

In response to these conditions, we must plan and implement mitigative and adaptive
measures to ensure the resilience of our natural and human systems. Healthy Hawaiian
forests that are not overrun by invasive species act like a sponge, collecting rain and
moisture, slowly delivering fresh water into streams and aquifers, absorbing greenhouse
gases, and reducing runoff and siltation into near shore waters during storm events.
Additionally, we must improve our efficiencies and reuse of our fresh water resources.
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