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Senate Bill 686, Senate Draft 2, Relating to Education Funding

Dear Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee:

The Board of Education (“Board”) voted to testify in support of Senate Bill 686, Senate Draft 2,
which would establish an education surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor
accommodations for the purpose of funding public education.

While the Board defers to the Legislature as to the mechanics of implementing a surcharge, the
Board supports any increase in funding that will support educational programs at our public
schools.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on behalf of the Board.

Very truly yours,

Lance A. Mizumoto
Chairperson
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
PERSON TESTIFYING: Lynn Hammonds for the HTSB
DATE: Wednesday, March 15, 2017
TIME: 2:02 pm
LOCATION: State Capitol Conference Room 309
TITLE OF BILL: SB 686, SD2, RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING.

PURPOSE OF BILL: Establishes an education surcharge on residential investment properties
and visitor accommodations for the purpose of funding public education. Effective July 1, 2050.
(SD2)

Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee on Education:

The Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) supports SB686, SD2, to establish an
education surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor accommodations to
support public education.

Educating Hawaii’s Keiki must be the State’s priority if we are to have sufficient numbers
of well-educated, competent citizens to carry us forward in a global, technological future.
This means that our public schools need properly trained and licensed professional
educators in each classroom, state of the art facilities where innovative programs
including the Arts, Career and Technical Education, and STEM are offered, and students
with special and English language acquisition needs are properly supported.

I have no doubt that we can build a public education system that is second to none. It
won’t happen just because of additional funding, but that money will provide the
undisputed supports that will allow teachers to love teaching in Hawaii schools and
students to love learning. When you love what you do, you succeed. Please help Hawaii
public schools succeed.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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TESTIMONY BY WESLEY K. MACHIDA
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
ON
SENATE BILL NO. 683, S.D. 2
AND SENATE BILL NO. 686, S.D. 2
March 15, 2017
2:02 p.m.
Room 309
SB 683, S.D. 2: PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES VII AND X OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAII TO AUTHORIZE
THE LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH A SURCHARGE ON
RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENT PROPERTY AND VISITOR
ACCOMODATIONS TO INCREASE FUNDING FOR PUBLIC
EDUCATION

SB 686, S.D. 2: RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING

Senate Bill No. 683, S.D. 2, proposes to amend the Constitution of the State of
Hawaii to authorize the Legislature to establish a surcharge on residential investment
property and visitor accommodations in order to fund public education. To implement
the constitutional amendments, Senate Bill No. 686, S.D. 2, amends Chapter 302A,
HRS, and establishes an education surcharge on residential investment property and
visitor accommodations, specifies the uses of the surcharge for public education, sets
the amount of the surcharge to be collected by the counties, and establishes the
Education Special Fund.

The Department of Budget and Finance offers the following comments on these
bills. Under the Hawaii Constitution, the State has total responsibility for many functions

that are performed by or shared by local governments in most other parts of the United

States. These include the public school system, libraries, public welfare, and jails, etc.
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The counties’ major areas of responsibility and expenditure are for primarily
property-related services, such as police and fire protection, waste disposal, water and
sewer facilities, streets and parks.

Because of this division of responsibilities, the Hawaii Constitution appropriately
assigns to the counties the exclusive use of real property taxation. Using the property
tax to fund a State function as proposed in these bills represents a fundamental
departure from the current constitutional structure of functions and revenue sources.

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony.
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TO: The Honorable Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair

House Committee on Judiciary

FROM: Mike White / ’/‘ :
Council Chair

SUBJECT: HEARING OF MARCH 15, 2017; TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO

SB 686, SD 2, RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to this measure. The purpose of
this bill is to establish an education surcharge on residential investment properties and
visitor accommodations for the purpose of funding public education.

The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take a formal position on this
measure. Therefore, I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual
member of the Maui County Council.

I submit this testimony also in opposition to SB 683 SD 2, which would seek to amend
the Constitution of the State of Hawaii to facilitate the establishment of the surcharge.

I oppose this measure for the following reasons:

1. Although the Department of Education receives almost 20 percent of the entire

budget of the State of Hawaii, the administrators, teachers, students and
advocates of this bill have legitimate reasons to demand more funding to provide
quality education for our keiki. But the proposed measure before you is flawed,
which is why I implore the legislature to defer this bill.

. Real property taxes are counties’ primary and largest source of revenue to fund

county programs. The counties this year are anticipating substantial salary
adjustments for all bargaining units, which we are obligated to fund regardless
of our position. Raising property taxes is our only reasonable option to balance
our budget.

. Increasing costs of visitor-related programs like transportation, sewer and water,

fire, police, and parks maintenance continue to be a challenge because the
counties don’t receive their fair share of the transient accommodations tax. To
pay for these services, the residents will continue to be burdened and face
potential increases in real property taxes.

Director of Council Services
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The bill mandates the counties to administer and collect the property surcharge
for education without identifying how the counties are to fund this mandate. Have
the proponents of this measure given any thought to how the new tax will be
administered and who will bear those costs? Without a clear implementation
plan and associated funding, the risk is that the burden will fall solely upon
county residents. We urge you to defer this bill and consider the magnitude of its
impact.

. In many mainland communities, local real estate taxes are used to support local

schools. The communities decide for themselves what they can afford and tax
their residents accordingly. In Hawaii, funding and administration of schools are
handled centrally by the state with little to no input from the counties or local
residents. The premise of this bill that requires the counties to fund schools
without having a greater say in the way that monies are spent ignores the
importance of the community’s right to guide education decisions and smacks of
paternalism.

For the foregoing reasons, I oppose this measure.

ocs:proj:legis: 17legis: 1 7testimony:sb686_sd2
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March 14, 2017

Representative Roy Takumi
Consumer Protection & Commerce
Hawai'i State Capitol

Honolulu, H 96813

Dear Chair Takumi and members;

RE: SB 686 SD 2
Relating to Education Funding

As a former teacher myself, | fully appreciate the efforts of this Legislature to
properly fund education. However, | cannot support SB686, SD1, and must speak
against it.

Effect on Real property tax. The County of Hawaii, as is true of the other
counties, has little or no control over its revenue except in one area, reai property taxes,
and the County relies overwhelmingly on real property taxes to fund its operations. The
burden of that tax can be heavy for many residents, but since it is virtually the only tool
we have, we use it the best we can.

A surcharge on residential investment properties would obviously limit County
options and make it even more difficult to balance our budgets. Therefore, we have to
jealously guard this taxing authority, and ask that you not breach this line of authority.

Effect on TAT. Given our County's limited resources, we are fortunate that the
Legislature has seen fit to allow the counties to share in the TAT. That has been a great
help, and we thank you for it.

However, this source of revenue is under constant pressure, and even this
session the Legislature will be asked to increase the counties’ share of TAT so that we
can better serve our constituents and visitors. The TAT pie can only be divided into so
many pieces, and a surcharge on visitor accommodations, even for the most noble of
purposes, will obviously limit what can be raised and spent elsewhere.

County of Hawai'i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Please do not deprive the counties of this needed source of revenue, by dividing
the pie even further.

Respectiully,

Mayor

County of Hawar i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017; 2:02 PM

TO: THE HONORABLE JUSTIN H. WOODSON, CHAIR
THE HONORABLE SHARON E. HAR, VICE CHAIR
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

FROM: ROY K. AMEMIYA, JR., MANAGING DIRECTOR
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON SB686, SD2, RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING

The City and County of Honolulu (City) submits comments on SB686, SD2 which
establishes an education surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor
accommodations for the purpose of funding public education. While the City recognizes
that funding for public education is important and necessary, the City is profoundly
aware of the burdens of taxation. Further, the City was not consulted on this proposal
which resulted in incorporating data requirements and definitions that do not exist within
the City's property tax records.

Substantial Administrative Costs Bourne by Each County:

The proposed additional responsibilities of administration and collection of these
surcharges imposed upon the counties will be a tremendous burden. The five percent
of gross proceeds is insufficient to offset the additional costs the City will incur due to
the need for additional personnel to assess the education surcharge and handle any
appeals, computer system modifications, printing and mailing costs associated with the
provision of notice to property owners, and other requisite costs.

DOTAX Should Collect the Surcharge on Visitor Accommodations:

This measure requires each county to collect the education surcharge levied on
visitor accommodations in its county. The education surcharge is based upon the daily
rate of furnishing each visitor accommodation, rather than the real property tax
assessed value of the property used for visitor accommodations. Instead, this



SB686 SD2 Testimony
Page 2

surcharge is similar to the transient accommodations tax levied on visitor
accommodations, which is administered by the Department of Taxation.

Adverse Impact on Affordable Rental Housing:

The City has a significant shortage of affordable rental housing. While this
measure imposes an additional surcharge on owners of residential investment
properties who own more than one residential investment property valued at more than
$2,000,0000 and visitor accommodations, this will still have a substantial impact on the
affordable rental housing market. Landlords will pass this additional cost onto tenants
through the form of increased rent because the supply of housing is very scarce.
Increasing the cost of housing does not significantly impact investor speculation and
investment in Oahu's housing market because, again, the housing supply is very
scarce. This measure provides an increase to the funding of public education at the
expense of affordable rental housing.

The City urges this committee to consider this measure's impact on affordable
rental housing and the additional, substantial burdens imposed on the counties. Thank
you for your consideration of these comments.
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON Execupipert Holck
EDUCATION

RE: SB 686, SD 2 - RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

COREY ROSENLEE, PRESIDENT
HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii State Teachers Association strongly supports SB 686, SD 2, relating
to education funding.

Hawail shortchanges its public schools. While our state’s per-pupil spending of
$11,823 ranks 17th in the nation when compared to other states in raw dollars,
comparison with school districts of similar size and demographics yields different
results. Mainland districts with high costs of living are typically urban and
averaged with with rural districts experiencing lower costs of living in statewide
analyses. When comparing school districts of similar size, Hawai‘i, the nation’s only
statewide school district, ranks 227th in per-pupil funding before adjusting for cost
of living. A comparison of spending per pupil in America’s largest school districts
shows the following:

DISTRICT | Wash. NewYork | Boston, | Pittsburgh | Cincinnati | Detroit,
D.C. City, NY | MA , PA , OH MI
AMOUNT | $26,661 | $25,061 $22,76 | $22,600 $22,157 $18,361
2

Hawaii’s major private schools, on the other hand, average $15,173 in per-pupil
spending. When Catholic schools are removed, private school spending jumps to
nearly $19,173 dollars per student, sans endowment funds that further boost their
baselines. As Punahou President Jim Scott revealed in 2014, "The real cost of our



education per student is $26,000,” with the school’s endowment standing then at
$235 million and fundraising operations earning $12-$15 million more each year.

At the same time, we are facing a teacher shortage crisis. Insufficient funding has
led to a teacher shortage crisis. From 2011 to 2014, the DOE suffered an average of
359 unfilled vacancies per year. Yet, departmental data showed 531 vacancies for
the 2016-2017 school year, a 45 percent increase from the 2013-14 school year.

While many factors influence teachers’ decisions about whether or not to remain in
their classrooms, low salaries are undoubtedly a primary driver of teacher turnover.
In an analysis performed by HSTA, Hawai'i’s beginning teacher salaries were found
to be approximately $4,000 lower than average, while our state’s highest salaries
are roughly $15,000 lower than average. We found that the biggest salary disparity
encapsulates teachers with 10 to 20 years of service, whose salaries are $15,000 to
$20,000 lower than their counterparts in comparable districts. When comparing the
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overall average of teacher salaries adjusted for cost of living, both nationwide and in
comparable districts, Hawai’i teachers are the lowest paid in the nation.

By levying a surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor
accommodations, we can raise over $500 million each year for education without
placing an unfair financial burden on local residents. We can create class sizes that
allow teachers to connect with their students, expand whole child education to
include career and technical education and the arts, increase resources for special
needs students, and provide professional pay that reflects the value of our
hardworking teachers. We can also make Hawai'i more affordable. Over the past
two decades, the pricing of housing in the islands has skyrocketed. Townhome
prices have increased nearly 400 percent since 2001, with the average cost of a
single-family home now exceeding $720,000. According to the Department of
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism, foreign nationals pay roughly 64
percent more than Hawai’i residents for homes, with luxury apartment buildings
being built in Kaka’ako advertising prices that, in some cases, average to over $3
million per unit. Our state's high cost of housing and renting is driven by real estate
speculators using the islands as their personal Monopoly board. In levying a
surcharge on investment properties and incentivizing low-income rentals, we not
only advance our children's future, but ensure that they aren't priced out of
paradise.

The time for talking about the problems in our school system is over. It is time to
act. To build the schools our keiki deserve, the Hawaii State Teachers Association
asks your committee to support this bill.
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TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 686, SENATE DRAFT 2, RELATING TO
EDUCATION FUNDING

House Committee on Education
Hon. Justin H. Woodson, Chair
Hon. Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair

Wednesday, March 15, 2017, 2:02 PM
State Capitol, Conference Room 309

Honorable Chair Woodson and committee members:
I am Kiris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy

organization that currently boasts over 350 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this
testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 686, SD 2, relating to education funding.

In comparison to school districts of similar size and demographic composition, Hawai‘i,
ranks 227th in per-pupil funding before adjusting for cost of living, at $11,823 per child.
Washington D.C., New York City, Boston, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati school districts, for
example, spend nearly twice as much as Hawai’i per pupil, at well over $22,000 to over $26,000
per student. Similarly, local private schools, discounting Catholic institutions, spend nearly
$19,173 dollars per student, with Punahou President Jim Scott revealing, in 2014, “The real cost
of our education per student is $26,000,” owing to the school’s then-total endowment of $235
million and fundraising operations of $12-$15 million annually.

Moreover, at the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year, media outlets widely reported
that the DOE faced 625 vacant teaching positions. While the Department of Education currently
includes the percentage of teaching positions filled on the first day of school as a statewide
indicator in its strategic plan, this statistic does not detail the quality or competency of the teachers
filling vacant positions. The number of new teachers hired who have not completed a teacher
education program has increased from 125 for the 2011-2012 school year to 241 for the 2015-2016
school year. Over the same period, the number of teacher resignations has increased from 624 in
2011-2012 to 781 in 2015-2016, while the total number of voluntary teacher separations has
increased from 934 in 2011-2012 to 1,075 in 2015-2016. In short, hundreds of teachers are leaving
the workforce each year at an accelerating pace, while the DOE does not have enough trained and
licensed teachers in waiting to fill the holes they leave. Accordingly, we must raise Hawai’i’s last-
in-the-nation cost of living adjusted teacher pay as a means of addressing the problem. Studies
I ——
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have shown that as teacher pay increases, so, too, does student achievement. A Stanford University
study found that “raising teacher wages by 10 percent reduces high school dropout rates by 3
percent to 4 percent,” while a study of Florida showed that pay raises reduced teacher attrition by
as much as 25 percent for hard-to-fill subject areas, with children’s learning growth gaining from
more exposure to experienced educators. Recently, the Hawai’i State Teachers Association
performed a study of teacher compensation in comparison with mainland peer districts. HSTA
found that teachers’ wages are $4,000 to $20,000 below that of their mainland peers before
adjusting for cost of living. Put simply, to reduce teacher turnover, we must pay educators what
they’re worth.

We are especially heartened by this measure’s possibilities for making Hawai’i more
affordable. Hawai’i residents face the highest housing costs in the nation, at more than twice the
national average. According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition’s Out of Reach 2016
report, a full time worker would need to earn $34.22/hour to afford a two-bedroom apartment at
fair market value in our state, with Honolulu experiencing a 67 percent increase in fair market rent
between 2005 and 2015. Average rent for a two-bedroom unit surpassed $2,100 in 2015, with
average rent for a 900-square-foot exceeding $2,200 in 2016. In the past three years alone,
Honolulu rent has increased 23.5 percent. While 47 percent of Hawai’i residents are renters (a
number that does not include individuals and families renting outside of the regulated rental
market), they earn an average wage of $14.49/hour, scarcely enough to meet their basic needs.
One out of every four households in Hawai’i report that they are “doubling up” or are three
paychecks or less away from being homeless, according to the Hawai’i Appleseed Center for Law
and Economic Justice. Moreover, 54 percent of households are cost-burdened, meaning that they
pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing costs.

We are in the midst of an affordable housing crisis. For context, our state’s cost of housing
has skyrocketed over the last decade, leaving many families searching for affordable alternatives,
in shelters, or on the streets. The median price of condominiums on O’ahu increased 8.3 percent
in 2016 to $390,000, while the median price for single-family homes increased by 6.5 percent to
$735,000, according to the Honolulu Board of Realtors. The cost of a four-bedroom home in urban
Honolulu now exceeds $1.1 million. At least 40 percent of residences in Hawai’i are owner
unoccupied, according to the Hawai’i Housing Finance and Development Corporation, meaning
that nearly 50 percent—and by some estimates well over half—of Hawai’i homes are investment
properties. Many of those properties are owned by mainland and foreign buyers, whose real estate
market speculation is a prime driver of Hawai’i’’s highest-in-the-nation cost of housing.

Housing costs are driven largely by real estate speculators, who use Hawai’i as their
personal luxury row. We must ask ourselves: do we want to continue catering to people who live
outside of Hawai’i, but have the resources to maintain a home here, too? Or do we want to create
a first-rate education system for our children? According to a study released in May of 2016 by
the Hawai’i Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism, there are “clear
I ——
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distinctions” between the average price of homes bought by local residents, mainlanders, and
foreigners. Analyzing purchases made between 2008 and 2015, DBEDT found: “The average sale
price was highest among foreign buyers. The average sale price of the total of 5,775 homes sold
to foreign buyers from 2008 to 2015 was $786,186, 28.3 percent higher than the average sale price
to the mainlanders ($612,770) and 64.7 percent higher than the average sale price to local buyers
($477,460).” Thus, this constitutional amendment directly impacts real estate speculators driving
up housing and, in turn, rental prices in Hawai’i, i.e. those most responsible for pricing families
keiki out of paradise.

That said, to advance the state’s goal of providing affordable housing to working families
and lower-income individuals, we, with our strategic partners at the Hawai’i State Teachers
Association, recommend making two amendments to SB 686, SD 1. First, we urge you to increase
the exemption for rentals on page 19, line 1 of the bill to apply to any property rented for less than
$2,500, an amount that is roughly $300 to $500 greater than the current median rental price for
urban Honolulu. Second, we encourage you to add a new exemption to the bill for “property
designated for low-income rental housing that is subject to a regulatory agreement,” assuring that
this proposal does not impede the state’s and counties’ ability to meet the housing needs of families

earning 60 percent of area median income or less.

All children deserve a chance at a brilliant future. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in
support of this bill.

Sincerely,

Kris Coffield
Executive Director
IMUAlliance

___________________________________________________________________________________________]
___________________________________________________________________________________________]
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The House of Representatives
The Twenty-Ninth Legislature
Regular Session of 2017

To:  Rep. Roy Takumi, Chair Rep. Sharon Har, Vice-Chair

Date: March 15,2017
Time: 2:02 p.m.

Place: Conference Room 309
Hawaii State Capitol

RE: Senate Bill 686 SD2, Relating to Education Funding

Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee:

Rental By Owner Awareness Association (RBOAA) is a Hawaii non-profit corporation founded in 2011,
with over 1000 members. Our mission is to provide Hawaii vacation-rental property owners with
information to help them comply with the applicable State and County regulations, support the Hawaii
economy by offering visitors choice in accommodation, and advocate for the rights of Hawaii vacation
property owners. RBOAA members provide transient vacation rentals in full compliance with existing tax
and County regulations. RBOAA fully supports enforcement of existing regulations.

RBOAA must OPPOSE the bill.

This bill puts the onus on to the Counties to collect a tax on transient vacation rentals
which is then remitted to the State. The irony is not lost on us.

1. All counties already charge a higher property tax rate on properties being used as
transient vacation rentals and those not owner-occupied. These new surtaxes will add
an onerous burden on to property owners already taxed at a higher rate.

This chart provides examples of rates charged per $1000 of value for owner-occupied
dwellings and non-owner occupied dwellings, including those in resort zones.

Current Current
Owner Non-owner
Occupied occupied
CC Honolulu $3.50 $12.90 3.7x
Maui $2.70 $8.71 3.2x
Kauai $3.05 $8.85 2.9x
Hawaii $6.15 $10.85 1.8x

29 S Kukul Prace, KiHel, HI 96753




2 SB683 SD1 RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING

2. $1.73 billion of property tax is raised in the State annually based on $292.6 billion
dollars of property tax assessed value. Looking at the sub-categories of residential
investment, time share and vacation rental, the categories targeted by this bill,
together these categories pay $60 million of property tax based on $5.9 billion dollars
of assessed value. This subset of taxpayers represents 2.0% of the assessed value but
3.5% of the property tax paid.

a. Source: https:// www.realpropertyhonolulu.com/rpa-report/

3. The bill should be amended to change the definition of residential investment
property to exclude transient accommodation. As it is currently worded, vacation
rental property owners are the only taxpayers to bear the burden of both the
residential surcharge and the visitor accommodation surcharge.

4. The proposed new surcharge on visitor accommodation is administratively
burdensome.  There is already a mechanism to collect taxes on transient
accommodation. There is no benefit to setting up a second tax collection system.

5. The property tax system is currently structured based on appraised values of property.
The property tax system is not designed to tax transactions. Neither the property tax
system nor the transient accommodation tax system are designed to track ever
changing prices or to track phantom transactions even though this bill proposes a tax
regardless of occupancy.

An impact study should be performed on the tourism industry to determine the price point
where tourism volume is negatively impacted by additional surcharges. While most
industries are subject only to GET, tourism is subjected to both the GET and the TAT, as
well as paying already higher property taxes. Otherwise, this bill amounts to little more
than an attack on the most despised industry in Hawaii — tourism.

Please do not create bad taxation policy in the interests of political popularity.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Sincerely,

Neal Halstead
President,
Rental by Owner Awareness Association

29 S Kukul PLace, KiHel, HI 96753



March 15, 2017

TO: COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
REPRESENTATIVE ROY TAKUMI, Chair Committee on Education
REPRESENTATIVE SHARON HAR, Vice-Chair Committee on Education

FR:  American Resort Development Association (ARDA) Hawaii
Blake Oshiro, Acting Executive Director

RE: Senate Bill 686, SD2 Relating To Education - Oppose

Senate Bill 683, SD2 Proposing Amendments To Articles VIl And X Of The
Constitution Of The State Of Hawaii To Authorize The Legislature To Establish A
Surcharge On Residential Investment Property And Visitor Accommodations To
Increase Funding For Public Education — Oppose

Dear Chair Takumi, Vice-Chair Har, and Members of the Committee on Education:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on the proposed Constitutional Amendment and the
statutory counterpart bills. On behalf of the American Resort Development Association
(ARDA) Hawaii, the time share association, we respectfully oppose these bills.

While the discussion and policy decisions about the proper level of funding for public
education is an important one that has been ongoing for several years, the approach taken
in these bills seeks to have one sector of the economy bear that burden. This is an unfair
targeting of one industry to be taxed. While this does not necessarily mean ARDA-Hawaii
supports a large broad-based tax increase, it is much more reasonable for our community to
engage in policy discussion on the amount and source of education funding. Moreover,
these proposals single-out one area and type of property and property owners/users to
have to pay these fees for services and programs which do not have a direct nexus to the
surcharge that is sought to be imposed.

Our tourism industry remains the state’s top economic driver. Unfortunately, our other
important economic driver, the military support and spending, is also tenuous and uncertain
due to changes at the federal level in the past few years including sequestration, the
elimination of earmarked appropriations or “pork-barrel” projects, and loss of congressional
seniority. This compounded by an uncertain and yet to be determined approach by the new
federal Administration. As such, additional targeted fees or taxes on our visitor
accommodations has the potential to drag down our tourism market momentum and inhibit
Hawaii’s continued cost-competitiveness as a sought-after tropical destination.

It is for these reasons that ARDA-Hawaii must respectfully oppose these bills. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify.

984077v1/10167-3
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Dear Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee,

The Maui Hotel & Lodging Association (MHLA) is the legislative arm of the visitor industry. Our membership
includes over 175 property and allied business members in Maui County — all of whom have an interest in the
visitor industry. Collectively, MHLA’s membership employs over 25,000 residents and represents over 19,000
rooms. The visitor industry is the economic driver for Maui County. We are the largest employer of residents
on the Island - directly employing approximately 40% of all residents (indirectly, the percentage increases to
75%).

MHLA opposes SB686 SD2, which establishes an education surcharge on residential investment properties and
visitor accommodations for the purpose of funding public education.

Keeping our costs level is critical to our ability to compete against other sun destinations, especially now when
we are seeing an increased amount of competition with new resort locations and other destinations’ deeply
discounted air/hotel packages. The State permanently raised the Transient Accommodations Tax where guests
now pay a TAT of 9.25 percent. Coupled with the General Excise Tax, guests pay a 13.41 percent tax on the
Neighbor Islands and 13.96 percent on O‘ahu. Hawai‘i has reached the point where high business costs and tax
rates make it increasingly difficult for business to be profitable and competitive, both domestically and
internationally.

Last year’s (2016) visitor spending brought in $15.6 billion to the State, with the state’s tax take equaling $1.82
billion. Of that sum, TAT revenues alone accounted for nearly $447 million for the state’s general fund last
fiscal year. The hospitality industry should not be seen as an infinitely taxable entity. While the TAT was
originally established to promote and market the visitor industry, it has since become a major source of revenue
for purposes other than originally intended.

Maui Hotel & Lodging Association is opposed to raising taxes and leveraging extra fees on the visitor industry.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

1727-B Wili Pa Loop * Wailuku, HI 96793 * 808/244-8625 * 808/244-3094 fax * info@mauihla.org
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TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII
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SUBJECT: REAL PROPERTY, TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS, Education Surcharge
on Residential Investment Properties and Visitor Accommodations

BILL NUMBER: SB 686; SD-2 [Implementing Legislation]; SB 683, SD-2 [Constitutional
Amendment]

INTRODUCED BY: Senate Committees on Ways and Means and Judiciary and Labor

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Proposes a substantial surcharge on real property tax for residences
where the home exemption is not claimed, and on transient accommodations. Proposes a
constitutional amendment, because the surcharge would not be constitutional now. With a tax
increase of this magnitude, economic ripple effects are likely to be enormous. We also question
why such a massive increase is being sought given that the Department of Education already has
a gargantuan share of the State budget but is still beset with such issues as frustrated teachers and
students roasting in our classrooms.

Regarding the constitutional amendment language, we do not recommend returning the language
to the “mandatory funding” language in HB 182 HD 2.

Also regarding the constitutional amendment language, either limits should be written into the
amendment or the voters should be apprised that they are voting only on granting power to the
legislature to impose a state level real property tax surcharge, with no limitations on that power.

SYNOPSIS: Levies a surcharge on all “residential investment” property in the State of Hawaii
as follows:

Property value Surcharge per $1,000 of total property

value
$2,000,000 and over $7.50

Residential investment property is defined as all realty and all machinery and other mechanical
or allied equipment and the foundations thereof, that is dedicated for residential use for which the
owner does not qualify for a homeowner’s exemption.

Exemptions are provided for: (1) property rented for an amount of $1,500 or less per month;

(2) property rented to a person or household qualifying for the federal public housing program;
(3) property rented to a person or household receiving rental assistance through the state rent
supplement program; (4) property rented to a resident aged 65 or older, if the resident's annual
income is less than $75,000; (5) leases under the Hawaiian Homestead Act of 1920; (6) property
rented to a person who is blind or deaf, or a person totally disabled, as defined in HRS section
235-1, whose medical condition is verified by an appropriate medical professional; (7) property
rented to a totally disabled veteran; (8) property used exclusively for charitable purposes;
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(9) property used for school purposes; (10) property owned by a nonprofit corporation to which
admission is restricted by corporate charter to members of a labor union or government
employees' association; (11) property dedicated to public use by the owner, which dedication has
been accepted by a government entity and notice of that acceptance is recorded in the bureau of
conveyances; (12) property that has been set aside for public use for a period of not less than ten
years after enactment of this section; and (13) property owned by any entity granted a transient
accommodations tax exemption under section 237D-3.

A person who is eligible for a county homeowner's exemption on property tax who also owns
more than one residential investment property shall be entitled to designate which residential
investment property owned by that person shall be exempt.

An exemption shall only be granted for a residential investment property or a visitor
accommodation for which every owner or ownership interest qualifies for one or more
exemptions.

Levies a surcharge on visitor accommodations in the State of Hawaii as follows:

Daily price Surcharge per da |
Less than $150 $3.00
$150 or more $5.00

Visitor accommodations are defined as all transient accommodations pursuant to section 237D-1,
resort time share vacation units pursuant to section 237D-1, and any other dwelling or lodging
located in the State and let by an owner or operator for less than one hundred eighty

days. Visitor accommodations shall not include any facility owned or used by a government
agency, school or college dormitory, homeless facility pursuant to section 346-361, or tenement
home, group home, group residence, group living arrangement, boarding house, certified
pursuant to section 445-94.

Obligates the counties to collect the surcharge, but provides that they may retain 5% of the
amount collected to reimburse the county for the costs of assessment, collection, and disposition
of the education surcharge incurred by the county.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The implementing legislation is effective July 1, 2050.

STAFF COMMENTS: The real property tax increases being proposed are substantial. For a
residential investment property valued at $2 million in Honolulu, for example, the real property
tax would be $6,000 and the surcharge would be $7,500, for a total of $13,500, more than
doubling the tax bill.

Some have sought to justify the dramatic effects upon the real property tax wrought by this bill
by the argument that low property taxes are a bad thing. The preamble in HB 1735 (2016), for
example, said:

The legislature finds that Hawaii has the lowest property taxes in the nation. Although
this makes sense for low- and middle-income residents who own an average single-
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family home, this causes the counties to potentially forego additional tax revenue from
high-value homes and second homes.

The legislature further finds that many individuals and families who spend time in
Hawaii are owners of high-value properties and do not pay state income tax, instead
maintaining resident status in another state with a lower income tax rate. However, these
individuals still use Hawaii’s infrastructure and services, and thus should pay their fair
share.

The legislature also finds that low property taxes can incentivize development of high-
end, high-value properties, contributing to the high cost of land in Hawaii, driving up the
cost of living and exacerbating our affordable housing and homelessness issues.

The conventional wisdom as to why Hawaii has low real property taxes is that most other states
provide schools at the city or county level, requiring them to be funded by a municipal funding
source like a property tax. Hawaii has a state-run school system, which is funded by state
funding sources like the income tax and the GET.

Are the counties suffering because they are forgoing tax revenue? The counties set property tax
rates by ordinance and look at rate levels during every budget cycle. Honolulu and Kauai, for
example, enacted major changes to their property tax systems in 2013. If the counties are
forgoing revenue, they are doing it by their own choice.

Do nonresidents fail to pay their fair share in income tax? Our income tax is like the tax systems
in most other states. Nonresidents get taxed on income with its source in Hawaii. Residents get
taxed on income regardless of source BUT get a credit for tax paid to another state or country on
income that has its source in that state or country. So, a taxpayer’s tax, resident or not, depends
on where the income comes from and whether other jurisdictions are also taxing it. This kind of
system has been upheld as meeting the requirements in the U.S. Constitution. See, for example,
Comptroller of the Treasury of Maryland v. Wynne, 575 U.S. _ (2015). If that system fails to
tax people fairly, why do most states with an income tax use it?

Do low property taxes lead to development of high-end properties that then drive up the cost of
land and therefore the cost of living? And if so, is the remedy for this higher taxes which can
and do drive up the cost of living by themselves? Land costs more because we’re on an island in
paradise. Folks are willing to pay decent money to live here part of the time even if they might
not want to live here permanently. Indeed, our tourism authority actively encourages potential
tourists to come here. So property is going to cost more here than the same square footage in
places where transient rental is less of a factor.

A tax increase of any magnitude in Hawaii’s fragile economy will, no doubt, have a negative
impact as costs soar due to higher taxes. As costs and overhead increase, employers must find
ways to stay in business by either increasing prices to their customers or cut back on costs. This
may take the form of reducing inventory, shortening business hours, reducing employee hours, or
even laying off workers. A tax increase of any magnitude would send many companies,
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especially smaller ones, out of business taking with them the jobs the community so desperately
needs at this time.

While the teachers believe that they have not been given a fair shake at the negotiating table, that
is an issue that should be resolved at the table and not by asking for tax increases or an
earmarked source of funding. It is up to the teachers to ask for what money is available just like
any other collective bargaining units. Although public employee union leaders complain about
how the public employees should not be asked to bear the brunt of the downturn in the economy,
they seem to ignore the fact that employees in the private sector have taken hits early and often,
with many of them either working shorter hours or having taken pay cuts if they are working at
all. A recent analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis data done by the Grassroot Institute of
Hawaii,' for example, showed that Hawaii teachers make low wages and benefits, 42nd in the
nation, but that Hawaii’s private sector workers made the lowest wages and benefits nationally
when adjusted for cost of living.

Teachers do have a legitimate complaint that should demand the attention of lawmakers and
Board of Education members, namely that teachers are being asked to do more and more
administrative paperwork and are spending less and less time in the classroom. If nothing else,
the funds that are being appropriated to the DOE are failing to reach the classroom because of
the top-heavy administrative structure of the department that demands reports and schedules and
evaluations to justify the role of administrators. The frustration of classroom teachers is that they
spend too much time filling out forms and reports and not enough time in the actual

classroom. Unfortunately, with more than $1.5 billion in its budget and more than 20% of the
general fund budget, teachers are frustrated, and kids are roasting in the schools. The department
of education still cannot get it right. Until it does, there is little justification for an increase of
financial resources let alone a massive tax increase as proposed.

HB 182, HD-2 SB 683, proposed to amend the Constitution to say that the State “shall make
sufficient sums available” for public education instead of ““shall provide” for public education.
This change is dangerous, because the language is identical with that in Hawaii Const. Art. XII,
sec. 1 which enabled the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to mount a court challenge to the
sufficiency of the amount appropriated to the agency. Chad Blair, Judge: State Must Fund
Hawaiian Home Lands, Civil Beat (Honolulu), Mar. 2, 2016, available at
http://www.civilbeat.org/2016/03/judge-state-must-fund-hawaiian-home-lands/.

It also may create constitutional issues because the title of the bill does not fairly apprise the
reader that it is going to change the Department of Education to mandatory funding.

The mandatory funding language was removed by WAM in coming up with the draft now before
this Committee.

Also regarding the constitutional amendment, it is troubling that there are no limits on the
proposed tax.

! http://www.grassrootinstitute.org/2017/01/islanders-shouldnt-be-taxed-extra-for-teacher-bonuses/
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As mentioned above, the current version of SB 686, the implementing legislation, would if
approved impose a surcharge of $7.50 per $1,000 of property value on “residential investment”
properties that are valued at $2 million or more. But if the constitutional amendment is
approved, there is no reason why legislators can’t change the implementing legislation. It could
be the year the amendment is approved, or the next year, or the year after that. They can change
it to impose the surcharge on all “residential investment” property regardless of value. They can
change the surcharge rate. They can amend the definition of “residential investment” property,
because the constitutional amendment bill doesn’t tell us what that kind of property is. They can
do all of these things because the constitutional amendment has given the legislature this power.

In other words, once the amendment passes, the genie is out of the bottle. It may not even be
under control of the members now in the legislature, because future legislators may have
different ideas from current members.

We need to ask ourselves if we want to or need to give the genie that much power. If we do,
then we only have ourselves to blame for what happens when the genie does come out. If we
don’t, then we should either kill the constitutional amendment or write strict limits into it.

If the bill should move forward, some technical corrections should be considered.

e The bill now exempts (in proposed section 302A-I(a)(13)) property owned by any entity
granted a TAT exemption under section 237D-3. But transactions are exempted from the
TAT; entities are not. As an example, section 237D-3(7) describes accommodations
furnished without charge. As written, then, a property owner owning 100 apartments and
allowing a contractor to stay in one of them for free for part of year would be entitled to
this exemption on all 100 units.

e The bill provides (in proposed section 302A-1(b)) that a person who is eligible for a
county homeowner's exemption on property tax who also owns more than one residential
investment property shall be entitled to designate which residential investment property
owned by that person shall be exempt. The apparent intent is for a person owning
multiple properties and living in one of them to designate the one property exempt from
surcharge. The provision does not seem to be necessary. The person can and should
claim the homeowners’ exemption for the property on which he or she lives, and that
property then would not be residential investment property. The other properties would
be residential investment, and none of them should qualify for exemption.

Digested 3/13/2017
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Wednesday, March 15, 2017, 2:02 p.m., Conference Room 309

The Honorable Roy M. Takumi, Chair
The Honorable Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair
Committee on Education

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee:

The subject bill would implement a constitutional amendment, if adopted, that would allow the
legislature to impose a real property tax surcharge on "residential investment property" and
"visitor accommodations" in order to raise funds for public education.

Individuals with disabilities who are unable to live independently often reside with family or
friends because acceptable alternatives are scarce or not available at all. In many cases, the
property owner who cares for the individual creates a special needs trust to hold title to the
property so that the person may continue living there after the owner dies. Those
arrangements serve the disabled by allowing them to stay at home, and they serve the public
by avoiding expenses the state would otherwise incur.

Concern arises because the City and County of Honolulu taxes investment property at a higher
rate and "owner occupied" property at a lower rate, but it provides that the lower rate applies
to trust property “where the settlor of the trust dies and a beneficiary entitled to live in the
home under the terms of the trust document occupies the property as the beneficiary’s
principal home.” ROH § 8-10.4(a) (last paragraph). Other counties lack a similar provision, and
all county codes are subject to change. An explicit exemption for special needs trusts should
therefore be included in the legislation so that it cannot be interpreted in a way that subjects
such trusts to the surcharge.

Accordingly, clauses (13) and (14) of HRS §302A-I(a) proposed by this bill should be amended
and a new clause (15) should be added as follows:

P.O. Box 179411 Honolulu 96817 // www.autismsocietyofhawaii.org // email: autismhi@gmail.com
Tax exempt organization under Internal Revenue Code 501 (c)(3). EIN 26-4410135
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“(13) Property owned by any entity granted a transient

accommodations tax exemption under section 237D-3; and
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7 —006~ Residential property occupied by an individual with

disabilities pursuant to the terms of a special needs trust; and

(15) Residential property with an assessed value of less than

$2,000,000.”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully submitted,

Ryan Lee, M.D.
President, Autism Society of Hawaii

John P. Dellera
Member, Board of Directors
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House Committee on Education

Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action supports SB686 SD2

Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har and Members of the Committee:

My name is Anne Frederick and | am the Executive Director for the
Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA). HAPA is a statewide
environmental, social and economic justice organization. HAPA engages
over 10,000 local residents annually through our work.

From October through December of 2016 HAPA and several of our
partners held a series of input gathering forums across the islands called
the People’s Congress. Over 800 people attended forums on Kaua',
O‘ahu, Maui and Hawai‘i Island to discuss the most pressing issues
facing their communities. The chronic underfunding of our public schools
was one of the top concerns and priorities raised by residents across the
state.

I am writing in strong support of SB686 SD2 to increase funding for
public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they
build the foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s
generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools
yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise
of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i's schools into the 21%
Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that
allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that
includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs
students, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking
teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support this bill and
related measures. Mahalo.

Respectfully,

Anne Frederick, Executive Director
Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action (H.A.P.A.)

The Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) is a public non-profit organization under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. HAPA’s mission is to catalyze community empowerment and
systemic change towards valuing ‘aina (environment) and people ahead of corporate profit.



Committee on Education
Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Vice Chair

March 15, 2017
Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Har and Members of the Committees,

We support both SB683 SD2 and SB686 SD2 proposing a constitutional amendment to allow the
legislature to establish a surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations to
increase funding for education, and the implementation of the surcharge.

Hui for Excellence in Education, or “HE’E,” is a statewide coalition of diverse stakeholders committed to
working collaboratively to identify opportunities to improve public education in Hawai‘i. HEE seeks to
be the nexus for community and parent engagement while serving as a public resource for educational

policy.

The Coalition was formed in May 2010 by parents and community members who stood up and said “no”
to school furloughs and “yes” to re-establishing education as a public priority. We have been following
public education policy at the Board of Education (BOE) and the Hawaii State Legislature consistently
since our inception. We are thankful to the legislature for its support of public education; however, we
also know that the current funding for education is insufficient to cover the needs of our students,
teachers, administrators and schools. An alternative revenue stream dedicated to education is needed.

The BOE recently approved an update of the BOE/DOE Strategic Plan, which puts a focus on the state’s
achievement gap that has persisted over the years. We agree that help is most needed for our struggling
students. We are concerned for specified groups that need particular attention - students with
disabilities, students who do not speak the language of instruction, students with socio-economic
challenges, and racial and ethnic groups that have historically not succeeded in our schools relative to
others. We feel that the education surcharge would benefit these students.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Our support of these bills represents a 75% consensus or more
of our voting membership.

Sincerely,

Cheri Nakamura
HE‘E Coalition Director
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March 15,2017

The Honorable Justin H. Woodson, Chair
House Committee on Education

State Capitol, Room 309

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: S.B. 686, S.D.2, Relating to Education

HEARING: Wednesday, March 15, 2017, at 2:02 p.m.

Aloha Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee.

I am Myoung Oh, Director of Government Affairs, testifying on behalf of the Hawai‘i
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its 9,200
members. HAR strongly opposes S.B. 686, S.D.2 which establishes an education
surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor accommodations for the
purpose of funding public education.

The bill proposes to create a revenue stream through a surcharge, similar to the property
tax, for the Department of Education (DOE) based on assessing residential investment
property on the property value. This would create an additional tax of $15,000 for
properties valued at $2 million, and increases as the property value increases. This tax
would also apply regardless of whether the property was actually rented out or if the
property was rented out at a loss.

According to the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, Hawai‘i
had a homeownership rate of about 59% in 2015, which suggests 41% are renters. Under
this measure, that would equate to an additional $1,250 in rent that would be passed on to
renters per month.  With Hawaii’s rising costs for housing and living, today’s million
dollar properties are not necessarily luxury properties.

Furthermore, with rising housing costs, more homeowners today are purchasing an
investment property so that their children have a place to call home or to plan for
retirement to use as a source of income.

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals @
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Also, for example, this bill proposes to assess visitors at $3 per day for visitor
accommodations that cost less than $150 and $5 per day if it costs more than $150. Ifa
visitor stayed for a week (7 days) at a visitor accommodation that cost $150.01, it would
be an additional $49, which would be in addition to the General Excise Tax and Transient
Accommodations Tax that is already imposed. Such a tax is indirect to education and has
no nexus.

HAR continues to recognize the importance of education, but we are concerned that the
responsibility in funding this effort will be shifted from the overall general tax paying
public to those that own residential investment property (many of whom are already
Hawai‘i State tax payers) and visitors to our State. Moreover, there is no clear nexus
between those that invest in residential property and visitors to our State (since they
do not live in Hawai‘i) to education.

Educational needs must be weighed against the priorities of the State as a whole through
the budgeting process and HAR does not support earmarking a new property tax
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations.

For the foregoing reasons, we respectfully request that this measure be held.

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals @
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Maui Academy of Healing
Arts

Carmel Andrews

Support No

Comments: Rep Roy Takumi, Chair Rep Sharon Har, Vice-Chair Carmel Andrews LMT, Principal
Maui Academy of Healing Arts Support for SB 1286 SD2, Relating to the Licensing of Private Trade,
Vocational, and Technical Schools Honorable Chairpersons and Members of the EDN Committee: |
support the general intent and most details of SB1286 SD2. | have four comments: 1. Section 3.2(7): |
am concerned that adding “or authorized” here could be construed to suggest that a non-accredited
school such as ours would not be considered a vocational school as a result of submitting the letter
from the Board of Massage according to section 4(b)(1)). Please edit this if you agree that this
language could be construed in such a way. 2. Section 4(b)(1): | request a language revision that
conveys that designation as an “assigned school” by the National Certification Board of Therapeutic
Massage and Bodywork (NCBTMB) would count as “accreditation”. For more info on NCBTMB see
http://www.ncbtmb.org/schools/assigned-schools. | suggest this language: Proof that the school is
accredited by an accrediting commission of career schools and colleges, accrediting or certifying
council for continuing education and training, or an accrediting or certifying bureau of health
education schools; provided that in lieu of such accreditation or certification... 3. Section 4(c) & 4(d): |
support raising the application fees above the current rates of $100/$50, but given that the DOE’s
responsibilities are significantly lessening, fee amounts closer to $100/$50 than to $10,000
(suggested in the bill’s original version) seem more appropriate. 4. Section 13: | support an effective
date before June 30, 2017 so that the DOE is not burdened with vetting vocational school curriculum
in July and August of 2017 and so that it aligns with the bill’'s designation of funds for 2017-2019. If it
becomes effective between June 30, 2017 and August 31, 2017, the new person would be working
with applications that don’t align with Section 4(b), and if this becomes effective after the August 31,
2017, then those funds will be allocated to a person with no applications to review until July 2019.
Thank you for your time and efforts with this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Coalition for Equal Taxation

RE: Senate Bill 683, SD2; Constitutional Amendment
Senate Bill 686, SD2; Education Funding

Dear Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Har and Committee Members:
On behalf of the Coalition for Equal Taxation, we respectfully request that you OPPOSE both these Bills.

We support schools for all Hawaii children, however, we must oppose the proposed method of taxation. Education is a benefit to all of the State of
Hawaii and its source of funding should be derived for all sources of taxation.

This Bill would adversely impact the counties' ability to raise property taxes for their own operations. It puts at odds two different groups of public
employees. Will you deprive the counties of their abilities to pay for police, fire and county operations to benefit state employees in the
department of education.

The Constitutional Amendment, if passed, will have far reaching implications and is likely to result in future years bringing forth bills that propose
taxation benefiting one group over another. This does not lead to orderly oversight of a cohesive spending plan by the government. It causes a
fracturing off of revenue without the flexibility that budgeting must necessarily incorporate to withstand the ebb and flow of revenue related to
spending. This Bill does not promote prudent public policy.

The proposed Bill imposes a further taxation surcharge on the commerce of offering transient accommodations for rent resulting in a significant tax
burden, for many, amounting to 4% of their gross, or similar to paying GET twice. This tax burden is uniquely imposed upon only one sector of the
commerce spectrum rather than applied to all economic output. It is unclear what would justify a taxation on only one sector. There is not a nexus
between education and tourism. Tourism is the only business in Hawaii that collects and pays GET and TAT. This Bill would further increase
overhead in an industry that already pays significantly more than other forms of commerce. The TAT was established to develop a fund to build the
convention center and promote advertising of Hawaii as a tourism destination. The temporary increase in TAT has become permanent. The TAT
revenue now is funding a significant portion of the general fund, which is not what it was originally created to do. There is only so much tax that can
be passed on to the tourist before they get priced out and look for another destination.

This Bill also imposes surcharges for property tax valued above $2,000,000. Again, there is not a nexus to properties valued above 2M and the need
to educate all children in Hawaii.

As the purpose for the property tax increase and transient accommodation surcharge is for education that all Hawaii residents benefit from, the
revenue to support this, should be sourced by a general taxation as it is currently. To do otherwise, is problematic.

We urge you to please defer this Bill.

John Chang
Coalition for Equal Taxation
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March 14, 2017

House Committee on Education
Representative Justin H. Woodson
Representative Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair

Hearing: Wednesday, March 15, 2017, 2:02 p.m., Room 309
Dear Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har, and Committee Members:

This testimony is in strong support for SB686 and SB683, relating to
Education Funding.

Parents for Public Schools of Hawai’i has received comments from families
whose children are in public schools across our State about what they love about
their schools and their concerns. The message is clear that what they appreciate
most is their child’s teacher. And yet, our State does not adequately compensate
teachers for the hard work that they do. Teachers are education’s greatest
resource, and families acknowledge that teachers are the key to our children’s
success. We must be able to recruit and retain teachers who are caring, well
prepared, and hold high expectations for all children. Teachers are professionals
and should not need to work second jobs and live paycheck to paycheck. If we
would like to attract the best teachers and retain them in the profession, they
need to be adequately compensated.

Our members would like educators to refocus education on the whole child.
Families value music, the arts, dance, languages, and Hawaiian and Polynesian
studies. These are subjects that are crucial for the healthy and creative
development of children that are currently missing in public education. All
children deserve an education that nurtures every facet of their life, one that
engages them in interesting curriculum that exposes them to new, exciting and
creative arenas.

We believe Hawaii public schools are underfunded and our teachers are
underpaid. It is time to invest in our children’s education and their future. We
support SB686 establishing education surcharges on residential investment
property and visitor accommodations to increase funding for public schools with
surcharges used for:



Recruiting and retaining public school teachers;

Lowering public school class sizes;

Improving special education staffing and resources; and

Offering additional instruction in career and technical education, visual
arts, music, theatre, dance, Hawaiian and Polynesian studies, and
Hawaiian language.

s whh e

We also support SB 683 proposing Amendments to the State Constitution to
authorize the legislature to establish a surcharge on residential investment
property and visitor accommodations to increase funding for public education.
Let the public vote on this issue.

This is our greatest opportunity to support and promote education of all
Hawai’1’s keiki in ways that will significantly influence their lives. These bills
can positively affect the lives of thousands of children and their families in our
State for many generations to come. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Aloha,

Lois Yamauchi, PhD
President, Parents for Public Schools of Hawai’i

Parents for Public Schools of Hawaii (PPSHI) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) volunteer organization of
parents, community members, and educators working to improve and support public education through
family engagement. We are committed to ensuring all children in Hawai’i have access to a quality
public education.
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March 14, 2017
TO: Honorable Chair Woodson and Members of the Education Committee

RE: SB 683 SD2 PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES VIl AND X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
STATE OF HAWAII TO AUTHORIZE THE LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH A SURCHARGE ON RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENT
PROPERTY AND VISITOR ACCOMMODATIONS TO INCREASE FUNDING FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION.

Support for hearing on March 15

Americans for Democratic Action is an organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters of the
New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s. We are devoted to the promotion of progressive public
policies.

We support SB 683 as well as SD 686 SD2 as they would provide for a constitutional amendment to
allow the establishment of a real estate surcharge. We like that these funds would be used for
increasing the education budget.

Hawaii spends about $8,000 per year on each of its reqular ed. public school students. By contrast, top private
schools spend more than three times as much - between $24,000 and $28,000 per student per year, without
having to spend much on special needs students.

Hawaii's public education expenditures are down at the bottom, rivaling Mississippi and Louisiana for example,
and we have costs of living that make our expenditures actually worse than those two states.

Wallethub rated Hawaii the worst state for teachers: https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-
states-for-teachers/7159/ As a result, we have 1,600 vacancies. We had hundreds of positions last year
that went without a qualified teacher.

Our real estate taxes are the lowest in the nation. This not only means we are not using them to
support education; it also means it encourages real estate speculation and concomitant housing
problems.

Although areas other than education need funding, the current small pie forces education to compete
with other needs for limited resources. The limits will always be there; this tax would make them less

limited.

Finally, if you don't like this tax, we hope you will still vote for the bill as it would put the issue before
the voters. Let voters decide.

Thank you for your favorable consideration.

Sincerely,



John Bickel
President



March 15, 2017

To: Honorable Justin Woodson, Chair
Honorable Sharon Har, Vice Chair
House Committee on Education

From: Jeannine Souki, Executive Director
Hawaii Public Charter Schools Network

Re: SB683 SD2 - PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES VII AND X OF THE
STATE
CONSTITUTION TO AUTHORIZE LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH A SURCHARGE
ON RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENT PROPERTY AND VISITOR ACCOMMODATIONS
TO INCREASE SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION- Support

SB686 SD2 - RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING - Support

Conference Room 309 - Hawaii State Capitol - March 15, 2017, 2:02 P.M.

On behalf of the Hawaii Public Charter School Network (HPCSN), please find our testimony
in support of SB683 SD2, Relating to Education Funding, and SB686 SD2, Proposing
Amendments to Articles VII and X of the Constitution of the State of Hawaii to authorize the
legislature to establish a surcharge on residential investment property and visitor
accommodations to increase funding for public education.

In tandem, these bills establish an education surcharge on residential investment
properties and visitor accommodations for the purpose of funding public education. We
support public education in both charter schools and traditional schools as one of the
highest purposes of the state.

Here are top 10 reasons why we are calling for this investment:
10. An educated population is the cornerstone of democracy. This nation's well-being
depends on the decisions of its educated, informed citizens.

9. Education reduces costs to taxpayers. For every dollar spent to keep a child in school, the
future costs of welfare, prison, and intervention services are reduced. It can cost less to
educate a child now than to support a teenage parent or a repeat offender in the future.
Education monies help to secure the future of all citizens.

600 Queen St. C-4 Hon. HI 96813 www.hawaiicharterschools.org 808-380-6403



8. Public schools are the only schools that must meet the needs of all students. They do not
turn children or families away. Public schools serve children with physical, emotional, and
mental disabilities, those who are extremely gifted and those who are learning challenged,
right along with children without special needs.

7. Public schools foster interactions and understanding among people of different ethnic,
religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

6. "Education is the best provision for old age"-- Aristotle. The future support of our aging
population depends on strong public schools. In 1954, there were 17 workers to pay the
Social Security cost for each retiree. By 1995, there will be only three for each retiree. It is
likely that the productivity of these three workers per retiree will depend on the strength
of our public school systems.

5. More than 95 percent of our future jobs will require at least a high school education.
There is no question about the need for an educated work force.

4. The nation pays a high price for poorly educated workers. When retraining and
remediation are needed to prepare a worker to do even simple tasks, the cost is paid by
both employers and consumers. This process raises the price of American products and
makes it more difficult for this nation to compete in the world marketplace.

3. The cost of dropouts affects us all. This nation loses more than $240 billion per year in
earnings and taxes that dropouts would have generated over their lifetimes.
Well-supported public schools can engage all students in learning and graduate productive
and competent citizens.

2. Children are our nation's future. Their development affects all of us. Good education is
not cheap, but ignorance costs far more.

And the Number One reason to support public education. ..

1. Public education is a worthy investment for public funds. We can invest now, or we can
pay later.

HPCSN works to support Hawaii’s public charter schools and to be a voice for children and
families that seek choice in an independent public school setting.

HPCSN works to support public charter schools in Hawaii and to be a voice for children and
families that seek choice in an independent public school setting. We appreciate your
favorable consideration of these bills.

600 Queen St. C-4 Hon. HI 96813 www.hawaiicharterschools.org 808-380-6403









Testimony to the House Committee on Education
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at 2:02 P.M.
Conference Room 309, State Capitol

RE: SENATE BILL 683 SD2 PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES VIT AND
X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAII TO AUTHORIZE THE
LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH A SURCHARGE ON RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENT
PROPERTY AND VISITOR ACCOMMODATIONS TO INCREASE FUNDING FOR
PUBLIC EDUCATION
AND
SENATE BILL 686 SD2 RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING

Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee:

The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber") strongly opposes SB 683 SD2,
which proposes amendments to the Constitution of the State of Hawaii to advance the State's
goal of providing a public education for the children of Hawaii by authorizing the legislature to
establish, as provided by law, a surcharge on residential investment property and visitor
accommodations.

The Chamber also strongly opposes SB 686 SD2, which establishes an education
surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor accommodations for the purpose of
funding public education.

The Chamber is Hawaii’s leading statewide business advocacy organization, representing
about 1,600+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less
than 20 employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of
members and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to
foster positive action on issues of common concern.

The package of bills proposes to implement a constitutional amendment permitting the
legislature to establish a surcharge on visitor accommodations and residential investment
properties to fund the department of education, and then a statutory mechanism to implement the
program. The statutory bill proposes two new taxes, one on residential investment property and
one to assess visitor stay on a per day basis.

While we strongly support the efforts to provide quality public education in our state, we
are concerned that there is no clear amount designated as a sufficient amount of funds for
education. We are also concerned with the approach to create new assessments, or taxes on
activities with no nexus to the end user or, worse, taxes one group of residents and not others.
The amendments made to the bill are an improvement but we still oppose the mechanism.

1132 Bishop Street, Suite 2105 e Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e Phone: (808) 545-4300 e Facsimile: (808) 545-4369



Should this bill pass, it could provide for houses of lower value to be taxed thereby affecting
more local residential renters.

In the area of enforcement, we are not sure the Superintendent is the best lead
enforcement person even with the help of the state and county director of finance. In addition,
the resources by the state and county to administer and enforce this new law are not addressed in
the bill. Furthermore, the new administrative burden by homeowners may again negatively
affect the marketplace.

For the tax on tourism, there is already a 13.75% tax rate on transient accommodations.
We think the per-day tax could hurt tourism and damage further investment by transient
accommodation owners into Hawaii’s properties. It will also place an additional and
complicated burden on transient accommodation operators as they will have to track and report
on two different types of accommodation taxes. Transient accommodation companies already
provide huge tax revenues to the state in TAT, GE and the income taxes for the thousands of jobs
that they provide in our state.

We also have other issues with the bill. It does not guarantee (nor can any language) that
the additional tax revenues will be used only for the department of education. As you know, the
Legislature of today cannot bind future Legislatures, especially in how they appropriate
funds.

The bill does not state what the projected $500 million in additional taxes will
accomplish. Lastly, we have concerns on the larger issue of raising taxes to fund a specific
department and an employee class of salaries. As we mentioned there are many important
programs that the state funds, but doing this could set a dangerous precedent for other programs
with constituencies to come in for further tax increases.

We ask these bills be deferred. We appreciate the opportunity to provide our input on
this important legislation.

1132 Bishop Street, Suite 2105 e Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e Phone: (808) 545-4300 e Facsimile: (808) 545-4369



Testimony to the House Committee on Education
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
2:02 p.m.
Conference Room 309

RE: SB 686 SD2, RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING, AND
SB 683 SD2 PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES VII AND X OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAII TO AUTHORIZE THE
LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH A SURCHARGE ON RESIDENTIAL
INVESTMENT PROPERTY AND VISITOR ACCOMMODATIONS TO
INCREASE FUNDING FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

Chair Woodson, Vice-Chair Har, and members of the committee:

My name is Gladys Quinto Marrone, CEO of the Building Industry Association of
Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii). Chartered in 1955, the Building Industry Association of Hawaii is
a professional trade organization affiliated with the National Association of Home
Builders, representing the building industry and its associates. BIA-Hawaii takes a
leadership role in unifying and promoting the interests of the industry to enhance the
quality of life for the people of Hawaii.

BIA-HAWAII strongly opposes SB 683, SD 1, which proposes to amend the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii to advance the State's goal of providing a quality
education for the children of Hawaii by authorizing the legislature to establish, as
provided by law, a surcharge on residential investment property and visitor
accommodations.

BIA-HAWAII also strongly opposes SB 686, SD 1, which would establish an education
surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor accommodations for the
purpose of funding public education.

The package of bills proposes to implement a constitutional amendment permitting
the legislature to establish a surcharge on visitor accommodations and residential
investment properties to fund the department of education, and then a statutory
mechanism to implement the program. The statutory bill proposes two new taxes,
one on residential investment property and one to assess visitor stay on a per day
basis.

While we strongly support the efforts to provide quality public education in our state,
we are concerned that there is no clear amount designated as a sufficient amount of
funds for education. We are also concerned with the approach to create new
assessments, or taxes on activities with no nexus to the end user or, worse, taxes
one group of residents and not others. On taxing residential investment property, the
resident renter will likely pay the tax. Hawaii has approximately a 55%+ homeowner
rate. That would suggest that about 40-45% of all residents living in the state are
renting. This would create an unfair tax burden on renters and increase the cost of
housing for all residents, which this bill in part tries to address for teachers. As far as
we can tell, resident homeowners would not be affected by this tax. This appears to
be an unfair targeted tax and could create a further economic divide between
homeowners and renters. A renter in a $400,000 valued residential property could
be affected by this tax to the amount of an additional $1,400 per year.
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property could be affected by this tax to the amount of an additional $1,400 per year. For
someone renting the average home value or $760,000 the tax could be over $4,100 each year.
Even though there are exemptions for certain types of residential units, it could skew the
marketplace and adversely affect the rental market. It is also unclear on a practical level how
these exemptions will be monitored and enforced. We are not sure the Superintendent is the
best lead enforcement person even with the help of the state and county director of finance. In
addition, the resources by the state and county to administer and enforce this new law are not
addressed in the bill. Furthermore, the new administrative burden by homeowners may again
negatively affect the marketplace.

For the tax on tourism, there is already a 13.75% tax rate on transient accommodations. We
think the per-day tax could hurt tourism and damage further investment by transient
accommodation owners into Hawaii’s properties. It will also place an additional and complicated
burden on transient accommodation operators as they will have to track and report on two
different types of accommodation taxes. Transient accommodation companies already provide
huge tax revenues to the state in TAT, GE and the income taxes for the thousands of jobs that
they provide in our state.

We ask these bills be deferred. We appreciate the opportunity to provide our input on this
important legislation.
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Mufi Hannemann
President & CEO
Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association

House Committee on Education

Senate Bill 686 SD2: Relating to Education Funding

Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Har and members of the Committee, mahalo for the opportunity to
offer this testimony on behalf of the more than 700 members of the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism
Association.

HLTA opposes Senate Bill 686 SD2, which proposes to establish a surcharge on residential
investment properties and visitor accommodations to help fund our public education system. As much as
we support improving upon our state’s education system we must take into consideration the tax burden
our visitor industry already bears.

Our respectful opposition is based on the following reasons:

Higher Taxes/Fees Hurt our Ability to Compete. In recent years, the state permanently raised the
Transient Accommodations Tax, to the point where guests now pay a TAT of 9.25 percent. Coupled
with the General Excise Tax, guests pay a 13.41 percent tax on the Neighbor Islands and 13.96 percent
on O‘ahu. Hawai‘i has reached the point where high business costs and tax rates make it increasingly
difficult for business to be profitable and competitive, both domestically and internationally.

Tourism Already Is the State’s Revenue Producer. In its most recent report, the Hawai‘i Tourism
Authority stated, “Tourism is the largest single source of private capital for Hawai‘i’s economy.” The
HTA went on to note that tourism accounted for 190,000 jobs, that visitor spending last year totaled
$15.6 billion, a new high, and that the state’s tax take was $1.82 billion. Of that sum, TAT revenues
alone accounted for nearly $447 million for the state’s coffers last fiscal year.

But the hospitality industry in not an infinitely prosperous, infinitely taxable entity. Lower-priced
destinations and long-haul airline flights make travel to other locales easier and cheaper, and Hawai‘i
must remain competitive in our pricing in order to protect our value and appeal in the eyes of travelers.

TAT Revenue to the General Fund. More than half of Transient Accommodations Tax revenue now
goes to the General Fund. While the TAT was established to promote and market the visitor industry, it
has since become a major source of revenue for purposes other than originally intended. We would

Hawai'i Lodging & Tourism Association
2270 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 1702, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96815 - Phone: (808) 923-0407 - Fax: (808) 924-3843
info@hawaiilodging.org - www.hawaiilodging.org
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surmise that public education may be already receiving a share of TAT revenue through its General
Fund budget allocations.

Uncollected Revenue. The state government is not collecting Transient Accommodation and General
Excise taxes on transient vacation rentals. The Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association has gone on
record as supporting legislation that would ensure a level playing field for all visitor accommodations,
from the traditional hospitality businesses to the alternative accommodations offered online. There are
an estimated 25,000 alternative accommodations in the Hawaiian Islands competing with hotels, resorts,
timeshares, and bed-and-breakfasts, except that the majority of them are most likely avoiding our 9.25
percent Transient Accommodations and General Excise taxes. Rather than outlaw these transient
vacation units, or raise the TAT, the state government should collect the millions of dollars in taxes now
being avoided.

For these reasons, the Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association continues to oppose raising taxes
and leveraging extra fees on the visitor industry.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Hawai'i Lodging & Tourism Association
2270 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 1702, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96815 - Phone: (808) 923-0407 - Fax: (808) 924-3843
info@hawaiilodging.org - www.hawaiilodging.org
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March 14, 2017

To: Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair
Representative Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair

Committee on Education

From: Deborah Zysman, Executive Director
Hawaii Children’s Action Network

Re: SB 686 SD 2- Relating to Education Funding
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 309, March 15, 2017, 2:02 PM

On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing to support with amendments
SB 686 SD 2 — Relating to Education Funding.

As one of the lowest rated school districts for spending per student, Hawaii needs to find new ways to
increase funding for education. This bill provides an option to increase funding without increasing the
tax burden on Hawaii residents. This additional funding for education can lead to better results in test
scores, school completion, college attendance, and job opportunities for students.

In the SD2 version, an amendment was added in to exempt all properties with an assessed value of less
than $2,000,000. This amendment would exempt a large proportion of properties that are being used as
investment properties, especially condominiums. We ask that this value be changed to exempt any
properties of an assessed value of less than $500,000. This would allow small local investors to continue
to invest in Hawaii’s economy, yet gain significant educational funding from the large proportion of
investment properties.

For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee pass this bill with amendments. We
also encourage the committee to expand the usage of the new revenue to include early learning.

HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their safety,
health, and education. Last fall, HCAN convened input in person and online from more than 50
organizations and individuals that came forward to support or express interest for a number of issues
affecting children and families in our state that resulted in the compilation of 2017 Hawai‘i Children’s
Policy Agenda, which can be accessed at http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda.

850 Richards Street, Suite 201 @ Honolulu, HI 96813 e 808-531-5502
www.hawaii-can.org @ info@hawaii-can.org



Education Matters:
Invest in Learning for Economic
Prosperity
April 29, 2015

Federal investments in education are crucial so that students are prepared for success in a
21st Century global society and workforce.

Investing in education is crucial to ensuring the future health of our economy and country’s global
competitiveness. Many students are not prepared for success in our 21st Century society and to fill
current and future jobs. A robust federal investment in education is necessary to equip schools with the
resources — personnel, facilities, technology — to position students to acquire the skills and knowledge
needed for college and career success.

Invest in education to:

» Prepare our high school and college graduates for the jobs of today and tomorrow.

o By 2018, 63% of all jobs in the United States will require some sort of post-secondary
education, yet nearly 30% of U.S. students do not finish high school, and only 42% of
young people who enroll in college complete a bachelor’s degree by the age of 26, and
just 12% complete an associate’s degree.’

o The U.S. economy’s largest and fastest growing sectors — business services, finance,
healthcare, and education — are service sectors that have been clamoring for more
educated workers and powering the dramatic upskilling of America’s occupational
structure.?

o American students rank well behind those in economically competitive countries on
international tests: 17th in reading, 20th in science, and 27th in mathematics among
the 34 Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD). >

o The transition from an industrial to a post-industrial economy has resulted in a shift
from an economy rooted in high school-level skills to an economy anchored in
postsecondary education and training.*

> Ensure the future health of our economy, including productivity, earnings, and tax revenues.

o Nearly nine out of 10 graduate degree-holders work as managers or professionals, while
seven out of 10 high school dropouts work in low-skill occupations.

o The college wage premium — the difference between the average wages of college- and
high school-educated workers — has spiked since 1973, rising from 37 percent to 82
percent by 2007.°

o The earnings of four-year, college-educated workers remain nearly twice those of high
school-educated workers.®

o If U.S. students matched OECD average PISA scores, the GDP would increase by $678
billion by 2050 and cumulative GDP growth would be $2.5 trillion.”

! Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 2010.
> The Economy Goes to College. Georgetown University, Center on Education and the Workforce.
https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/EconomyGoesToCollege.pdf.
® PISA 2012: http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/pisa-2012-results.htm
4
The Economy Goes to College
5 .
Ibid.
® The College Advantage: Weathering the Economic Storm. Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce.
https://cew.georgetown.edu/report/the-college-advantage/
’ OECD (2010), The High Cost of Low Educational Performance: The Long-run Economic Impact of Improving PISA Outcomes,
PISA, OECD Publishing, Paris.
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264077485-en
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Source: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce: the College Advantage: Weathering the
Economic Storm

For additional information, please contact Joel Packer, Executive Director of the Committee for Education Funding
at jpacker@cef.org, or Megan Wolfe, Advocacy Manager for ASCD at megan.wolfe@ascd.org
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EDNtestimony

From: Joanne Thompson <jomama007 @gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 9:09 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 & 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

If you look at the simple math for someone like me who has been teaching in Hawaii for 25 years, you will
easily see that it would be cheaper for me to retire if we don't get a substantial pay raise.

1) If I retire now, I will no longer have to pay the ridiculous health care premiums. I will get free medical.
(that would offset the 20% hit I would take for retiring early).

2) Furthermore, if we get any "Lump sum bonus", it will not count towards our retirement. Therefore, it will
be taxed at a very high rate in a "Lump sum". There is no incentive here.

3) If Iretire early, I will be in a different tax bracket, and once again, it will be a wash as to what I am currently
getting paid and how much I pay in my taxes.

So, quite frankly, we need better schools for our teachers! We need better pay. I will pencil all of this out and
prove this, and encourage others to leave the profession if we continued to be paid the worst in the nation.

There is already a crises in the teacher shortage. To go to the mainland and try and lure teachers here is not
only a bad financial move, but it has proven time and time again, it doesn't work. They leave within 2 to 5
years because they can't afford to live here.

The State of Hawaii will soon be in dire straights with very few certified teachers.

My name is Joanne. | am a teacher from Kapaa on Kauai. | am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase a source to give us the pay we deserve.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i's schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because if you don't start paying teachers more,
they will leave the profession!

To deliver the schools our teachers deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Joanne Thompson



National Board Certified Teacher (Renewed)
Kauai



EDNtestimony

From: hughey2000@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 8:52 AM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 & 686 Relating to Education

Aloha Chair Woodson and esteemed members of the education committee:
Wednesday, March 15, 2017

My name is Justin Hughey. | am a second grade Special Education Teacher at King Kamehameha Ill Elementary on
Maui.

I am testifying in support of Senate Bill 683 & 686. These bills will resolve our public education funding crisis.

On Oahu students from wealthy families have quality private schools to attend, while our public schools are vastly underfunded, this
inequity is institutional racism. The proposal for levying a surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor accommodations
can raise over $500 million each year for education without placing an unfair financial burden on local residents. Funding priorities
include teacher recruitment and retention, lower class sizes, improve special education staffing and resources, and expanding career
and technical education. This funding would be dispersed by the Board of Education.

Teachers are still paid the worst salary in the country when factored in the cost of living. Since teachers are paid slave wages, I rang
up $5,000 on his credit card within the first six months of teaching. This was on top of the $50,000 in debt from college loans I had to
obtain in order to become a teacher. After six months I got a second job working at a restaurant which subjected me to 16-19 hour
working days. I would leave school after the bell rang to study the regional differences between the restaurant’s wines and how to
pair them with every dish on the menu. I would leave around 11 p.m. and arrive home at midnight, only to wake up sore and tired at 6
a.m. to get ready to do it all over again. It took 11 years of this and lifting a box at work, which gave me a bulging disc and forced me
to take time out of school since September, a very painful six months.

A story in the New York Times,_It Turns Out Spending More Probably Does Improve Education, found a consistent pattern that in the
long run, over comparable time frames, states that send additional money to their lowest-income school districts see more academic
improvement in those districts than states that don't.

The editorial also quoted another study which looked at the same question through a different lens. They referenced a study which
examined longer-term outcomes, like how long students stayed in school and how much they earned as adults. These researchers also
saw gains with more money spent. The story stated, “They examined outcomes for about 15,000 people, born between 1955 and
1985, and found that for poor children, a 10 percent increase in per-pupil spending each year of elementary and secondary school was
associated with wages that were almost 10 percent higher, a drop in the incidence of adult poverty and roughly six additional months
of schooling.”

In 2005 the Department of Education conducted an Adeguacy Funding Study, which found that the Department of Education needs to
increase its funding by $278 million to improve adequate education to Hawaii students. Since 2005 the DOE’s budget has remained
stagnant. Hawaii provides the worst per pupil spending when compared to school districts with the same cost of living. Its truly
common sense, you get what you pay for. How are our students comparing nationally? Our National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) scores in 2015 were:

4th Grade Reading 46/52

8th Grade Reading 48/52

4th grade Math 35/52

8th Grade Math 36/52

4th Grade Science(2009) 44/47
8th Grade Science (2011) 48/52
8th Grade Writing (2007) 43/46
ACT scores 51/51

President Franklin D Rosevelt once said, “Necessitous men are not free men.” Education is a human right. When our keiki are not
given a quality education they don't;



Develop a joy of learning
Reason analytically and critically
Conceptualize and solve problems
Have the capacity to endure and persevere
Learn how to cooperate and collaborate effectively
Know how to resolve conflicts with others
Become critical and independent thinkers
Obtain job opportunities and pay taxes
e Participate in the political process
Teachers teach all other professions. When the state doesn't provide adequate or comparative educational funding for our public
schools, students may miss out on a quality education. The economy suffers as well because we aren't teaching generations
appropriately in order for them to join the work force. Please pass this bill so the people can vote on this solution to our public
education funding crisis.

Respectfully,
Justin Hughey
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

..n.q
sVe
sV
A

gz,__“..amlgﬁ@ﬁg
SEN. ﬁA oVl

rep, [\ 30 amauy a Tokioka Q\B&m \ﬁc‘b W&Eui |

(To locate your senator and mmuamm:.ﬁm.n_é go to openstates.orq)

Hawail's public schoels are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
targe class sizes, and the failure ,B amm_ with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawait's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.

Criko Hohn
PO BDY Z0%Lo
En.)i(c_morm IH QF(M.OW

(Place comments on tHe back)
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

x
e
AA A

HSTA

KAYFAD STATE TEACHERS ASTQEUNIGH

SEN. _HON Koxo&
Rep.  NAKAMUES, TPK 0k, MORIKAWA-

(To locate your senator and ﬂmuﬂmmm:ﬁm\ze.m go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led te chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. L am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™'Shail the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail’s
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residentia investment property and visitor accommedations?® Thank
you.

ik Acoepr

T Bt 425

Mopieid, W %>

{Place comments on the back)




TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Hawat] SHATE TEACHERS ASTOCLATION

SEN. \ﬂ\ Nxoh ¢

rer._ Nak grpuve
(To locate your senator and representative go to cpenstates.org)

Hawaii’'s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deat with cur special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and_pur public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, induding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

you.
Lo Velases

P BoX 266G

Anshols , It G702

{Place comments on the back)




TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HSTA

HRWAR $TATE TEACHIRY ALSCTANGN

SEN. N\.VXQ\N ¢

REP. &&h&i&\.ﬁ

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. Thase bills suppart a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investmentt property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

" Kbl fkeawe

P Box S

Bodols , b 7722

(Place comments on the back)




TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

T
..Jma

Mmz. AO/:&/O _ETW“MES,E_ . |./.r

(To locate your senator and rgpresentative go to openstaies.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, indluding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

“Sandig. Noubt)
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

:..wi_»_ru;_n TRACKERS AYSOCKIION \. 7

SEN. NQJXL A \w_\mxm\f A

REP. \ \%m\\hﬂl\ . /.:xm.\ff\w\@ \K %.\\Ax
(To _oomﬁm your senator and representative go to openstates, o_dv

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chrenic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, 5B686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constituticnal Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower dass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential _:<mmﬂ3m3ﬁ uaumﬂg and visitor accommodations?" Thank

e

%_mnm noaam:.hw on the vmn_c




RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

4
&
HSTA

WAWAI STATE TEACHIRS ALEQCLAROAN

SEN. m/mﬁ ggb_u
REP. O ﬁ\q\wwﬁ@ Nl anauie

(To locate your senator and representative' go to openstates.org)

Haweaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
S$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. Thase bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shali the legislature fund a quality public education far all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
Youl.

Ny Lole Noge

Rote! Ao

AR R v

(Place comments on the back)




RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

1-4
oVe
)
s
wdSTA

SEN. mcﬁ mﬁ%m\wx\ﬁ.m
REP. \M@W\gﬁ\%\ 2

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. [ am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB682, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

— Jean Bopl

106 2%9

Mhola, [ 42

(Place comments on the back)




TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Ve
ave
Yo Ve
Ve

HSTA

HIWA TIATE TEACHERS ASSDOANON

SEN. IW@; O{; ‘

REP, \/\DwﬁBeﬁﬂ Zowxmats, \ﬂwx,,ow\m

(To locate your senator and representative go ﬂo‘oumzmnmﬁmmbﬂv

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic {eacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the fallure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schoais by supportin
5B683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: " Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommadations?” Thank

ﬁﬁﬁcf B

O By <147

i e

Elelole U 9,705

(Place comments on the Back)
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TO: SEN. XOQA«
o ) 'R O

REP.

RE: Hawsaii’s public schools are _._:am}._:amg this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Iam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alf of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicat education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investrment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
Youl,

NAME: d@m.vm JWW&CD

w\\\

ADDRESS: Q,.UO. MWD% Siq 7
_FElele HT e7046

(Place comments on the back)
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

w
TVYY
HSTA

HAWAI STATE TEACHIRS ASIOQATION

KQC/C%)#
REP, Wmm\\&,% KOO

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faliure {o deal s:.% our speciai needs students., Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SBE683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment:
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

e Feidag

oo oy ok

Fleole  H

(Place comments on the back) nw Tﬁmwml\




RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

kM
TY VY
HSTA

HAWAIL STAIE TEACHERS ASOCIATION

SEN. WBX\_\:
rep T0K 0Ka Moy Ka i Nal §§\g§

(To locate your senator’ and ﬁmv_.mmm:ﬁm.nzm mo to oum:#m.mmm org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support_ our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HBE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower tlass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

" Leda RuboNyam g

00, Bax 34

Hleele, H A L7049

(Place comments on the back)



TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

B
oVe
avave
kA
AASTA

sEN.  RON kpu ]

REP.__ NAKAfurR  TUK(pih MORIKAWA
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schootls are underfunded, this has led to chranic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.

CHITLIN TOWNER
PO OBOX siEd

Bg'tie HY 9e708

(Place comments on the back)



TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

-

e
TV

HSTA

SEN. NQQNQ\E\ N% \\
REP. %mmggsﬁ\m ﬁg \mﬂ%\\\%\&

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are c:am:n,c:ama this has led to chronic teacher shorfages,
_mﬂ_m class sizes, and the failure 8 amm_ with our special needs students. Lam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"'Shalt the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technica! education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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(Place comments on the back)




TO:

RE:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure 8 deal with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawafian language, by establishing, as provided by iaw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?” Thank
you.
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REP. ﬁiﬁ@d@%ﬁ : T OD@,KQ: ﬁ.@ ¢ W.W,Q,gﬁﬁ

(To locate your senator and representative go'to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chrenic teacher shortages,
_mEm class sizes, and the failure 8 ammm with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SBE686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shalt the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you. , .
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HSTA

£ TEACHERS ATSDCIANON

(To _onmﬁm your mm:mﬁoﬁ m:n_ Euﬂmmm:m_ﬁzm go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182,. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, incuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower ciass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawatian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
mc.‘nsm_dm on residential _:<mmﬂ=,_m:ﬂ Eovm_.a\ and visitor accommeodations?” Thank

(Place comments on the back)



TO:

RE:

NAME:
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B
eVeo
o Vo
T
S T

owy  Koum

Y

SEN.

rep, VEE  MoRie e
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawali's pubiic schools are c:amﬂ_".c:n_mn_ this has led to ¢hronic teacher shortages,
farge class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, iower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you. -
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TO:

RE:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedial needs students. L am
askin i i

ou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawall's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawafian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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RE:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shertages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to suppoart our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the !egislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, att, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by estabfishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?™ Thank
you.
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retentien of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodaticns?™ Thank
you. IR
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ADDRESS:
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HARAH SLATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SEN. M.A.Of £ jm
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(To locate your senator and represehtative go to openstates.org)

Hawsii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deaf with our spedal needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schaols, by su ortin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutionai Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower clzss sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor-accommodations?" Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?"” Thank
you.

Diaie McDonad
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(To locate your senator and ﬂmvamm:ﬁm.ﬁzm go t&vpenstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfurided, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB6B6, HB180, HB182, These Lills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accomsnodations?” Thank

you
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(To locate your senator and representative go t&bpenstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large ciass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shali the legislature fund a quality public education far al} of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
spedial education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment, property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To iocate your senator and representztive go to oum:mﬁmﬁmm 9‘8

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. ¥ am
asking you to supnort our keiki and our public schools, by suppertin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills suppert a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special educaticn programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visiter accommodations?" Thank
youl.
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(To locate your senator and reprasentative o to onm:mnmﬁmm org)

Hawaii's public schools are ::n_mlc:am? this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: "“"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education prograrming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
yoLL
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HSTA

HAWAM STHTE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SEN. xmj xmgo\ym
REP. Uﬂ.@ ESLTQS\S

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shartages,
_mam dlass sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutiona! Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank

you.
Florence, (. FQF&QSBJ

P. 0. Box 477 °

Haonapepe, H1 406716
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

REP. L2l
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led fo chrenic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking vou to support out keiki and our public schools, by suppeortin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruifment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, arf, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

you.
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(To locate your senator and ﬂm_uqmmm:ﬂmﬂém go to openstates.org)

RE: Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure 8 n_mm_ Ea._ our special needs students. I am

that reads: “"Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's

children, including the recruitmant and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,

special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,

Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a

surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you,
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

REP.__ IO o hpien

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683; SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaif's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential invesiment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
YOUL : ,
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large dass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Iam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shali the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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2 HOWRIE FTATE TEACMERS ASSOOATION

SEN. Kﬁbmﬁg
REP. 7\» YA

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you. |
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RE:
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ADDRESS:
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WAL STATE TEACHERS ASSOCTATION

P o /N\.‘wﬂﬁf,

SEN. %

REp WE Meriawr .

Q. o locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schogls, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shalf the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicat education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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HANAT STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIRNON

TO: SEN. @% \ﬂwmvmm\\%\\
. DEE  MORIKA VA

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

RE: Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. La
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public educaticn for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention cf teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To locate your sénator and Buamm:ﬁmnﬂm go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's pubic schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure no n_mmw with our special needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182,. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; “"Shali the legislature fund & quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, arf, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constituticnal Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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(Te locate your senator and representative go to oumsmﬂ%mm.oav

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schoals, b supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations? Thank
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RE:

NAME:
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REP, JomeS 1 okiokou

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal E_ﬁ: our mumn_m“ needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special educaticn programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To locate your senator arid representative go t$ openstates.org)

Hawaii's public scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality pubfic education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicai education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by jaw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to omm:ﬂmﬂmm.o@ ,

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure .8 n_mm“ with our mumn_mm needs students. L am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shail the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge an residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?” Thank
youl.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic feacher shortages,
large dlass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SE683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawait's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
m:ﬂnsmam on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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(To locate your senator and representative go to Openstates:org).. ...

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large dlass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Mawafian language, by establishing, as provided by iaw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visiior accommedations?™ Thank
youL
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(To locate your senator and &uB%:Sqé go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmam_ needs students. L am

SB683, SB6R6, HB180, HB18?2. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™'Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical éducation, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you,
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RE: Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,

_mEm class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
ort our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SBE686, HB180, HB182, These bills suppaort a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legisfature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?”" Thank

you.
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Rawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB633, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: " Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge cn residential investment property and visitor accotnmodations?” Thank
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(To locate your senator and represeritative go to openstates.org) .ﬂm.w T cN&

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporfin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recrultment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by astablishing, as provided by law, a
suircharge on residenttal investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you,
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Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB68B6. HB1B0, HB182, These hills suppart a Constitutionat Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitmant and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommaodations?™ Thank
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our kejki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; “"Shall the iegistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education prograrnming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaitan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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Hawaii’s public schools are c:am&.nam& this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our speciai needs students, I.am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower dass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB18G, HB182, These biils support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alf of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.
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(To jocate your senator ard representative go to ocm:ﬂmﬁmm_o@

Hawaii’s public schocls are ::n_mq,c_._n_mg this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiiure to deal with our spedai needs students. I am
asking_vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills suppert a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
chiidren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special-education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator ard representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are c:amq..cgama. this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HBE180, HB182, These bills support a Constifutional Amendment
that reads: ™"shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawair's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, arf, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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Hawaii’s public schools are ::n_mﬂm_:amn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiiure .8 deal with our mumn_mw needs students. Iam am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are c:am:ﬂ:nmn this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with cur mumam_ needs students. I am

SB683, SBE686, HE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shail the legislature fund a quality public educaticn for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education pregrammming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you,
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii‘s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schogls, by supportin
SB&R3, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawai’'s
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawallan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.

J o N WD SN
Lo ww FReS s ioy

. S !m%
RN :
2 g e e

f..w(f _N,f M\:J A ,.zy/

(Place comments on the” cmgo




TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

«
o 5 '-*10
TYY
HSTA

HAWAT STRTE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

KoCh

rep. MLOCLKOWO

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m:.“_m class sizes, and the faiiure 8 amm_ with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?™ Thank
you.
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org}

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure 8 ammu with our mumn_m_ needs students. Iam am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HE182. These bills support 2 Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ®"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaitan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?” Thank

you,
o mﬁﬁ)\&\ﬁ \UQSA\,,

s\l_n Laha @

Likwo W1 a9yl

(Place comments on the back}




TO!

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

.«
N
HSTA

MAWAIL STATE TERCHERS bEuAisBz

SEN. @Q ng\mb&q \

(To _onmﬁm <o_._ﬂ mm:m.ﬁoﬂ :a auﬂmmm:ﬁmﬂzm go 8 oum:maﬁmm oau

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by suppgrtin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ®"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?® Thank
you.
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawali's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quatity public education for all of Hawail's
children, Including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you.
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(To locate your senator and Buqmmmzﬂmﬂzm goto oum:ﬂmﬁmm org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our m_umn_a needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “*Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

(Place comments on the back}




TO!

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

q
v
HSTA

i _;t_s; SIATE anxﬂubﬂcn_bzoz

SEN. mém NGy
e Do o7 Katts
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support cur keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB18Q, HE182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawai's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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(To locate your "senater and reprasentative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaif's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicai education, art, music,
Hawaitar studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residentlal investment property and visitor accommedations?™ Thank

you. ] )
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SEN.

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_md needs students. I am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and fechnical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
YOoul.
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. T am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legisiature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

you.
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
mm@m class sizes, m:a the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

ort our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SBE683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutionai Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the fegistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge an residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shalt the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawatian studies, and Hawaiian language, by estabfishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you, i .
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(To jocate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our speciai needs students. Iam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schoals, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Censtitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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EDNtestimony

From: hughey2000@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 8:52 AM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 & 686 Relating to Education

Aloha Chair Woodson and esteemed members of the education committee:
Wednesday, March 15, 2017

My name is Justin Hughey. | am a second grade Special Education Teacher at King Kamehameha Ill Elementary on
Maui.

I am testifying in support of Senate Bill 683 & 686. These bills will resolve our public education funding crisis.

On Oahu students from wealthy families have quality private schools to attend, while our public schools are vastly underfunded, this
inequity is institutional racism. The proposal for levying a surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor accommodations
can raise over $500 million each year for education without placing an unfair financial burden on local residents. Funding priorities
include teacher recruitment and retention, lower class sizes, improve special education staffing and resources, and expanding career
and technical education. This funding would be dispersed by the Board of Education.

Teachers are still paid the worst salary in the country when factored in the cost of living. Since teachers are paid slave wages, I rang
up $5,000 on his credit card within the first six months of teaching. This was on top of the $50,000 in debt from college loans I had to
obtain in order to become a teacher. After six months I got a second job working at a restaurant which subjected me to 16-19 hour
working days. I would leave school after the bell rang to study the regional differences between the restaurant’s wines and how to
pair them with every dish on the menu. I would leave around 11 p.m. and arrive home at midnight, only to wake up sore and tired at 6
a.m. to get ready to do it all over again. It took 11 years of this and lifting a box at work, which gave me a bulging disc and forced me
to take time out of school since September, a very painful six months.

A story in the New York Times,_It Turns Out Spending More Probably Does Improve Education, found a consistent pattern that in the
long run, over comparable time frames, states that send additional money to their lowest-income school districts see more academic
improvement in those districts than states that don't.

The editorial also quoted another study which looked at the same question through a different lens. They referenced a study which
examined longer-term outcomes, like how long students stayed in school and how much they earned as adults. These researchers also
saw gains with more money spent. The story stated, “They examined outcomes for about 15,000 people, born between 1955 and
1985, and found that for poor children, a 10 percent increase in per-pupil spending each year of elementary and secondary school was
associated with wages that were almost 10 percent higher, a drop in the incidence of adult poverty and roughly six additional months
of schooling.”

In 2005 the Department of Education conducted an Adeguacy Funding Study, which found that the Department of Education needs to
increase its funding by $278 million to improve adequate education to Hawaii students. Since 2005 the DOE’s budget has remained
stagnant. Hawaii provides the worst per pupil spending when compared to school districts with the same cost of living. Its truly
common sense, you get what you pay for. How are our students comparing nationally? Our National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) scores in 2015 were:

4th Grade Reading 46/52

8th Grade Reading 48/52

4th grade Math 35/52

8th Grade Math 36/52

4th Grade Science(2009) 44/47
8th Grade Science (2011) 48/52
8th Grade Writing (2007) 43/46
ACT scores 51/51

President Franklin D Rosevelt once said, “Necessitous men are not free men.” Education is a human right. When our keiki are not
given a quality education they don't;



Develop a joy of learning
Reason analytically and critically
Conceptualize and solve problems
Have the capacity to endure and persevere
Learn how to cooperate and collaborate effectively
Know how to resolve conflicts with others
Become critical and independent thinkers
Obtain job opportunities and pay taxes
e Participate in the political process
Teachers teach all other professions. When the state doesn't provide adequate or comparative educational funding for our public
schools, students may miss out on a quality education. The economy suffers as well because we aren't teaching generations
appropriately in order for them to join the work force. Please pass this bill so the people can vote on this solution to our public
education funding crisis.

Respectfully,
Justin Hughey



EDNtestimony

From: Carrie Sato <scarriec203@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 8:28 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Carrie Sato,EdD

State Office Teacher

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

Dear Chairperson and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony
in favor of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools. My name is Carrie Sato. | am a
state office teacher from the Office of the Superintendent, Communications and Community Affairs on
the island of Oahu.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i's schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools.

Although every past state governor, legislatures, and the Board of Education have been in favor of
improving education, there has been little change. The Hawaii Department of Education attempts to
support 290 schools (256 public, 34 charter) and there simply isn’t enough money in the general fund
to maintain facilities and hire personnel at a satisfactory level. While the DOE has employed a variety
of strategies such as community partnerships, a consistent, equitable, and comprehensive
educational policy can not be maintained by parceling out insufficient funds.

Presently, there is a lack of qualified teachers in our schools as well as a lack of qualified substitutes.
Besides teachers, as a former department chairperson at a high school, | know that quality programs
have to be negotiated due to lack of funding; equipment and resource materials have to be budgeted
over a period of 2-3 years (and longer) to provide for all students; and teachers have antiquated



computers and programs with which to respond to grading requirements and communications across
the network.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Carrie Sato, EdD
State Office Teacher

Superintendent’s Office, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: The Stidgers <stidgers@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 7:02 PM
To: EDNtestimony

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 20172 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jamie Stidger. | have been a teacher at Castle High on Oahu since 2001. | am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

This bill is so important. From my years of experience, one of the biggest challenges facing our schools is recruiting
and, more importantly, retaining, the best and brightest teachers. We are the single most important factor in the
classroom. When teachers must buy their own fans to keep the kids cool, our own supplies, so the kids have them,
and many of our children continue to attend schools that are run down, and have not enough money for each child
to have their own textbook, then we are failing our keiki. And then teachers leave by the hundreds.

Please, please support this bill, so that we have sustainable funding to provide the Schools Our Keiki Deserve.

Sincerely,

Jamie Stidger
Kaaawa, HI



EDNtestimony

From: Stephen Majzun <smajzun@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 7:22 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Aloha Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Stephen Majzun, | am a teacher from Honlulu District on O'ahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

| have the good fortune of working in a school where administration does a great job managing
finances and we have great resources for our students. Where we fall short (no fault at the school
level) is when it comes to teacher pay. Even with a master's degree in education, | have to work
several part time jobs throughout the year to make ends meet. This doesn't even address the hopes
of one day purchasing a condo instead of renting, helping my children to pay for college, or planning
for a retirement that doesn't require me to move to the mainland. And I'm not alone. Several
teachers that | know would not be able to survive here in Hawai'i without working second and third
jobs. Please do your best to help get us the funding to keep these great teachers in the

classroom.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo.

Stephen Majzun, Honolulu District, O'ahu



EDNtestimony

From: Larry Denis Ill <larrydenishsta@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 7:36 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony for SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15,2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Lawrence Denis III. I teach computer at Waikoloa Elementary & Middle School. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Lawrence Denis 111
Waikoloa
Island of Hawaii



EDNtestimony

From: Stephanie Gross <sfygross@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 8:38 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony in Support of SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Stephanie Gross. I am a teacher from the windward district on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools to support rich learning experiences. To make their learning
experiential, I am forced to use my own money to buy the supplies. On top of this, even with a Master Degree
in Education, my husband (also an educator who holds a Master Degree) and I still have additional part time
jobs which take away from time with our families as well as time spent on prep. What other state forces people
who hold advance degrees to live with their parents and take additional part time jobs?! We won't be able to do
this forever... we constantly consider leaving the DOE!

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Stephanie Gross, Windward, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Brent B <brent9669@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 8:45 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony on SB 683 and SB 686 Re: Education

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Dear Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Brent Mukai. | am a teacher from Leeward District here on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because there is a tremendous amount of turnover
at our school, Waianae Intermediate. It is difficult to consistently deliver high quality teaching when
our teacher teams must start from ground zero every year. We need additional funding in order to
support teachers, especially in the hard-to-fill schools. To deliver the schools our keiki deserve,
please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo!

Brent Mukai, Leeward District, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Megan <meganfauth@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 8:45 PM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony SB 683 SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Megan Landes. | am a teacher from Princess Nahienaena Elem. on Maui. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because education should not be a constant battle
to have enough money to teach our students. In order to instruct my students they deserve the best
circumstances possible. They deserve well built, clean, comfortable, modern classrooms. They
shouldn't have to be thinking about how hot they are or wiping the red dirt off their assignments. They
should be provided with the best learning environment possible. They should be free to think without
distractions. The students should have access to technology and programs that help them reach their
potential. | should not be digging in my pocket to provide the necessities for my students to learn. My
husband who is also a teacher should not have to work at another job to provide for our family. He
should be able to concentrate on only his teaching career. Our students deserve better. It is time to
put our money in our future! Our students should be top priority!

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.
Mahalo,

Megan Landes, Maui, Hawaii



Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S® 5, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone



EDNtestimony

From: Logan HSTA Okita <lokitahsta@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 8:50 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: House Committee on Education - SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2:02PM

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committees:

| am Logan Okita, a National Board Certified teacher at Nimitz Elementary School on Oahu. | have
been a teacher for 11 years. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase
funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 215t Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because many of our resources are outdated and
need to be split amongst many teachers and students. At my school, we have been without the use
of our playground for almost two school years. We also are working on moving to one-to-one
technology, but we can't share it evenly because of the lack of funding. We expect our students to
become contributing citizens in a technology driven society without the tools they need to be
successful. These students also deserve a well-rounded education, however we are not able to fund
full-time positions for music and art education. | have taken jobs outside of my teaching day to help
supplement my income. Several of my colleagues have seriously discussed the possibility of leaving
the state because they are unable to afford to live and teach here. We need to make it possible for
teachers in Hawaii to live and teach here without having to take second jobs.

1



To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Logan Okita, MEd, NBCT
Nimitz Elementary School
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Logan HSTA Okita <lokitahsta@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 8:50 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: House Committee on Education - SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2:02PM

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committees:

| am Logan Okita, a National Board Certified teacher at Nimitz Elementary School on Oahu. | have
been a teacher for 11 years. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase
funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 215t Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because many of our resources are outdated and
need to be split amongst many teachers and students. At my school, we have been without the use
of our playground for almost two school years. We also are working on moving to one-to-one
technology, but we can't share it evenly because of the lack of funding. We expect our students to
become contributing citizens in a technology driven society without the tools they need to be
successful. These students also deserve a well-rounded education, however we are not able to fund
full-time positions for music and art education. | have taken jobs outside of my teaching day to help
supplement my income. Several of my colleagues have seriously discussed the possibility of leaving
the state because they are unable to afford to live and teach here. We need to make it possible for
teachers in Hawaii to live and teach here without having to take second jobs.

1



To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Logan Okita, MEd, NBCT
Nimitz Elementary School
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Mike Landes <jmlandes@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:17 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony Re: SB 683 and SB 686 Relating to Education

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Mike Landes. | am a teacher from Lahainaluna High School on Maui. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we shouldn't have to just "make do". This
is our children's future we're talking about. Our schools are woefully underfunded, in a state of
disrepair, with inadequate resources. How can we give them the education they deserve, how can
we prepare them for their future aspirations, how can we truly say we value public education, if we
aren't willing to properly fund our schools? These bills will provide a funding mechanism to create a
quality public education system in Hawaii. And, by helping to limit property speculation, they will help
to control the rising cost of living that negatively impacts so many working families in our state,
including the families of most of our students.



To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Mike Landes, Kihei, Maui



EDNtestimony

From: Troy Freitas <troyfreitas@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:25 PM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Troy Freitas | am a teacher from Radford High in Honolulu. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683
and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just
for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because | have been teaching for 17 years and love my job, but need
to make more money. Other opportunities or options often challenge me in leaving teaching for something that pays
more. | have a Mechanical Engineering degree and a Professional Diploma in Secondary Education and have thought of
ways to make more. Getting paid to live comfortably and retire respectfully is something | want to have regarding the
teaching profession that | have put so much in too. Help me and many other who feel the same way.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Troy Freitas
Central District

Oahu

Sent from my iPhone



EDNtestimony

From: Troy Freitas <troyfreitas@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:25 PM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Troy Freitas | am a teacher from Radford High in Honolulu. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683
and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just
for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because | have been teaching for 17 years and love my job, but need
to make more money. Other opportunities or options often challenge me in leaving teaching for something that pays
more. | have a Mechanical Engineering degree and a Professional Diploma in Secondary Education and have thought of
ways to make more. Getting paid to live comfortably and retire respectfully is something | want to have regarding the
teaching profession that | have put so much in too. Help me and many other who feel the same way.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Troy Freitas
Central District

Oahu

Sent from my iPhone



EDNtestimony

From: Katrina Valdez <mrs.valdez@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:33 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Katrina Valdez. | am a teacher from the Windward District on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools because students deserve teachers who can spend
the extra hours needed to: meet with students after school to provide additional help; chaperone
events as a club or class adviser; curriculum map; lesson plan; and grade papers and assessments.
When | was married and part of a dual income household, | was able to work these extra hours easily
on a voluntary basis. Now that | am going through a divorce and am facing the reality of being a
single parent to two young children, | no longer have those extra hours to volunteer my time. Any
spare time | have, | need to make extra money. | have already taken on teaching an after school
class. However, these limited hours are not enough to pay my bills. So, | will be forced to find a part-
time job that | can work when my kids are with their dad. This means it is my students who will not
have a fully engaged teacher as | once was simply due to the economic reality of not getting paid
enough to put in those extra hours. It is unfortunate that many teachers are in the same situation |
am, which is why we can't seem to keep them for very long, or the quality of education starts to
degrade because we are all feeling stretched too thin.



To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Katrina Valdez, Windward District, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: ¢ ¢ <cxhconrad@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:44 PM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Support SB 683 and 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Christina Conrad. | am a teacher from Leeward District on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because | can not remember student names when
the roster is big. How do you think a child feels when their teacher doesn't remember their name?
Students don't even know each other.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Christina Conrad
Leeward District



EDNtestimony

From: Tammy Threet <tthreet@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 10:03 PM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony SB 683 & SB 686

Aloha Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Tammy and | am a teacher at King Kekaulike High School on the island of Maui. | am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools. | have been a public school teacher for the past 19
years; 5 of those years have been on the island of Maui.

Our children deserve better school funding. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential
returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a brighter future for all of our keiki.

Supporting these proposals will further propel Hawai’i’s students into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a
vote:

1) for lower class sizes that allow teachers to further connect with their students

2) for whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students
with special needs

3) for professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers

We need additional funding for our public schools, because many teachers like me are planning to leave the profession
for higher paying jobs to keep up with Hawai'i's cost of living. In order to attract the best teachers who stay, we need to
be competitive in our teacher pay.

Teaching is my life's passion but having left a mainland position to teach in Hawaii has been a financial burden. | have
been a teacher on Maui since 2012 and since then | have been required to maintain a second job doing office work (and
even mystery shopping) just to pay rent, student loans, and my other bills. Unfortunately, | live check to check as a
Hawaii'i teacher. It is exhausting to go to my second job after school then go to teach the next morning.

There are many others just like me. Did you know there are even teaches who qualify for food assistance under SNAP?
Did you know that the DOE is not comparable to mainland teacher pay? (I took a $34,490 pay cut to teach in Hawai'i).
When teachers must take second jobs to make ends meet, it is our students who suffer. It's very disturbing to know that
those who take care of Hawai'i's keiki aren't necessarily taken care of by the state with regard to pay. Our profession
doesn't feel well respected.

In summary, to deliver the schools our keiki deserve, | humbly ask that you support these bills. We need your help. And
if you would like to meet with me personally to discuss these matters, | would love the opportunity.

Most Sincerely,
Tammy



EDNtestimony

From: Theresa HABERSTROH <kevlar_h@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 10:15 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Theresa Haberstroh. | am a teacher from Haiku Elementary School on Maui. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts, physical education, and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for
students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because teaching should not be a philanthropic,
second income job. Teachers should be compensated fairly for the amazingly difficult work they

do. Fortunately, | am able to teach because of my family's dual income status. However, if | were a
single person trying to make it alone on my salary, not to mention being a mother of two children,
there is no way | could make it with teaching as my only job.

The teacher turnover as well as the "I've had it" retirement of long time educators is very concerning
to me and most others in our profession. Please, come spend a day in the lives of the school
children, the school environment, and with teachers to see all the kinds of things we do to keep our
day running as smoothly as possible despite all the hurdles and obstacles that come our way.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

1



Mahalo for you support and consideration.
Sincerely,
Theresa A. Haberstroh

Maui Island, Haiku Elementary School



EDNtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 10:49 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: rstewart99489@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 15, 2017 14:02PM*
SB686

Submitted on: 3/13/2017
Testimony for EDN on Mar 15, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Roxane Stewart | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Candace Chun and I've been a teacher for 35 years with the Hawaii Department of
Education. | am from the Central District on Oahu. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase
funding for public schools.

Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools supports the work we are doing to prepare
our youth for meeting the needs of our community and being successful in the 21st century. For
instance, | teach the health professions, and it is crucial for us to have knowledgeable instructors in
order for students to receive the best education so that they can pursue those careers. Currently,
we have a critical shortage of teachers. I've seen this problem grow worse over the years, and
there just are not enough qualified teachers in our classrooms. Ask the students and they are not
considering a career in teaching. Just within our school, the turnover rate is so high, many are
being recruited from the mainland or lack any experience. Many are uncertified, so our students
are being very shortchanged with their education.

A positive vote will help reduce class sizes, which have gotten larger, especially in the high
schools, where they are packing 36 students or more in advanced classes. Some of this is due to
offering seven periods, and not hiring enough teachers, so our load is greater. Unbelievably, |
started off last year with 210 students and 204 this year at Mililani High School. This lessens the
time | can give to every student; rather, | am struggling to get grading, lesson planning, and
actually I looking carefully at student work. Many teachers are so frustrated with their current
workload, expectations, and stress, including myself.

A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their
students, see how we can assist them with their learning needs, and provide resources to be
effective with learning activities. It's frustrating that when we need supplies there is so much red
tape that teachers are forced to use personal funds to buy the things they need. That is very
unfair.

Most importantly, funding our schools will provide professional pay, which recognizes the hard
work our educators are providing. In all my years of teaching, | can’t believe how undervalued our
teachers are. | used to do a lot as a culinary teacher, but with instructional time added, decided it
wasn'’t worth doing anymore, because it took hours to do shopping for 180+ students every week. |
even decided to give up advising our nationally-affiliated HOSA organization, because after doing
that for so many years and no additional recognition or compensation, decided it wasn’t worth it
anymore. It's unfortunate, because we were taking home numerous national medals and top ten
winners, along with having so many state officers and Hawaii's first national officer for any Career
Technical Student Organization, many of which | poured personal resources so | could chaperone



my students for a week during my summer break. The raises have never made up for the strike,
furloughs, loss of medical contributions taken away, or no increase in salary years.

More funding would also help teachers with medical coverage, after all, this is a high-stress job,
and we catch infections the students pass along. At the high school level, it is even more stressful,
as there are the difficult ones who even their parents don’t know how to control.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we are losing too many talented,
dedicated, and promising educators due to the fact that our state simply is too cheap to pay us
REAL professional salary. | have stuck with teaching, even though | have seen everyone burning
out and having to work multiple jobs to make ends meet. Why? Because | just don’t know who will
teach our students anymore. It has never made sense to me that teachers are forced to work
multiple jobs when they could have concentrated on preparing or revising lessons or doing the
multitude of things required of teachers. It has also become very frustrating to many teachers that
they have left the profession for better paying jobs. For example, we have lost some very talented
people such as our graphics arts teacher, who is now earning more as a stevedore. When he was
teaching, his students were consistently winning national awards. Also, it is discouraging to see
many teachers leave today past ten years...sometimes only within a couple of years. Many
teachers | speak with say they are burnt out and want to retire, and they only have about 10 years
on average.

It's time to take this seriously, because | already see the frightening trend that many teachers are
retiring as soon as they can just so they don’t have to take all the crap being shoved down their
throats. Funding should go to classroom teachers, not the bureaucrats who tell us what to do. We
are the ones who work in the trenches for our youth and funding is key to making education a top
priority. To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills.

Respectfully,
Candace Chun, Mililani High School, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: SH 77 <silverhonu77@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 4:35 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION RE: SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Anjanette Naganuma. | am a teacher from Lahainaluna High School on Maui. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools because schools are struggling to hire qualified
teachers. Every year there are unfilled positions in our school that are then staffed by day-to-day or
long-term substitutes. This situation lacks stability and students are given the impression that their
education is not a priority. Class sizes have grown, but the infrastructure and equipment to support
this increase has not. In any given year for the last 20 years, on average, only half our teaching staff
has 5 or more years experience at our school. Teachers that leave feel undersupported and
underappreciated. The teachers that have stayed have laid strong roots in the community, but even
we are struggling: to find and keep housing close to our schools, to make time for our family and our
students when we are working second jobs. | have family who have left the islands to move to the
continental US where cost of living is lower and pay is higher, and they encourage me to do the
same.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Anjanette Naganuma, Maui District, Maui



EDNtestimony

From: "KONALIZZI@GMAIL.COM" <konalizzi@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 5:57 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Education

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Lisa Martin. [ am a teacher from West Hawaii on the Big Island. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools so that we can attract teachers that will stay.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Lisa Martn



EDNtestimony

From: Cindy Constantino <funlifelive023@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 7:13 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 20172 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Cynthia Constantino and I am a teacher from Royal Kunia on
Oahu. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase
funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build

the foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every
dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns,
not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic

society. It is a necessity that we invest in education if we are to build a strong
future.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A
vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to
connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and
Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special
needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the pay teachers
make is not enough to make a decent living. I am a single parent with three
children and not only do I teach full time but I have another full time job that I
struggle to juggle. I do this so I can make sure that I can pay my bills and put
food on my table for my children. I think it is sad that I am only a few
moments in time away from being that homeless family. In addition, my

1



students deserve the technology that can facilitate them into the future. My
students need funding to update and keep pace with the changing diversity of
technology in order to stay on the top. We discuss coding with our students but
the question is are we really able to provide them the tools and resources? If
we are not, then we are just offering them empty hope. Also in other to
facilitate coding with our own students, teachers need time and the the
technology tools in order to colors and experiment with coding so that they can
assist students and make the opportunity a successful one.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need
your help. Mahalo.

Cynthia Constantino, Royal Kunia, Oahu

Sent from my iPhone



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jenella Ogitani. | am a teacher from the Leeward District on Oahu. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public
schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested
in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy,
but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for
these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their
students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing
resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that
reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because of several reasons:
Operational budgets for teachers have been cut making it difficult for us to assist those
students who are economically challenged. My family has sacrifice so that | would be
able to purchase basic supplies so that my students would have something to write with,
calculate math or create art projects. | have personally seen many teachers, born and
raised here in Hawaii, leave the State to pursue careers where they can afford to raise a
family, purchase a home or keep their homes. | have personally held two jobs to make
ends meet, but due to the long “unpaid” hours that it takes to be an efficient teacher, |
had to quit those jobs making it a financial burden on my family. | am the primary
provider for my family and | have not recovered from the “Imposed Furlough” we had to
endure. As we speak, my home is in foreclosure and | am drastically trying to hold on to



it and still perform my job the best of my abilities. It is a struggle and | really do not see
an end if the budget does not improve.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.
Mahalo.

Jenella Ogitani

Leeward District
Oahu, Hawaii



EDNtestimony

From: roeleno@juno.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 7:39 AM
To: EDNtestimony

Cc: mhiga@hsta.org; bcha@hsta.org
Subject: Re: SB 683 & SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Romeo Eleno and I'm a teacher at Lana'i High & Elementary School on the Island of Lana'i in the district of
Maui. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future for a healthy and economic Hawaii. It is pertinent to build a foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow; therefore, we must invest every dollar in our public schools for a more open and democratic
society.

To get our schools into the 21st century we need to educate the whole child that includes arts and physical education. In
addition, we must also provide resources and services for students with special needs and professional pay that reflects
the value of all hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools especially in rural areas such as Lana'i, Hana and Moloka'i. Although
we are considered smaller schools, we still need just as much or even more funding than larger schools as we still need
workers to cook the food in the cafeteria, clean and upkeep the classroom and campus, and provide educational
services for all students. The weighted student formula has always been a terrible formula to be used as a guideline
when providing funding for ALL public schools.

As an educator with over 20 years of experience, | still have to "moonlight" in order to make ends meet to survive. For
teachers working other jobs in addition to teaching, it has a negative effect when it comes to the quality of education for
our students.

I humbly ask that you support SB 683 & SB 686 for the sake of our students and teachers in Hawaii public schools.
Mabhalo,

Romeo Eleno
Health/PE Teacher, Lana'i High & Elementary School Lana'i



Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Lynne Tanaka. I am a teacher from Honolulu District on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in support of SB
683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just
for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes, especially Special Education students, that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and
professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because... [OPTIONAL: INSERT a paragraph or two, tell your
personal story or specific anecdotes about how lack of funding affects your students, how low pay and a lack of resources
are driving teachers out of the profession, how teachers have to hold second and third jobs, etc. Make sure to emphasize
how these situations are harmful to students.]

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Lynne J. Tanaka, Honolulu District, Oahu.



EDNtestimony

From: Erik Jennings <jenningse001@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 8:06 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: support of SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Erik Jennings. | am a teacher in the Canoe Complex on the island of Maui.. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because | am currently teaching students with
special needs in a facility that | feel is not safe. As of today, | have a work order for a hot water heater
that is currently smoking, with the possibility of carbon monoxide seeping into my classroom. Also |
have many holes in the walls and termite damage in my classroom. My classroom is on the condemn
list, but the school is waiting on funding for building. | teach a program called Community Based
Instruction, that currently has no funding for instruction in the community. To go 3 miles on an
excursion | have to use classroom funds to pay for Robert's Hawaii School Bus. The charge is $100-
150 for a 3 mile round trip.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills.

We need your help.

Mahalo.

Erik Jennings



EDNtestimony

From: Haley van Noord <alohahaley@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 8:26 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Haley van Noord. | am a teacher at Lahaina Intermediate on the island of Maui. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our schools are an investment in our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our
community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise
of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we have a huge teacher shortage and
need to retain high quality educators in this state. In my nine years at Lahaina Intemediate | have
seen countless teachers come from the mainland for a year only to return back to their home states
because they could not afford to live here as a result of the poor wages. | am mentoring a first year
teacher who was recruited by the HIDOE from North Dakota, who has had two additional jobs in
addition to her teaching career since she arrived just so she can afford a one bedroom studio in the
vicinity of our school. She does not even own a vehicle as the cost would be more than she can
afford on her beginning teacher salary. The turnover of teachers is not good for our keiki. We need
to provide our students with teachers who can afford to stay here.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Haley van Noord
Lahaina Intermediate

Canoe Complex, Maui



EDNtestimony

From: Kristi Miyamae <kristim808@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 12:48 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION RE: SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Kristi Miyamae. | am a teacher at Mililani Middle School on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

As a chapter president for HSTA, | have spoken to many people in our district and they struggle day
to day with the large number of students in the class. Teachers want to interact with their students,
but are unable to. With a push to differentiate and move to inclusion, where is the support to make
this successful? Also, teachers want students to be well-rounded individuals, by teaching the arts and
languages. We want to give our students what they deserve and what they need to be competitive in
society.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Mahalo,

Kristi Miyamae
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Troy Freitas <troyfreitas@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:25 PM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Troy Freitas | am a teacher from Radford High in Honolulu. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683
and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just
for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because | have been teaching for 17 years and love my job, but need
to make more money. Other opportunities or options often challenge me in leaving teaching for something that pays
more. | have a Mechanical Engineering degree and a Professional Diploma in Secondary Education and have thought of
ways to make more. Getting paid to live comfortably and retire respectfully is something | want to have regarding the
teaching profession that | have put so much in too. Help me and many other who feel the same way.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Troy Freitas
Central District

Oahu

Sent from my iPhone



EDNtestimony

From: Kristi Miyamae <kristim808@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 12:48 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION RE: SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Kristi Miyamae. | am a teacher at Mililani Middle School on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

As a chapter president for HSTA, | have spoken to many people in our district and they struggle day
to day with the large number of students in the class. Teachers want to interact with their students,
but are unable to. With a push to differentiate and move to inclusion, where is the support to make
this successful? Also, teachers want students to be well-rounded individuals, by teaching the arts and
languages. We want to give our students what they deserve and what they need to be competitive in
society.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Mahalo,

Kristi Miyamae
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Laverne Moore <laverne.moorehi@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 1:05 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: Cha, Brandon

Subject: SD 683 and SB 686 Testimony

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2:02PM

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

I'm Laverne Fernandes Moore, a special education teacher at McKinley High School, serving as the President of the Honolulu Chapter
of HSTA, representing 3,325 teachers. | am a long time resident of Hawaii Kai and submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB
686 to increase a steady flow of funding for public schools.

As a teacher at McKinley High School, developers are turning our community into a multi-million dollar exclusive neighborhood
for the rich and powerful without having them pay impact fees. They are receiving tax breaks when they should be paying their
fair share for infrastructure which in my opinion impacts the education of our students. They are forcing our families into
homelessness or leaving the district which is depriving our students of a first class education.

Passing SB 686 and SB 686 is a vote for lower class size which affords our teachers the ability to connect with their students,

provide whole child education that includes the arts, physical education, music, community based education, multiple selection
of languages, providing resources and services for students with special needs and equable pay to recruit and retain qualified

teachers for our statewide public school system.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit written testimony. Your support in investing in our children’s education is appreciated.

Laverne Fernandes Moore, House District 18, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: j I <jlhilo3@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 9:21 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2p.m.

Dear Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jacqueline Kubo Luna. | am a teacher from Hilo/Waiakea Complex on Island of Hawaii. |
am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools because the lack of funding negatively affects my
students' academic success. Next year | will have 28 second grade students in a small 23'x23' very
hot, cramped class. Can you imagine how difficult it is to learn in these conditions. Imagine the noise
level from 2 main roads and 28 kids. There is no room for movement, creatively, and the essential
discovery activities kids of this age need to learn. Our school has also lost many positions, EA's, and
tutors because of the lack of funding. The lack of resources and administrator's lack of teacher
support are driving our teachers out of the profession. | personally hold 3 jobs just to make ends meet
for my three children and myself. The increasing cost of medical premiums will also force me to find
another profession that can provide support for me and my family. | am a 28 year veteran teacher

1



with young teenage kids of my own. | love teaching, but | can't continue to work 3 jobs, spend every
waking hour to plan and differentiate for my students, and expect that these conditions are not
harmful to my students, my family, and my own health. We need support.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.
Mahalo,

Jacqueline Kubo Luna

Teacher, Hilo/Waiakea Complex

Hawaii District



EDNtestimony

From: Nichole Zirzow <nichole.zirzow@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 9:53 AM
To: EDNtestimony

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Nichole K. Zirzow. I am a teacher for deaf and hard-of-hearing students on Kauai. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals provide a means for Hawai’i’s schools to better meet the needs of all the children of
Kauai. A vote for these measures is a vote to retain highly qualified teachers, for lower class sizes that allow
teachers to connect with their students and provide them the attention and support they so greatly need, whole
child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing adequate resources and services for
students with special needs, and the additional training and professional pay that reflects the value of our
hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Nichole K. Zirzow, M.Ed.
Kauai District, Kauai



EDNtestimony

From: Roy Hannu <roy.hannu@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 10:03 AM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Roy Hannu. I am a teacher from Central District on Oahu.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the low pay that teacher earn will drive out many
potential good teachers. I have taught international before and I am actually able to make a savings. Others
see the low pay as well and realize that they can make more money in other places and this will drive out a lot
of excellent educators. We need to be compensated for our profession.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Roy Hannu, Central District, Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Roberta Yamamoto <ladyaina@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 10:19 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony for SB 683 and 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Roberta Yamamoto. | am a teacher from Windward District on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the lack of adequate funding means
discussing what we need to sacrifice to keep programs or staff to ensure that our keiki get good
education. We need to attract and keep good, qualified teachers in Hawaii. And, we need those
teachers to focus on what’s good for their classrooms, not whether or not they have the energy to go
to their second or third jobs.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Roberta Yamamoto

Windward
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Jen Sarpi <jensarpi@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 10:56 AM
To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jennifer Sarpi. | am a Counselor from Leeward District on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we need to have quality teachers in the
classrooms in order for our students to be successful.
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Jennifer Sarpi
Leeward District

Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Natasha Taketa <tsunrise12@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 11:25 AM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony on SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committees:

My name is Natasha Taketa. | am a teacher from Honolulu on Oahu. | am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and
SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just
for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our students deserve the best.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Natasha Taketa

Honolulu

Oahu

Sent from my iPhone



EDNtestimony

From: Lacey Cabral <laceycabral@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 12:22 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Support of SB 683 and 686

My name is Lacey Cabral and | am a Counselor from the Keaau-Pahoa District on the Big Island. |
am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.
We need additional funding for our public schools, because it has been proven that our State just
does not have enough money to sustain the ever changing needs of students. Technology has
become a daily need for our students but it also costs a lot more money to sustain vs. text

books. Our students need to be given the opportunity to thrive in a global society that is in a constant
state of technological change. With additional funding we would be able to compete with private
schools like Punahou or Kamehameha whereby each student is provided one to one access with
supports. Our resources could be broadened and opportunities for our students could soar! Would
we be in a great place if education could be one less thing to worry about when trying to reconcile the
State's budget?

Thank you for your time!



EDNtestimony

From: Paul Waite <paulwaite@kahukuel.k12.hi.us>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 12:15 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Education

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Merlin Paul Waite. | am a teacher from the Windward District on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the students are suffering as needed
resources are lacking in the classroom. Many new teachers are leaving and many others are
choosing to get out of the DOE. As they leave we are stuck with substitutes rather than highly
qualified teachers. Everything is having a negative impact on our keiki. Please secure the future by
helping today.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Merlin Paul Waite, Windward District Oahu
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(To locate yolit senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. L am

ou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB6E6, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
chitdren, including the recruitment and retenticn of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential nvestment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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{To locate A\ocﬂ senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SE686, HE180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amandment
that reads: ™"shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical educaticn, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommaodations?” Thank
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Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by suppertin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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{Te lecate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawait's public schools are underfunded, this has fed to chronic teacher shortages,
farge class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

ki and_our public schoois, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendmeant
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alt of Hawail's
chiidren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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(To locate Ew_. senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedial needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quatity public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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{To locats <oE senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedial needs students, I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™" Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education proegramming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommadations?" Thank
you.
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Hawaii’s public schools are _._sn_m:",c:ama this has led to chronic teachier shartages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. 1 am

SB6R3, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.
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Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmn_mk needs students. I am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shalt the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaitan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you,
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawali's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a

surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with cur special needs students. Lam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alf of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal 2_5 our m_umn_m_ needs students. Tam

SB683, SB686, HE180, HB182, These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?® Thank
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. T am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
spedial education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaitan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommaodations?” Thank
you.
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(To iocate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB&B3, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “*Shall the legislature fund a quaiity pubiic education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m:.“_m class sizes, and the failure ,8 deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. 1 am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
speciat education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawatian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as previded by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
YOoul.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. 1.am
askin iki i i

ou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB685, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality pubiic education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.
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Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
aslding you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SBG83, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills suppart a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
youl.
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Hawaii's pubtic schools are c:n_m_._nc:ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure 8 deal with our m_umn_m_ needs students. Lam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you.
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HAWAI STATT TEACRERS ASSQCIATIIN
SEN. .83 J/ m,,x(c,, m»m.

REP.
(To

Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal s.&._ our special needs students, I am

e méoc_, senator and representative go to openstates.org)

asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investmant property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you,
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

(Place comments

REP. LT
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawali's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683. SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by est@ablishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeaodations?” Thank
you.
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TO!

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

&
oV o

VYV
HSTA

HAWAI STATE TRACHERS ASECCHATON

SEN. \\\\ \QN&QMP
REP., TTHT cLed

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are c:am_,_n::n_mn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_mm needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: "Shali the legislature fund a quality public education for all ¢f Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

"~ Debrm OE,

{Place cornments on the back)
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NAME:

ADDRESS:

T

i
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REP, Kv /1 H&U

(To locate your senator and representative go tc openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has jed to chronic teacher shertages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. L a
yport our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the fegislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
spedial education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaitan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

i
%
RAAA
HSTA

HKAARN STATE TEACHERS ASTGSUTON

SEN, Jill Toyydu
rep, KEN THD

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

oy to support our keild and our publiic schoals, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawall's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian languags, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?” Thank
you.

Janine, Bali caQ
45 -UgL  Lohi St - Fancont
ey S\

(Piace comments on the back)




TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

B
eVe

HAWAI STAIE TRACHIRS ASSOCIATION

sen, i1 Tokweda )
REP, fern T

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's pubiic schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiiure to deal with our mcmn_m_ needs students. Lam

SB6332, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutionat Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?” Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

T
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HAWAI STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SEN. ,,af ] Tolcuide

REP. m_h.mw\ \ (il H\%AV

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “Shall the legisfature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you.
Tomnne Mt
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

g
oV o
sYeVe
HSTA

“HAWA STSIE TEACHERS ASSOTANON

vl Tokuoda
REP. § HHTV

(To locate your senator and representative go to opensiates.org)

Hawail’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our special needs students. L am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SBE83, SB685, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

w
&
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RAMIR]Y STATE TEAGHERS ASOCIATIOHN

sen. 1Ll ToKubpA
rer, FREN 1TD

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keild and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the leqgislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawalii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicai education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian tfanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HSTA

RAWAT STATE TCACHIRS A340CIARON

SEN. J :\ To kuyda
REP. K@J N.Nlﬁu

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's pubtic scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mwom class sizes, m:a the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am am

SBG683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legisiature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by estabiishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you. -
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

q
84.
5
HSTA

sen.  Keh o ]
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rep. T N TOXRdal

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB6B3, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutionat Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the fegislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you. :
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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HSTA

Hawal ATE TTACHERS ASSOCIATION

sen. Vi1l Tokeudg
REP. e Tho

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large ciass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SBG83, SB636, HB180, HB182. Thase hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education far all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.

Renee Kamlirn
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

&5

\lﬁgn m.sm TLACHIRS ASSOCIAT

SEN. ;_ 4.
REP. Ogﬁ\g { 9 \._._\:.Q\Pm\ A

(To iocate B& senator and representative go {o openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, msn_ the failure to deal with our special needs students, L am
asking you fo support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amandment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?” Thank
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

T
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HSTA

HERAI STATE TEACHTRS ASSQCIATION

sen. JLL  TOKULA
Rep TR T AL oA oL£e

(To iocate your senator and representative go to openstates.ory)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
Jarge class sizes, and the failure .8 amm_ with our mumn_m_ needs students. 1 am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutiona! Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, rmusic,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor mn8330amzo:mu._ Thank
you.
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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SEN. M,.Ml‘ # -ﬂns_ﬂ cm@r\
e, Oy, Thelen

(To locate &\ocﬁ senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
Jarge ciass sizes, and the fallurs to deal with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: " Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on Emam:gmm investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To+écate your senator and Fepresentative go to openétates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our speda! needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawai's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiizn studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
youl. o
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

B
e
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SEN. ﬂ\ﬂh; o S_fge;
REP, K@ﬁ H \W\U

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's pubtic schoois are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the fallure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
S$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investrnent property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
YOl
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

.ﬁ.

HSTA

HAWATLSTATE TEACHERS ASFDGIATION.

SEN. Qﬂ: A.@g
REP, QM:s\.%h\* @P@k\ﬁ\o\&\

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are c_.am:“.::n_mn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™'Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawait's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential invesiment property and visitor accommeodations?™ Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:
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M
i)
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HAWAI[ TIATE TUACKERS ASSOCIAYION

SEN. ,L.,// /(/ BiTa 3Cﬁ a
REP. m)% FAS Y

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schiools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to ammm with our special needs students. I am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
mcﬂnjmam on residential investment property and visitor accornmodations?™ Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

«.
A
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HAVATLSTATE TEACHERS ASTOCIATION

SEN, qf//\ lla..nu fAFwP\
rer. Ren Lo

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schocls are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. T am
agking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB636, HB180Q, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaif's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special educaticn programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
youl.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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%
HMSTA

HAWAI JTRIE MEACHERS ASSOCIANON

' - ;
SEN. (wlw gﬁxbmﬂ
REP. Rmﬁ Lto

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.crg)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chrenic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with cur special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, &
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you. ,
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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MAWAT] STATE TEACHIRS AXSOCATICN.

sen. <Ll TokKude
Rer. Kow L1147

(To lecate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schaols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bifls support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, att, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

Oul.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

«
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MAWRH STATE TEACHTRS ASTOUIATION

Gl

(To |oCate your senator and ﬂmuammm:.ﬁmﬁzm go to openstates.org)

Hawail’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmn_mm needs students. L am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB1B2. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower ¢lass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

M

efo
o e
v
SASTA
REP.

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org}

Hawaii's public schools are ::n_m_.E:ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure 8 amm_ with our mumn_m; needs students. I am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education prograrmming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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(To locate your sénator and representative go to openstates.org)

RE: Hawzii's public schools are c:aml.::n_mn_ this has fed o chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SE686, HE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
m:m_m class sizes, m:a the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the fegistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

you,
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.crg)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedial needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicai education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residentiat investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
youl,
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WAL STATE TENCHERS ASSOCIANCH

sen. Jill Tekudq
REp.  [Cen [f=

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are undarfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our speciai needs students. Iam am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amandment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower ciass sizes,
special education prograrmming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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NAME:
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MAWAT] STATE TEAGHERS ASSTUIATION
SEN, f “ ..ﬂo MAS a

REP. wA Sh r+o

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.crg)

Hawaii’s public schools are ::aml.::n_mn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure .B deal with cur m_umn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical educaticn, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii‘s public schools are underfunded, this has fed to chronic teacher shortages,
large dlass sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. Lam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studles, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accemmodations?” Thank
you.

Cored N\ AL19Y

(Place comments on the back)




@‘
Do

HSTA

aaras Kran 5TATE TEACHERS ASSOTAHON

TO: SEN. M_ﬂkmi
REP. %A&\. ﬂ/\@

(To locate your sefator and representative go to openstates.org)

RE: Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
farge class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our kejki and our ublic schools, by supportin
SB683. SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis suppert a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislaturs fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, rnusic,
Hawafian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
yOul,
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led o chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you te support our keilki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawai's
chifdren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and tachnical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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(To locate your mm:mﬁoﬂ m:a ﬂmuﬂmmmﬂﬁm.ﬁ;\m go .8 oum:mﬁmﬁmm.oav

Hawaii's public schogls are c:amlc:nmn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m@m class sizes, and the failure 8 n_mm_ with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HE182, These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
speciai education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a

surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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RE:
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HAHAI STATE TEACRERS ASSGCIARON
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REP._. it K¢ a4
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our ublic schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawali's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaifan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment preperty and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you, o
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{To locate your senator and representative go to oum:mﬂmﬂmmb@

Hawaii's public schools are c:n_m}._:ﬁ_mﬁ_H this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I.am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the iegisiature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
speciai education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank

(Place 833%8 on .Sm back)



TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HERAN STATE TRACKIRS ASSOCIATION
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led te chronic teacher shoriages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, $B686, HB180, HB182 These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legisiature fund a guality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
speciat education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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RE:
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HEWAIL STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SEN. L; JUUN\
REP. Am%mﬂ N@@gww Iolg

(To locate your senator and representative o to openstates. 5.01g)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
m:mm class sizes, and the failure ta deal with our special needs students. L am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a no:m.n_Eﬂ_o:m“ Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislatura fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and reprasentative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you o support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
5B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

ou.
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RE:
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{To locate your senator and ﬂmnwmmm:wuumzm go to cpenstates.org

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faflure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
5B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org}

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:a the failure to deai with cur mummm_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “Shall the legislature fund a quality public educaticn for all of Hawail’s
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technicai education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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(To locatd your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's pubtic schoois are underfunded, this has lad to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and techrical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?” Thank
YOoul.
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(To locate your mm:mﬁoﬁ and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, m:a the Tailure to deal with our m_umn_m_ needs students. I.am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislzture fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you._
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(Te locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

RE: Hawaii‘s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure .B n_mm" with our special needs students, Lam am

SB683, SB636, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
chitdren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawallan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accemmodations?” Thank
you.,
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faifure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
5B683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendmert
that reads: ™ Shalt the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of taachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaitan studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thark

you. ‘ - .
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

P £1ALE FEACHERS ASSCUIATION

SEN. _~Tokude

REP.
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB6B6, HB1BO, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; “"Shall the {egislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and representative go te openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I.am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality publiic education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations? Thank

you.
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NAME:

ADDRESS:

B
Ty
HSTA
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(To locate your senator and representative go tc openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
farge ciass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
RHawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential invastment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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(To loCate Your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deat with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keili and our public schools by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public aducation for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retertion of teachers, lower dlass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and reprasentative go to opensiates.org)

Hawaif's public schools are ::amﬂm._:ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the fatlure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, iower class sizes,
gpecial education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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(To locate your senator and representative go to cpenstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led tc chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedial needs students. I am
askin ort our kejki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB1B2. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential lnvestment property and visltor accommodations?” Thank

you, x
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NAME:
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(To locate - your senator and Boﬂmmm:ﬁmﬂzm go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has fed to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
S$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the iegisiature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studles, and Hawalian fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
You.
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(Tc locate your senator and representative go to o,nm:m_“m_“mm.o@

Hawaii’s public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our ublic schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for a! of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitmant and retention of teachers, fower class sizes,
special education programrming, career and technical education, art, rmusic,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
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Rep. kg Téo

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. 1.am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by suppotting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residentiai investment property and visitor accornmodations?” Thank
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schaools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a guality public educaticn for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education prograrmming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you. /-
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org}

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “*Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education prograrmming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our speciat needs students. T am
asking you ko support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SBE686, HB180, HB182. These bills suipport a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “Shall the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
speciat education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaitan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investrent property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
YOLL
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m:.“_m class sizes, and the failure 8 n_mm_ with our mnmn_m_ needs students. Iam

SB683, SB686, HBE180, HE182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alt of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, iower class sizes,
special educaticn programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?™ Thank
you.
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HEMAN STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.crg)

RE: Hawaii's public schools are cgamnn.::ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

that reads: “"Shall the legislature E:a a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommaodations?” Thank

NAME:
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

3

TYVY
HSTA

RAWAN STATZ TEACHERS ALYCTIARTH

sen. . A\ w/w Tokudo
rer,_ Koy Tio

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
targe class sizes, m:.n_ the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am

asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legistature fund a guality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.

TJoulexno Tom

4o, 3 Kukia S+
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{Place comments on the back}



TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

{To locate <oc_,.mm:m8ﬂ m:a ﬁmuﬂmmm:ﬁmnzm go 8 openstates.org}

Hawaii's public schoois are underfunded, this has led te chronic teacher shortages,
_m_dm class sizes, and the faiiure «8 deal with our special needs students. I.am

S$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “*Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

T
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HAWAR STATE TEACHERS ASSORIATION

SEN. ;UM\: %ﬂﬂ.w\.l.ﬂ hew
REP. _’AN\.\.( ...Hﬂ.k..ml;a

(To lacate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's pubiic schaols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiiure to deal with our special needs students. Lam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investrent property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you. . ‘
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

g
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HSTA

MAWAIL STATE TEACHERS ASSCCIATIDN

SEN. Qu: ..ﬂcfi&oﬂ
rep. KON T4o

(To locate your senator and represeriative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
mmam class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our mnmn_m_ needs students. I am

$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.

Kod(ind Souza
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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KaWAR STATE TEACKELS ASSOCLATIOH

SEN. Qﬂm IW_HNJT%
rer._fet D

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deat with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “*Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alf of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and Visitor accommodations?” Thank
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HSTA

HAWAIL STATE TCACHERS ASFOCIATON

SEN. AN v TwoAa

REP.___¥of™  i%e
{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686,. HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and {echnical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you,
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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HAWAIL FIATE TEASHERS ASSOCIAON
m———

sen._ Dl A ok
REP. X@?]MJ@

(To locate your senator and representative go to cpenstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, 2
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.

Wevin niing
Y6R1¢ Buky Bd

Caveohe Yoruy

(Place comments on the back)




TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

B
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BAWAH STATE TEACHERS ASSOCTAION

sen_ O 0N ToRudg
REP. \.m&,ﬁm\ﬁ. ﬁ@@?oﬁgwﬁw&\

{To locate ﬂocﬂ senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedal needs students. L am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shali the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and techrical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?” Thank

you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME;:

ADDRESS:

q
NAAS
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HEWAIL STATE FEACHERS ASSOTIRTION

SEN. \M w / _Scnﬂ\\
REP, _.m\x\) aEd

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shorfages,
_m:.“_m class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ naeds students. I am

S$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential invastment property and visiter accommodations?" Thank

you. C e e .
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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HAWAI| STATE TEACHERS ASSCOATION

SEN. L?./% ﬁ?{aGfﬁo,.mozm. N
REP. Jil O,Pcrw& v

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.crg)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m:“._m class sizes, m_..a the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawallan language, by estabiishing, as provided by iaw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you,
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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HSTA

RAWAD STATE TRACHERS ASSOCTATON

SEN.

REP. \\N \4@03(%.&\\@\6

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, msn_ the failure to deal with our mumn_mw needs students. I am

SB6B3, SB686, HB180, HB1B2. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shalt the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accornmodations?™ Thank
you.
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Ko

AAAS
HSTA

HAWAIE STATE TERCHERS ASSQCIATION

SEN. SHL \ﬁoﬁzﬁwa
Rep. Jdovvedt  Heololkalpie

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shoriages,
large class sizes, and the faifure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by suppottin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
chiidren, including the recruitment ard retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

_,w.m iﬂoﬁgng

SEN. ...

9. o] monmﬁm your mm:mﬁoﬁ m:a Suﬂmmms.ﬁm.ﬂzm go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shali the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitmant and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
m:a:m&m on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

SEN.

REP. ,
{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with cur special neads students. I.am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and refention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accormmodations?” Thank
you.
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HARAI STATE TEACHERS ASSOLTATON

SEN. Jill Tekuda

REP, Jarrett Keohokalole

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schaals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m:.“_m class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_mm needs students. L am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower ¢lass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaifan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?® Thank
you.

Jomianne,  Nailii
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org}

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and_our public schools, by supportin
5B683, SB686, H2180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amandment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower dlass sizes,
special education programming, carear and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you, /\
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

T
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HAWAI STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIANTN

sev, O Tokuda
rep, Kin TH4o

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
askin iki i

ou to support our keiki and our public schools, by su
S5B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, Inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?® Thank

you.
(ptia  Tamashiym

‘&r\\. 24 Kumes Lp

Karneohe . HH1 94744

{Place comments on the back)




TO:

RE:

MAME:

ADDRESS:

T
Bl
T

-HST2
SEN. u]: _ ze‘g% amWSQQ
REP. «.mum\y \ é

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are c_._am_.a:n_mn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam ¢lass sizes, and the failure 8 n_mm_ with our m_umn_m_ needs students. I am

SBG683, SB686, HB1B0, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

" Weredith K. Word
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

@.
%

Ny e IA
SEN. \IM_,N ..\N\U ~Rc\h\%\

REP. C/h \&:} \ﬂSM@«&?f

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's _u:c:n schools are ::am:nc:ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. T am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
chiidren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by estzblishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?® Thank

"y Mtredas
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

(Place comments on the back)
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(To locate your senator and representative go to ommmmﬂmﬂmm.oau
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Hawaii’'s public schools are undarfunded, this has ied to chronic feacher shortages,
large: class sizes, and the failure to deal with cur spedial neads students. I am
asking you to su in
5BG283, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the Jegislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, Including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, miusic,
Hawatian studies, and Hawafiar. fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommiodations?™ Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

M
%
HSTA

SEN. ./.W.MZ Tokudan
REP. Ken 4o

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
S$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?" Thank

you.
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

5
HSTA

MAWAR STATE TCACHERT ALSOCLANOH

SEN. &: \@TC@%
REP. X@) t.o

(To iocate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our momn_m_ needs students, I am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
Yol
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To focate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shoriages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam

ou to support our kejki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686. HB180, HE182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower dlass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan languags, by establishing, as provided by law, a

surcharge on residentia! investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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{To locate yvour senater and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaif's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by iaw, a
surcharge on residential investment preperty and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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T
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has fed to chronic tzacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure ﬂo amm_ with our special needs students. L am

SB683, $SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special aducation programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawalian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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RE:

NAME:
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(To lecate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools ars underfunded, this has led o chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. T am
asking you to sypport our keiki 2nd our public schools. by sul ortin
SB683, SB636, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shali the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
YOu. |
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

MAWAT STATE TCACHELS ALSGTIARCH
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REP. wr\? N. v

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
askinag you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quatity public educaticn for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawalian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommaodations?” Thank
you,
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
askin
SB683. SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills suppart a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawali's
chitdren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visiter accommodations? Thank
you.
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NAME:

ADDRESS:
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SEN. Q\W: I_lO—ACD_Q
rep, ey 4D

(To locate your senator and representative go to cpenstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faflure to deal with our special needs students, L am
asking you to support our keiki and_our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawail's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

o
ﬁ.
Ty
HSTA

HAWAIL SIATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SEN. @45.1)"? Thieler
REP. /TS \ﬁf&&r

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m:.“_m class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. L am

lls suppert a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, careet and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?” Thank
youl.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

S
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HSTA

HAWAIL STATE TEACHERS Atsottation

SEN. .w.s‘. ,“. M/\v\ h.mm-akﬂ

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment proparty and visitor accommodations?” Thank
<oF
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TO:

RE;

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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SEN. % m Mf \mu mgwaﬁsaz
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(To locate Your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our spedial needs studants. Iam
asking you fo support our keiki and our publi¢ schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawai's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower ciass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by iaw, a
surcharge on residantial investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
u.
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TO:

RE:
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public scheols are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiiure to deal with our special needs students. I a
asking you to su ik i

ort our keiki and gur public schools, by supportin
5B683, SB686. HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian stucies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.,
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T
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HAWAT TTATE TEACHERS ASSOUHATION

SEN. u._: N, Te Kcmﬁ
REP. Q..D_\_\_w.._-+ KK echo kalole

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deai with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, &
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mEm class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students, 1 am

$B683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
YOu.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HAMAN STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

SEN. _(.L.m fﬂowﬁi‘&&
Rep, K€t Tho

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schocls are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiture to deal with our special neads students. I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public scheols, by supportin
SB683, SE6B6. HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technica educatien, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
you.
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(To I5Zate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schoois are cuamﬂ?:amah this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
farge class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
chiidren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by estabiishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
<oc
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(To locate your sénator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
farge class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shali the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodaticns?" Thank
<oct
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NAME:

ADDRESS:
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SEN. T On
REP.__ Foi~ VLo

(To focate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)
Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led 2o chronic teacher shertages,
large class sizes, and the failiire to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to support our keiki and our publiic schools, by su ortin
SB683. SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutionat Amendmerit
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ali of Hawaii's
children, inciuding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studtes, and Hawaiian languags, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

g
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REP, § \K@

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.arg)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Iam
askin iki i

ou to support our keiki and oyr public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB1B0, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ""Shall the legislature fund a quality public edugation for all of Hawail's
chitdren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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Y
=HSsTA

— HAWAR STATE TEACHERS ASFOSIATION

SEN. J Ri&%

rep, 2 [ o

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawail's public schools are csam_.a:ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
wmam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mvmn_m_ needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a guality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower dlass sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Bawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
YOLL
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NAME:

ADDRESS:
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KAWAl STATE TEACHERS ASSOUATION

SEN. uq.,..m _ ,L@NQQM.Q(

REP. curd €17 »\w QM_:,_WED M_.EF\

{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has ied to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faifure to dea! with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our publjc schoals, by supporting
SB683, SB686. HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, fower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawallan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment praperty and visitor accommodations?® Thank
you.
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

e
%
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MAWAN STATE MEACHERS ASSO0ARON

SEN. xﬁ\\ NFR\ML
REP. Y\XW& NQ%&&NA .

(To locate your senator and representative go {o openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supporting
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of feachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

RE: Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led te chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. ITam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB1.80, HB182, These bills support a Constitutionaf Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for alt of Hawail's
chitdren, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, fower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
you,
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

q
TYVY
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HAWAIf STATE TLACHERS ASFOCIATION

SEN., rlw/// G,.,.A(/W%Q
REP, e ™ TINO

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shartages,
_mBm class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m“ needs students. X am

SB683, SB686, HBE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for ail of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HSTA

HANAI SYATE TEACHERS ASSDCTANCH

SEN. F ¢ § { J\“W&N«
REP. =L If=

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are c:am:“::amg this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
farge dass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am

asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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TO:

NAME:
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(To locate your senatcr and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
“mam dlass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam

ou to support our keiki and_pur public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills suppcrt a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality pubfic education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment _ua_um_d\ and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you,
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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THAWAI STAT? TEACHELS ASSOCIANCH

SEN. vw \ cf:}:r

REP. W@? Tu

(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
askin i i i

ou to support our keiki and gur public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawailan studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitar accommodations?" Thank
you.
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shertages,
large dlass sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for alt of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

it
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

(To tocate <oE senator and Euammzﬁmﬁ_«_m go to oum_ﬁmnmm org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the faiiure 8 amm_ with our mumn_m_ needs students. L am

SB6R2, SB686, HB180, HB182, These hills support a Constitutionat Armendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality pubtic education for all of Hawaii's
children, in¢luding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education proegramming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommaodations?” Thank
you.
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

MAMAT) STATE TEACHERY ASSOCIAYION
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(To locate your senator znd aqummm:ﬂmg.‘m go to cpenstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has fed to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, b supportin
5B683, 5B686, HB180, HB182, These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment ard retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
you.
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TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:
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HAR¥A| STATE TEACHERS ALSCOANON
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chrenic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the faiiure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to suppeort our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian fanguage, by establishing, as providad by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chrenic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the fature .8 n_mm_ with our special needs studenis. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legisiature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaif's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?” Thank
youl,
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmnm__ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HBE180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™'Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaif's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investmant property and visitor accommodations?" Thank
youl.

Teaune frelokan

45425 Ly po St

Kamneahe th 9470

(Place comments on the back)



TO:

RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

B
ove
o.d.o

T_m._u}

HEWAIL JTATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATON
T | Mgy E
sEN, -t Tekudao_

REp, K€y T
(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal E_n: our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank

you.
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TO: " SEN.

REP.

RE:

ii‘s public schoals are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the faifure .8 n_mm_ with our momn_mm needs students. Lam am

SB6S3, $SB686, HR180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for ail of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawailan fanguage, by establishing, as provided by law, a
mcﬂnsmam on residential investment property angd visitor accommodations?” Thank
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RE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

=><$m STATE TEACHERS ATFOCTANON

nrainlVd
SEN, \ %m4&mn\\m~\\ A

REP. i.m 78

(To locate your senator and representative go o openstates.org)

Hawali’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students, I am
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, Including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaitan language, by estabiishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schoois are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality pubfic education for all of Hawail's
children, incdluding the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawafian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommedations?™ Thank
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Hawaii's public schools are _._:n_m_é:amg this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_mam class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mumn_m_ needs students. I am am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legistature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special mg:nmgo: programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawatian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?” Thank

you,
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Hawaii's public schools are c:amﬂm._:gma this has led to chrenic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mvmn_m_ needs studenis. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182, These hills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shail the legislature fund a quaiity public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment preperty and visitor accommedations?" Thank
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. Lam
asking you to support our keiki and our public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislaturs fund a quality public education for alf of hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education prograrmming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawatiian studies, and Hawailan language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment preperty and visitor accommodations?” Thank
yoll.
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{To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii‘'s public schools are c:am:ﬂ:ama this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with cur mumn_m_ needs studenis. I am

SB683, SBE686, HB180, HB182, These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads; ™"'Shall the legislature fund a quaiity public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by faw, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommadations?™ Thank
YOUL
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NAME:

ADDRESS:
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(To locate your senator and representative go o openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, m:n_ the failure to deal s__ﬁj our special needs students. I am

SB683, SB68B6, HB180, HB182. These bills suppert a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawail's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accornmedations?" Thank
you.
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal E_ﬂj our special needs students, I am
asking vou to support our keiki and our pubii

ic schools, hy supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
speciat education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential Investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
youl.
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RE:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates,org)

Hawaii's public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure to deal with our special needs students. I am
asking you to support our keiki and gur public schools, by supportin
SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: *"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruiiment and retention of teachars, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommodations?™ Thank
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TO:

RE:

NAME:
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
large class sizes, and the failure fo deal with our special needs students. Iam

SB683, SB686, HBE180, HB18?2, These bilis support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: ™"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residential investment property and visitor accommeodations?™ Thank
you.

5

PP IR
o, Wigs
= 7

Lﬂ - {q “

| \ ' e H = 5 1
w_,r‘ N oy A
‘

(Piace comments on the back)




TO:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

)
Cnm.|¢.
5%
HSTA

HENAD STATE TEACHERS ASSOCLAYION

T TGl
rep, o~ TAH

{To Jocate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are underfunded, this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
farge class sizes, and the failure .8 n_mm; with our spedial needs students, I am

SB683, SB686, HB180, HB182. These bills support a Constitutional Amendment
that reads: “"Shall the legislature fund a quality public education for all of Hawaii's
children, including the recruitment and retention of teachers, lower class sizes,
special education programming, career and technical education, art, music,
Hawaiian studies, and Hawaiian language, by establishing, as provided by law, a
surcharge on residentfal investment property and visitor accommodations?" Thank

you. , )
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TO: Committee on Education
Rep. Roy M. Takumi, Chair
Rep. Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair

HEARING: Wednesday, March 15, 2017
FROM: Rachele Terukina

RE: SB686- Relating to Education Funding

As a mother of a fourth grader at Manoa Elementary, a wife of a teacher at Roosevelt
High School, and a student of Hawaii’s public school system from grade school and
current student at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, | can tell you from my experiences
that more funding and support needs to be put into our public school system. | am in
strong support of this bill as it will improve the quality of education for Hawaii’s children
by getting the funding that our children, schools, and teachers desperately need.

Multiple sources report that a quality education and a supportive learning environment is
key to future success of our students, however, there are multiple issues that our public
school system is faced with:

1. Hawaii’s schools are in desperate need of repair. It’s clear that our school buildings
are deteriorating and our infrastructure is outdated.

2. Our schools are overcrowded and in need of classroom space. For example,
Cambell High School was built to support 1700 students, but the current population
is over 3,000 students.

3. Classrooms are so hot, to the point that our children cannot learn and focus on
instruction and many have suffered from dehydration.

4. Lack of qualified teachers available. The DOE is having to recruit teachers from the
mainland. Teachers are not making a livable wage in Hawaii and many are fleeing
to other states for better pay.

And the list goes on...

So many parents who are able to afford it, enroll their children in private schools
because they know that the education and support their child will receive is much better
than what our public school system can offer. It doesn’t have to be this way. All of our



children should be afforded the same quality education regardless of our socio
economic status. Thus, | strongly urge you to make our children and education a
priority. The money we put into our children’s education today is also an investment into
our future. So lets support our children and invest in education by passing this bill.



EDNtestimony

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Dear Sir,

Phillip Russell <prussell@gmr-hawaii.com>

Sunday, March 12, 2017 10:35 AM

EDU Testimony; WAM Testimony; EDNtestimony; FINTestimony; JUDtestimony
HOU Testimony

SB686 and HB180

In its present form SB686 and its companion HB180 will have an unintended affect of raising rents to low income
families because of the definition of residential investment property. In the current draft the surcharge will apply to
apartment buildings with a value in excess of $2,000,000 and monthly unit rent that is in excess of $1,500. There are
thousands of small apartment buildings in Honolulu valued at more than $2,000,000 that rent to low income earners.
For example, a 10 unit walk-up would be valued at more than $2,000,000 in total or $200,000 per unit and may rent in
excess of $1,500 per unit per month albeit including utilities, which is the common practice. These older and simple
apartment buildings fill an important housing need for the community. SB686/HB180 will cause landlords to raise their
rents just to stay even financially. Have you considered this effect? | recommend that you provide an exemption for
these types of investment residential properties.

Philip Russell
Hawaii Resident



EDNtestimony

From: Vickie Kam <vlpkam@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 3:35 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Aloha Chair Takumi and Members of the Committees:

My name is Vickie Parker Kam. [ am a teacher from Leeward district, in Ewa Beach, on Oahu. Please pass SB
683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

As public educators, we teach every student. We believe every student should have the opportunity to thrive in
public education. When we teachers instruct our students, we build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns,
not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To create the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Sincerely,

Vickie Parker Kam

Ilima Intermediate

Academic Growth Coach
Induction & Mentoring Site Lead
RTI Lead Coach

Curriculum Coordinator

Test Coordinator

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android




EDNtestimony

From: Alan Isbell <writenow808@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 4:49 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Aloha Honorable Chair Woodson and esteemed members of the House Committee on Education, my name is
Alan Isbell. I teach fourth grade at Wailuku Elementary on Maui. I also serve as president of HSTA, Maui
Chapter.

Poetic justice is a surcharge on real estate speculation to create new revenue for public education.

Consider that it is property speculation that has sent housing skyward in the first place, making Hawaii
unaffordable for teachers.

Heard about shark trouble on Maui? It may not be what you think. Land sharks have been circling there,
gobbling up housing by the mouthful. Realtors there will tell you that most single family housing units sold on
Maui the past year have been to speculators and wealthy, off-island part-timers. Often, the sale price did not
reflect the price asked by the owner. Rather, the price acted as chum, starting a feeding frenzy that ended with
the highest bid, far in excess of the asking price. The result is the debacle billionaire Gensiro Kawamoto
wrought on Maui and in Kahala a decade or two ago, when the last real estate boom imploded.

Ask yourselves who this property surcharge would really cost. Might your conclusion be that it would cost land
sharks and those who could well afford it? If watching Hawaii bought and sold to the wealthy is unsettling, why
not at least make them pay for what they are doing, and use that money to lift Hawaii’s public schools out of
poverty?

Mabhalo for your consideration.



EDNtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 4:51 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: bluewindharp@gmail.com

Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 15, 2017 14:02PM
SB686

Submitted on: 3/13/2017
Testimony for EDN on Mar 15, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dede and Bruce Heiman || Individual || Oppose || No |

Comments: Dear Legislators: Please do not pass SBs 686/683. The bill is unfair to home owners,
represents an arbitrary tax (without representation), and will increase costs to teachers and others
seeking quality housing in Hawaii. We are a middle-class family, who is fortunate enough to own a
modest home in Diamond Head. We presently rent it out long-term, but plan to live there someday
(when we can afford it). Our property tax will more than double if SB 686/683 passes. This will
necessitate substantially raising rent. This will decrease supply of affordable homes--fewer teachers
will be able to rent. Also, fewer people may choose to rent out their homes owing to this tax,
decreasing the supply of available rental homes. Many owners/investors may be forced to switch to
short-term rentals (which generate more revenue than long-term leases), making the housing
problem on the islands worse (including for teachers). Having far less net revenue after taxes
(operating at break-even or worse), we (along with many others) will be forced to cancel or defer
maintenance and expansion of our home, resulting in less employment for local service providers.
Additionally, changing the State Constitution to enact a tax is just plain wrong, and represents
legislative overkill of the worst sort. We strongly support public education (I am a university professor
at a public school) but SB 686/683 is the wrong way to fund education—please seek another way
forward—one that involves everyone, not solely people who have no say. Another result of passing
686/683 will be fewer available rental homes on the market, and higher rents for everyone, including
teachers. Finally, few off-island owners are even aware of this bill's existence. The bill is getting little
news coverage. Is this the best democracy you can manage? If so, please do not expect my vote any
time soon. | would be pleased to support alternatives to funding schools in the manner proposed by
SB 686/683. Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter. Bruce Heiman, PhD.
Bruce Heiman, Associate Professor Innovation and
International Strategy International Business Department San Francisco State University

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Dear Legislators:

Please do not pass SBs 686/683. The bill is unfair to home owners, represents an arbitrary tax
(without representation), and will increase costs to teachers and others seeking quality housing in
Hawaii. We are a middle-class family, who is fortunate enough to own a modest home in
Diamond Head. We presently rent it out long-term, but plan to live there someday (when we can
afford it). Our property tax will more than double if SB 686/683 passes. This will necessitate
substantially raising rent. This will decrease supply of affordable homes--fewer teachers will be
able to rent. Also, fewer people may choose to rent out their homes owing to this tax, decreasing
the supply of available rental homes. Many owners/investors may be forced to switch to short-
term rentals (which generate more revenue than long-term leases), making the housing problem
on the islands worse (including for teachers).

Having far less net revenue after taxes (operating at break-even or worse), we (along with many
others) will be forced to cancel or defer maintenance and expansion of our home, resulting in
less employment for local service providers. Additionally, changing the State Constitution to
enact a tax is just plain wrong, and represents legislative overkill of the worst sort. We strongly
support public education (I am a university professor at a public school) but SB 686/683 is the
wrong way to fund education—please seek another way forward—one that involves everyone, not
solely people who have no say. Another result of passing 686/683 will be fewer available rental
homes on the market, and higher rents for everyone, including teachers. Finally, few people off-
island are even aware of this bill's existence. The bill is getting little news coverage. Is this the
best democracy you can manage? If so, please do not expect my vote any time soon.

I would be pleased to support alternatives to funding schools in the manner proposed by SB
686/683.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter.
Bruce Heiman, PhD.

Bruce.a.heiman@gmail.com

650-575-8220



EDNtestimony

From: Jennifer Freitas <jjbli808@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:11 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Increase Funding for Public Schools PLEASE

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jennifer Freitas. | am a teacher from the Central District on Oahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Jennifer Freitas

Central District
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Elizabeth DelLyon <lyon@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:16 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: *rxxSPAM***** testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Elizabeth DelLyon. | am a teacher from Maui. | am submitting testimony in support of SB
683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we are failing to keep qualified teachers
in the profession. Our students deserve better. We are all working hard to keep our standards high
and curriculum at the highest level. But we need more teachers and incentives to keep the new
teachers to stay on for more than a few years. Please help.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Elizabeth DeLyon

Hope Street Fellow

Nationally Certified Teacher 2003 & 2013

We love because He first loved us.

1 John 4:19



EDNtestimony

From: Laura Buller <buller.laura@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:22 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee:

My name is Laura Buller. | am a teacher from Maui Canoe. Omplex on Molokai. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the Weighted Student Formula does not
adequately fund the school | teach at, Molokai High. For the past 12 years none of my teaching
curriculum has been updated. No new textbooks or supplies to speak of. Each year | spend more
money for my classroom needs than | receive from the school's budget. This is usually in excess of
$800 from my own income. The school has had to reduce the variety and number of subjects/courses
taught and has cut 3 teaching positions.

Our students need to have a fully and equally funded education so that we can leave behind the

plantation mentality and offer all of Hawaii's Keiki a full future.
1



To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.
Mahalo,

LAURA BULLER, SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER, MOLOKAI HIGH SCHOOL, HOOLEHUA,
MOLOKAI, HAWAII 96757

Sent from Gmail Mobile



EDNtestimony

From: Natalie Dotseth <nataliedotseth@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:22 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Natalie Dotseth. | am a teacher from Voyager Public Charter School on Oahu. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because lack of resources and low pay are driving
teachers out of the classroom. We need working conditions that support teachers to make teaching a
career. Teacher turnover is a major problem that is negatively affecting students learning. We need to
make sure that teachers have the resources that will allow them to be successful in the classroom.
Students need quality reading materials, access to technology, and hands on materials that they can
learn from. Additionally, with the cost of living in Hawaii being so high, our state needs to ensure that
teachers can afford to live in the state where they work. Teachers should not have to work additional
jobs to make ends meet. Our keiki deserve our full focus and attention; this cannot be given when
teachers work multiple jobs to pay for their cost of living.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
[INSERT NAME, DISTRICT, ISLAND]

Natalie Dotseth



EDNtestimony

From: Anjelica Ayers <aiayers@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:25 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

WEDNESDAY., MARCH 15, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Anjelica Ayers. I am a teacher from Honolulu district on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mabhalo,
Anjelica Ayers, Honolulu, O'ahu



EDNtestimony

From: joseph holder <jholder79@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:54 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017

2pm

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

| am Joseph Holder, a teacher at Keonepoko Elementary on the Big Island. | have been a teacher for
4 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i’'s schools into the 215t Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Joseph Holder, Keonepoko Elementary, Big Island



EDNtestimony

From: Adrianne Hale <adriannehale@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 5:55 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION
Mitzie Higa

Hawaii State Teachers Association Government Relations

Teacher Lobbyist

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Woodson and Members of the
Committee:

My name is Adrianne Hale. I am a teacher from Kona on Hawai'i Island. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

I am most concerned about drawing and retaining teachers to our state. Year after year I have seen us hire
teachers who struggle to afford to stay on our current salary. Teachers who can build their careers here become
experienced and teachers who can grow in their profession to better serve our keiki.

We need additional funding for our public schools, and we all thank you for supporting us in this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Adrianne Hale

Grade 4, Holualoa Elementary



EDNtestimony

From: Dustin Williams <dustinkw@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:06 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 pm.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Dustin Williams. I am a teacher from Hawai’i District on Hawai’i Island. I am submitting

testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students,
whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students
with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Dustin Williams, Hawai’i District, Hawai’i Island



EDNtestimony

From: Nicole Schubert <nicole,j.schubert@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:11 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: SB 683 and 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017
2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Nicole Schubert. | am a teacher from Honolulu district on O'ahu. | am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Nicole Schubert, Honolulu District, O'ahu



EDNtestimony

From: Gerry Clarin <gerryclarin@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:22 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Gerry Clarin. | am a teacher from James Campbell High School on the island of Oahu. |
am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’'s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because | have a daughter that is in a school
where they are hiring multiple substitutes to fill classrooms. We need to attract quality people into the
profession. At Campbell I've seen good teachers leave because they're not able to make ends meet
due to low income. I've polled my class and students don't want to go into education because all they
hear is how little teachers make.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Gerry Clarin, Leeward, Campbell High School



EDNtestimony

From: Pualani McKeen <pualanimckeen@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:22 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: support SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committees:

My name is Hope McKeen. I am a teacher from Hilo on Hawaii Island. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to
increase funding for public schools.

I ullu no ka 1ala i ke kumu. Branches indeed grow from (strong) trees which infers branches are as good as their trees metaphorically
referring to a teacher and a student. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity

for tomorrows* generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy,
but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that
allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and
services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because... [OPTIONAL: INSERT a paragraph or two, tell your personal story or specific
anecdotes about how lack of funding affects your students, how low pay and a lack of resources are driving teachers out of the profession,
how teachers have to hold second and third jobs, etc. Make sure to emphasize how these situations are harmful to students. ]

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Hope Mckeen

Hilo, Hawaii



EDNtestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:37 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: jamesjtz@aol.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 15, 2017 14:02PM*
SB686

Submitted on: 3/13/2017
Testimony for EDN on Mar 15, 2017 14:02PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| James Gauer | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



EDNtestimony

From: Chris Santomauro <csantoma@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:43 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Support for SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15,2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

I am Christian Santomauro, a teacher at Kaneohe Elementary School on Oahu. I have been a teacher for 3 years.
Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21 Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the students I serve in special education are highly
underserved. There are still over 500 vacancies in the state, many of which are in special education

positions. These highest need students lack stable, long-term teachers who are trained and willing to support
them. In addition, we need more money to purchase materials and professional development to service these
students. Last year at my previous school, for a department of 20 special education teachers, we had a budget
of $150 for the year. Total. Not per teacher. We cannot support our students with this poor funding.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Christian Santomauro
Kaneohe Elementary School
Oahu



EDNtestimony

From: Raina Whiting <rainawhiting@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 6:48 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Subject: Testimony in strong support of SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is K. Raina Whiting. | am a teacher at Na'alehu Elementary on Hawai'i Island. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

K. Raina Whiting
Teacher at Na'alehu Elementary



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Woodson and Members of the Committee:

My name is Stephanie Ann Ceus. | am a teacher from lroquois Point Elementary on Oahu. | am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s
public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a
more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawaii’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these
measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students,

whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and
services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our
hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because there are teachers like me
who are holding more than one job in order to survive and provide for my own two
children. Three years ago my husband abandoned my two children and I. | became the
sole provider for my two children on a teacher’s salary here in Hawaii. Needless to say, |
was not able to pay the mortgage on my home with the salary | was making as a highly
qualified teacher with a Masters degree. My home went into foreclosure, | became past
due on every bill and into heavy debt. At times | feared | was going to beunable to
provide for my children. Since then thankfully with the love and support of friends and
family | was able to move my children to a new home and rent a condo near where we
previously lived. This enable to keep them in the same schools and maintain their life as
much as possible. | am still unable to support myself and my children on just my
teaching salary alone. | receive the minimal child support required by the State which is
$77.00 per child. This does not help my current financial situation so | am forced to get a
2nd job part-time. Having to work another job takes my time away from raising my own
5th and 7th grader and takes away the energy and time | have to be able to give back to
the 25 5th graders that | spend all day with. | am spread thin and doing absolutely
everything in my power and with the energy that | have to be there for my own children
and the students that | teach. An increase in pay, deservingly so, would enable me to do
better and be more available to my children in the capacity as a mother and to my
students in the capacity as their teacher. If | am unable to manage my finances with the



2nd job then | will be forced to leaving the teaching field and look for full-time work
elsewhere or move off the island. | have been a full-time resident of Hawaii for the past 16
years and this is my home. The children of Hawaii, including my own, deserve to have
teachers who are able to financially support themselves and a family without having to
depend on a spouse or assistance from friends and families. | deserve to be paid for the
invaluable job of educating the children of Hawaii both academically and socially and for
raising my own two children without worrying whether | will have enough to pay for food,
clothing and shelter. | need your help, my children need your help, my students need
your help, so please support these bills. Mahalo.

Aloha,

Stephanie Ann Ceus
Iroquois Point Elementary
5th grade teacher

Oahu, Hawaii
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(To locate your senator and representative go to openstates.org)

Hawaii’s public schools are c:amnu.::n_mn_ this has led to chronic teacher shortages,
_m@m class sizes, and the failure to deal with our mnmn_m_ needs students. I am

SB683, SB686, HB180