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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee:

| am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized since 1948,
the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’'s
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.

The Hawaii Farm Bureau strongly supports of SB 2396, SD1, which sets a budget
ceiling of $2,500,000 for the water infrastructure special fund. It also appropriates funds
for the agriculture loan revolving fund and water infrastructure special fund.

Food security, food self-sufficiency and growing agriculture are popular concepts seen in
many of the measures before the legislature this year. This Legislative Session, there
have been many bills introduced that support ef-Hawaii’s Agricultural Industry. This year,
HFB has introduced a package of measures addressing the real needs of our farmers
and ranchers all associated with increasing farm and ranch viability. These include
infrastructure needs, agricultural education, Food Safety, invasive species control, and
regulatory assistance.

This measure supports the growth of Hawaii’s agricultural industry by providing additional
funding to HDOA to assist Hawaii in growing its agriculture sector.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide our opinion on this important matter.
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