
 

 

 

SB2183 
Measure Title: RELATING TO FIREWORKS. 

Report Title: 
State Fire Council Package; Fireworks; Shippers; Film and 
Movie Production; Destruction; Testing; Labels 

Description: 

Specifies requirements for fireworks shippers. Authorizes 
the use, by permit, of fireworks for film and movie 
productions. Authorizes the testing, disposal, and 
destruction of illegal and unwanted fireworks by law 
enforcement. Corrects labeling dimensions with regard to 
display fireworks. 

Companion:  HB1780 

Package: State Fire Council 

Current 
Referral: 

TRE, CPH 

Introducer(s): KOUCHI (Introduced by request of another party) 
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February 22, 2018 

 
 
 

The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Committee on Ways and Means 
The State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 208 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz: 
 
Subject: Senate Bill (SB) 2186 Relating to Fireworks 
 

I am Jeffrey A. Murray, Member of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief 
of the Maui County, Department of Fire and Public Safety (MFD). The SFC and the MFD 
support SB 2186, which proposes to increase the display permit fee from $110 to $300. 
 

This permit authorizes licensed pyro technicians to conduct outdoor aerial and indoor 
fireworks displays at special events.  Although the permit fee has remained the same for 14 
years, administrative costs to process, review, and approve have increased.  This includes an 
on-site verification of fireworks inventory before and after the event, inspection of pyrotechnic 
equipment, safety precautions, evaluation of the firing site, distance to audiences, proximity 
to adjacent structures and combustible vegetation, and weather conditions are some of the 
items reviewed. 
 

Public safety and property protection are priorities for the HFD’s approval of fireworks 
permits.   
 

The SFC and the MFD urge your committee’s support on the passage of SB 2186. 
 

Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Lloyd 
Rogers at 723-7176 or lrogers@honolulu.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

   
 JEFFREY A. MURRAY  
 Fire Chief 

mailto:lrogers@honolulu.gov
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Comments:  

Senator Baker and Honorable Senators of the Committee, 

  

I am writing on behalf of American Promotional Events, Inc.(APE).  American 
Promotional Events, Inc. is a wholesaler and distributor of consumer fireworks doing 
business in the State of Hawai'i and all other states in which the sale and use of 
consumer fireworks are legal. 

American Promotional Events, Inc. is  in support of Senate Bill 2183. 

But, we request the addition of two (2) words to Section 3, subsection (4) on page 4 at 
line 8:  "storage," and "repurposing," 

The text of the subsection would then read:  "The storage, testing, disposal, 
repurposing, or destruction of illegal or unwanted fireworks by an authority having 
jurisdiction, which shall be an agency responsible for the enforcing of this chapter."  

I have made the new, suggested words in bold for ease of identification. 

The word "storage" should be added to clearly authorize the agency responsible for 
enforcing to be able to store these fireworks. 

The word "repurposing" should be added so that the agency responsible for enforcing 
would be authorized to sell these fireworks to a licensed display fireworks company or a 
licensed consumer fireworks company. 

The current language of the bill does not allow this "repurposing" option.  Without the 
addition of this word, the agency could only dispose of--that is throw them in trash--or 
destroy them.  Disposal would surely run afoul of state and federal environmental laws 
and regulations.  Destruction is very costly to the state or county agency that is 
responsible. 



Repurposing would allow the agency to sell the seized product to a display company if 
the fireworks could be used in a display.  For example, seized display fireworks not 
imported legally or overloaded or mislabeled consumer fireworks that would not be legal 
for sale to the public but could be used in a display and so they could be sold to a 
display company.  The very high cost of destruction would be avoided.  

Repurposing would also allow the agency to sell the seized or unwanted consumer 
fireworks to a licensed consumer fireworks company that could ship the product out of 
the State of Hawai'i and into a state where the sale and use of these fireworks are not 
illegal.  For example, a container of aerial consumer fireworks are seized at the dock. 
These fireworks could be sold to a display fireworks company for use in Hawai'i or they 
could be sold to a licensed consumer fireworks company that would ship them to a 
mainland state where they are legal for sale and use.  Again, the very high cost of 
destruction would  be avoided. 

Earlier this year, I was able to add this term--"repurposing"--to Senate Bill 67 in the 
State of Utah.  The bill will be signed into law by the Governor of Utah. 

This problem of how to dispose of seized illegal fireworks is a serious problem in many 
states.  For example, California has many containers of aerial fireworks that were 
brought into California across the state border from Nevada.  California is facing a 
destruction cost of hundreds of thousands of dollars.  When we can get state laws 
changed in states like California, we can alleviate some of these very high costs of 
destruction that that state's taxpayers now have to bear. 

Hawai'i has the very unique situation that it is an island state.   Anything being sent out 
of Hawai'i can only go by water.  It is still expensive to ship fireworks from Hawai'i to the 
mainland.  But, it is far cheaper than destroying the fireworks in Hawai'i. 

I have spoken with Chief Bratakos of the Honolulu Fire Department about adding these 
two words.  I believe that his department is favorable to my proposal.  Please confirm 
this directly with his department. 

Respectfully, I request the addition of "storage," and "repurposing," to SB 2183 in 
Section 3(4) on line 8 on page 4. 

I will be available to so testify and to answer any questions. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Mahalo, 

Jerald E. Farley 

(206) 713-3388 
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