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TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 2046, RELATING TO FIREARMS 

 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
Hon. Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Hon. Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 

 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018, 9:30 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

 
Honorable Chair Taniguchi and committee members: 
 
 I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 400 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this 
testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 2046, relating to firearms.  

 On October 1, 2017, 64-year-old Stephen Paddock of Mesquite, Nevada opened fire on a 
crowd of concertgoers at the Route 91 Harvest music festival, leaving 58 people dead and 851 
more injured. Paddock fired more than 1,100 rounds from his suite on the 32nd floor of the 
Mandalay Bay Hotel. Notably, 12 of the rifles found in the gunman’s room after the attack had 
been modified with “bump stocks,” an attachment that enables a semiautomatic rifle to fire faster.  
 

Immediately after the attack, the National Rifle Association announced that it would 
support tighter restrictions on such modifications. A bump stock replaces a rifle’s standard stock–
the part of a rifle held against the shoulder. Bump stocks enable semiautomatic guns to slide back 
and forth more rapidly, harnessing kickback energy generated upon firing. Essentially, the stock 
“bumps” back and forth between the shooter’s shoulder and trigger finger as the shooter holds his 
or her trigger finger in place, allowing the weapon to fire at nearly the rate of a machine gun. 

 
As last week’s tragedy in Parkland, Florida shows us, we must take action to protect our 

citizens from gun madness. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 
 

Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Executive Director 
IMUAlliance 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 11:54:35 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brett Kulbis 
Testifying for Honolulu 

County Republican 
Party 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a law-abiding Second Amendment supporter in Hawaii, I urge you to please oppose 
Senate Bill 2046. 

SB 2046 would make it a crime to own, manufacture, possess, sell, barter, trade, gift, 
transfer, or acquire a firearm accessory or any other device, part or combination of parts 
that is designed to or functions to accelerate the rate of fire of a semi-automatic 
firearm.  In addition, SB 2046 would also criminalize installing, removing, or altering 
parts of a firearm with the intent to accelerate the rate of fire.  The broad and 
overreaching provisions of SB 2046 could criminalize firearm modifications such as 
competition triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly done 
by law-abiding gun owners to make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, 
competition, hunting, or even overcoming disability. 

Again, please oppose SB 2046.  

Brett Kulbis, Chairman Honolulu County Republican Party 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 5:37:53 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Troy Matias Testifying for 2A Hawaii Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Aloha, 

I oppose this measure and strongly urge you to do the same.  This bill still does not 
achieve its intended goal of preventing acts of violence committed with a firearm.  All 
that this bill does is outlaw a category of gun accessory that thousands of firearm 
owners have purchased.  These folks are law abiding and will be made into FELONS 
with the stroke of a pen.  This is an unjust level of punishment and violates the principle 
of 'the punishment fitting the crime' 

The real criminals however will still be unimpeded by this or any law.  You as our 
legislators need to stop looking for laws that only affect lawful gun owners.  Instead, I 
urge you to explore and pass legislation that STRENGTHENS the rights of lawful 
citizens to protect themselves and their families.  Specifically, we need concealed carry 
law reciprocity and the expansion of the Castle Doctrine outside the home. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 1:34:52 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

Testifying for OCC 
Legislative Priorities 

Committee, Democratic 
Party of Hawai'i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

                                              PRESENTATION OF THE 

                 OAHU COUNTY COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

                                          DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI'I 

                                       TO THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

                                                           THE SENATE 

                                             TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

                                              REGULAR SESSION OF 2018 

                                                 Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

                                                                9:30 a.m. 

                                    Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

   RE: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 2046 RELATING TO THE PENAL CODE 

To the Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair; the Honorable  Karl Rhoads, Vice-Chair, 
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary: 

            Good morning. My name is Melodie Aduja. I serve as Chair of the Oahu County 
(“OCC”) Legislative Priorities Committee of the Democratic Party of Hawaii. Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide written testimony on Senate Bill No. 2046 relating to 
Firearms; Trigger Modification Devices; and Bump Stocks.  

             The OCC Legislative Priorities Committee is in favor of Senate Bill No .2046 
and supports its passage.  



             Senate Bill No.2046 is in accord with the Platform of the Democratic Party of 
Hawai’i (“DPH”), 2016, as it prohibits trigger modification devices, including bump 
stocks, that are designed or function to accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic 
firearm. 

             Specifically, the DPH Platform provides that "[w]e believe in a government that 
will adequately, efficiently, courteously, openly, ethically and fairly administer to the 
needs of the people." (Platform of the DPH, P. 5, Lines 245-246 (2016)). 

              We must protect our children, our future, from violence and neglect and provide 
them with a safe and healthy environment in which to grow and thrive.  (Platform of the 
DPH, P. 4, Lines 186-187 (2016)).    Educational facilities must be maintained, 
renovated and built to 21st century innovations so that our students learn in well-
designed, safe environments. (Platform of the DPH, P. 6, Lines 300-302 (2016)).    

              Given that Senate Bill No.2046 prohibits trigger modification devices, including 
bump stocks, that are designed or function to accelerate the rate of fire of a 
semiautomatic firearm,  it is the position of the OCC Legislative Priorities Committee to 
support this measure. 

              Thank you very much for your kind consideration. 

               Sincerely yours, 

               /s/ Melodie Aduja 

                Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC Legislative Priorities Committee 

                Email: legislativeprorities@gmail.com, Text/Tel.: (808) 258-8889 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:01:53 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kainoa Kaku 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Rifle Association 
Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure.  This bill is too broad in its' restrictions banning 
everything from bump stocks, a gimicky device that performs a function that can be 
achieved with a stiff finger, rubber band or belt loop, to aftermarket 
triggers.  Aftermarket triggers come in all shapes and pull weights for every type of 
firearm.  You can find them in AR-15's, shotguns, bolt action rifles and handguns.  While 
they may allow proficient shooters to shoot faster, they can also help people with 
disabilities to be able to pull a trigger at all.  Not only will this law be as ineffective as 
every other anti-gun law but it is impossible to enforce. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

(916) 446-2455 voice ▪  (703) 267-3976 fax  

www.nraila.org 

 

 

STATE & LOCAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

DANIEL REID, HAWAII STATE LIAISON 

 

February 26, 2018 

 

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi 

Chair, Senate Committee on Judiciary  

Sent Via Email 

 

Re: Senate Bill 2046 – OPPOSE 

 

Dear Chairman Taniguchi: 

 

On behalf of the Hawaii members of the National Rifle Association, we strongly oppose Senate 

Bill 2046. 

 

SB 2046 would make it a crime to own, manufacture, possess, sell, barter, trade, gift, transfer or 

acquire a firearm accessory or any other device, part or combination of parts that is designed to 

or functions to accelerate the rate of fire of a semi-automatic firearm.  In addition, SB 2046 

would also criminalize installing, removing, or altering parts of a firearm with the intent to 

accelerate the rate of fire.   

 

The broad and overreaching provisions of SB 2046 could criminalize firearm modifications such 

as competition triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly done by law-

abiding gun owners to make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, competition, hunting, 

or even overcoming disability. 

 

Thank you for your attention and I ask that you oppose this legislation.    

 

Cordially, 

 

 

Daniel S. Reid 

State Liaison 
 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:33:10 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

amy agbayani 
Testifying for Filipina 

Advocacy Network FAN 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I respecctfully urge you to vote yes on sb2046.  

 





SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 5:28:12 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ryan Arakawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

The inserted language '...accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic firearm' can be 
misinterpreted to mean 'decreased lock time' which is a common modification done by 
firearm enthusiasts by installing a lighter hammer or stronger firing pin spring.  This is 
especially true for people who use competition firearms. 

This bill does nothing to reduce crime. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 11:14:55 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Richard K. Minatoya 
Testifying for Maui 
Department of the 

Prosecuting Attorney 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Maui, SUPPORTS SB 2046, 
which will prohibit devices designed or function to accelerate the rate of fire of a 
simiautomatic firearm.  This will prohibit people from circumventing automatic firearm 
regulations with devices that may currently be legal.  An example is the "bump stock" 
used in the recent Las Vegas shooting, in which a bump stock was used to give a 
semiautomatic firearm the same effect as an automatic firearm.  The Department 
requests that this measure be PASSED. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
 
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary 
 
 
Subject:  Support SB2046, Relating to Firearms 
 
 
Dear Senator Taniguchi and Members of the Committee on Judiciary: 
 
The Injury Prevention Advisory Committee supports SB2046 that would prohibit trigger modification 
devices, including bump stocks, that are designed to function to accelerate the rate of fire of a 
semiautomatic firearm. 
 
Established in 1990, the Injury Prevention Advisory Committee (IPAC) is an advocacy group committed 
to preventing and reducing injuries in Hawai`i.  IPAC members include representatives from public and 
private agencies, physicians and professionals working together to address the eight leading areas of 
injury, including violence prevention. 
 
SB2046 would prohibit the conversion of a semiautomatic firearm to mimic an automatic firearm, which 
is an illegal in Hawaii.  The mass shooting in Las Vegas is one example of the devastation wreaked by 
converted guns.  Hawaii has one of the lowest firearm-related fatality rates in the nation because there 
are comprehensive firearm laws in place, including the law that prohibits automatic firearms.   
 
We urge you to support SB2046 to help ensure the safety of Hawai`i residents and visitors.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Deborah Goebert, DrPH 

Chair, IPAC 

 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 5:28:57 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Walter Kanemori Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 5:39:43 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jerry Yuen Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

This bill is too vague in description and scope. "Rate of fire" must be clearly defined. 
"Cyclical" or "sustained" are the technical terms for the "rate of fire" that do not appear 
in the SB2046. Both are intrisic to the design and operation of any firearm. 

"Trigger modification device" must be clearly defined. There are different trigger 
modification devices on the market which improve the safe operation of the firearm. 
There are trigger modification devices that apply to competitive marksmanship, military 
and law enforcement applications. These devices vary from firearm to firearm. 

There will be the problem of identification of the devices. Will there be a trained 
gunsmith to identify and test each firearm? How will you prove that said device does 
increase the "rate of fire"? 

Finally, there will be the enforcment problem. If you cannot stop drugs and aerial 
fireworks coming into the State of Hawaii, what makes you, as lawmakers, honestly 
think that this law will do anything? 

Jerry Yuen 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 6:12:17 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Steven Yip Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure. This legislation is an overreach and infringes on law 
abiding citizen's 2nd amendment rights. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives has already legalized bump stocks. This decision should be left at the 
federal level and not up to state law makers. The measure is overly broad, vague and 
unenforceable.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 8:52:48 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dan Goo Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is too vague and it will make law abiding citiizens into criminals.  Olympic 
Biathlon shooters change thier triggers, as well as Hunters and Competion shooters.  

As a previous Law Enforcement Officer (Honolulu Police Dept) I had cancer in 1989 and 
due to the surgery I loss the strength of my index finger.  If this law was in place, I would 
have not been able to change the trigger so that I could function the firearm. 

This law is too vague and it infringers on our 2nd Amendment right and it needs to be 
more specific and detail in the language and not make ordinary citizens into criminals.  It 
is also unenforceable as you cannot see if any firearm has changed the trigger and 
most changes you will not be able to know the difference if it was changed or not.  

Sincerely 

Dan Goo - Retired Honolulu Police Detective. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 9:00:52 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Judy Goo Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to this as it will prevent me from changing my triggers to my firearms for 
easier use for self defense.  As a female based on my stature 5-3, 105 lbs and my 
hands are not as strong as a man,  therefore changing of trigger pulls (lighter pound 
pull) will affect me and the ability of defending myself.  My husband sometimes works 
the midnight shift and I want to be able to own and use a firearm incase of emergency 
for my protection.  If this bill is passed you will make me into a criminal by owing a 
firearm which the trigger has been changed. 

Mahalo, 

Judy Goo 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 6:15:28 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jose F. Valdez Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 7:10:41 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Edward Hampton Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm in opposition to this bill as written because it's been written too broadly and will likely 
allow for otherwise law abiding citizens to be made felons, with very liitle to no effect on 
those that may decide to break the law.  

Please remember that this is a Constitutionally protected Right, not a "Privilege" that 
can be revoked or changed at will that you are concerning yourselves with.  

Edward Hampton 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 7:35:49 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Drake Maverick Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB 2046 MUST be amended to remove the vague nature of the verbiage referring to 
"any part, combination of parts, component, device, attachment, or accessory 
that is designed or functions to accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic 
firearm". There is no factual documented rate of fire for a semi-automatic firearm.  
 
Please specify that which is to be banned such as HB 1908 which has been amended 
to specify "echo triggers and bump stocks". 
 
Comeptition aftermarket triggers are plentiful in Hawaii amongst the law-abiding and SB 
2046 will turn thousands into felons and will rob them of hundreds of dollars of their 
property without compensation.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 7:47:05 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kevin Kacatin Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The vague nature of the verbiage in SB 2046 stands to criminalize thousands of firearm 
owners in the State of Hawaii. SB 2046 targets "any part, combination of parts, 
component, device, attachment, or accessory that is designed or functions to 
accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic firearm". Competition shooters and 
hunters will lose their investments and legally-obtained personal property in the form of 
common aftermarket triggers without compensation and without being convicted of 
committing any crime. 

House Bill 1908 recently REMOVED similar vague language and specified 
targeted "bump stocks" and "trigger cranks" including "echo triggers" and "binary 
triggers". This is precedence that several law makers have acknowleged the legimitate 
purpose of aftermarket triggers for competition and hunting use. 
 
However, the purpose of SB 2046 stands to be nefarious in its goals as again, the 
vague nature of the language of this bill aims to create a law that can be interpreted 
without the knowledge of the citizens.  
 
This is not how elected public servants win the trust of the tax payers and voters. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 10:18:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Akiyama Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2046. Let the ATF deal with firearm restrictions.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 11:00:23 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael W Sawamoto Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 11:18:04 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Marcus Tanaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This law is to vague, it makes pretty much anything illegal because anything not from 
the factory built can be used to "increase the rate of fire". 

People with dissabilites may install a trigger that requires less force to pull.  If this bill 
passes, then they become instant felons.  Not to mention the lawsuits the city will face 
from the disabled. 

Also there is no "turn in period" or " buy back".  So again it makes what was once legal, 
instantlly illegal and law abiding citizens into instant felons.  In California, the courts 
ruled that they cannot make a law that makes a once legal part now illegal without 
compensating the people.  So again, this opens up the state to lawsuits. 

What this bill does is make lawmakers think a bump stock is deadly.  But if you knew 
anything about guns, then you would know that to do what a bump stock does, doesn't 
require a bump stock.  You can use a rubber band, a limp hand grip, belt loop on your 
pants.  This is partially why the ATF ruled on 2 occasions that they couldn't make a 
bump stock illegal.  

THey also ruled you can' t make it illegal, because it still opearats on the principal of 1 
trigger pull, 1 bullet is fired (semi-auto).  And do define what a bump stock does, will 
make all guns illegal that are semi- auto.   

I don't see how a bill that had only 6 supportors and 120 oppose, still moves on.  Aren't 
you reps supposed to listen to what the people want?  And not do what you think they 
want?  The people have spoken.  You need to listen. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 11:45:10 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicholas H Takara Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 8:29:19 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gregory Friel Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:07:20 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Polk Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

I Strongly Support this bill! There have been far too many mass shooting in the US (one 
report said there had been 300 shootings that killed more than one person so far in 
2018!)  It is important to tighten the restrictions on the kinds of weapons people can 
purchase or the ways they can "upgrade" their weapons to kill more people.  There is no 
purpose to these weapons other than to kill people and they must be banned. 

PLEASE PASS SB2046 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:22:40 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jon Abbott Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill does not do what it says. Rather than increasing the safety of the citizens of 
Hawaii it criminalizes all gun owners who compete, train, or use an aftermarket trigger 
to cope with a disability while shooting.  The memebers of the house (HB1908) have 
already acknowledged this problem and changed their version of the bill to restrict the 
ban specifically to bump stocks.  While I am in favor of neither bill, I urge this chamber 
to follow in suit. 

Oppose this onerous bill. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 6:57:21 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brendon Heal Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Stand in opposing this bill. 

The broad and overreaching provisions of SB 2046 could criminalize firearm 
modifications such as competition triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic changes that 
are commonly done by law-abiding gun owners to make their firearms more suitable for 
self-defense, competition, hunting, or even overcoming disability. 

 
These restrictions will do nothing to curb violence or deter criminals from obtaining or 
using such devices, and only serve to automatically and arbitrarily make LAW ABIDING 
CITIZENS criminals overnight for no reason at all. 

 
Removing law abiding citizens access to firearm accessories will do nothing to stop or 
deter criminals and their activities regarding weapons use.  Instantly turning lawful 
citizens into felons because of owning certain property without due process, nor 
compensation, is in clear violation of the 4th, 5th, and 14th amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

 
-If you pass this bill, how will people to abide this law, without automatically turning into 
a felon and criminal, if they already own these items? 

 
These items that are being legislated against already have been vetted and 
deemed legal and defined legal by the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF), according to firearms laws. 

These devices are very expensive property and are considered legal.  What kind of 
compensation will you give to persons who now have to somehow legally get rid of 
these devices?  What is the procedure for surrendering LEGAL items, which this law is 
intended to summarily turn illegal, with no due process of law or trial, with the 
assumption that they are intended to be used in any crime? 



The 4th Amendment states: 
“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” 

The 5th Amendment further protects property, by stating: 
“No person shall be … deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 
nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.” 

The 14th amendment states: 
"All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State 
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws." 

  Once again, oppose this bill and please consider working on bills that will 
actually prevent crimes and catching / incarcerating criminals. 

Law abiding gun owners are not the problem in this state. 

Again, as a fellow Hawaii resident, I urge you to oppose House Bill 1908. 

Thank you. 

Brendon Heal 
VOTER 
Ewa Beach, HI 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:59:15 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Caltan Higa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. This bill is poorly written and too broad in coverage. This 
would make normal activities such as standard maintenance a felony. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 7:51:02 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jake Hanawahine Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 8:45:22 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gavin Lohmeier Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose. This too over-reaching. Banning any modification reaches too far and 
infringes on the Second Amendment.  

Sincerely  

Gavin Lohmeier  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 8:54:56 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keith Kawai Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair and Members 

Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 

State Senate 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 229 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

  

Dear Chair Nishihara and Members: 

  

Subject: Senate Bill No. 2046, Relating to Firearms 

  

I am commenting on Senate Bill 2046 which is too vague and could be easily 
misinterpreted. 

The language in the bill is broad and overreaching and could criminalize firearm 
modifications such as competition triggers, muzzle brakes, ergonomic changes which 
traditionally have been done by law-abiding registered gun owners in attempting to 
make their firearms more suitable for competition, hunting, or overcoming physical 
disabilities or handicap users. 

To simply outright ban the use of aftermarket or modifications to a trigger on the sole 
basis that they are used to accelerate the rate of fire is being misinformed and 
misled.  Modifying a trigger to lighten its pull weight allows the hunter, sportsman, 



recreation, and competition marksman to be more accurate in their target performance 
and assists in their shooting discipline regimen. 

Moreover, these short sighted restrictions do nothing to curb violence or criminals from 
obtaining or using such devices.  The measure once again punishes the law abiding 
citizen and arms criminals who demonstrate no care in such provision written in 
SB2046. 

As a law-abiding citizen of Hawaii and the USA, as well as a second amendment 
supporter, I stringently oppose SB2046 and Hope you will also vote the measure down. 

  

                                                                        Keith Kawai 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 12:36:01 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

lynne matusow Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Much needed legislation. In additon to Las Vegas, we not have the terrible shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas school in Florida. And all the rifle/hunting groups have to 
say is that people kill, guns do't kill. Keep the momentum started byt he survivors. Ban 
these and other weapons that are not needed except for the military and law 
enforcement. The second amendment relates to muskets, not automatic weapons. 
Companies are now distancing themselves from the NRA. It is time for Hawaii 
legislators to distance themselves from the NRA and its local affiliates. Pass this now. 
Save innocent lives. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 1:24:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Ako DVM Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Chair Taniguchi and the Committee on the Judiciary 

I have no use for bump stocks,but oppose the wording of the bill which could affect 
other trigger modifications which are essential for competitive shooting.Plese amend the 
bill to exempt trigger modifications which enhance safety and are primarily used for 
more accurate shooting,including competition. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 4:22:52 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Albert C Mongeon Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 4:59:16 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

J Gonsalves Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB2046 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 5:56:43 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Terry Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a registered Firearms owner I am opposed to SB 2046.  The broad and overreaching 
provisions of SB 2046 could criminalize firearm modifications such as competition 
triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly done by law-
abiding gun owners to make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, competition, 
hunting, or even overcoming disability. 

This bill and or countless other Firearms restrictive laws will not protect anyone because 
crimes are committed by criminals who don’t abide by laws or regulations. Please stop 
this bill and focus the governments resources on mental illness, which is the issue. 

Thank you, 

John Terry  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 10:12:04 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brian Martin Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am addimately opposed to any legislation that further erodes our 2nd amendment 
rights. Every American law abiding citizen has a right to protect themselves and their 
families.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 11:33:00 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

danyl pang Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose sb2046. I feel as though rather than targeting trigger modifications and/or 
stocks, we should be addressing criminal activities instead. Criminal activities have 
gotten worse in the recent years and this is in no way related to stocks / trigger 
modifications. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 7:13:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joy Marshall Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 8:29:19 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gregory Friel Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 10:05:10 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Todd Yukutake Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose sb2046 due to its ban on trigger modifications and a ban on bumpstocks will 
be ineffective. 

  

The law is vary vaguely worded when it comes to trigger modifications where anything 
that increases the rate of fire is banned.  This includes custom triggers that competition 
shooters use to shoot more accurately using lighter springs, custom parts, and 
gunsmithing. 

This law is also ineffective because you don't need a bumpstocks to rapid fire.  You can 
use a rubber band around the trigger to get the same effect.  This will make the law 
useless for your intent. 

Please oppose this bill or at the very least amend it with the better defined wording in 
hb1908. 

  

Mahal 

Todd Yukutake 

(808 255-3066 

99-207 Mahiko Place  

Aiea, hi 96701 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 7:29:16 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

cheryl Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Anything that we can do to protect our citizens of the islands from them adding to 
already dangerous tools I support and hope you will too.   We are not taking guns away 
from people just making sure that they are safer for all.   

 



I am a Hawaii resident, currently enrolled, in the Pennsylvania Gunsmith School Master Gunsmith course, in Avalon, Pennsylvania.  
This course provides 2,500 hours of instruction in many aspects of the trade of the gunsmith.  I am in my 3rd semester and will 
graduate in June.  Prior to selecting this school as a requirement of the Veterans Administration for Vocational Rehabilitation 
Training, I surveyed a number of gun related businesses on Oahu.  In my survey, I found none of the businesses in the firearms 
industry, on Oahu; had a gunsmith.   
 
I ask that you reconsider the wording of S.B.2046 due to the fact that I strongly believe it is beyond the capabilities of Hawaii law 
enforcement and the state of the gunsmith industry in the State of Hawaii to be able to carry out its enforcement.   
 
There are literally thousands of handguns and long rifles currently lawfully registered and held in private ownership in the state.  
Many of these handgun, shotguns, and long guns are used in competitive shooting matches on gun ranges within the state.  Many of 
these guns have been modified to improve shooter performance.  There is no formal database record kept of modifications 
preformed on the thousands of firearms involved in these competitions nor in the thousands more in the hands of local citizens. 
 
You cannot look at a handgun, shotgun, or long rifle; and tell from visible inspection that it has been modified in violation of the 
amendments proposed in S.B. 2046.  You cannot measure trigger pull on a number of these guns and determine that it is not within 
the factory set specifications. 
 
It takes a gunsmith or a person who is a certified armorer on that specific type of gun; with the correct tools to disassemble the gun 
and with the correctly calibrated instrument to measure the trigger pull.  Even experienced gunsmiths are not aware of all the 
modifications in existence or ever produced for all guns.  If you send a gun back to the manufacturer for repairs; if they can repair it, 
they will reinstall factory original parts and bring the gun back to original factory specifications.  Whatever modifications were in the 
gun, will be removed. 
 
I attended, as a student gunsmith, SHOTSHOW 2018, in Las Vegas, in January.  There were over 1,800 vendors; the vast majority of 
which were not primary gun manufacturers.  Those many many small displays booths were for the vendors who sold parts and 
accessories for guns. 
 
Millions of guns are being produced and sold with OEM, and 3rd party parts installed and resold as new.  There are no records or 
database of these 3rd party reseller sales; and other than the initial registration, as done here on Oahu with the Honolulu Police 
Department; who would know or know how to find out?   
 
So at what point in the marketing channel is a modified gun considered illegal?  
 
Who is going to perform an inspection on a “modified” firearm, presumed to be illegal? 
 
I’d like to meet the law enforcement officers that can visually identify a gun that has been modified in violation of the proposed 
amendment.  I’ll tell you now, that they don’t exist.  Any gunsmith can install trigger sets that can fool anyone and still be legal.   
 
Who are you going to get to check the gun for violations?  I would charge $125.00/hour with a minimum 1.5 hour to visually 
examine, enter book into FFL logbook, disassemble, examine, verify parts as OEM or a modification, reassemble, measure trigger 
pull, test fire(extra charge for ammo), clean bore/breech, prepare report, and log gun out of FFL logbook.  If there is only 1 gunsmith 
on Oahu; I don’t have a gun safes for long guns; and I’m sure the Honolulu Police Department can’t stock a backlog of more than 
1,000. 
 
You may think you have gunsmiths on Oahu?  Ask them how they got for their training as a gunsmith; not some certification on a 
gun or that they may have handled guns all their life.  How many barrels have they threaded and set the headspace; and on what 
receivers? 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my testimony. 
 
 
Tadashi Mitsuoka 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 11:19:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

john bettinger Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose sb2046 because it is not fair for competition shooters and shooters that are 
just trying to improve the accuracy of their firearms.The cost of checking the tens of 
thousands of semi-automatic firearms would be huge and since this bill is aimed at 
fixing a problem that we don't have in Hawaii the money could be better spent on 
problems that are pressing now.If we start enacting over reaching laws like sb2046 who 
is going to decide what constatutes  what is legal and what is not? There are thousands 
of products designed to refine firearms that do not make a gun shoot faster. Do we have 
the extra millions of dollars in our coffers to defend the huge number of Law suites that 
would be triggered by this bill? 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:35:36 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

joe adric Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Muzzel break and trigger modification should not be included. I agree with getting rid of 
bump stocks 

 



 

Institute for Rational and Evidence-based Legislation 

P. O. Box 41 

Mountain View, Hawaii 96771 

 
 

Re: SB2046 

 

Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 

Chair Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 

 

Vice Chair Senator Karl Rhoads 

 

Senator Mike Gabbard  

Senator Donna Mercado Kim 

Senator Laura H. Thielen  

 

DATE: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

TIME: 9:30 a.m. 

PLACE: Conference Room 016 

               State Capitol 

               415 South Beretania Street 

 

Please vote NO on SB2046. 

 

There are a number of problems with SB2046. 

 

1. It is unenforceable. 

2. It does not address an existing problem. 

3. It thus does not solve an existing problem. 

4. It would do nothing to lower crime nor enhance public safety. 

5. It criminalizes common actions by law-abiding citizens. 

6. The parameters of illegal acts is preposterously overly broad. 

7. The actual terminology of the proposed law is incorrect and the effect outlawed by the language can 

be achieved simply without violating any of the proposed illegalities. 

 

1. The law is unenforceable. You'll recall that in 1992 the Hawaii state legislature passed and the 

governor signed and enacted into law a ban on standard capacity handgun magazines (the magazines 

originally manufactured for and intended for sale with the handguns) of greater than 10 rounds. After 

seven (7) years of enforcement of that law, in 1999, a criminal  illegally used standard capacity 

magazines of greater than 10 rounds in a handgun to murder seven people during the infamous “Xerox 

murders”. How could this person have had illegal magazines after seven years of enforcement? Simple. 

Because that law, like the proposed SB2046, couldn't be enforced. There is absolutely no way for 

government enforcement authorities to know if anyone possesses the banned materials (well, except it's 



pretty clear most people own string and rubber bands, see point 7) or modifications. Do not pass 

another unenforceable law. 

 

2. It does not address an existing problem. How many crimes have been committed in Hawaii using a 

bump stock, trigger crank, or firearm “modified to increase the rate of fire”? That's right: none. Perhaps 

the authorities will reveal some heretofore unknown cases, but a search of the public records as per 

news reporting indicates no such crimes have been committed. Do not pass a law that does not address 

an existing problem. 

 

3. It thus does not solve an existing problem. If there is no problem to be solved, why pass a law? This 

is a another case of lawmakers passing a “feel good” law, as if they are addressing and solving a 

problem where in reality none exists, i.e. “a solution in search of a problem”. Do not pass a law that 

would be of no use. Do not use the so-called “precautionary principle”, the concept that something may 

happen in the future, even though supporting evidence may be slim or none as in this case, so 

legislation needs to be created “just in case”. If you really want to enhance “public safety” based on 

actual proven danger to public safety, please look at the drowning statistics for the state of Hawaii and 

pass a law banning anyone from entering the ocean. That is something that would truly save lives. I 

wonder why you don't enact a ban on that behavior, one that would clearly save lives, unlike this 

proposed ban on something that will likely never happen, and if it does happen will only prove that the 

law is useless (i.e. a person/criminal intent on committing a crime using a firearm, which may include 

charges of assault, manslaughter or murder is hardly likely to be dissuaded/deterred from that criminal 

behavior because of the new added charge of possessing a bumpstock or other device that has 

accelerated the rate of fire of his weapon). 

 

4. It would do nothing to lower crime nor enhance public safety. Since there is no problem that would 

be solved by any of the aspects of this law, there is absolutely no possible effect of lowering crime nor 

making the public any safer. Do not pass an ineffective law. 

 

5. It criminalizes common actions by law-abiding citizens. Many firearms owners “modify” their 

firearms in order that they are enhanced for accuracy, “feel” (e.g. “smoother” trigger pull), longevity, 

appearance, etc. None of these aspects of modification has anything at all to do with criminality, unless 

and until a law such as SB2046 is enacted which criminalizes common actions by law-abiding citizens 

to no end other than citizens questioning why such a law would be proposed and enacted when it has 

no effect of reducing real crime. 

 

6. The parameters of illegal acts is preposterously overly broad. Using the literal terms of the proposed 

bill something as simple as lubricating metal parts, much less polishing them would technically fall 

under the purview of the term “modification”. That's absurd, yet it wouldn't be the first time 

government has passed a law with vague and ambiguous language that can then be “interpreted” to 

mean whatever they want it to mean on a case by case basis. Do not pass a law with vague, ambiguous, 

and overly broad language, that can serve only to entrap otherwise law-abiding citizens for (previously) 

noncriminal behavior and where no one has been harmed. 

 

7. The actual terminology of the proposed law is incorrect. Any of the devices or modifications 

outlawed in SB2046 do not “increase the rate of fire”. Such terminology would only apply to fully 

automatic firearms, which fire rounds continuously as long as the trigger is moved to the “fire” 

position, and can thus be tested with objectivity both before an after an modification (hold the trigger 

down before and after the “modification” and record the time to empty the same capacity magazine). 

Such weapons are already illegal in Hawaii. Such an objective test is not possible with a semi-

automatic firearm, as are addressed by SB2046. What the modifications that are outlawed in SB2046 



do is make an increased rate of fire “easier” for a trained operator to achieve. Making the modification 

alone is no guarantee of an increased rate of fire. Indeed, if all the members of this committee and the 

entire legislature were to go to the range and be given an “unmodified” semi-auto rifle and asked to fire 

the rifle until the, for example, 10 round magazine was empty via pulling the trigger, allowing the reset, 

and pulling the trigger repeatedly as fast as they could until all ten rounds were fired, and that time was 

recorded, then, “modify” that exact same rifle by installing a “bump stock” and ask the same legislators 

to now fire that rifle to the point of emptying that same 10 round magazine, I can virtually guarantee 

that the bump stock will not yield an “increased rate of fire”, but a DECREASED rate of fire. Why? 

Because a bump stock does not “increase the rate of fire”, it only makes an increased rate of fire 

possible (“easier”) by a person who has learned to use it for that purpose. And here is the problem: AN 

“INCREASED” RATE OF FIRE CAN BE ACHIEVED BY BUMP FIRING A FIREARM WITHOUT 

ANY MODIFICATIONS WHATSOEVER BY A PERSON WHO HAS TAKEN THE TIME TO 

LEARN TO BUMP FIRE. Such an “increased rate of fire” can also be made “easier” using string, 

rubber bands, a stick, a piece of metal, belt loops on pants, etc. Are you going to outlaw all those 

things, and nothing at all? You would have to outlaw firing at a particular rate of fire. Thus you see the 

absurdity of this law. 

 

Please don't vote to pass an unenforceable, useless to crime reduction and public safety, and overly 

broad, vague, ambiguous, and technically incorrect language law that wouldn't prevent anyone who 

wants to achieve an “increased rate of fire” from achieving that without violating any of the provisions 

of the proposed law anyway. 

 

Thank you, 

 

George Pace 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 7:41:03 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

john yoshimori Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am John Yoshimori, an US Army Combat Veteran and gun advocate. I don't support 
this bill because it is to vague, and bleeds into modifications which we have been using 
to increase our accuracy for sports shooting. I do agree that bump stocks of other 
devices should not be made available to the public at large. Also the unfortunate fact of 
passing such bills into laws only makes it harder for law abiding citizens like myself to 
obtain guns and modifications that have been safely utilized for years now.  

  

Please specify in the bill that this is only for bump stocks and not trigger modification 
and people like myself will be in support of your efforts. Mahalo john 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:42:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Kaneshiro Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 10:04:13 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gordon Fowler Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

All Concerned: 

As an active member of the recreational shooting community, and a registered, active 
voter, I must respectfully ask that you all vote NO on this measure. While on the face it 
seem like a good thing, what true purpose will it serve. When was the last time a crime 
was committed in Hawaii using any of these devices? 

That the evil in Las Vegas was enhanced by a bump stock does not reflect on the 
device. It was only the tool, along with the firearm it was attached to. These bear no 
blame The evil is in the individual who would use these tools for nefariuos purposes . 
This is where we will need to direct our efforts. 

The device will always be available to one who really wants it. The black market will see 
to that, and you can't legislate evil. Those folks will always be around. It they who must 
be controlled. 

My goodness, drugs are illegal, and there is no shortage of them.  

There are plenty of laws that refer to "gun control" 

Enough is enough! What we need is enforcement, not more silly feel good legislation. 

Thank you and Aloha 

Gordon Fowler 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 11:34:07 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Soon Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is trying to address a non problem. 

New legislation like this is just wasting precious time and money. 

There are already laws against automatic firearms. 

This kind of technical legislation can easily be misapplied. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 12:27:00 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Yokota Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Esteemed Senators, 

  

I opposed this bill for two reasons.  The first is the passage of this bill will make instant 
criminals out of the sport-shooting public.  I have been shooting competitively since I 
was 15 - I love the sports, I am passoinate about them, and I don't intend to stop 
anytime soon.  Every competitor wants to get an edge within the rules of their respecive 
sport and after market parts and triggers are a huge segment.  As a law-abiding citizen I 
don't take my rifles or handguns and committ these heinous acts of evil. 

The second reason is that the disabled public will be lose their right to edefend 
themselves.  Not everyone has the finger strength to pull a "stock" trigger.  Many of 
these individuals rely on lighter than normal triggers, or mechnaismism to help thelp pull 
the trigger.  All of these devices would now be illegal.  Would you want to unintenionally 
prohibit one of your disable constiuents from defending their life or thei loved one? 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 1:08:00 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keola Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 1:37:52 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Fukuzawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Members of the the Legislature, 

I am very opposed to this law in it's current written format.  Based upon your law that is 
written, you would make it impossible for me to repair any of my firearms if the pins had 
to be replaced or the trigger springs needed replacement.  I currently own a pistol that 
will need a new firing pin shortly as it is loose and worn in the hammer of this 
firearm.  Presently, your law is too general.  While I am in favor of making a law to 
prohibit any firearm fully automatic in nature, your bill is not stating it as specific as 
such.  I believe we should outlaw bumpstocks and fully automatic trigger mechanisms 
and any retooling to create as such, but the bill is too general in its current written 
format.  Again this shows poor insight and research when written, and another knee jerk 
reaction to the current societal issues of our country.  Please take it back to the drawing 
board so those of us who are law abiding can continue to enjoy our sport.  I am also a 
retired Public Safety counselor. 

Sincerely, 

David Fukuzawa, SAS-V Retired 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 5:12:06 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 5:26:51 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jane E Arnold Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support SB2046, which would prohibit "Bump stocks".  These devices are not 
necessary for normal civilian use.  The only civilians who would need a "Bump stock" 
would be mass murderers.  This device enabled the killer in Las vegas to kill many more 
people than he otherwise could have killed. 

Jane E Arnold 

938 14th Ave 

Honolulu  HI  96816 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 5:43:35 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gaye Chan Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:37:21 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Donald Correia Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I Donald Correia stongly disagree with SB2046 as it was POORLY written and 
very vague.  

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 5:46:35 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stacy H Inouye Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose. I respectfully oppose SB2046 in its current form because it will criminalize gun 
smithing adjustments of triggers which is essential in target competition. It is special 
disconnector mechanisims to a trigger that allow automatic shots; that is already 
regulated by laws under the federal Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms which 
also requires a special licence. It is already a felony offense to possess special parts 
that allow auto fire. I donot oppose a bump stock, but poor wording and lack of 
understanding of how a gun functions leading to poor laws is my main concern. Anyone 
could easily understand this by simply watching a gun operating animation function on 
You Tube. 
 
Respectfully 
 
Stacy Inouye 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 5:57:56 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelly Kennedy Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To: Senate Judiciary Committee          

Hon. Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 

Hon. Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 

From:         

Kelly Kennedy 

Honolulu, HI 

kellynnmccken@gmail.com 

Hawaii Chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America 

RE:       SB2046; Relating to Firearms; In Support 

                  Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2018, 9:30AM 

My name is Kelly Kennedy. I am a mother and teacher living in Honolulu. I am writing in 
strong SUPPORT of SB 2046 and urge you to pass it to help protect our community 
from potential atrocities like those recently committed in other states. 

Mahalo for your consideration of this testimony. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:04:18 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Kawamoto Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Second Amendment does not grant an unconditional right to own a gun.  In light of 
the many recent mass shootings, this bill creates a reasonable limitation. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:05:16 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nandita Sharma Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill and urge the Committee to pass it. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:46:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jan Dickey Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please stop the madness and pass comprehensive gun control starting with this bill.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:18:58 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Onderko Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:59:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Parrish Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not think this law will accomplish anything subsantive, such as making our streets 
safer.   As a target shooter, I am very concerned that this could affect my ability to install 
a target grade trigger on my rifle or handgun, or to modify the existing trigger to target 
grade functionality.    I personally view "bump stocks" as a novelty item and not the tool 
of a serious marksman. but I also know that many unmodified rifles can be bump-fired 
without such a device afixed.    I am asking you to not pass this bill. 

David Parrish 

7525 Kahakuloa Place 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:41:55 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Renny Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 7:43:33 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Russell Takata Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill.  The prohibition on the adjustment/replacement of 
triggers does not enhance safety in our community.  Triggers are adjusted or 
replaced routinely to improve firearm safety preventing unwanted discharge. Whether 
the change is made by the manufacturer, owner, or gunsmith, it is inappropriate to make 
it a criminal offense.  We also have competitors in our State who participate in 
nationally-sanctioned rifle and pistol matches here and on the mainland using firearms 
with after market triggers or customized triggers to improve performance and accuracy. 
These are law-abiding citizens not criminals! 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 7:30:08 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joel dela Cruz Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The wording is too broad and will affect after market triggers used for hunting and 
competition shooting. This also affects folks with disabilities who have to modify triggers 
in order to shoot them effectively. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 7:50:24 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Babcock Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



 

Aloha Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Rhoads, and members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary, 

 

On behalf of the nearly 600 registered members of the Young Progressives Demanding Action (YPDA) 

Hawaiʻi, I would like to express strong support for SB2046.  

 

In the wake of Parkland, Umpqua, Santa Monica, Rancho Tehama, Marysville, Sandy Hook, Virginia 

Tech, Columbine and the now decades-long history of mass shootings at schools, I am angry, afraid and 

so tired of watching the news segments; of waking up to text alerts that more of my fellow 

millennials—and those even younger than us—will never grow up. And for what? Campaign donations 

exchanged for beneficial regulatory terms for arms manufacturers? The perpetuation of a gun culture 

that can be used to generate partisan points on a political score board? Defense of an archaic 

interpretation of the Second Amendment? Enough is enough. 

 

Military-grade weapons have no place in society. They are unnecessary for self-defense, hunting or 

target practice. Bump stock triggers modify semi-automatic weapons to allow for up to 800 rounds 

fired a minute, mimicking fully automatic firearms—assault weapons. Popular among mass shooters, 

assault weapons pose a distinct threat to the safety and security of Hawaiʻi's people, and people all over 

the world. After the expiration of the federal ban on assault weapons in 2004 and the failure to renew it 

by Congress, it now falls upon the states to pass sensible laws to prohibit these deadly weapons and any 

trigger mods that emulate them. 

 

I've watched the videos from the Parkland massacre. I've seen the charts that show just how many 

school shootings have taken place in America. Since 2000, there have been at least 188 shootings at 

schools and universities. It's hard to cite a definitive number, because the federal government does not 

study gun violence in the United States, despite recommendations from the Center for Disease Control 

that it do so; the National Rifle Association has opposed any measure to fund research or accounting of 

America's gun epidemic. But one statistic points out just how horrible our country's gun sickness is. 

Between 2000 and 2010, 57 incidents of mass shootings with two or more victims occuring on school 



campuses were recorded in 36 different countries. Twenty-eight—half of all those incidents—took 

place in the United States. 

 

Our children deserve to go to school free from the fear that they may never see their parents again; that 

any given school day might be their last on Earth. That is absolutely unacceptable. We need strict gun 

control regulations on assault weapons; on trigger modifications; on licensing, ammo, background 

checks, firearm training and carrying capacity. For the love of humanity, gun regulations should be at 

least as strict as regulations on driving an automobile.  

 

Yesterday, just days after witnessing their friends brutally murdered before their eyes, the survivors of 

the Parkland massacre watched as their state legislature refused to even consider a proposed assault 

weapon ban. Those kids, and young people all across the country, will hold responsible any and all 

politicians that put the interests and money of the NRA and its supporters above the lives and futures of 

America's youth. And here in Hawaii, we will do the same. No more hiding behind the Second 

Amendment. We're done waiting for elected leaders to do the right thing. We demand gun reform now. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Will Caron 

Social Justice Action Committee Chair 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:33:59 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sharon Williams Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:35:06 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Williams Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 7:52:58 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelli Yuen Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am testifying in opposition to SB 2046.  

While I understand the intent and the wording of the bill, I urge you to oppose it.  

It lacks clarity on what the definition of “accelerates rate of fire”. What is your definition 
of that or of increasing the rate of fire?  How did you come to this definition of you have 
one, and who determined this definition? The lack of clarity leaves a it open to 
interpretation on various levels which could in turn lead to misunderstandings and false 
accusations of law abiding citizens.  

Also, how does this bill account for manufacturers changing the structure and 
functionality of their components to comply with the law. And when this happens, where 
does it end?  

There are competition gun owners and hunting gun owners that have modified weapons 
that would fall under this broad reaching category. I do not feel That their rights should 
be taken away for a seemingly “knee jerk” reaction to recent events   

If there are legal ways to add further vetting of gun owners, and/or add more steps and 
checks to allow law abiding gun owners to modify their weapons in a responsible 
manner, then I’m all for it.  

However, as written, this bill is too broad, does not clearly identify “accelerated rate of 
fire”, and leaves many law abiding, gun owning citizens open to accusation and denies 
them of their right to bear arms.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:05:32 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Seth Addison Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a 2nd amendment supporter and resident of the State of Hawaii, I strongly urge you 
to please oppose SB2046. 

With the vauge language that SB2046 is written, if passed would effectively turn 
thousands of law abiding firearm owners into criminals. When I mean vauge langauge 
for example there is no official published "rate of fire" for any semiautomatic firearm. so 
when the language states anything that can increase or accelerate the rate of fire could 
be someone's index finger. There are people that can increase the rate of fire with even 
using an accessory like a "bumpstock".   

I'm sure the intentions of this bill were noble, but in the end SB2046 is overreaching and 
is infringing on citizens 2nd ammendment rights. This is why I ask again for you to 
please oppose SB2046. 

Thank you, 

Seth Addison 

91-1165 Lukahiu PL  

Ewa Beach, HI 96706 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:08:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

To Hawaii Lawmakers, 

I strongly oppose this bill.  The language in bill is over-reaching and shows a lack of 
understanding about how firearms accessories work.  It's way too broad.  Thousands of 
Hawaii gun owners make modifications to their triggers depending on how they intend to 
use their firearm.  Home defense guns have certain triggers.  Competition shooters will 
have their triggers set up to what makes firearm perform the way they want 
to.  Changing triggers is so common that at least 90% of gun owners do it.  The 
variation in triggers is about the same as the variation in the different brands of tires that 
people put on their cars  Basically, you will be making criminals out of me, my wife and 
thousands of gun owners in the State.  I don't even know how you would enforce 
it.  Others problems are that some guns are shipped from the factory with after market 
triggers already installed.  Other than that, you should know that a trigger does not 
determine the rate of fire for a gun...the operator of the gun does.  I urge you to oppose 
this bill and anything like it and please stop trying to make criminals out of normal, law 
abiding, citizens. 

Thank you, 

Robert Farm 

1552 Pukele Ave 

Honolulu, Hi 96816 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:21:49 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Edward Sosta Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Senate Committee on Judiciary Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Rhoads; Members 
Gabbard, Thielen and Mercado Kim, 

  

I strongly oppose SB 2046. Law abiding firearms owners in this state are not a problem. 
Criminals won’t follow any laws you make anyway and they are not using trigger 
modification devices bump stocks or things to accelerate the rate of fire of a semi 
automatic firearm in the commission of crimes. Senate Bill 2046 if passed into law 
would turn law abiding firearms owners into criminals, competition shooters and the 
disabled often modify triggers to increase accuracy or to be usable with a disability. This 
bill would also criminalize gunsmiths and could be very detrimental to their businesses.  

  

As a lawful owner of firearms I cannot sit by and let the legislature of this state further 
erode my rights to own firearms as enumerated in both the US Constitution and the 
Constitution of The State of Hawaii, I ask you remember your oath. I would like to 
further ask of you all that you also oppose any further bills that are aimed to restrict the 
rights of lawful firearms owners to keep and bear arms in this state. Love or hate 
firearms I don’t care but I ask that you do your due diligence and inform yourselves on 
firearms types and their operation, the Hawaii Rifle Association is always willing to work 
with and inform legislators and or other elected officials about anything firearms related. 

This is Jerry Miculek and these are all semi automatic firearms or 
revolvers https://youtu.be/WyIq9FdTgwM I guess Mr. Miculek won’t be able to visit 
Hawaii. 

  

Sincerely, 

Edward A. Sosta 

Citizen Soldier, Firearms Owner, Voter and Patriot 

https://youtu.be/WyIq9FdTgwM


Maili, HI 

  

Life Member of the National Rifle Association, Member of the Hawaii Rifle Association, 
Member of The Hawaii Defense Foundation and Member of The Hawaii Historic Arms 
Association 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:28:47 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

steven a kumasaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

amend this bill to adopt the language in HB1908 

this eliminates any confusion over what you are trying to ban, and does not make tens 
of thousands of firearms owners in this state felons for modifiying their triggers 

i also find the fact that this meeting does not allow allow in-person testimony galling 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:33:32 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa Hoang Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As the parent of school age children (ages 13, 10, and 7) in Hawaii public schools, I 
support SB2046 in light of recent events. We should limit the ability for semi-automatic 
weapons to shoot multiple rounds in a short period of time, as legitimate uses of guns 
for target practice and hunting require concentration, focus, and a steady hand- not a 
rapid fire burst of bullets. These modifications make it possible for a would be killer to 
harm the greatest number of people in the shortest period of time, and as such I am 
completely opposed to these trigger modifications. I completely support a qualified 
individual's right to own and use guns as provided for by law, and this right is not 
infringed by SB2046. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:40:27 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James Michael Rosa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

To prohibit trigger modification devices , including bump stocks from legal gun owners is 
a big waste of time and effort, to enforce such a law that will do absolutly nothing to 
make Hawaii a safer place.  Not a one illegal gun owner would conform to this proposed 
law anymore than they conform to the many existing State of Hawaii Firearm 
Laws.  Efforts need to be put into manditory safe storage of firearms in order to keep 
firearms out of the wrong hands and off the streets.   The State of Hawaii already 
requires all legal gun owners to be in the FBI database, thus treating doctors need to 
enter into the database all patients being perscribed medications for mental illness or a 
controlled substance.  If the State of Hawaii is serious about keeping our children safe 
while at school the DOE would budget for two armed officers at each and every public 
school in the State of Hawaii.  Many school principals in the State of Hawaii have 
request just that and were turned down due to no money which tells me the DOE 
doesn't care about our dear children that the parents have entrusted them 
with.    Aloha,  Jim Rosa (Kauai) 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:48:12 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randall Leonard Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

  Aloha, i’m writing in to ask you to oppose sb 2046. All though well meaning. This bill is 
too vague With respect to common upgrades that marksman, hunters and sportsman do 
to increase the accuracy of their equipment. While I personally agree with a “bumpstock 
ban”, i believe this bill goes too far, and will penalize regular law abiding people such as 
myself.    

Sincerely, R. Leonard.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 8:56:43 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Megan Bent Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 9:06:28 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kevin J. Cole Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

SB2046 is far too restrictive in its reach and too broad in its scope.  What exactly is a 
“trigger modification” as expressed in this bill? If someone replaces an old part with a 
new on, will he be guilty of violating the law?  What if someone has worked on a firearm 
some years  ago and then sells it? Would both persons be guilty in the eye of the 
law?  Why are muzzle brakes mentioned in this bill? Many fine hunting and target rifles 
have muzzle brakes built into the system. 

Such matters are better left to federal law. All this measure will do is to cause confusion 
and make law abiding citizens subject to arbitrary discrimination. 

Kevin J. Cole, Col USAF Ret. Mililani 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 9:07:04 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keith Kikkawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

    I am submitting testimony in opposition to SB 2046. I am a Registered Nurse by 
profession, a second amendment supporter, and an avid firearms enthusiast. I am also 
a licensed hunter in the state of Hawaii. 

     As a hunter and shooting enthusiast, I would like to provide some information 
regarding why target shooters and hunters need to modify our triggers. To make things 
clear, we are not modifying our triggers with the sole purpose to  "accelerate the rate of 
fire", or to create a fully automatic weapon - which is illegal to own here in the State of 
Hawaii. We are modifying our triggers for precision. Even a lightened - modified trigger 
will only discharge one round at a time. A light - crisp trigger is imperative for target 
shooting and hunting as it allows the shooter to discharge the firearm with the least 
amount of flinching and movement. The premise of target shooting and hunting is to 
place our shot exactly where it needs to be. The entire concept of shooting is to be 
precise. When shooting a game animal three hundred yards away, the slightest 
deviation will result in a miss or worse, a wounded animal. 

     This bill if passed into law, will only serve to turn thousands of law abiding 
firearm enthusiasts who spend hours honing our skills at the range into criminals. It will 
not prevent a mad man from causing destruction if that is what he intends. There are 
thousands upon thousands of law abiding firearm owners in this state who pay 
our taxes, work hard, and enjoy shooting on our time off. Please do not turn us into 
criminals. We already have laws in place to prevent criminals and people who are 
mentally insane from aquiring firearms.  

With great sincerity, 

Keith 

      

    

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 9:08:35 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Samuel Webb Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill, because it makes all trigger upgrades to your rifle illegal, the state 
should not make criminals out most firearm owners, just because of some fill good law. 
Criminals will still be criminals. 

 



Mark Sindiong 

HiMfelix@hawaii.rr.com 

 

26 February 2018 

 

RE: SB 2046, Relating to firearms: Prohibits trigger modification devices, including bump stocks, that  

 are designed or function to accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic firearm. 

 

POSITION: OPPOSITION TO SB 2046 

 

Dear Honorable Chairman Taniguchi the Representatives of the Judiciary Committee:  

  

I believe this bill oversteps the bounds of reasonable gun control measures in several ways. I can 

certainly understand the concern (and fear of) a bump-fire device and the desire to do something after 

the Las Vegas shooting.   However, this bill also covers a broad range of trigger groups/components 

often used by hunters, sporting marksmen, competitive shooters, as well as recreational marksmen.   

These triggers (manufactured by numerous companies) do little to increase the rate of fire of a semi-

auto firearm and are primarily installed to improve accuracy by means of a smoother trigger pull & more 

consistent break than the stock trigger components.   Additionally, these improved triggers are not only 

purchased aftermarket but are often preinstalled at the factory by the actual firearms manufacturer.   So 

many local marksmen who own higher end firearms or shoot competitively will become felons overnight 

with no recourse or “grandfathering”.   Again I fully understand that many people want something done, 

but most of these people have no real knowledge of firearms, most have never shot a firearm for 

various reasons and probably don’t grasp the difference between a bump-fire device/trigger crank and a 

competition or precision trigger group.    

 

I have been a resident of our state my entire life, and have owned, shot, and competed with firearms 

since I’ve been legal to own one.   I’ve gone through all the obstacles and speed bumps to legally own 

said firearms, even though my career actually includes the use of and thorough training with firearms.   

That’s why I oppose this Senate Bill as it’s written.   It “bans” firearms already illegal in the state of 

Hawaii as well as addresses laws we already have in place.   It also adds more restrictive laws that (as 

always) will not only affect legal, law abiding citizens but also local licensed firearms dealers and shops. 

 

It’s my belief that this Senate Bill, as it’s currently written, will encounter a lot of opposition from local 

marksmen, businesses, and firearms related organizations. That’s why I feel it should be readdressed 

and edited to mirror House Bill 1908 (HB1908).   As much as I hate seeing my 2nd Amendment rights 

whittled away by the state of Hawaii, I do find HB1908 more palatable and far more applicable as a 

reasonable response to what happened in Las Vegas.   So again, I oppose SB2046 as it’s written. 

 

I thank you for your attention and consideration of this opinion. 

 

Very Respectfully 

 

Mark Sindiong   

mailto:HiMfelix@hawaii.rr.com


SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 9:36:03 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peter Gellatly Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Perusing the testimony opposed to this bill both leaves me in shock and amplifies the 
justification for passing SB2046. When you are asked to wait until we have a shooting 
here before taking action to prevent one, you know that this legislation is both timely 
and necessary. 

Mahalo for caring about the safety of my family ... and yours.    

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 9:38:07 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shawn Hazelgrove Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Good Afternoon, 

My name is Shawn Hazelgrove. I own a company on the mainland that manufactures 
steel targets for outdoor shooting. This is our 3rd year in business. I have customers all 
across the United States, including military and law enforcement. I spend a lot of time 
shooting long range and interacting with customers at outdoor ranges. I currently live in 
Hawaii and would be impacted by this poorly worded and constructed bill. I have owned 
numerous firearms since before I could drive a car. I am qualified in the military on the 
M11 service pistol, the M500 shotgun, and the M4A1 carbine. I also hold a valid Florida 
concealed carry license and have completed both the Indiana and Florida hunter 
education classes. I was a member of the Florida Fraternal Order of Police Outdoor 
Range for 5 years prior to moving to Hawaii. 

It appears to me that this bill is coming after bump stocks because of the Las Vegas 
murders. Notice I did not use the words "gun violence" or "mass shooting." It took a 
mentally deranged and ill person to carry out those terrible crimes. Remember, it takes 
a person behind the weapon to carry out a shooting. This mentally ill man would have 
found any way possible to carry out his plan even if bump stocks were outlawed. 

Just so we can stick to the facts here, bump stocks do not modify a trigger. They go 
onto the butt stock of semi-automatic firearms. Semi-automatic firearms will only fire at 
the rate that the shooter is capable of pulling the trigger. Take a look at some of the 
world famous competition shooters that participate in cowboy action shooting with lever 
action rifles and revolvers. They can shoot faster and more precisely than most 
shooters with modern semi-automatics. It takes training and practice to get that good. I 
would encourage you to take a look at Jerry Miculek who has numerous world records 
with revolvers. I have personally observed shooters at the range who have end 
modifications and little training get outshot by those with simple firearms and lots of 
training. 

This bill is far too vague. I would like to see the facts and statistics that you used in 
order to formulate this bill. How many deaths in Hawaii have resulted from bump stocks 
or aftermarket triggers? On your own facebook page you talk about not politicizing 
events like Las Vegas, yet that it is exactly what you have done. Will this bill ban 
common aftermarket triggers that target shooters commonly use that are manufactured 



for semi-automatic firearms of all types? Companies such as Timney, Giessele, Zev, 
Bravo Company, Agency Arms and numerous others. What about going from a curved 
trigger to one with a flat face? What about changing out a 7 pound trigger spring to one 
that is 5 pounds? Or, a single stage factory trigger to a two stage competition trigger? 
None of these make a gun shoot faster. They increase the feedback and feel to the 
shooter. Remember, it takes a person’s input every time on the trigger for each round. 
They do not change the way a gun fires. A lighter trigger pull can help with younger 
shooters or women who might anticipate the recoil and pull the gun off target. They are 
also better for long range shooters who use breathing techniques when hunting or 
practicing. Much like runners do not want to run in combat boots, those of us who shoot 
for fun or competition do not want a trigger that takes 12 pounds to pull back. The 
trigger is one of the most commonly modified items on a firearm because it is 
manipulated each time a round is fired. I am concerned about who will be the judge and 
expert on trigger modifications when it is very clear that politicians and those who 
support this bill have no knowledge or experience with firearms. Who will say what is 
legal and what is not? Will that be the police chief, the governor, the Attorney General? 
Or will it be up for discussion each time I try to register a new or used firearm? Will my 
Timney trigger that is 4 pounds be banned over my stock trigger that was 7 pounds? 
What about adjustable weight triggers? 

There is a large market for firearms accessories. There will always be companies 
looking to skirt around the law and create a legal product, with concurrence from the 
ATF. Most of these products stem from already existing federal or state laws. Take a 
look what is happening is places like California and New York. Companies are creating 
new products to get around the recently passed laws. Technology will stay ahead of the 
law. They are trying to ban items based on appearance and how scary they look instead 
of keeping gun out of the hands of criminals and the mentally ill. Not to mention, 
hunters, target shooters and those who carry for self-defense and are legally allowed to 
own guns are the ones who are punished and forced to buy new products to get around 
these new laws. 

It is actually fortunate that he used a bump fire stock because of how inaccurate they 
make a firearm. There is a reason that target shooters do not use them for precision 
shooting. Had the murderer actually taken the time to aim, he would have killed more 
people. He also had no formal training and was just spraying bullets, hitting many 
people with ricochets. 

My point is this: quit trying to focus on the firearms and firearms parts and address the 
mental health issue in this country and state. The Las Vegas murderer killed himself 
when law enforcement arrived. The Newtown murderer did the same. As did the 
Columbine murderers. And the 1991 Killeen, TX murderer, the Virginia Tech murderer 
and the March 21, 2005 murderer in Red Lake, MN. April 3, 2009 In Binghamton, New 
York, Jiverly Wong killed 13 people and injured four during a shooting at an immigrant 
community center. He then kills himself. The majority of all of these mass murderers 
have several things in common. They rarely live because they kill themselves. They 
want to be in control until they realize someone has responded, so they take their own 



life. They also have mental issues and sought treatment for them, such as the Virginia 
Tech student, the Sandy Hook murderer and Stephen Paddock in Las Vegas. They 
never should have had access to firearms to begin with. Most of them have little social 
contact and have strange tendencies such as wearing 20 pairs of socks in one day as 
Adam Lanza did. How about holding the US Air Force accountable for not putting the 
most recent Texas murderer into the correct databases for his violent domestic 
assaults? We have the tools and laws on the books to stop the next killer. It is time we 
enforce them and work on the metal health in the country. Mental health care is the 
most declining field of medicine since the 1960s, while the use of prescription medicines 
and outpatient mental health care has skyrocketed. Until we can have an educated 
discussion on the people behind the firearms, we will not solve a thing. Guns are not 
violent, and they do not pull the triggers on their own. People are violent, and it takes a 
person to pull a trigger. Or rent a Home Depot truck. Or make a pressure cooker bomb. 

I oppose this bill and any others like it. Do not punish the law abiding citizens of this 
state. Open the dialogue and get a firearms expert to help out. You don’t take your car 
to the veterinarian‘s office do you? Last week made a generous donation and choose to 
upgrade my NRA Endowment Life Membership to a Patron Life Membership because 
when I am at work providing for my family, the NRA will be fighting for me while 
politicians who think they know better legislate bills against me and the sport that I love. 
We will not go quietly. 

  

Very Respectfully, 

  

Shawn T. Hazelgrove 

70 Aikahi Loop 

Kailua, HI 96734 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 9:57:25 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Maya Maxym Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a physician who has cared for children and families torn apart by gun violence, I 
strongly support this measure, which makes modifications of weapons to make them 
even more lethal illegal in our state.  There is no reason why these modifications could 
possibly serve any legitimate purpose, whereas saving a mother from having to grieve 
the loss of her child has immeasurable value. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 11:27:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

William Carreira Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I emphatically OPPOSE SB2046. It is too broadly written and open to widely varying 
interpretation. 

Lightened triggers installed in semi-automatic rifles for the sake of increased single-shot 
accuracy would also become illegal due t this measure. It is poorly worded and should 
not be given any more consideration.  Stop penalizing law-abiding gun owners! 

Sincerely, 

William K. Carreira 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:22:45 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Daniel Montano Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I agree to ban bump Stocks, I don’t believe any individual should have the ability to 
simulate Automatic  Fires, but I do oppose the bill that does not allow owners. Law 
abiding owners the ability to modify the trigger for the Law abiding citizens of Hawaii. 
Please listen to the citizens of Hawaii who are law abiding gun owners, you are only 
hurting the Law abiding citizen by allowing this bill to pass. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:31:13 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jonagustine Lim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Do any of you legislators even read this? 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:35:29 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ross Langston Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I wholeheartedly support SB2046.  I am a gun owner but also an educator, husband, 
and human being.  There is no sporting reason that anyone needs to modify a firearm to 
approximate automatic fire. It is not allowed in hunting situations (most states limit the 
hunter to a gun that can accommodate only three rounds) or in any shooting 
competitions that I know of. Allowing this loophole to persist in Hawaii risks that 
someone like Stephen Paddock can perpetuate their malice on the people of 
Hawaii.  Hawaii has some of the strictest gun laws in the nation, and, as a result, one of 
the lowest incidences of gun death.  This bill seems like a no-brainer. Please pass 
SB2046. 

Aloha, 

Ross Langston 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:37:36 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Krystal Yasukawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 6:35:04 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eileen M Gawrys Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This should be the first of many steps towards assured gun safety in our state.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 6:45:32 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

chelsea pang Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:03:39 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Malia Kaku Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  





SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:25:30 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lance Sugimoto Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2046 due to it's vague and overreaching language. As written, it 
will turn a large majority of legal, law abiding, voting citizens into criminals with just a 
stroke of your pen. I ask you to vote in opposition as well.   

I am not opposed to certain modifications to firearms being deemed illegal though I 
strongly feel the BATF should be the department to make those decisions, not the state 
legislators.  

Thank you for your time and allowing my testimony. 

Lance Sugimoto. Waipio Gentry, HI. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:39:11 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kam Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is very vague and should be drawn up by someone that has knowledge of 
firearms, I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:49:02 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Phillip Wilson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this measure and strongly urge you to do the same.  This bill still does not 
achieve its intended goal of preventing acts of violence committed with a firearm.  All 
that this bill does is outlaw a category of gun accessory that thousands of firearm 
owners have purchased.  These folks are law abiding and will be made into FELONS 
with the stroke of a pen.  This is an unjust level of punishment and violates the principle 
of 'the punishment fitting the crime' 

The real criminals however will still be unimpeded by this or any law.  You as our 
legislators need to stop looking for laws that only affect lawful gun owners.  Instead, I 
urge you to explore and pass legislation that STRENGTHENS the rights of lawful 
citizens to protect themselves and their families.  Specifically, we need concealed carry 
law reciprocity and the expansion of the Castle Doctrine outside the home. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:49:35 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brandon Allen Kainoa 
Leong 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:50:14 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kanani Kai Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:59:44 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raymund Bragado Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

    I am a Veteran with two combat tours in Iraq.  I love this country and I was born and 
raised in Philippines.  I came here legally, went to school and joined the Navy after 
graduating high school.  I believe in the constitution as the highest law of the land.  My 
testimony to this SB2046 is an action due to recent events that tragically happened and 
we lost a lot of people. My fellow citizens the weapon is not to blame. It is the 
individuals.  Just like a drunk driver we don't blame the vehicle it was the driver. Please 
consider my testimony and not pass SB2046 

Sincerley, 

Ray Bragado 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:20:39 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Theodore Tran Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:11:46 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karla Silva-Park Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:23:13 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bradford Davis Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee, 

  I would like to formally express my opposition to SB2046. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Best, 

  Mr. Bradford Davis 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:28:35 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Micah Fernandez Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB2046 will succeed only in turning law abiding gun owners into criminals. Anyone who 
competes in competitions, especially pistol and military rifle matches will becomes 
felons if this bill passes. Many of these competitors have lightened triggers or or 
aftermarket triggers to increase accuracy in a discipline where precision is key. Hunters 
who utilize semi automatic rifles in their pursuits will also be adversely affected by this 
bill. Our state has some of the strictest gun laws in the country and probably some of 
the most responsible gun owners. This bill will only serve to make it even harder for our 
responsible gun owners to exercise our constitutional right. 

Sincerely, 
Micah Fernandez 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:30:20 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Garrett T Ornellas Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am not against Banning bump stocks. However the rest of this horribly worded bill is 
vague in regards to trigger modifications. If this was a clean bill on bump stocks I would 
have no issue. But it's not please vote down this horribly worded bill. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:38:49 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kurt Taguma Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Senator Taniguchi and Senator Rhodes, 

Please get informed about the items in SB2046 before you make assumptions and 
decisions. My family like to do some recreational shooting and even some USPSA 
matches. We recently started shooting and have been introdeced to some competitions. 
These are for speed, accuracy, and time. A really fun sport and thats all. No bump 
stocks, but we do make some modifications to make our pistol easier to shoot with 
aftermarket springs and sights. 

This has nothing to make the gun more dangerous. Just easier to pull the trigger for a 
small woman and girl. 

Its like and car, tool, toy.....people like to make them a better product by changing parts. 

Cars and DUI kill and hurt more people than guns. I'm worried more about my rights and 
what this could be the start of. 

Please DO NOT let this bill go throught. Get informed....not through the media. Go talk 
to avid competitors at Kokohead range. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kurt Taguma 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:31:26 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nelson Faulkner Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is unrealistic. Banning bump stocks is fine but all the other things they are trying 
to sneak in is unrealistic and unfair. This will only affect the law biding citizens. You’re 
punishing those of us that follow the law. Criminals don’t follow the law.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:01:17 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bowen Dickinson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a registered voter and competition IPSC shooter I strongly oppose SB2046.  It is 
over reaching and vague as regards common modifications to firearms which simply 
improve the function of a semi-auto firearm, but instead could make felons out of law 
abiding target shooters and hunters who may work on their legally owned firearms for 
safety, accuracy, or function.  Bans of this type have absolutely ZERO effect on the 
criminal activity that they seek to achieve. Let the ATF do their job and decide how 
these devices should be regulated, if at all. 

Bowen Dickinson 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:02:56 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ryan Yamanaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB2046 on the grounds that it is a poorly written bill that incriminates just 
about every single citizen in hawaii.  It is possible to use any number of household items 
to "accelerate the rate of fire of a firearm".  In fact, simple items like rubber bands or belt 
loops or belt buckles can serve the same purpose that the "bump stock" does.  So 
everyone with these household items would now be criminals under SB2046. 

It also more directly criminalizes law abiding citizens that purchased these items 
legally.  If police arrest the individual and confiscate the items, it amounts to illegal 
confiscation without due consideration.Modifications that "increase the rate of fire of 
semi-automatic weapons" are already illegal under the "automatic firearm" 
restriction.  This was confirmed by former Attorney General Doug Chin.  All this bill does 
is serve to confuse the issue and incriminate a lot more people for no reason.  If this bill 
passed, HPD could walk down the line at the Koko Head Range and arrest every single 
individual there, as they're waring pants with belt loops, which can be used for the same 
purpose as the "bump stock". 

Again, I strongly oppose this bill, and ask that lawmakers consider bills that help reduce 
crime perpetrated by criminals instead of attempting to create criminals from law abiding 
citizens/tax payers. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:16:07 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Marc Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose Senate Bill 2046. 

SB 2046 is poorly written and would not only make bump stocks illegal (which was 
reviewed by the ATFE and is a Federal issue) but would also ban trigger replacement or 
modification.  Replacing or modifying a factory trigger allows for greater accuracy and 
enhances the feel of the trigger press.  In turn, replacement or modified triggers aid 
hunters in making accurate, clean, and humane shots on game animals.  Competitive 
shooters also benefit from increased accuracy and enhanced feel.  Shooters with 
disabilities (e.g. lacking hand strength due to injury, etc.) would also not be able to 
participate in the sport or defend themselves if they are not allowed to replace a trigger 
that is too heavy for them to use.  

Lastly, this bill is unenforceable and only serves to place additional burden on law 
abiding owners.  Criminals do not care about the law and this bill does not make our 
communities safer. 

Please oppose SB 2046. 

Thank you. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:18:59 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jacob Holcomb Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for amending the language so that it’s less incriminating to people who make 
normal trigger modifications, but this bill is still too broad in it’s scope. Plus recently the 
ATF made a statement regarding bump stocks so it looks like passing this law would be 
a moot point anyway. Unlike the Hawaii legislative process the ATF has much more 
knowledge regarding firearms and takes the appropriate amount of time to do research 
before it announces it’s findings. 
 
I am aware of the anti-NRA social pressure that seems to be overwhelming these days, 
but in fact a lot of it is media hype trying to accelerate a culture war. The NRA is 
primarily a member-supported organization while the anti-gun groups receive the bulk of 
their funding from a few billionaires who are actively twisting the narrative to make law 
abiding gun owners look like out of control savages. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 
 
Only once has a bump stock been used in a crime as far as we know, and the details of 
that incident are sketchy and conflicting. This is not the kind of issue that we should be 
rushing to fix when it could possibly ruin the lives of so many legal gun owners. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:22:32 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrew Namiki Roberts Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly Oppose SB2046 

This is a poorly thought out and worded law that does NOTHING to 
protect the people and has no effect on the possession of bumpstocks or 
other devices.  

The legislators that write these laws and vote on them have little to no 
understanding on the design or function of firearms.  

Bump firing can and is done by the function of how a semi automatic 
firearm operates, It can be done with rifle and pistols and requires no 
device or aid to function.  

So this law does one of  three  things.  
1 : It does NOTHING 
2 : it bans any item that can be used to aid bump firing (string, belts, 
rubber bands etc....) 
3 : it bans semi automatic firearms.  

The maximum fire rate of a semi autocratic is limited only by the rate at 
which the firearm can mechanically cycle. Typically with AR15's that rate 
is 600 rounds per minute (some faster) . So no device bump stock or 
otherwise would accelerate the rate of fire beyond what the firearm is 
capable of ,making this law yet again mute.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:29:03 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eileen Herring Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill making the use of trigger modifications to semi automatic 
firearms illegal. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:34:53 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dean Kunimoto Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Stongly oppose SB 2046.  The proposed language is too broad and would serve to 
make basic aftermarket triggers illegal.  Aftermarket triggers are common for 
applications such as hunting and competition shooting.  

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:41:42 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Lewis Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2046 as a parent of young children and in light of recent events and mass 
shootings at schools.  I believe the ability of semi-automatic weapons to shoot multiple 
rounds in a very short period of time should be limited, as legitimate uses of these 
weapons do not require this capability.  The trigger modification devices at issue here 
make it possible for a would-be killer to cause the greateast amount of harm to the 
greatest number of people in the shortest amount of time, and as such, I am completely 
opposed to these firearms modifications.  I support the rights of qualified individuals to 
own and use firearms as allowed under the law, and these rights are not infringed in any 
way by SB2046.  Thank you. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 11:34:33 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tom Galli Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:04:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrew Peterson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe this bill is a direct attach on the 2nd amendment rights provide to us by the 
Constitution of the United State. If this bill is approved the ability for people needing 
modified triggers for medical reason, age, or personal would be denied. If someone with 
carpel tunnel needs a modified trigger to amend the pressure required to pull the trigger 
would not be able to if this bill passed. If an elderly individual has strength issued need 
the ability to modify the trigger to be able to defend one’s self. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:15:49 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carl Matthew Jellings Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As this bill pertains to triggers as well as bump stocks which is in truth a firing method 
not a item. I am completely against this considering a match grade trigger would 
become illegal.  

 



Committee on Judiciary 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 

Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 

Committee Members 

SB2046 Relating to Firearms 

Public Decision-Making February 27, 2018 

Written Testimony:  STRONGLY SUPPORT 

The Senate has the decision to further the Bill SB2046 and digest the testimonies from those who oppose.  I have 
taken the time to read all the testimonies that have been posted to date.  For many who are opposed some of their 
reasoning is faulty.  The gun activists will challenge the use of the term, “bump stock.”  They know exactly what is 
being discussed and will continue to insist that there isn’t a definition for the term “bump stock.”   

Therefore, since that term is used in the bill SB2046.  I offer what was proposed during the February 21, 2018 House 
Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce regarding HB1908 Relating to Firearms.   

On February 21, 2018 the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce held a HB1908 Relating to 
Firearms was heard.  Numerous testimonies were submitted.  Several Oral testimonies were heard.   

Bear in mind that I witnessed during the aforementioned meeting, those opposed presented testimony objecting to the 
“wording” of the bill stating there isn’t a definition by the NRA or ATF regarding “Multiburst Trigger Activator, therefore 
there cannot be any enforcement.  To further obtain support from one individual testifying, the committee offered the 
following to further define the term.  Again, the person testifying wasn’t supportive, and it was apparent that any 
definition would not satisfy him.  Here is the California Penal Code definition and the same definition the CPC offered; 

Multiburst trigger activator; 

(a) A device designed or redesigned to be attached to a semiautomatic firearm, 
which allows the firearm to discharge 2 or more shots in a burst by activating 
the device. 

(b) A manual or power-driven trigger activating device constructed and designed 
so that when attached to a semiautomatic firearm it increases the rate of fire of 
the firearm. 

Let’s take a look at our recent past news reports: 

February 23, 2018 Star Advertiser reports “Honolulu Deputy Police Chief John McCarthy and Superintendent Christina 
Kishimoto joined forces today in calling for an end to the recent rash of threats by students against local schools.  Since 
Jan. 1, we’ve dealt with more than a dozen threats directly dealing with Oahu schools,” McCarthy said at a press 
conference at HPD headquarters. “We’ve made several arrests in the last couple of days.” 

Hawaii News Now has been reporting: (these are hyperlinked) 

Shooting threats at Hawaii schools have communities on edge 

…Shooting threats at Hawaii schools have communities on edge…… There have been two arrests in just two days after 

teens allegedly made threats against schools…… Honolulu Police say that the FBI is assisting them with multiple threats 

spread through social… 
Last Modified: Feb 23, 2018 11:11 PM HST  

 

http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37581256/arrests-threats-at-hawaii-schools-have-students-parents-teachers-on-edge


Amid spate of school threats, debate over arming teachers grows 

…Amid spate of school threats, debate over arming teachers grows… 
Last Modified: Feb 23, 2018 5:45 PM HST  

Arrests, threats at Hawaii schools have students, parents, teachers on edge 

…Arrests, threats at Hawaii schools have students, parents, teachers on edge… 
Last Modified: Feb 23, 2018 7:09 PM HST  

Police arrest student after threat against Leilehua High School 

…Police arrest student after threat against Leilehua High School…… connection with an alleged threat against the 

campus, according to law enforcement sources. School…… Honolulu police officers arrested a Leilehua High School 

student on Wednesday in connection with… 
Last Modified: Feb 22, 2018 9:13 AM HST  

Big Island police beef up presence at several schools after threats made…Big Island police beef up presence at several 
schools after threats made…… Kapolei Middle School, now Big Island police are on high alert after threats were made at 
several schools…… Middle School, now Big Island police are on high alert after threats were made at two schools. …Last 
Modified: Feb 21, 2018 9:45 AM HST  

 

The Latest: Threat leads to checking bags at middle school 

…The Latest: Threat leads to checking bags at middle school…… HONOLULU (AP) - The Latest on a threat made to a 

Hawaii school (all times local……The Latest on a threat made to a Hawaii school (all times local):… 
Last Modified: Feb 16, 2018 5:08 PM HST 

Law enforcement responds after threat made to Hawaii school 

…Law enforcement responds after threat made to Hawaii school…… school after a shooting threat was made on social 

media. The Honolulu Star……Police and FBI are responding to a suburban Honolulu middle school after a shooting threat 

was made… 
Last Modified: Feb 16, 2018 8:39 AM HST  

Police look into threat made at Waianae High 

…Police look into threat made at Waianae High…… threat to the school Wednesday. According to the school, the 

Honolulu Police Department was contacted…… The school has begun placing preventative measures that may cause 

traffic delays in the area. … 
Last Modified: Feb 15, 2018 5:10 PM HST 

 For second time in less than a week, HPD investigating threat to a Mililani school 

…For second time in less than a week, HPD investigating threat to a Mililani school…… First Mililani Middle School, now 

Mililani High School. For the second time in less than a week…… school campus. … 
Last Modified: Feb 06, 2018 4:06 PM HST  

My point is that all public schools on Oahu are open campuses.  There isn’t enough security to ward off intruders.  Even 
with armed security guards there is no guarantee that they will confront an active shooter.  Depending on the weapon, 
an armed guard may not have a chance against an active shooter.   

These news stories are our red flags.  Some may say it’s copycat because of the shootings in Florida.  Well they were 
copycats for the ones previous.  Leading back to Columbine when The United States of America could not foresee the 
future.  Identified as a single incident, no real action was taken.  Then the next and the next and here we are 2018.   

Many “legal” gun owners do not want to be penalized or considered criminals because of current ownership of an altered 
firearm as described above.  They need to get with time, stop being selfish.  

http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/clip/14151897/amid-spate-of-school-threats-debate-over-arming-teachers-grows
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/clip/14152325/arrests-threats-at-hawaii-schools-have-students-parents-teachers-on-edge
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37562514/police-arrest-student-after-threat-against-leilehua-high-school
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37557040/big-island-police-to-beef-up-presence-at-2-schools-after-threats-made
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37525767/the-latest-threat-leads-to-checking-bags-at-middle-school
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37525340/law-enforcement-responds-after-threat-made-to-hawaii-school
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37518832/police-investigate-possible-threat-to-waianae-high-school
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/37443759/for-second-time-in-less-than-a-week-threat-made-at-a-mililani-school


The NRA’s call to action and Gun enthusiasts have stuffed the ballots.  Here are excerpts from some of their written 
testimony for NOT supporting this bill; 

➢ Worn out triggers that need to be replaced  

➢ Disability (lost part of my strength in my index finger due to surgery, I require modifications) or too heavy 

for me to pull (Do something else) 

➢ No legal definition (the above definition works for California, it can work here) 

➢ Impossible to enforce (that was said when Hawaii required seatbelts, “click it or ticket” is working) 

➢ Bump stocks can be replaced by a shoe lace, rubber band, a belt.  (Fine replace it.) 

➢ This bill is an arbitrary ban (N0, this has been well televised and reported) 

➢ This is an ATF issue.  (No, this is a safety issue) 

➢ We are target shooter and hunters, it increases accuracy.  (Doesn’t a scope do that, and as for target 

shooters and hunters, one shot should hit the bullseye)  

➢ Improves the function of a semi-automatic firearm.  (Not necessary, Don’t care) 

➢ No past history in Hawaii of this, no existing problem (WHY WAIT?) 

➢ Knee jerk reaction to something that happened in 2017 

➢ Criminalizes common actions by law-abiding citizens (Just turn them in) 

➢ Banning devices used for recreational, sporting and competition (Find something else to do) 

➢ Wording is vague, too broad, too overreaching, citing the 2nd amendment, citing 5th amendment, its 

flawed, used for self-defense, “Feel good bill,” it will do nothing to stop violence or reduce crime, seeks 

to solve a non-existent problem, ……… 

It’s time to take action!  Or set a limit on the firing rate of semi-automatic weapons. 

** I offer further research: 

California is the only state that explicitly restricts the sale of bump-fire devices, according to Freilich, the LCPGV 
attorney. The Golden State has the toughest gun laws in the country, and has banned bump-fire stocks since 1990, 
Freilich said. The statute bans "multiburst trigger activator," defined as a device attached to a semi-automatic rifle that 
"allows the firearm to discharge two or more shots in a burst by activating the device." Source:  
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/where-are-bump-fire-stocks-illegal-feds-states-weigh-bans-after-las-vegas-
shooting/ 

California Penal Code - PEN 
PART 6. CONTROL OF DEADLY WEAPONS [16000 - 34370] 
  (Part 6 added by Stats. 2010, Ch. 711, Sec. 6.) 
  TITLE 1. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS [16000 - 17360] 
  (Title 1 added by Stats. 2010, Ch. 711, Sec. 6.) 
DIVISION 2. DEFINITIONS [16100 - 17360] 
  (Division 2 added by Stats. 2010, Ch. 711, Sec. 6.) 
  16930.   
As used in this part, a “multiburst trigger activator” means either of the following: 

(a) A device designed or redesigned to be attached to a semiautomatic firearm, which allows the firearm to discharge 
two or more shots in a burst by activating the device.  

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/guide/firearmsstatutesandcodes-californiapdf/download
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/where-are-bump-fire-stocks-illegal-feds-states-weigh-bans-after-las-vegas-shooting/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/where-are-bump-fire-stocks-illegal-feds-states-weigh-bans-after-las-vegas-shooting/


(b) A manual or power-driven trigger activating device constructed and designed so that when attached to a 
semiautomatic firearm it increases the rate of fire of that firearm. 

(Source: www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/guide/firearmsstatutesandcodes-californiapdf/download 

 

Very respectfully 

Susan A. Pcola-Davis, Concerned citizen, mother, grandmother 

www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/guide/firearmsstatutesandcodes-californiapdf/download


SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:40:40 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James A. Palicte Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am writing in response to this bill in FIRM opposition. The knee-jerk reaction to what 
has happened in recent history will have no effect on criminals intent on causing harm in 
our community. You only further hamstring the ability of individual's abilities to defend 
themselves, their right to their private property, and their second amendment rights. 
Please do what you were elected to do, enforce the current laws on the books and 
leave the law-abiding citizens alone. 

Mahalo, 

James A. Palicte 

 



My name is Mona Chang Vierra, a life long resident of the State of Hawaii and I   very 

strongly support the passage of SB 2046.  This bill will help protect our citizens by 

banning accessories to guns that can turn them into automatic weapons.  I have been a 

public school secondary teacher and school administrator for more than 35 years and 

believe that all children, teachers, and staffs must feel save in their learning environment.  

In fact, all citizens must be safe in their surroundings.  The banning of bump stocks and 

accessories of these types will help to protect everyone in our State. There is absolutely 

no reason to allow these accessories to continue to be sold.  I ask that you pass this bill 

and have it become law.   Thank you. 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:57:50 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 12:58:22 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fred Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

please OPPOSE SB2046.  This bill's ONLY purpose is to criminalize all sports shooters 
and marksmen in Hawaii, who by the way are law abiding citizens. 

Instead, you should be working on crafting laws that would prevent people Chantal 
Andrade from commiting such heinious crimes like dragging Keith Jantoc intentionally 
under her behemoth SUV for a half mile.  That's a crime that actually did occur in 
Hawaii, and no laws were passed to prevent this in the future, not a peep.  10 years 
MAX?  please, let's be serious. 

Please focus your attentions on real crimes that do occur in Hawaii, and keep criminals 
behind bars, not this famous "catch and release" program we have in Hawaii. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Fred. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 1:32:55 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sue Hornik Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in support of SB 2046, the bump stock ban. 

On October 1, 2017, a gunman opened fire from a hotel room on the 32nd floor of the 
Mandalay Bay hotel into an audience of 22,000 at a country music festival in Las Vegas, 
killing 58 people and injuring more than 500. The gunman fired more than 1,100 rounds 
of ammunition in 11 minutes, using semi-automatic rifles modified with a dangerous 
firearm accessory designed to dramatically accelerate the rate of gunfire. These 
accessories, commonly known as “bump fire stocks,” enabled the worst mass shooting 
in modern U.S. history and turned a concert venue into a war zone. 

Fully automatic firearms aka machine guns are banned under federal law. But in the last 
decade the gun industry began marketing devices intended to circumvent this federal 
law by allowing a gun owner to modify a semiautomatic rifle—which is currently legal to 
buy and possess under federal law—in such a manner that it operates with a similar 
rate of fire as a fully automatic rifle. A bump fire stock harnesses the recoil of a 
semiautomatic rifle to enable a shooter to fire shots much more quickly than if he or she 
were simply squeezing the trigger on a firearm not altered with a bump stock. Equipped 
with a bump stock, the Las Vegas shooter was able to fire 90 shots in 10 seconds. 
While often marketed as a novelty item for recreational shooters, bump stocks and 
similar devices that accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic firearm are extremely 
dangerous and pose a substantial risk to public safety. 

Since the massacre in Las Vegas, the price of bump stocks and similar devices has 
more than tripled, and a mad dash to purchase these deadly devices has ensued. 
Instead of taking responsible measures to ensure that these devices are never again 
used to commit a mass shooting, the gun industry is profiting off of mass tragedy. At the 
same time, the estimated financial cost of the shooting in Las Vegas is upwards of $600 
million, to say nothing of the human cost of this tragedy on the local community. 

In the immediate aftermath of the shooting in Las Vegas, there was widespread 
agreement that bump stocks and similar devices should be banned: An October 2017 
poll found that 82% of Americans support banning bump stocks. And yet the NRA, the 
Hawaii Rifle Association and other pro-gun lobbyists continue to loudly obfuscate the 
issue with unfounded arguments. 



Because of the paralysis in Congress in Washington, we are counting on our state 
legislators to ban this instrument enabling mass slaughter of civilians. 

Thank you for your support for this bill that will keep us all safer. 

Sincerely, 

Sue Hornik 

2999 Kalakaua 

Honolulu 

 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 1:47:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Glennon T. Gingo Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 2:25:19 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Ruiz Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB2046, this bill is too broad. 

 



From: Letitia Hickson
To: JDCTestimony
Subject: Support for SB 2046
Date: Monday, February 26, 2018 3:32:24 PM

I strongly support SB 2046. Several states have already banned trigger devices for guns that
 accelerate the rate of fire. These devices enable people to kill other people faster and more
 efficiently and are designed to make legal weapons function like illegal weapons, Banning
 these devices in Hawaii is one step that can be taken to lessen the impact of a shooting
 rampage in the state.

Letitia Hickson

mailto:arno.hickson@gmail.com
mailto:JDCTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 3:31:41 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

LOVEL D GADIANO Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Quit punishing law abiding citizens  

 





















SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 5:03:51 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

I. Robert Nehmad Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We must stop the ability to shot multiple rounds in a short period of time. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 5:59:54 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert A Marks Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Bump stocks and the like serve no legitimate purpose, other than to turn a legal 
semiautomatic weapon into, in effect, a full automatic weapon.  I agree with Mayor 
Kim: if the opponents of the bill can develop narrower language that 
accomplishes this worthy and important objective,  I urge the committee to pass 
the bill in its current form. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 6:29:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelly Lim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2046. Your proposed bill is broad and 
overreaching, criminalizing firearm modifications such as competition triggers, muzzle 
brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly done by law-abiding gun owners to 
make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, competition, hunting, or even 
overcoming disability is truely unjustified. Also, remember your OATH of Office you read 
to defend,  

OATH OF OFFICE, Article 16 

Section 4.  All eligible public officers, before entering upon the duties of their respective 
offices, shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation:  "I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States, and 
the Constitution of the State of Hawaii, and that I will faithfully discharge my duties as 
........................ to best of my ability."   

As used in this section, "eligible public officers" means the governor, the lieutenant 
governor, the members of both houses of the legislature, the members of the board of 
education, the members of the national guard, State or county employees who possess 
police powers, district court judges, and all those whose appointment requires the 
consent of the senate. [Ren and am Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7, 1978; am SB 
1440 (1992) and election Nov 3, 1992] 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 6:30:19 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dwayne Lim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2046. Your proposed bill is broad and 
overreaching, criminalizing firearm modifications such as competition triggers, muzzle 
brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly done by law-abiding gun owners to 
make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, competition, hunting, or even 
overcoming disability is truely unjustified. Also, remember your OATH of Office you read 
to defend,  

OATH OF OFFICE, Article 16 

Section 4.  All eligible public officers, before entering upon the duties of their respective 
offices, shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation:  "I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States, and 
the Constitution of the State of Hawaii, and that I will faithfully discharge my duties as 
........................ to best of my ability."   

As used in this section, "eligible public officers" means the governor, the lieutenant 
governor, the members of both houses of the legislature, the members of the board of 
education, the members of the national guard, State or county employees who possess 
police powers, district court judges, and all those whose appointment requires the 
consent of the senate. [Ren and am Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7, 1978; am SB 
1440 (1992) and election Nov 3, 1992] 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:01:04 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jack Covington Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB2046 is to broad and will affect anything that is done to a trigger. A trigger pull 
adjustment does not change the weapon into a semi or fully automatic weapon it will 
just change the weight of pull on the trigger. I have no problem banning bump stocks 
that is a totally different thing. This bill should be revised before trying to eliminate bump 
stocks. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:08:09 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James Hijii Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB2046. Hawaii is one of the most stringent states when it comes to 
firearm laws . Numerous firearm owners use certain trigger modifications to enhance 
their firearms for competition, not only for competing in Hawaii , but for competitions out 
of state. The language is so broad that any firearm with any modification to the trigger 
system becomes illegal . Competition shooting is part of my weekend recreation , by 
passing this bill its takes away the enjoyment , not only from me , but from all the 
competition shooters in Hawaii. 

   

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:12:02 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Genovese Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Mr. Rhoads, 

Please do yourself a favor, we have enough firearms law and no real firearms problems, 
stop wasting taxpayer dollars . Gun owners are not the problem. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 7:59:48 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike K Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE additional restrictions on firearms. 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:01:06 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Kikukawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:04:07 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

.Ryan Yamshita Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure.  Among other things, it will make law abiding citizens 
who purchase various normal accessories like trigger modifications to lighten triggers 
criminals.  It isn't even fair to criminalize people who bought bump stocks legally. 

  

Please focus on catching and prosecuting real criminals.  Stop this witch hunt 
please.  Legal gun owners in hawaii are not the problem. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:11:02 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Virginia Yukutake Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Clarify the wording of this bill concerning firearms modifications. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:11:40 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dennis boyd miller Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

JDC 016 2/27/2018 9:30 AM 

SB2046 

Personal Testimony of Dennis B Miller 

Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Rhoads, and members of the Senate Committee on 
Judiciary, 

Regarding SB2046, relating to reducing trigger modifications for rifles, I strongly support 
passage of this bill. 

However, in addition to prohibiting trigger modifications which accerlate the rate of fire, 
please consider that whether firing a so called assault rifle or a hunting rifle, anyone can 
pull the trigger just as fast. 

30 round magazines can be added to most hunting rifles. 

Please limit magazine size to six bullets. 

Please add an extra latch to magazines which will complicate the reloading process, 
resulting in a slowed down reloading process.  Otherwise, deft users can swap 
magazines in the blink of an eye.  The goal is to slow down the rate of fire of a mass 
murderer. 

So, limit magazine size, and, complicate the reloading process.  Just by making the 
reloading process take 3 seconds, instead of half a second, a significant pause in the 
pause in the rate of fire will result, giving people more time to respond. 

However, this alone is still weak, and far from the goal.  Please regulate gun ownership 
as much as car ownership. 

Require written and practicle exams. 



Require liability insurance.  Magazines without the 'slow down latch' will have a much 
higher rate.  Magazines with the 'slow down latch' will have a lower rate of 
insurance.  Proof of insurance is required at the point of sale for a magazine in Hawaii.  

Whomsoever is listed as the registered owner of a weapon that is not reported as stolen 
will be held finanically liable for whatever damages are caused by use of that 
weapon.  This will encourage parents to lock their weapons up, or store them away from 
the home.  

Personally state that yourselves as elected officials will no longer accept any donations 
from the NRA, and donate any that you have received to a program benefiting our K-12 
students.  

Thank you, 

Dennis B Miller 

226 Lewers Street Ste L209 

Honolulu, HI, 96815 

singlepayerhawaii@gmail.com 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:12:50 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Roger Lukas Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee members: 

With all due respect, I oppose this bill, and urge you to vote against its advance in the 
legislature. 

This bill is patently unconstitutional and would, overnight, criminalize thousands of law-
abiding residents of the State of Hawaii who have customized their handguns and rifles. 
If enacted, this bill will cost Hawaii taxpayers significant resources to defend it when it is 
challenged. 

In the wake of recent mass shootings, the extreme media rhetoric in favor of gun control 
legislation (such as this bill) is quite intimidating to lawful gun owners who cherish their 
rights. I suspect that many residents in the State of Hawaii are, like me, somewhat 
afraid to speak up against this legislation because that is not politically correct. I've just 
paid for a five-year membership in the National Rifle Association because legal gun 
ownership is being demonized. 

Often ignorant but very passionate public rhetoric, especially since the school shooting 
in Florida, encourages legislators throughout the nation to "do something". Eroding the 
2nd Amendment in the Bill of Rights is relatively easy compared to dealing with the 
societal issues surrounding mentally deranged individuals and the many ways that they 
may harm others. Passing new laws is also more visible than ensuring that current laws 
are being enforced. 

I urge all of you to direct your valuable time and efforts to the many very real problems 
that the residents of Hawaii have to deal with on a daily basis. Addressing the threats to 
the public health and safety presented by unstable homeless people is one such 
pressing problem. 

I oppose this bill, and urge each of you to vote against it. 

Sincerely, 
Roger Lukas 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:17:43 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jay Yukutake Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is too vaguely worded. 

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:52:44 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Paul Schwind Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Rhoads, and Members: 

Re: Senate Bill No. 2046, Relating to Firearms 

Decision-Making: Tuesday, February 27, 2018, 9:30 a.m. 

I am a retired employee of the State of Hawaii (and also a retired attorney formerly in 
private practice). I support and contribute regularly but in very modest amounts to the 
Brady Campaign and Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence. I am testifying in support 
of Senate Bill No. 2046, Relating to Firearms. 

I submit these comments in furtherance of securing the safety of all Hawaii residents 
from the high economic and emotional costs resulting from the ongoing epidemic of gun 
violence across the United States. 

The danger posed by devices like "bump fire devices," or bump stocks, is real and 
serious and has been known for some time. Bump stocks are one of many accessories 
to firearms that increase their rate of fire and enable otherwise lawful weapons to be 
converted into the functional equivalent of fully automatic weapons or machine guns. On 
October 1, 2017, the nation saw how destructive these devices can be in Hawaii’s “ninth 
island”. Despite shooting from a quarter of a mile away, the Las Vegas gunman killed 58 
people, injured several hundred more, and inflicted extensive emotional distress on 
thousands of men, women, and children. 

Devices like bump stocks pose grave dangers to public safety and have no place in our 
communities. While we are blessed to live in a State with more common-sense gun 
regulation than most, the Legislature can and should do even more to address bump 
stocks and similar devices known as “trigger modification devices” through legislation 
such as S.B. 2046. Legislative action ensures maximum clarity -- to the public, the 
industry, and law enforcement -- regarding how these dangerous accessories fit into the 
broader scheme of gun-related policies. Decisive legislative action minimizes 
opportunities for obstacles and delay for those hoping to forestall corrective action and 
extract profit in the meantime. The Legislature needs to act now. Time is of the essence 
in preventing foreseeable future incidents and saving lives. 



Finally, as your Committee receives input from the gun industry and gun enthusiasts on 
the potential impacts of any change in oversight and regulation of bump stocks and 
other similar devices, please also focus on the importance of public safety -- the lives 
and safety of men, women and children in Hawaii -- rather than only on the alleged 
expense and inconvenience to those who manufacture, import, sell, or use these 
dangerous accessories. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my views on this matter. 

  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:58:03 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kalawai'a Goo Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:05:09 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

joseph washington Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As i upstanding citizen I oppose this bill. This bill has no logical reason. A little bit about 
myself 3 1/2 years ago I was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, lost over 160lbs but to 
make a long story short I was suggested to take up the sport of shooting which I have 
fallen in love with. The suggestion in this bill will be  crippling to a sport and also to 
the  Second amendment " A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed" key 
word there shall not be infringed.  

 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:11:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nelson.C Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

In regard to the bill, it has many unecessary points such as trigger modifications, lighter 
bolt carriers and muzzle breaks. These items are common to normal competition 
shooting and hunting firearms. The rate of fire increase if any is minimal and 
insignificant to the possible casualty infliction rate. It would also criminalize an extreme 
amount of normal and popular civilian firearms. 

 



 16-1596 Keaau Pahoa Road; Keaau, Hi 96749 
 hawaiihuntingassociation@hawaiiantel.net 
 (808) 982-4747 
 

 

Hawaii Hunting Association 
To Protect & Promote Sustainable 

Public Hunting in Hawaii 
 

SB2046 – VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE 
 

 
February 26, 2018 
 

Senate Committee on Judiciary 
For Hearing on February 27, 2018 
Conference Room16; 9:30 AM 
 
Senate Bill SB2046 
 

Dear Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Rhoads, esteemed members of the Judiciary 
Committee.  
 
RE: SB2046 
 

The Hawaii Hunting Association VIGOROUSLY OPPOSES this legislation. Bump Stocks are 
an ATF issue. The rest of the bill seems purposefully vague and serves absolutely no safety 
purpose, but instead could make felons out of law abiding target shooters and hunters 
who may work on their legally owned firearms for safety, accuracy, or function.  
 
Much Aloha, 

 
 
 
 

Tom Lodge, President 



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:24:57 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Taylor McKenzie Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2046 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 9:49:14 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/27/2018 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chantelle Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a teacher of the community, I strongly support bill SB2046. Every single one of my 
students has been affected by the several threats surrounding DOE campuses as well 
as the tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School earlier this month. Countless 
amounts of studies show that states with stricter, common sense gun laws have lower 
per capita deaths by firearm. Hawaii as a state is low on the list of per capita deaths by 
firearm, however the US as an average surpasses numerous high income countries 
upon comparison.  In 2010, the United States gun homicide rate was over 25 times the 
combined rate for twenty-two other high income countries.  The gun homicide rate for 
children between the ages of 5-14 is 13 times the rate of twenty-five other high income 
countries.   

Bump stocks simulate the ability of a fully automatic weapon. In 1986 Congress banned 
the future production of machine guns for civilian use. The NFA (National Firearms Act) 
regulates a number of weapons and mandates registration and taxation. Under the 
NFA, EVERY sale is regulated and covered by its provisions, not just sales by licensed 
dealers. Background checks are not constrained to a time limit and can take as long as 
necessary, whereas under the Brady Act, if a background check isn’t completed within 3 
days, the law allows the seller to complete the transaction.  Unfortunately, due to the 
“gun show loophole” approximately 30-40% of gun sales are through private dealers, 
requiring no background checks whatsoever.  As of 2016 however, the Brady Act has 
helped to stop the sale of 2 million prohibited users from buying guns from licensed 
dealers. 

Statistics show that machine gun crime is negligible after years of strong laws; the ATF 
has studied crime gun trace data and finds that only 3 in every 1000 crime guns are 
machine guns.  It is clear that due to the strict regulations placed on machine guns that 
fall under the NFA, use of those weapons in crime related activities is close to zero.   

                Why anyone would need to simulate an automatic weapon that can increase 
the rate of fire from 45-60 rounds per minute to 400-800 rounds per minute in today’s 
society makes little to no sense at all. Data has shown and continues to show that when 
stronger gun regulations are put in place, less people needlessly die by gunfire. Please 
pass SB2046. 

Thank you 



*Data from Hennigan, D. 2016 
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Jerel taketa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as I feel it will do nothing to prevent any sort of crimes that has been 
happening. If a criminal wants to commit a crime, they will find a way to do it. Also it is 
unfair to us law abiding citizens that follow the laws and practice safe and responsible 
gun ownership. Maybe the bump stocks are reasonable to be banned as I feel they 
don't have any purpose. But everything else should be postponed to further researched 
by someone that actually KNOWS what they are talking about. 

Thank you for your time, 

Jerel Taketa  
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Charlston Cheng Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



To: 

The Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary 

 

Good Morning Honorable Chairs , Vice Chairs, and all Members, of said Commitees. 

Thank You for taking the time to read my OPPOSITION on SB 2046. 

Due to recent criminal events, I understand the sense of need for "firearm control" as a matter of 

public and community safety. These events are horrible, senseless acts of violence which caused 

so much emotional and physical pain for victims, families, friends, and everyday people... 

I understand... 

Something must be done!  To end these senseless acts of violence, in our communities.  

I support you! 

BUT!   

I CANNOT SUPPORT SB2046 as it is written... 

 

I need to agree with Mr Devin Sasai of Kapolei, Hawaii (who submitted testimony on) 

Submitted on: 1/29/2018 11:12:02 PM 

Testimony for PSM on 2/1/2018 1:35:00 PM 

I agree with Mr Sasai's Testimony in it's entirety. 

 

Besides Mr. Sasai there are many other Submitted Testimonies, which I agree with. 

I agree with other Submitted Testimony that SB 2046, as written, is vague and “uses broad 

terms” (as quoted by Devin Sasai) 

I agree with other Submitted Testimony that SB 2046 will punish and criminalize the law 

abiding firearm owner, who chooses to modify his firearm for control, accuracy, safe operation, 

and/or competition – not criminal use. 



I agree with other Submitted Testimony that SB 2046 is using the “Bump Stock” (I personally do 

not own one and never will) as a way of combining other accessories and parts to attain an 

ineffective means of gun control. 

I agree with other Submitted Testimony that SB 2046 will not cure a situation of unlawful and 

criminal use, of the firearm. 

There are many Submitted Testimonies that are OPPOSED to SB 2046 - many have valid 

points, reasons, and thought behind it, and of course, there are some, which are opinionated.  

I'm sure SB 2046 has good intentions, thus the large amount of SUPPORT it carries - however, 

as it is written, it is flawed. 

Therefore: 

I, Herbert Nishii would like to express my disapproval and concerns with SB 2046, as written.. 

I, Herbert Nishii would like for you to disapprove and not pass SB 2016, as written. 

 

On another note: 

Thank you, for your efforts in looking out for the safety and protection of our communities. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Herbert Nishii 

Kaneohe, Hawaii 
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Philip Pearson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB 2046 as it would make it a crime to own, manufacture, possess, sell, 
barter, trade, gift, transfer or 

acquire a firearm accessory or any other device, part or combination of parts that is 
designed to 

or 

functions to accelerate the rate of fire of a semi-automatic firearm. 

In addition, SB 2046 

would also criminalize installing, removing, or altering parts of a firearm with the intent to 

accelerate the rate of fire. 

The broad and overreaching provisions 

of SB 2046 could criminalize firearm modifications such 

as competition triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly 
done by law- 

abiding gun owners to make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, competition, 
hunting, 

or even overcoming disability. 
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Markos Cabaong Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 
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Jun Shin 

Testifying for Young 
Progressives 

Demanding Action - 
Hawaii 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Linda Castro Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB 2046 as it would make it a crime to own, manufacture, possess, sell, 
barter, trade, gift, transfer or 

acquire a firearm accessory or any other device, part or combination of parts that is 
designed to 

or 

functions to accelerate the rate of fire of a semi-automatic firearm. 

In addition, SB 2046 

would also criminalize installing, removing, or altering parts of a firearm with the intent to 

accelerate the rate of fire. 

The broad and overreaching provisions 

of SB 2046 could criminalize firearm modifications such 

as competition triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic changes that are commonly 
done by law- 

abiding gun owners to make their firearms more suitable for self-defense, competition, 
hunting, 

or even overcoming disability. 
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Vernon Badua  Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Sir/Ma'am,  

      Nothing introduced in this SB2046 will curbe gun violence in Hawaii, nor will it make 
any impact to the already existing laws. Hawaii has one of the lowest crime rates 
involving firearm related crimes in the United States. None of the items descirbed in 
SB2046 directly incease the speed or quanity of ammo that is delivered to its target. It 
will not alter the state of the ammo that is used in most of the sporting arms in Hawaii. 
These items will not add to the lethality of the firearms either. SB2046 is a hastily 
introduced bill with no knowlege of how modern firearms operate or its sub-componets 
are related to its function. I would recommend that the following author/s research and 
strengthen the exsiting firearm laws which have already been enforced and stop 
wasting tax-payers funds introducing bills that make no pratical sense. 

Thank-you,  
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Julie Ching Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

RE: SB 2046, Relating to firearms: Prohibits trigger modification devices, including 
bump stocks, that are designed or function to accelerate the rate of fire of a 
semiautomatic firearm. 

STRONGLY OPPOSE SB2046 

Dear Honorable Chairman Taniguchi and members of the Judiciary Committee: 

I strongly oppose this bill, yes it does address the bump stock which was used in at 
least one mass shooting, but then it goes beyond by trying to ban devices that have no 
effect in increasing a semiautomatic firearm’s rate of fire. I feel more research should be 
done, talk to real firearms experts and responsible law abiding gun owners to get a real 
understanding of the difference between rate increasing modifications and trigger 
improvements for target shooting and hunting. The distinction has to me made and 
made correctly, because if you pass the bill as it reads right now you will turn many law 
abiding gun owners into criminals. Please oppose this bill that will accomplish little more 
than create felons out of many a gun owner and residents of Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time. 

Julie Ching 
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Dr Marion Ceruti Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB2046 is too broad and will have unintended consequences. SB2046 could criminalize 
firearm modifications such as competition triggers, muzzle brakes, and ergonomic 
changes that are commonly done by law-abiding gun owners to make their firearms 
more suitable for self-defense, competition, hunting, or even overcoming disability. 

Bump stocks are used by lawful gun owners at ranges. Bump stocks allow the user to 
operate a firearm without the need for a finger to be on the trigger. Most triggers require 
the application of several pounds of force to actuate the firing mechanism. Some people 
cannot produce this much force with their fingers, but can with other parts of the body. 
Bump stocks have the advantage of enabling participation in shooting sports to people 
who have weak hands and fingers, such as women, the elderly, and the disabled. 

Disabled people already have limited activities, not being able to engage in many sports 
that require strength, speed, and agility. Please do not restrict the weak and disabled 
further by making bump stocks illegal. 

A bump stock is to hand disfunction as a wheelchair is to leg disfunction. No one would 
propose a rule that would do away with wheelchairs. Similarly, bump stocks should be 
legal to use. Punish bad behavior of people who abuse them and shoot others for 
reasons other than self defense. Please do not punish everyone who uses them. 

The right of self defense should be available to everyone by whatever means that 
enables it. This right is not only for the men, the able bodied, and the young. A bump 
stock may be the only way that a woman, an elderly person, or a disabled person can 
use a firearm for self defense. Self-defense alternatives, such as knives, pepper spray, 
and baseball bats require the attacker to be at close range to the victim. Keep in mind 
that hand-to-hand combat is not an option for most women, the elderly, and the 
disabled, and could lead to the death of the victim. Thus, the rule against bump stocks 
would unfairly discriminate against women, the elderly and the disabled. It especially 
discriminates against old and disabled women. 

Making bump stocks illegal would be like making trucks illegal after a terrorist runs a 
truck through a crowd, killing many people. Most truck drivers are not terrorists. Making 
bump stocks illegal would be like making knives illegal after a criminal uses a knife in a 
gang fight. Most knife owners are not gang criminals. 



A single incident of a terrorist misusing a device is no excuse to infringe on the rights of 
everyone else who owns a similar device. Most bump-stock owners are not terrorists. 
Making bump stocks illegal will not punish the terrorist who misused it. It will, however, 
punish other people who are not responsible for that or any other crime. It is always 
wrong to punish the many for the sins of the few. 

A bump stock is not a firearm but only an accessory device. It would be a dangerous 
precedent for Hawai'i to regulate accessories. It constitutes a slippery slope that would 
lead to future serious infringements on our constitutional rights.  

Laws and regulations should focus on human behavior, not on physical objects. Laws 
and rules should make crimes out of behaviors that actually harm people or animals, 
thus resulting in victims. Owning and using a bump stock should not be illegal. Who is 
the victim if a gun owner also has a bump stock? Most gun owners are not criminals 
and intend to harm no one. 

Murder and felonious assault are already illegal. We do not need more laws and rules 
against victimless “crimes.” Law-enforcement personnel already are busy enough 
catching real criminals who actually attack people. It would be a misapplication of 
scarce police resources and waste of time for police to hunt and arrest bump-stock 
owners while violent criminals terrorize our communities. 

Making bump stocks illegal would be a violation of the second amendment, which 
requires the government to refrain from infringing on our God-given right to keep and 
bear arms. The fact that many other infringements have occurred in the past is not a 
sufficient excuse to continue the infringement in the future. 

For all of the reasons discussed above, I urge you to vote NO on SB2046. Keep bump 
stocks and other accessory devices legal. 

The Ref. Dr. Marion G. Ceruti 
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Michael Orr Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Too many times this legislature jumps on subjects they no nothing about and have not 
done their due dilegence on.  This is one of those bills!  Stop this illconceived bill!  Mike 
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Alexander eteuati Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

In regard to bump stocks. I do not care one way or the other they are a gimmick and 
little more then a waste of time and money. However the problem with this bill is that 
you are also including items which include competition triggers and components. It is 
already difficult to practice as a 3-gun competitor on even long distance competition as 
an amateur basis due to the draconian regulation placed upon the law abiding citizen by 
an uninformed and rather bigotted legislature. Your pushing mediocrity on the 
community once again the same as you have done with Hawaii schools system, Hawaii 
governance, and Hawaii in general. You are forcing a society were no one is 
responsible and everyone gets a trophy. Therefore you are dictating that it is ok to be 
mediocre. I am a retired soldier and Law Enforcement Officer who retired here simply 
due to family ties. Those ties are rather quickly becoming less relavent as bills such as 
this and others you have pushed through show the future path for Hawaii as a State and 
a Community. If after 42 years of law abiding life I am to be treated as if I am a criminal 
simply because I enjoy competition then so be it. I will do the one thing America and the 
Constitution allows for I will vote with my feet and my wallet. I will maintain my home 
here as an investment property and simply pay the taxes that are associated with it and 
take the 4,800 dollar retirement a month I received as well as the Highly Effective 
Master Degree in Education wife with me out of state and simply use this place as 
an investment and a way to increase my cash revenue else were.  
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Lyle HIromoto Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Stanford L Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE BILL SB2046!!   The way this bill is worded its way too vague, 
and will instantly make over 90% of the shooting community felons.  The bill is aimed at 
banning anything that increases the rate of fire, not just bump-fire stocks.  This includes 
aftermarket triggers, lighten springs, muzzle breaks etc.  I also know that this bill will not 
reduce crime because guns aren't the problem, people are the problem. If a criminal 
that has nothing to lose and wants to commit a crime they will.   If you would like to 
lower the already very low gun crime rate we have here in Hawaii, I think you should 
address the main problem which is people's mental health, and drugs.  I also think you 
should consider passing reciprocity for concealed carry for civilians. We all know, that 
HPD is doing their best to prevent crimes, but they can't be everywhere at once.  Why 
not take advantage of the good people we have here, willing to protect and defend 
others. 
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Martin Marcello  Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill, as a casual law abiding shooter I would like the option to 
modify my trigger for accuracy. And by creating this this bill you make not only me but 
hundreds of fellow shooters rifles illegal when hundreds of these people not only modify 
triggers for accuracy but for hunting also making it harder for people to hunt for food. 
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Lee Nakasone Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I respectfully urge all legislators to oppose this legislation as it will only affect law 
abiding citizens who have done nothing wrong with their legally obtained items for their 
firearms. These devices serve a real purpose by allowing the firearm to shoot more 
accurately, thus minimizing the possibility of an accident. Trigger modifications are 
extremely useful in defense, competition, hunting and overcoming certain disabilities. 

Once again, I respectfully urge all legislators to vote no on this unnecessary piece of 
legislation. Thank you for your time. 

Lee Nakasone 
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