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Chairs Takayama and Lopresti, Vice-Chairs Gates and Fukumoto, and Members of the
Committees:

Aloha. The Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) supports House Bill 1977 HD1
regarding the development of a flood mitigation plan with the following comments.

The bill calls upon HI-EMA to develop a strategic regional flood plan addressing flood mitigation,
flood water retention, flood diversion, and catastrophic floods. While HI-EMA sincerely
appreciates the measure’s recognition of the importance of community resilience and
preparedness regarding our water and other critical resources needed during a disaster, it will
take a whole-of-community approach to address this issue. Specifically, undertaking such a
major strategic regional flood plan will call for assistance from Department of Land and Natural
Resources as well as the support of other State Agencies and other experts on flood mitigation,
flood water retention, and flood diversion.

This new major task will be in addition to HI-EMA’s ongoing disaster planning projects related to
the post disaster restoration of critical systems—airports and seaports, power, fuel, food,
potable water, shelters, and medical services.

Due to the strategic regional scope of this plan HI-EMA recommends as a better option
assembling a working group of various state agencies, counties, and first responders that
already have established authorities in flood mitigation.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on House Bill 1977 HD1.

Moses Kaoiwi; moses.kaoiwi@hawaii.gov; 808-733-4300
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In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 1977, HOUSE DRAFT 1
RELATING TO FLOOD MITIGATION

House Bill 1977, House Draft 1 proposes that the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency
develop a strategic regional flood plan that shall address flood mitigation, flood water retention,
flood diversion, and catastrophic floods, and report its progress back to the legislature. The
Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) acknowledges the intent of this
bill and offers the following comments.

The development of a strategic regional flood plan will require the participation of various
County, State and Federal Agencies, and may also include participation from large private
landowners. The Department suggest utilizing a working group comprised of the appropriate
agencies and stakeholders that have authority or involvement in flood mitigation, flood water
retention, flood diversion or flood preparation and recovery activities to develop a
comprehensive report to the legislature. The Department also notes that funding will be needed
to support the activities of such a working group.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.
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