
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -18

Honolulu, Hawaii

&3r~Y~ 1c~ 2018

RE: H.B. No. 2106
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2018
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian
Affairs, to which was referred H.B. No. 2106, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require the Office of
Environmental Quality Control to adopt and maintain rules
requiring all environmental assessments and environmental impact
statements prepared pursuant to Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, to include consideration of sea level rise based on the
most recent scientific data available regarding sea level rise.

The Sierra Club of Hawaii, Oahu County Committee on
Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of Hawaii, Hawaiian
Civic Club of Honolulu, and several concerned individuals
testified in support of this measure. The Office of Planning and
Office of Environmental Quality Control provided comments on this
measure.

Your Committee notes that the Environmental Council, under
the Office Environmental Quality Control, is currently preparing
language to incorporate climate change, including sea level rise,
into its next draft version of the administrative rules. Your
Committee respectfully requests that your Committee on Finance
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consider incorporating the Environmental Council’s proposed
language into this measure.

Your Committee further notes that the Office of Planning
submitted written testimony proposing an amendment to change the
language, “most recent scientific data available regarding sea
level rise”, to “best available” scientific data regarding sea
level rise. Your Committee agrees with the Office of Planning
that this amendment would better carry out the intent of the
measure.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Specifying that environmental assessments and
environmental impact statements must be based on the
“best available” scientific data regarding sea level
rise; and

(2) Changing its effective date to December 24, 2088.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs that is
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2106, H.D. 1, as amended herein,
and recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in
the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2106, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ocean, Marine
Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs,

KANIELA ING, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs

BillfResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~ 2~Oi~, ~t-~~t~j- EE?1Orvi~-~~$
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~4ass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

0MM Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ING, Kaniela (C)

2. DeCOITE, Lynn (VC) V

3. CREAGAN, Richard P.

4. GATES, Cedric Asuega

5. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

7. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL(7) 0 0

The recommendation is: .~~Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acron rn(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

Res~. ~7Iri~


