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Friday, March 10, 2017 
1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 31/SENATE RESOLUTION 6 

URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO 
CONDUCT AN EXTENSIVE STATEWIDE PUEO HABITAT INVENTORY 

 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 31/Senate Resolution 6 urge the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (Department) to conduct an extensive statewide pueo habitat inventory in 
collaboration with the University of Hawaii (UH), nonprofit environmental organizations, and 
other stakeholders and submit reports to the Legislature, including any proposed legislation. The 
Department offers the following comments. 
 
The Department recognizes the need for a state-wide habitat inventory for the pueo and is 
working on these efforts as funding and partnerships develop. Specifically, the Department has 
received funds from two wind farms owned by SunEdison, LLC: Kaheawa Wind Power II on 
Maui, and Kahuku Wind Power on O‘ahu, to mitigate the impacts to pueo associated with these 
wind farms. The Department, in collaboration with UH, is working on a project to develop 
standardized survey tools for use in evaluating population size, distribution, and habitat use of 
the pueo on the island of O‘ahu, where this species is listed as endangered by the State. The 
Department expects this study to begin in April, pending final approval and processing of the 
biologist selected for the project. The results of this study will have state-wide implications on 
assessing pueo populations for each island. 
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Furthermore, a partnership between the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Department’s Division of Forestry and Wildlife Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project 
(administered through the UH Pacific Cooperative Studies Unit), the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve 
Commission, and the United States Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service/Wildlife Services has initiated a pilot/feasibility study to test capture and 
marking techniques of pueo on multiple islands including Hawai‘i, Maui, Kaho‘olawe, and 
O‘ahu. The results of this study are expected to enhance capture and marking techniques for 
pueo that will lead to further research on the distribution and abundance of the species, and 
identify limiting factors and management needs of the species.     
 
The Department notes that extensive state-wide pueo-specific inventories, and the analysis of 
data from field surveys and research, would be both time and cost intensive, and would not be 
feasible prior to the 2018 Regular Legislative Session as described in these measures. The 
Department could report on the findings of the current research contract, which will be ongoing 
by then. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these measures.  
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Hawaii Education 
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Comments: Aloha Chair Rhoads, Chair Kahele, Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Kidani, Vice 
Chair Riviere, and members of the Committees! Thank you for this opportunity to testify 
strongly in support of this measure! My name is Michele Matsuo. As Chair of the 
Democratic Party Education Caucus, I wanted to let you know that the Education 
Caucus stands in strong support of this measure. We urge the University of Hawaii to 
malama the Pueo, the mascot of the University of Hawaii-West Oahu, and do its utmost 
to preserve the endangered (on Oahu) Pueo and its habitat from being adversely 
impacted on its lands, including any leased to other entities. Abide by the law. Also, the 
Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii has designated me the point 
person for Endangered Species and Endangered Species Habitat, and the 
Environmental Caucus is honored to stand in strong support of this measure, in the 
hopes that it will help to save the Pueo in Honouliuli and Kaloi Gulches and elsewhere. 
Representing the two caucuses, I request that this measure be amendedk and passed 
to specify that the study first address/study the Pueo on Oahu, starting with the Pueo 
and Pueo habitat in Ewa. We request that this study be of as long duration as is 
possible in order to finish in the time limits specified by this measure, because the Pueo 
is elusive and will need months of study, not mere days of study. We urge that DLNR 
work with traditional practitioners like Kumu Michael Lee of Ewa, who have long studied 
the Pueo in Ewa in the field. As a member of the board of the Environment, Energy and 
Resources Section of the Hawaii State Bar Association, testifying as an individual, I am 
pleased to report a keen interest in the Pueo by our board members and that our EER 
Bar Section has had OHA present on the unanimously approved OHA initiative to kokua 
the Pueo. Thank you for all that you are doing to kokua the Pueo. Please pass this 
measure! I remember Sen. Dan Inouye's efforts to save our endangered birds, and his 
speech dreaming of the day when their songs would once again ring throughout our 
forests. Sen. Inouye is gone now, and dearly missed, but we still have this chance to 
save the Pueo on Oahu and elsewhere in our beloved Hawaii ! With warmest Mahalo 



and Aloha Michele Matsuo Democratic Party of Hawaii Education Caucus 
Environmental Caucus 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

 

Testimony Submitted to the Senate Committee on Water and Land,  
Senate Committee on Higher Education, and Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment  

By the Conservation Council for Hawai‘i 
Hearing:  Friday, March 10, 2017 1:15 pm  

Room 224 

Support for SCR 31/SR 6 Urging the Department of Land and Natural Resources to Conduct an Extensive 
Statewide Pueo Habitat Inventory 

Chair Rhoads, Chair Kahele, Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Riviere, and Members of the 
Committees, 

Aloha.  The Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports SCR 31 and SR 6, which urge the Department of 
Land and Natural Resources to conduct an extensive statewide pueo habitat inventory. 

We recommend that the habitat inventory note whether any given habitat is currently or was previously 
occupied by pueo, if possible.  We also recommend that the presence of pueo be noted during any fields 
inventories, and that current and past population estimates be included in the report, if possible. 

A survey of occupied and unoccupied suitable habitat is essential to recovering this endangered bird on 
O‘ahu and maintaining healthy populations on the neighbor islands.  We must set aside habitat to be 
managed for the pueo.  If not, we will wake up one morning and find the pueo extirpated from O‘ahu and 
possibly the neighbor islands as well.   

Bird populations can decline very quickly once they reach a critical small population size.  For example, 
the bones of the endangered ‘ua‘u (Hawaiian petrel) are the most frequently found bones in sinkholes and 
archaeological sites on the ‘Ewa plain and in Kalaeloa today.  At one time, there were probably millions of 
‘ua‘u on O‘ahu; today, there are none.  In a relatively short time, Hawaiian petrels have completely 
disappeared from O‘ahu as a result of habitat loss, and predators. 

Unlike forest birds and nesting seabirds – which occur in protected 
watersheds, natural area reserves, and offshore islets – and waterbirds 
– which occur in protected wetlands – the pueo’s habitat includes 
abandoned agricultural lands, native and non-native grasslands in 
urban areas, and other sites that are planned for land development.  
These pueo habitats may not appear suitable for supporting native 
birds, or they support very few pueo, especially on O‘ahu, where the 
owls are listed as endangered by the State.  Nonetheless, these 
habitats must be protected if we want to recover the pueo and protect 
it for future generations.  It’s our choice.   

We have a limited opportunity to recover the pueo on O‘ahu and keep it healthy on the neighbor islands.  
Please support SCR 31 and SR 6.  Also, please encourage the University of Hawai‘i - West O‘ahu to follow 
the law and help recover the pueo on its land.  This institute of higher learning should set the proper 
example of protecting our cultural and natural heritage. 

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify.   

Marjorie Ziegler 
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SCR	31/SR	6	

URGING	THE	DEPARTMENT	OF	LAND	AND	NATURAL	RESOURCES	TO	CONDUCT	AN	
EXTENSIVE	STATEWIDE	PUEO	HABITAT	INVENTORY	

	
March	10,	2017	
	
Chair	Rhoads,	Chair	Kahele,	Chair	Gabbard	
Vice	Chair	Gabbard,	Vice	Chair	Kidani,	Vice	Chair	Riviere	
Committee	Members	
	
While	Hawaii’s	Thousand	Friends	supports	SCR	31	and	SR	6,	which	calls	on	DLNR	to	
conduct	an	extensive	statewide	pueo	habitat	inventory	we	request	that	the	inventory	begin	
on	Oahu.	
	
We	understand	that	U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service	and	DOFAW	will	be	conducting	a	
statewide	inventory	of	pueo	but	the	Oahu	pueo	is	the	only	pueo	listed	by	the	State	as	
endangered	under	the	Endangered	Species	Law	HRS	chapter	195D.	Therefore,	there	is	an	
urgency	to	begin	and	concentrate	an	inventory	on	Oahu.	
	
Endemic	to	the	Hawaiian	Islands	Oahu’s	pueo	population	is	believed	to	be	declining	and	
considered	very	rare	due	to	loss	of	nesting	habitat,	loss	of	foraging	habitat,	and	reduced	
prey	availability	from	urbanization	of	open	grasslands.		
	
Under	the	Endangered	Species	Act	HRS	Chapter	195D	the	pueo	are	only	protected	from	a	
‘take’	which	is	defined	as	to	harass,	harm,	pursue,	hunt,	shoot,	wound,	kill,	trap,	capture,	or	
collect	an	endangered	species.	The	Act	does	not	protect	pueo	habitat	or	foraging	areas.	
	
	



The	endemic	pueo	is	protected	under	the	U.S.	Fish	&	Wildlife	Service	Migratory	Bird	Treaty	
Act	but	unfortunately	this	Act	also	does	not	protect	habitat	or	foraging	areas.	
	
Pueo	mainly	eat	small	rodents;	live	in	wet	and	dry	forests,	grasslands	and	shrub	lands	and	
nest	on	the	ground.	They	lay	three	to	six	white	eggs	over	a	span	of	several	months,	which	
hatch	at	different	times.		
	
Pueo	have	been	seen	flying	in	the	grasslands	of	Honouliuli	and	around	the	UH	West	Oahu	
area	but	there	have	been	only	two	pueo	sightings	reported	in	the	Ka`ena	Point	Natural	Area	
Reserve	in	the	last	ten	years.	So	how	many	pueo	are	there	on	Oahu?	
	
There	is	a	need	for	a	statewide	inventory	because	there	are	no	population	estimates,	no	
population	trend	estimates,	no	movement	data	and	little	is	understood	of	the	general	
ecology,	especially	breeding,	of	the	pueo.	But	that	inventory	must	begin	on	Oahu	where	the	
pueo	population	is	the	most	vulnerable	and	in	the	most	danger.	
	
	

	
Photo:	Jack	Wolford	
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Rachel L. Kailianu Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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