
       DAVID Y. IGE 

          GOVERNOR 

 
 

Testimony by: 

FORD N. FUCHIGAMI 

DIRECTOR 

 

Deputy Directors 

JADE T. BUTAY 

ROSS M. HIGASHI 

EDWIN H. SNIFFEN 

DARRELL T. YOUNG 

 

 

 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                IN REPLY REFER TO: 

  

 

 

April 4, 2017 
9:45 a.m. 

State Capitol, Room 211 
. 

S.C.R. 59, S.D.1 
URGING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES TO DULY CONSIDER 

WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES WHEN AWARDING STATE CONTRACTS 
 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

 
The Hawaii Department of Transportation (DOT) supports S.C.R. 59, S.D.1 which 
encourages state departments and agencies to duly consider women-owned 
businesses when awarding state contracts.   
 
DOT administers the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program which 
provides opportunities for women-owned firms to participate on federal-aid contracts. 
However, within DOT, the number of professional services contracts are limited, and 
therefore, encouraging the utilization of women-owned businesses by all state 
departments and agencies would provide an even greater opportunity for women-owned 
firms. Passing S.C.R. 59 will serve to level the playing field for women in traditionally 
male-dominated professions such as construction management, architecture and 
engineering so long they meet the State’s qualifications.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 59, SD1 
 

URGING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES TO DULY CONSIDER 
WOMEN-OWNED-, VETERAN-, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN-OWNED BUSINESSES WHEN 

AWARDING STATE CONTRACTS, AND REQUESTING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES TO SUBMIT TO THE LEGISLATURE A LIST OF STATE CONTRACTS 

AWARDED IN THE LAST TWO YEARS TO  
WOMEN-, VETERAN-, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN-OWNED BUSINESSES. 

Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and members of the committee, thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on SCR 59 SD1.  The State Procurement Office (SPO) 
supports this bill.   

The State should have a Small Business program that encourages the development of 
our local businesses, such as those that are owned by Native Hawaiians, women and 
our veterans. The economic result is overall growth to the strength of the State of 
Hawaii. Encouraging these subsets essentially encourages diversity which drives 
innovation. 

SB1059 SD1 and HB1382 HD1 SD1 support a first phase initiative developing the State 
Small Business key areas through statistics. This initiative is a message to the small 
businesses in Hawaii that the State of Hawaii is invested in healthy growth of the 
economy through local foods, services and products. 

Thank you. 

mailto:state.procurement.office@hawaii.gov
http://spo.hawaii.gov/
https://twitter.com/hawaiispo
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URGING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES TO DULY CONSIDER 
WOMEN-, VETERAN-, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN-OWNED BUSINESSES WHEN 

AWARDING STATE CONTRACTS AND REQUESTING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS 
AND AGENCIES TO SUBMIT TO THE LEGISLATURE A LIST OF STATE 

CONTRACTS AWARDED IN THE LAST TWO YEARS TO WOMEN-, VETERAN-, AND 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN-OWNED BUSINESS 
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Good morning Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and members of the Committee: 
 
I’m Ron Han, Director of the State Office of Veterans Services.  I appreciate this 
opportunity to provide written testimony in support of SCR 59, SD 1.   
 
The purpose and intent of this measure is to urge all state departments and agencies to 
properly consider women-owned businesses when awarding state procurement 
contracts.  The growing trend of today’s Hawaii women veterans appears to favor the 
start-up of their own business vice entry into the traditional workforce.  The combined 
skills, education, and experience received while in service make women veterans an 
excellent source of manpower.  It behooves our government to provide avenues of 
opportunity for this growing population. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide written testimony on behalf of Hawaii’s 
Veterans and their families in support of SCR 54, SR 16. 
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Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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