










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 
 

March 22, 2017 

2:00 PM 

Conference Room 325 

 

To: House Committee on Judiciary 

Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair 

Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 

 

From: Grassroot Institute of Hawaii 

Joe Kent, Vice-President of Research 

 

RE: SB686 - Establishes an education surcharge on residential investment properties and visitor 

accommodations for the purpose of funding public education. 

 

Comments Only 

 

Dear Chair and Committee Members: 

 

The Grassroot Institute of Hawaii would like to offer its comments on SB686 SD2, which would 

establish an education surcharge on residential investment property and visitor 

accommodations valued at $2 million or more for the purpose of funding public education. 

Whether Hawaii’s teachers and schools need more funding is a discussion worthy of public 

debate. However, this bill—which works hand-in-hand with a constitutional amendment giving 

the legislature this taxing power—raises concerns about the effectiveness and implications of 

doing so through such a surcharge. 

Hawaii is currently struggling with a housing crisis. Contrary to the beliefs of some, affordable 

housing and the cost of living do not exist independently of cost influences at the higher end of 

the income scale. In short, this surcharge may have a ripple effect through the housing market, 

which could make it either ineffective or harmful to middle class home owners. 

Taxing property valued at $2 million or more will make high-end homes in Hawaii more 

expensive to own and drive some buyers toward dwellings that cost less. This could exacerbate 

the existing housing situation in the state by squeezing home supply at the lower end. 

The legislature should also consider how the market will react to the surcharge. Research 

indicates that it will do so in a way that undermines the intent of the tax. Carl Bonham, 
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executive director of the University of Hawaii Economic Research Organization, told legislators 

during an informational briefing that doubling the tax rate on a million dollar home incentives 

buying a home just below the threshold, then renovating it without revealing that the buyer has 

now doubled the value of the home in a way that kept the tax at the lower rate: 

 “Let’s say we double the tax rate on million-dollar homes. So then what’s my strategy? I’m 

going to buy a $900,000 home and then renovate it without telling anybody . . . and now I have 

a $2 million home, but it’s still taxed at the $900,000 range.” 

Bonham added that this is exactly what occurred in Hong Kong when they imposed a premium 

property tax rate on “millionaire” properties: 

“Home prices in the $800,000 to $900,000 range suddenly became the hot item.” 

Moreover, there is also the question of how this proposed tax will affect the state in general. 

The counties have already objected to the infringement on their taxing powers—taxes used to 

fund police and fire departments—for the purpose of creating a special fund for education. 

Others have pointed out that the tax will have an adverse effect on the price and availability of 

rental housing, could threaten investment, and may even decrease our competitiveness as a 

tourist destination. Thus, in one stroke, the legislature could create a budget crisis for the 

counties, worsen the housing situation, and harm one of the state’s most important sources of 

revenue. 

Finally, the language of the amendment raises the worrying possibility that there will be no real 

limits on the surcharge. Though it is being sold to the public on the promise that it will only 

target high-end property (the current proposed threshold is property valued at $2 million), 

there is no reason why the legislature couldn’t expand the tax to apply to everyone. 

While it may be tempting to pass the question of a tax increase to the voters via a 

Constitutional amendment, this is not a sustainable way to govern a state. There are better 

ways to help teachers than through a tax hike. 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Kent 
Vice President of Research 
Grassroot Institute of Hawaii 
 

 

https://youtu.be/h8DQ41sZL6A?t=1h2m53s


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:49 AM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: steven_jacquier@hotmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Steven Jacquier Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Please vote "yes" on this needed and constructive bill. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 11:56 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: shakirabless@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Darbi Shakira Freeman Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:48 AM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: lady.flach@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Teri Heede Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Dear Legislators:  

Please do not pass SBs 686/683. Please seek another way forward–one that involves everyone, 

not solely people who have no say. I would be pleased to support alternatives to funding schools 

in the manner proposed by SB 686/683. Example:  taxing a fair tax on the homeowners who have 

rental real estate, and who have children in these schools. Why are you excluding these people 

entirely? Additionally, changing the State Constitution to enact a tax is just plain wrong, and 

represents legislative overkill of the worst sort. Think carefully about the precedent you are 

setting.  

 I think these measures grant arbitrary political influence to special, highly represented groups.  It 

could be any organized group.  The local counties should ONLY have the power to assess 

property tax increases, which would include locally owned rental housing.  The bill is unfair to 

off-island home owners, represents an arbitrary tax (without representation), and will increase 

costs to renters seeking quality housing in Hawaii. We are a middle-class family, who is 

fortunate enough to own a modest home in Diamond Head. We presently rent it out long-term, 

but plan to live there someday (when we can afford it). Our property tax will more than double if 

SB 686/683 passes. This will necessitate substantially raising rent – and targeting a diffuse group 

of off-island real estate owners.   

Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter.  

Dede Heiman 

bluewindharp@gmail.com 
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JUDtestimony

From: Adrianne Hale <adriannehale@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 6:03 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony re. SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Dear Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

My name is Adrianne Hale. I am a teacher from  Kona on Hawai'i Island. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

I am most concerned about drawing and retaining teachers to our state. Year after year I have seen us hire
teachers who struggle to afford to stay on our current salary.  Teachers who can build their careers here become
experienced and teachers who can grow in their profession to better serve our keiki.

We need additional funding for our public schools, and we all thank you for supporting us in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Adrianne Hale

Grade 4, Holualoa Elementary
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JUDtestimony

From: Brittney Basilio <blorenbasilio23@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:10 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Brittney Basilio. I am a teacher from the central district on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our keiki deserve high quality education. In order to
achieve high quality education, appropriate funding is needed.  As a first year teacher I am enthusiastic,
passionate, yet uncertain of what the future holds for education. My love and passion for this career is what I
hope will keep me persevering, even when it is difficult at times. I think it is crucial to maintain young,
passionate, and enthusiastic teachers, however, without the appropriate funding, that will be very difficult.

As a science teacher, one of the many struggles I've faced within the first year was walking into my classroom
that is not fully equipped to teach the subjects of physics and biology. The textbooks provided were the same
exact textbooks that I used as a SOPHOMORE in high school (2006). That text is definitely out dated and
simple things like an outdated textbook will take away from high quality education.

Aside from an unequuiped classroom, the most difficult part for me was taking funds out of my own pocket to
attain the appropriate material for my students to complete projects and labs. As a first year teacher coming
straight out of college, I cannot afford to do that, but providing my students with greater opportunities to
achieve high quality education is my first priority.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo.

Brittney Basilio, Central District, Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: D. Seppelfrick <dianavid_2000@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 6:09 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am DIANA SEPPELFRICK at WAIANAE HIGH SCHOOL/LEEWARD DISTRICT. I have been a
teacher/tennis coach/VP/teacher for 29 fulfilling years. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB
686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes
Career and Technical Education (CTE), the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and
professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because without the resources needed for our public school
students, our future citizens livelihoods will be bleak. Many times I have been taking out funds from my
personal account, to deliver the necessary resources th at our KEIKI deserve, to become the 21st Century leaders
for tomorrow.

Furthermore, as the daughter of Hawaii public school educators, I believe in our PUBLIC SCHOOL
SYSTEM.  I am the second generation of teachers in my family, and I am extremely proud to be an American
Public School teacher.  Because of my families strong belief in education, the future generations in my family
have had a chance to become doctors, lawyers, pilots, and all the realm of other possible careers that Americans
strive for.  This is all because of TEACHERS.

Teachers deserve to be paid accordingly. As college educated professionals, we strive to instill what we learned
for our future generations!  Many qualified individuals are leaving the teaching profession because they cannot
survive Hawaii's high cost of living.  This hurts our students!  We trust our elected officials to do the right thing
for our future generations. Please help Hawaii's Public School System and support these bills.  I believe in our
judiciary system and I am a very dedicated and concerned constituent who believes in our Educational and
Political System.  Imua! I am a PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER!
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Sincerely,

DIANA SEPPELFRICK, WAIANAE HIGH SCHOOL/LEEWARD DISTRICT
OAHU

Sent from my iPhone



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017   2 p.m.

To:  Chair Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice-Chair Joy San Buenaventura and Members of the

Committee

From:  Dr. Carrie Sato,  DOE State Office Teacher

I wish to express my STRONG support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for
the public schools.  As a teacher in the public school teacher since 1975 in the Central

and Honolulu districts, I have witnessed the balancing act between facilities, programs,

and resources that sacrifice opportunity for our students.

Our children are our future. What is not spent in educating our young people today will
be spent on more costly rehabilitative programs in the future. Every dollar invested in

our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but

for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will enable the public schools to meet the challenges of the

21st century by providing lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their

students, by providing whole child education that includes the arts and culture, by

providing resources and services for students with special needs, and by providing

professional pay to retain teachers and reinforce our hardworking teachers.

Our public education system needs a consistent, reliable source of funding for our

public schools that is focused on the classrooms, not the bureaucracy.  As a teacher,

there was never enough money for supplies and equipment.  It was not unusual or me

to spend thousands of dollars of personal funds to provide students with supplies and

equipment for project-based learning and simulations that foster “real-life” “authentic

learning” (best practices in education).  As a department chairperson, providing



textbooks and computers required at least a 3-year replacement plan for each grade

level.  “Small ratio” classes, such as advanced placement or lab classes, were often
sacrificed to the budget and deprived those who could benefit from a different learning

environment.

Although great teaching occurs in the public schools, so many in our community view

public education as sub-par to private school education as they witness the statewide

poor condition of dilapidated facilities, realize that the low teacher pay creates teacher

shortage, and understand that outdated resources limits opportunities for our public

school students.

There needs to be a change.  We need to deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please

support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo for allowing me to present testimony to

the committee.
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JUDtestimony

From: Elise Anderson <eliseanderson13@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 11:28 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Public School Funding Increase

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Elise Anderson.  I am a teacher from Central District on O'ahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools beca use I am second year teacher that came to Hawai'i
to become a school teacher! I received a Masters degree in elementary education from HPU in May of
2015. Shortly after that, I was hired by the DOE as a first grade general education teacher in the Central
District.

Currently, I am strongly debating applying for jobs on the mainland because I cannot afford to live here.
I am 26, went to 6 years of college to impact the lives of children, to change the lives for our keiki, AND I
AM VERY CLOSE TO BEING UNABLE TO SUPPORT MYSELF as an unmarried, independent living
here. Please tell me how that works?

I cannot express how much I enjoy working with the kids, parents, community members, teaches at the
school I current am employed at. If I had my way I would stay at this school until I was of age to retire.
Don't take that away from me or from the kids because I cannot afford to pay my rent, student loans, car
payment, insurance. For some reason I thought 6 years of a college education and teaching our future
would allow me to feel financially stable. But I was wrong.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Elise Anderson, Central District, O'ahu

Sent from my iPhone



Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:
My name is Isabella Noelani Spencer. I am a teacher
from  East Hawaii on the Big Island. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase
funding for public schools.
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their
students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested
in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns,
not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open
and democratic society.
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the
21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students,
whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.
We need additional funding for our public schools, because
many teachers have to subsidize our income.  We have to
take second jobs to keep up with our ever rising cost of living
and our salaries are not enough to make it especially if we
are single parents.  Shouldn’t our focus be on our keiki and
with second jobs we just getting by.  With one job we can
focus all our concerns and efforts on our students.
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support
these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Isabella Noelani Spencer, East Hawaii, Big Island
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JUDtestimony

From: Jen Sarpi <jensarpi@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 12:00 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Education Bills

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jennifer Sarpi. I am a School Counselor from  Leeward District on Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we need to be able to keep quality
teachers in the classroom to help them get a quality education.  Please support these bills. We need
your help. Mahalo.

Jennifer Sarpi

Leeward District

Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Julia Min <juliamin10@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 10:54 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 Relating to Edication

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Julia Fernandez.  I am a teacher from Central District on Oahu.  I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because it is very difficult and frustrating to see how I can
help my students but the funding isn't there.  So far I received $300 for this school year.  I need $300 per month
to implement the fun educational learning activities.  I need the money to teach s ocial and emotional learning so
my students learn life long skills to keep them engaged in their lives.  I'm tired of dealing with problem
behaviors.  It takes me away from creating engaging lessons that are rich with literacy. This should be the focus
so it prevents students from acting out or disengaging in learning.

The low pay for teachers is driving me to think of a career change.  My husband is planning to get a second job
just so we can have fun money once we buy a house.  I can't even buy a house without the help of my mother-
in-law who I eventually will live with.  Hawaii needs to step up their game and compete with other successful
states.  We need to copy them and make it work for us.  Please help support this bill.  We all know Trumps
budget cuts aren't going to help us.  We need to help ourselves and invest in our students.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We, teachers and students, need your help.
Mahalo.

Julia Fernandez, Central District, Oahu.

Sent from my iPhone
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JUDtestimony

From: kathyau808@gmail.com on behalf of Kathryn Au <kathy@kathyau.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 11:21 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Cc: Mitzie Higa
Subject: Testimony in favor of SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Kathryn Au and I am a registered voter in District 20 on O‘ahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

I have worked as an educator in Hawai‘i for over 40 years, starting as a teacher and eventually becoming the
first person to hold an endowed chair in education at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. My experience has
given me a broad overview of our P-20  education system. I have had the privilege of working on school
improvement with teams from over 125 K-12 public schools throughout our state.

The key lesson I have learned is that schools need consistent support to stay the course over a period of years.
This is the only way schools get better. One-year, flash-in-the-pan quick fixes will never do the job.

Positive change is starting to take hold in our public schools. For example, we have the good news that more of
our graduating seniors are proceeding to college, better prepared than ever.

Now the challenge is to keep the momentum going!

What is needed is a steady stream of funding to support our public schools in the implementation of multi-year
improvement efforts. SB 683 and SB 686 offer viable options for giving our public schools the necessary
funding – first to catch up with the rest of the nation and then to become models of excellence.

Please support these bills to give our public school students – and our state – a brighter future.

Kathryn H. Au, Ph.D.

District 20, O‘ahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Ku Kahakalau, Ph.D. <kukahakalau@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 4:24 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Please support SB 683 and SB 686.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Dr. Kū Kahakalau and I reside in Kukuihaele on the island of Hawai’i.  I am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public
schools.

As an educator for over 30 years, I strongly believe that our children are our future. As a
result, every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns,
not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for
these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their
students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing
resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects
the value of our hardworking teachers.

Please support SB 683 and SB 686.

Mahalo nui,

Kū Kahakalau
P.O. Box 1764
Honoka’a, HI  96727
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JUDtestimony

From: Laura Buller <buller.laura@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 4:08 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY RE: SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY RE: SB 683 and SB
686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Laura Buller. I am a teacher from Maui Canoe Complex on Molokai . I am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public
schools. Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in
our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but
for the promise of a more open and democratic society. Supporting these p roposals will lift
Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that
includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.
We need additional funding for our public schools, because the weighted student formula
is inadequate in fully funding school. Students at Molokai High are using textbooks that
are over ten years old. Our school has not been able to fund any curriculum or supplies for
the majority of the past ten years. Teachers have been allotted on average $300.00 per
year that funding has been available for curriculum and supplies. Over the past 10 years
there has been more years without a curriculum and supply budget than there has been
funding available. This lack of funding puts the students graduating from Molokai High at a
disadvantage to students from other districts. Over the past 10 years we have had to cut
teaching positions which impacts the students in two ways. The first is larger class sizes
and the other is fewer electives to choose from. In a community's where there are few
professional jobs we need to be able to offer skilled training to our students in technical
and trades.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo,
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Laura Buller, Maui Canoe Complex, Molokai

--
Sent from Gmail Mobile
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JUDtestimony

From: Laverne Moore <laverne.moorehi@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 9:51 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 & SB 686 TESTIMONY

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2:00 PM

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I’m Laverne Fernandes Moore, a special education teacher at McKinley High School, serving as the President of the Honolulu Chapter
of HSTA, representing 3,325 teachers. I am a long time resident of Hawaii Kai and submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB
686 to increase a steady flow of funding for public schools.

As a teacher at McKinley High School, developers are turning our community into a multi-million dollar exclusive neighborhood
for the rich and powerful without having them pay impact fees. They are receiving tax breaks when they should be paying their
fair share for infrastructure which in my opinion impacts the education of our students.  They are forcing our families into
homelessness or leaving the district which is depriving our students of a first class education.

Passing SB 683 and SB 686 is a vote for lower class size which affords our teachers the ability to connect with their students,
provide whole child education that includes the arts, physical education, music, community based education, multiple selection
of languages, providing resources and services for students with special needs and equable pay to recruit and retain qualified
teachers for our statewide public school system.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit written testimony.  Your support in investing in our children’s education is appreciated.

 Laverne Fernandes Moore, House District 18, Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Larry Denis III <larrydenishsta@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 4:28 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY RE: SB 683 and SB 686
RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Lawrence Denis III.  I teach computer at Waikoloa Elementary & Middle School. I am submitting testimony in support of SB
683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy,
but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that
allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and
services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Lawrence Denis III
Waikoloa
Island of Hawaii



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE:  SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017  2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Lynn Otaguro, from Honolulu on Oahu.  I am first grade teacher at Lincoln School.  I
am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

The importance of our public schools has never been so apparent.  With recent events, we see that
an informed and educated electorate is fundamental to the functioning of our democracy.  Although
I teach young ones, my hope is that I am able to help provide them with the foundations for what
they need to think, speak, and act on behalf of themselves and others to make our community a
better place.  I want my students, and all children, to have access to the kind of education and
opportunities that will enable them to succeed.

Fully funding our public schools is an important step to ensuring this.  These bills can help us with
teacher recruitment and retention, class size, special education resources, and programs to provide
our children with experiences and instruction to help them grow their many talents.

I have read earlier testimony for and against these bills and understand that there is concern about
additional taxes.  However, these bills are borne out of the concern that there is a need to find an
additional source of income to fund our schools.  And if we truly want to provide more for our
students in Hawaii, we need to make choices to support them.  Please support SB 683 and SB 686 to
provide our children with the schools they deserve.

Thank you,
Lynn Otaguro
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JUDtestimony

From: mark <mark_alfred_kawika_fontaine@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 3:52 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY  RE: SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Mark Fontaine. I am a teacher from the Keaau-Kau-Pahoa Complex on Hawaii Island. I
am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because the lack of funding makes it impossible to
hire enough staff and train them to meet the needs of students.  This is particularly the case at my
present placement, Na Wai Ola Public Charter School.  Statistics show the population that Na Wai
Ola serves is among the most challenged in socio-economic indicators when compared across the
entire state.  This translates directly to increased issues socially and with academics for many
students.  Some problems cannot be solved with just money, but if the money were available to hire
enough trained staff, many of the problems would be solved.  I have worked with similar populations
on Oahu and on Hawaii Island, and this is consistent.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Mark Fontaine

KKP Complex
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Hawaii Island
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JUDtestimony

From: Marla Domingo <mkdomingo24@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 6:48 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Marla Domingo . I am a teacher from the island of Kauai. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because many of our classrooms are overcrowded and under
staffed. I've been a teacher on Kauai for 14 years and am seriously looking at early retirement from the
profession. It pains me every day to know that, as hard as I work, and no matter how many 10 hour days I put
in, I can't do enough to overcome my overflowing work load.  If I spent all of this time prepping for enriched
teaching for the children in my room instead of pushing papers and documenting federally mandated
assessments (that honestly don't make me a better teacher and don't  move my student forward), I know their
progress would be more rich, more fulfilling and more developmentally appropriate.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo.

Marla Domingo

Kauai

Sent from my iPhone
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JUDtestimony

From: Mike Landes <jmlandes@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 4:50 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony Re: SB 683 and SB 686 Relating to Education

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Mike Landes. I am a teacher from Lahainaluna High School  on Maui. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whol e child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we shouldn't have to just "make do". This
is our children's future we're talking about.  Our schools are woefully underfunded, in a state of
disrepair, with inadequate resources.  How can we give them the education they deserve, how can
we prepare them for their future aspirations, how can we truly say we value public education, if we
aren't willing to properly fund our schools?  These bills will provide a funding mechanism to create a
quality public education system in Hawaii.  And, by helping to limit property speculation, they will help
to control the rising cost of living that negatively impacts so many working families in our state,
including the families of most of our students.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Mike Landes, Kihei, Maui
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JUDtestimony

From: roeleno@juno.com
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 10:11 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Cc: bcha@hsta.org; mhiga@hsta.org
Subject: Re: SB 683 and SB 686 Relating to Education

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Romeo Eleno and I'm a teacher at Lana'i High & Elementary School. I am submitting testimony in support of
SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow's generation of successful young adults in our society.

Every dollar invested in our community's public schools will help our keiki to thrive in the 21st Century; therefore, your
support for education will be detrimental for the future of Hawaii's next generation.

By supporting SB 683 & 686, it will allow for lower class sizes as well as teaching the "whole child" with quality education
in the arts and Hawaiian studies. In addition, it will provide resources and services for students with special needs and
also provide professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

Teaching on an isolated Island such as Lana'i brings a lot of difficult conditions when it comes to providing our students
an education similar to the other schools throughout Hawaii. The weighted student formula doesn't work for Lana'i High
& Elementary School as we receive less funding than most schools per pupil; yet, we still have to pay for custodians to
keep our campus clean, pay our cafeteria workers to feed our students, and pay our educational assistants to provide
educational services. We need just as much funding as big schools. Unfortunately, the weighted student formula is used
as a "One size fits all" philosophy.

Please do the right thing and support these bills.

Mahalo,
Romeo Eleno,
Maui District, Island of Lana'i
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JUDtestimony

From: Arita Ohana <arita4@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 11:37 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Vera Arita . I am a retired teacher from  Mililani Ike Elementary. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

As a special education teacher we saw funding go from thousands of dollars to our department to nothing each
year.  I wonder where all the federal government funding for sped. Students have gone?   Please support these
bills.

Mahalo

Vera Arita, M.Ed

Mahalo,

Vera

Sent from my iPad
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JUDtestimony

From: Alan Isbell <writenow808@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:07 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY RE: SB 683 and SB 686

RELATING TO EDUCATION. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and esteemed members of the judiciary committee, my name is Alan Isbell. I teach fourth grade at Wailuku Elementary on
Maui. I also serve as president of HSTA, Maui Chapter.

Poetic justice is a surcharge on real estate speculation to create new revenue for public education.

Consider that it is property speculation that has sent housing skyward in the first place, making Hawaii unaffordable for teachers.

Heard about shark trouble on Maui? It may not be what you think. Land sharks have been circling there, gobbling up housing by the
mouthful. Realtors there will tell you that most single family housing units sold on Maui the past year have been to speculators and wealthy,
off-island part-timers. Often, the sale price did not reflect the price asked by the owner. Rather, the price acted as chum, starting a feeding
frenzy that ended with the highest bid, far in excess of the asking price. The result is the debacle billionaire Gensiro Kawamoto wrought on
Maui and in Kahala a decade or two ago, when the last real estate boom imploded.

Ask yourselves who this property surcharge would really cost.  Might your conclusion be that it would cost land sharks and those who could
well afford it? If watching Hawaii bought and sold to the wealthy is unsettling, why not at least make them pay for what they are doing, and
use that money to lift Hawaii’s public schools out of poverty?

Mahalo for your consideration.



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Candace Chun and I’ve been a teacher for 35 years with the Hawaii Department of
Education. I am from the Central District on Oahu. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase
funding for public schools.

Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools supports the work we are doing to prepare
our youth for meeting the needs of our community and being successful in the 21st century.  For
instance, I teach the health professions, and it is crucial for us to have knowledgeable instructors in
order for students to receive the best education so that they can pursue those careers. Currently,
we have a critical shortage of teachers.  I’ve seen this problem grow worse over the years, and
there just are not enough qualified teachers in our classrooms.  Ask the students and they are not
considering a career in teaching. Just within our school, the turnover rate is so high, many are
being recruited from the mainland or lack any experience.  Many are uncertified, so our students
are being very shortchanged with their education.

A positive vote will help reduce class sizes, which have gotten larger, especially in the high
schools, where they are packing 36 students or more in advanced classes. Some of this is due to
offering seven periods, and not hiring enough teachers, so our load is greater.  Unbelievably, I
started off last year with 210 students and 204 this year at Mililani High School.  This lessens the
time I can give to every student; rather, I am struggling to get grading, lesson planning, and
actually l looking carefully at student work.  Many teachers are so frustrated with their current
workload, expectations, and stress, including myself.

A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their
students, see how we can assist them with their learning needs, and provide resources to be
effective with learning activities.  It’s frustrating that when we need supplies there is so much red
tape that teachers are forced to use personal funds to buy the things they need.  That is very
unfair.

Most importantly, funding our schools will provide professional pay, which recognizes the hard
work our educators are providing. In all my years of teaching, I can’t believe how undervalued our
teachers are.  I used to do a lot as a culinary teacher, but with instructional time added, decided it
wasn’t worth doing anymore, because it took hours to do shopping for 180+ students every week.  I
even decided to give up advising our nationally-affiliated HOSA organization, because after doing
that for so many years and no additional recognition or compensation, decided it wasn’t worth it
anymore. It's unfortunate, because we were taking home numerous national medals and top ten
winners, along with having so many state officers and Hawaii's first national officer for any Career
Technical Student Organization, many of which I poured personal resources so I could chaperone



my students for a week during my summer break. The raises have never made up for the strike,
furloughs, loss of medical contributions taken away, or no increase in salary years.

More funding would also help teachers with medical coverage, after all, this is a high-stress job,
and we catch infections the students pass along.  At the high school level, it is even more stressful,
as there are the difficult ones who even their parents don’t know how to control.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we are losing too many talented,
dedicated, and promising educators due to the fact that our state simply is too cheap to pay us
REAL professional salary.  I have stuck with teaching, even though I have seen everyone burning
out and having to work multiple jobs to make ends meet. Why?  Because I just don’t know who will
teach our students anymore. It has never made sense to me that teachers are forced to work
multiple jobs when they could have concentrated on preparing or revising lessons or doing the
multitude of things required of teachers.  It has also become very frustrating to many teachers that
they have left the profession for better paying jobs.  For example, we have lost some very talented
people such as our graphics arts teacher, who is now earning more as a stevedore.  When he was
teaching, his students were consistently winning national awards. Also, it is discouraging to see
many teachers leave today past ten years…sometimes only within a couple of years.  Many
teachers I speak with say they are burnt out and want to retire, and they only have about 10 years
on average.

It’s time to take this seriously, because I already see the frightening trend that many teachers are
retiring as soon as they can just so they don’t have to take all the crap being shoved down their
throats.  Funding should go to classroom teachers, not the bureaucrats who tell us what to do.  We
are the ones who work in the trenches for our youth and funding is key to making education a top
priority. To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills.

Respectfully,

Candace Chun, Mililani High School, Oahu



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
JUDICIARY
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017
2 p.m.
Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:
My name is Christy Chadwick. I am a teacher from in Maui
County on Maui. I am submitting testimony in support of SB
683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their
students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested
in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns,
not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open
and democratic society.
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the
21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students,
whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers.
We need additional funding for our public schools, because,
it is greatly hurting the way our students learn. As a Teacher
of the Deaf, in a low incidence population, I have seen
firsthand the impact low funding has on these children.  Not
only are the students unable to grasp the material in class
due to low reading levels, but they are unable to access
most of what happens in class due to a limited number of
sign language interpreters and Teachers of the Deaf
available to them.  Deaf education is a specialized field, yet
categorized under a huge umbrella of “special education.”
Due to this classification, students are not getting the proper
education they deserve.  (Of course, that matter is for
another time and place).



This bill is a start in helping to increase funds available to the
education system so that students are provided adequate
support through teachers, interpreters, educational
assistants, as well as materials needed to help access
education in the mainstream.
This was my first year of teaching and due to low wages as
well as a lack of support for my students in providing them
with the help they need I have resigned from my position as
a teacher and will not be retuning for a second year.  It is my
hope that Hawaii will be able to bring and keep highly
qualified teachers so that the students get every opportunity
to learn.
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support
these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Christy Chadwick, Maui County, Maui
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JUDtestimony

From: Heather Ramiro <hegramiro@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 7:21 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686

My name is Heather Ramiro. I am a teacher from Central District on O'ahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because many of our students come from single
parent homes and need after school supports. With more funding we could offer our after school
tutoring and enrichment clubs (like robotics, STEM, drama, cooking, coding) to more students. Right
now we can only offer two clubs at a time (per quarter) and many of our teachers who help run these
use their own money to keep them running for our students.

To continue to go above and beyond for our students and to deliver the schools our keiki deserve,
please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Heather Ramiro, Central district, O'ahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Pat murphey <webshuuter@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:10 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is James Murphey . I am a teacher from  Pearl City High School   on Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools.  Without this funding Hawaii is falling further
behind in education.  Losing quality teachers, and replacing them with essentially  babysitters is
unacceptable.  If we keep sliding backwards I will be forced to leave this profession.  Not because of
how difficult it is to live off of the wages, but I can not be a part of a system that thinks it is okay to
provide students with a ever disintegrating education.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

James Murphey, Leeward, Pearl City High School
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JUDtestimony

From: Tsuchiya, Jeanine <JTsuchiya@hsta.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 7:08 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

My name is Jeanine Tsuchiya. I am a community member from Hawaii Kai  on Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because when my children were in school – they

did not have enough books to have their own text to study at home. They did not have a GT program

for my daughter to rise to her best level of performance and accomplishment. Our children deserve to

have facilities and class sizes comparable to the rich kids who go to Punahou and Iolani. EVERY

child deserves the best education. My children were astonished when they took their SAT test off site

and found the desks were not broken and there was AC and carpeting in the classrooms at Iolani.

They felt second rate; they are treated second rate.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Jeanine Tsuchiya

Hahaione Valley, Hawaii Kai

Parent and volunteer of children of Hahaione El., Niu Valley and Kaiser High School
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JUDtestimony

From: loke rose <lookatme_121@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 7:20 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Katherine Roseguo. I am a teacher from  Honokaa  on Hawaii island. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole chi ld education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because  as teachers, we are tasked with
educating our students for the 21st century.  However, at our school, we cannot afford the
technology which makes this possible.  We do not have enough new computers, computer

labs or carts, tech people to maintain the computers, and training for teachers.  In addition to
this, last year we needed to fill spaces for 15 teachers.  In many cases the prinicipal may have
to hire unqualified long-term subs for these positions.  Long-term subs tend not to stay after
their term is over, so this is not stable for these kids, many of whom look to school for

stability in their lives.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Katherine Roseguo, Hawai'i island

Please - remember, reduce, reuse, recycle, renew, refresh, recover, restore, respect, refuse, reintegrate,
rethink, revitalize, replant, replanet, regreen, refurbish, regrow, rot.
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JUDtestimony

From: Lorraine Bennett <lorrainebennett@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:42 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Lorraine Bennett. I am a teacher from the Leeward district on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools because our students only have us to speak for them. Without
funding our students cannot be technology ready. Without the proper funding class sizes remain large and
students are left behind. Quality teachers are leaving because the pay does not equal what we put forth
everyday. We need funding to make sure teachers stay and our students know that Hawaii cares for them.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Lorraine Bennett

Island of Oahu

Leeward district
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JUDtestimony

From: mhc <biologistmhc@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:35 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Support of SB 683 and SB 686 Education

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Melany H. Chapin. I am a teacher from  Hawaii District  on the Big island (Hawaii,

Hawaii). I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public

schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools in to the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we are competing with countries that can

easily take away our jobs in the United States due to their educational systems. Our students must be

equipped with 21st century knowledge and tools to be successful citizens as adults. This job of

teaching is what allows every other profession to be fulfilled. This is not just about teachers, it’s about

our future.
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To deliver the schools our children deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Melany H Chapin, Hawaii District, Hawaii, HI
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JUDtestimony

From: Michelle Balala <michelle_balala@live.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:13 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony for SB 683 and SB 686 Relating to Education

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017
2 p.m.
Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:
My name is Michelle Balala. I am a teacher from Maui District. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683
and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.
Michelle Balala, Maui District
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JUDtestimony

From: Michelle <jhnnybravoo@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:30 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is [Michelle Santos ]. I am a teacher from  [The leeward district ]  on [Oahu]. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because... If you don't take care of the teachers, we can't
take care of our students. Not having qualified teachers teaching these Leuko and giving them the education
they deserve is unacceptable. It's unfair for a teacher to have to give less efforts to teaching due to having to
hold second and third jobs to survive. I'd hate for my daughter to have to be taught by a long term substitute
because they are unable to find qualified teachers ! I don't blame the lack of teachers, look how we're
treated? I'm not sure how much longer I can afford to commit myself to being a teacher.....I've been here for
13 years! It's the love of students and desire to teach that kept me around this long but I'm not sure how
much longer I can financially make it!

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

[Michelle Santos, Leeward,  Oahu ]
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JUDtestimony

From: Osa A. Tui, Jr. <osatui.rr@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:32 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB683 and SB686

Testimony for: House Committee on Judiciary
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION
Hearing on Wednesday, March 22, 2017
2:00pm

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committees:

I am Osa Tui, Jr., a teacher at McKinley High School on Oahu. I have been a teacher for 18 years.
Please pass SB683 and SB686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21 st century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our facilities are aging and our keiki need
the best and the brightest educators attracted to the profession in order to maximize their full
potential.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Osa Tui, Jr.
McKinley High School
Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Sarah Kalawe <kalawesarah@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:10 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Sarah Kalawe. I am a teacher from  Hilo High on Big Island. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because...  our students and teachers are
suffering from a lack of quality education and instruction due to the lack of funding for
resources. Schools on the mainland, our Hawaii students' competitors for future jobs, are

providing their students with many resources such as the use of electronics and how to use
them properly in the classroom. We cannot do this without proper funding. We need books
that are up to date and classroom equipment that will not break easily. We need to hire more
security, support staff, and more teachers for smaller classroom sizes.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Sarah Kalawe, Hilo High, Big Island
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JUDtestimony

From: Andrew Jones <jonesbaron23@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:04 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of SB 683/686

Testimony for: House Judiciary Committee
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION

Aloha, Members of the House Judiciary Committee:

I am Andy Jones, a teacher at Radford High School. I have been at Radford for a decade; previously I
taught English as a Foreign Language in Taiwan 1993-2006. I am writing to ask that you please pass
SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Valid arguments for increased funding are legion. The following are among the most exigent:

1. Teacher retention and recruitment.  When cost of living is taken into account, the average public
school teacher in Hawaii earns more than $10,000 less per year than the next lowest-paying
American states for teachers. That is to say, it is not just that we are ranked last, but that there is in
addition a significant gap between Hawaii teachers and the other low-paying states. For many
teachers, this gap spells non-affordability. This is the primary reason why the average Hi teacher
spends less than five years in the classroom, and why we have the nation’s most serious teacher
shortage overall. Students suffer individually and collectively when too many of their teachers are
inexperienced or under-qualified. I believe that improving teacher retention and recruitment is beyond
question the single most effective way of improving public education in our state.

2. Unfavorable teacher to student ratios. Teachers throughout the state are overburdened with too
many students. This year at my high school, one of my first-year Language Arts colleagues has over
210 students distributed among his six classes. That’s almost 40 students per class. Not only are 40
students far too many for effective teaching and learning; the sheer number of students that this
teacher is responsible for seriously limits how much time the teacher can spend devoting important
individualized attention to particular students. In short, not only do teachers need to be paid more in
order for them to stay beyond five years; more teachers need to be hired in order to effect more
favorable teacher to student ratios.

3. Teachers need more preparation time.  This third point is inextricably woven with the second point.
The annual information gathered by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) provides substantial evidence that, of approximately three dozen nations that participate in
the extensive reports on education, teachers in the United States are the second-most overworked
teachers in the world after Chile, spending an approximate 1100 hours in front of students per year in
comparison to the international average of around 600. Most American teachers experience
significant challenges in implementing educational “best practices” because they are given so little
time to developing the highest quality curriculum, instruction and assessment. Public education in
Hawai’i as in the rest of the United States is unlikely to improve significantly until efforts are made to
decrease the number of students teachers are responsible for each year and to build more non-
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teaching time into the teacher work day. Once again, this will require hiring far more teachers than we
currently have.

To deliver the schools that our keiki deserve, I ask you to please support these bills.

Mahalo.
Andy Jones

Language Arts teacher

Radford High School
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JUDtestimony

From: Islandguys2 <Islandguys2@hawaiiantel.net>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:40 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB863  SB686

Aloha no Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Ann Keeler (Herkes). I am a teacher at Wilcox Elementary on  the island of Kaua'i. I am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Na Keiki are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality,
prosperity, and Aloha for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns for our economy and even more important for the promise of a
more open and democratic society filled with Lokahi and Aloha; With citizens who embrace their
Kuleana and Kōkua and know how to Hō'oponopono.

Supporting these proposals will li ft Hawai'i´s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we see great teachers leave for states
where not only is pay higher, living expenses are lower. We are losing a valued kindergarten teacher
to Oregon because his family will do better economically giving his two children better choices for
their future. As a parent with a child in college I need a house mate and am looking for a second job. I
know teachers who have three jobs so their families can live decently. Teaching is beyond a full time
job all by itself and it takes away from focusing on this job, educating our future, when teachers must
find second and third jobs to live decently.  We need adequate pay and compensation so that we can
focus on one job only, creating the leaders who will create the best future possible, the one in which
we will retire.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Māhalo e
Mālama Pono!

Ann Keeler (Herkes), Kaua'i island

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® 6, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone
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JUDtestimony

From: Claire Gearen <clairegearen@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:21 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 relating to education

Aloha Chair Nishimoto, Vice-Chair San Buenaventura, my own representative Della Au Bellati, and Other
Members of the House Judiciary Committee,

RE: Senate Bills 683 and 686 Relating to Education

I write in support of Senate Bills 683 and 686. I submitted testimony earlier this legislative session to your
committee on House Bills 180 and 182. I stand by my reasons for requesting a constitutional amendment be put
before Hawai‘i citizens to allow a vote on this proposed new revenue stream for public education in Hawai‘i. I
would also like to add more information in support of the senate measures.

Ten years into teaching in the Hawai‘i public schools, I make 72% of what I would make in Seattle,
Washington or Encinitas, California, and 81% of what I would make in Portland, Oregon. There is a simple
reason for this; the Hawaii State Teachers Association (HSTA) must negotiate all step increases for teachers,
and in ten years, there have been only two step increases. What is especially troubling is that fully two thirds of
HSTA members are women. There are many other public employee unions in this state that receive automatic
step increases rather than negotiated step increases. Correcting this inequity and single greatest cause of pay
disparity compared to other school districts will be expensive. Hawai‘i public schools are already underfunded,
as clearly put forth in both SB 683 and 686. We need to ensure an adequate revenue stream for public schools to
support our ambitious blueprint for the future and even to maintain mediocrity. We do not want to slip to the
bottom of the ranks again after such steady progress.

As I mentioned in testimony to the House Education Committee this session, in 2009, I patiently attended
community meetings about the state budget offered by Representative Marcus Oshiro to learn why the
legislature felt it was necessary to cut from the education budget. I understood the difficult position our
representatives in government found themselves in after the 2008 financial crisis. However, nearly ten years has
passed since that crisis and we still have not fixed the structural problems in our revenue stream and state
budget that forced the difficult decision of cuts in the form of Furlough Fridays. We need to be proactive and
secure steady funding for such a vital public good as education.

A member of this committee (for whom I hold deep respect) told me once that teacher salaries may be lower in
Hawai‘i, but we live in “Paradise.” Statistics from the 2016-2017 school year debunk the notion that Hawai‘i
may attract an endless supply of educators, who will be happy to take a pay cut to live in this wonderful place.
Last year, word of the teacher shortage in Hawai‘i went viral on the internet, reaching a worldwide audience.
The department had to hire additional staff to field inquiries about positions from places as far-flung as Ireland
and India. Even with such attention on HIDOE job postings, in August of 2016, there were still 1600 unfilled
positions out of 13,500, and 531 remained vacant.

If a new property tax is not the right future for Hawai‘i, citizens may vote against the amendment. Please ensure
we all have the opportunity to decide this important question in 2018.

Thank you,
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Claire Gearen
Teacher, Mililani High School
Resident, Makiki
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JUDtestimony

From: hughey2000@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:31 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.

Aloha, Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Justin Hughey. I am a second grade Special Education Teacher at King Kamehameha III Elementary on
Maui.

I am testifying in support of SB683 and SB686.

I want to address the problem of approximately 1,600 teacher vacancies that was projected for the start of this current
school year and is the same projection for next year.

In 2005 I was finishing up my Masters in Special Education while working as a server at an Italian Steakhouse Restaurant
in Batavia, Illinois.  A man sitting in my section said, “If you want to be a teacher, you can do that anywhere.  You have to
move to Maui.  It is a progressive state, Hawaii, a place where kids still respect their elders, and it is paradise.”  Nice
story.

I moved here with about 40,000 dollars in student loan debt for my two degrees.  I never put a penny on a credit card
because I didn’t believe in having one.  My rent was 1,200 dollars a month and I was being paid about 1,100 every two
weeks after taxes.  Immediately I had to put 5,000 dollars on a credit card in the first six months to just purchase
groceries.

Six months later I obtained a second job at a fine dinning restaurant in Kapalua, Maui.  General Manager said we will give
you three shifts and you let us know if it is too much or too little.  We respect teachers. That General Manager left and the
new one told me I had to be available every day of the week and we could care less that you are a teacher.  It's about the
corporation.

That GM had me working upwards of five days a week, 19 hour Fridays.  I was dependent on the second job like 40% of
all teachers in Hawaii.  This meant that I could not take courses to move myself up the payroll.

First, the DOE does not pay teachers enough to fulfill the job requirements during contractual hours and teachers are
exempt from obtaining overtime.  No teacher can do a great job when they leave at three, work another job till eleven, get
home at midnight, only obtaining six hours or less of sleep, and wake up the next day and do it all over again.

I can’t express what it feels like to wake up, sore, tired, and just try to make it through another day.

I don’t think it is a coincidence that my body is currently giving out.  Last August I picked up a case of paper and it gave
me a severe bulging disc.  I am only forty years old and I may never be able to go for a jog again.  I am still receiving
therapy for my injury.  If I didn’t share the bills with my fiancee I would have had to move.

Teachers don’t want to teach here because when the cost of living is factored in, they are paid one of the worst salaries in
the country.  Whenever I have lobbied legislators they have always agreed more money needs to go to education so
where would you take from, the kapuna? So last year HSTA proposed a raise in the GET.  That was unsuccessful.  This
year we proposed raising taxes primarily on non residents.  We are not asking you to raise taxes, just please let the
people decide by voting on a constitutional amendment by passing this proposal.

Until this state finds a significant increase in a dedicated educational funding stream you will continue to start the school
year with more than 1,600 vacancies, hoping enough high school graduates can fill the positions.  The teaching
profession is a career not a second job.  If this state offered competitive salaries, teachers would be coming in droves
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form the mainland and better yet more of our own members in our community would have the desire to become a
teacher.

I never gave up hope.  Teachers educate all other professions.  The economy suffers when we do not offer a quality
public education to every child.  All I ask is if you vote against this proposed funding mechanism, that you will come up
with a better way to add 500 million more dollars annually, for education, so that this state can one day offer a quality
public education, an education the keiki deserve.

Mahalo for your consideration.
Justin Hughey
2nd Grade Special Education Teacher
HSTA Vice President
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JUDtestimony

From: The Burtons <kauaiburtons@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 11:58 AM
To: JUDtestimony

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Laura Burton. I am a teacher from the East Complex on Kauai. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because teachers can no longer afford to live in
Hawaii with the lack of pay increase and the constant increases in Health Insurance costs.  For the
third year in a row, our health insurance is rising, in addition to other cost of living increases. Many of
our teachers already work second jobs to make ends meet, this upcoming "pay reduction" is going to
break many of them, including myself.

Our keiki deserve teachers who are soley focused on the students.  They deserve teachers who are
rested and who feel appreciated in their profession.  Right now, teachers feel very much
unappreciated and are feeling strapped financially.  We must find funding, to at least maintain current
pay rates...if not increase pay.  I, myself, a "Highly Qualified" and "Distinguished" rated teacher, am
now looking to possibly return to the mainland, as I may not be able to survive another pay loss.  We
already are having trouble recruiting new teachers to the profession in Hawaii...Do we now also want
to lose the many "highly qualified", talented, and experienced teachers that we do have?    Hawaii's
keiki and families deserve more!

While making technology and modern tools/materials available to our keiki should be a priority, a
higher priority should be having competent, experienced, caring teachers to guide the students
toward a successful future.  Emergency hires and long-term, inexperienced substitute teachers
should not be the standard expected to serve our students.
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I love teaching in Hawaii.  The organized and professional expectations of our DOE are appreciated,
but without a viable income, many of us cannot continue to serve our keiki.

 To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo.

Laura Burton

Teacher, Kauai
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JUDtestimony

From: Natasha Taketa <tsunrise12@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 10:45 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony for House Judiciary on SB683 and SB686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING
TO EDUCATION.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 2 p.m.
Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Natasha Taketa. I am a teacher from McKinley High school on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools. Our children are our future. When
teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s
generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our
economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society. Supporting these proposals will lift
Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow
teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies,
providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking teachers. We need additional funding for our public schools, because the current funding is not
enough for all schools across the state. Our children deserve the best possible education to become responsible
adults and global citizens to help improve the future of Hawaii, the nation, and the world. It is our kuleana to
ensure they had the best education and care as possible.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo,
Natasha Taketa, Honolulu District, Oahu

Sent from my iPhone



March 21, 2017 
 
Rebecca Kapolei Kiili 
PO Box 322 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
 
 
Aloha Chairman Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:  
  
My name is Rebecca Kapolei Kiili and I am a teacher at King Kekaulike High School on Maui. I have 
been a teacher for thirteen years in the Hawaiian Language Immersion Program. I am writing to 
express my support and urge your support to pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public 
schools. 
  
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for 
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public 
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and 
democratic society.  
  
Supporting these proposals will propel Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these 
measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child 
education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and 
professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers. 
  
We need additional funding for our public schools, because Hawai’i deserves future leaders who are 
ready to engage in their communities in ways that will keep them home in Hawai’i. Too often we lose 
our best and brightest to the allure of the mainland life as the affordability to live and work at home is 
bleak because of the cost of living. Investing in our public schools is vital to Hawai’i’s sustainability in 
all levels of our lives, both public and private, personal, and professional. We want students to feel 
that their public education experiences have prepared them to meet the challenges and opportunities 
of the 21st century with confidence, conviction, and compassion. Your support of these bills will be a 
testament to these ends.  
 
Funding our schools and committing to excellence is not only what our children deserve, but what our 
communities, and our whole state deserves. Thank you for your service, time, and commitment to 
public education in Hawai’i.  
 
Me ke aloha no, 
Rebecca Kapolei Kiili 
Rebecca Kapolei Kiili 
King Kekaulike High School 
Pukalani, Maui 
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JUDtestimony

From: Sarah Kalawe <kalawesarah@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:10 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Sarah Kalawe. I am a teacher from  Hilo High on Big Island. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because...  our students and teachers are
suffering from a lack of quality education and instruction due to the lack of funding for
resources. Schools on the mainland, our Hawaii students' competitors for future jobs, are

providing their students with many resources such as the use of electronics and how to use
them properly in the classroom. We cannot do this without proper funding. We need books
that are up to date and classroom equipment that will not break easily. We need to hire more
security, support staff, and more teachers for smaller classroom sizes.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Sarah Kalawe, Hilo High, Big Island
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JUDtestimony

From: Shannon Kaaa <shannon.kaaa.hsta@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 12:18 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATIO

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Shannon Kaaa. I am a teacher from District 33  on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote f or these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because we need to attract and retain teachers.
The state should invest in education by paying teachers better. Teacher education programs are not
able to attract high quality candidates, because the teaching  is not a well paying profession.  And
many of the best teachers already in the field are leaving for more lucrative careers. There may be
short term schemes to addressing the teachers shortage, but the best answer is paying teachers
better.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Shannon Kaaa, District 33, Oahu.
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JUDtestimony

From: Stephanie Gross <sfygross@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 10:21 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Stephanie Gross. I am a teacher from the Windward District  on Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our children need experiential learning. In order to
do so, my classroom needs more supplies, resources, and manipulatives. My husband (a DOE counselor) and I
(a DOE teacher), both Masters by degree, need to have additional part time jobs to pay for the cost of living in
Hawaii and supplement our classroom and office. These additional jobs take away time from our growing
family as well as opportunity to learn through PD.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Stephanie Gross, Windward, Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Steph <steph_takashima@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:39 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

Hi, my name is Stephanie Takashima and I am a school counselor at Henry J. Kaiser High School on the island
of Oahu. I have been a school counselor for nine years. I am asking you to show your support of Hawaii
educators and students by passing SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct and counselors counsel their students, they build the
foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s
public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawaii's schools into the 21 st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional pay that reflects the value of
our hardworking counselors and teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because all too often, school educators pay out of their own
pockets for school supplies and resources that are used in teaching their students. Without adequate funding,
schools often have a challenging time providing the level of instruction necessary to reach each student at their
needs and learning levels . Class sizes are large with 32-35+ students per class. These students have varying
levels of need, different learning styles, and different life circumstances that often serve as obstacles in their
education. As educators we are also often tasked with many different roles within the school, that it takes us out
of the job we were initially hired to do. Quite often we lack adequate funding to hire the necessary personnel in
the areas of need, thus teachers and counselors serve various roles within the school, such as custodial workers,
security, cafeteria workers, substitute teachers during our non-teaching/prep periods. When this happens, it
becomes a disservice to our students because we have a limited amount of time to focus on what we have a
passion for, which is teaching and counseling our students to navigate the global world we live in and be
productive, responsible, and caring citizens who can make a difference. It quite often leaves the educator burnt
out, especially our new teachers, and the end result is that we can't service our students or provide them with the
quality education they deserve.

I am asking you to support these bills to show your support for education and the future of our students.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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Stephanie Takashima

Henry J. Kaiser High School

Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Teresa Spaulding <tspaulding808@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 12:00 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 & SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY.
SB 683 & SB 686
Wednesday March 22, 2017

Dear Chair Nishimoto, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Teresa Spaulding. I am a first grade teacher from Kona, on the island of Hawai'i. I am submitting testimony
IN SUPPORT of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and prosperity
for tomorrow's generations and prepare students for life's challenges. Every dollar invested in our public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai'i schools into the 21st century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian
studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of
hardworking teachers throughout our beautiful state.

We NEED additional funding for our public schools to deliver the schools that our keiki DESERVE. We need your help.
Please support these bills.

Mahalo Nui Loa,
Teresa Spaulding
(Proud First Grade Teacher)
Kona, Hawaii
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JUDtestimony

From: Valerie Harmon <lenscap@me.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:20 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: support the teachers and the children of Hawaii

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Valerie Harmon. I am a teacher from the Honolulu District on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in
support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. Teachers salaries must be raise, now. Many qualified teachers ar leaving the
profession, as they can make more money as secretaries or other positions in the work force that do not aide
Hawaii's children. By hoping to import a few teachers from the mainland for a couple of years is not only a
waste of money, but continues to treat teachers and their students as if they are not essential.

Support proposals that will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for
lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts
and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional pay
that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers. This is very harmful to our state, our future, and our present.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support raise in teacher salary NOW and please, support these
bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Valerie Harmon
English Teacher
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JUDtestimony

From: Jennifer Dyer <leigh_luna@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:59 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jennifer Dyer. I am a teacher from  Central DISTRICT  on [Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open

and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these

measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole

child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for

students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking

teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because... [OPTIONAL: INSERT a paragraph or

two, tell your personal story or specific anecdotes about how lack of funding affects your students,

how low pay and a lack of resources are driving teachers out of the profession, how teachers have

to hold second and third jobs, etc. Make sure to emphasize how these situations are harmful to

students.]

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Jennifer Dyer, Central District, Oahu
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Testimony for: Senate Judiciary Committee
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION
Hearing on Wednesday, March 22, 2017

Aloha, 

My name is Michał Nowicki and I am a teacher at the University Laboratory School. I have been teaching in 
Hawaii Public Schools for 9 years. I am writing in strong support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for 
public schools.

Hawai’i public schools have ranked at the bottom of our nation’s schools for too long. Our children deserve better 
opportunities, facilities, and teachers. The state entrusts teachers with care for our youth, yet, year after year, has 
fallen short in supporting us in our profession. 

I and many teachers have made a considerable effort to share our concerns with the Department of Education 
and the Board of Education over the course of the last two years, however, very little meaningful action has been 
taken to avert a dangerous course on which we have stayed for far too long. Somehow, we always hear that there 
simply is not enough money for our public schools. The proposed SB 683 and SB 686 provide a means to 
address this critical issue. 

Over the course of the last two years, I saw 6 of my teacher friends leave public schools. They now work for 
private schools, in the private sector, or have left the state for good. Those were all highly educated, and effective 
teachers, who each gave almost 10 years to the public classrooms. They, like many of us in our 30’s, are forced 
to seriously consider the extent of the sacrifice we have made to provide our services to the public. 

And although our hearts are in public education, when our wallets are empty, when we know that we won’t be 
able to afford a mortgage, when confronted with the fact that we just gave 10 years of our lives, sweating in hot 
and overcrowded classrooms, and have nothing to show for it as evidenced by our empty bank accounts, it is 
hard for us not to reconsider our commitments. 

One of my friends received a $15,000 raise when she moved to work at a private school. She is now responsible 
for a total of only 80 students, about a half of the 150 she would teach in a public setting. She also enjoys better 
benefits, more preparation time, air conditioning, and does not have to worry about buying her own supplies. 

Her departure, like so many others, is a huge loss for the public school community that in the current climate will 
struggle to replace her with a qualified teacher. Ironically, this is a win for the community of the wealthy and 
privileged, whose children will now enormously benefit from this amazing teacher joining their private school. 

How can public schools fight to retain their teachers, if we are taking massive pay cuts to work for the Hawai’i 
DOE? The disparity in pay is especially striking for more experienced teachers – teachers that our children 
desperately need.

Our public schools are facing a crisis. Unless we create a working source of funding for our schools, we will see a 
revolving door of under-qualified educators replacing our highly effective teachers. Teacher will keep leaving to 
pursue opportunities that will allow them and their families to afford to live in Hawaii. 

And, ultimately, if the state cannot pick up the tab, all of our kids will pay in a currency that can never be matched 
in dollars.

Michal Nowicki

Mathematics Teacher and Department Chair 
University Laboratory School 
808-721-0657
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JUDtestimony

From: Theresa HABERSTROH <kevlar_h@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 2:00 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Theresa Haberstroh. I am a teacher from Haiku Elementary School on Maui. I am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts, physical education, and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for
students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because teaching should not be a philanthropic,
second income job. Teachers should be compensated fairly for the amazingly difficult work they
do.  Fortunately, I am able to teach because of my family's dual income status.  However, if I were a
single person trying to make it alone on my salary, not to mention being a mother of two children,
there is no way I could make it with teaching as my only job.
The teacher turnover as well as the "I've had it" retirement of long time educators is very concerning
to me and most others in our profession.  Please, come spend a day in the lives of the school
children, the school environment, and with teachers to see all the kinds of things we do to keep our
day running as smoothly as possible despite all the hurdles and obstacles that come our way.
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.
Mahalo for your support and consideration.
Sincerely,
Theresa A. Haberstroh
Maui Island, Haiku Elementary School
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JUDtestimony

From: Jennifer Dyer <leigh_luna@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:59 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: RE: SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Jennifer Dyer. I am a teacher from  Central DISTRICT  on [Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open

and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these

measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole

child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for

students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking

teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because... [OPTIONAL: INSERT a paragraph or

two, tell your personal story or specific anecdotes about how lack of funding affects your students,

how low pay and a lack of resources are driving teachers out of the profession, how teachers have

to hold second and third jobs, etc. Make sure to emphasize how these situations are harmful to

students.]

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Jennifer Dyer, Central District, Oahu
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Testimony for: Senate Judiciary Committee
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION
Hearing on Wednesday, March 22, 2017

Aloha, 

My name is Michał Nowicki and I am a teacher at the University Laboratory School. I have been teaching in 
Hawaii Public Schools for 9 years. I am writing in strong support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for 
public schools.

Hawai’i public schools have ranked at the bottom of our nation’s schools for too long. Our children deserve better 
opportunities, facilities, and teachers. The state entrusts teachers with care for our youth, yet, year after year, has 
fallen short in supporting us in our profession. 

I and many teachers have made a considerable effort to share our concerns with the Department of Education 
and the Board of Education over the course of the last two years, however, very little meaningful action has been 
taken to avert a dangerous course on which we have stayed for far too long. Somehow, we always hear that there 
simply is not enough money for our public schools. The proposed SB 683 and SB 686 provide a means to 
address this critical issue. 

Over the course of the last two years, I saw 6 of my teacher friends leave public schools. They now work for 
private schools, in the private sector, or have left the state for good. Those were all highly educated, and effective 
teachers, who each gave almost 10 years to the public classrooms. They, like many of us in our 30’s, are forced 
to seriously consider the extent of the sacrifice we have made to provide our services to the public. 

And although our hearts are in public education, when our wallets are empty, when we know that we won’t be 
able to afford a mortgage, when confronted with the fact that we just gave 10 years of our lives, sweating in hot 
and overcrowded classrooms, and have nothing to show for it as evidenced by our empty bank accounts, it is 
hard for us not to reconsider our commitments. 

One of my friends received a $15,000 raise when she moved to work at a private school. She is now responsible 
for a total of only 80 students, about a half of the 150 she would teach in a public setting. She also enjoys better 
benefits, more preparation time, air conditioning, and does not have to worry about buying her own supplies. 

Her departure, like so many others, is a huge loss for the public school community that in the current climate will 
struggle to replace her with a qualified teacher. Ironically, this is a win for the community of the wealthy and 
privileged, whose children will now enormously benefit from this amazing teacher joining their private school. 

How can public schools fight to retain their teachers, if we are taking massive pay cuts to work for the Hawai’i 
DOE? The disparity in pay is especially striking for more experienced teachers – teachers that our children 
desperately need.

Our public schools are facing a crisis. Unless we create a working source of funding for our schools, we will see a 
revolving door of under-qualified educators replacing our highly effective teachers. Teacher will keep leaving to 
pursue opportunities that will allow them and their families to afford to live in Hawaii. 

And, ultimately, if the state cannot pick up the tab, all of our kids will pay in a currency that can never be matched 
in dollars.

Michal Nowicki

Mathematics Teacher and Department Chair 
University Laboratory School 
808-721-0657
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JUDtestimony

From: Theresa HABERSTROH <kevlar_h@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 2:00 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Theresa Haberstroh. I am a teacher from Haiku Elementary School on Maui. I am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts, physical education, and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for
students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because teaching should not be a philanthropic,
second income job. Teachers should be compensated fairly for the amazingly difficult work they
do.  Fortunately, I am able to teach because of my family's dual income status.  However, if I were a
single person trying to make it alone on my salary, not to mention being a mother of two children,
there is no way I could make it with teaching as my only job.
The teacher turnover as well as the "I've had it" retirement of long time educators is very concerning
to me and most others in our profession.  Please, come spend a day in the lives of the school
children, the school environment, and with teachers to see all the kinds of things we do to keep our
day running as smoothly as possible despite all the hurdles and obstacles that come our way.
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.
Mahalo for your support and consideration.
Sincerely,
Theresa A. Haberstroh
Maui Island, Haiku Elementary School



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:05 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: john.from.stl@alumni.stanford.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

John Maurer Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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JUDtestimony

From: Catherine Silva <catherinesilva91@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 10:08 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Catherine Silva. I am a teacher from the Leeward District  on Oahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole chi ld education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our keiki deserve MORE. They deserve

more than burnt out teachers, struggling to make ends meet, who are spending more time at a

second job than focusing on lesson planning and how to best meet their students' needs. Our keiki

deserve classrooms that don't smell like mold and mildew and are infested with termites . It is our

kuleana to show Hawaii's keiki that they deserve more; because right now we are failing them.

Catherine Silva, Leeward District, Oahu



House Judiciary Committee
RE: SB 683 and SB 686
3/22/17

Chari Nishimoto and members of the House Judiciary Committee:

I am Marcia Linville speaking in support of SB 683 and SB 686, as the Education Caucus DPH, SCC
member.

The DOE has long been underfunded in both libraries and Schools.  Results of that underfunding in
limitations in both services and personnel have had profound adverse impacts on the children and the
economy of the state.  Hawaii schools presently lack approximately 1600 qualified teachers. 70 % of
children on the big island have never had a formal library experience, according to testimony at the BOE.

The last available Smarter Balance test showed 53% of 4th graders incompetent in reading.  The past years
have shown many efforts in redressing these problems, but staff shortages continue, school maintainence
suffers, classrooms remain overheated and populations remain unable to access library services. There is
simply not enough money to redress these problems without seriously impacting other services of the
state. New requirements on the DOE resulting from the ESSA. Strategic Plan, and the Governors
Innovation project will require new sources of funding.

The proposals of both SB 686 and SB683 would resolve these problems. They would provide significant
addditional revenues without seriously impacting Hawaii’s working and limited income population.

I ask your support for SB 686 and SB 683 for the children and the future of the State.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this very important matter.

Marcia Linville 536-4466
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JUDtestimony

From: Michael Kline <mikekline999@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 2:13 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Testimony for: House Judiciary Committee
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION

Dear Chair Nishimoto and House Judiciary Committee Members:

Here are the facts:

There is a teacher shortage crisis. We are the lowest paid teachers in the country when you factor in the cost
of living. We have the worst teaching conditions  for teachers in the country. More than 10,000 public school
children go to school every day and don't have a qualified teacher  in their classrooms. One in seven  Special
Education teachers are not qualified. For many years, our keiki have been harmed because of these factors. It
is time to stop this!!!

I truly believe that you want Hawai'i to shine in our country for its education system and for our students to
make great gains. It is time to act! It is time to show that you really care and support our keiki, teachers and
schools.

HSTA has spent a lot of time and money to research and formulate these bills. They are based on data and
propose real solutions. It is time to trust our HSTA teachers who have helped put forth these bills, as the ones
who are in the trenches, who know our schools and know what we need.

I am a Special Education teacher with over 18 years of experience in the DOE. I have two masters degrees and
have been National Board Certified since 2003. I am currently teaching at Kilauea School on Kaua'i and have
seen the negative effects on our students. When there wasn't a Special Education teacher to hire a few years
ago, a full-time sub was hired. However, I was asked to be in charge of the 15 students' IEP's, testing,
meetings, and help the sub through out the year all in addition to being in charge of all of my Special
Education preschoolers. It was impossible to juggle it all. The sub didn't have the necessary skills to manage
her class and ultimately, all of the students were impacted negatively. This is but one example and similar
horror stories happen all of the time and it has to stop once and for all. We need to retain teachers, the best
teachers and have a qualified teacher in every class.

I ask that you pass SB683 and SB 686 and take a bold step toward improving our schools.Make us
proud!!!!!!!!!!!! Don't let us and our keiki down!!!

Mahalo.

Michael Kline
Special Education Teacher
Kilauea School, Kaua'i
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808-651-9992



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 2:55 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: frankiestapleton@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Frances K. (Frankie) 
Stapleton 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha e Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair San Buenaventura and members of 
the House Judiciary Committee. I am writing in support of SB683. Hawaii has one of the 
lowest real property tax rates in the nation and sadly, one of the lowest funded public 
education systems. I appreciate that this bill is aimed at real property tax investors 
rather than Hawaii's homeowners. Not only will funds generated by the passing of this 
bill help Hawaii's statewide public education system but give some sorely needed return 
from Honolulu's high-end out-of-state real property speculators who continue to drive 
the cost of housing in Hawaii out of reach of the local population. Please pass SB683, 
and SB686! With regards, Frankie Stapleton, DPH Dist. 4 Chair, PO Box 2094, Pahoa, 
HI 96778 and a 47 year resident of the state of Hawai'i  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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JUDtestimony

From: Gerald Soneda <gsoneda@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 3:01 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Cc: Debbie Heyler; Vera Arita; Cindy Lee Loy
Subject: Bills 683 and 686

I support the bills
My two daughters are teachers for DOE
One retired end of 2016

Eileen Soneda
95-1050 Makaikai St
9F
Mililani, Hi 96789

Sent from my iPhone



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 3:19 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: mendezj@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:47 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: dylanarm@hawaii.edu 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Dylan P. Armstrong Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee, I write in support 
of S.B.686. We must fairly distribute the burden of educational expenses, which real 
estate investors have been able to avoid. This surcharge seeks to more equitably fund 
education. This is a critical time for the State of Hawaii to assert control over its future 
and recover declining revenues. We strongly need to disincentivize our housing crisis-
oriented development model. We are at a critical junction for renters and homeowners, 
who are losing their foothold in the middle class. Please, pass S.B.686! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 4:46 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: robert.carroll@mauicounty.us 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB686 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 22, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

robert carroll Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Thank you for allowing me to testify. I OPPOSE this measure SB686 SD2 
RELATING TO EDUCATION FUND for reasons cited in testimony by Maui County 
Council Chair Mike White. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

 

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 SD1 RELATING TO EDUCATION. 

 

POSITION: STRONGLY SUPPORT 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017,  2:00 P.m. 

 

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:  

 

My name is Mireille Ellsworth, an English and Drama Teacher at Waiakea High School 

in Hilo. I would like to ask that you pass and advance SB 683 & SB 686 for increased 

funding for public education. We need to put this on the ballot and give our taxpayers the 

right to vote on this. I regret that I am unable to afford to come to Oahu to testify in 

person today, so I humbly ask that you read this testimony to understand a classroom 

teacher's perspective. 

 

Allow me to give you the reality as to how funding affects my students, especially in the 

elective classes that I teach. Waiakea High School prides itself on its Smaller Learning 

Communities framed around career academies, and I teach two sections of drama. 

However, this program is crippled in the scope of how far I can take my students in the 

performing arts. Our school of nearly 1200 students does not have a theater. We don't 

even have a "multi-purpose room" like many other schools have. The major fundraiser 

for our student activities program is our annual Variety Show, but annually, we must hire 

professional lighting and sound companies to help us set up a make-shift performance 

space in the gym. This eats into the money students could use for their extra-curricular 

activities. Our local Waiakea Lions Club donated a platform which serves as a make-shift 

stage in our cafeteria, but there is no "backstage" nor theatrical lighting available nor is 

there even a curtain.  

 

In order to teach the acting classes and put on productions, the school's head custodian 

and I jerry-rigged the only "curtain" I could afford given my budget of less than $300 the 

year we put it up in the classroom I use. We installed a cable that crosses the room about 

12 feet high, and I literally used rolls of black plastic from Home Depot which is used to 

cover floors when painting, taped the panels of plastic together with black Gorilla duct 

tape, and punched holes and used black zip ties as curtain hooks. I must train the student 

actors to stop saying lines when other actors are entering and exiting the stage because of 

the loud plastic rustling of the "curtain." We have a few theatrical stage lights, but no 

lighting board, so students sit below each light and turn it on and off using a switch on a 

power bar. If we turn on more than four stage lights simultaneously, the whole building's 

circuit breakers trip, powering down two other classrooms. In fact, our class has 

inadvertently set off the school's fire alarm when we tried to use a smoke machine for 

special effects because the room is not meant to be a theater.  

 

I have students taking acting more than one year in their high school experience, some 

even for all four years of high school. There have been amazing productions, many 
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student-written and student-directed. Autistic students have miraculously come out of 

their shell and found theater their niche in high school. Students who have disabilities 

have blossomed in this program. One example is a student with a writing disability who 

realized the importance and significance of punctuation when he heard his peers doing a 

"cold reading" of his script that he had written. He was so motivated to learn the details 

of writing mechanics after that revelation! The head of the Performing Arts Department 

at the University of Hawaii at Hilo, Jackie Pualani Johnson, has even nominated our 

humble drama program to travel to Edinburgh, Scotland to participate in the Fringe 

Festival, but I had to turn down this incredible opportunity because of a lack of funding. 

I'm almost embarrassed to bring students to such a prestigious event because my students 

do not know anything about stagecraft or building sets under our present restrictions. It is 

shameful and much less than the students deserve. 

 

This school year alone, I have spent over $400 of my own personal funds purchasing 

props and even a piece of used furniture off Craigslist because of the odd things we need 

for play productions. Two of my seniors have written and are now directing their original 

productions and need certain items to make their dream and vision come true! If you 

want to see the ultimate in student-centered learning and peers leading peers, you ought 

to visit one of my acting classes' rehearsals. It is exciting and an incredible cooperative 

and creative student-led learning experience. 

 

Personally, the lack of funding for teacher salaries has affected me and made me question 

whether or not I can stay teaching in Hawai'i. I am a very thrifty person, and as a single 

person, I cannot afford to buy a house. I have excellent credit, and the only way I have 

been able to stay teaching here is to take out personal loans and juggle credit card debt. 

Any travel to see my two kids and my granddaughter has been subsidized by other 

members of my family. In fact, I haven't been able to afford to see them for two years 

now. It's shameful that as a working professional who holds a master's degree (that DOE 

does not pay me for) at over 50 years old, I depend on family to donate mileage to be able 

to see them. At present, I own a 2003 vehicle which I can barely afford to keep on the 

road with repair and maintenance bills, and I'm $40,000 in debt just affording the basic 

necessities like food and rent. I still have student loan debt as well. I have no savings and 

struggle to help my adult kids cover their power bill once or twice a year since they are 

part of the working poor living in Los Angeles. My two sons live together and share a car 

working different shifts. I want to cry thinking about how well they did in high school, 

yet as a single parent, the cost of finishing college was prohibitive for us as a family, 

even if they only went to school one at a time.  

 

Furthermore, I have not recovered from the reduction in salary I experienced under 

Furlough Fridays. What made my situation worse was that shortly after that, I was 

diagnosed with breast cancer which forced me to go further into debt. Since my treatment 

was only available on Oahu and I live on the Big Island, I had to pay for over a month's 

worth of hotel accommodations which were not covered by my medical insurance. 

Without family in Hawaii, I got help from a friend willing to drop everything and nurse 

me on Oahu, but of course, I had to provide for her expenses. It is sad to think that 



teachers like me are only one major illness or serious accident away from financial ruin, 

even with health insurance.   

 

I have a hard time promoting college to students whose socio-economic status is the same 

or worse than mine because sadly, as much as I love teaching and feel it is the most 

rewarding profession there is, I know affording college is such a struggle. It would be 

compromising my personal integrity to encourage young people to choose teaching as a 

career choice as I myself feel I am in a dead-end job. Teaching salaries in Hawai'i not 

only do not keep up with inflation, this salary is putting me further into debt and making 

my prospects for any possibility of retiring comfortably actually impossible. There will 

be a breaking point, and if teachers' salaries remain stagnant, I will be forced to leave. 

 

Funding for education in Hawai'i is critical. This community has been polled and is 

willing to provide the types of schools our keiki deserve. It is now in the hands of our 

decision makers to follow the will of the people to keep qualified, passionate teachers in 

our classrooms and provide the support for programs that excite kids about learning and 

keep them motivated in their more challenging subjects. 

 

Thank you for your time and attention, 

 

Mireille Ellsworth, 

English and Acting Teacher, 

Waiakea High School 

Hilo, Hawai'i 

mireilleellsworth@yahoo.com 
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JUDtestimony

From: Carol Montalbano/Bushe'y <cabmontalbano@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 7:02 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: In support of SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Judiciary Committee:

My name is Carol Bushey. I am a teacher from Canoe Complex  on the serene island of Lana'i. I am
submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for

equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public

schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and

democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures

is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education

that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with

special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our students deserve the best. I am in my

18th year of teaching on Lana'i.  Housing is a dilemma for many in the state.  How could teachers

possibly stay when they are priced out of living arrangements?  I am not a mercenary, I teach

because I have a calling.  We who teach should not be taken for granted because we have an eye

toward the future via teaching our young ones--our most valuable resource.

There should be more respect shown to those who become teachers.  We appreciate the

consideration of providing us with Institute Day.  Periodically, Lana'i teachers have shared the

experience of Institute Day on Maui. One year, three of us carpooling had to decide which of our cars

was most likely to make it to the harbor.  This backdrop further illustrates the lack of personal as

well as professional resources allowed teachers.  We are not on an equal playing field with

technological resources or the training to optimize the use of such resources.

I am fully aware that there are many petitioning for monies from the budget.  I realize these

competitors have valid needs as well.  I do not envy your position in this matter.  At best I can hope
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that my words will move you to be more considerate of your teachers.  Please support us so we can

best meet the needs of our students.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo.

Carol Bushey

Canoe Complex

Lana'i
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JUDtestimony

From: Grace Tanuvasa <gtanuvasa86@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 8:31 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Strong Support for SB 683 and SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Grace A. Tanuvasa from the 1st District on Oahu. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683
and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality and
prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields
exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote
for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the
arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs, and professional
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because I am a product of a failed public school system. It
wasn't until private school college that I learned how to properly write research papers with the correct grammar
rules and sentences. And it wasn't until college that I fell in love with history and began to read textbooks with
ease. In addition, I feel that the teaching material when I was in highschool was/is very outdated and lacking in
substance. Kids aren't taught the necessary and basic knowledge to survive in today's world.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Grace A. Tanuvasa, 1st District, Oahu
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JUDtestimony

From: Deborah Bond-Upson <dbondupson@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 4:57 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony on SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Testimony Before House Committee on Judiciary
RE: SB 683 and SB 686 Relating to Education
Wednesday, March 22, 2017 @ 2pm

To: Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am Deborah Bond-Upson from Kailua, Oahu. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to
increase funding for public schools.

I have worked in education for almost 40 years and all four of my children have gone graduated from public
schools. I have seen the difference when students have qualified teachers versus students in schools that rely
on substitutes, schools with fast teacher turnover rates.

It is proved that given the complexity of the job and the diversity of the students, most teachers get to their
highest skill level at 7 years.  But in Hawaii, we have classrooms with only substitutes all year and even for
permanent teachers, the average length of tenure is 5 years.

Given our high cost of living it is clear schools would be challenged to retain teachers. But added to that our
salaries are lower than most states. The disparity grows over the career so that a longtime teacher does far better
financially in another state or another profession. Indeed, many of our teachers work more than one job in order
to make ends meet and too many of our teachers are forced to leave the profession.

Luckily many of our teachers stay in the profession because they love their jobs and know they are doing the
most important work in our society. Preparing the next generation for a world less predictable than ever is more
important than ever.

We need to have qualified teacher in every classroom.To accomplish that, we need to show respect for the
profession commensurate with the challenges and the importance to our society.

It has become clear over the past few years that improving the pay scale of public school teachers in Hawaii
requires a different mode of funding. That is why I support, and every one I know — from Parents for Public
Schools-Hawaii where I have served on the board for 6 years— and from my social and church connections.

Supporting these proposals will not only lift Hawai’i’s schools through raising the respect and compensation for
teachers, but also will bring our schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures is a vote for lower
class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and
Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with special needs.

Please support our future in Hawaii by supporting these bills to support our schools and especially the teachers
who devote their lives to our keiki.
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Mahalo nui loa,
Deborah Bond-Upson

Deborah Bond-Upson
1069 A`alapapa Drive
Kailua, Oahu
HI 96734

 Deborah Bond-Upson
 415 902 3396
deborah@learningbond.com

63%
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JUDtestimony

From: Clare Hanusz <chanusz@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 7:16 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686

Clare Hanusz

Nevzat Soguk

1128 Kaumoku Street

Honolulu, HI 96825

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Wednesday, March 22, 2017, 2 p.m.

March 22, 2017

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

We apologize for the delay in this testimony but Clare is traveling with limited access to email.

We are Clare Hanusz and Nevzat Soguk. Clare is a mother, attorney, and a Parents for Public Schools Hawaii
board member. Nevzat is a father and tenured professor at the University of Hawaii. We reside with our two
children, Ali (15) and Derya (13) in Hawaii Kai. Both of our kids attend public schools.

We strongly urge you to pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding Hawaii’s public schools.
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Our education system has been in crisis for so long that crisis has been normalized. It should not be! Overcrowded
hot classrooms, crumbling infrastructure, a lack of qualified teachers for our over-tested stressed out kids. These
quasi-third world conditions are the reality of what kids and teachers face in Hawaii’s public schools. These
issues represent the reasons that many who can choose to abandon public school education for their kids, either
from the start or later in the middle school or high school years. They take their social and economic capital and
political clout elsewhere.  That makes our challenge harder, and we need to raise our voices louder, again.

Our kids were born in Hawaii and attended Honolulu public schools until we moved to Australia for 18 months
in 2012. Exhausted and somewhat traumatized from the furlough Friday battle, we were thrilled to find ourselves
living in a place with a vibrant, healthy public education system.  Only a small perc entage of parents where we
lived in Melbourne choose private schools for their kids, where the education system was much more robustly
funded.  Teachers were paid well, respected, and happy. The opportunity to live abroad highlighted again for us
the shameful lack of resources devoted in Hawaii to our public school kids and teachers.

Every person we’ve spoken to – those with kids in public schools, or private schools, or without children, support
the idea of paying more in taxes for better schools.  The time is now- our kids have waited far too long. We owe
them better.  Supporting these bills is an important start.

Thank you for your commitment to Hawaii and our kids.

Clare Hanusz, 808-384-9682, chanusz@gmail.com

Nevzat Soguk
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JUDtestimony

From: Gerald Soneda <gsoneda@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 7:43 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Cc: Cindy Lee Loy; Debbie Heyler
Subject: Fwd: Call to action: Email testimony needed ASAP for ConAm proposal's Wednesday

House Judiciary hearing

Begin forwarded message:

From: Cynthia LeeLoy <cleeloy0@gmail.com>
Date: March 21, 2017 at 5:44:15 PM HST
To: Gerald Soneda <gsoneda@icloud.com>
Subject: Re: Call to action: Email testimony needed ASAP for ConAm proposal's Wednesday House
Judiciary hearing

I hereby support subject call to action.  Respectfully,  Cynthia lee Loy.  Request my vote be counted for ConAm
Proposal's Wednesday house judiciary hearing.
Respectfully,  Cynthia lee loy

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 21, 2017, at 2:57 PM, Gerald Soneda < gsoneda@icloud.com> wrote:

Please support those bills
Crucial to send letter today since the Legislature meets tomorrow Wednesday
Thank you

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Debra Heyler <debbie.heyler@gmail.com>
Date: March 21, 2017 at 12:03:46 AM HST
To: Vera Arita <Arita4@hawaii.rr.com>, Gerald Soneda <gsoneda@icloud.com>
Subject: Fwd: Call to action: Email testimony  ASAP for ConAm proposal's Wednesday
House Judiciary hearing

Hi Vera and Mom,

Would you consider using the letter template and submitting a letter to the legislature  stating
you support a bill that would generate more revenue by taxing those who have more than a few
homes; the revenue would go to fund schools and teachers.  Thanks,

Love,
Debs
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: HSTA <info@hsta.org>
Date: Mon, Mar 20, 2017 at 11:04 PM
Subject: Call to action: Email testimony needed ASAP for ConAm proposal's Wednesday House
Judiciary hearing
To: debbie.heyler@gmail.com

Call to action: We need your testimony for
Wednesday's House Judiciary hearing on
constitutional amendment
Aloha teachers:

Our proposed Constitutional Amendment (SB 683) to create an additional revenue source to

fund our public schools and its enabling legislation (SB 686), have passed the full Senate,

crossed over into the House, passed the Education Committee, now they will be up again in

the Judiciary Committee!!

On Wednesday, March 22, our proposed Constitutional Amendment, and its enabling
legislation, will be heard by the House Judiciary Committee (JUD).

Note: If you have submitted testimony before, just change the chair and committee names,

make sure the bill numbers are SB 683 and SB 686, and send to the appropriate email

address for this next committee.

T’
‘V0

QVQVQ
VVV

HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
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JUDtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov

Here is sample starter testimony for this Wednesday's hearing. Thank you!! (In the Senate the

bill #s are SB 683 and SB 686.)

Mitzie Higa

Hawaii State Teachers Association Government Relations

Teacher Lobbyist

Sample testimony (feel free to copy and paste, and/or revise to make your own):

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

2 p.m.

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is [INSERT NAME]. I am a teacher from  [INSERT DISTRICT]  on [INSERT
ISLAND]. I am submitting testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for

public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation

for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our

community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the

promise of a more open and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these

measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students,

whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and

services for students with special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our

hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because... [OPTIONAL: INSERT a
paragraph or two, tell your personal story or specific anecdotes about how lack of

funding affects your students, how low pay and a lack of resources are driving
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teachers out of the profession, how teachers have to hold second and third jobs, etc.

Make sure to emphasize how these situations are harmful to students.]

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help.

Mahalo.

[INSERT NAME, DISTRICT, ISLAND]

You can submit testimony on the Hawaii Capitol website  or email directly to

JUDtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov

Please submit before 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, if you are able.

Thank you!! Please share widely!!

Mahalo for your time and your collective action.

Copyright © 2017 Hawaii State Teachers Association, All rights reserved.

Mahalo for your engagement.

Our mailing address is:
Hawaii State Teachers Association
1200 Ala Kapuna Street

Honolulu, HI 96819

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list



Comments on Funding for Public Education Improvements 

 

 We must not raise additional funding for public education programs because we must 
first transform our public education system from a centralized, top-down, one-size-fits-all to a 
decentralized local school empowerment of the principal, teachers, students, parents, and 
community business leaders.  In addition, spending more money is not the primary issue as we 
spend one of the highest amounts per student in the nation and the world of developed 
countries at about $12,000 per student per year.   
 
 Primary focus must be on identifying each student's passion, strength and 
weaknesses and tailor the curriculum to better match the student's needs and not just lecture 
our students on a mass scale like on an assembly line, since our current 124-year old education 
model was conceived during the Industrial Age for training our factory assembly-line workers.  
We are currently in the technology-based Information and Knowledge Age where our students 
must be able to compete in a global technologically-driven economy.   
 
 Best education model was discussed  by William Doyle on education in Finland, 
"Finland's education system might be worth emulating," Honolulu Star-Advertiser, March 23, 
2016 and a Letter to the Editor, same subject on March 25, 2016 by Andy Jones, Language Arts 
Teacher, McCully, who wrote, "Teachers in Hawaii and across the country are gradually waking 
up to the fact that American education has been hijacked by educational corporations, with the 
help of governmental forces complicit with their agenda.  We have also become aware of 
countries where this has not happened, where educators have successfully kept businessmen 
and politicians out of the classroom.   
 
 The state Department of Education officials would do well to educate themselves on 
the dramatic divergences that have come about between American education and education in 
the top-performing countries.  Only then may we begin dismantling the corporate-backed 
'accountability regime' - a bureaucracy based on pseudoscientific conceptions of data and 
standards - that currently determines what happens in our schools."   
 
 Both William Doyle and Andy Jones provided well-written and easy-to-understand 
articles concerning why our public education system requires significant transformation out of 
the Industrial Age education model to a more competitive Information and Knowledge Age 
education model based on the latest technologies where our future leaders are expected to 
compete in a global, technologically-driven economy. 
 
 In addition, we need to transform our public education organizational structure that is 
too top-heavy with administrators and focus on our core teachers that should reduce funding for 
administrative staff and increase funding for teachers during the transformation from a 
centralized top-down, one-size-fits-all to a decentralized local school empowerment of principals 
and teachers.  
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JUDtestimony

From: Joanne Thompson <jomama007@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 11:41 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION

Aloha,

In regards to this bill.  Unless it increases pay for educators, I don't care about it.
Either the pay is increased substantially, or Hawaii will loose many educators.  While the DOE
posts jobs in several other states, says one doesn't even need a teaching degree and pays for moving costs, this
only increases the low morale and deprivation of education throughout the state.

Teachers are at the forefront and need to be paid accordingly.

Joanne Thompson
Kilauea
NBPTS (Twice)

--
"And in the end, the love you take, is equal to the love, you make"  Paul McCartney
Joanna
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JUDtestimony

From: Yahna Kawaa <yahna@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 10:23 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony for SB 683 and SB 686

Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Yahna Kawa’a. I am a teacher from the Windward District on O’ahu. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but also for the promise of a more open
and democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools, because our school will not be able to fund and
support teaching and administrative positions next year. Our school will lose a special education
teaching position and a vice-principal position. However, the work load and responsibilities remain
and must be placed on teachers and the principal, creating stressful work environment. This is
unacceptable.

Our principal has worked tirelessly to improve our school in many ways to provide educational
opportunities that enrich the lives of students by providing students with teachers trained in art, music
and physical education. These classes afford creative outlets for children and a balanced and well-
rounded educational experience, classes for which their private school peers are undoubtedly
provided without question. These three positions have created “time” within the day for teachers to
meet, review and discuss data, curriculum, field trips and share ideas. Without appropriate funding,
these positions and collaboration time would disappear – and everyone loses!

Our principal was able to secure $200 for each teacher this year, most of which went to replenishing
office and student supplies – staples, glue, rubber bands, envelopes, labels, folders, expo pens,
construction paper and play sand. I also needed a lockable filing cabinet for confidential files, but did
not have enough money for that. I found a rusty one on Craigslist for $10, but ended up with a
second-hand one from my colleague. The bottom drawer sticks, making a racket when I open it, but
my roommates are so nice and never complain.
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I work in the Head Start program, as a special education teacher (DOE) supporting students with
disabilities in the inclusion setting. Funding for special education is so important because the student
population is very needy. Money not only pays for teachers, but materials, and special education
support positions and services (e.g., assistants, therapists) for children who need it most. However,
the remaining students in our classroom (Head Start only) come from low-income families. Parents
are struggling which creates a stressful home environment for children. As a result, Head Start and
the Department of Education provide educational opportunities and supports for children and their
families - those who need it most. Aren’t they worth every penny?

Fortunately, there are alternatives to a lack of financial support. A dear friend and colleague at
Waimanalo Elementary introduced me to DonorsChoose, an online site that connects teachers with
donors interested in funding classroom projects. Through the site (and the generous support 4
donors, of a former parent, colleague, high school classmate and retired teacher who lived in Hawaii),
we now have 2 new Silver Rider tricycles. The total cost was $402.28. This exceeded my bud get. The
children love riding the bikes because our campus is relatively flat. Each day, children rush to add
their names to the sign-up sheet and wait for a turn, which as we know, for preschoolers, is a
challenge. There are usually 7-10 names on the list and with the limits on time many don’t have a
chance to ride, resulting in tears, frowns and long faces. With appropriate funding, we can build our
fleet to 18 tricycles so the children can ride to and from breakfast and lunch everyday thereby
supporting their physical development and emotional well-being. With your kokua, our schools will
receive much needed financial support.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo.

Aloha,

Yahna Kawa’a, Windward District, O’ahu

_________________
Yahna Kawa'a, M.A., M.Ed.
Special education teacher
Maunawili Elementary
266-7831
yahna_kawaa@notes.k12.hi.us

Support Ms. Kawaa's classroom at DonorsChoose

"Play gives children a chance to practice what they are learning.” - Fred Rogers
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JUDtestimony

From: Sandra Yoshikawa <sasctyo@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 11:24 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: SB 683, SB 686

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE: SB 683 and SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017

Dear Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

My name is Sandra Yoshikawa.  I am a teacher from South Kona on Hawai'i island. I am submitting
testimony in support of SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation for
equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our community’s public
schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and
democratic society.

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’ s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these measures
is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, whole child education
that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, providing resources and services for students with
special needs, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

We need additional funding for our public schools because lack of sufficient resources are impacting
our children's lives. Lower class sizes will improve learning for all students, along with providing
education in the arts, physical education, foreign languages and Hawaiian Studies. Low pay has
forced me to take a part time job after school  along with hundreds of other teachers holding second
and sometimes third jobs just to make ends meet. These situations are not in the best interest of our
children and not in the best interests for our teachers.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. We need your help. Mahalo!

Sincerely,

Sandra Yoshikawa

South Kona District, Hawai'i Island
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