
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Judiciary, State of Hawai‘i  
 

Testimony to the House Committee on Public Safety 
Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair 

Representative Matthew LoPresti, Vice Chair 
 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 312 

 
by 

Sidney Nakamoto 
Probation Administrator, First Circuit 

 
Bill No. and Title:  House Concurrent Resolution No. 157, Relating to Correctional Justice Task 
Force; Judiciary; Recidivism; Inmate Population. 
 
Purpose:   Requesting that the Correctional Justice Task Force continue its study of effective 
incarceration policies to reduce the inmate population, lower recidivism, and improve Hawaii’s 
correctional system. 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 
 The Judiciary is in strong support of HCR 157 which will allow the Correctional Task 
Force created by House Concurrent Resolution No. 85, S.D.1 to continue its work in seeking 
improvements regarding Hawaii’s incarceration policies, correctional system, and the design of 
future correctional facilities. 
 
 While the Correctional Justice Task Force is set to dissolve after 2017, as a member of 
the Correctional Task Force, we have made progress in our efforts in creating a better system, yet 
we have much work left to do. The Correctional Task Force will need more time to effectively 
seek viable solutions in recommending an improved correctional system that will benefit all.  

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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"An Equal Opportunity Employer/Agency" 

TESTIMONY ON HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 157 
REQUESTING THE CORRECTIONAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE TO CONTINUE 
ITS STUDY OF EFFECTIVE INCARCERATION POLICIES TO REDUCE THE 

INMATE POPULATION, LOWER RECIDIVISM, AND IMPROVE  
HAWAII’S CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM.  

by 
Nolan P. Espinda, Director 

Department of Public Safety 

 
House Committee on Public Safety 

 Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair  
Representative Matthew S. LoPresti, Vice Chair 

 
Thursday, March 23, 2017; 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 312  

 

Chair Takayama, Vice Chair LoPresti, and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) supports House Concurrent 

Resolution (HCR) 157, which requests the continuation of the work of the 

Correctional Justice Task Force to study effective incarceration policies in order to 

reduce inmate population, lower recidivism, and improve Hawaii’s correctional 

system. 

PSD appreciates that the Task Force is working towards the same important 

goals and objectives embraced by the Department and looks forward to its 

considered recommendations to assist in improving Hawaii’s correctional system. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 
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No.

TESTIMONY ON HCR 157
RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY

By
Edmund "FRED" Hyun

Interim Chair
Hawaii Paroling Authority

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair

Representative Matthew S. Lopresti, Vice Chair

Thursday, March 23, 2017- 10:00 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 312

Chair Takayama, Vice Chair LoPresti, and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii Paroling Authority (HPA) is in strong support of House Concurrent
Resolution 157. This bill will allow the Correctional Justice Task Force to continue the
study of effective incarceration policies to reduce the inmate population, lower
recidivism, and improve Hawaii's correctional system. An improved prison system will
allow inmates to work their way through the system by participating in appropriate
programming which will give them the necessary skills/tools for successful reintegration
back into the community and become law abiding citizens.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HCR 157.
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+RXVH &RPPLWWHH�RQ�3XEOLF�6DIHW\

0DUFK��������� ������D�P� 5RRP����

7KH 2IILFH�RI�+DZDLLDQ�$IIDLUV��2+$� %HQHILFLDU\�$GYRFDF\�DQG�(PSRZHUPHQW�
&RPPLWWHH ZLOO�UHFRPPHQG�WKDW�WKH�%RDUG�RI�7UXVWHHV�6833257 +&5���� 7KLV�
UHVROXWLRQ ZRXOG�DOORZ WKH &RUUHFWLRQDO�-XVWLFH�7DVN�)RUFH WR�FRQWLQXH LWV�HIIRUWV WR�
XQGHUVWDQG��DQDO\]H��DQG�PDNH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�+DZDLµLªV�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�SROLFLHV�DQG�
FRUUHFWLRQDO�V\VWHP��WR�XOWLPDWHO\�UHGXFH�WKH�JURZLQJ�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�EXUGHQV�RI�RXU�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�

'HFDGHV�RI�IROORZLQJ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�DSSURDFK�KDYH QRZ OHG�WR�WKH�
KLJKHVW�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ +DZDLދLªV�KLVWRU\� 7KH�UDSLG�JURZWK�RI�RXU�LQFDUFHUDWHG�
SRSXODWLRQ GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�IRUW\�\HDUV� VWURQJO\�FRXQVHOV�WKH�UHH[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�RXU�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�SROLFLHV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�FULPLQDO�OLDELOLW\��SULVRQHU�
UHKDELOLWDWLRQ��DQG�UHLQWHJUDWLRQ� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ� WKH�RYHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV�
LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LQGLFDWHV WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI ODUJHU�V\VWHPLF�LVVXHV��VXFK�DV�
LPSOLFLW�ELDV�DQG�GLVSDUDWH�WUHDWPHQW�LQ�LQWHUDFWLRQV�IURP�DUUHVW��WR�DGMXGLFDWLRQ��WR�ILQDO�
UHOHDVH��

7KH�&RUUHFWLRQDO�-XVWLFH 7DVN�)RUFH LV�FXUUHQWO\�VLIWLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�PDQ\ V\VWHPLF�
LVVXHV�LQ�RXU�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP WKDW�PD\�EH�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�LWV�JURZLQJ�VRFLDO�DQG�

� 7KH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQ�+DZDLދL�LQFUHDVHG�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�����SHUFHQW�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
������DQG�E\�������SHUFHQW�EHWZHHQ������DQG�WKH�SUHVHQW���2)),&(�2)�+$:$,,$1�$))$,56� 7+(�',63$5$7(�
75($70(17�2)�1$7,9(�+$:$,,$16�,1�7+(�&5,0,1$/�-867,&(�6<67(0 �� �������
KWWS���ZZZ�MXVWLFHSROLF\�RUJ�XSORDGV�MXVWLFHSROLF\�GRFXPHQWV���Ą
��BH[VBGLVSDUDWHWUHDWPHQWRIQDWLYHKDZDLLDQVBUGĄDF�SGI����7KH�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�KDV�EHHQ�
SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSDFWHG�E\�WKLV�LQFUHDVH��PDNLQJ�XS����SHUFHQW�RI�RXU�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�WRGD\� ,Q�FRQWUDVW��
1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV�UHSUHVHQW�RQO\�����RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�LQ�+DZDLދL� ,G� DW����
� 2+$ªV������VWXG\�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�RQ�1DWLYH�
+DZDLLDQV�DFFXPXODWHV�DW�HYHU\�VWDJH� QRWLQJ�WKDW�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV�PDGH�XS�§���SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�
SRSXODWLRQ��EXW����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�DUUHVWV�����SHUFHQW�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�SUHWULDO�GHWHQWLRQ�����SHUFHQW�RI�SHRSOH�
VHQWHQFHG�WR�SUREDWLRQ�����SHUFHQW�DGPLWWHG�WR�SULVRQ�LQ�������>DQG@����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�
SRSXODWLRQ�̈ �0RUHRYHU��FRQWUROOLQJ�IRU�PDQ\�FRPPRQ�IDFWRUV�LQFOXGLQJ�W\SH�RI�FKDUJH��WKH�VWXG\�UHYHDOHG�
WKDW�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�IRXQG�JXLOW\��UHFHLYH�D�SULVRQ�VHQWHQFH��DQG�UHFHLYH�D�ORQJHU�
SULVRQ�VHQWHQFH�RU�SUREDWLRQ WHUP WKDQ�PRVW�RWKHU�HWKQLF�JURXSV� ,G� DW���Ą���

OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

l The number of people incarcerated in Hawai‘i increased by more than 900 percent between 1977 and
2008, and by 1,400 percent between 1977 and the present. OEE|cE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS, THE DISPARATE
TREATMENT or NATIVE HAWAIIANS IN THE CRIMINAL JusT|cE SYSTEM 17 (2010),
http://www.justicepolicy.org/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/10-
09 e><s disparatetreatmentofnativehawaiians rd-ac.pdf. The Native Hawaiian community has been
particularly impacted by this increase, making up 40 percent of our prison population today. In contrast,
Native Hawaiians represent only 24% of the general public in Hawai‘i. Id. at 36.
2 OH/\’s 201 0 study found that the disproportionate impact of the criminal justice system on Native
Hawaiians accumulates at every stage, noting that Native Hawaiians made up ”24 percent of the general
population, but 27 percent of all arrests, 33 percent of people in pretrial detention, 29 percent of people
sentenced to probation, 36 percent admitted to prison in 2009, [and] 39 percent of the incarcerated
population.” Moreover, controlling for many common factors including type of charge, the study revealed
that Native Hawaiians were more likely to be found guilty, receive a prison sentence, and receive a longer
prison sentence or probation term than most other ethnic groups. Id. at 28-38.
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HFRQRPLF�FRVWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�LWV�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQ�
FRPPXQLW\���*LYHQ�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV��WKH�7DVN�)RUFH VKRXOG�EH�DIIRUGHG�WKH�
QHFHVVDU\�WLPH�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�WR�FDUU\�RXW LWV�ZRUN��DV�ZHOO�DV�H[SORUH�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�EHQHILWV�
RI QHZ�DQG�SURJUHVVLYH FRUUHFWLRQDO�DQG FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�DSSURDFKHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV RI�WKH�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQ�-XVWLFH�7DVN�)RUFH� %\�DOORZLQJ�WKH�7DVN�)RUFH�
WR�FRQWLQXH�LWV�ZRUN��WKLV�UHVROXWLRQ�PD\�EH�FULWLFDO�WR�WKH�IXUWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI PXFKĄ
QHHGHG�DQG�ORQJĄDZDLWHG�VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�UHGXFLQJ WKH�6WDWHªV LQFDUFHUDWHG�SRSXODWLRQ��
UHGXFLQJ FRUUHFWLRQV�FRVWV��DQG�SURDFWLYHO\�LQYHVWLQJ LQ�SXEOLF�VDIHW\�DQG�UHFLGLYLVP�
UHGXFWLRQ�LQLWLDWLYHV��

,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�DERYH��2+$�XUJHV�WKH�&RPPLWWHH WR�3$66 +&5�����0DKDOR�QXL IRU�
WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WHVWLI\�RQ�WKLV LPSRUWDQW�PHDVXUH�
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HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/17/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Charlotte A. Carter-

Yamauchi 
Legislative Reference 

Bureau Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: Charlotte A. Carter-Yamauchi Director Legislative Reference Bureau State Capitol, Room 
446 Honolulu, HI 96813 (808) 587-0666 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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&ULPH�9LFWLP�&RPSHQVDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ

+RXVH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�3XEOLF�6DIHW\
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�*UHJJ�7DND\DPD��&KDLU

5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�0DWWKHZ�6��/R3UHVWL� 9LFH�&KDLU�
7KXUVGD\��0DUFK�����������������$0
6WDWH�&DSLWRO��&RQIHUHQFH�5RRP����

&KDLU�7DND\DPD��9LFH�&KDLU�/R3UHVWL��DQG�0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�+RXVH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�3XEOLF�6DIHW\��
7KDQN�\RX�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�WKH�&ULPH�9LFWLP�&RPSHQVDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��³&RPPLVVLRQ´��ZLWK�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WHVWLI\�EHIRUH�\RX�WRGD\���7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ�VXSSRUWV WKLV�UHVROXWLRQ ZLWK�
DPHQGPHQW WR�DGG UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�YLFWLP�DGYRFDF\�JURXSV�WR�WKH�WDVN�IRUFH� :KHQ�
GHYHORSLQJ�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�SROLFLHV��WKH�QHHGV�RI�YLFWLPV�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ DQG�
VSHFLDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�PXVW�EH�DGGUHVVHG�UHJDUGLQJ�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW��GRPHVWLF�
YLROHQFH��DQG�GULYLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�LQIOXHQFH���,I�YLFWLP�DGYRFDWHV�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�VHDW�DW�WKH�WDEOH��WKH�
OHJLVODWXUH�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�FRQILGHQFH�WKDW�WKH�ILQDO�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�WDVN�IRUFH�DGHTXDWHO\�
DGGUHVV�WKH�FRQFHUQV�RI�FULPH�YLFWLPV�DQG�VXUYLYRUV��RU�WKDW�WKH�ILQDO�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�
WDVN�IRUFH�DOVR�DGHTXDWHO\�DGGUHVVHV�SXEOLF�VDIHW\���
7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������WR�PLWLJDWH�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�ILQDQFLDO�LPSDFW�
H[SHULHQFHG�E\ YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQW�FULPH�E\�SURYLGLQJ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�WR�SD\�XQ�UHLPEXUVHG�FULPH�
UHODWHG�H[SHQVHV���0DQ\�YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQW�FULPH�FRXOG�QRW�DIIRUG�WR�SD\�WKHLU�PHGLFDO�ELOOV��
UHFHLYH�QHHGHG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�RU�UHKDELOLWDWLYH�VHUYLFHV��RU�EXU\�D�ORYHG�RQH�LI�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZHUH�
QRW�DYDLODEOH���
,Q�������*RYHUQRU�$EHUFURPELH�DSSRLQWHG�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�-XVWLFH�
5HLQYHVWPHQW�,QLWLDWLYH��-5,��:RUNLQJ�*URXS��7KH�-5,�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�ZDV�FRPSULVHG�RI�OHDGLQJ�
VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�RIILFLDOV�ZKR�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�6WDWH�*RYHUQPHQWV�-XVWLFH�&HQWHU�LQ�
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SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�3HZ�&HQWHU�RQ�WKH�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH¶V�%XUHDX�
RI�-XVWLFH�$VVLVWDQFH��WR�GHYHORS�D�SROLF\�IUDPHZRUN�WR�DGGUHVV�LGHQWLILHG�DUHDV�RI�FRQFHUQ�ZLWKLQ�
+DZDLCL¶V�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�DQG WR�GHYHORS�GDWD�GULYHQ��FRQVHQVXV�EDVHG�SROLF\�RSWLRQV�
GHVLJQHG�WR�UHGXFH�FRUUHFWLRQV�VSHQGLQJ�DQG�LQFUHDVH�SXEOLF�VDIHW\���3DUW�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�UROH�DV�
D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�-5,�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�ZDV�WR�HQJDJH�FULPH�YLFWLPV��VXUYLYRUV��DQG�YLFWLP�VHUYLFH
SURYLGHUV�DQG�DGYRFDWHV�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�NH\�LVVXHV�DQG�FRQFHUQV�VSHFLILF�WR�WKH�-5,�LQLWLDWLYH��7KH�
:RUNLQJ�*URXS¶V�SROLF\�IUDPHZRUN�EHFDPH�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�-5,�OHJLVODWLRQ���
7KH�-5,�$FW�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�GHVLJQHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�SXEOLF�VDIHW\�ZKLOH�UHGXFLQJ�VSHQGLQJ�RQ�FRUUHFWLRQV��
EXW�DOVR�FUHDWHG�WKH�ILUVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�YLFWLP�VHUYLFHV�FRPSRQHQW��7KH�-5,�YLFWLP�VHUYLFHV�
FRPSRQHQW�PDGH�YLFWLPV¶�QHHGV�DQG�RIIHQGHU�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�NH\�SDUWV�RI�WKH�-5,�$FW��7KH�-5,�YLFWLP�
VHUYLFHV�FRPSRQHQW�KDV�VLQFH�EHFRPH�D�QDWLRQDO�PRGHO��7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�HIIRUWV�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�
SDVVDJH�RI�WKH�-5,�YLFWLP�VHUYLFHV�FRPSRQHQW��ZDV�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH¶V�2IILFH�
IRU�9LFWLPV�RI�&ULPH��&ULPH�9LFWLP�)LQDQFLDO�5HVWRUDWLRQ�$ZDUG�LQ�$SULO������IURP�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�(ULF�+ROGHU���7KH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKH�-5,�OHJLVODWLRQ�FRQWDLQHG�SURYLVLRQV�WKDW�
DGGUHVVHG�WKH�LVVXHV�DQG�FRQFHUQV�RI�FULPH�YLFWLPV�LV�EHFDXVH�FULPH�YLFWLPV ZHUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�RQ�WKH�
-5,�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�WKDW�GHYHORSHG�WKH�-5,�OHJLVODWLRQ���
+&5���� VHHNV�WR�FUHDWH�D�WDVN�IRUFH WKDW�ZRXOG�GHYHORS�SROLFLHV�IRFXVHG�RQ�UHGXFLQJ
FRUUHFWLRQDO�VSHQGLQJ��DOOHYLDWLQJ LQPDWH�RYHUFURZGLQJ�DW�FRUUHFWLRQDO�IDFLOLWLHV��ORZHULQJ
UHFLGLYLVP��DQG�DGGUHVVLQJ RWKHU�FKDOOHQJHV���,Q�GHYHORSLQJ�WKHVH�SROLFHV��WKH�QHHGV�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�
WKH�FULPH�YLFWLPV�DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ���6SHFLDO�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�DOVR�PXVW�EH�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�VH[XDO�DVVDXOWV�
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��DQG�IDWDOLWLHV�LQYROYLQJ�GULYLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�LQIOXHQFH���7KH�DGYRFDF\�JURXSV�IRU�
WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�WKHVH FULPHV�KDYH�WKH�VSHFLDOL]HG�NQRZOHGJH�QHFHVVDU\�WR DGHTXDWHO\�DGGUHVV�WKH�
VSHFLDOL]HG�WUHDWPHQW�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�QHHGV�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�WKHVH�SDUWLFXODU�FULPHV DQG�WKH�
VDIHW\�LVVXHV�RI�FULPH�YLFWLPV DQG�VXUYLYRUV�
7KDQN�\RX�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WHVWLI\�LQ�VXSSRUW RI +RXVH
&RQFXUUHQW�5HVROXWLRQ�����ZLWK�DPHQGPHQW�WR�DGG YLFWLP�DGYRFDF\�JURXSV�WR�WKH�WDVN�IRUFH�
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Monday, March 20, 2017 2:08 PMTo: pbstestimonyCc: dabitbol@chowproject.orgSubject: *Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM*

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Heather Lusk The CHOW Project Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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lopresti2 - Isabella
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 5:52 PMTo: pbstestimonyCc: maddcarol@aol.comSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/22/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Carol McNamee MADD Hawaii Support No 

 
 
Comments: MADD Hawaii supports this resolution but believes that representatives of victim 
agencies and organizations should be included on the Task Force. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

lopresti2
Late
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 2:29 PMTo: pbstestimonyCc: toyamaj001@hawaii.rr.comSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Jimmy Toyama Mindful Hawaii Support No 

 
 
Comments: Mr. Chairman and Committee Members: We support HCR 157 which extends the life of 
the Correctional Justice Task Force. At a time when significant transitions are occurring in the 
Correctional System, it would be a prudent move to extend the work of the Task Force so that it may 
continue to provide important insights into the occurring transitions and recommendations for 
changes in the system. We welcome the opportunity to provide supportive testimony on HCR 157. 
Jimmy Toyam President, Mindful Hawaii 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY 
Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair 

Representative Matt LoPresti, Vice Chair 
 
DATE: Thursday, March 23, 2017 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: Conference Room 312 
 
Dear Honorable Committee Members, 
 
Strong support for HCR 157: REQUESTING THAT THE CORRECTIONAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
CONTINUE ITS STUDY OF EFFECTIVE INCARCERATION POLICIES TO REDUCE THE INMATE 
POPULATION, LOWER RECIDIVISM, AND IMPROVE HAWAII'S CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM.  
 
We strongly support this measure to continue the task force’s work to improve our approximately $250 million a 
year corrections system that results in repeat crime and prison over crowding, which endangers and harms our 
state and community.  
 
The task force is carefully studying our corrections problems and making recommendations that are vital when 
this legislature is considering a massive investment of public resources for new prison construction.  
 
We need unbiased consideration and research into what is in our state’s best interests regarding corrections.  
 
Legislative lobbyists paid by private prison corporations, advocate for benefits and profits for private prison 
companies, which conflict with the best interests for our community. Using public funds for corrections takes 
resources away from education, health and housing needed for our community. We need this task force to 
consider what is in the community’s interests without being influenced by private profit interests. 
 
Please support this measure and continue the work to find solutions to our terrible corrections problems. 
 
Please call (808) 218-3712 or email lorenn@hawaiifriends.org for comments or questions about our testimony 
supporting this resolution. 
 
Mahalo for your time and public service. Lorenn Walker, JD, MPH, Hawai’i Friends, executive director. 
 
 

HAWAYI ' RESTORATIVEFRIENDS ‘ JUSTICE
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lopresti1 - Randy
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Monday, March 20, 2017 10:50 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: dkapua@gmail.comSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/20/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I SUPPORT HCR 157 REQUESTING THAT THE CORRECTIONAL JUSTICE TASK 
FORCE CONTINUE ITS STUDY OF EFFECTIVE INCARCERATION POLICIES TO REDUCE THE 
INMATE POPULATION, LOWER RECIDIVISM, AND IMPROVE HAWAII'S CORRECTIONAL 
SYSTEM. Please PASS HCR 157 OUT OF YOUR COMMITTEE, mahalo. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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March 20, 2017

Chair Gregg Takayama
CommiTTee on Public SaTeTy
Regarding: HCR 157

WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY

Dear Chair Takayama & CommiTTee Members,

My name is Michael Broderick and l was The Chair of The NaTive Hawaiian Criminal
Jusiice Task Force charged wiTh making findings and developing recommendaTions To
address The disproporTionaTe number of NaTive Hawaiians in prison. Conseauenfly, l
sTrongly supporT, and have greaT inTeresT in, The work of The Correciional Jusiice Task
Force, creaTed by HCR No. 85, S.D. 1 (2016).

HCR No.85 has a very broad mandaTe, and The Task Force has very liTTle Time leTT To
compleie iTs work. A draTT of The Task Force's final reporT and supporTing maTerials
musl be submiTTed To The LegislaTive Reference Bureau before AugusT T, 2017. HCR
T57 would exTend The life of The Task Force for anoTher year so Tha’i The Task Force can
submiT an addiiional reporT, recommendalions and proposed legislaTion on issues The
Task Force does nol have Time To address in iTs 2018 reporT.

I sTrongly supporl HCR 157.

Thank you.

%r<4/@§,,éoV
Michael Broderick

YMCA OF HONOLULU
1441 Pall Highway Honolulu Hi 96813 I LANCE WILHELM, Chairman, Board of Directors, _ _ _ _ a J
P 808 531 YMCA F 808 533 1286 www.ymcahono|u|u.org MICHAEL F. BRODERICK, President & Chief Executive Officer mhmiw" _



1

lopresti1 - Randy
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 11:48 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: mhaiaiii@hawaii.rr.comSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/21/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Moses Haia Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha mai kakou. I fully support the intent and purpose of HR 157 to provide additional 
time for the HCR 85 Task Force to complete it's very important kuleana. The work of this Task Force 
is of significant importance to all residents of the State of Hawaii. We must ensure that we are doing 
all we can in the name of justice. Mahalo nui for this opportunity to stand in strong support of HR 157. 
Moses Haia 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



TESTIMONY ON HCR 157 REQUESTING THAT THE CORRECTIONAL JUSTICE TASK 

FORCE CONTINUE ITS STUDY OF EFFECTIVE INCARCERATION POLICIES TO REDUCE 

THE INMATE POPULATION, LOWER RECIDIVISM, AND IMPROVE HAWAII'S 

CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM. 

 

March 23, 2017                                          10:00 am                                      Conference Rm. 312 

                                        

 

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice-Chair LoPresti, and members of the House Committee on Public Safety,  

 

My name is Anna Mayes.   I am an organizing member of the Holomua Puˈuhonua working 

group formed at the urging of the Governor of the State of Hawai’i, David Y. Ige. I am also the 

Project Manager for E Hoˈokanaka, the training project for Holomua Puˈuhonua.  I am here 

today to support HCR 157 urging the state to allow the Correctional Justice Task Force to 

continue its study with an amendment to include a Native Hawaiian Wellness subcommittee. 

 

Members, for the record, in July of 2015, I was invited to join a group of Native and non-Native 

Hawaiian individuals, prison reform advocates, service providers, retired State corrections’ 

officers, Hawaiian cultural practitioners, and ex-offenders who referred to their collective effort 

as “Holomua Puˈuhonua” and came together twice monthly under the leadership of the late 

Renwick “Uncle Joe” Tassill, to discuss, research, and inform on a plausible and strategic plan 

for the coordination of a statewide effort to bring the concept and practice of puˈuhonua (a 

Native Hawaiian wellness system) to reality as stipulated in Act 117, Session Laws of Hawaiˈi 
2012.   

 

As part of the continued momentum set most recently with the study conducted by the Office of 

Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) in 2010 now archived as “The Disparate Treatment of Native 

Hawaiians in the Criminal Justice System,” and the subsequent list of comprehensive 

recommendations submitted in a report by the Native Hawaiian Justice Task Force in 2012, 

Holomua Puˈuhonua has been able to secure a grant from the Administration of Native 

Americans (ANA) to launch the “E Hoˈokanaka (be a person of worth) Project” in October of 

2016. Through this opportunity, we are currently developing a pilot curriculum to address the 

immediate need of assisting paˈahao (inmates) and transitioning paˈahao with reentry, 

rehabilitation and rebirth. As part of our strategic plan, we are actively engaged with community 

stakeholders on the islands of Hawaiˈi, Maui, Kauaˈi and Oˈahu to begin the more important and 

long term work of addressing the chronic unresolved grief related to the historical trauma that 

Native Hawaiians continue to express through the social ills leading to their incarceration, their 

overrepresentation, the overcrowding, and the revolving door of recidivism we are now faced 

with in the current criminal justice system. 

  

The chronic grief, historical trauma and re-wounding that Native Hawaiians, and particularly 

Native Hawaiian pa’ahao, experience are health and wellness issues related to the sudden and 

massive loss of life, land and culture to post western contact and colonization that now spans 

across generations.  These significant and well documented health and wellness issues are more 

reasonably addressed and resolved through the many, unjustly invalidated and legally 

unrecognized, science-based remedies already being practiced and prescribed in our 

communities that reconnect Native Hawaiians to their root culture, values, principles and 

practices. Without the time, support, sources and resources to respond with a strategic and well 

concerted culturally responsive plan such as the one Holomua Pu’uhonua has been working on 



since July of 2015 to coordinate a Native Hawaiian wellness system, we will fail again to address 

this issue not only rightly, but correctly for the generations that follow.  

 

As a member of Holomua Pu’uhonua, and the Project Manager of the E Ho’okanaka 

Project, I will support HCR 157 requesting the continuance of study performed by the 

Correctional Justice Task Force with an amendment to include a Native Hawaiian 

Wellness sub-committee comprised of a member from Holomua Pu’uhonua to chair, 

identify and invite Native Hawaiian practitioners in the community to advise on the 

appropriate remedies that address the chronic grief, historical trauma, and now, the re-

wounding that we are faced with as Native Hawaiians encounter and are impacted as they 

go through our current criminal justice system.   

 

Mahalo for allowing me to share this testimony with the Committee.    
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lopresti1 - Randy
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 8:37 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: perk@hawaii.eduSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/22/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Robert Perkinson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am a professor at UH and a specialist in criminal justice policy. I have just read through 
the task force's interim report. It is excellent. I've read similar reports from several other states; this is 
one of the best. The task force's work is enormously promising. It has the potential to outline a 
roadmap to cut costs, foster innovation, and enhance public safety. I hope they have more time and 
resources to continue their work.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



1

lopresti1 - Randy
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 11:28 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: barbarapolk@hawaiiantel.netSubject: *Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM*

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/22/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Barbara Polk Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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lopresti1 - Randy
From: E. Funakoshi <maukalani78@hotmail.com>Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 2:48 PMTo: pbstestimonySubject: HCR 157

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair Rep. Matt S. LoPresti, Vice Chair Heaaring Date:  Mar. 23, 2017 Time:  10:00 am Room 312  HCR 157  Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair LoPresti and Committee Members:  I am E. Ileina Funakoshi of Pearl City writing in STRONG SUPPORT of HCR 157 to extend the work of the Task Force, HCR 85.  The work that the Task Force is performing to the study of effective incarceration policies to reduce the inmate population, lower recidivism, and improve Hawaii's correctional system is very vital in reducing the cost of incarceration, and saving valuable time of the Legislators and staff to perform the kind of study the Task Force is performing.  Therefore, I humbly ask the Public Safety Committee to approve the extend the work of the HCR 85 task force to give them time to gather information from national and international operations of incarceration/judicial system.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony.  Aloha and Mahalo, e. ileina funakoshi  
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lopresti1 - Randy
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 4:57 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: kamakane73@gmail.comSubject: *Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM*

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/22/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Kama Hopkins Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



	
	

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2017 
 

Public Hearing on HCR 157 

March 23, 2017 

 Good Morning, my name is Sophie Amanda Gralapp.  I apologize that I am 
unable to make it to this hearing in person, but I wanted to voice my strong support for 
the continuation of the HCR 85 Task Force in order to continue its study of effective 
incarceration policies to reduce the inmate population, lower recidivism, and improve 
Hawaii’s correctional system.  I am a concerned citizen that is also a doctoral candidate 
attending the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa in the field of community and cultural 
psychology, which seeks to solve problems faced by marginalized populations at a 
systemic level.   

 My research focus is the individual-, family-, and community-level impacts of 
incarceration.  Years of research and experience have informed my opinion that we – 
statewide and nationally – have a correctional system that is in dire need of new solutions 
focused on: (1) prevention - diverting individuals away from incarceration; (2) 
maintenance - taking better care of individuals who are currently incarcerated and will 
soon return to our communities; and (3) major systemic changes – e.g., lowering bail for 
individuals who can’t afford it, early release of low level class C felons, better quality of 
physical correctional facilities, more programming in jails and prisons aimed at 
improving successful reentry for inmates, supportive services for families of inmates 
while inmate is under correctional control, alternatives to incarceration (and better quality 
of care) for individuals suffering from physical and mental illness, and lowering 
stigmatization of offenders and their families, to name a few. 

 I believe that the HCR 85 Task Force takes a step forward to ensure the future 
health and safety of all of the inhabitants of our islands; incarceration casts a long 
shadow and we are all affected by it.  Please continue the HCR 85 Task Force so that we, 
as a community, can continue to work together to come up with positive solutions to the 
many problems associated with our corrections system.  I am happy to participate and 
assist in any way that I can. 

Thank you for your time.  
 
All the Best, 
Sophie Amanda Gralapp 
3117 Hunter St. 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
Email: gralapp@hawaii.edu 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Thursday, March 23, 2017 4:58 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: rkailianu57@gmail.comSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/23/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Rachel L. Kailianu Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments: Strong support!!! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

lopresti2
Late
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lopresti1 - Randy
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.govSent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 8:21 AMTo: pbstestimonyCc: mercer001@hawaii.rr.comSubject: Submitted testimony for HCR157 on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM

HCR157 
Submitted on: 3/22/2017 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 23, 2017 10:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Robert K. Merce Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am a member of the current HCR 85 Task Force which will submit a report to the 2018 
legislature, but we will not be able to address all of the issues relevant to recommending effective 
incarceration policies, reducing the Stateʻs prison population and recidivism rate, and bring 
correctional costs under control. The Task Force envisioned by HCR 157 would continue the vital 
work of the HCR 85 Task Force, and consequently i strongly support HCR 157. Thank you for 
allowing me to testify on this measure.- Bob Merce 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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