
			

	
	
	

	
Committee	on	Education	
Senator	Michelle	Kidani,	Chair	
Senator	Kaialiʻi	Kahele,	Vice	Chair	
	
April	12,	2017	
	
Dear	Chair	Kidani,	Vice	Chair	Kahele,	and	Committee	Members:	
	
This	testimony	is	submitted	in	support	for	GM774,	consideration	and	confirmation	to	the	Board	of	
Education,	Gubernatorial	Nominee,	KENNETH	UEMURA,	for	a	term	to	expire	06-30-2019.	
	
The	Hui	for	Excellence	in	Education	(HE‘E)	is	a	diverse	coalition	of	over	40	parent	and	community	
organizations,	which	promotes	a	child-centered	and	strength-based	public	education	system	in	
which	families,	communities	and	schools	are	valued	and	empowered	to	help	every	student	
succeed.	HE‘E	works	to	bring	diverse	stakeholders	together	to	harness	collective	energy,	share	
resources,	and	identify	opportunities	for	progressive	action	in	education.	Our	member	list	is	
attached.	
	
One	of	HE‘E	Coalition’s	priorities	is	influencing	policy	that	affects	public	education.	Therefore,	the	
Coalition	staff	attends	Board	of	Education	meetings	on	a	regular	basis.		HE‘E	respects	Mr.	
Uemura’s	honesty,	speaking	out	on	issues,	and	his	dedication	to	our	students.	We	also	appreciate	
the	financial	expertise	he	brings	to	the	Board.		
	
Mr.	Uemura	is	active	in	the	community,	serving	on	non-profit	boards	and	participating	in	
community	organizations.	He	is	also	a	respected	member	of	the	business	community,	holding	
executive	positions	at	prominent	firms	in	Hawaiʻi.			
	
We	encourage	the	Committee	to	approve	Mr.	Uemura’s	nomination.		
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify	and	for	your	consideration.	Our	support	represents	a	75%	
consensus	or	more	of	our	voting	membership.			
	
Sincerely,	
	
Cheri	Nakamura	
HEʻE	Coalition	Director	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



HEʻE	Members	and	Participants	

Academy	21	

After-School	All-Stars	Hawaii	

Alliance	for	Place	Based	Learning	

*Castle	Complex	Community	Council	

*Castle-Kahuku	Principal	and	CAS	

Coalition	for	Children	with	Special	Needs	

*Faith	Action	for	Community	Equity		

Fresh	Leadership	LLC	

Girl	Scouts	Hawaii	

Harold	K.L.	Castle	Foundation	

*Hawai‘i	Afterschool	Alliance		

*Hawai‘i	Appleseed	Center	for	Law	and	
Economic	Justice	

*Hawai‘i	Association	of	School	Psychologists		

Hawai‘i	Athletic	League	of	Scholars	

*Hawai‘i	Charter	School	Network	

*Hawai‘i	Children’s	Action	Network		

Hawai‘i	Nutrition	and	Physical	Activity	
Coalition		

*	Hawai‘i	State	PTSA	

Hawai‘i	State	Student	Council	

Hawai‘i	State	Teachers	Association	

Hawai‘i	P-20	

Hawai‘i	3Rs	

Head	Start	Collaboration	Office	

It’s	All	About	Kids	

*INPEACE	

Joint	Venture	Education	Forum	

Junior	Achievement	of	Hawaii	

Kamehameha	Schools		

Kanu	Hawai‘i	

*Kaua‘i	Ho‘okele	Council	

Keiki	to	Career	Kaua‘i	

Kupu	A‘e	

*Leaders	for	the	Next	Generation	

Learning	First	

McREL’s	Pacific	Center	for	Changing	the	
Odds	

*Native	Hawaiian	Education	Council	

Our	Public	School	

*Pacific	Resources	for	Education	and	
Learning	

*Parents	and	Children	Together	

*Parents	for	Public	Schools	Hawai‘i	

Punahou	School	PUEO	Program	

*Teach	for	America	

The	Learning	Coalition	

US	PACOM	

University	of	Hawai‘i	College	of	Education	

YMCA	of	Honolulu	

Voting	Members	(*)	Voting	member	organizations	vote	
on	action	items	while	individual	and	non-voting	
participants	may	collaborate	on	all	efforts	within	the	
coalition.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	









 April 4, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
State Senate, Committee on Education 
     And Members of the Education Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
 
RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  
 
Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee: 
 
My name is Dean K. Hirata, president of ‘ike Hawaii.  The Board of Education (BOE) has 
a critical impact on the quality of education for our future generations in Hawaii, and 
therefore, must be comprised of strong leaders with a vision and a passion for our public 
education system. Mr. Kenneth Uemura undoubtedly provides the qualities that are 
needed on the BOE. 
 
Mr. Uemura has demonstrated the positive impact he can make as a leader, as well as 
a team player, in his prior capacity as Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer of 
Hawaii Pacific University. He was named the 2010 CFO of the Year by Pacific Business 
News for his work at HPU. Mr. Uemura has held various executive management positions 
in companies such as C. Brewer and Company, Honolulu Advertiser, and Hilo Hattie. He 
has served on numerous not-for-profit boards and currently is a Commissioner on the 
Honolulu City and Country Grants-in-Aid Advisory Commission. He possesses the depth 
of business and community experience to understand, and appreciate, the vital role 
that quality primary and secondary education plays in the business activity, economic 
health, and the quality of life in our State.    
 
I have had the pleasure of being associated with Ken for over 30 years. In addition to 
his leadership and expertise, I can attest to his core values, sincerity, and passion to 
continually improve the educational opportunities for youth in Hawaii. Our community is 
fortunate to have a candidate for public service of the caliber of Kenneth Uemura, 
who himself is an outstanding and exemplary alumnus of our public education system. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dean K. Hirata 
President 
‘ike Hawaii 





  
April 5, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
State Senate, Committee on Education 
     And Members of the Education Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
 
RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  
 
Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 
 
My name is Alan Oshima.  The Board of Education (BOE) has a critical impact on the 
quality of education for our future generations in Hawaii, and therefore, must be 
comprised of strong leaders with a vision and a passion for our public education system. 
Mr. Kenneth Uemura undoubtedly provides the qualities that are needed in the BOE. 
 
Mr. Uemura has demonstrated the positive impact he can make as a leader, as well as 
a team player, in his prior capacity as Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer of 
Hawaii Pacific University. He was named the 2010 CFO of the Year by Pacific Business 
News for his work at HPU. Mr. Uemura has held various executive management positions 
in companies such as C. Brewer and Company, Honolulu Advertiser, and Hilo Hattie. He 
has served on numerous not-for-profit boards and currently is a Commissioner on the 
Honolulu City and Country Grants-in-Aid Advisory Commission. He possesses the depth 
of business and community experience to understand, and appreciate, the vital role 
that quality primary and secondary education plays in the business activity, economic 
health, and the quality of life in our State.    
 
I have had the pleasure of working and being associated with Kenneth for over 25 
years.  In addition to his leadership and expertise, I can attest to his core values, 
sincerity, and passion to continually improve the educational opportunities for youth in 
Hawaii. Our community is fortunate to have a candidate for public service at the 
caliber of Kenneth Uemura, who himself is an outstanding and exemplary alumni of our 
public education system. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Oshima 







 April 7, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 

State Senate, Committee on Education 

     And Members of the Education Committee 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

 

RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  

 

Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 

 

My name is Lori Shikuma.  The Board of Education (BOE) has a critical impact on the 

quality of education for our future generations in Hawaii, and therefore, must be 

comprised of strong leaders with a vision and a passion for our public education system. 

Mr. Kenneth Uemura undoubtedly provides the qualities that are needed in the BOE. 

 

Mr. Uemura has demonstrated the positive impact he can make as a leader, as well as 

a team player, in his prior capacity as Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer of 

Hawaii Pacific University. He was named the 2010 CFO of the Year by Pacific Business 

News for his work at HPU. Mr. Uemura has held various executive management positions 

in companies such as C. Brewer and Company, Honolulu Advertiser, and Hilo Hattie. He 

has served on numerous not-for-profit boards and currently is a Commissioner on the 

Honolulu City and Country Grants-in-Aid Advisory Commission. He possesses the depth 

of business and community experience to understand, and appreciate, the vital role 

that quality primary and secondary education plays in the business activity, economic 

health, and the quality of life in our State.    

 

I have had the pleasure of working and being associated with Kenneth for 10 years. In 

addition to his leadership and expertise, I can attest to his core values, sincerity, and 

passion to continually improve the educational opportunities for youth in Hawaii. Our 

community is fortunate to have a candidate for public service at the caliber of Kenneth 

Uemura, who himself is an outstanding and exemplary alumni of our public education 

system. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lori Shikuma 
 

































 Aprill 11, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 

State Senate, Committee on Education 

     And Members of the Education Committee 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

 

RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  

 

Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 

 

My name is Linda Nakashima.  I am a retired public school teacher. I am writing in 

support of Mr. Kenneth Uemura’s confirmation to the Board of Education (BOE). Mr. 

Kenneth Uemura undoubtedly provides the qualities that are needed in the BOE and 

has faithfully served on the board thus far. He has a wealth of experience that would 

bring a fresh view as the BOE continues to help the schools to better educate our 

students. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Nakashima 



 April 10, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 

State Senate, Committee on Education 

     And Members of the Education Committee 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

 

RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  

 

Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 

 

My name is Vince Baldemor.  The Board of Education (BOE) has a critical impact on the 

quality of education for our future generations in Hawaii, and therefore, must be 

comprised of strong leaders with a vision and a passion for our public education system. 

Mr. Kenneth Uemura undoubtedly provides the qualities that are needed in the BOE. 

 

Mr. Uemura has demonstrated the positive impact he can make as a leader, as well as 

a team player, in his prior capacity as Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer of 

Hawaii Pacific University. He was named the 2010 CFO of the Year by Pacific Business 

News for his work at HPU. Mr. Uemura has held various executive management positions 

in companies such as C. Brewer and Company, Honolulu Advertiser, and Hilo Hattie. He 

has served on numerous not-for-profit boards and currently is a Commissioner on the 

Honolulu City and Country Grants-in-Aid Advisory Commission. He possesses the depth 

of business and community experience to understand, and appreciate, the vital role 

that quality primary and secondary education plays in the business activity, economic 

health, and the quality of life in our State.    

 

I have had the pleasure of working and being associated with Kenneth for 2 years. In 

addition to his leadership and expertise, I can attest to his core values, sincerity, and 

passion to continually improve the educational opportunities for youth in Hawaii. Our 

community is fortunate to have a candidate for public service at the caliber of Kenneth 

Uemura, who himself is an outstanding and exemplary alumni of our public education 

system. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Vince Baldemor 

893 Hahaione Street 

Honolulu, HI 96825 

808-391-0723 

Vince.baldemor@gmail.com 

mailto:Vince.baldemor@gmail.com


 April 10, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
State Senate, Committee on Education 
     And Members of the Education Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
 
RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  
 
Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 
 
My name is Darcy Query and can be reached at darcyquery@gmail.com.  The Board of Education 
(BOE) has a critical impact on the quality of education for our future generations in Hawaii, and 
therefore, must be comprised of strong leaders with a vision and a passion for our public education 
system. Mr. Kenneth T. Uemura undoubtedly provides the qualities that are needed in the BOE. 
 
Mr. Uemura has demonstrated the positive impact he can make as a leader and as a team player for 
which I had the privilege of witnessing first-hand, while in his prior capacity as Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer of Hawai‘i Pacific University.  
 
I can personally attest to his integrity and selfless devotion that he poured into every aspect of his 
support of education.  His unwavering commitment to ensuring the most viable opportunities were 
explored, which included integrating competing priorities by various groups and organizations to 
come to consensus just to provide the tools needed for students to succeed in being our future 
world leaders.   
 
In affirmation of his contributions, in 2010, he was named the 2010 CFO of the Year by Pacific 
Business News for his work at HPU.   
 
Mr. Uemura has held various executive management positions in companies such as C. Brewer and 
Company, Honolulu Advertiser, and Hilo Hattie. He has served on numerous not-for-profit boards 
and currently is a Commissioner on the Honolulu City and Country Grants-in-Aid Advisory 
Commission. He possesses the depth of business and community experience to understand, and 
appreciate, the vital role that quality primary and secondary education plays in the business 
activity, economic health, and the quality of life in our State.    
 
I have had the pleasure of working and being associated with Kenneth for 10 years and am looking 
forward to what the future holds.  In addition to his leadership and expertise, I can attest to his core 
values, sincerity, and passion to continually improve the educational opportunities for youth in 
Hawaii.  Our community is fortunate to have a candidate for public service at the caliber of Kenneth 
T. Uemura, who himself is an outstanding and exemplary alumni of our public education system. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Darcy Query  

mailto:darcyquery@gmail.com


 April 9, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 

State Senate, Committee on Education 

     And Members of the Education Committee 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

 

RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  

 

Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 

 

My name is Bert Thornburg and I’m writing to give positive testimony for Mr. Kenneth 

Uemura for appointment to The Board of Education (BOE).  I trust in the capabilities and 

compassion Mr. Uemura would bring to the BOE.  In this time of Hawaii’s challenging  

and sensitive needs with educating our youth, I feel Mr. Uemura would enhance critical 

decision making with positive goals in mind for both the Board and Hawaii’s youth and 

their parents or caretakers.  He is quick to challenge things that don’t seem to make 

sense and is able to put the big picture in mind when making decisions.  He will not only 

think of what decisions are made today, but what effect they may have long-term.  I 

trust in his abilities and professionalism.  With this said, he is also able to balance this 

professionalism with compassion and an eye for the personal perspective towards the 

impact on individuals also. 

 

Mr. Uemura works well in a team and understands team dynamics.  I know he has been 

placed in leadership positions with high demand such as Vice-President and Chief 

Financial Officer at Hawaii Pacific University. He is well recognized in the public and with 

his peers.  His numerous high-level awards should speak for themselves.  I feel he is a 

well-seasoned person through his many executive management positions he’s held.  

I’m sure his tenure as an Interim Board Member has been well served and now further 

enables him to serve.  With his background, various other experiences, and now this 

experience, I know he will bring good input and products to the BOE. 

 

I have no doubt Ken will be an asset to The Board of Education and all Hawaii residents 

utilizing public schools here by knowing that he’s an outstanding citizen and alumni 

from our public education system himself.  He possesses the qualities needed at this 

level to understand the vital role that quality primary and secondary education plays in 

the business activity, economic health, and the quality of life in our State.    

 

Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

//signed// 

Bert N. Thornburg 

94-542 Ohepio Pl, Waipahu, HI, (808) 398-0930, hotrodder@hawaii.rr.com 



 April 7, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
State Senate, Committee on Education 
     And Members of the Education Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
 
RE:  In SUPPORT of GM-#774 appointing KENNETH T. UEMURA to the Board of Education  
 
Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Education Committee; 
 
My name is Claire Cooper, owner of Workforce Excel, LLC and longtime friend, former teacher, and 
consultant to the Department of Education.  The Board of Education (BOE) has a critical role in impacting 
the quality of education for our future workforce in Hawaii.  Therefore, it must be comprised of strong 
leaders with a vision, passion, and a business sense for our public education system. Mr. Kenneth 
Uemura undoubtedly provides these qualities that are so needed in the BOE. 
 
Mr. Uemura has demonstrated the positive impact he can make as a leader, as well as a team player, in 
his prior capacity as Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer of Hawaii Pacific University. He was 
named the 2010 CFO of the Year by Pacific Business News for his work at HPU. I worked with Ken while 
at HPU and observed his commitment to quality education and service to students while running the 
university as a business.  Mr. Uemura has extensive background in executive management positions in 
companies such as C. Brewer and Company, Honolulu Advertiser, and Hilo Hattie. He has served on 
numerous not-for-profit boards and currently is a Commissioner on the Honolulu City and Country 
Grants-in-Aid Advisory Commission. He possesses the depth of business and community experience to 
understand, and appreciate the vital role that quality primary and secondary education plays in the 
business activity, economic health, and the quality of life in our State.    
 
I have had the pleasure of working and being associated with Kenneth for over six years. In addition to 
his leadership and expertise, I can attest to his core values, sincerity, and passion to continually improve 
the educational opportunities for youth in Hawaii. I believe he will bring not only fresh eyes to the 
education system, but will bring business concepts that work to our education system.  Our community 
is fortunate to have a candidate for public service at the caliber of Kenneth Uemura, who himself is an 
outstanding and exemplary alumnus of our public education system, having graduated from Farrington 
High School. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of GM-#774. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Claire Cooper 
Principal Consultant and Owner, Workforce Excel, LLC 
1661 Pensacola Street 
Honolulu, HI  96822-2676 
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