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Comments: I strongly support the passage of GM 644 to approve Bryant Yabui's 
selection to serve on the Disability and Communication Access Board. Thank you for 
the opportunity to testify. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 





GM644 
Bryant Yabui: Disability and Communication Access Board 

 
(1) Why do you want to be a member of the Board? 

 
I want to continue to serve the disabled people of Hawaii d. 

 
(2) What do you perceive are the roles and responsibilities of a member of the 

Board?  
 

I feel that a Board member’s role is to bring his/her knowledge and experience to 
the Board and to make sound decisions that support the mission and goals of the 
agency while protecting the rights of the consumer. 

 
(3) In what ways do you feel that you can help protect the consumer? 

 
I feel that I can help protect the consumer by being a voice of the consumer on 
matters dealing with parking and accessibility issues because I am in a 
wheelchair.  

 
(4)        Given your understanding of the roles and responsibilities of a Board 

member, why do you believe that you are qualified for the position?  Please 
include a brief statement of your skills, expertise and knowledge that would 
aid you as a member of the Board. 

 
Although being a consumer does not automatically qualify you as a Board 
member, it helps to understand the daily barriers and issues faced by consumers 
by living as a consumer.  I also feel that my legal experience and working with 
consumers as an Intake Advocate has prepared me to being a contributing Board 
member.  

 
(5)        What do you hope to accomplish during your term of service 
 

I hope to improve the disabled parking system as a member of the Parking 
Committee. 

 
(6)        Name three qualities that best describe you and how these qualities will 

benefit the Board. 
 

I believe that my ability to listen to people (good listener), understand people’s 
problems and create solutions that benefit everyone (effective negotiator), and 
help everyone to understand the solution (effective communicator) are qualities 
that I bring to the Board 
 

(7)        Name a previous experience you've had that will be beneficial as a Board 
member. 



 
I worked as an Intake Advocate at Hawaii Disability Rights Center for 5 years and 
through my work I heard first-hand of various problems facing the disabled 
community (e.g. physical, developmental, and mental health consumers).  So, 
when I hear of a problem or a complaint from the community, I envision myself 
listening to the problem and trying to solve it as an advocate..  
 

(8)        Can you foresee any possible conflicts of interest that could arise during 
your service on the Board?  How would you overcome conflicts of interest? 

 
No, I see no possible conflicts of interest with my service on the Board. 
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