
[CHAPTER 321H] 

NEUROTRAUMA 

 

Section 

   321H-1 Definitions 

   321H-2 Neurotrauma system 

   321H-3 Neurotrauma advisory board 

   321H-4 Neurotrauma special fund 

   321H-5 Rules 

 

  



" [§321H-1]  Definitions.  As used in this chapter, unless 

the context requires otherwise: 

 "Board" means the neurotrauma advisory board established 

under section 321H-3. 

 "Department" means department of health. 

 "Director" means the director of health. 

 "Neurotrauma" means a severe chronic disability of a person 

that is attributable to an injury to the central nervous system, 

such as traumatic brain injury and spinal cord injury, and 

likely to continue indefinitely.  Neurotrauma can include other 

neurological dysfunctions but does not include substance misuse 

and abuse, Alzheimer's disease, or the infirmities of aging.  

Neurotrauma or other neurological deficits result in substantial 

functional limitations in two or more of the following areas: 

 (1) Self-care; 

 (2) Speech, hearing, or communication; 

 (3) Learning; 

 (4) Mobility; 

 (5) Self-direction; 

 (6) Capacity for independent living; and  

 (7) Economic sufficiency. [L 2002, c 160, pt of §2] 

 

" [§321H-2]  Neurotrauma system.  The department of health 

shall develop, lead, administer, coordinate, monitor, evaluate, 

and set direction for a comprehensive system to support and 

provide services for survivors of neurotrauma injuries. [L 2002, 

c 160, pt of §2] 

 

" §321H-3  Neurotrauma advisory board.  (a)  There is 

established within the department a neurotrauma advisory board 

to advise the director in implementing this chapter. 

 (b)  The board shall consist of eleven members to be 

appointed by the director.  The director shall designate a 

member to be the chairperson of the advisory board.  The 

director or a designee shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting 

member of the advisory board.  The director may also appoint up 

to three state and county representatives whose work relates to 

neurotrauma to be ex officio, nonvoting members of the board.  

The members shall serve for a term of four years; provided that 

upon the initial appointment of members, two shall be appointed 

for a term of one year, three for a term of two years, three for 

a term of three years, and three for a term of four years.  In 

establishing the advisory board, the director shall appoint: 

 (1) Two survivors of neurotrauma or their family members 

(one for traumatic brain injuries and one for spinal 

cord injuries); 

 (2) One member of the Brain Injury Association of Hawaii; 



 (3) One member representing the state traumatic brain 

injury advisory board; 

 (4) Two members representing private sector businesses 

that provide services for neurotrauma survivors; 

 (5) One member representing trauma centers that provide 

services for neurotrauma survivors; 

 (6) One representative for persons with stroke; and 

 (7) Three at-large members. 

 (c)  The members shall serve without compensation but shall 

be reimbursed for actual expenses, including travel expenses, 

that are necessary for the performance of their duties. 

 (d)  The number of members necessary to constitute a quorum 

to do business shall consist of a majority of all the voting 

members who have been appointed by the director and have 

accepted that appointment.  When a quorum is in attendance, the 

concurrence of a majority of the voting members in attendance 

shall make any action of the board valid. [L 2002, c 160, pt of 

§2; am L 2014, c 191, §1] 

 

Cross References 

 

  Traumatic brain injury advisory board, see §321-28. 

 

" §321H-4  Neurotrauma special fund.  (a)  There is 

established the neurotrauma special fund to be administered by 

the department with advisory recommendations from the 

neurotrauma advisory board.  The fund shall consist of: 

 (1) Moneys raised pursuant to the surcharges levied under 

sections 291-11.5, 291-11.6, 291C-12, 291C-12.5, 291C-

12.6, 291C-102, 291C-105, and 291E-61; 

 (2) Federal funds granted by Congress or executive order, 

for the purpose of this chapter; provided that the 

acceptance and use of federal funds shall not commit 

state funds for services and shall not place an 

obligation upon the legislature to continue the 

purpose for which the federal funds are made 

available; and 

 (3) Funds appropriated by the legislature for the purpose 

of this chapter. 

 (b)  The fund shall be used for the purpose of funding and 

contracting for services relating to neurotrauma as follows: 

 (1) Education on neurotrauma; 

 (2) Assistance to individuals and families to identify and 

obtain access to services; 

 (3) Creation of a registry of neurotrauma injuries within 

the State to identify incidence, prevalence, 

individual needs, and related information; and 



 (4) Necessary administrative expenses to carry out this 

chapter not to exceed two per cent of the total amount 

collected. 

 (c)  Moneys in the neurotrauma special fund may be 

appropriated to obtain federal and private grant matching funds, 

subject to section 321H-4(a)(2). 

 (d)  In administering the fund, the director shall maintain 

records of all expenditures and disbursements made from the 

neurotrauma special fund. 

 (e)  The director shall submit to the legislature an annual 

report on the activities under the neurotrauma special fund no 

later than twenty days prior to the convening of each regular 

session. [L 2002, c 160, pt of §2; am L 2006, c 129, §6] 

 

" [§321H-5]  Rules.  The director may adopt rules under 

chapter 91 necessary to carry out this chapter. [L 2002, c 160, 

pt of §2] 

 

 

 


