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TESTIMONY ON SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  97 

AND SENATE RESOLUTION 65 

URGING THE STATE TO ESTABLISH THE PUUHONUA PROGRAM IN THE  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY FOR THE CONTINUED REHABILITATION OF  

POST-INCARCERATED PERSONS, PAROLEES, AND PROBATIONERS. 

By 

Nolan P. Espinda, Director 

 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 

 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016; 1:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 

Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and Members of the Committee: 

  The Department of Public Safety (PSD) would like to provide the following 

comments to Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 97 / Senate Resolution (SR) 65 . 

 

 PSD is currently working with cultural practitioners across the State to provide 

Native Hawaiian programming for Hawaii’s incarcerated population.  It should be noted 

that it has been a challenging task to find program/service providers willing to commit to 

a set schedule to provide consistent host culture programming within a correctional 

system. 

 

 The Puuhonua concept is one that has yet to be established and vetted for 

programming viability and application of evidence-based standards, as recommended by 

the Justice Reinvestment Initiative. 

 

 The Department of Public Safety welcomes all input allowing practitioners to 

provide a program syllabus outlining in what form(s) an implemented Puuhonua would 

take. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 



                                                                                           
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
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Testimony of 

Leslie Kuloloio, Chair 
 

Before the Senate Committee on 
WAYS AND MEANS 

 
Tuesday, April 5, 2016 

1:00 P.M. 
Conference Room 211 

 
In consideration of 

SENATE RESOLUTION 65 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 97 

 
URGING THE STATE TO ESTABLISH THE PUUHONUA PROGRAM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY FOR THE CONTINUED REHABILITATION OF POST-INCARCERATED PERSONS, PAROLEES, 

AND PROBATIONERS 
 

Senate Resolution 65 and Senate Concurrent Resolution 97 urges the State to establish the Puuhonua Program in the 
Department of Public Safety for the continued rehabilitation of post-incarcerated persons, parolees, and probationers.  
Aha Moku supports these resolutions. 
 
Traditionally, in ancient Hawaii the Puuhonua were designated sites on each island, and most often within each moku that 
were places of refuge for all in times of war and peace.  They were meant to be a temporary place of safety  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on these resolutions and we urge their passage. 
 
 
 





From: Alan Yoshimoto
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: SCR 97 / SR65 support
Date: Monday, April 04, 2016 11:55:02 AM

Aloha,
The human and economic costs of not providing the Puuhonua program for post- incarcerated persons, parolees, and
 probationers would be tragic. They already face an uphill challenge to secure shelter, food, and employment. They
 paid for their mistakes, and they can rehabilitate. Without the social net this resolution provides, we effectively
 throw these people to a hard fate in most cases. I support the humane provisions intended by SCR97 / SR65.
Alan Yoshimoto

Sent from my iPad

mailto:gr8tr8@gmail.com
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gladys.baisa@mauicounty.us
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR97 on Apr 5, 2016 13:00PM*
Date: Monday, April 04, 2016 11:14:13 AM

SCR97

Submitted on: 4/4/2016

Testimony for WAM on Apr 5, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Gladys Coelho Baisa Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gladys.baisa@mauicounty.us


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: katc31999@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR97 on Apr 5, 2016 13:00PM*
Date: Sunday, April 03, 2016 7:08:01 PM

SCR97

Submitted on: 4/3/2016

Testimony for WAM on Apr 5, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Katarina Culina Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:katc31999@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tabraham08@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR97 on Apr 5, 2016 13:00PM*
Date: Monday, April 04, 2016 10:54:42 AM

SCR97

Submitted on: 4/4/2016

Testimony for WAM on Apr 5, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Troy Abraham Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tabraham08@gmail.com
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