
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. -16

Honolulu, Hawaii

Apñ~fl
RE: H.B. No. 1517

H.D.l
S.D. 1
C.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Honorable Ronald D. icouchi
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Sirs:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
House of Representatives to the amendments proposed by the Senate in
H.B. No. 1517, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR P,N ACT RELATING TO SENTENCING,”

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and does recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to provide that the commission
of certain offenses of assault, sexual assault, and abuse of a
family or household member in the presence of a minor is an
aggravating factor to be considered in the sentencing of the
defendant convicted of the offense.

Your Committee finds that several •states, including Arkansas,
Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, New Jersey, Oregon, and Utah, elevate the
offense or sentencing for various crimes that are committed in the
presence of minors.
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Your Committee also finds that research has shown that children
who witness assault or domestic violence can suffer severe emotional
and developmental difficulties that are similar to those of children
who are victims of direct physical and mental abuse. By broadening
the application of the aggravating factor considered by the courts
when sentencing defendants convicted of committing certain crimes in
the presence of a minor pursuant to section 706-606.4, Hawaii
Revised Statutes, to include the commission of assault and sexual
assault offenses regardless of the pre-existing legal relationship
between the defendant and the victim or the child, this measure
recognizes the impact thatwitnessing an assault has on a child.
The use of the aggravating factor for sentencing does not elevate
the seriousness of the offense charged.

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure by making
it effective upon approval.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1517, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
1517, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the manageró:

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE

GILBERT S.C. KEITH4G9.AN, KARL RHOADS, Chair
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Hawaii State Legislature

RecordofVotesofa cc?- ~~-1~f
Conference Committee

Bill I Concurrent Resolution No.: Date)Time:

11B1517,I-ID1,SD1 04/al/H0 ~

$ The recommendation of the House and Senate managers is to pass with amendments (CD).

U The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

U The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE U The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.

Senate Managers A WR N E House Managers A WR N E

KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C., Chr. V RHOADS, Karl, Chr. V
KIM, Donna Mercado E7 HASHEM, Mark J. v
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. / — SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. / —

MCDERMOTT, Bob v —

TOTAL TOTAL cLC)
A = Aye WR = Aye with Reservations N = Nay E = Excused

Senate Recomme ation is: House Recommendation is:

Adopted U Not Adopted Adopted U Not Adopted

Senate Lead Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: Hou e ead Ch& ‘s or Designee’s Signature:

~

Distribution: Orig al Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Conference Committee Report House Clerk’s Office Senate Clerk’s Office Drafting Agency


