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Applicant Hawaiian Islands Land Trust 

Application for Grants 

If any item is not applicable to the request, the applicant should enter "not 
applicable". 

I. Background and Summary 

This section shall clearly and concisely summarize and highlight the contents of the 
request in such a way as to provide the State Legislature with a broad understanding of 
the request. Please include the following: 

l. A brief description of the applicant's background; 

The Hawaiian Islands Land Trust (HILT) is an independent 50l(cX3) non-profit 
organization, the first land trust in the State ofHawai'i to receive national accreditation 
from the Land Trust Accreditation Commission®. Established in January 2011 out of an 
unprecedented merger of four smaller island-focused land trusts, HILT was born. 
Participating in the merger were Kaua'i Public Land Trust, O'ahu Land Trust, Maui 
Coastal Land Trust, and Hawai'i Island Land Trust. HIL T's mission is to protect the 
lands that sustain us for current and.future generations. 

HILT partners with various conservation organizations in Hawai'i including the Trust for 
Public Land and The Nature Conservancy. We truly value these partnerships. However, 
we are uniquely a local Hawai'i non-profit organization and Hawai'i's only statewide 
land trust. Unlike the Trust for Public Land, which does not typically hold Conservation 
Easements and Fee Simple interests in conservation lands, HILT does hold Conservation 
Easements and Fee Simple lands. Thus, in addition to land acquisition, HILT is also 
involved with the perpetual stewardship of conserved lands. The Nature Conservancy 
works to primarily conserve important wildlife habitat lands. HILT takes a broader 
approach to land conservation, believing that we need a multitude of protected 
conservation values to achieve sustainability. 

To date, HILT has conserved approximately 17,500 acres on a number of properties 
throughout the Hawaiian archipelago with various conservation values, including 
agricultural resources and fresh local foods, wildlife habitat and biodiversity, beautiful 
scenic vistas that keep Hawai'i a desirable place to live, work and visit, outdoor 
recreation areas that keep people healthy and connected to nature, cultural and historic 
resources that connect Native Hawaiians to their past, and water resources that provide 
clean drinking water. 

2. The goals and objectives related to the request; 

The primary goal related to this request is to reestablish functional ecosystems on 386 
acres of land owned by HILT. In a concerted effort to reestablish functional ecosystems 
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on three major Hawaiian Islands i.e. Maui, O'ahu, and Kaua'i, HILT's team of 
restoration ecologists have taken on the enormous task of clearing acres of invasive 
species, outplanting native plant species, protecting riparian zones, and maintaining safe 
access to HIL T's properties for public use. 

In keeping with this identified goal, HILT' s team focuses its ecological restoration efforts 
on increasing indigenous and endemic plant and animal species' richness, and, to the 
extent possible, altering the current communities' structure of invasive dominance in a 
way that favors indigenous and endemic Hawaiian floral and faunal species. 

3. The public purpose and need to be served; 

Land conservation is important for many reasons. Conservation of essential habitats and 
corridors protects plants and animals. Preserving greenspace provides not only aesthetic 
appeal but also offers recreational opportunities that lead to healthier 
communities. Ecosystems such as wetlands provide services that protect communities 
from flooding, naturally treat runoff, and allow for groundwater infiltration. Natural 
buffers protect rivers from polluted storm water as well as allowing for retreat of natural 
communities as the coasts experience sea level rise. 

Hawai'i's long-term well being, environmentally, economically, and otherwise, is 
directly linked to the 'iiina (land) and the choices we make about it. Indeed, Hawai'i's 
state motto proclaims, "The life of the land is perpetuated in righteousness. " Thus, 
HILT' s mission is to protect the lands that will sustain us for current and future 
generations. Through statewide land protection initiatives, HILT works to address the 
public need for land conservation in the State ofHawai'i. 

4. Describe the target population to be served; and 

By protecting the 'iiina, HILT, through its statewide land conservation initiatives, serves 
Hawai'i's 1,404,054 residents (2013 population estimate). HIL T's properties hold various 
conservation values including agricultural resources and fresh local foods, wildlife 
habitat and biodiversity, beautiful scenic vistas that keep Hawai'i a desirable place to 
live, work and visit, outdoor recreation areas that keep people healthy and connected to 
nature, cultural and historic resources that connect us to our past, and water resources that 
provide clean drinking water. 

5. Describe the geographic coverage. 

HILT currently protects 17,464.99 acres on four (4) major Hawaiian Islands. Lands 
conserved include 1,1I1.64 acres on Hawai'i Island, I 1,897.73 acres on Maui, 2,940 
acres on Moloka'i, 1,285.08 acres on O'ahu, and 230.54 acres on Kaua'i. As Hawai'i's 
land trust, HILT continues to identify properties around the State and work 
collaboratively with private landowners to safeguard and improve Hawai'i's most 
precious natural resource. 
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II. Service Summary and Outcomes 

The Service Summary shall include a detailed discussion of the applicant's approach to 
the request. The applicant shall clearly and concisely specify the results, outcomes, and 
measures of effectiveness from this request. The applicant shall: 

1. Describe the scope of work, tasks and responsibilities; 

HILT established its Multi-Island Land Stewardship Initiative to conduct ecological 
restoration work on the highly sensitive properties it owns in fee simple. These parcels 
collectively make up approximately 386 acres ofland of the over 17,500 acres HILT 
protects. These six (6) parcels are active ecological restoration sites, where HILT's team 
of restoration ecologists and dedicated volunteer corps eradicate invasive species and 
restore native species colonies with a goal of reestablishing functional ecosystems. 

HILT' s strategy with regard to habitat restoration falls under the classic definition of 
restoration ecology. The society for ecological restoration defines such practices as 
projects designed to reestablish a functional ecosystem of a designated type that contains 
sufficient biodiversity to continue its maturation by natural processes and to evolve over 
longer time spans in response to changing environmental conditions (Clewall et al. 
2000). Clewall et al (2000: 2) goes on to specify that species richness and the alteration 
of the community structure are "the two attributes ofbiodiversity ... most readily attained 
by restoration. In keeping with these identified goals, our team focuses its ecological 
restoration efforts on increasing indigenous and endemic plant and animal species' 
richness, and, to the extent possible, altering the current communities' structure of 
invasive dominance in a way that favors indigenous and endemic Hawaiian floral and 
faunal species. 

Waihe'e Coastal Dunes and Wetland Refuge, Maui 
In 2004, HILT (then known as the Maui Island Land Trust) took fee ownership of the 
Waihe'e Coastal Dunes and Wetland Refuge, a highly sensitive 277-acre site on the 
Island of Maui. Active restoration programs have enhanced critical native wildlife 
habitat, while preserving the area's rich archaeological and cultural resources. Once 
populated by two thriving ancient Hawaiian villages, an extensive inland fishpond and 
several heiau (sacred Hawaiian worship sites), Waihe'e is among the most significant 
cultural sites in the State ofHawai'i. 
The goals of Waihe'e Coastal Dunes and Wetland Refuge are: 
• To create a welcoming place for the people ofWaihe'e and Maui in order to retain (or 

regain) a sense of place, a location to connect with and benefit from the natural and 
cultural history of Waihe'e and Maui Nui; 

• To increase indigenous and endemic biodiversity through ecological restoration, 
while maintaining traditional and customary practices; 

• To restore structure, function and composition of the coastal site and adjacent 
wetlands, achieving significant sediment attenuation that would otherwise run into the 
near shore marine waters; and, 
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