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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE  
ON EDUCATION 

 
DATE:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2014 
 
RE:  S.B. 2826 – RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 
PERSON TESTIFYING:  WIL OKABE 
           HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  
 
The Honorable Chair Jill Tokuda, The Honorable Vice-Chair Michelle Kidani and the 
Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii State Teachers Association (HSTA) strongly opposes S.B. 2826 relating 
the implementation upon its ratification, the amendment to Article X, section 1 of the 
Hawaii State Constitution. 
 
HSTA is the exclusive representative of more than 13,500 public and charter school 
teachers statewide.  As the state affiliate of the 3.2 million members of the National 
Education Association, HSTA believes that the Constitutional Amendment is clearly an 
education voucher in which it takes public funds to pay for private education. We 
support public funding for all preschool students.  The Department of Education should 
have the oversight for preschools in public settings.   
 
HSTA strongly believes in early childhood education in the public schools. As 
educators, we made the commitment to our children to give them the best type of 
quality education for the future of Hawaii.  Our early childhood education teachers are 
highly recognized, educated, and some of the best in the nation.  
 
We believe in quality education taught by qualified and licensed teachers in every 
classroom. 
 
We believe in students having the proper tools, facilities, and guidance in order to be 
successful. 
 
We believe in parents knowing that their child is in a safe nurturing environment. 
 
We believe in standards of care where as a single unified school system, education 
should be under one umbrella and not done in the silo in which it is presently structured.  
 
Contrary to what this bill states, private schools are a choice and the state should be 
working towards ensuring that we strive towards educating children under one system.    
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Last night, President Obama spoke of the need for high quality preschools for four year 
olds during his state of the state address.  We honor his statement.  However, unlike 
other states, Hawaii does not recognize the need to ensure that five years olds are 
properly educated.  It is our kuleana to secure that our kindergarteners come first. 
 
A great teacher can be a game changer, and a great teacher can help change student’s 
lives for the future.  We disagree with the justification in the bill that states, “the future 
will be grim for this population of children, especially if left without the opportunity for 
early childhood education.”   
 
The reality is that the future of Hawaii will be grim if our students and parents cannot get 
jobs, cannot afford to live in Hawaii, raise their family, and be fiscally responsible to the 
economy.   
 
The bill states, “middle school level teachers shared that they can tell which students in 
their classrooms have and have not gone to preschool.”  Public school teachers in 
Hawaii can also identify those students in elementary and high school as well.  These 
teachers work with many different children of all levels and all abilities.  Some students 
enter into school having many years of preschool but by middle school, may find 
themselves struggling with algebra and other subjects.  It is certainly easier for some 
students to do well in school. Some students have the ability to concentrate, some 
students have the ability to retain information for long periods of time, and some of the 
ability to apply what they have learned.  These are important abilities and skills for our 
students to be successful in school.   
 
There are elements in this bill that are missing studies about what happens when a child 
is taught by a non-highly qualified teacher.  The Department of Education requires all 
teachers who teach Junior Kindergarten to be licensed, have credentials such as a 
degree, and ongoing training and professional development.  These are the same for 
the four and a half-year olds entering schools and the legislature is legislating a double 
standard.   
 
The Department of Human Services has not set up any rules to determine its criteria for 
the roll out of its program Open Doors.  Right now it is a closed door to all of the 
students who could be attending preschool.  It is not clear who will be accountable to 
ensure what and how this plan will work.   
 
If early childhood education was a priority, then schools should have mandatory 
kindergarten in our compulsory attendance laws before a new project is started.   
 
We urge you to invest in our public school as they are underfunded and value our 
existing schools by keeping tax dollars to serve all children in public schools. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong opposition of S.B. 2826. 



 
 
 

Testimony presented before the 
Senate Committee on Education 

January 29, 2014 at 1:30 pm 
By Karen C. Lee, Ed.D. 

Executive Director, Hawaii P-20 Partnerships for Education 
 
SB 2826: Relating to Early Childhood Education. 
 
Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 
 
SB 2826 establishes the Early Childhood Education Program within the Early Learning System 
established by section 302L-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
 
Hawaii P-20 strongly supports this bill.  As an organization that works in partnership with the 
Executive Office on Early Learning, the Hawaii Department of Education and the University of 
Hawaii, Hawaii P-20 works to improve the educational pipeline and facilitates seamless 
educational experiences across systems.  The research has shown that investing in early 
childhood education, especially that which is of high-quality and is developmentally appropriate, 
leads to better educational, social and economic outcomes.  It is not enough to provide childcare 
or babysitting services for young children; they need appropriate educational preparation to be 
successful in the next stage of education: elementary school. 
 
As proposed, the Early Childhood Education Program will be essential to deliver high-quality 
education to young children who were previously unable to afford access to pre-kindergarten 
educational services.  And, when children are not ready to learn by kindergarten, their chances at 
elementary, secondary and post-secondary success and completion are greatly diminished.  Since 
studies predict that 65% of jobs in Hawaii in year 2018 will require at least some post-secondary 
education, Hawaii must prepare its children for success by investing in them early. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

                                 January 29, 2014
 
Senator Jill Tokuda, Chair
Senate Committee on Education
State Capitol
Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: SB 2826 - RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Dear Chair Tokuda and Members of the Committee,

The Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC), Hawaii’s State 
Advisory Panel under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA), supports SB 2826 that establishes the Early Childhood 
Education Program upon ratification of the constitutional amendment 
permitting the use of public funds for private early childhood 
programs.

SEAC has long held that all children, with and without disabilities, 
benefit from quality, early learning programs that address their unique 
needs and help prepare these keiki for academic success. SB 2826 will 
be instrumental in expanding quality programs by requiring contracted 
providers to utilize research-based and developmentally appropriate 
practices and to align their curriculum with the Hawaii Early Learning 
and Development Standards and the Common Core State Standards 
for Kindergarten through twelfth grade. The bill also supports family 
choice by offering options for quality early childhood education.

Hopefully these new educational resources for young children will 
expand the options for young children with disabilities to be educated 
with their non-disabled peers.   They may also reduce the need for 
some special education services in succeeding years by intervening 
early with effective interventions when children struggle with 
academic and socio-emotional goals.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  If you have any 
questions, I will be happy to answer them.

Respectfully,

Ivalee Sinclair, Chair
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From: Shaley DeGiorgio
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB2826 and SB2236
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 12:31:00 PM

Shaley DeGiorgio from Kaneohe, HI writes:

Dear Chair Tokuda and Vice-Chair Kidani,  I am writing in support of SB2826, which establishes the Early
 Childhood Education Program within the Early Learning System established by section 302L-2, HRS; and SB2236,
 which authorizes the executive office on early learning to enter into agreements with the department of education
 and charter schools for use of vacant or underutilized classrooms as public preschool classrooms.   Last year, you
 made the courageous decision to begin building the foundation of a high-quality early learning system for Hawaii;
 you passed and funded a school readiness system and you looked ahead and passed a measure to place a
 constitutional amendment on the 2014 ballot to ask Hawaii’s residents if we are ready to invest in a statewide
 community preschool system – a system contracts w/ our local non-profit preschools and our public school system.
 Now, we need your help once again and pass SB2826. This measure will ensure that Hawaii’s preschool program
 will have the capacity, quality, and oversight to succeed.   Please support SB2826 and SB2236, and thank-you for
 allowing me to submit this testimony in support of Hawaii’s future.

By age 3, there is already a difference in how many words children have heard, depending on family income level:

Children of professional parents - 45 million words

Children with working class parents - 26 million words

Children on welfare - 13 million words

I grew up on welfare. My mother, who is very open about her own struggles with reading comprehension, didn’t
 read to me as a child. I don’t have a single memory of her reading anything aloud. I can remember four books in my
 house—and additionally, my parents didn’t talk about current events, politics, or anything outside the realm of
 typical things, like “what’s for dinner, and what are you watching on TV?”

I grew up on welfare and I was starved for words.

In the 5th grade, my teachers realized I was reading at a 2nd grade level, and I barely graduated high school. But
 that’s not where my story ends.

I’ve spent, literally, the last twenty years trying to compensate for a lack of rich, juicy, nutritious words when I was
 growing up. And, I’ll tell you where I am now... but as I describe my achievements, think not about what I’ve done,
 think about where I could have been if, as a child, I’d had a better foothold on the future that would inevitably
 come.

I currently work as the lead communications person for Cornell University’s IT department (more than 300 people).
 Cornell University is located in New York. Telecommuters from this distance are almost unheard of at the
 university. In fact, about two years ago, I was told that I couldn’t keep my job any longer, because if I wasn’t sitting
 in NY, then someone else deserved the job. And do you know what helped me to overcome the obstacle, keep my
 job, and help to launch a pilot to encourage all Cornell employees to telecommute? My very carefully, very
 strategically chosen words.

I am also about to publish my second book, a sci-fi novel. I am a writer now and I spend every day pouring over the
 power of words. I work alongside other writers with Ivy League educations, who I thankfully, constantly learn and
 grow from.
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But, I am a very rare individual.

Understanding a word, a sentence, a paragraph, a constitution, is the difference between empowerment and
 helplessness.

We cannot control what happens at home, if parents are broke, if they use TV to babysit their kids, but we CAN
 provide opportunities for children to learn, to get out of the house, to expand their horizons. We can give them a
 chance to start using more words sooner, read to them, talk to them, and interact with them.

As an adult, I often think back on my childhood and I think, if only... I’d be lying if I said that I don’t hold
 resentments that my parents didn’t take more responsibility, make better decisions, and prioritize my education.
 But, we’re not talking about my parents, are we?

We’re talking about what the state can do for children who are living the same circumstances I did then. We’re
 talking about future citizens who will some day look back and they will either feel like, “hey, Hawaii stood up for
 me,” or they’ll look back and feel like, “the state doesn’t care, they never did, and I’m all alone.”

By intervening, you are sending these future citizens a message. You’re telling them they are worth it, they are a
 priority, they are valued. It’s your duty to the public to make decisions that demonstrate you believe–it’s your
 responsibility to do everything in your power to ensure these children believe in themselves.

It’s imperative, because you have no idea the potential each of these children have. You have the unique privilege of
 a profession that, despite a lack of familial or friendship relationships, can directly affect the confidence and
 potential of generations of children to come.

Please, always vote in favor of early childhood education.

Much Aloha,

Shaley DeGiorgio

808 636-1817

----------
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From: Vernon Azuma
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB2826 and SB2236
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 10:33:17 AM

Vernon Azuma from Honolulu, HI writes:

Dear Chair Tokuda and Vice-Chair Kidani,  I am writing in support of SB2826, which establishes the Early
 Childhood Education Program within the Early Learning System established by section 302L-2, HRS; and SB2236,
 which authorizes the executive office on early learning to enter into agreements with the department of education
 and charter schools for use of vacant or underutilized classrooms as public preschool classrooms.   Last year, you
 made the courageous decision to begin building the foundation of a high-quality early learning system for Hawaii;
 you passed and funded a school readiness system and you looked ahead and passed a measure to place a
 constitutional amendment on the 2014 ballot to ask Hawaii’s residents if we are ready to invest in a statewide
 community preschool system – a system contracts w/ our local non-profit preschools and our public school system.
 Now, we need your help once again and pass SB2826. This measure will ensure that Hawaii’s preschool program
 will have the capacity, quality, and oversight to succeed.   As a pediatrician, I am very aware of the importance of
 Early Education for our preschool kids who have no voice of their own, yet represent the future of Hawaii. Please
 support SB2826 and SB2236, and thank-you for allowing me to submit this testimony in support of Hawaii’s
 future.  Mahalo!
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From: Brian Wu
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB2826 and SB2236
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 2:53:23 PM

Brian Wu from Honolulu, HI writes:

Dear Chair Tokuda and Vice-Chair Kidani,  I am writing in support of SB2826, which establishes the Early
 Childhood Education Program within the Early Learning System established by section 302L-2, HRS; and SB2236,
 which authorizes the executive office on early learning to enter into agreements with the department of education
 and charter schools for use of vacant or underutilized classrooms as public preschool classrooms.   Last year, you
 made the courageous decision to begin building the foundation of a high-quality early learning system for Hawaii;
 you passed and funded a school readiness system and you looked ahead and passed a measure to place a
 constitutional amendment on the 2014 ballot to ask Hawaii’s residents if we are ready to invest in a statewide
 community preschool system – a system contracts w/ our local non-profit preschools and our public school system.
 Now, we need your help once again and pass SB2826. This measure will ensure that Hawaii’s preschool program
 will have the capacity, quality, and oversight to succeed.   Please support SB2826 and SB2236, and thank-you for
 allowing me to submit this testimony in support of Hawaii’s future.  Mahalo!
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