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The Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA), which represents the federally qualified community 
health centers in Hawaii, supports Senate Bill 2525, which seeks to establish and appropriate funds for a 
state Medicaid buy-in program. The HPCA is a strong supporter of this program, as it enables individuals 
with disabilities to become or further pursue employment opportunities while at the same time ensuring 
those individuals retain full access to needed benefits. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments: To: The Senate Committee on Human Services Aloha Sen. Chun-Oakland 
and members of the Committee, On behalf of the Community Alliance for Mental Health 
along with United Self Help we would like to lend our strong support for SB2525, the 
Medicaid Buy In. Not only is the Medicaid Buy In a crucial link in Hawai'i's Health Care 
Transformation it's an important piece in the recovery of Hawai'i's most vulnerable 
population. The Medicaid Buy In is a crucial tool in allowing the disabled to attempt to 
return to the work force. If we want to give them a fair chance then SB2525 is critical. 
Scott VVall VP/Legislative Advocate Community Alliance for Mental Health 
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Chair Chun-Oakland and Members of the Committee: 

The Hawaii Disability Rights Center testifies in support of this bill. While much progress 
has been made in the past few decades to promote the rights of individuals with 
disabilities, one area that has lagged behind has been the competitive, integrated 
employment of individuals with disabilities. While there are many factors accounting for 
this, one clear barrier is the loss or fear of loss of Medicaid benefits, be it the health care 
coverage or the home and community waiver benefits which accompany the receipt of 
Medicaid. 

For that reason, the Medicaid Buy In Program has long appeared to be a viable option 
and one we very much support. This would encourage individuals with disabilities to 
seek gainful employment and enjoy more fulfilling, productive lives. It would also ensure 
that they would maintain the services that they need to successfully live in the 
community. We served as a member of the Medicaid Buy In Task Force that has been 
convened in the interim since the last legislative session. We are in general support of 
the efforts of the Task Force and the most recent draft that was agreed upon at the last 
meeting. 

We would however like to state that we do feel that the current Task Force draft does 
not go sufficiently far with enough speed to accomplish what is needed. There is a 
delayed implementation date of three years and we feel that is much too long a period 
of time to be meaningful. Further, there is an appropriation to conduct outreach and · 
training for the program. Frankly, we do not consider this to be the best use of state 
funds. We are of the view that that money should be appropriated to actually provide 
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the services sooner in the most cost effective, efficient way. Delaying the program for 
three years and spending money on outreach and training seems to miss the more 
essential reasons for creating this program in the first place. Nonetheless, we do 
continue to support the efforts of the Task Force and recognize that further discussions 
will occur during the legislative session, such that the bill will likely be refined as the 
process moves along . 

" 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure. 
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Comments: Aloha Senators, I am writing in support of the Medicaid Buy-in provision. 
Nearly 1,000 persons have submitted testimony in support of this measure in previous 
sessions. The Medicaid Buy-in allows persons with disabilities to go back to work, and 
to keep their needed healthcare supports, so that they remain healthy. This is ultimately 
a cost savings to the state, at little cost to the Mediquest Division, as a vast majority of 
those on the Medicaid Buy-in are already receiving Medicaid, and the State is already 
paying for their QExA. Furthermore, the cost of working persons with disabilities is less 
because their health improves by working, particularly those with psychiatric disabilities. 
For example, other states have documented that the smoking rate for those on the buy­
in is lower when people go to work. Hawaii is one of only five states remaining in the 
Union that have not yet formed a Medicaid Buy-in so persons with disabilities can work, 
get out of poverty and have a chance to get off benefits. Mahalo for your consideration, 
William Mihalke 








