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S.B. 2472 
Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice  
Senate Committee on Health 
Senate Committee on Consumer Protection 
February 7, 2014; 9:00 a.m. 
 

In support of S.B. 2472, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 
 

My name is Lucy Lessard, I am the Manager of Inpatient Rehabilitation Services at The Queen’s Medical 
Center.   I would like to provide testimony in support of S.B. 2472, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice. 

 
The Queen's Medical Center is the leading medical referral center in the Pacific Basin and offers a 

comprehensive range of primary and specialized care services, including acute care physical therapy, occupational 
therapy and speech language therapy.  As the only Level II Trauma Center and only The Joint Commission-certified 
Primary Stroke Center and Hip and Knee Joint Replacement Center in the State of Hawaii, we specialize in the care 
of complex trauma, stroke, and orthopedics patients. 

 
The Queen’s Medical Center employs occupational therapists and occupational therapist assistants 

throughout our acute care and skilled nursing units.  They provide a valuable service to our patients and work 
alongside other professionals as part of the multidisciplinary team.   

 
  Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license occupational therapists and is one of 3 remaining 
states that do not license occupational therapist assistants.   The State of Hawaii educates occupational therapist 
assistants; however all occupational therapists are educated on the mainland.  The licensure of these professionals is 
necessary to ensure the highest form of oversight in order to protect the public from unqualified individuals, 
employers from hiring those individuals and to raise the quality of occupational therapy services to equal that which 
is found on the mainland. 
 

We understand that there are ongoing discussions between the Department of Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs and the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii in revising the proposal.  The Queen’s Medical Center 
is supportive of that dialog and urges passage of S.B. 2472 so that those exchanges may continue to further develop 
this measure. I am available to respond to questions and can be reached at 691-8940 or llessard@queens.org. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.   
 
Lucy Lessard, PT 
Manager, Rehabilitation Services 
The Queen’s Medical Center 
 

 
The mission of The Queen’s Health Systems is to fulfill the intent of Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV to provide in 

perpetuity quality health care services to improve the well-being of Native Hawaiians and all of the people of Hawai‘i. 
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February 5, 2014 

 

The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker 

Chair, Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 230 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  

 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

 

Dear Senator Baker; 

 

On behalf of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) I am writing in 

support of SB 2472, to revise the state occupational therapy practice act. The purpose of 

the bill is to safeguard public health, safety, and welfare; protect the public from 

incompetent, unethical or unauthorized persons; assure a high level of professional 

conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants; and 

assure the availability of high quality Occupational Therapy services to persons in need 

of such services.    

 

We are hopeful that Hawaii will become the 50th and final state to license occupational 

therapists should the bill be signed into law in 2014. Occupational therapists are currently 

licensed in 49 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico while occupational 

therapy assistants are licensed in 47 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  

AOTA fully supports this licensure effort and urges your committee to consider and pass 

SB 2472. 

 

AOTA is the national professional association representing the interests of more than 

140,000 occupational therapists, occupational therapy assistants, and students of 

occupational therapy. The practice of occupational therapy is science-driven, evidence-

based, and enables people of all ages to live life to its fullest by promoting health and 

minimizing the functional effects of illness, injury, and disability.  

 

Thank you for introducing and supporting this important legislation.  Please contact me at 

jveverka@aota.org if you have questions or need additional information about AOTA’s 

position on this legislation or the practice of occupational therapy. 

 

Sincerely;  

 
Josh Veverka 

State Policy Analyst 

mailto:jveverka@aota.org


Date:  February 4, 2014 
To:  Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 
       Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 
RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 
Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room # 229 
 
 You’re sitting in front of me because of numerous reasons. You’re in the seat because maybe 
you were voted in to represent a community that believes in you to lead and make changes to help a 
whole. You’re probably sitting in front of me because you have a passion and motivation to help a body 
of people and you represent that voice.  
 But let us imagine that an impairment has struck and physically or mentally, you are unable to 
sit here and listen. Internally, you still have motivation. But due to a cognitive impairment, you can’t 
even recall on having that passion. If you were in this position, who can help you? Who adheres to your 
motivation and your needs? Who takes into consideration you as a whole? Not merely one impairment 
relative to one body system but YOU as a whole? The practitioners working in occupational therapy do.  
 I am a student at Kapi’olani Community College (KCC) in the occupational therapy assistant 
(OTA) program and I am engaging into a career that help individuals with disabilities improve their 
quality of life. As a student at KCC’s OTA program, I’m learning about the field that I aspire to work in 
one day and learning about educating how to adapt to new experiences that may be perceived as 
challenging, discovering and engaging in meaningful activity, rehabilitation and habilitiation, and 
formulating client-centered intervention in hopes to helping our client return to occupation and 
immerse themselves in the community.  
 As you may know, Hawaii is the ONLY state in America that isn’t licensed and I ask if you hear 
our voices out and change that. Licensure will ultimately lead to a high level of competency and 
validates our services at a higher quality. As the AOTA moves forward with the centennial vision 2017 of 
strengthening our capacity to influence and lead, linking research, education, and practice, and 
articulate our value, I ask that you help Hawaii move forward as well. I advocate for my profession to 
move forward and become licensed. 
 I hope that you hear our testimonies as we educate you on our profession and the importance 
of licensure for working occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants. As individuals living 
within our community in Hawai’i, let us work with each other side by side to improve the quality of life 
for all. Let licensure for occupational therapy practitioners pass. Thank you! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Quitoriano 
KCC OTA Student 
 

 

 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: cyclivio@msn.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2472 on Feb 7, 2014 09:00AM
Date: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 6:59:43 PM

SB2472
Submitted on: 2/5/2014
Testimony for HTH/CPN on Feb 7, 2014 09:00AM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Cynthia Clivio Hawaii Athletic
 Trainers' Association Support No

Comments: The Hawaii Athletic Trainers' Association supports licensure for
 Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants as being in the best
 interest of public protection.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cyclivio@msn.com


 
Date:  February 4, 2014 
 
To:  Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker - Chair 
        Honorable Senator Josh Green - Chair 
 
Hearing:  February 7, 2014    9:00 am ;   room #229 
 
RE:  Bill # SB2472 
 
We are occupational therapists, physical therapists, speech therapists, clerks and 
volunteers, employed at REHAB at Aiea, a satellite clinic of the Rehabilitation 
Hospital of the Pacific.  We strongly support Bill # SB2472 to license both 
occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 
 
At REHAB at Aiea, occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in 
assisting our patients to regain hand function and independence with self care, 
activities of daily living, community activities and work activities. Our occupational 
therapy services assist patients with safely following post hand surgery protocols.  
We fabricate hand splints to support fragile joints, protect healing fractures, and 
rest spastic or weak hand, wrist and elbow muscles.  We educate our patients in 
body mechanics and adaptive aids which allow them to be safe, independent, and 
prevent injury. 
 
We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight 
and will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons 
not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy practice. 
 
We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill 
which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.  If you have any additional questions, we 
can be reached at 486-8000.   Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gwen Ing, OTR, REHAB at Aiea Clinic Manager 
 
Deborah Suan, OTR 



Rachelle Lam, OTR 
 
Jaymie Nishimura, DPT 
 
Ken Mormimoto, DPT 
 
Mavis Yokoyama, PT 
 
Derek Atta, DPT 
 
Matthew Potts, CCC-SLP 
 
Sheryll Paglinawan Ramones, Clerk 
 
Michelle Kashiwabara, Clerk 
 
Kalei Doane, Clerk 
 
Lori Ann Raguindin, Clerk 
 
Francis Chee, PT 
 
Jensen Ishida, Volunteer 
 
REHAB at Aiea 
Pearlridge Center Phase II Suite 425 
98-1005 Moanalua Road 
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 
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Date: February4,2014 

To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, chair - Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Prob!ction 
Honorable Senator Brian I. Taniguch~ Vice Chair- Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Protection 

Hearing: February07, 2014, 9:00 am, conference room 229 
RE: SB-2472 

We are occupational therapists employed at a behavioral health hospital I strongly 
support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTRJ and occupational 
therapy assistants (OTA) in HawalL 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At this behavioral health hospital where I am employed, occupational therapy 
practitioners play an integral part in each patient's recovery. We teach daily living 
and coping skills to help patients manage the symptoms of their mental illness 
within their circumstances and environment, and help them to successfully 
reintegrate back into the community. 

I strongly feel thatlicensure provides the highest form of government oversight and 
will continue to: 1) safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons 
not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services In HaWaii. This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy practice. 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill 
which would provide full llcensure for both occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, we 
can be reached at suarez808@cs.com. Thank you for this opportunity to provide 
testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~Q-~()l)(!__ 
~dy A. ~arez, OTR 0 



02-06-14;06:40AM; ; B()S-522-4274 

February S, 2014 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair Health Committee 
Senator Rosalyn Balcer, Chair Commerc;;e & Consumer Protection Committee 

RE: SB 2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing; Friday, February 7, 2014 
Conference Room 229 - 9:00 a.m. 

l am Avis Sakata, OTR, President of the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii 
[OTAll) which represents over 560 occupational therapists (OTR) and 125 
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in HawaiL Occupational Therapy 
practitioners are employed in many settings througliout the State, including 
hospitals, schools, skilled nursing fecilities, Veterans Administration, Tripler Army 
Medical Center, mental health and community-based programs to name a few. 

Occupational Therapy is a science driven, evidence-based health care profession 
that focuses on helping people of all ages, regain, develop, or maximize everyday 
skills in order to live independent and productive lives. Occupational Therapy 
services are provided for the purpose of promoting health and wellness to those 
who have or-are at risk fur developing an illness, injury, disease, disability or 
condition. Occupational therapy also addresses the physical, cognitive, 
psychosocial, sensory and other aspects of performance to support engagement in 
everyday life actiVlties. 

Occupational Therapy practitioners are recognized members of the.healthcare 
rehabilitation and/or educational team which may be comprised of physicians, 
nurses, physical therapists, speech therapists, PWcbologists, social worl<ers, case 
managers. teachers and others. As a healthcare provider, occupational therapy 
practitioners provide, but are not limited to; l) assessment and evaluation of our 
patients/ clients needs and development of an appropriate treatment plan; Z] 
interventions focused on dally living skills, work readiness, play or educational 
performance skills; 3) and interventions that include sensorimotor, neuromuscular, 
cognitive or psychosocial components. 

# 2/ 3 



02-06-14;06:40AM; :SOS-522-4274 

Senate Committees on Health and Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Friday, February7, 2014- 9:00 a.m. 
Conference Room 229 
RE: SB 2472 

Occupational therapists possess either Bachelors, Masters or Doctorate degrees 
while occupational therapy assistants graduate with an Associates Degree. Both the 
occupational therapist and assistant work collaboratively in providing rehabilitation 
services to their patients and clients. 

Occupational therapists (OTR) are currently regulated by Chapter 457G -
registration. however, licensure would ensure the highest degree of government 
regulation that would safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare. Hawaii ls 
the last state to gain licensure regulation for occupational therapists and the last of 
three states for occupational therapy assistants. Llcensure wlll also protect your 
constituents from incompetent persons and persons who are not qualified to 
perform occupational therapy services and require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of the occupational therapy practitioners. Lastly, 
Ii censure will also ensure insurance payor reimbursement from private insurers 
such as HMSA Centers for Medicare and Medicaid recognize the qualifications of 
the occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants as proposed in SB 
2472 to provide occupational therapy services to Medicare and Medicaid 
beneficiaries. 

We strongly support tlte intent of SB 2472 that will provide for Ii censure of both 
occupational therapists and occupational tlterapy assistants and would further 
define the practice of Occupational Therapy. We are aware that DCCA bas proposed 
amendments to SB 2472 that would further clarify the initiation of tlte licensure 
program. We have worked in collaboration witlt Sandra Matsushima, Executive 
Officer for Occupational Therapy and OTAH is in agreement with the amendments. 

We ask that you and your committee look favorably on passage of SB 2472 with the 
given amendments proposed by DCCA If you have any questions, I can be reached 
at 522-4602. 

Sincerely, 

rAllr'ti~,~ 
Avis Sakata, OTR 
President, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii 
(808)522-4602 

# 31 3 



From: CPN Testimony
To: green2 - Chelsea
Subject: FW: SB-2472/HB-2042
Date: Thursday, February 06, 2014 8:00:40 AM

 
 
From: Briana Dacoscos [mailto:briana4@hawaii.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2014 6:47 AM
To: HTHTestimony; CPN Testimony
Subject: SB-2472/HB-2042
 
To: Honorable Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair
       Honorable Representative Derek Kawakami, Vice Chair
       House Committee on Consumer Protection
 
From: Briana Dacoscos, KCC OTA student
Date: February 6, 2014
RE: Testimony in support of H.B 2042– Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
 
I am a student of the Occupational Therapy Assistant program at Kap’iolani
 Community College. I strongly support H.B 2042 to license both occupational
 therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawai’i because I
 believe every person with or without a disability is entitled to living up to their full
 potential.
 
As a student I’ve done a couple volunteering in the rehabilitation departments at
 Kap’iolani hospital for women and children, Palolo Chinese Home, and CHART
 rehab. I believe that helping patients with various physical, sensory, cognitive and/or
 psychosocial impairments is definitely an aspect where occupational therapy is
 necessary. In comparison to opportunities to practice occupational therapy in Hawaii
 compared to the mainland, where I did a year of exchange at the University of
 Washington (Seattle), there is a wider range of options.
 
As you probably are aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license
 Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license
 Occupational Therapy Assistants.
 
I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and
 will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those
 seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not
 qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional
 conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants
 and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill
 will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.
I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, which
 would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy
 assistants in Hawaii. I can be reached at briana4@hawaii.edu or (808) 230-7762.

mailto:/O=HAWAII STATE LEGISLATURE/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CPNTESTIMONY
mailto:green2@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:briana4@hawaii.edu


 Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Briana Dacoscos
OTA Student at Kap’iolani Community College 



Fib-05-14 04!35pm F rarn-l(CC H111 I th Sci 1no11/EMS 
808-714-81!6 

To: llonorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
Honorable Senator Brian Tllniguchi, Vice Chair 
Senate House Committee on Con$Uillcr Protection 

Honorable Senator Josh Gn:cn, Chair 
Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair 
Senate Committ= on Health 

Honorable Senator David Jge, Chair 
Honorable Senatar MicheUe Kidani, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: Harrisan Do~ OTA Student 

Date: Febrtuuy S, 2014 

Re: T~ony in l!RJ!DOrt ofS.!!. 2472- Oscupaijo!!!I Tl!mpy Practice 

T-112 P.DDllDDI F-141 

I am an Occupational therapy asslstant student studying here In the .state of HU:waii, and I am 
here to support OT Llcensure. I believe doe to the increasing age of our current populatton.. and the fact 
that our practice is now being recogntzed as a primary care resource in the new health care act. I 
personally feel that obtatning OT Ucensure in the state of Hawaii will only benefit our field as a whole 
and will evoke a higher standard of practice from o\Jr current practitioners. Hawsli is currently the onl'/ 
smte in the nation not provlc;ling lk:ensure for OT practice and I belleve with or licensure wUI come the 
benefits of reculatlon on a health care field that in the following years will be pushed to their limits by 

an ever growing agh11 popule.tion that demands our services. I believe to provlde licensure, ls detour 
shortcoming of our health care field, whic;:h Is ever so vital to the health and wellbeing of our growing 
population. As an Occu,~tlonal therapy assistant student studying here in the state of Hawaii, I proucUy 
support OT llcensure. 

l humbly thank Vol.I for your time 

Slocerely, 

Harrison Doi, OTA Student 



Date: February 4, 2014 

 

To: Honorable Senator Joshua Green-Chair of the Senate Health Committee 

 Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker-Vice Chair of the Health Committee 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room # 229 

 

I am currently a student in the Occupational Therapy Program at Kapiolani 

Community College and have done several clinical works at various facilities.  I have 

been privileged to observe and participate in OT settings such as Rehabilitation, 

Mental Health, Adult day health/care and I have also witness firsts hand the 

importance of a skilled and competent Occupational Therapist.  

These individuals are responsible for ensuring the quality of life and allowing 

the chance for independence for those who suffer from illnesses such as but not 

limited to degenerative disease, mental health disorders, and physical dysfunction 

brought on by old age.   

The life we are given is not preserved in any way and we are all bound to 

deter ate at some point, wouldn’t you want a experienced and licensed therapist to 

care for you when you get there This licensure will enable the current OT 

practitioners in the state of Hawaii to continue competent treatments to its patient 

and safeguarded the public against harm.  While most individuals progress and 

show improvement with skilled and unskilled therapy services there are those 

whom need a maintenance program instead.  Passing this bill will allow the 

therapist to render such treatment under the newly revised Medicare guidelines.  

I encourage you and your committee to look favorably upon passage of bill 

numbers SB-2472. This would offer full licensure for Occupational Therapy 

practitioners across the board in the state of Hawaii. Thank you for allowing me this 

time to provide my testimony.  



 

Sincerely,  

 

Byron K. Kerston (OTS) 



FEB-06-2014 08:33 From:8084325EM5 

flt KAISER PERMANENTE. 

Date: 0211M!/14 

To: Honorable Chair Senator Josh Green of the Senate Commerce and 
C:OO.umer Protection Committee . 
Honanlllllt Vice Chair Roaalyn Baker of the Senate Comrnerca and Consumer 
p~ Commlttae 

Hearing: Friday, 02/07/14 
9:00a.m. 
Confe!8nce Room 229 

Re: Senate Bill 2472 
Rehltlng to Occupational Therapy Practice 

We ara Occupational Therapl8ts employed at Kaiser Permanente Medical Center 
Outpatient Sennces. We s11ongly support of SB2472 to ficenae both Ocwpational 
Therapilllll (OTR) and Occupational Therapy A88ielanls (OTA) in Hawaii. 

HllWBli ia the only state in the natton that does not license Occupational Ther&plsta. 
Hawaii Is one of lhrea states 1hat do not license Occupatlonal Therapy Asslslant8. 

At Kaiser Outpatient Rehabilitation Services, 1he Occupational Therapists and 
Occupational Therapy Assietants provide vital 1herapy services to patianla who are 
recovering from traumatic orthopedic injuries, delicate and specific post-operative 
procedures, brain injuries, strokes, etc. We also provide work simulation services to 1hose 
workers who _,, Injured on the job and are In need of learning to safely return to their 
jobs. 

We face constant challenges on a dally beais $1ld require providers of Occupationsil 
Therapy selVices to anticipate the probsbiilties of developing and managing post-<>P 
surgical tiasue heafing, avoiding any development of infection, neurological changes that 
would Indicate that there might be something more occurring In the brain, etc. 

We strongly feel lhal llcensure provides the highest fonn ol government oversight and will 
continue to: 1) SafegU81d the public's health, safety and weHare; 2) Protect those seeking 
Ocwpational Therapy services from Iha incompetent persons and persons not qualified to 
perfonn these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part 
of Ocwpatlonal Therapists and Ocwpatlonal Therapy A88ietanls. and 4) Provide the 
highest quality of Occupational Therapy services In Hawaii. The bill will rurther define the 
scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

Koiler Mopunojnm co;,;c 
2828 Pa'a Stnaet 
Honolulu, Hawal 96819 
Phone: (SOB) 432..srn) 



. .CCS-86-2014 E:33 From:EBl43:!5845 

~ SUIJpCllt a. passage rl SB 2472 which would provide ful licllnlUre for bolfl 
Ocoupational 1harapisl& and Occupational Therapy Assislantll In H-n. If yoo haw any 
questions. fael he ID ccntact Cathy Collado, OT, at rath«!n!; co!!adq@k,p.g. Thank 

: '·" ·'·· llQUfllr1hlltcr1 ill 'l\r 111 provide tnllmony In 1a-r1ss :Mn. 



To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair        
 Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co- Chair       
 Senate Committee on Consumer Protection   

 Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair          
 Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair        
 Senate Committee on Health   

From:   Cheryll S. Macaraeg, OTA student 

Date:    January 30, 2014 

Re:       Testimony in support of S.B. 2472 – Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing:  February 7, 2014, 9:00 AM, Conference Room #229 

Imagine you have a disability whether it is a stroke or cognitive impairment. Would you want to play with 
your kids, grandkids, or participate in family functions? Still drive a vehicle? Do you want to live your 
life to the fullest and independently? How would you do that despite your health condition? Young or old, 
we all have a job to do- the job of living. Learning, growing, playing, working, managing our homes and 
caring for our families are among the “occupations” of life. When we struggle with the above mentioned, 
it is devastating. Occupational therapy will help you bring back those valued occupations.  

I am a second year Occupational therapy assistant student at Kapi’olani Community College. I strongly 
support Bill # SB 2472 to license both Occupational Therapist (OTR) and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. I am writing to you as a future OT practitioner, today I ask you to consider 
licensing both OT’s and OTA’s in Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state does not currently license Occupational Therapists (OTR) 
and one of 3 remaining states that do not license Occupational Therapy Assistants.  

The experience of disability is a concern for Hawaii. According to a 2011 report by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, an estimated 10.2% of Hawaii’s population experiences some type of disability. Disability 
not only impacts the individual that presents with some type of physical, sensory, cognitive, and/or 
psychosocial impairment but also impacts members of our community who directly or indirectly provide 
and/or fund care-related services. It is in our best interest to equip and empower persons with disabilities 
to live with independence, self-respect, and meaning. 

Occupational Therapy is a holistic, dynamic, and evolving profession, characteristic of the diversity of 
individuals that we serve in order to meet everyday needs of our clients in our ever-changing world in 
which we all live in. Occupational therapy teaches people how to live their life to the fullest, by helping 
people functionally engage in their everyday roles. Its helping others find what is meaningful to them, 
what really drives their lives, and to overcome their challenges; using the most useful and creative 
therapy. OT is a caring profession. What we really do is help patients who have lost or some of their 
disability to perform everyday tasks to do those same activities- just in a different way. How can you live  



Testimony in Support of SB2472         
January 30, 2014                 
Page 2 of 2 

 

your life to the fullest if the OT practitioner you are working with is incompetent, unqualified, and giving 
poor quality of care? Your health may be at stake.  

As a OTA student and future practitioner, I strongly feel that licensure will help: 1.) demonstrate the level 
of competency, 2.) Safeguard the public’s health, safety, and welfare, 3.) Protect those seeking 
occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these 
services, 4.) require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants, and 5.) Provide the highest quality of occupational services in Hawaii. 
This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would provide 
full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. Thank you 
for taking the time to review my testimony. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
csajo@hawaii.edu 

 

Sincerely, 

Cheryll S. Macaraeg, OTA student 

 



02/06/2014 07:47 6065832840 

08"': February 4, 2014 

(BOB) S93-ZB40 
HHR8 14760 P.004/~06 

To: Honorable Senator Rmalyn Baker, Chair of the ctimmorce and cansumer Protection Committee 

Honorable Senator Brien Te.ni&UChl, co-chair of the Commerce and Consumer ProtactlOn Commlttee 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an /ID; Rolatlng to Otcupational Therapy Prattlce 

Hearing: Febrwry 7, 2014, ,9:00AM, Conference Room # 229 

My name is f"ttJ.nWt.. °'-"~'fand l have been a consumer oroccupationar 
'J'her11tpy services at Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services. I am asking that you 
support this hill that would llcense both Occupattonal Therapists and.OccupatJonal 
'l'herapy Asststants in Hawaii. 

I was Very forrunate to have a competent and caring occupational therapist 
that worked with me to regain use or my hand for my Injury. Therefore, I kindly ask 
that you look favorably on lhis bill that would allow full licensure for Occupational 
'l'herapists in Hawa.ii. There services are invaluable. 

Injury/condition sustained: tro.~I""'- .; hn~"' ;.j...,~ 
Course of therapy: tf'\'\\)rouc... ro."~ c:.f 't'l'WJt, ..... ! \v..('l.:ii. ~ti°" 
Services I received: (brace, home program, format therapy) brc.c., \,.- .,."., ... 
1--.~~~~. ' 

What l couldn 1t do: "°"'-'a no-\ ~-u:i ~1'1b'" i c~...u I'•'\ !lr...io ~ CO-\.J. ~' to.c'J ~ oc ~fCJ 
What.lean do now! <V' ... .l-1.M~tb""'°' 1\.\-u.,i...\,~\ O..(.:(ii.t..wl ~:. '!ilh\\ '°"""~~ t...h11...i"""'.Y... ~ 

U\ \ .. 'fAw'JI~ ~I'll. c.......Jr:..M , -h ~ ""'~ ~·( ~l~ 
For the sake of consumers like myself, I ask that your committee look 

favorably upon lic~nsing Occupational 1'heraptsts and Assistants ·in liawail. Thank 
you for your timt:i. 

Sincerely,-:J~ ~ 

PatientName f'R"l'.lt..Lto.SG. C..t\AMfD1JY.. 
TelcphoneNumber qu,1,i;3 11 \.\loo-..'.~ ;J-..) 

. ' 



---····---~--------··~----~l 

Date: 2/5/14 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair Committee on Health 
Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair Committee on Health 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:00a.m., conference room #229 

RE: SB2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy 

I am an occupational therapist and I strongly support SB24 72 to license both 
occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not cmrently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

Occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in helping people across the 
lifespan participate meaningfully in the things they want or need to do through the 
therapeutic use of everyday activities (occupations). 

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will 
continue to: 1) safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking 
occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to 
perfmm these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part 
of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest 
quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the 
scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

I hope that you and your committee vyill look favorably upon passage of this bill which 
would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy 
assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, I can be reached at 
christygrayot@gmail.com. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 
/'.d _,/ c 
e,/£..j't,7\, /-r"-1:}: cf?l'--

Christy L. Gray, OTR 
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Dete: February4,.lll14 

To; -Sir'' 'tlilihlmGreen-OiairofllieSe<liteHealthCommitlee 

'Honorabtll!!-SeaRor-...t'ft Bal<er--Vi.aa O\air of the 1'lealth Commlttl!I 

RE: SB 24n A l!lllfor.llft'A<t llelatl1111 \0 o.c-tfonal Therapy Practke 

Heirflne: --71~!1:9o.AM. Conf0t"""" lloom#229 

.... ,.,. ···---...... -- . 
:;~aniel Singer. I am a board certlfled O"*?pedk: Hand and 

Upper . · n. The occupa~onal therapist pla~amnt181J1'81 and 
lrnportant rOle .\rt.the rehabilitation of my patients, many of which have sustained 
injuries rangtrig from hand and wrist fractUres, tendon injuries, amputations, Joint 
replacements, nerve injuries an·d m'icrovascular reconstruction in both children and 
adults. 

·rhe occupational therapists have dernons.trated competency by adhering to 
my reha:bilitatipn protocol in guiding my patients to have the best functional 
.recovery. which in turns leads them to re.turning to their daUy :actfvities without 
significant complicatlons or impairment..;;. ' 

Due to tho varying degrees of Injury and severity with my patients, l feel that 
licc-ns_ure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to 
provide my pati.ents, your family members and your constituents wlth optimum 
care. I urge yo\1 and your committee member! to pass this bill 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Singer. M.D. 
Orthopedic Asso(iates 
1401 Beretanla Stree~ Suite #750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
521·8109 



Date:  February 5, 2014 
 
To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair – Committee on Commerce and Consumer 

Protection 
  Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair – Committee on Commerce and 

Consumer Protection 
 
Hearing: February 07, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Rm. 229 
 
RE:  SB 2472 
 
I am an occupational therapist employed at a behavioral health facility.  I strongly support 
SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants 
(OTA) in Hawaii. 
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational 
Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy 
Assistants. 
 
At the behavioral health facility where I am currently employed, occupational therapy 
practitioners play an integral role in each patient’s recovery.  We teach daily living, 
communication, and coping skills, and provide opportunities to practice functional life skills 
for patients with mental illness.  We help them to successfully reintegrate back into the 
community.  
 
We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will 
continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking 
occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to 
perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of 
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest 
quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the 
scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 
 
We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which 
would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy 
assistants in Hawaii.  If you have any additional questions, I can be reached at 
craftotlady@gmail.com.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
Dawn Noguchi-Lui, OTR 
 
 
 

mailto:craftotlady@gmail.com


To:  Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair 

 Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Vice Chair 

 Senate Committee on Consumer Protection 

 

 Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair 

 Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair 

 Senate Committee on Health 

 

 Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 

 Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

 Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

 

From: Jennifer Zaryske, OTA student 

Date: January 27, 2014 

Re: Testimony in support of SB 2472 relating to licensing of Occupational Therapists and 
Occupational Therapy Assistants 

I am currently a student at Kapi’olani Community College, Occupational Therapy Assistant program. I am 
training to someday be a Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant in the state of Hawaii. I chose this 
profession for my associate’s degree because I feel that working with those who are disabled and making 
a difference in their quality of life is the most rewarding way for me to give back to the community.  

Currently Hawaii is one of only 3 states that do not license its Occupational Therapists (OTR) or its 
Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA).  Licensing in any health care profession is an opportunity for 
government oversight in 1) protecting the public’s health, safety and welfare  2) providing the highest 
quality of occupational therapy to patients 3) insuring the highest standards of professional conduct from 
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants 4) protecting patients seeking occupational 
therapy from persons not qualified in performing these services. 

I strongly support passing SB 2473 in favor of full licensure of Occupational Therapists and 
Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. I am writing you today to ask you for your support in 
passing such an important bill. Your assistance in this matter is much appreciated 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Zaryske 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



To:      Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
           Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Vice Chair  
           Senate House Committee on Consumer Protection 

           Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair 
           Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair  
           Senate Committee on Health  

           Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
           Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair  
           Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

From: Derick Fajardo, OTA Student 

Date: February 5, 2014 

Re: Testimony in support of S.B. 2472- Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

I’m currently a 2nd year student in the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at Kapiolani 
Community College due to graduate in May of 2014. Prior to joining the OTA program, I 
originally planned to major in nursing but I decided to sign up for OTA at the last minute. After 
submitting my application, I was waitlisted. If I didn’t get accepted, I signed up for Medical 
Assisting as my plan B. I got a regret letter but I received a voicemail stating that there were 2 
vacant spots due to sudden departures and I changed majors. I’ve spent the last 2 years taking 
rigorous courses, gaining hands on experience at clinical sites each semester, and being exposed 
to the concept of occupational therapy. As a possible occupational therapy practitioner in the 
near future, take bill H.B. 2042 into consideration as Hawaii is the only state to not have 
licensure and one of three to not license OTA’s. 
 
OT is an upcoming yet underrated occupation based profession that is often overshadowed by its 
similar counterpart, physical therapy. Aside from exercising, what sets us apart from PT is our 
holistic, client-centered approach. Instead of focusing on strengthening a specific part of the 
body, this profession approaches patients by looking at the patient as a whole. OT focuses on 
patient’s needs after an injury, illness, or disability and to have them participate in meaningful 
roles and activities. With the motto “live life to its fullest”, it’s important for patients to have an 
outstanding quality of life and to receive the highest quality of care in order to restore and 
resume independence in daily living. We don’t have a specific target audience as our profession 
has services available for patients throughout the lifespan, from infancy to elderly. OT 
practitioners can be seen in the DOE working with children to develop socialization skills with 
classmates, teaching a group of mentally ill individuals to navigate the internet, leading an 
exercise program for the elderly in a daycare setting, teaching patients how to operate adaptive 
equipment such as a dressing stick, and instructing patients to perform feeding, grooming, and 
dressing in a rehab setting.  
 
What also makes this profession unique is its broad perspective, meaning that OT practitioners 
are exposed to specialty areas depending on demographics and facility. For example, if an OT 



practitioner enjoys working with kids, he/she may end up in the DOE or in a pediatric setting 
such as Variety School or Shriner’s Hospital. If their interested in mental health and prefers 
working with the mentally ill, they can work in Hawaii State Hospital or Mental Health Kokua. 
If elderly is an appropriate target audience, OT practitioners could become activity coordinators 
in a daycare setting such as Salvation Army or perform rehabilitative services in Palolo Chinese 
Home or VA. The OT profession changes continuously and it’s important for practitioners to 
remain up to date by taking continuing education units within a 3 year span in order remain 
certified. Taking online or lecture courses, attending conferences, or becoming a supervisor for 
OTA students are examples of obtaining CEU’s. 
 
As OTA students, we are sent to traditional or non-traditional settings every semester on Friday’s 
to expose ourselves to different specialty areas as well as thinking ahead and having a “what if” 
moment. I personally see myself in long term care rehab, activities, and in a mental health 
facility due to my clinical experience and volunteering at Palolo Chinese Home. I strongly feel 
that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1) 
Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare, 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy 
services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services, 3) 
Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants, and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services in Hawaii. This bill will provide a detailed explanation of occupational therapy practice. 
 
I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would 
provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in 
Hawaii. If you have any questions, contact me at dfajardo@hawaii.edu. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Derick Fajardo, OTA Student 
 

mailto:dfajardo@hawaii.edu
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826 S. King Street 
HanolUlu, Hawaii 96913 
Telephone {BDS) 523-9043 
Fax (808) 526-0673 

An Emp/Ofe9 DIWHH1 Company 

February 6, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Josh Green- Chair, Committee on Health 

08:01:03a.m. 02-0fi-2014 

Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker~ Vice Chair, Committee on Health and 
Chair, Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Honotable Senator Brian T. Tanigirehi- Vice Chair, Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Protection 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:ot!AM, Room 229 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 

I am an Occupational Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. I strongly support Senate 
Bill 2472 to license both Occupllliooal Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in 
Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupatiorutl Therapy Assistants. 

At CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii, occupational dierapy practitioners play an integral part in 
rehabilitating patients with acute, sub-acute and chronic injuries. We work with many injured workers 
and help them return to their jobs with work simulation programs. We also perform functional capacity 
evaluations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluations. 

We .!i'trongly feel that lli:eosure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1) 
safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services 
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest 
degree of professional conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also further define the soope of occupational therapy practice. 

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, which wou1d provide 
full Jicensore fOl' both occupatioDDl therapists and o:ccupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. H you have 
any additional questions. we can be reached at cbart1979@hawaiirr.com. Thank you for this opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

tbw~taJl, (JvK_ 
Ann Mari Konishi, OTR. 
CHART Rehabilitation ofl!awaii 
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From: Donna Lee
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Support of SB2472
Date: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 8:08:07 PM

Date:  February 5, 2014
 
To:   Senator Josh Green, Chair Committee on Health
        Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair Committee on Health
 
Hearing:  Friday, February 7, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in Conference Room 229
 
Re:  SB 2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
 
I am an occupational therapist employed at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(Pacific Island Healthcare Systems).  I strongly support SB 2472 to license both 
occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants.
 
At the VA occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in providing services
 to our veterans at both inpatient and outpatient services physical disabilities and 
mental health areas.
 
I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and 
will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those 
seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not 
qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional 
conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants 
and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii.  This bill
 will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.
 
I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which 
would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy 
assistants in Hawaii.  If you have any additional questions, I can be reached at 
donna.lee@va.gov or work at 433-0613.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide 
testimony!
 
Sincerely,

Donna Lee, OTR, BCMH, CAPS
AOTA Board Certification in Mental Health
VA-PIHCS
459 Patterson Rd – 116
Honolulu, HI  96819

mailto:smilingheart@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:donna.lee@va.gov


Feb. 6. 2014 9:21AM 

Date: February S, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator 1osh Green 
Chair, Committee on Health 
Seoator Rosalyn Baker 
Co-Chair Committee on Health 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014 at.9 AM 

RE: SB 2472 

No. 0011 P. 2/2 

I atn an Occupational Therapist employed at Hale Ola Kino, the Health care Center at 
One Kalakaua Senior Living. I strongly support SB 24 72 to license both Occupational 
Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. Hawaii is the 
only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists and one of 3 remaining 
states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At Hale Ola Kino, the Health Care Center at One Kalakaua Senior Living, Occupational 
Therapy practitioners play an integral part in the rehabilitation of seniors with orthopedic 
and neurologic disorders such as hip fractures and strokes, amongst many other 
diagnoses. 

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of govermnent oversight and will 
continue to: I) Safeguard the public's health, safety and welfilre; 2) Protect those seeking 
Occupational Therapy services from incompetent persons and persom not qualified to 
perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part 
of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants and 4) Provide the 
highest quality of Occupational Therapy services in Hawaii for people of all ages. In 
addition, this bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which 
would provide full licensure for both Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, I can b~ reached at 
808.983.4449. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Frances Nishioka. OTR 

Gemesis Rehab Services 
Hale Ola Kino 
1617 Kalakaua Ave. 
Honclulu, HI 96826 
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Date: 

To: 

Hearing: 

RE: 

February 6, 2014 

Senator Rosillyn Baker, Chair Committee on Commerce & Consumer 
Protection 
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-Chair Commillee on Commerm & 
Consumer ProtectiOn 

Friday, February 7, 2.014 at 9:00 a.m. 

SB2472 

I am an Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) who has practiced Occupational Therapy 
and I am an educator. I s1rongly support SB 2472 to license both occupallonal 1herapists 
(OTR) and occupational therapy asslslanls (OTA) in tlawaiL 

As you may be aware, Hawafl is the only state !tlat does not ourrently license 
Occupational TheraptslS (OTR) and one of 3 remaining - that does not ficense 
Occupational Therapy Assislanla. 

As an Occupalfonal Therapy Assistant, I understand !Ital OCCUpallonal Therapy 
practitioners play an integral pan in asseso;;ng children and adults with physical or 
mental f1eallh di$Bbil~ie& and in developing erient centered intetvenlions to ma>dmlZI! the 
individual's potential to function independently. The impact that Occupational Therapists 
and Occupational Therapy Assislanlll have on pOSilive health outcomes fer our 
communlly is deserving of support for SB 2472. 

As an educaUJr, I S\M entnusiaStic students Who are drawn to the dynamic profe&olon of 
Occupational Therapy. They s!liVe to learn and develop tllelr skills in Older lo help 
otheJS. When studenlS are trained, cetlifled and Hcensed in our state, they Will become 
the pracli!kmers for the 21" cenb.Jry, helping to flll Hawaii's need for caring, C0111pslent 
heallhQore wolkets. 

I slrmlgly feel that llcensure pt0\lld"8 lhe lighest form of government oveisiglt! and wiH 
continue to: 1) safeguard the public's health, safely and welfare; 2) Protect lhaoe 
seeking ocoupalional lherapy services from \ncompe1ent persons and parsons not 
qualllied to perform these services; 3) Require tile high...t degree of professional 
conduct an !he pat! of occupational therapists and occupational lhenipy 1188istants and 
4) Prcvfde the hlgllest quality of occupational Uterapy se<vtces in Hawaii. This blll will 
also further define the scope of Occupational TheraPY practice. 

I hcipe that you and your committee wfft look favorably upon passage of 1111& bill which 
would provide full llc:ensure for both occupational lheraplst$ and ocoupational therapy 
asolstanla in Hawaii. ~you have any additional questions, - can be reached at 737-
0905. Thank you for this opportlmity lo ~ teslimony. 

Sincerely, 

Co.,.e,~~~ 

Carol Paul-Watanabe, COTA, MPH 
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Date: February 4, 2014 

(808) 593-2840 
HHRS 14780 P.003/00G 

To: Honorable senator Rosalyn Baker, Ola;, of the Commerte and Consumer Protection Committee 

Honorable-senatOr Brian Tanlguchl, Co-c::holli" of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Commlttee 

RE: SB24n A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational The,.py Practice 

Hearinc: February 7, 2014,. ~!OOAM, Conference Room 1 229 

My na1ne is Dr. Gary Blum. 1 am a board cetUfted Orthopedic Hand and Upper 
Extremity Surgeon. ·rhe occupational therapist plays an integral and important role 
in the rehabiliriltlon of" my patients, many of which have sustained injuries ranging 
from hand and wris[ fractures, [endon injuries, amputations. Joint replacements, 
nervt!" injuries and microvascular reconstruction in both children and adu1ts. 

The Occupational therapists h~ve demonstrated competency by adhering to 
my rehabilitation protocol In guiding my patients to have the best Functional 
recl)Very which in turns leads them to returning to their daily activities without 
significant complications or in1pairments. 

Due to the varyin.g,degrees of injury and severity with my patients, I feel that 
licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to 
provide my patients. your family members and your constituents with optimum 
care·. I urge you an(i your committee members to pass this bill. 

Gary Blum, M.D. 
Orthopedic Associates 
140 I Beretania Street, Suite #750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
524-2663 
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826 s. King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone (SOB) 523-9043 
Fax (808J 526-0673 

An Employee Owned Campany 

February 6, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator JO&b Green-Chair, Committee on Health 

08:01:50a.m. 02-0fi-2014 

Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker- Vice Chair, Committee on Health and 
Chair, Committee on Comrrerce and Consumer Protection 

Honorable senator Brian T. Taniguchi- Vice Chair, Committee on Commeree and 
Consumer Protection 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Room229 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 

I em an Occupational Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. I strongly Support-Senate 
Bill 2472 to Ileen'" both Occupational Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in 
Hawaii 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only· state that does not cum::ntly license Occupational Therapists 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii, Occupational thei:apy practitioners play an integral part in 
rehabilitating patients with acute, sub-acute and chronic injuries. We work With many injured workers 
and help them return to their jobs with wotk:-simuJation programs. We also perfonn functional capacity 
evaluations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluations. 

We strongly feel that licensare provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: l) 
safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2.) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services 
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest 
degree of professional conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also further define the seppe of occupational therapy practice. 

We hope lb at you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, which would provide 
full licemure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have 
any additional questions, we can be reached at chartl979@hawaij.IT.com. Thank )'QU for this opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~6, Uff-'.._, 0;t71-
lamesNakada, COTA 
CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii 
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5900 Otter Strom Street, Wahiawa, HI 96786 
Jdavis4@hawaii.edu   (808) 312-1995 

 

To:   Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 
 Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Committee 
 
RE:  SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 
 
Hearing:  February 7, 2014, 9:00 AM, Conference Room #229 
 
From:   Jennifer Davis, OTAS 
 
Date:   January 5, 2014 

I am a current student of the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at Kapiolani Community College 
located in Honolulu, Hawaii.  I strongly support SB2472 to license both Occupational Therapist (OTR) 
and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. I support licensure of occupational therapy 
practitioners because it provides guidelines and standards that protect consumers and improve the 
profession as a whole. 

Occupational therapy is a science-driven, evidence-based profession that enables people of all ages to 
live life to its fullest by helping them promote health and prevent—or live better with—illness, injury or 
disability.  Occupational therapy practitioners play a vital role as health care professionals to assist 
these individuals in developing and/or regaining skills important for independent functioning, health 
and well-being.  They assist patients and their families in efforts to adapt to disruptions in lifestyle. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics predicted an increase in demand for occupational therapists of 29% from 
2012 to 2022. Increasingly, OTs are developing new practice areas including school violence reduction, 
driver rehabilitation, ergonomics consulting, wellness, aging in place, and welfare to work programs. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapist 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

As a future occupational therapy practitioner, I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of 
government oversight and will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) and 
persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct 
on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest 
quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the scope of 
Occupational Therapy Practice. 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would provide 
full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.  If you 
have any additional questions, I can be reached at jdavis4@hawaii.edu or (808)312-1995.  Thank you 
for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Davis, OTAS 

 

mailto:Jdavis4@hawaii.edu
mailto:jdavis4@hawaii.edu


1)2- 1j5-1.+; 09: 56AM; ;808-522-4274 

January 28, 2014 

Dear R~cted Members of Govemment 

My name fs !Clmberley Wirsing and I am a br;Jard c:ertified orthopaedic surgton with a fellowshl" 
speciallzation in hand .surgery. The occupational therapist plays an integral and equal rofe in the care 
and rehabilitation of the m:ajority of my piltients. Together we treat such Injuries as fractures of the 

hand and wrist. tendon injuries, amputaiions, .and ne!'Ve Injuries.. 

ihe occupational V\eraprsts that I have been fortunate enough to wol"k With here in Hawaii 
demonstrate competency dally by adhering to rehab/Utatron protocols and guiding my pa'Ctenu·to their 

best functlon11il outcome. This allows patients to rntl.ln:'I to thelr dally actMti•s 1n .an efficient and wise 

manner~ An additional benefit of the thet;tplst/patlent interaction Is that by aeti'vely particlpatinc: in 

their own recovery patients are ·empowered and feel fike they are taking owner.ship of their own health 
and recovery. 

Due to the complexity of my patients With upper extremity Injuries and the important constant 

role the ther;piru play in thell' care I feel that licensure is impe~tive in ensul'ing th~t qualifit!d 
occupattanal therapists can continue to serve in this role. For the sake of my patients many of Whom 
are not only vaur c:onstituen'CS by may be family members and friend:;, I urge you ~nd your committee 
member'S to pass thf$ bill, 

Kimberley Wil'Sil\S 

80 Ma~alanl Street 

W~ilulcu, HJ 96793 

# 2/ I 
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Date: February 5, 2014 

1·151 P.002/003 F·078 

To: Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair, Committee on Health 
Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker1 Co-Chair, Committee on Health 

Hearing: Feb 7, 2014, 9:00 AM, Conference Room 229 

RE: 582472 Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

We are Occupational Therapists employed at Kuakini Medical Center. We strongly 
support SB2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational 
therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawajj is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and on~ of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At Kuakini Medical Center, Occupational Therapy practitioners play an integral part 
in helping patients reach their highest level of function and independence through 
the use of functional tasks and therapeuoc exercise. 

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight 
and will continue to: 1) safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect 
those seeking Occupational Therapy.services from incompetent persons and 
persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and Occupational 
Therapy Assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of Occupatlonal Therapy 
services in Hawaii. This bill wUI also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy practice. 

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill 
Which would provide full licensure for both Occupational Therapists and 
Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, we 
can be reached at 547·9128. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~~~Ol"Jl--
Joan Kawa ii OTR, Manager 
Rehabilitation Services, Kuakini Medical Center 
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KUAKINl HEACTH Sl'STEM 

~~,UT~ ~~0"1"~ 
Catherine Sakai,OTR Amanda Habermann, OTR 



 
Date: February 6, 2014 
 
To:  Senator Rosalyn H. Baker-Chair of Committee on Health   
        
Hearing:  Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:00 am, Conference Room 229 
 
RE:  SB 2472 Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 
 
I am an occupational therapist currently a stay-at-home mom.   I strongly support  
SB 2472  to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy 
assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 
 
I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and 
will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons 
not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy practice. 
 
I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill 
which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.  Thank you for this opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deborah J. Hazama, OTR 
808-782-2445 
 
 
 



;808-522-4274 

Febr:umy 5, 2014 

TO: Senator Josh Green-Chair, Health and Senator Rosalyn Baker-Choir, . 
Commerce ill. Consumer Protection 

RE: SB 2472 - Relating 10 Occupational Therapy Practice 

Rearing: Friday,Febtuary 7, 2014-9:00 a.m.. Room229 

My name is John A. Jiuliano, M.D. and I am a board certified Orthopodie Hand 
and Upper Extremity Surgeon. The oceupational thetapist plays an integral and 
impommtrole in the ""'8bill!ation of my patients many of whiohhave susc.io.ed iajmies 
r.>ngirtg ftom bond and wrist fu>ctnres, tendon injuries, amputations.joint replacements, 
nerve injuries and miOlOYascular reconstruction in both childr® and adults. 

The occupational thCI11pists have dem00$lrated competency by adhering 10 my 
rehabilitation protocol in guidingwy patients to have the best functional recovezy which 
in turns leads them 10 retumiDg to their daily activities without significant complicalions 
or impairments. 

Doe tO the varying degrees of injucy and severity with my patients, I feel that 
licCDSU?e is impcmtive in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists coolinue 10 
provide my patients, your family member.; and your constituents with optimum care. For 
the sake of my patients and your constituents, I urge you and your committee members to 
pass this SB 2472. ' 

Sinc:exely, 

~~f) 
John A. .Jiuliano. MJ). 
1329 Lusitana Street, Sui12 SOl 
Hou>lulu. HI. !16813 
(3Q8) 522-9633 

# I, I 

, 
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Committee on Health 

Testimony for Senate Bill SB 2472 

Date: Z/5/14 

To: Honorable Senator, Josh Green, Chair 
Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Cbatr 

Hearing: Friday, February 07, 2014 9:00AM 
Conference Room 229 State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

I am an Occupational Therapist employed witlt Physical Therapy Services, UC Our 
company provides Physical, Occupational. and Speech. and Language Therapies at 
Arcadia Retirement Residence and 15 Craigside for their ICF and SNF units. I 
strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and 
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

As part of the Rehabilitation Team for Physical Therapy Services, LLC, Occupational 
Therapists play an integral part in returning the patient to tbelr prior leVel of 
function '!Iler an lllness/inllll'Y /and or a catastrophic medical incident such as 
stroke; in the areas of self-<:are (bathing. dressing self, toileting. self-feeding) and 
home management tasks ( cookiDg/kitx:hen activities, laurulry, etc.)- I do home 
assessments and. make recotnmendations for adaptive devices/aides/tools to 
increase the patient's independence and safety to return back to his/her own home 
upon discharge. We work with patients to Improve their arm and hand function. We 
work with physical therapy to improve ttie patient's ability to transfer oneself from 
one surface to another, but applying it to transferring to the toilet. or tub/shower 
stall We also work closely with Speech Therapist when the goal is for the person to 
feed him or herself. We commwdcate and work with the nursing st;aff about the 
patient's boweljbladder program and self -management in regards to their 
medications. At lhe SNF, Occupational Therapists are key players in the 
interdisciplinary epproacb. for the success of the patients' rehabilitation program. 
We are a vital part of the team and we provide spedal!%ed andhlgblyskilled 
services to improve the patient's function and skill level sooner by working with the 
patient based on our scope of practice that is different than Physical Therapy and or 
Speech-Language Therapy. 

I strongly feel that ltcensure pl'<IV!des the highest form of government oversight and 
will conUnneto: 1) safeguard lhe public's bWtb, safety and welfare since we work 
in cr!tical care areas and medical facilities; 2) Protect those seeking occnpational 

Z0/t0 ~d 
Zll695VB08 
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therapy services from incompetent persons and/or persons not qualified to 
perform these serV!ces; 3) Require the highest degree of professional co11durt on the 
part of occupational therapists and otcupatlonal therapy assistants and 4) Pm1'1de 
the highest quali1y of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also 
further define the scope of Oc<upational Therapy practice. 

l hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of th!$ bUI 
which would provide full licensure for both occopational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. lfyou ba17e any additional ~ons, I 
can be reached at 808 389 9638 or emallathawaiihellerwork@gmail.com. Thank 
you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Keri Yamanioto, OTR 

Z0 /l0 39\:id 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: jonikamiya@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2472 on Feb 7, 2014 09:00AM
Date: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 8:56:19 PM

SB2472
Submitted on: 2/5/2014
Testimony for HTH/CPN on Feb 7, 2014 09:00AM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Joni Kamiya Individual Support No

Comments: We are the last state in Hawaii to get OTs full licensure. Please support
 this measure so that our profession can be protected for the future as health care
 changes. It is vital for us to get licensed so that our consumers know we as
 professionals have completed the necessary requirement to provide excellent care
 and services.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jonikamiya@gmail.com


 
To:  Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
 Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Vicd Chair 
 Senate Committee on Consumer Protection 
  
 Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair 
 Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair 
 Senate Committee on Health 
  
 Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
 Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 

  
From:  Jennifer Renasia   
 
Date:   January 31, 2014  
 
Re:   Testimony in support of S.B. 2472 – Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice  
 
I am a student from the Kapiolani Community College Occupational Therapy Assistant Program.  As 
a future occupational therapy assistant (OTA), I am training in the art and science of enabling 
individuals through every day activities known as “occupation.”   
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational 
Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy  
Assistants (OTA). 
 
Students of the KCC OTA program receive training at the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific as 
well as in other traditional and non-traditional health care settings.  Occupational therapy 
practitioners, both therapists (OTR) and assistants (OTA) work together and play an integral part in 
the process of rehabilitation and habilitation. Occupational therapists are skilled at facilitating pro-
social behaviors in consumers who have mental illness, teaching adults who have experienced 
neurological diseases and disorders to perform everyday activities such as eating, dressing, and 
bathing, engaging children to thrive in occupations of childhood such as playing with peers and 
learning in inclusive classroom settings, evaluating persons who have various impairments for 
eligibility with adapted public transportation services, and stimulating aged adults with or without 
cognitive and memory impairments in culturally-sensitive, orienting activities.   
 
The experience of disability is a concern for Hawaii. According to a 2011 report by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, an estimated 10.2% of Hawaii’s population experiences some type of disability. 
Disability not only impacts the individual that presents with some type of physical, sensory, 
cognitive, and/or psychosocial impairment but also impacts members of our community who directly 
or indirectly provide and/or fund care-related services. It is in our best community interest to equip 
and empower persons with disabilities to live with independence, self-respect, and meaning.  
 
One way in which the quality of life for a person with disability can be enhanced is through 
occupational therapy. Occupational therapy practitioners are health care professionals who are  
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trained to enable individuals with various disabilities across the age span by creating opportunities to 
meaningfully engage in roles and activities to “live life to the fullest.”   
 
I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 
1) Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare, 2) Protect those seeking occupational  
therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services, 3) 
Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants, and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in 
Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 
 
 
I strongly support SB-2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy 
assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.  I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of 
this bill which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy 
assistants in Hawaii. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Renasia 
 
KCC OTA program student 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4303 Diamond Head Road   Honolulu, HI 96816 
jrenasia@hawaii.edu 
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Date: FebruafY 5, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Joshua Green-Chair of the Senate Health Committee 

Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker·Vice Chair of the Health Committee 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room #229 

p.1 

I am currently enrolled in the Occup-ationa1 Therapy Assistant Program at Ka.piolani C munity 
College, and I ask for your suppon concerning upcoming legislation as it pertains to lie nsure for 
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in the state of Hawaii. 

2014 is an exciting year for my classmates and I. As we make our final preparations to er the 
profession, we are also approaching an exc!ti11g time for the profession in the state ofH :waii as 
we await approval of the proposed licensure bill. During my last two years of attending lasses, 
and throughoQt my fieldwork. experience, my educators have stressed that becoming an 
occupatiooal therapy practitioner is a process of contiru:r.ous learning. Occupational the 
practitioners are committed to their profession, and committed to delivering services of be 
highest quality to their clients. To nteet these standards, those entering the profession only 
need to complete their educational and fieldwork requirements. but they must a1so pass 
national certification exam. Once entering the profession, this commitment to deliverin 
services is then met through continuing education requirements, service competency, 
providing.interventions through practice that is evidence based. 

The American Occupational Therapy Assoc;ation best sums up the goal of occupatio 
and that is to help clients live life to the fuUest. Occupational Therapists and Occupat· 
Therapy Assistants work with clients across the life-span,. in a variety of settings, wo · 
clients and their families to maximize their independence in occupations they imd m gfuJ. 
You can find occupational therapy practitioners in the school setting working with a chi d who 
has a learning disability develop strategies to improve educational performance. You find 
them in a hospital setting teaching a patient who recently suffered a stroke new techn.iqu to 
feed, dress and bathe themselves using adaptive equipment. You may find them in the 
community helping those suffering from mental illness develop skills to seek employme t or 
maintain -a budget. Or you tnay find them planning and leading activities for a group of ior 
citizens. Tbese are only a few exam.pies, and while treatment methods are considerably ifferent 
in all of these examples., they share one thing in common, and that is helping clients live ife to 
the fullest. 

Practitioners take into consideration all factors that may affect a client's ability to live li e to the 
fullest, whether it be physical, behavioral, cognitive, or limitations brought upon by the 
environment. This client centered, holistic approach is what truly makes tbe professioJ.1 ique. 
Occupational therapy practitioners possess an exceptional skill set that includes clinical 
knowledge. observation skills. creativity. and an ability to problem solve. 

Passing the proposed licensure law has benefits, not only to the profession. but to the co sumer 
as well. Approval of this bill will define the scope of practice of ocoupational therapy in e 
state, and give tho-se Who receive services confidence that they are receiVing these servi s ·from 
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qualified proressionals. I ask tbli1 when considering passage of the proposed bill, y<>u t e into 
consideration the high professional standards that occupational therapy practitioners ho d 
themselves to, and I ask that you consider the unique skill set that they possess. Your s port of 
this bill will help the profession maintain these standards and help ensure that consum will be 
receiving quality services in the state of Hawaii, I thank you fbr your time. 

Siocerely, 

SeanMcGirr 



808-S21i-0673 

826 s. tong Slreal: 
Honolulu, Haw.I 9BB13 
Telaphona (808) 523-9043 
Fsx {BOB) 526-0673 

CornprahenBlva Heallh & 
AcllW Rehablllallan Tralnhg 

An Emploj16tt Oltned Compafly 

Februmy 6, 2014 

To: HoDOr11ble Senator Josh Green-Chair, Committee OD Heallh 
Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker~ Vice Chair. Committee on Health and 

Chair, Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Honorable Senatcr Brian T. TaDiguchi· Vice Cbilir, Committee on Canuneree and 

Consumer Protection 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Room 229 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 

I am an OccupaliODBI Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. I strongly support Senate 
Bill 2472 In license both Occupational Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Tbernpy ~ts (OTA) in 
Hawaii. · 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only !late that does not currently license Occupational Therapists 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At CHART RehablHtation of Hawaii, occupational lherapypractitioners play an inregrel part iD 
rehabilitating patients with acute, sub-acute and chronic injuries. We work wilh many injured workc!! 
and help them return to their jobs with work simulation programs. We also perform functiana1 capacity 
evaluations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluations. 

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue ta: I) 
safeguard the pnbllc's health, safely and WO!fare; 2) Protect those seeking occupatiooel therapy services 
from incompetent per11oos and persons ootqoelified 10 perform these services; 3) Reqnlre the bis!Jest 
degree of professional conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and Occupational 'Therapy 
Assistsots and 4) Provide the highest qoality of occupatiooel therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also further define the scope of occupational therapy practice. 

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, which would provide 
full licensure for both occupaUonal therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have 
any additional questions, we can be reached at chtu1:1979@hawaii.rr.com. Thank you for this opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~~/OTf?. 
Judy Dacanay, OTR 
CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii 

3" 



February 6, 2014 
 
To: Honorable Representatives for State of Hawaii 
 Committee on Health 
 Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Re: Senate Hearing on   Friday, 2/7/14, 9:00am  
Licensure for Occupational Therapy practitioners 
HB 2042 
SB2472 
 I have been an occupational therapist for over 25 years and am currently 
employed at Queen’s Medical Center and Castle Home Care.  In my practice I have 
provided services to a broad spectrum of age groups here in Hawaii -from birth to 
centurions. I have worked with families of children with special needs, clients with 
severe mental illness and our homebound fragile aging population. I feel deeply entrusted 
with the safety, health and wellbeing of these vulnerable clients I see.  I work hard to 
assure that I am providing treatment that is professional, high quality, safe and identified 
as current best practice in the field of occupational therapy.  Hawaii’s citizens deserve the 
highest form of government oversight to safeguard the public’s health, safety and 
welfare.  
  Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapist 
(OTR).  I feel strongly that licensure provides the highest form of oversight to ensure that 
incompetent persons with inadequate training, education or unethical conduct do not 
perform occupational therapy services. Our citizens deserve to have the same oversight of 
health services that are provided in other states.  
Mahalo for your time. Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions. 
Sincerely, 
Kathryn Shawhan, OTR 
Castle Home Care  
Queen’s Medical Center 
© 674-7034 
shawhaka@ah.org  
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~blc 5'-~todlu'>d))l'l'l ~~f!r. Cl'iilr 
Honurablc SeMtor llri.m I enigv<N. CQoCnair 
~te <-om1ni~1 .... on c.onwmu Prote<Uon 

H<.">ne>rable ~n~l<lr Josh 1'.;re-t.n, o, .. 1r 
t-1<'"9fabli! Sel••ttor Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair 
Senale Committee on He11lth 

Honorable SeNtor Oa.W lge, Chair 
Honorable ~nator Mli:hellt' J<ld...,11, CoChalr 
~~le Co..,Ul\ittl!e 011 Ways ar.d M.i:iru 

Trac<!t! Miyake, O«r.ip~tlonat Th;!Tapy Assbtant Stll<k'nt 

ram a student enroUed /11 the Occup;itloNl Therapy Assistilnt Program at Ki>pl'olanl 
CommunitY College. I stronglv suwort S.B. >472 ·Relating lo O<.cupdtJonal 1 he~py Pra<.tke 
to lkense both occupat»Nl tl>~p!sts(OT!\) and 0<cupational l~rapy esslstants (OTA) In 
Haw.>ft, 

As a student and lutu~ oc:cupotlonal therapy prdctltloner, I bcUev<! that Ile.ensure will 
~nefit the cllite~ of Hawaii and lurther expand the ~rvi<es of occupational the~y The 
AmeriGn occ.ipatlonal t l'l«•PY ~tion {AOTA) brand ~LMng llh! lo Its F1dlest~ Is a 
national statement encompassing the scope of the pmtesslons pract!<e. Tea<:hlng and 
enhdnclng life skll\s to eveiyday people, In ~eryc'Lly·sltU<>Uon&, in varying environment.~ and 
settings; occupatlollill therapy pra.ctttlonets are o>ble to adapt and Improvise creatl~ 
.solvtlon~ to m~t tl1e ~di.of the Individual focusing on Intrinsic motlv4'tlon to engage In 
participation and ~ormance of<lalty activities. 

A simple que.stlon of how do you waot lo live llfe to Its fuU~t can be o>s,ed TlnoL>.ghout the 
life span, o<cupatl0n11I ttierapy provld~ endleu posslbllltics cClllcertratlng on the meaning, 
pu<p0se, and qu.afity of life through independtnce. Oc:c\Jplltlon can take many forms and 
m~~ mean varjous rot.el to of'IE' lndtvfdual. In •ach context, occupatlot><ll therapy can address 
tn. ~Nis of e<Kh occup<itlon In~ hollsti< appr<>.lch to tonoblc \ he lndlvldW!l to oven:.orne 
obst<SCl<t:i end/Of' dlsabDltles 111 both trad\tlorlill and no1Hradltlooal health care settings and 
t?l'lli'rging areas of pra£tlc~ Occupational therapy practlllo11ers c!re lonov"lon, modlflers, 
a11d defenders of what Is meanlngtul In lltc. 



Occ~liorwl therapy often has a name 11H'.Oglollloo problem In lhott ~t people do tlOt 
know-..t>at occupatlcnal therapy k unless trwy tww expetlel>eed Jt Jirst hand. lXEOSurt may 
help resolvt the namt n:<.o gnitlon prob!@.., by v:.Rda1Jng protessional <Ttdtntlals.As the 
profeulon Improves in evlde1>C~b;15ed pr.Ktlce and lwillth care trt'l'lds It I• vluf ti> sect.a 
llceruun! to prot~ the profession from ottwr encroaching health are prot~ns. 

As you rnay be aw~ro. H-•n b the only st.Ile that~ not currently license occtlpdllonal 
therapists (OlR) alld Is one ot three r<!malnlng st.ot"CS tl\.1t ~snot r..:enseo<:cup;otlonal 
rherap~ 4.SSlstints (0 rA). Pro\lldi11g lkmsu-e tor occupationoal thet'apy ~~r.ts al<>ng with 
occ14>a.ti0nal ttierap.sts wfll benefit tho pro,l'Mslon due to, the l<t<:t that occupational lh<!t'apy 
~t~nu are not alYIO)'l sup'1"ised by an occvp~tlonal ~1st. Depending on level cf 
competence, area of speclalty, and practice set1111g 0<cup.n:lcmal ~rapy asslstilnli ~y 
praakeand implemerit U'eOltment. Both ocrup1tlonal therapists al'ld occupational therapy 
;u$!stanb niust p~s' national ~rttlir..atlon exams and fulfill contfnu!rtg edu<a.tion 
n!(lt.in:ments to renew cert.ilkauon. I he prof~lon requires both lewf' ol practitioners to 
eYOI~ a.id Increase In knO'!Wledge to renaln ln ptadJce. 

The pu~ of .tcqulnng lie ensure Is to pro!e<t :he profession and enh.lnu lhe quality and 
avaUabfllty of sen1ce1 occupaUonat ~apy provides. Ucensu.re Is the most ~e form 
of oc<U'p>ltional regulation and provides the highest fonn of· tovernnent oversight. 
Lkens~ wfll alrl tl><! profession to 1) Safeguard the pubfic's health, safety, and welfa~. 2) 
Protect t~ seeking o<.cupauonal therapy servkes from Incompetent Ptrsons and persons 
not qu.ilmed to perform these se"'lq5; 3) Require the highest dcg'rtt of professional 
condu::t on the pan ol ocurp;itlooal therapists ;ind occupational therapy assistan~ ;md '4) 
Prollim! llW! mghdt qua6ty ot ocurp~nal the17py semces In Haw.Ji. This but wm <rlso 
further derJ11e the scope of OccupotJonal Thera~y practlc"-

1 hope that you a1ld 'fO(lf' cO(!lmlttee will look tarorably upon passage of this bill to P<<Mde 
full focensure for both occ~t)onat lhl!raptrt.s and <>«.upatlonal therapy asslsl<lnts In HawarL 
If you have al)) .iiJdltJonal QUl!sllons. t can b;? rl!adl!!(l 3t ~!~@gm;\!J&;om or(8o3)3C]l-
8994. TNok you for this opportunity to provide testinony. 
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Pebrumy 6, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Josh Green-Chair, Committee on Health 

08:01:27a.m. 02-06-2014 

Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker- Vice Chair, Committee oo Health and 
Chair, Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi- Vice Chair, Committee on Commeree and 
Consumer Protection 

Hearing; Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Room 229 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 

I am an Occupational Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. l strongly support Senate 
Bill 2472 to liceose both Occupational Therapists (OTR) sod Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in 
Hawaii. 

AB you may be aware. Hawaii is the_ only state that.does not currently license Occupational 'Therapists 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Ckcapational Therapy Assistants. 

At CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii, occupational lherapy practitioners play an integral part in 
rehabiliiating patients with acute, sub-acute and chronic injuries. We work with many .injured workers 
and help them return to their jobs with work simulation programs. We also perform functional capacity 
evaluations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluations. 

We strongly feel that licensure provides lhe highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1) 
safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services 
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest 
degree of professional conduct on the part of OccupllliOIJal Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also further define the scope of occupational therapy practice, 

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, which would provide 
full licensure for both occupational therapists amt occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have 
any additional questions, we can be reached at chart1979@baw11ii.tT.Com. Thank you for this opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~~1 r.,... IJ't1t 
DebbieByars, OTR 
CHART Rehllbilltation of Haw.U 

"' 
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In Support ofUcensure for Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants 

Date: February 5, 2014 

To: Honontble Senator Josh Green, Senate Health Committee 
Hearing; February 7, 2014; 900 am; conference room 229 

RS: 582472 

I am an occupational thentplst employed at Queen's Medical Center. I stroni\y 
support SB 2472 to license both occupational thentplsts (OTR) and occupational 
therapy •tslstants (OTA) in Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii ls the only st.ate that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At the Queen's Medical Center, occupational therapy practitioners play an Integral 
part in maximizing one's Independence iD activities of dally living and mobility 
which is an lnll!ll'al part of resuming one's prior level of functioning afte.r 
sustaining a traumatic Injury or life threatening Illness. Without the skilled training 
of occupational theraplSlS and occupational therapy assistants, families or loved 
ones take on additional roles. as caregivers. As skilled professionals, we guide 
and train families/caregivers on bow to work with and manage their loved ones In 
addition to treating and progressing the patients to their mlll(lmum level of 
Independence. 

I strongly feel that llcensure provides the highest form of government oversight and 
will continue to: 1) safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare: 2) Protect 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons 
not qualified ro perform these services; 3) Require the highest dqree of 
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services in Hawaii This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy pntctice. 

~~~ that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill 
. c would provide full llcensure for both occupational therapisl'J and 

occupatlonaJ therapy asslsrantJ ill H .. f 
can be reached at bgtgetqQJ@~ .~wau. I you have any additton~ ~Uelt/on1i J 

OPJIO!'tunlty ta tJtovtde '-rnon;ltal ot 6gj .Jl!!,1 1'1raiJc 1 
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February 5, 2014 

TO: Senator Josh Green and Senator Rosalyn Baker 
Chairs of Health and Commerce and Consumer Protection 

RE: Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014- 9,00 a.m. Room 229 

My name is Edna Noda and I have been a consumer of Occupational Therapy 
services at Straub Clinic and llospital. I am asking that you support this bill that 
would license both Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in 
Hawaii. -

I injured all of my fingers in both hands while trying to prevent an iron gate 
from falling off its track. Needless to say, I had to undergo surgery by an orthopedic 
surgeon to place pins In my fingers to repair all of the broken bones. Alter surgery, 
my doctor referred me to Straub where the occupational therapist had to design and 
make two special hand splints to not only protect the pins, but to allow healing of all 
of the bones. After one month, I was sent back to see my occupational therapist and 
under her guidance I was taught exercises that would help me regain the motion 
and strength ln my bands. One takes things for granted, but the simplest things like 
brushing your teeth, washing your hair, cutting w1th a knife and even driving were 
challenges that I faced. My occupational therapist encouraged me and provided 
step-by-step instructions and I have now •graduated" from O.T. Without 
rehabilitation professionals like the occupational therapists, I would probably have 
not been able to regain my hand funclioIL 

For the sake of consumers like myself, I ask thatyom: committee look 
favorably upon licensing Occupational Therapists and Assistants in Hawa!L Thank 
you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

f"dn'-'.1 od-'4t1 
Edna Noda 
Occupational Therapy Patient 
(SOS) 342-1726 

# 4, I 



 
Date: 2/5/2014 
 
To: Honorable Senator Joshua Green-Chair of the Senate Health Committee     
       Honorable Senator  Rosalyn Baker-Vice Chair of the Health Committee                  
 
RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 
 
Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room #229 
 
  

Good Morning, my name is Lauren Gomez and I am an Occupational Therapy 
Assistant student at Kapi’olani Community College.  I would like to ask for your 
support in favor of bill SB2472 that will provide licensure for occupational 
therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. 

 Occupational Therapy is a holistic client-centered approach that assists 
individuals by restoring or enabling function and independence of daily living 
through various activities and modalities that provide purpose and meaning, thus 
enhancing quality of life. The perfect phrase of what occupational therapy entails is 
“Living Life to Its Fullest” which is currently the Occupational Therapy Brand, a 
promise to help individuals live life to it’s fullest. Occupational therapy is an 
amazing profession that provides services for individuals across the lifespan 
throughout many settings that can range from prevention to the last moments of 
ones life. Occupational therapy provides an opportunity to increase and maintain 
the highest level of independence, by enabling individuals to live productive and 
satisfying lives. The profession is very broad and provides services within a variety 
of demographics ranging anywhere from mental health, rehabilitation, pediatrics, 
geriatrics, assistive technology, health and prevention and many more. The skill set 
acquired by occupational therapy practitioners allows for competent and efficient 
services rendered. Occupational therapy continues to grow as an evidence-based 
practice with high standards of education and care. Occupational therapy 
practitioners must graduate from an accredited program and complete fieldwork 
requirements, pass a national certification exam and abide by the continuing 
education requirements set forth by The National Board Certification of 
Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) and their state. With such stringent guidelines and 
expected high standards from this profession, it has been able to maintain the 
highest of standards. Obtaining licensure in Hawaii will ensure efficacy of the 
profession. 

 
I would like to make a statement as a parent as well as a student pursuing the 

profession. I first became exposed to the OT profession through my son whom was 



diagnosed with autism. Seeing the positive effects that OT has had not only in his life 
but also our family life speaks volumes about this amazing profession I’m pursuing. 
On the side of a parent I would like to mention how licensure protects my son as 
well as the public at large. I want to feel safe and confident that my child is getting 
the services he deserves by a competent and legitimate occupational therapy 
practitioner. I had an unfortunate incident happen where my son was charged for 
services that were not rendered, so he lost out in getting appropriate therapy due to 
this mishap.  Although in this case it was not occupational therapy, these are the 
kinds of mishaps we are responsible for avoiding by setting guidelines that make 
fraud difficult. Licensure will protect those individuals seeking occupational therapy 
services from fraudulent claims. As clients of various outpatient services and/or 
parents of children receiving these services we want to be protected and have 
accountability of those professionals that are rendering that treatment. So once 
again I mention as a consumer please be in favor of the bill going forward on 
licensure for the Occupational therapy profession here in Hawaii. 

Licensure in Hawaii is an integral part of providing the highest quality of 
occupational therapy service. This licensure bill safeguards the publics health, safety 
and welfare, by protecting those individuals seeking occupational therapy services 
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services. This 
licensure will also require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of 
the occupational therapist and occupational therapy assistants.  This bill will also 
further define the scope of occupational therapy practice.  

I ask that you please look favorably upon the passage of this bill, which 
would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants in Hawaii. Thank you for your time and the opportunity to 
provide this testimony.  

 
Sincerely, 
Lauren Gomez, OTA Student 
 



To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair        
 Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co- Chair       
 Senate Committee on Consumer Protection   

 Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair          
 Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair        
 Senate Committee on Health   

From:   Cheryll S. Macaraeg, OTA student 

Date:    January 30, 2014 

Re:       Testimony in support of S.B. 2472 – Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing:  February 7, 2014, 9:00 AM, Conference Room #229 

Imagine you have a disability whether it is a stroke or cognitive impairment. Would you want to play with 
your kids, grandkids, or participate in family functions? Still drive a vehicle? Do you want to live your 
life to the fullest and independently? How would you do that despite your health condition? Young or old, 
we all have a job to do- the job of living. Learning, growing, playing, working, managing our homes and 
caring for our families are among the “occupations” of life. When we struggle with the above mentioned, 
it is devastating. Occupational therapy will help you bring back those valued occupations.  

I am a second year Occupational therapy assistant student at Kapi’olani Community College. I strongly 
support Bill # SB 2472 to license both Occupational Therapist (OTR) and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. I am writing to you as a future OT practitioner, today I ask you to consider 
licensing both OT’s and OTA’s in Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state does not currently license Occupational Therapists (OTR) 
and one of 3 remaining states that do not license Occupational Therapy Assistants.  

The experience of disability is a concern for Hawaii. According to a 2011 report by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, an estimated 10.2% of Hawaii’s population experiences some type of disability. Disability 
not only impacts the individual that presents with some type of physical, sensory, cognitive, and/or 
psychosocial impairment but also impacts members of our community who directly or indirectly provide 
and/or fund care-related services. It is in our best interest to equip and empower persons with disabilities 
to live with independence, self-respect, and meaning. 

Occupational Therapy is a holistic, dynamic, and evolving profession, characteristic of the diversity of 
individuals that we serve in order to meet everyday needs of our clients in our ever-changing world in 
which we all live in. Occupational therapy teaches people how to live their life to the fullest, by helping 
people functionally engage in their everyday roles. Its helping others find what is meaningful to them, 
what really drives their lives, and to overcome their challenges; using the most useful and creative 
therapy. OT is a caring profession. What we really do is help patients who have lost or some of their 
disability to perform everyday tasks to do those same activities- just in a different way. How can you live  
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your life to the fullest if the OT practitioner you are working with is incompetent, unqualified, and giving 
poor quality of care? Your health may be at stake.  

As a OTA student and future practitioner, I strongly feel that licensure will help: 1.) demonstrate the level 
of competency, 2.) Safeguard the public’s health, safety, and welfare, 3.) Protect those seeking 
occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these 
services, 4.) require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants, and 5.) Provide the highest quality of occupational services in Hawaii. 
This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would provide 
full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. Thank you 
for taking the time to review my testimony. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
csajo@hawaii.edu 

 

Sincerely, 

Cheryll S. Macaraeg, OTA student 
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February 6, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Josh Green- Chair, Committee on Health 

DB:02:14a.m. 02-06-2014 

Honorable SenatOr Rosalyn H. Baker- Vice Chair, Committee on Health and 
Chair, Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi- Vice Chair, Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Protection 

Hearing: Friday, Febnwy 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Room 229 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 

1 am an Occupational Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. I strongly support Senate 
BUI 2472 to licen&e both Clconpational Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in 
Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state lhatdoes not currently license Occupational Therapists 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not 1icense Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii, occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in 
rehabilitating patients with acute, sub~acute and chroWc injuries. We work with many injured workers 
and help them return to their jobs with work simulation programs. We also perform functional capacity 
evaJuations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluations. 

We strongly feel that Jicensure provides tbe highest fonn of government oversight and will continue to: 1) 
safegµard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services 
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified Co perfonn these services; 3) Require the highest 
degree of professional conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and OccupationaJ Thempy 
Assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also further define the scope of occupational therapy practice. 

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, which would provide 
fult licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have 
any additional questions, we can be reached at cbartl979@bawaji.rr.com. Thank you for this opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

·=~ -
Lisa SL John, OTR 
CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii 

819 
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Date: February 5, 2014 

TO: Senator Josh Green- Chair of Co:mmittee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

RE: SB 24 72 Relating to Occupationol Therapy Practice 

Heariilg: February 7, 2014, 9:00 am, Conference Room 215 

My name is Dr. Paul Smith and I am a board certified Occupational Medicine 
physician. The occupational therapist plays an integral and important role in the 
rehabilttatton of my patients many of which have sustained injuries while worldng. 

The occupationol therapists have demonstrated competency by adhering to my 
rehabilitation protocol in guiding my patients to have the be$t functional recovery 
which in rurns leads them to returning to their place of employment without •ignificant 
complications or impairments. 

Due to the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients, I feel that 
licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to 
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum care. 
For the sake of my patients an.d your constituents, I urge you and your committee 
members to pass this bill. 

s~-..,,., 



Date:  February 5, 2014 
 
 
To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair – Committee on Commerce and 

Consumer Protection 
Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair – Committee on Commerce 
and Consumer Protection 

 
Hearing:  February 07, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Rm. 229 
 
RE:  SB 2472 
 
I am an occupational therapist, currently employed at a behavioral health hospital.  I 
strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and 
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR), and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 
 
At the behavioral health hospital where I am currently employed, occupational 
therapy practitioners play an integral role in each patient’s recovery.  We teach daily 
living and coping skills to help patients manage the symptoms of their mental illness 
within their life circumstances and environment, and help them to successfully 
reintegrate back into the community. 
 
We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight 
and will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons 
not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy practice. 
 
I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon the passage of this bill, 
which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.  If you have any additional questions, I 
can be reached at naklt@yahoo.com.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide my 
testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lorene Nakagawa, OTR 
 



 Testimony in Support of SB 2472

Date: 2/5/2014

TO:  Senator Josh Green – Chair of Committee on Health
       Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair of Committee on Health

To:  Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair of Committee on Commerce and Consumer 
Protection
       Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair of Committee of Commerce and Consumer 
Protection 

RE: SB 2472 Occupational Therapy Licensure 

Hearing:  2/7/2014, 9am,  Conference room # 229

My name is MeleLani and I have been a consumer of Occupational Therapy 
services at Hawaii Health and Therapeutic Bodywork.  I am asking that you support 
this bill that would license both Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants in Hawaii.

I have been a consumer of Occupational Therapy services for issues of  injury,  
muscle imbalance/mal-alignment, pain, and poor movement strategies.  My 
Occupational Therapist has assisted me with pain management, taught me exercises 
that helps me with my posture and body alignment/strength/motor control; helps me 
to be more aware of my movement patterns that are harmful, and teaches me better 
movement strategies to move more efficiently and be more stable.  My Occupational 
Therapist promotes health and wellness in her practice and is helping me be and stay 
productive and independent as I age.  I feel I can keep being active as I can and enjoy 
the activities that I love to do because of what she does and has taught me. 

However I have also received services from less qualified people doing "cookie 
cutter therapy" to my detriment which actually created more pain and misery that it 
helped!

                   
For the sake of consumers like myself, I ask that your committee look favorably upon 
licensing Occupational Therapists and Assistants in Hawaii.  Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

MeleLani Llanes
(808) 220-0905



Date: February 4, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 

Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room# 229 

My name is Sharon Lieberman and I was a patient at Occupational 
Therapy services at Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC. I am 
asking that you support this bill that would license both Occupational 
Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. 

I fractured my wri:;t in a fall and was initially seen and treated by an 
orthopedic surgeon. He placed me in a cast for a period of time and 
after removing the cast he referred me for occupational therapy. The 
occupational therapists custom fabricated the splint the surgeon 
requested to continue to protect the wrist from further injury during 
the remainder of the healing process. The therapists I worked with at 
Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation worked with me and trained me on 
exercises 1 could do on my own at home as part of the treatment plan to 
ensure that I attained the strength in my wrist and range of motion in 
my wrist that I had before the injury. It took a period of time working 
with the therapists to achieve our goals, but their professionalism and 
desire to see me recover enabled me to do so in a very efficient and 
effective manner. 

I ask your committee look favorably upon licensing Occupational 
Therapists and Assistants in Hawaii. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

, __ , 

Sharon Lieberman 
808-781-6211 

;' 
I .: / { 

-- ----



Date: February 4, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 

Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room# 229 

My name is Sharon Lieberman and I was a patient at Occupational 
Therapy services at Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC. I am 
asking that you support this bill that would license both Occupational 
Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. 

I fractured my wrist in a fall and was initially seen and treated by an 
orthopedic surgeon. He placed me in a cast for a period ohime and 
after removing the cast he referred me for occupational therapy. The 
occupational therapists custom fabricated the splint the surgeon 
requested to continue to protect the wrist from further injury during 
the remainder of the healing process. The therapists I worked with at 
Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation worked with me and trained me on 
exercises I could do on my own at home as part of the treatment plan to 
ensure that 1 attained the strength in my wrist and range of motion in 
my wrist that I had before the injury. It took a period of time working 
with the therapists to achieve our goals, but their professionalism and 
desire to see me recover enabled me to do so in a very efficient and 
effective manner. 

I ask your committee look favorably upon licensing Occupational 
Therapists and Assistants in Hawaii. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

'----' 

Sharon Lieberman 
808-781-6211 

;' 



Date:  February 4, 2014 

 

To:  Senator Josh Green, Chair Committee on Health 

            Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair Committee on Health 

 

 

RE:  SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

 

Hearing:  February 7, 2014,  9:00 AM, Conference Room #229 

 

From:  Masako Imanishi 

Re:  Testimony in support of S.B. 2472 – Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice  

The experience of disability is a concern for Hawaii. According to a 2011 report by the Kaiser 

Family Foundation, an estimated 10.2% of Hawaii’s population experiences some type of 

disability. Disability not only impacts the individual that presents with some type of physical, 

sensory, cognitive, and/or psychosocial impairment but also impacts members of our community 

who directly or indirectly provide and/or fund care-related services. It is in our best community 

interest to equip and empower persons with disabilities to live with independence, self-respect, 

and meaning. 

One way in which the quality of life for a person with disability can be enhanced is through 

occupational therapy. Occupational therapy practitioners are health care professionals who are 

trained to enable individuals with various disabilities across the age span by creating 

opportunities to meaningfully engage in roles and activities to “live life to the fullest.”  

I am an Occupational Therapy Assistant Program student at Kapi’olani Community College. I 

am asking that you support this bill that would license both occupational therapists and 

occupational therapy assistant in Hawaii as well as would establish an occupational therapy 

program in Hawaii to improve regulation of occupational therapists and occupational therapy 

assistants. 

I am a college student who is also a mother of son with disability. I and my son used to be a 

consumer of occupational therapy services for his symptom of Asperger’s Syndrome by an 

occupational therapist. Due to his hypersensitivity of smell, taste, and auditory sensory, he was a 

severe picky eater. However, after getting occupational therapy evaluation and several 

occupational therapy services, his symptom was dramatically improved. Now my son as well as I 

can live life to the fullest by grace of the occupational therapist. 
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I was very fortunate to have competent and caring occupational therapist that worked with my 

son to reduce his difficulties. Therefore, I kindly ask that you look favorably on this bill that 

would allow full licensure for occupational therapists in Hawaii. Their services are invaluable. 

I ,as an Occupational Therapy Assistant Program student, strongly feel that licensure provides 

the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health 

safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent 

persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 

professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants 

and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also 

further define the scope of Occupational Therapy Practice. 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would 

provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in 

Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, I can be reach at masako4@hawaii.edu. Thank you 

for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Masako Imanishi, Occupational Therapy Assistant Student 

Kapi’olani Community College 

 

mailto:masako4@hawaii.edu
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To: Honorable-Rosalyn Bakl:r, Chair of the Commerce and consumer Protectkm Committee 

Honorv.~e Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-thillr of the commerce and consumer ProtectiOn committee 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupatlcnal Therapy Pract!ce 

Heorihl' .._,7,Jillllt.,9llJOAM, CO-nee Room I 229 
" . . . '·' . 

. . . 1·' ' 
My n~li Or. Robert Atkinson. I am a board certified Orth oped le Hand and 

Upper Extremity Surgeon. The occupational therapist plays ein integral and 
in1pot'tant rot~ in the reh.abilitation or rny patients, many of which have sustained 
injuries r~m hand and wrist fractures, tendon injurtesi amputations, joint 
replacement$. tiiM 'injuries and mlcrovascular reconstructlon·tn bOth children and 
aduiti;;. · 

'J'he occupational therapists have dernonstrated competency by 1;1dhering to 
iny rehabilitation protocol in guiding my patients to have the best functional 
recovery which In n1rns leads them to returning to their daHy activities without 
significant complications or Impairments. 

Due to the varying degrees of injury $nd severity with my pat1ents, I feel that 
Ii censure is imperative in ensuring th.,_t qualified occupational therapi·sts continue to 
pr<1vide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum 
ciu·e. l urge yoo and your committee me1nbers to pass this bill. 

Sincerely. 

,~ 

·' 1"\ 
. ! I ' 

,/:(,..,;,,{" L~lf,;,,1'---
Robert Atkinson, M.'f:1~w 
Orthopedic Associ~tes 
1401 Beretania S1:reer. Suite #750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9'6814 
521-8128 



From: Karen Lau
To: CPN Testimony; HTHTestimony; kagor@juno.com
Subject: Re: Testimony in Support of SB 2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
Date: Thursday, February 06, 2014 1:24:13 AM

I typed the wrong email address and am resending my testimony.
Thank you, Karen Lau

On Thu, Feb 6, 2014 at 12:50 AM, Karen Lau <klau1@hawaii.edu> wrote:
To:  Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair
       Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Vice Chair
       Senator Committee of Consumer Protection

       Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair
       Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair
       Senate Committee on Health

From:  Karen Lau, OTR, MOT

Date:  February 6. 2014

Re: Testimony in Support of SB 2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

As you might be aware, Hawaii is the only state in the country that does not currently
 license Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of three remaining states that does not
 license Certified Occupational Therapy Assistants (COTA). 

As an occupational therapist practicing for 25+ years, I truly believe that it is the role of the
 government to protect the consumer from unqualified practitioners and to
 monitor/discipline incompetent and fraudulent behaviors.    In Hawaii, the Kaiser Family
 Foundation estimated in 2011 that 10.2% of our population live with some form of
 disability. Many of our clients are disabled, vulnerable people, often with some type of
 physical, cognitive, or psychosocial impairment.  The potential for abuse or misconduct is
 great. Our Code of Ethics asserts that all therapists have the responsibility to provide
 functional, quality services with respect for their client's health and well being.

In sum, the licensure of OTs and COTAs in Hawaii will help to:

1)  Safeguard the public's safety, health, and welfare.
2)  Protect consumers seeking occupational therapy services from unqualified, incompetent 
 persons.
3)  Define the scope of OT practice
3) Expect the highest degree of professional conducts from OTs and COTAs
4)  Provide the best quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii.

Thank you for your time and for your consideration.  I hope that you will favorably consider
 SB 2472 to provide full licensure for both OTs and COTAs practicing in our state.

Sincerely, 

mailto:klau1@hawaii.edu
mailto:CPNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kagor@juno.com
mailto:klau1@hawaii.edu


Karen Lau, OTR, MOT



From: Matthew Dery
To: HTHTestimony; CPN Testimony; WAM Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
Date: Monday, January 27, 2014 12:58:44 PM

To :Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Vice Chair
 Senate Committee on Consumer Protection 
Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair Senate
 Committee on Health, 
Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair, Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair Senate
 Committee on Ways and Means 
From: Matthew Dery OTA Student at Kapiolani Community College
Date: January 27, 2014

             Disabilities can affect anyone at anytime which is why we need licensed
 Occupational therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy assistants (OTA) in
 Hawaii.  According to http://www.ssa.gov/dibplan/ “Studies show that just over 1 in 4
 of today's 20 year-olds will become disabled before reaching age 67.”  I can
 personally relate to this because I can remember how drastically my life changed in
 2009 when I was a passenger in a major car accident.  I had fractured my right hip in
 two places, factored my several of my right ribs, punctured my right lung, and
 lacerated my liver.  I can still remember the first night in the hospital unable to sleep
 because I couldn't get the thought out of head that I would be unable to walk and a
 burden on my family for the rest of my life.  I spent 9 long days in the hospital and my
 stay would have been a lot longer had it not been for the occupational therapists at
 the Queens Medical Center.  They had me transferring in and out of my bed into a
 wheelchair with in 5 days of my accident.  On the 9th day I could walk on a one foot
 across parallel bars. I was one who thought being disabled could never happen to
 me but this incident showed me how important OTRs and OTAs are to returning
 people to the activities that are important to them.

            This incident and the realization that no one is invincible to disabilities is also
 why I chose to become a student in the OTA program at KCC.  I feel like I can help
 people the way my therapists helped me.  However I also feel like without licensure
 the profession is thought of as something that isn’t important to the community.  Also
 I feel that in order to keep a stable job I would have to leave the place that I was born
 and raised in and travel to a state in the continental US that has licensure. 

            So think about the benefit licensure for OTRs and OTAs can do for the State
 of Hawaii because no one can escape the possibility of becoming disabled.

 

Thank you for reading my Testimony, Matthew Dery.

mailto:mdery@hawaii.edu
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:CPNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://www.ssa.gov/dibplan/
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Date: 02/05114 

To: Honorable Chair Senator Rosalyn Baker of the Senate Health Committee 
Honorable Vice Chair Senator Brian Taniguchi of the Senate Health Committee 

Hearing: Friday, 02/07/14 
9:00a.m. 
Conference Room 229 

Re: Senate Bill 2472 
Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

We are Occupational Therapists employed at Kaiser Permanente Medical Center 
Outpatient Services. We strongly support of SB2472 to license both Occupational 
Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA). in Hawaii. 

Hawaii is the only state in the nation that does not license Occupational Therapists. 
Hawaii is one of three states that do not ncense Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

114 

At Kaiser Outpatient Rehabilitation Services, the Occupational Therapists and 
Occupational Therapy Assistants provide vital therapy services to patients who are 
recovering from traumatic orthopedic injuries, delicate and specific post-operative 
procedures, brain injuries, strokes, etc. We also provide work simulation services to those 
workers who were injured on the job and are in need of learning to safety return to their 
jobs. 

We face constant challenges on a daily basis and require providers of Occupational 
Therapy services to anticipate the probabilities of developing and managing post-op 
surgical tissue healing, avoiding any development of infection, neurological changes that 
would indicate that there might be something more occurring in the brain, etc. 

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will 
continue to: 1) Safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking 
Occupational Therapy services from the incompetent persons and persons not quartfied to 
perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part 
of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants. and 4) Provide the 
highest quarity of Occupational Therapy services in Hawaii. The bill will further define the 
scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

Please support the passage of SB 2472 which would provide full licensure for both 
Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. If you have any 



3249 WPO PT DEPT OB:OS:30a.m. 02-06-2014 

questions, feel free to contact Wendy Aruga-Goto, OT, at wendy.k.aruga-goto@kp.org 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide tesUmony in favor of SB 2472. 

Sincerely~ 
c /)~ 
~' Wendy Aruga-Goto, OTR 

, f(~,t,r..lj.~th . "IR 
Kara bl,;~~. OTR 

214 



02/08/2014 07:47 BOB58S2840 

Date: Febnwy 4, 2014 

{808) 5~3-2840 
HHRS 14790 P.002/008 

TO: Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker. Chair of the Senate Committee on Commer<e 
& Collsumer PrOtectlon 

Honorable SenalDr Brian Tanlgucbl. Co-Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Commen;e & Consumer Protection 

RE: SB 2472 A Bill ror an Act Relating to O<cupationa! Therapy Practice 

Heerlng> February7,2014 at9:00AMlnRoom229 

My name is Dr. Melvin Yee. I am a Neurologlstpracttclng In Hawaii. The 
occupational therapist plays an integral and Important role In the rehabilitation of 
my patients many of which have sustained serious neurologic ilnpairments from 
diseases such as Stroke, Parkinson's, Alzheilners, Multiple Sclerosis, Muscular 
llystrophies and a host of other conditions which affiict the brain, musdes and 
nerves. Occupational Therapists help my pal!ents once again become functional 
members of the community. 

The occupational the<apists have demonstrated competency by adhering ID 
myrebabllit:ation protOcol In guiding my patients ID have the best functional 
recowiy which In tums leads them ID returning ID their dmly activities without 
signillcant complications or !mpalnnents. 

Due ID the v.uylng degrees of injury and severity with my patients, I feel that 
licensure is imperative.in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to 
provide my patients, your family members and your constitnents with optimum 
care. I urge yon and your committee members to pass this bill. 

Sincerely, 

~v-
Melvln Yee, M.D. 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Chief; DiviSion of Neurology 
John A. Burns School of Medicine 
523-5885 
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February 5, 2014 

To: Senator Josh Green- Senate Chalr, Health 
Senator Rosalyn Baker- Senate Chair, Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014, Room 229-9:00 a.m. 

Re: SB2472-Relatingl0 Occupational Therapy 

I am an occupational therapist employed at Kaiser Pcnnanente in Wailuku, Hawai 'i. I 
strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational 
therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawai'i. 

Currently, Hawai'i is the only state that does not license occupational therapists. In 
addition, Hawai'i is one of 3 remaining states that does not license occupational therapy 
assistants. 

At Kaiser Pennsnente, oocupational therapy practitioners play an integral role in the 
rehabilitation of patients with a variety of diagnoses. I work with people who are IIying 
to regain their independence after stroke, burns, bone fracture, head injury~ cardiac 
events, spinal cord injury and many more. I provide care for evecy age group from 
newborns to our most elderly members. We keep people in their homes and as 
independent and as active in their communities BS possible. 

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest funn of govemmeot oversight and 
will continue to safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare along with protecting 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons or persons not 
qualified to perfui:m these services. Licensure will also require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of OT practitioners in Hawai'i. This bill will also further 
define the scope of Occupational Therepypractice in Hawai'i. 

I hope that your committees will look favorably upon passage of this bill. If you have 
any questions, I can be reached at Nancy.Zi011kowski@KP.org. Thank yoc for this 
opportunity to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 
Nancy L. Zionkowski, OTR 
Kaiser Pcnnaneote 
Maui Lani Elua Clinic 
75 Maui Lalli Parkway 
Waillllru, HI 96793 

# 3; 5 



From: eva
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Supporting SB2472
Date: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 11:24:46 AM
Attachments: Letter to Legislator(SB2472).pdf

February 5, 2014
 

 
Committee on Health and Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
Conference Room 229
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
 

Subject:           SB 2472 Supporting the licensing of occupational therapists
and occupational therapy assists in the State of Hawaii

 
Dear Committee on Health and Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection:
 

As a practicing Occupational Therapist and a resident of Hawaii, I would like to
 express my support of SB 2472 in establishing licensing requirements for occupational
 therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.
 

As stated in the SB 2472, Hawaii is one of the last states in the country to license
 occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants. Although currently there are
 no negative cases of malpractice, I am in support of a proactive approach rather than a
 retroactive approach in protecting the public. As the aging population increases across the
 nation, the demand for occupational therapy services will rise as well. Establishing
 licensing for occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants will increase
 protection for the public and ensure occupational therapy services are carried out by
 qualified practitioners.
 

Occupational therapy practitioners help people across their lifespan, to participate in
 activities that they want and need to do, may it be self-care, work, or leisure activities. We
 work with school-age children to improve their attention skills for learning. We work with
 adults recovering from surgeries to regain their strength and independence in self-care.
 We work with individuals experiencing mental illnesses to help them develop social skills
 and life skills necessary for productive living. Occupational therapy practitioners utilize a
 specific skill set and an applied knowledge base to conduct comprehensive evaluations,
 customize treatment plans, carry out necessary interventions, and provide family/caregiver
 education training to improve and promote one’s ability to perform daily activities.
 Establishing licensure requirements can ensure occupational therapy practitioners meet
 the educational requirements or have the necessary training to provide safe and effective
 services to the people in need.
 

I strongly encourage you to support SB 2472 in establishing licensing for
 occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.
 

mailto:elephant_s@yahoo.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov



February 5, 2014 
 


 
Committee on Health and Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Conference Room 229 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 


Subject: SB 2472 Supporting the licensing of occupational therapists 
and occupational therapy assists in the State of Hawaii  


 
Dear Committee on Health and Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection: 
 


As a practicing Occupational Therapist and a resident of Hawaii, I would like to express 
my support of SB 2472 in establishing licensing requirements for occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.  
 


As stated in the SB 2472, Hawaii is one of the last states in the country to license 
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants. Although currently there are no 
negative cases of malpractice, I am in support of a proactive approach rather than a retroactive 
approach in protecting the public. As the aging population increases across the nation, the 
demand for occupational therapy services will rise as well. Establishing licensing for 
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants will increase protection for the 
public and ensure occupational therapy services are carried out by qualified practitioners. 
 


Occupational therapy practitioners help people across their lifespan, to participate in 
activities that they want and need to do, may it be self-care, work, or leisure activities. We work 
with school-age children to improve their attention skills for learning. We work with adults 
recovering from surgeries to regain their strength and independence in self-care. We work with 
individuals experiencing mental illnesses to help them develop social skills and life skills 
necessary for productive living. Occupational therapy practitioners utilize a specific skill set and 
an applied knowledge base to conduct comprehensive evaluations, customize treatment plans, 
carry out necessary interventions, and provide family/caregiver education training to improve 
and promote one’s ability to perform daily activities. Establishing licensure requirements can 
ensure occupational therapy practitioners meet the educational requirements or have the 
necessary training to provide safe and effective services to the people in need. 
 


I strongly encourage you to support SB 2472 in establishing licensing for occupational 
therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. 
 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Man Wa Shing 
3 Iliahi Street, Apt. A 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Phone: 808.551.8983 | Email: elephant_s@yahoo.com 
 







 
Sincerely,

Man Wa Shing
3 Iliahi Street, Apt. A
Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.551.8983 | Email: elephant_s@yahoo.com
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To: Honorablt-Jolh Graen 
Chair Of tommlth!e.., Com""""' end consumer Protecllon 

RE:SB24n 

As 1 Physk:ol Therapist 1 Sll'OflSlr supp0rt (SB 24721 "' n..,nse both ocouflllional lheraplsts (OTRI and 
-lfonal theraPV asttnts (OTAj In Hawaii. 

1 bellM Hawaii deserlw tD -.it>e full llctnsure for0ccupatlon1I Theraplsta (OTR) and OccuPllfonal 
ThtraPVAlsisl'ants. lflwall ls the only statt lhet does not tunenlly license Oooupal!ol!•I Thetaplatl 
(OTR) and one Of 3 remalninr -lhlt does nat"'*1H C>ctullatfonol Th.,.py-nu. 

Htlltl!, aU OttllPltional thtr.iipy P"'Clltlonen play•• rntqral part lntqnii rate In rahab. ta Improve 
patient functlonfnr with ltlM!ies of dafiV livift8. 

I bellave thlt lk:ensura pl'D\/fdes the hlShest form of government ovenliht811d WID oontinue ta: 
l.)Safasuord tho publc's heth:h. ,.r.ty andwalt'are; 2J --soelclnc GCalllfllortal the11py 
- from intom-.it-and "8BDllS not quallfied ta parform thme """"*.; 3) requinl the 
hl&hlSI d-of thera!>V oalstants and 4) pruu!de the liighest qu1Dtv of octulJlllk>nll theraPV -
in tllwan. Tiils blU wffl •Isa turther define tho scope of Ocwp11fonal lllero11V jll'IC!fce, 

1 hope VOil• conunfllH Wiii look In favomtl\I upon - of th~ bill ""11ch wauld PfOVfdt full lltensura 
for both oteup;rtiontl th.,.plsls ind ca:upational the11py usistllnts In Hawaii. If you heve any 
oddition;it questions, I Qin be readied at mv aman: fi~oJ.oom. Tllenk you forth~ 
oppo nlty ta •-monv. 

~~~o 
First Physlcol & FUnttianll Rehab 
94-689 Farrlnstan Hwy 

Wllpahu, HI 95797 

_ZOOO/ZOOO~ 
V.M.VIRV.M.-Hddd 

&9tClZ9909 IVd JM tz:g tlOZ/90/20 



From: Pamela Anderson
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: *****SPAM***** SB 2472 Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
Date: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 9:17:25 PM

  To:  Senator Josh Green, Chair Committee on Health
          Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair Committee on Health

Re:   SB 2472 Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
Hearing:  February 7, 2014, 9:00am, Rm 229

My name is Pamela K. Anderson and I am a Certified Occupational Therapy
Assistant (COTA).  I have been a COTA for over 18 years
  in Acute Care.  SB 2472 relating to Occupational Therapy Practice,
seeks Licensure of Occupational therapists and Occupational therapy
assistants here in Hawaii. We are the last state to license occupational
therapists and one of the last of three states that does not
currently license Occupational therapy assistants.
There is a pressing and immediate need to license the profession of
occupational therapy in order to protect the public health, safety and
welfare of the individuals served. Licensure of occupational therapists
and occupational therapy assistants is also needed to meet insurance
payor requirements.

Please support SB 2472 for licensing Occupational Therapists and
Occupational Therapy Assistants. thank you for your time.

Aloha no,
Pamela Anderson, COTA
ph 351-7281

mailto:nanakuli5@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Date: February 5, 2014 

TO: Senator Josh Green- Chair of Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

RE: SB 24 72 Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00 am, Conrerence Room 215 

My name !s Dr. Peter Lum and ( am a board certified Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation physician. The occupational therapist plays an integral and important 
role in the rehabilitation of my patients many of which have sustained Injuries while 
working. 

The occupational therapists have demonstrated competency by adhering to roy 
rehabilitation pfotocol in guiding my patients to have the be$t functional recovery 
which in tu.ms leads them to retU;mi-ng to their place of employment without significant 
complications or irnpairmentS. 

Due to the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients. I feel that 
Jicensure is imperative in ensuring that qua1ified occupational therapists continue t:o 
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum care. 
For the sake of my patients and your consdtuents, I urge you and your committee 
members to pass this bt11. 

SincereL,y, 
1:- "",..,,, 
Dr. Peter Lum 
432-0000 



To:        Senator Josh Green, Chair Committee on Health 
             Senator Rosalyn Baker, Co-Chair Committee on Health 
        
             Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair Committee on Commerce & Consumer        
   Protection 
             Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-Chair Committee on Commerce &        
   Consumer Protection 
 
Re:       SB 2472 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 
 
From:    Rebecca C. Braun OTAS 
 
Date:     February 5, 2014              
 
 
Aloha my name is Rebecca Braun, I am a second year student in the 
occupational therapy assistant (OTA) program at Kapiolani Community College. I 
strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapist (OTR) and 
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 
 
As a student entering the field of occupational therapy I feel strongly committed 
to becoming a health care provider that contributes as and integral part of the 
health care team by enabling individuals across the lifespan overcome obstacles 
that inhibit optimal function by restoring or habilitating independence in daily 
living.  Occupational practitioners encompass a unique broad set of skills that 
address all areas of function. Occupational therapy treats each individual 
holistically by addressing the specific barriers that keep our clients from “living life 
to its fullest” and by forming treatments that acknowledge each individual’s 
intrinsic motivation. OT practitioners are specially trained for a variety of settings; 
we can be seen helping special needs children reach their true potential in an 
educational classroom setting, or providing treatment that facilitates modified 
independence while encouraging pro-social behaviors for those with mental 
illness, or enhancing the quality of life for our elder population in a skilled nursing 
facility by providing cognitive and physical stimulating activities, or helping 
individuals in a rehabilitation hospital recover from trauma or facilitate 
adaptations to cope with chronic debilitating illness. Occupational therapy truly 
puts the “care” into healthcare. 
 
I ask for your support in this issue that serves to protect the consumer and the 
validity of our profession. I believe it is the responsibility of the state to 
acknowledge and ensure evidence based professional occupational therapy 
service while upholding high professional quality standards.  Hawaii is currently 
the only state and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational 
Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistance. 
 



We strongly feel that licensure would provide the highest form of government 
oversight and will continue to; 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and 
welfare; 2) protect those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent 
persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the 
highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapist and 
occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of 
occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the 
scope of occupational therapy practice. 
 
I trust that after further consideration you and your committee will look favorably 
upon the passage of this bill that would provide full licensure for both 
occupational therapist and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. Please 
contact me if you have any additional questions at rbraun@hawaii.edu. Mahalo 
for this opportunity to provide my testimony. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Rebecca C Braun OTAS 
Kapiolani Community College, OTA program 
 
 
 

mailto:rbraun@hawaii.edu
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PobruBI)' 6, 2014 

To: Honorable Semrtor Josh Green- Chair, Committee on Health 

08:00:40a.m. 02-06-2014 

Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker- Vice Chair, Committee on Health and 
Chair, Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hononible Senator Brian T. Taniguchi- Vice Chair, Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Prot.ection 

Hearing: Friday, FebrnBI)' 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Room 229 

RE: Senate Bill 2472 

I am wi Occupational Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. I strongly support Senate 
Bill 2472 to license both Occupatiooal Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in 
Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists 
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy A_ssistants. 

At CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in 
rehabilitating patients with acute. sub-acute and chronic injuries. We work with mllD)' injured workers 
and help them return to their jobs with work simulation programs. We also perform functional capacity 
evaluations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluaticns. 

We strong1y feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1) 
safeguard Ute public's health. safety and welfare; 2)_ Protect those seeking occupational therapy services 
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest 
degree of professional conduct on the part of Occup_ational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also further define the scope of occupational therapy practice. 

We hope that you and your conunittee will look favorably upon passage of this biU, which would provide 
full Ii censure for btith occupationa1 lherap1sts and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have 
any additionaJ quertions, we cm be reached at cbartl979@hawaii.rr.com. Thank you for this opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

~-k,~e-
Sandra Wataoka, OTR 
CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii 

4" 



 

 

Date:  February 5, 2014 

 

To:  Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair, Committee on Health 

        Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair, Committee on Commerce and Consumer 

 Protection 

 

Hearing:   

 Date:  Friday, February 7, 2014,  

 Time:  9:00 AM 

 Place:  Conference Room 229, State Capitol 

 

RE:  SB2472, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

 

I am an occupational therapist who is employed at the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific.  I 

strongly support SB2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy 

assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 

 

At the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific, occupational therapy practitioners play an integral 

part in the rehabilitation process of those who suffered a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, 

hip fractures, amputations and other neurological and/or orthopedic related conditions.   

 

Licensure provides the highest form of government regulation and will continue to: protect the 

public’s health, safety and welfare.  Insurance payers reimburse services provided by licensed 

individuals.  This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice in Hawaii. 

 

I am aware that the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA) is proposing 

amendments to SB2472 as SB2472, SD1.  After review of SD1, I agree with the proposed changes 

which clarifies the regulation and does not change the intent of SB2472, which is licensure of 

occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants.   

 

I hope that you and your committee will support passage of this bill, which would make Hawaii the 

50th State to license occupational therapists and the 49th State to license occupational therapy 

assistants.  If you have any additional questions, I may be reached at vtully@rehabhospital.org or 

544-3336.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Virginia Tully, OTR, MBA 

Director, Continuous Improvement and Compliance 

Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific 

 



 
Date: February 5, 2014 
 
To:  Senator Josh Green, Chair, Committee on Health 
         Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair Committee on Health 
 
Hearing:  February 7, 2014, 9:00 a.m. Conference Room 229 
 
RE:  SB 2472—Relating to Occupational Therapy 
 
I am employed at an institution of higher learning and I strongly support SB 2472  to 
license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants 
(OTA) in Hawaii. 
 
As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license 
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license 
Occupational Therapy Assistants. 
 
At hospitals and long term care facilities and programs,  occupational therapy 
practitioners play an integral part in the rehabilitation of  those disabled and 
handicapped.   
 
I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and 
will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect 
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons 
not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of 
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational 
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 
services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational 
Therapy practice. 
 
We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill 
which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and 
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii.  If you have any additional questions, I 
can be reached at 596-8551.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
Satoru Izutsu, PhD, OTR 
Registered Occupational Therapist (Hawaii #10) 
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February 6, 2014 

To: Honorable Senator Josh Green- Chair, Committee on Health 

08:02:38a.m. 112-06-2014 

Hooorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker- Vice Chair, Committee on Health and 
Chair, Committee on Commerce and CoI11umer Protection 

Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi- Vice Chair, Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Protection 

Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Rnnm 229 

RE: Senato Bill 2472 

I am an Occupational Therapist employed at CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii. I strongly support Senate 
Bill 2472 to linense both Occupational 'lben!pists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assis1ants (OTA) in 
Hawaii. 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists 
(OTR) and one of3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. 

At CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii, occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in 
rehabilitating patients with acute, sub-acute and chronic iqjudes. We work with many injured workers 
and help them return to their jobs with work simulation programs. We also perform functional capacity 
evaluations, job site visits and ergonomic evaluations. 

We strongly feel that Jicensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1} 
safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services 
from incoi;npetent persons and persons not qualified to perfonn these services; 3) Require the highest 
degree of professional conduct on the pan of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants and 4) Provide the ·highest qnality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will 
also fw1her define the scope of occupational therapy practice. 

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill, wbiCh would provide 
full liceosure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If yon have 
any additional questions, we can be n:ached at chart1979@hawaii.1I.CODl. Thank you for this opportunity 
to-provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Tod Ohta, OTR 
CHART l!ehabilitation of Hawaii 
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To: Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair 

 Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Vice Chair 

 Senate Committee on Consumer Protection 

 

 Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair 

 Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair 

 Senate Committee on Health 

 

 

From: Tiffany-Joy H. Kawaguchi, OTD, BSOT 

 

Date: February 5, 2014 

 

Re: Testimony in support of S.B. 2472 – Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice 

 

The experience of disability is a concern for Hawaii.  According to a 2011 report by the Kaiser 

Family Foundation, an estimated 10.2% of Hawaii’s population experiences some type of 

disability.  Disability not only impacts the individual that presents with some type of physical, 

sensory, cognitive, and/or psychosocial impairment but also impacts members of our community 

who directly or indirectly provide and/or fund care-related services.  It is in our best community 

interest to equip and empower persons with disabilities to live with independence, self-respect, 

and meaning.   

 

One way in which the quality of life for a person with disability can be enhanced is through 

occupational therapy.  Occupational therapy practitioners are health care professionals who are 

trained to enable individuals with various disabilities across the age span by creating 

opportunities to meaningfully engage in roles and activities to “live life to the fullest.” 

 

I am an occupational therapist employed at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific.  I am also the 

Program Director of Kapi’olani Community College’s Occupational Therapy Assistant program 

where more than 30 students are trained in the art and science of enabling individuals through 

every day activities known as “occupation.”  I strongly support SB-2472 to license both 

occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. 

 

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational 

Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy 

Assistants (OTA). 

 

At the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific as well as in other traditional and non-traditional 

health care settings where KCC OTA students are trained, occupational therapy practitioners 

play an integral part in the process of rehabilitation and habilitation.  Occupational therapists are 

skilled at facilitating pro-social behaviors in consumers who have mental illness, teaching adults 

who have experienced neurological diseases and disorders to perform everyday activities such as 

eating, dressing, and bathing, engaging children to thrive in occupations of childhood such as 

playing with peers and learning in inclusive classroom settings, evaluating persons who have 

various impairments for eligibility with adapted public transportation services, and stimulating 
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aged adults with or without cognitive and memory impairments in culturally-sensitive, orienting 

activities.   

 

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue 

to: 1) Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare, 2) Protect those seeking occupational 

therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services, 

3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and 

occupational therapy assistants, and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy 

services in Hawaii.  This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice. 

 

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would 

provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in 

Hawaii.  If you have any additional questions, I can be reached at tkawagu@hawaii.edu or (808) 

734-9229.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Tiffany-Joy H. Kawaguchi, OTD, BSOT 
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From: CPN Testimony
To: green2 - Chelsea
Subject: FW: SB 2472
Date: Thursday, February 06, 2014 7:58:22 AM

 
 
From: Vernon Charles [mailto:vernon@hawaii.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 9:33 PM
To: CPN Testimony
Subject: SB 2472
 
Date:  February 4, 2014
To:  Honorable Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection
 Committee
       Honorable Senator Brian Taniguchi, Co-chair of the Commerce and Consumer Protection
 Committee
RE: SB 2472 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
Hearing: February 7, 2014, 9:00AM, Conference Room # 229
 
People living with disabilities are an important topic within the state of Hawaii. A 2011 report
 by the Kaiser Family Foundation states approximately 1 in 10 (10.2%) of people in Hawaii
 live with a disability. The disability can be cognitive, sensory, physical, or psychosocial; it
 can also be a combination of these. An individual living with a disability can directly and
 indirectly affect family members, friends, or any health care workers within his or her life.
 The goal is for our community as a whole to provide services that enable and encourage
 people living with disabilities to lead self-reliant, purposeful, and virtuous lives.
 
Occupational therapy is an excellent way to improve the life of a person living with a
 disability. Occupational therapists are health care professionals who are experienced in
 working with a variety of disabilities. Occupational therapists are also trained to work with
 anyone from infants to elders. The goal is to devise innovative ways that encourage people
 living with disabilities to participate in meaningful activities and occupations “to live life to
 the fullest.”
 
I am currently an Occupational Therapy Assistant student studying at Kapiolani Community
 College. I am on track to complete the program in July of this year, and I strongly support
 HB-2042 to license both Occupational Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy
 Assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.
 
Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one
 of three remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA).
 
As an Occupational Therapy student at KCC, I am in the process of understanding how to
 apply theories I have learned in lectures and labs in real-life situations through fieldwork.
 Occupational therapists are essential in the rehabilitation process because they can influence a
 positive outcome in the following arenas: individuals with neurological disorders can be
 taught to perform activities such as eating, dressing, grooming, and showering; children with
 developmental disabilities can be taught to play with peers or learn in a normal classroom
 setting; individuals with mental health disorders can be taught to socialize more effectively

mailto:/O=HAWAII STATE LEGISLATURE/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CPNTESTIMONY
mailto:green2@capitol.hawaii.gov


 with others; individuals with cognitive disabilities can be stimulated with various sensory
 techniques.
I feel that licensure will continue to: 1) Safeguard the public’s health, safety, and welfare; 2)
 Protect anyone seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and those not
 qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct
 from occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest
 quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope
 of Occupational Therapy practice.
 
I hope you and your committee will look favorably upon the passage of this bill, which would
 provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in
 Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, I can be reached at vernon@hawaii.edu. Thank
 you for this opportunity to provide testimony.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vernon Charles III, OTAS
Kapi’olani Community College
4303 Diamond Head Rd.
Honolulu, HI 96816
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