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Honorable Chair Chun Oakland and Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services,
thank you for the opportunity to provide you with comments regarding Senate Bill (S.B.) 2265,
relating to housing.

The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) supports the enactment of this measure, which
would appropriate out of the general revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $50,000,000 or
so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014-2015 to improve the existing public
housing stock and increase the supply of public housing units in the State, provided that its
passage does not adversely impact priorities indicated in the Executive Supplemental Budget.

With these much needed funds, the HPHA will be able to address the extensive capital needs of
the HPHA'’s aging housing stock. With approximately half billion ($0.5 B) of needed capital
improvements and an aging inventory, the HPHA needs this funding to repair our low-income
housing properties quicker, and move more needy families into low-income public housing.

This measure will bring the HPHA one step closer to bringing its existing housing inventory up to
current on its capital needs, and to contribute to the 50,000 new units needed by the year 2016,
that has been indicated in the 2011 Hawaii Housing Planning Study.

The HPHA appreciates the opportunity to provide the Senate Committee on Human Services
with the agency’s position regarding S.B. 2265. We respectfully request the Committee to pass
this measure favorably, and we thank you very much for your dedicated support.
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Aloha Chair Chun Oakland, Vice-Chair Green, and members of the Senate Committee on Human
Services, my name is Stephen Morse. | am the Executive Director of Blueprint for Change (BFC) and
am here today to support Senate Bills 2542, 2267, 2442, 2266, 2265, 2545, 2544, 2534, 2337, 2395, and
2286, all of which are part of the Housing and Homeless Legislative Package.

Members, for the record, BFC is the fiscal, technical, and administrative support entity for five
Neighborhood Place centers statewide that provide support and strengthening services to families at
risk of child abuse and neglect under a POS contract with the Department of Human Services. Our
Neighborhood Place programs are unique among CAN prevention programs for two reasons: (1) they
are community-based and are located in communities where families are at high risk of child abuse and
neglect; and (2) they are the only programs where children and families at risk of child abuse and
neglect can get services without a referral or appointment and by simply knocking on the door.

We find that one of the biggest risk factors for child neglect in the families we serve is that they are
homeless, homeless-at-risk, or living in unstable, overcrowded living conditions. In many cases, these
families are also mired in other socioeconomic problems, such as unemployment and low incomes,
substance abuse, and chronic health problems, but studies show that the key to helping these families
break the cycle of poverty starts with providing them stable housing. Without stable housing, these
families live transient lifestyles that make it hard for them to focus on problem-solving. It also makes it
extremely difficult for prevention/diversion programs such as our Neighborhood Places to help provide
the sustained, support services these families need to break the cycle, because they are always on the
move.

If we are going to break the cycle and prevent the generational neglect of children within these families,

we need to support housing programs and the development of low-income and affordable housing such
as those proposed in the Senate Bills that are before this Committee today.

Aloha and Mahalo for allowing us the opportunity to testify this afternoon.
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