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Aloha Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Christopher Manfredi, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized 
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,832 farm family members statewide, and serves 
as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic 
and educational interest of our diverse agricultural community. 
 
HFB stands in strong support of SB 2039, which appropriates funds to the University 
of Hawaii, College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR) cooperative 
extension service, to improve education regarding agricultural sciences and food safety. 
 
The excellent work performed by UH CTAHR’s cooperative extension service cannot be 
overstated. The ongoing outreach and education is unparalleled in the State. Farmers 
and ranchers rely on this program for their very success. Identifying education regarding 
agricultural sciences and food safety as priorities is important; particularly the latter 
which will presumably help producers navigate the myriad regulations reflected in the 
USFDA Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). Please allocate all necessary 
resources toward this critically important program. Agriculture in Hawaii depends upon 
it. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure of vital importance. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gottlieb@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2039 on Feb 19, 2014 09:20AM
Date: Monday, February 17, 2014 7:42:11 AM

SB2039
Submitted on: 2/17/2014
Testimony for WAM on Feb 19, 2014 09:20AM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Alan Gottlieb Hawaii Cattlemen's
 Council Support No

Comments: The Hawaii Cattlemen's Council strongly support this bill. A Maui
 Livestock Agent is one of our top priorities.
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HFUU is in Support of SB 2039. \Ve suppOrl CTAHR having four additional 
extension agents, a..:; Ma·ui has needed a Jivestock extension agent for years no'"· and it 
is our understaoding that the. funds that paid C'f /\HR·s coaching of farmers in Good 
Agxiculturnl Practic"" (GAPS) have dried up. For food safety and food security. these 
e:\'lension agents arc a crucial faclor lo lhc equation. \Ve need education in lhe 
ngricuJluraJ sector. ::ind inspirati.on for the-young people to famt. 

Inspiring young people to farm brings us to the second part of our comments. \Ve 
approached you, Mi:. Chairman, last month with a reque.'1 that you support "On Farm 
Menloring ... to bring a vast experience and kno,vledge base to the farm, having fanners 
dis..~minate their knowledge of building soil health and recycling of uuLrienLS bac.k. OnlO 
the fann 10 our keik.i o ka alna. 
This bill is your chance to do that. With the average age of farmers l)e.ing 60 and my 
being one of them~ we need to be on purpose in gening the n1ana "o of our fanning 
kapuna spread ljber.ally across al l inte.rested parties in every \vay possible. Hav.•aii is 
food i11securc, and this educational tool is ~oiuft 10 help brir1g SOl'l)e-bala1)Ce into the 
equation by paying CT AHR to administer funding tOr tanners 1.0 1e;ac.h \\'hat they do on 
lheir farms to lower costly import.ed input~ in raising the vitality of the soil and aJso 
their cropping systems. 
HfUU Vice-Preside-ot and Legislative Chairman Simon RusscH, and Oahu Farmers 
Uoio.n President Parne-la Boyar 1t)et \\rith ) ' Ou last month to discuss this and other itC·fl)S 
(GAPs) as ,,·ell. We are asking for your \ 'Ott for:\ $350,()C)() appropriation for on 
farm n1entoring profiam to be administcrt..-d through C l'A l-IR. in addition to the 
funds that arc a1J11:n>eriated for the four..._C.ES agents. 

R.espe<:afully subrnined .. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: legechair@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2039 on Feb 19, 2014 09:20AM
Date: Monday, February 17, 2014 9:19:19 PM

SB2039
Submitted on: 2/17/2014
Testimony for WAM on Feb 19, 2014 09:20AM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Simon Russell Hui 'O Malama 'Āina Support No

Comments: HFUU is in Support of SB 2039. We support CTAHR having four
 additional extension agents, as Maui has needed a livestock extension agent for
 years now, and it is our understanding that the funds that paid CTAHR’s coaching of
 farmers in Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) have dried up. For food safety and
 food security, these extension agents are a crucial factor to the equation. We need
 education in the agricultural sector, and inspiration for the young people to farm.
 Inspiring young people to farm brings us to the second part of our comments. We
 approached you, Mr. Chairman, last month with a request that you support On Farm
 Mentoring, to bring learning to the farm, and have farmers disseminate their
 knowledge to our keiki o ka aina. This bill is your chance to do that. With the average
 age of farmers being 60, there is no time to waste in getting the mana’o of our
 farming kapuna spread liberally across all interested parties in every way possible.
 Hawaii is food insecure, and this educational tool is going to help bring some balance
 into the equation by paying CTAHR to administer funding for farmers to teach what
 they do on their farms. HFUU Vice President and Legislative Chairman Simon
 Russell, and Oahu Farmers Union President Pamela Boyar met with you last month
 to discuss this and other items (GAPs) as well. We are asking for your vote for a
 $350,000 appropriation for on farm mentoring program to be administered through
 CTAHR, in addition to the funds that are appropriated for the four CES agents.
 Respectfully Submitted, Simon Russell

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mendezj@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB2039 on Feb 19, 2014 09:20AM*
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2014 9:47:47 AM

SB2039
Submitted on: 2/16/2014
Testimony for WAM on Feb 19, 2014 09:20AM in Conference Room 211

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
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