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Aloha Chair Ige, Vice-Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 

     The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports this bill 

which makes permanent provisions for affordable housing credits to be 

requested by DHHL and received from each county for units developed on 

Hawaiian home lands.  This bill is part of the Governor’s 

administrative package by request of our department.   

 The repeal of the sunset date allows DHHL to continue to form 

private-public partnerships through the exchange of credits creating 

resources for the department, and DHHL can earn these resources 

without requiring any state funds.  Affordable housing credits have 

afforded the department greater opportunities to gain resources to 

develop homesteads and, thus, meet our mission to return native 

Hawaiians to our trust lands.  DHHL completes (ready for families to 

move in) between 100 and 200 homes annually statewide per year on 

average, so the credits DHHL receives from the counties account for a 

small portion of total affordable housing created each year in the 
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state.  Since Act 141 was passed by the legislature in 2009, this 

program has been very successful for DHHL. 

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony. 
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