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Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and members of the Committee.  The Department of Business, 

Economic Development and Tourism supports the intent of this bill to provide supplemental state 

funding to support administrative tasks, the purchase equipment, strategic program initiatives, and 

preliminary development of the PISCES research and development park.  

This legislation builds upon and supplements funding from Act 169 from the 2012 

Session and Act 273 from the 2013 Session, which established PISCES as a program 

administratively attached to our department through the Office of Aerospace Development. The 

supplemental funding requested will be critical to sustaining PISCES operations and buildout 

through the upcoming fiscal year. 

We support this measure provided that its passage does not replace or adversely impact 

priorities indicated in the Executive Budget. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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HB 2152 HD1 SD1 – RELATING TO THE PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL SPACE  
  CENTER FOR EXPLORATION SYSTEMS 

  
Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee:  
 
My name is Donald Straney, Chancellor of the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo (UH Hilo).  
We support the intent of HB 2152 HD1 SD1 to fund the Pacific International Space 
Center for Exploration Systems (PISCES) to support administrative and general tasks, 
strategic program initiatives, and the preliminary development of the PISCES research 
and development park.  
 
This proposal will help to expand and diversify economic and workforce development 
opportunities throughout the State by promoting the establishment and growth of new 
sustainable and green industries, internships, and science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics education programs. UH Hilo views the proposal as an opportunity to 
collaborate with PISCES to provide higher education and career options to the people of 
our Hawaiʻi Island.  
 
We support HB 2152 HD1 SD1 provided its passage does not replace or adversely 
impact priorities in our BOR approved budget.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 2152 HD1 SD1. Aloha. 
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Testimony in strong support of Hawaii State HB2150, HB215184, and HB2152 
 
Statement of Buzz Aldrin, Apollo XI  
 
To the Members of the 27th Hawaii State Legislature:  
 
I am pleased to offer my strongest endorsement of Hawaii State Bills HB2150, 
HB2151, and HB2152, which will provide continued support for the Pacific 
International Space Center for Exploration Systems (PISCES). 
 
I commend the Great State of Hawaii for the outstanding leadership you are 
demonstrating in developing and maintaining this unique and vitally important 
capability that will serve Hawaii, the United States, and the international space 
community as a premier planetary analog test bed to help prepare for humanity’s 
next bold frontier - the scientific investigation, sustainable exploration, 
commercial development, and settlement of space.  
 
One of the most important lessons learned from our remarkably successful 
Apollo experience was the need to conduct high-fidelity simulation and training 
sessions in a highly relevant analog research environment, and Hawaii provides 
perhaps the best site on Earth to develop, test and validate the technologies, 
capabilities and systems that will be required to realize the vision I have 
articulated above. 
 
The investment that you are making today in supporting this urgently needed 
capability will undoubtedly assure Hawaii a unique leadership role in this 
challenging new frontier –  an investment that will also contribute substantially to 
the economic prosperity and well being of the State, while also inspiring Hawaii’s 
future aerospace workforce to pursue Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) related academic training in your schools and universities. 
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I have had the pleasure of personally attending and participating in several 
PISCES conferences and workshops over the past several years, and have 
seen, first hand, how well this new capability is coming together. As such, I urge 
you to continue to support its development and operations so it can achieve its 
full potential to meet this critical need for our space program –  an investment 
that I am confident will be returned many fold to the great State of Hawaii. 
 
As you may be aware, I recently published my latest book –  Mission to Mars, 
My Vision for Space Exploration –  in which I lay out my long term strategy for 
the exploration and settlement of space, as well as the steps I feel are required 
to implement this strategy. As I emphasize in my book, it is my view that future 
journeys into space can and will begin here in Hawaii - with innovators, 
scientists, technologist, and explorers from across the world conducting vital 
research at PISCES on the Big Island.  These Hawaii-based experiments will 
subsequently be operated tele-robotically from other sites around our planet to 
simulate the control of lunar robots on the surface of the Moon from stable 
orbits near our natural satellite - thus reducing the time delays associated with 
attempting to conduct these operations from Earth. 
 
Ultimately, I expect this approach will enable space commerce on the surface 
of the Moon on a scale that we have yet to anticipate, and that PISCES will 
continue to serve as the premier Earth-based proving ground for these 
systems for the foreseeable future. 
 
In the longer term, having demonstrated the value of conducting these 
planetary research investigations with PISCES, I anticipate we will use these 
same capabilities and procedures to prepare for a permanent international 
settlement of Mars by exploiting the moons of Mars to conduct similar, nearly 
real-time tele-robotic operations on the Martian surface. 
 
This approach would afford PISCES several decades of sustained pioneering 
research on the Big Island, bringing long-term development and prosperity to 
this region, and indeed to all islands of Hawaii. 
 
In support of the vision I have articulated in my new book, I have spent the past 
six-months meeting with senior leadership in the U.S. Administration and on the 
Hill, and have hosted book signings and forums all over the world. At each 
venue I have also made it clear that this bold journey into space can begin with 
PISCES and the Great State of Hawaii. 
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By supporting PISCES through the legislation before you today, you will affirm 
that Hawaii will expand its role as a leader in the international exploration and 
development of space, which in turn will afford exceptional economic and 
societal returns to humanity on Earth, as well as to the Aloha State – enhancing 
economic prosperity and wellbeing for generations to come. 
 
I again, strongly encourage your continued leadership in supporting PISCES –  
a timely and vitally important asset not only for Hawaii, but also for our Nation 
and the broader international space community. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important initiative. 
 
Buzz Aldrin 
Apollo XI 
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March 25, 2014 
 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
Testimony in Support of HB 2152, HD1, SD1  Relating to the Pacific International 
Space Center for Exploration Systems’ (“PISCES”) (Appropriates funds to the 
PISCES program to support administrative and general tasks, strategic program 
initiatives, and the preliminary development of the PISCES' research and 
development park. Effective January 20, 2050). 
 
Friday, March 28, 2014, 9: 20 a.m., in Conference Room 211 
 
The Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF) is a private, non-profit research and 
trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and a utility 
company.  LURF’s mission is to advocate for reasonable, rational and equitable land use 
planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned economic growth and 
development, while safeguarding Hawaii’s significant natural and cultural resources, and public 
health and safety. 
 
LURF supports HB 2152, HD1, SD1. 
  
HB 2152, HD1, SD1  The purpose and intent of this measure is to appropriate funds to the 
PISCES project to support administrative and general tasks, strategic program initiatives, and 
the preliminary development of the PISCES' research and development park. The effective date 
for this measure is January 20, 2050. 
 
LURF’s Position.  The Legislature established PISCES through Act 169 (SLH 2012), to 
leverage Hawaii's substantial assets and capabilities in the space industry to advance our 
national space program and provide unique opportunities to expand and diversify technology-
based enterprise and education in the State of Hawaii.   
 
LURF supports PISCES, which will develop a world-class center of excellence in Hawaii that can 
facilitate the design, testing, and validation of new technologies to support robotic and human 
missions to space.  In so doing, PISCES can serve as an economic driver for the island of Hawaii 
that will promote the establishment and growth of new sustainable and green industries along 
with associated jobs, workforce development, internships, and science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics education programs. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in support of this measure. 

http://www.lurf.org/
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