
Allison Jacobson

PO Box 131

Anahola, HI 96703

Representatives:

I strongly oppose HBI824 Abolishing the Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council. This

citizens’ council needs to remain intact to advise the DLNR on issues relating to Koke’e

and to prevent the overdevelopment and commercialization of this very special place.

This group is doing very important work to make sure the Koke’e Master Plan protects

Koke’e and needs to continue doing so.

Sincerely,

Allison Jacobson
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 11:26 AM
To: waltestimony
Cc: fernrosenstiel@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 1/31/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Fern Rosenstiel Individual Oppose No l

Comments: Not everything is about quick collection of profits. With the development of something as
important as a master plan for Koke'e we need collaborative community input and lets work on
improving the advisory group, not getting rid of it. Mahalol

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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January 31, 2014

TESTIMONY OF GARY L. HOOSER
COUNCILMEMBER, KAUA‘I COUNTY COUNCIL

ON
HB 1824, RELATING TO KOKE‘E STATE PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL

Committee on Water & Land
Monday, February 3, 2014

9:15 a.m.
Conference Room 325

Dear Chair Evans and Committee Members:

I would like to submit this testimony in OPPOSITION of HB 1824, relating to
the Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council. My testimony is submitted in my capacity
as Chair of the Economic Development (Sustainability /Agriculture / Food / Energy)
& Intergovernmental Relations Committee and Councilmember of the Kaua‘i

gountyl
Council. I am also a non-voting member of the Koke‘e State Park Advisory

ounci .

HB 1824 seeks to dismiss the Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council for “failing
to carry out its responsibilities,” and states that it is “unclear what, if anything, the
advisory council has actually accomplished with regard to revising or implementing
the Koke‘e State Park Master Plan.”

I would like to inform the Committee that the Koke‘e State Park Advisory
Council has in fact invested countless hours in working on the Koke‘e Master Plan,
advising the Department of Land and Natural Resources and offering valuable
community input. This work should not be rushed and is vitally important to
provide for proper future management and protection of the resource.

The Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council is not only responsible for advising
on the master plan, but also advises on many other Koke‘e related issues including
the management of the Koke‘e recreation cabin leases, enhancement of community
education and cultural awareness of the park, and participating in the overall
protection and preservation of the park’s natural and cultural resources.

For the reasons stated above, I respectfully request the Committee to defer
this measure indefinitely. Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit my
testimony.

Sincerely,

GAR L. HOOSER
Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council

AB:lm
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 3:04 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: mamaupin@hotmai|.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:l5AM*

HB1824
Submitted on: 1/31/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Margaret Maupin Individual Oppose No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 4:17 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: jessicamitchell51@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 1/31/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Jessica Mitchell Individual Oppose No l

Comments: This group is doing very important work to make sure the Kokee Master Plan protects
Kokee.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Page 1
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WILLIAM M. TAM
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KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
LAND

STATE PARKS

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAII   96809

Testimony of
WILLIAM J. AILA, JR.

Chairperson

Before the House Committee on
WATER & LAND

Monday, February 03, 2014
9:15 AM

State Capitol, Conference Room 325

In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 1824

RELATING TO KOKE‘E STATE PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL

House
established by Act 223, 2008 Session Laws of Hawai‘i. The Department of Land and Natural
Resources (Department) strongly supports this measure.

The appropriation to initiate a Master Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
Session Laws of Hawaii

assist the State in revising and updating the Master Plan; advise and assist in the management of

State Park; participate in the protection and preservation of the parks’ natural and cultural
resources; and advise and assist in the implementation of the Master Plan.

To date, numerous meetings of the KSPAC were conducted and administered by the
Department’s Division of State Parks staff, who then initiated repeated and numerous revisions
of the Master Plan on behalf of KSPAC.  The extended planning process has not resulted in
achieving a final Master Plan and EIS to present to the Board of Land and Natural Resources
(Board) and has delayed needed park improvements.  Further, the Department estimates that an
approximate $300,000 per year in potential entry fees from commercial tour buses and out-of-
state visitors has been lost.  The Division of State Parks is prepared to now finalize the Master
Plan and present it to the Board for approval in 2014.
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While the Department extends its gratitude to the members of the KSPAC who served and

supports this measure.
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 4:43 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: shannonkona@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 1/31/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Shannon Rudolph Individual Oppose No l

Comments: Oppose. Don't shut out residents from decision making of Koke'e!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1



lowen2-Lanaly

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 5:24 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: mimsyheart@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 1/31/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Miriam Bouret Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: Please do not remove our Kokee Advisory Board. Kokee must be protected.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 11:13 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: sherrianwitt@ao|.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM*

HB1824
Submitted on: 1/31/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I sherrian witt Individual Oppose No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, February 01, 2014 6:48 AM
To: waltestimony
Cc: fayehreese@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/1/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Faye H. Reese Brenner Individual Oppose No i

Comments: I believe Koke's State Park Advisory Council is doing a great job in protecting the
treasure we have in Koke State Park. Please do no abolish this beneficial advisory council.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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Halau Palaihiwa 0 Kaipuwai

A traditional hula school perpetuating Hawaiian chant and dance as a specialized discipline & art forrn of cultural excellence
Post Office Box 1261 l<apa‘a, Kaua‘i Island, Hawai‘i 96746 Telephone: 808.346.7574 E-Mail: halaupalaihiwa@kaieie.org

www.kaieie.org

February 1, 2014

TESTIMONY in OPPOSITION of HB 1824 Relating to Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council

TO: Committee on Water and Land - Chair: Rep. Cindy Evans & Vice-Chair: Rep. Nicole E. Lowen
WAL Members:
Rep. Ty .J.K. Cullen Rep. Calvin K.Y. Say
Rep. Faye P. Hanohano Rep.Scott Y. Nishimoto
Rep.DerekS.K. Kawakami Rep. Richard Lee Fale
Rep. Chris Lee Rep. Cynthia Thielen

Aloha mai kakou,

My name is Kehaulani Kekua and I am a native Hawaiian born and raised on Kaua‘i Island. I am also the
kumu hula 0 Halau Palaihiwa O Kaipuwai - the oldest continuing tradition of hula on Kaua‘ i. I am writing
to provide testimony in OPPOSITION of HB 1824 that is proposing to abolish the Koke‘e State Park
Advisory Council.

Koke‘ e is a priceless gem that has provided a mountain haven and respite for countless generations of
Kaua‘i's families. For myself, my family and my haumana or students of our halau, Koke‘e has also
provided us access to that sacred realm of the wao nahele and wao akua that is so crucial to the
continuation of our cultural practices and lifestyle of ha‘a and hula traditions. It is one of the last
accessible places on our island where we can still see and gather kinolau - native Hawaiian plants that
are considered as sacred and important by traditional disciples associated with the guilds of ha‘a, hula,
la‘au lapa‘au, lomilomi, hana no‘eau Hawai‘ i, lua and more. Our halau maintains the tradition of the
kuahu or hula shrine that recognizes the Native Hawaiian forest and its mountain regions as the greater
kuahu. Additionally, we maintain a kuahu for the halau of which palapalai, maile, halapepe, ‘ ie‘ ie,
‘olapa, ‘ekaha, ‘ohi‘a lehua, koa, pala‘a, and mokihana are prescribed plants that are necessary to our
cultural life-ways and beliefs. We also uphold ceremonies of connecting the ‘olapa or dancer to the
kuahu and forest through protocols of the halau.

For many years, we have attended countless meetings and hearings to fight for protection of this
mountain from commercial development that is pitched by the State as "improvements". We do not want
any negative impacts to affect or jeopardize the pristine environment of our beloved Koke‘ e! The
Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council have been our collective voice and sounding board that has given
selflessly to serve our community. The members that serve on this council are passionate and dedicated
to protecting Koke‘e and we trust in their excellent representation of our greater island community.
Without them in place, advocating for Koke‘e's best interests on our behalf, we know that the integrity of
this special place will succumb to objectionable decisions to commercialize the park and the popular
scenic lookouts of Waimea Canyon and Kalalau Valley. We implore you to hear our pleas to NOT
ABOLISH this valuable body of volunteers who have given of their time, energy and dedicated efforts to
protect Koke‘e in its purest form possible. Please DO NOT SUPPORT HB 1824.

Me ka ha‘aha‘a,
This is my humble request,

Kehaulani Kekua
Kumu Hula, Halau Palaihiwa O Kaipuwai
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, February 01,2014 1:02 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: kinikohu@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/1/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Madeline Guyett Individual Oppose No i

Comments: January 31, 2014 House Committee on Water & Land Representative Cindy Evans,
Chairperson Nicole E. Lowen, Vice Chairperson Monday, February 3, 2014 9:15 am Hawaii State
Capitol Conference Room 325 Testimony OPPOSED to HB 1824, Relating to Koke‘e State Park
Advisory Council The Kokee Advisory Council (KAC) was initiated for the purpose of advising the
DLNR on issues relating to Kokee and to prevent the over development and commercialization of
Kokee and Waimea Canyon State Park. The KAC acts as a voice for the community and is doing very
important work to make sure the master plan protects Kokee and Waimea Canyon and that these
special areas remain a wilderness park for future generations. The KAC has been working closely
with the DLNR Division of State Parks (DSP) to revise the Kokee and Waimea Canyon State Parks
Master Plan since 2009. The KAC has solicited community input on the master plan through
numerous public meetings at which staff from DSP have been present and has made revisions to the
master plan based on the communities input. There are se veral revisions for which DSP and the KAC
have been able agree on. The plan no longer includes: - a hotel or additional parking at
Kanaloahuluhulu meadow - a store at the Waimea Canyon lookout - concessions at other lookouts -
full-size buses beyond Waimea Canyon lookout - a parking lot at Porter's meadow - entry fees for
residents The KAC was able to work with DSP to increase the budget for conservation and natural
resources management and to come up with a solution for renovation or replacement of the buildings
at the Kanaloahuluhulu meadow, including limited expansion of the lodge and museum buildings.
There are items that KAC and DSP have agreed to disagree on such as the entry station as there is
strong community opposition to the entry station. The council provides ongoing opportunities for the
Kauai community to review DLNR proposals and provide counsel to the state as it makes decisions
that affect the mountain wilderness into the future, most irreversible. During 2013, the KAC conducted
quarterly meetings, all of which were well attended by the general public. These meetings were re-
broadcast on public access television. The current Permitted Interaction Group, appointed to review
master plan, has had numerous additional meetings, including meetings with the State Parks and the
DLNR Planner. The council's next meeting is scheduled for March 29th and it is anticipated that the
master plan will be finalized at this meeting. Many additional issues related to Kokee and Waimea
State Parks will need to be addressed after finalization of the plan. I oppose this bill and feel that we
need the KAC so the voices of the community is heard, both sides! I am a Kauai resident that
frequently spends time in Kokee with my ohana, hula halau, and friends. It is my spirit ual sanctuary, a
place where we raised our son to appreciate the beauty and mountain lifestyle, a place for practicing
Hawaiian culture and lei making, and a place to share with our visitors so they can be in awe of Ke

1



Akua's many gifts. Please keep the Kokee Advisory Council! Theirjob is not done! Mahalo for your
consideration! Aloha Piha, Madeline Guyett

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

2
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, February 01,2014 1:13 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: joan@joanlevy.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/1/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I joan Levy Individual Oppose No i

Comments: To eliminate the Kokee Advisory Board leaves Kauai residents and environmental
considerations out of the picture and gives all the power to corporate profit. That Aston is now owner
of the lodge and cabins isjust the beginning of the downfall of an important recreational public area
turning into for profit business as usual. The only advantage to dismantling the Kokee advisory board
is to allow for profit corporate business to take over our beautiful Kauai land treasure. Do NOT let this
happen, please. Thank You, Joan Levy kapaa resident

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, February 01,2014 4:50 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: makaala@hawaiian.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/1/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Makaala Kaaumoana Individual Oppose No i

Comments: I am opposed to the dissolution of the Koke'e Advisory Council because I believe this
action is premature and may have implications and unintended consequences for the planning of
Koke'e State Park. Please kill this bill for this session and solicit a report from the Kok'e Advisory
Council when their work is pau. Makaala Kaaumoana, Kauai resident

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



February 1, 2014-

House Committee on Water & Land
Representative Cindy Evans, Chairperson
Nicole E. Lowen, Vice Chairperson

I-Iearing date: Monday, February 3, 2014
9:15 am I-Iawai‘i State Capitol
Conference Room 325

Testimony OPPOSED to I-[B 1824-, Relating to Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council

I appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony opposed to HB 1824.

The Koke‘e State Park Advisory Council (KAC] was established to review and assist the
State in revising and updating the Koke‘e and Waimea Canyon State Parks Master Plan,
advise and assist in the management ofthe Koke‘e recreation residence leases, enhance
community education and cultural awareness of Koke'e and Waimea Canyon State Parks,
participate in the preservation and protection of the area's natural and cultural resources,
and advise and assist in the implementation ofthe Master Plan recommendations. It
has been of great value in revising and updating the master plan consistent with community
values, and will continue to provide great value in the implementation ofthe plan
recommendations into the future.

I was an initial senate appointee to the council in 2009 and spent several years (prior to my
appointment to the Board ofEducation) working with other council members to bring the
concerns of the state to the community and vice versa. During this time, l served on two
Permitted Interaction Groups charged with reviewing and reporting out the areas ofthe
master plan that were inconsistent with clear, consistent concerns ofthe larger community.
After leaving the council, I continued to work closely with the current Permitted Interaction
Group (see below*). I have personally spent hundreds of hours in reviewing the master
plan, preparing reports and communicating with the state and the community.

I find that the language in this bill is transparently false. One reason stated for abolishing
the council is that it has been ineffective and the second is that the council is to blame for
the state losing $300,000 in projected revenue by delaying the master plan. Both ofthese
statements are simply untrue and reflect a lack of understanding and appreciation of the
significant and extraordinarily effective work that the council has done on behalf ofthe
I(oke‘e and Waimea Canyon state parks at virtually no cost to the state.

With respect to the latter, the council has been informed by the DLNR throughout its tenure
that the BLNR has already approved charging admission for entry or parking at seven parks
statewide and that no further approval was needed. The community on Kaua‘i is,
admittedly, strongly opposed to an entry station charging fees to enter Koke‘e, but the
apparent reason the state has not implemented the entry station is simply that no tolls may be
collected on DOT roads and the DLNR does not havejurisdiction ofthis DOT road to Koke‘e.
This has nothing whatsoever to do with the work ofthe council.

The following history is offered to provide context and background for your consideration
in this matter:



Ten years ago, the Kaua‘i community was given notice that public meetings would be held
to review several proposed master plan approaches for Waimea and Koke‘e State Parks.
The notice provided four options: status quo; remedial; conservation; and development. At
the meeting the “status quo" option was taken offthe table, though this option was the
strong preference ofthe community. As a result, the community overwhelmingly chose the
"remedial" approach.

Three years later, when the consultant and the DLNR sought an EIS for their plan, the
community learned that the master plan included significant development: a hotel at the
Kanaloahululu meadow, extending the parking lot at the meadow by not less than 72
parking spaces, multiple additional buildings at the meadow, widening the road to Kalalau
to accommodate full-size buses, multiple built-out lookouts along the Waimea Canyon road,
a store selling “souvenirs" at Waimea Canyon lookout (and concessions at other lookouts],
an entry station at mile 7 that would collect entry fees from those travelling up the
mountain, paving over Porter's meadow to extend parking at a nearby lookout, zip-lines,
virtually no funding for conservation, and other proposals focused on maximizing revenue
generation.

In response, a large contingent of I(aua‘i Living Treasures travelled up the mountain to
speak—in pouring rain-- of the urgency of protecting the mountain from commercial
development. Over a thousand showed up at a meeting held at the convention center to
provide testimony regarding these proposals and the testimony was overwhelmingly
opposed to the plan to develop the mountain. The state did not revise the plan in response
to the tremendous community input.

In 2009, the Koke‘e Advisory Council [KAC) was created by the legislature, its members
appointed by the governor, senate and house. Ex-officio members include a representative
from the Kaua‘i County Council, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and DLNR DOFAW and DSP.

The members ofKAC are all volunteers and nofunding orsupport wasprovided by the state to
sustain the work ofthe council. Nevertheless, the council has worked with the county,
schools, and non-profit organizations (including National Tropical Botanical Gardens] to
find meeting spaces. A KAC website was established and maintained by a community
volunteer, the meetings are videotaped and archived by a community volunteer and
broadcast on our public access television station, and hundreds ofhours have been spent by
council members in reviewing the master plan, reporting out findings based upon
community input and council research.

Vl/hen the council first began its work in 2009, the master plan was in constant revision by
the state. Council members requested that they be provided a current copy ofthe master
plan. A copy was eventually provided on a protected disk that could not be red-lined and
the council was told that it could not be shared with the community.

Although the state relented on the last point, a Permitted Interaction Group, a committee of
3 members of the council charged with reviewing the then-current status of the master
plan, had to report its findings in a multiple page document that was footnoted and cross-
referenced as the council's proposed changes could not be red-lined. This resulted in delays
and additional meetings. Finally, over a year later, the state allowed the council to use a
copy ofthe master plan that could be red-lined and the work began again, requiring that



another *Permitted Interaction Group ofthe council be appointed to start over. These
delays were caused by the state, not by the council.

The current master plan is significantly improved as a result ofthe hard work that the
council has done. The plan does notinclude a hotel or additional parking at
Kanaloahuluhulu meadow, a store at the Waimea Canyon lookout, concessions at other
lookouts, full-size buses beyond Waimea Canyon lookout, a parking lot at Porter's meadow,
or entry fees for residents. The council worked diligently with the state on a solution for
renovation or replacement ofthe buildings at the meadow, including limited expansion of
the lodge and museum buildings. The plan does not now include plans for zip-lines through
the forests and does have a budget for conservation work on the mountain.

The council provides ongoing opportunities for the Kaua‘i community to review DLNR
proposals and provide counsel to the state as it makes decisions that affect the mountain
into the future, most irreversible. During 2013, the KAC conducted quarterly meetings, all
of which were well attended by the general public. These meetings were re—broadcast on
public access television. The current Permitted Interaction Group, appointed to review and
red—line the master plan, has had numerous additional meetings, including meetings with
the State Parks and the DLNR planner. The council's next meeting is scheduled for March
29* and it is anticipated that the master plan will be finalized at this meeting. Many
additional issues related to Koke‘e and Waimea State Parks will now be able to be
addressed.

The collaborative work ofthe KAC on behalf of the Koke‘e and Waimea Canyon state parks
has resulted in a stronger master plan, one that respects the mountain and the community.
The state has benefitted by the expertise brought to the table by its committed community
volunteers, who have provided hundreds ofhours of volunteer time in the effort to work
toward a shared solution to sustain our cherished parks.

After hundreds of hours ofwork, the KAC is in a position to look forward, working with the
state to implement the master plan in the coming years.

I urge you in the strongest possible terms to table this bill

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in opposition to HB 1824-.

NANCY]. BUDD
Attorney at Law
Former member ofthe Koke‘e State Parks Advisory Council



To: House Committee on Water and Land
Rep. Cindy Evans, Chairperson
Nicole E. Lowen, Vice Chairperson

Subject: Testimony OPPOSED to HB1824, Relating to Kokee State Park Advisory Council

Dear Ms. Evans,

I am an ex-officio member of the Kokee Advisory Council serving on behalf of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). I am providing testimony as a citizen of Kauai and am not speaking on
behalf ofthe USFWS.

The Kokee Advisory Council (KAC) was initiated for the purpose of advising the DLNR on issues
relating to Kokee and to prevent the over development and commercialization ofKokee and Waimea
Canyon State Park. The KAC acts as a voice for the community and is doing very important work to
make sure the master plan protects Kokee and Waimea Canyon and that these special areas remain a
wildemess park for future generations. The KAC has been Working closely with the DLNR Division of
State Parks (DSP) to revise the Kokee and Waimea Canyon State Parks Master Plan since 2009. The
KAC has solicited community input on the master plan through numerous public meetings at which staff
from DSP have been present and has made revisions to the master plan based on the communities input.
There are several revisions for which DSP and the KAC have been able agree on. The plan no longer
includes:

0 a hotel or additional parking at Kanaloahuluhulu meadow
0 a store at the Waimea Canyon lookout
~ concessions at other lookouts
I full-size buses beyond Waimea Canyon lookout
I a parking lot at Porter’s meadow
0 entry fees for residents

The KAC was able to work with DSP to increase the budget for conservation and natural resources
management and to come up with a solution for renovation or replacement of the buildings at the
Kanaloahuluhulu meadow, including limited expansion of the lodge and museum buildings. There are
items that KAC and DSP have agreed to disagree on such as the entry station as there is strong
community opposition to the entry station. The council provides ongoing opportunities for the Kauai
community to review DLNR proposals and provide counsel to the state as it makes decisions that affect
the mountain wildemess into the future, most irreversible. During 2013, the KAC conducted quarterly
meetings, all of which were well attended by the general public. These meetings were re-broadcast on
public access television. The current Permitted Interaction Group, appointed to review master plan, has
had numerous additional meetings, including meetings with the State Parks and the DLNR Planner. The
council’s next meeting is scheduled for March 29th and it is anticipated that the master plan will be
finalized at this meeting. Many additional issues related to Kokee and Waimea State Parks will need to
be addressed after finalization of the plan.
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, February 01,2014 9:16 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: na|dajw@gmai|.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:l5AM*

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/1/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
i jw nalda Individual Oppose No i

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1





























lowen2-Lanaly

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2014 4:25 AM
To: waltestimony
Cc: paikoman@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/2/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Lisa Hallett Individual Oppose No i

Comments: Aloha, I am in strong opposition to this bill. I thank you for the opportunity to testify.
Mahalo, Lisa Hallett Todd Andrews Jessica Andrews

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2014 11:13 AM
To: waltestimony
Cc: akamaimom@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/2/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Felicia Cowden Individual Oppose No

Comments: I strongly oppose the elimination of the Koke`e State Park Advisory Council! This is
another action designed to suppress home rule in the counties and allow the state of Hawaii to
"exploit the neighbor-island resources for revenue." Last year, the people worked hard to revoke the
Public Land Development Corporation for the monumentous "taking" that it was. This is a fresh grab.
The Koke`e State Park Advisory Council manage to create a plan that was refreshingly acceptable to
the people. The Agribusiness Development Corporation certainly appears to have its hand into this
issue. This bill is removing the decision making for the best interest of Kaua`i from Kaua`i and giving it
to the financial interests of Honolulu. I say NO, and shame on those from Kauai making this proposal.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2014 11:25 AM
To: waltestimony
Cc: melrapozo@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/2/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mel Rapozo Individual Oppose No

Comments: Kauai needs this Advisory Council to ensure the protection and preservation of Kokee
State Park. Kokee is special to Kauai's people. Please do not allow this bill to pass.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2014 12:59 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: unaviami@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/2/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bryna Storch Individual Oppose No

Comments: Aloha. I am a commercial food farmer in Waimea, a member of Hui o Laka, a Kokee park
volunteer steward, a laau lapaau practitioner, and a voter of West Kauai. I oppose this bill in
everyway. We need and want the Kokee Advisory Council and greatly respect and appreciate the
work they have done thus far-- and will undoubtably continue to do so if not derailed for purely private
corporate and political interests. The community has seen through the smokescreen and lies
respresented in this bill , which effectiv ely lowers the standards of state legislation of public resources
and the democratic and honest duty of public process, and it may effectively cost its local introducer
her now tarnished political career. TO BE VERY CLEAR- We do not want our local land and
resources to be administered in Honolulu. Please do not pass this bill or any other attempts at
preempting home rule of public resources.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 02,2014 1:02 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: topherdean1@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/2/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Christopher Dean Individual Oppose No i

Comments: Democracy. That's the greatest gift we've been given by our founding fathers. Democracy
requires open information to work. The people as a whole express their dreams and desires, their
fears and concerns; not just a few people who stand to gain but ALL the people. Any legislation that
attempts to obscure or withhold information from the general public, is legislation that is contradictory
to the very fundamental idea of democracy. Corporations continuously attempt to keep their
operations a secret from society. Why is that? It's because they know they're doing something that
the people of the community are going to be upset about, but this country, state, community is about
more than making money. It's about creating a more "perfect union". The people who want to
develope Koke'e, or any part of Hawaii, don't see the picture as a whole, they only see their
perspective and to be honest they may actually believe that they are doing a good thing, providing
jobs, amenities and making an honest living. What they fail to realize is that the seven billion other
people in the world don't have a dream of vacationing in an urban sprawl, they have a dream of
walking down a deserted white sandy beach with the person they love. Look at any advertisement for
Hawaii. When you see a couple walking down the beach, are they on Waikiki beach’? No, the picture
is of a beach with no other people and no development whatsoever. The same is goes for our lush
and spectacular valleys and waterfalls. Do you see brochures with valleys that are sprawling with
houses? NO you don't. Every time a beautiful place gets developed, you take that away from what
makes Hawaii a viable tourist destination. You're giving away the goose that lays the golden egg.
There's room for people to live in Hawaii in-land and places that are already developed. We better get
a grip, our these islands will be ruined forever. I strongly urge you to reject HB 1824. Let the people of
Koke'e know what's being planned for their community well before a corporation or individual invest
any capital, that way you'll save corporations money and time and preserve the integrity and joy of the
community, and yourjob.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearino_,_improper|y identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 02,2014 9:03 PM
To: waltestimony
Cc: Martiney@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/2/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Christina Martiney Individual CommentsOnly No i

Comments: Please keep the Koke'e Council in tact. We on Kauai, want a voice on what decisions are
made in regards to our treasure. The council is the best way to have a say in State plans. You are not
giving the citizens of Kauai enough time to respond to this bill. At least continue this and allow Kauai
residents more opportunity for testimony.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 03,2014 6:25 AM
To: waltestimony
Cc: creekertodd@hotmai|.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1824 on Feb 3, 2014 09:l5AM*

HB1824
Submitted on: 2/3/2014
Testimony for WAL on Feb 3, 2014 09:15AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I todd Individual Oppose No i

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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