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Man.:h 28. 2014 

The 1lonorab1e Senator Clayton Hee, Chai: 
And Members of th~ Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

111e s~nate 
Sta:e Capitol 
Honolulu. Hawaii 96813 

RE: House Bill No. i812, HDl, SDl, 
RELATING TO LAW l'.Nl ORCEMENT 

Dear Chair H..:!e and Memhers ol"lhe Comnli'.ke on J:.ufo;iary and Labor: 

GARY A. 'VASVTA 
C:HIFF OF POLICE 

CLAYTON N.Y.W. TOM 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE 

The Maui Police De1n1rtmc:nt would like to submit tc!>timony in opposition to H . .B. 
~o . 1812. HD l. SD!. Titl'. passagt of this bill requires atldilional <le.ail and upda1ing for 
annual re!J(1rts to tl1e Legislarnr¢ of police misco:i.duct; requires Tl.)CCOtion of disciplinary 
records for al lt'a-;t ei!lhlt:en mouths afier rep<.lrting; permits disclosure under the Freedom 
of 1nformatioo Act of miscondltcl oy a pohc!.! llfficer that result in a suspension. The 
added amendment in Seccion 2 of clus bill v.ill also r..-:cnovc the L":>.cmptiun for cuw11y 
polic~ officers from disclosure of their names for incidents of miscond·uct resulting in 
suspensio11 under Section 92F-14(b)(4)(B), Ilawl:lii Revised Statutes. 

The Maui Police !J~partment underst.~d~ that we have a dut) to keep th(; trust of 
our community. As such v.e fully comply with the current ~nnual rt:pomng procedures 
under 52D-3.5, .Hav,'aii Rcvisl.'d Statutes. With lhis bill we ackMwled~o that reportir.g 
criteria is a positive dL<icussion point, bui we also most strive lo be fair to the neads of our 
~!11ployees who serve nnd sacrifice for our community. 

In reviewing the proposed hlll we have issues, as it appears that th~ removal of the 
ex.emption in Section 92F-l4(b)(4)(8), Hawaii Revi~ed Statutes will allow more lhan th~ 
mtendt."d intimnation rele~ed in the annual report categories of the d~partment's 
Sta.1datd5. of Conduct. 

The annual report categories under 520-3.5. Hawaii Revised S1atues are: 

1. Malicious use of physical force; 
2. Mistreatment of prislmers; 
3. Use of dn1gs and narcotics; and 
4. Cowardice. 
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By removing St:ction 92F-l4(b)(4)(R), Hawcii Revised Statute:-. offkecs names 
could be released in situ~tions out of the ~1nnual report even if they may still be iu the 
~rievance and arhitration process. Jf the officer is exonernted, this information is already 
in the public view and thu!i may deny the officer due process within the current sy!ilcm. 

It. is un.dcrs1ood ihat this measure hopes w improve the applicability of HRS 
sec~1on 52D-3.5 and may faciliw.te informed public diaiogue helween ti1e community we 
serve and the police. Rut until con1lic.ts with HRS section Y2F-l4(b )(4)(B) are resolved 
in a fair and reasonable manner, this bill should b~~ dderred as it appears more discussion 
is needed. 

Thank you for allov.fag the Maui Police Department the npportunity to testit).· on 
H.B. No. 1812. IID1, SDl. 
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