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Dear Honorable Chairman Taniguchi and the Senare Higher Education Committee. 

PAGE . 9/ 9 

St•c~· Hip 
Ex~.iii\-t 0 1rtetor 

Ph('l)(I: (80~) 956-SW 
F:ix: (8081 9'6-2\'>5CJ 

tJtl:\il: hia"S(?IJ~w~u.tdu 

I am pleased to support the appojntmem and COG.tirmatic.n of Ms. Charlotte Townsend to the Haw~ii 
Commission for National und CL>minunily ~~ervice. for a 3econd term. 

This Commis~ion enacted by Federai Sw.tutu, is responsible for administ~ing ~d receiving federal funds 
to support Arr,eriCorps Pro.rams in the State of Hawaii. There a.re currently 9 prog:-ams tn the Hawaii 
portfoho, wich approxim<rtely 350 to 400 member.; servin~ throughout the state brtng:ng in over 
$3,800,000.00 a year in Federal F\ir1ds. The current focuc; areas of our programs concentrat~ on land 
conservation, legal help for the needy, sustainable agri.;ulture, early childhood care, and helping neople 
with disabilities find employmi::nt. 

The c.omposition nf the Commission by f ~derdl statute requires a minimum of IS members, an equal 
representation of political parties with NO one party having a majority, and representation of vltriou5 
piOfegsional occupations. 

Ms. Townsend will represent r.Juman Services. T have had the privilege to work with h~r the past two 
years on the Commission, and he has been a very valuable leader ln supporting community service ru1d 
volunteefism in Hawaii. His appointment wiU also allow the Comir.ission to maintajn the equal balance 
between p0litica! parties that is needed to remain co:npl iant with the federal Statutes. 

Please allow Ms. Townsend the oppo1iunity to continue to ser\'e on the Hawaii Commission for National 
and Community Service by conDrming him t0 anot!'ier term. 

Respectfully. 

Stacy K . Hl~a 
Eucuth•e Director 
Hawaii Commission for National &:. Communit>- Servi~ 
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April 15, 2014 
 

TO:  The Senate Committee on Higher Education 
 Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair 
 Senator Gilbert Kahale, Vice-Chair 

 
Re:  GM682:  Submitting for consideration and confirmation to Hawaii Commission for 
National and Community Service, CHARLOTTE TOWNSEND 
 
 
My name is Sheryl Nelson.  I strongly support the appointment of Charlotte Townsend to 
the Hawaii Commission for National and Community Service located at the University of 
Hawaii.   
 
I have had the honor and privilege to know Charlotte for over twenty-five years.  We had 
worked on many projects together over the years.  Through our work collaborations, we 
have also become friends.  Charlotte’s knowledge of issues regarding people with 
disabilities and how a person’s disability affects daily living, employment, recreational 
opportunities and more, along with her personal and professional experiences, makes her 
sensitive and caring.  She will bring a perspective that will add a diverse look at people in 
our communities statewide which will be a benefit to the Hawaii Commission for 
National and Community Service.   
 
Charlotte will be an exciting member of the Commission.         
 
Thank you for the opportunity to support an outstanding community member who makes 
a difference.   
 
 
Sheryl Nelson 
Executive Director 
State Independent Living Council 
 



Leolinda L. K. Parlin 
2604 Pauoa Road 

Honolulu, HI  96813 
 

Phone:  (808)282-6348 leolinda@resqconsultants.com Fax:  (808)531-3595 
 

Date: April 15, 2014 
 

 
To:   THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair 
Senator Gilbert Kahele, Vice Chair 

 
Fr: Leolinda Parlin 
 Consultant, and Grant Administrator 
 
Re: GM682 – SUPPORT:  Hawai‘i Commission for National and Community Service 
 (HCNCS), Gubernatorial Nominee, CHARLOTTE TOWNSEND 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of GM682, the 
confirmation of Charlotte Townsend to the Commission of the HCNCS. 
 
I have come to know Charlotte Townsend both professionally and personally over the last 
decade.  I consider her one of the foremost experts on disability policy in our state as well as a 
highly effective leader in our community.  Charlotte’s vision for individuals with disabilities 
transcends traditional paradigms and has the potential to move us into the 22nd century where 
inclusion and reciprocity are not just buzzwords, but actual living tenets of our society.    
 
Charlotte would bring to the Commission, first hand real world experience to guide in the 
development, implementation and monitoring of AmeriCorps projects.  Her perspective is 
inspiring as she seeks to transform the expectations of individuals with disabilities from “can 
not” to “Can Do.”  Through the development of community service, volunteerism and or 
employment opportunities, Charlotte seeks to reduce the learned helplessness that at times 
seems pervasive amongst the cross section of underserved and marginalized with and without 
disabilities. 
 
I humbly ask this committee to confirm Charlotte Townsend to the Commission for National 
and Community Service. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony. 



April 15, 2014 
 

The Senate Committee on Higher Education 
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair 

Senator Gilbert Kahele, Vice Chair 
 
Regarding:  GM682 Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Hawaii Commission for 
National and Community Service, Gubernatorial Nominee, CHARLOTTE TOWNSEND 
 
Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Kahele and Members of the Senate Committee on Higher 
Education, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony before you today.  I would also like 
to thank Governor Abercrombie for this nomination. 
 
My name is Charlotte Townsend and I am a nominee for the Hawaii Commission for National 
and Community Service.  I was born and raised in Hawaii and have been an active participant in 
many community service organizations and projects during my working career.  I believe my 
background, experience and years of volunteerism makes me a viable candidate for this 
appointment. 
 
I am a graduate of St. Andrew’s Priory in Honolulu and Whittier College in California.  I attended 
graduate school at UCLA and the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  I have been employed at the 
Department of Health, Disability and Communication Access Board, since 1990 serving as the 
prior Assistant Director and the current Program and Policy Development Coordinator.  In my 
job I am responsible for the dissemination of information on community resources for persons 
with disabilities as well as being a trainer and lecturer on civil rights legislation, including the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, the Rehabilitation Act, the Air Carriers Access Act and the 
Federal Fair Housing statutes. 
 
I have also worked for many private non-profit agencies in California and Hawaii as a teacher, 
vocational rehabilitation counselor, program director and administrator.  I am very 
knowledgeable about community programs for persons with disabilities and native Hawaiian 
organizations and services.  I have been called upon to serve on many Executive Boards 
utilizing my background in special education and vocational education.  I was a Governor 
appointee to the Commission on the Handicapped in 1981 where I served three terms 
representing myself as a consumer with polio.  I have served on the Executive Board of 
Directors for many non-profit human services organizations as well as community and 
condominium associations. 
 
In 2011, I was appointed to the HCNCS Board and will complete my first term in June 2014.  I 
am honored to have been asked to serve an additional term.  I believe that community service 
enriches our lives and offers opportunities to give back to others.  I am a passionate advocate 
for the full participation of persons with disabilities in all facets of the community and I will 
continue to bring this voice to the projects of the HCNCS. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
CHARLOTTE TOWNSEND 


	Divider Sheets
	Stacy Higa, Hawaii Commission for National and Community Service, Support
	Sheryl Nelson, State Independent Living Council, Support
	Leolinda Parlin, Individual, Support
	Charlotte Townsend, Individual, Support

