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Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEO 1 3  2015 
RE : S.B. No. 2131 

S.D. 1 

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2014 
State of Hawaii 

Madam : 

Your Committees on Higher Education and Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental and Military Affairs, to which was referred S.B. 
No. 2131 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII," 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to require the 
Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii (Board of Regents) to 
waive the nonresident tuition and fee differential for veterans of 
the United States Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and 
Navy, who were honorably discharged. 

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the University of Hawai'i System, The Chamber of Commerce of 
Hawaii, Hawai'i Alliance of Student Veterans, Young Democrats of 
Hawaii, Young Democrats of Maui County, and eleven individuals. 
Your Committees received comments on this measure from the 
Department of the Attorney General and one individual. 

Your Committees find that this measure addresses an issue of 
statewide concern. The Board of Regents' current policies do not 
offer a waiver of the nonresident tuition differential to veterans 
who are honorably discharged from active duty within the State of 
Hawaii or for those veterans who want to come to the State to 
attend the University of Hawaii. 

Your Committees further find that a number of states 
currently have laws that waive certain residency requirements to 
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allow veterans to attend state universities in states other than 
their state of residency upon separating from the military. 
Allowing a waiver of the nonresident tuition differential to 
veterans will expand veterans' educational opportunities by 
allowing them to attend college within the University of Hawaii 
System at the resident tuition rate. 

Your Committees have amended this measure by making a 
technical, nonsubstantive amendment for the purposes of clarity 
and consistency. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Higher Education and Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental and Military Affairs that are attached to this 
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose 
of S . B .  No. 2131, as amended herein, and recommend that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S . B .  No. 2131, 
S.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Higher Education 
and Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental and Military 
Affairs, 

d . 
WILL ESPERO, &air 
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The Senate 
Twenty-Seventh Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Members 

TANIGUCHI, Brian T. (C) 
KAHELE, Gilbert (VC) 
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. 
IGE, David Y. 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Higher Education 

HRE 

Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

/ 

Bill / Resolution No.:* I Committee Referral: I Date: 

T O T A L  

u The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

n The Recommendation is: 

12- 

Pass, with amendments 0 Hold 0 Recommit 
2311 231 0 231 3 

0 Pass, unamended 
231 2 

I I I I 

KIDANI, Michelle N. 
~ 

TOKUDA, Jill N. 
SLOM, Sam 

Recommendation: p Adopted u Not Adopted 

Chair’s or Dqignee’s Signature: 1 

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 
File with Committee Report Clerk‘s Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
Revised: 01/09/13 
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