
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -14

Honolulu, Hawaii

fj~(~ ~/ . 2014

RE: S.B. No. 2131
S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Higher Education, to which was referred
S.B. No. 2131, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to help expand veterans’
access to higher education and provide them with the same
opportunity that Hawaii residents have regarding the University of
Hawaii’s wealth of educational resources by requiring the
University of Hawaii Board of Regents to waive the nonresident
tuition and fee differential for veterans of the United States
armed forces who were honorably discharged, regardless of their
actual state of residence.

The Office of Veterans’ Services, Department of Defense State
Liaison Office, National Association for Uniformed Services -

Hawaii Chapter, The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, Veterans of
Foreign Wars - Department of Hawaii, Hawaii Alliance of Student
Veterans, Hawaii Alliance of Student Veterans — University of
Hawaii Leeward Community College Chapter, Young Democrats of
Hawaii, and numerous concerned individuals supported the bill.
The University of Hawaii Student Caucus and a concerned individual
supported the intent of the measure. The University of Hawaii and
Department of the Attorney General provided comments.
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Your Committee has amended the bill by:

(1) Adding a finding and declaration by the Legislature that
the issue covered in this bill is a matter of statewide
concern and thus under the Legislature’s purview
pursuant to Article X, Section 6, of the Hawaii State
Constitution;

(2) Specifying that in order to qualify for a waiver of the
nonresident tuition and fee differential for honorably
discharged veterans of the United States armed forces,
such veterans must:

(A) Have left the armed forces no more than two years
prior; and

(B) Sign an intent form to become a resident of Hawaii;

(3) Adding a definition for “G.I. Bill education benefits”;

(4) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2525, to
facilitate further discussion; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 2131, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that
it be referred to the Committee on Finance in the form attached
hereto as S.B. No. 2131, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education,

SAA.C W. CHOY, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives l4~c..42.. I % — i 4.
The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education

BillfResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

g~~v214\t\
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) ~Pass, with amendments (HD) D Hold
D Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HED Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ~~VY.~ (C) 4—’

2. ICHIYAMA, Linda (VC) /

3. ~Henry J.~.

4. AWANA, Karen V
5. HANOHANO, Faye p. /
6. OHNO, Takashi /
7. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

8. TAKAI, K. Mark V
9. TAI~Ul~s1I, Roy ~ /
10. MATSUMOTO, Lauren Kealohilani /
11. FALE, Richard Lee /

TOTAL(11) ~j 0 0 0
The recommendation is: Adopted ci Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


