STAND. COM. REP. NO. ilz -14

Honolulu, Hawaii

m” 6 , 2014

RE: H.B. No. 601
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiclary, to which was referred H.B. No.
601 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO STANDARDS OF CONDUCT, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to increase government
transparency by amending government ethics and lobbyist laws to,
among other things:

(1) Prohibit a person from receiving private compensation
for that person's internship with a legislator;

(2) Prohibit any legislator or public employee from
gsoliciting, accepting, or receiving any gift from a
lobbyist or other specified persons interested in
influencing government actions during certain time
periods;

(3) Prohibit lobbyists and specified persons interested in
influencing government actions from offering or donating
any gift during certain time periocds, and subjecting any
violators to administrative penalties with a maximum
fine of $500; and

(4) Clarify that the prohibition on legislators or public
employees soliciting, accepting, or receiving any gift
when it can reasonably be inferred that the gift is
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intended to influence the legislator or employee in the
course of their official duties, excludes certain gifts,
including testamentary and family gifts or those from
non-profit organizations made up of government agencies
or officers or out-of-state governments;

Extend the amount of time that must elapse following the
end of a legislator's term in office before the former
legislator may represent any person or business for pay
on a matter in which the legislator took official action
from twelve months to two years; and

Include in reporting regquirements for lobbyists the
receipt or expenditure of any money for the purpose of

- influencing the election or defeat of any candidate for

any elective office or for the passage or defeat of any
proposed legislation.

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii and Babes Against
Biotech testified in support of this measure. The Hawaii State
Ethics Commission provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1)

(2)

Clarifying that the prohibition against receiving
private compensation for an internship with a legislator
includes compensation from a private entity as well as
employer but does not include monies from a private
university or college 1f the recipient is a student of
the university or college and receives academic credit
for the internship;

Defining the term "internship" as work, including
volunteer work, performed for the legislature by a
person who is not an employee of the State;

Deleting language that would have prohibited any
legislator or public employee from soliciting,
accepting, or receiving any gift from a lobbyist or
other specified persons interested in influencing
government actions during certain time periods;

Deleting language that would have prohibited any
lobbyist or other specified persons interested in
influencing government actions from offering or donating
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any gift to a legislator or public employvee during
certain time periods;

Deleting language that would have clarified that the
prohibition on legislators or public employers
soliciting, accepting, or receiving any gift when it can
reasonably be inferred that the gift is intended to
influence the legislator or employee in the course of
their official duties excludes certain gifts, including
testamentary and family gifts or those from non-profit
organizations made up of government agenclies or officers
or out-of-state governments;

Deleting language that would have extended the amount of
time that must elapse following the end of a
legislator's term of office before the former legislator
may represent any person or business for pay on a matter
in which the legislator took official action from twelwve
months to two vears;

Deleting language that would have required lobbyists to
include in their required reporting the receipt or
expenditure of any money for the purpose of influencing
the election or defeat of any candidate for any elective
office or for the passage or defeat of any proposed
legislation; and

Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
601, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 601, H.D. 1, and be placed
on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

KLt )

KARI: RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives Hs c& Q.l .- ] “"

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.:

He (01

Committee Referral:

JUD

Date:
oAy

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure,

The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended (as is)

Eﬁ’ass, with amendments (HD) I Hold
O Pass short form bil! with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members

Ayes

Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
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."WOOLEY, Jessica
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13. THIELEN, Cynthia
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TOTAL (13) / \| Z
The recommendation is: ,E/ Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation,

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee’s signature:

(T

Distributiont: Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




