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The Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF) is a private, non-profit research and 
trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and a utility 
company.  LURF’s mission is to advocate for reasonable, rational and equitable land use 
planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned economic growth and 
development, while safeguarding Hawaii’s significant natural and cultural resources, and public 
health and safety. 
 
LURF appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 974, SD1, and to 
offer comments. 
 
SB 974, SD1.  The purpose of this bill is to assist agricultural enterprises in the State by 
authorizing the issuance of special purpose revenue bonds for their benefit.    
 
LURF’s Position.  LURF members include private property owners, farmers and 
ranchers who own, maintain, and engage in agricultural enterprises, and who consider 
such projects and ventures critical to the conduct of their operations and to help sustain 
their businesses.  These land owners and agricultural stakeholders believe SB 974, SD1 
will greatly assist with costs which must be incurred in connection with establishing new 
agricultural projects and activities; expanding and improving their growing and 
processing facilities, including bringing them to current safety standards as may be 
required; and with costs which must be incurred for maintenance and upgrade of existing 
structures and equipment.   
 
As this Committee may already be aware, the unsustainable costs cast upon land owners 
and agricultural stakeholders by various safety and security standards, programs and 
regulations are another serious concern, as the enactment of onerous regulations relating 
to maintenance and operation of water systems, infrastructure, as well as growing and 
processing machinery and facilities are proving to be potentially counterproductive to the 
long-term objective of sustainable agriculture.   
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As potential issues relating to public health, and food safety and security continue to be a 
significant concern, LURF and its members appreciate this measure being taken to assist 
agricultural stakeholders.   
   
For the reasons stated above, LURF is in support of SB 974, SD1, and respectfully 
urges your favorable consideration of this bill.  
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Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Dean Okimoto, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF).  
Organized since 1948, the HFBF is comprised of 1,950 farm family members statewide, 
and serves as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, 
economic and educational interest of our diverse agricultural community. 
 
HFBF strongly supports SB 974, SD1 which seeks to assist Hawaii’s agricultural 
businesses by authorizing the State to issue special purpose revenue bonds (SPRBs) 
for their benefit. 
 
Special purpose revenue bonds provide the private sector access to the lower rates 
available in public finance capital markets. Decaying plantation-era or obsolete 
infrastructure, record high transportation costs, and regulatory compliance issues are a 
crushing burden on our producers and processors and combine to threaten the food 
security and sustainability of our state.  
  
The State of Hawaii has acknowledged that Agriculture is vital to food security, long-
term sustainability and is an important contributor to the State’s economy. Hawaii’s 
farmers and ranchers need access to affordable capital to implement the many projects 
that contribute to feeding our citizens. SB 974, SD1 represents a collaborative effort 
between broad stakeholders engaged in farming and ranching, not-for profits and 
Government entities. 
 
Some examples of Agricultural Projects that could benefit from SPRBs are water 
infrastructure including source development, storage, distribution and irrigation systems, 
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local feed and fertilizer mills, processing and value-added facilities that will create jobs, 
benefit our local economy and expand Hawaii’s brand worldwide, including creation of 
cross promotion opportunities for food, flowers, foliage and tourism, as well as a host of 
renewable energy systems, including bio, solar, wind and hydo-electric energy systems 
that compliment agricultural production. 
 
Please support this vitally important measure. 
 
We appreciate this opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 
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