




























options, to include the creation of a charter school – the fourth and final critical 

need that Hoʻokulaiwi purports to address. 

 

3. My biggest disappointment is that our community supports and lauds 

Hoʻokulaiwi and its successful history, yet we – the 96792 Hawaiian language 

immersion community – have not been adequately serviced yet.  After eleven 

years of existence, Hoʻokulaiwi should have graduated prospective teachers for 

our kula.  But it hasn’t, why is that? 

 

Due to the concerns listed above, I purpose that SB3071 be amended to allow the 

additional funding and support to go to the College of Education - where it can be 

distributed to all Native Hawaiian education initiatives, to include Hoʻokulaiwi.  Perhaps, 

it is time to allow all educational avenues to meet the needs of the Native Hawaiian 

community and not limit progress to one Program.  As Mary Kawena Pukui has shared 

with us: 

ʻAʻohe pau ka ʻike i ka hālau hoʻokāhi  

All knowledge is not taught in one school 

 

Mahalo for allowing me to testify in support SB3071 SD1 Relating To Education, with 

amendment. 

 

«GreetingLine» 

 

 

 

 



























































































To: Senator Brickwood Galuteria, Chair, Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

 Senator Pohai Ryan, Vice Chair, Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

 

 Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair, Committee on Education 

 Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair, Committee on Education 

 

Fr: «GreetingLine» 

 dkapua@gmail.com 

 

Date: February 21, 2012 

 

 

 

Subject: Testimony in Support of SB3071 SD1, Relating To Education, with 

Amendment 

 

Aloha kakou, 

I support the intent of this bill to appropriate funds for three permanent faculty positions 

for Hoʻokulaiwi:  ʻAha Hoʻonaʻauao ʻOiwi (center for Native Hawaiian and 

indigenous education) within the College of Education of the University of Hawaii at 

Manoa.  

 

While I commend Hoʻokulaiwi for their positive gains in teacher recruitment, retention, 

and professional development of high quality teachers, I am dismayed in their absence 

and lack of support for the Hawaiian language immersion program for Ke Kula Kaiapuni 

o Nanakuli (at Nanakuli Elementary School), located within one mile of Nanaikapono 

Elementary, Hoʻokulaiwi’s host school. 

 

During the three years that my children attended Ke Kula Kaiapuni o Nanakuli (2005-

2007), I was disappointed that Hoʻokulaiwi did not have a presence or steady support 

system for our kumu.  I am aware that one of our kumu participated in Hoʻokulaiwi, but 

due to unforeseen circumstances she was not able to complete the program.  To this day, I 

am not aware of any Hoʻokulaiwi graduates at Ke Kula Kaiapuni o Nanakuli.  I find this 

very disheartening for several reasons: 

 

1. Ke Kula Kaiapuni o Nanakuli possesses three of the four critical needs that 

Hoʻokulaiwi purports to address:   

a. It is a Title I school with a large number of Hawaiian children 

b. It is a Hawaiian language immersion program (a struggling one) 

c. It needs Native Hawaiian educational leaders in areas such as curriculum 

research, school administration and teacher education. 

 

2. The 96792 (Nanakuli, Maili, Wai‘anae, Makaha, Kaena) community recognizes 

the challenges that Ke Kula Kaiapuni o Nanakuli has endured with their transitory 

and sometimes ill-equipped kumu, declining enrollment and most of all non-

supportive school administration that they are considering various educational 
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