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The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the intent of this bill, which proposes 
to exempt from the rental motor vehicle and tour vehicle surcharge tax vehicles that are 
rented by a car-sharing organization to members of its membership program on an 
hourly basis for up to six hours per day per vehicle.   
 
The DOT recommends that the definition of car-sharing organization for tax purposes 
be further clarified.  The DOT recommends that the bill exempt non-profit car-sharing 
organizations from the rental motor vehicle and tour vehicle surcharge tax for vehicles 
that are rented by a member of the organization.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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1987 in Switzerland and later in 1988 in Germany, and came to North America via Quebec City 
in 1994. (The first successful car share in the United States was Portland, Oregon's CarSharing-
PDX.) As of July 1, 2011 (based on an analysis by Susan Shaheen of the University of 
California, Berkeley) 26 U.S. car sharing programs claimed 560,572 members sharing 10,019 
vehicles; and 78,840 members shared 2,605 vehicles among 20 car sharing organizations in 
Canada2.  
 
While Blue Planet has not analyzed the legal aspects of car sharing in Hawaii, we understand 
that California enacted car sharing enabling legislation in 2010. It may be worth considering 
amendments to this measure that include some of the policy changes enacted in California to 
remove other possible hurdles to car sharing. Blue Planet is more than happy to help the 
Committee with these amendments. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 

                                                 
2 http://www.carsharing.net/ 
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