WRITTEN COMMENTS OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 2012

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE:
S.B. NO. 2940, MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR YOUTH SERVICES.

BEFORE THE:
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

DATE: Tuesday, February 28, 2012 TIME: 9:00 a.m.
LOCATION:  State Capitol, Room 211

TESTIFIER(S): WRITTEN COMMENTS ONLY. For more information, please contact
Blair Goto, Deputy Attorney General, at 587-3050.

Chair Ige and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments.

The purpose of this bill is to appropriate $450,000 in general funds to provide funding for
chapter 42F, Hawaii Revised Statutes, grants in specified amounts to three named agencies that
provide services to youth. The Department of Human Services is the expending agency.

In section 2 of the bill, on page 4, line 7, there is an appropriation to be distributed to the
“Kalihi YMCA” in the amount of $150,000. We are unaware of an entity with this legal name.
If the intent is for a specific organization to receive the appropriated moneys from the
Department of Human Services, then the correct legal name of the organization should be used.
If this organization is part of the YMCA of Honolulu, then the correct legal name, “Young
Men’s Christian Association of Honolulu,” should be used on line 7. Not using the correct legal
name in the appropriation may prevent the organization from receiving the appropriated moneys.

We note further that the stated intent of the bill on page 3, lines 18-19, “to ensure youth
in Kalihi receive services they need . . .,” is much narrower than the appropriation wording of
section 2 on page 4, line 5, “for agencies providing youth services . . ..” The current wording of
the appropriation could allow the expending agency to contract with the three named agencies to
provide youth services statewide. To match the wording of the appropriation to the stated intent,
we recommend the following change to lines 5-6: “. .. Statutes, for agencies [providirg]| to
provide youth services in Kalihi and to be distributed as follows:” Material to be deleted is
bracketed and stricken. New material is underscored.

We respectfully ask the Committee to make the amendments recommended above.
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Comments from Youth in Support of SB 2940
TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les lhara, Jr., Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services

FROM: Youth Participants of PACT's Community Teen Program at
Kuhio Park Terrace

DATE: February 27, 2012

RE: In Support of SB 2940, Making an Appropriation for Youth Services

As member of the community teen program at PACT since my freshmen year in high school
| have benefited so much from their programs like study hall, Making Proud Choices,
Lawakua Kajukenbo Club and many other programs. It is programs like these that are
needed, especially in communities like Kuhio Park Terrace where good influences are

difficult to find.

Moving to Kalihi from Ewa Beach was very hard for me, leaving all my friends who | was
looking forward to having in high school. Having to make new friends was very difficult, until
| came to the teen program. | was able to meet friends my age in a safe environment.
Study hall was the most helpful for me. As a high school student | knew that | was smart
but | had no motivation to do my homework. The teen program gave me that motivation by
having study hall where you’d get incentives for doing your homework, and writing in your
planner, giving me the basic organizational skills and the ability to prioritize.

After a year of being a member at PACT | joined Lawakua Kajukenbo Club. Unlike many
other martial arts programs the Lawakua Kajukenbo Club disciplines all parts of your life. |
quickly learned how to be polite and respectful to others. After three years in Lawakua |
was offered a full-tuition scholarship to Chaminade after one of our donors had heard about
my work with the teen center, my aspirations to become a doctor, and my club activities in
school at one of our promotion tournaments. Living in a low income community | didn’t
expect to be able to go to a school as good as Chaminade because | wouldn’t be able to
afford it. PACT opened the door for me to become a successful emergency room
physician.

Now as a sophomore at Chaminade | continue to do weli because of the support that | have
from the community teen program. | hope that the community teen program will be able to
continue to help more kids and teens like they helped me. | encourage you to support this
bill.

Zachery Grace
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TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les lhara, Jr., Vice Chair

Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair

Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means

FROM: Youth Participants of the YMCA of Honolulu-Kalihi Branch

DATE: February 22, 2012

RE: In Support of SB 2940, Mak%an Appropriation for Youth Services
WA Febo 26 2012~
q-.00 a.-M.

Youth Statement

This program is especially needed here at the YMCA as it benefits a vast amount of
teenagers. The program not only provides support towards the teenager, but also
allows them to undergo activities for educational purposes. The drop-in also provides a
convenient location for kids and teens to feel at home and simply do homework during
after school hours. The most important factor to the program provided here at the
YMCA is that it acts as a stepping stone and eases the transition for children in the
grades from middle school into high school.

The program has helped me in ways that | haven'’t even asked for, guiding me into a life
full of success. Through the support given to me by the YMCA staff, | was able to
obtain a job before | reached college or even completed high school. Aside from that,
the activities provided to me helped me gain a strong sense of leadership. Through
participating in many of our teen leadership programs, youth legislature events, or even
our after school programs, leadership is a key player in each of these events. I've also
gained a unique skill in art which | personally feel strong with. Through the art programs
provided during after school hours such as Pow Wow.

It has helped the community in general by providing support programs to our
neighboring middle schools, high schools and even elementary schools. A bit of



problems found in my community would be having gangs, a lot of graffiti, and more
commonly found amongst teenagers is drug problems. The YMCA provides programs
specifically to address these groups and to better their lives as well as our community.
Such programs would be our drug counseling programs, art programs, and even
support groups for various cases. These are highly beneficial to our teenagers, easily

found in the convenient locations across Oahu.
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