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IN SUPPORT OF
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RELATING TO ENHANCED 911 SERVICES

Dear Representative Aquino and Members:

1 am Paul Ferreira, the Deputy Police Chief for the Hawai'i Police Department; however, I am providing
testimony as the Chair of the Enhanced 911 (E911) Board that is comprised of representatives from each
of the Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs), representatives of the communications service providers,
and representatives from State agencies.

The members of the then Wireless Enhanced 911 Board (Board) were instrumental in the drafling of the
legislation that resulted in Act 168 becoming law during the 2011 Legislative Session, providing for
amendments to the Hawai‘i Revised Statutes, Chapter 138, Enhanced 911 Services. In reviewing the
amendments that were implemented into the law, the current Board recognized the need to amend the
definition in the law for a “Public safety agency” and approved seeking action during this legislative
session,

In Chapter 138, the definition for “Public safety agency” is described currently as a functional
govemnmental entity, which the Board recognized as being too broad of a definition and therefore needs to
be amended for clarity. As written, a governmental entity may open the door for other federally funded
agencies to seek disbursements from the E911 Fund minimizing the Fund’s resources for state and county
entities. This measure seeks to restore the former definition for “Public safety agency” establishing that a
public safety agency is a functional division of the state or county government that provides for
firefighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical, or other emergency services, which provides the
accurate meaning.

For the reasons above, we strongly urge this committee to approve Senate Bill 2909, Relating to
Enhanced 911 Services.

Thank you for allowing me to testify on this bill.

Sincerely,
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PAUL K. FERREIRA
CHAIR
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S.B. 2909

RELATING TO ENHANCED 911 SERVICES

Chair Aquino and members of the Comn.]ittec, thank you for the opportunity to testify on
S.B. 2909.

The Department of Accounting and General Services supports S.B. 2909.

The current definition of “public safety agency” as a division of a “governmental entity”
is too 5road. S.B. 29009 clearly identifies the scope of the definition as a division of the “State or
county” for firefighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical, or other emergency services.
This definition mirrors the language in the original Act which created the Enhanced 911 Board.

Please note that a substantively similar measure, H.B. 2769, passed Third Reading in the
Senate yesterday (March 20, 2012).

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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March 19, 2012

The Honorable Henry Aquino, Chair
Committee on Public-Safety and Mli’ltary Affairs
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 419
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Aquino:

Subject: ‘S.B. 2909 Relating to En‘hahced 911 Services

I am Kenneth G. Silva, Chair of the State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of the
Honolulu Fire Department (HFD). Tbe SFC and the HFD support S.B. 2909, which
‘amends the definition of public. safety agency.

This bill proposes to define public. safety agency as a functional division of the state or
‘county that has authority to provide f‘ ire fighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical,
or other emergency services. This ciarlt” cation gliows us to focus our funding and
resources on the state and county pubhc safety answering points that provide
emergency services for aur. communlty

The 8FC-and the HFD urge your corpmtttee's support on the passage of S.B. 2909,

Should you have any questions, please contact SFC Administrator Socrates Bratakos at

7237151 or sbratakos@honolu!u.go}r.
Sincerely,

KENNETH G. SILVA
Chair

KGS/LR:cn




Darren J. Rosario
Fire Chief

William P. Kenoi
Mayor

Renwick J, Victorine
Deputy Fire Chief

HAWAI‘l FIRE DEPARTMENT

25 Aupani Street « Suite 2501 « Hilo, Hawai'i 96720
(808) 932-2900 » Fax (808) 932-2928

March 19, 2012

The Honorable Henry Aquino, Chair
Committee on Public Safety and Miiitary Affairs
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 419

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Dear Chair Aquino:
Subject: S.B. 2909 Relating to Enhanced 911 Services

| am Darren J. Rosario, Member of the State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of the
Hawai'i Fire Department of the County of Hawaii (HCFD). The SFC and the HCFD
support S.B. 2909, which amends the definition of public safety agency.

This bill proposes to define public safety agency as a functional division of the state or
county that has authority fo provide fire fighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical,
or other emergency services. This clarification allows us to focus our funding and
resources on the state and county public safety answering points that provide
emergency services for our community.

The SFC and the HCFD urge your committee’s support on the passage of S.B. 2909,

Should you have any questions, please contact SFC Administrator Socrates Bratakos
at 723-7151 or sbratakos@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

e

DARREN J. ROSARIO
Member

Huwai'i County is an Equal Qpportunity Provider and Employer.
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Representative Henry J. C. Aquino, Chair

House Committee On Public Safety And Military Affairs
Chair and Members

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street, Room 309

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Re: Senate Bill 2909, Relating to Enhanced 911 Services

Dear Representative Aquino and Members:

The Hawai'i Police Department supports the passage of Senate Bill 2909, Relating to Enhanced
911 Services, seeking to establish that a public safety agency is a functional division of the State
or a county that provides or has authority to provide, or a private entity contracted by a state or
county agency that provides, firefighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical, or other
emergency services.

We are in agreement with the State of Hawai‘i Enhanced 911 Board that the definition for
“Public safety agency” in Chapter 138, currently described as a functional governmental entity,
is too broad of a definition and therefore needs to be amended for clarity. As written, a
governmental entity may open the door for other federally funded agencies to seek
disbursements from the E911 Fund minimizing the funds resources for state and county entities.

For the reasons above, we strongly ﬁrge this committee to approve Senate Bill 2909, Relating to
Enhanced 911 Services.

Thank you for allowing the Hawai'i Police Department to testify on this bill.

Sincerely,

*&@({Q -
POLICE CHIEF

“Hawai'i County is an Equzl Opportunity Provider and Employer™
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March 20, 2012

The Honorable Henry Aquino, Chair
Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 419

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Aquino:
Subject: S.B. 2909 Relating to Enhanced 911 Services

| am Robert F. Westerman, Fire Chief of the Kauai Fire Department (KFD) and a
member of the State Fire Council (SFC). The KFD and the SFC support S.B. 2909,
which amends the definition of public safety agency.

This bill proposes to define public safety agency as a functional division of the state or
county that has authority to provide fire fighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical,
or other emergency services. This clarification allows us to focus our funding and
resources on the state and county public safety answering points that provide
emergency services for our community.

The KFD and the SFC urge your committee’s support on the passage of S.B. 2909.

Please call me at (808) 241-4980 should you have any questions regarding this
matter.

Sincerely,

Rtk O edlgrmarina

Robert Westerman
Fire Chief, County of Kaua'i

RFW/eld
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March 18, 2012

The Honorable Henry Aquino, Chair
Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs
House of Represantatives

State Capitol, Room 419

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Aquino:

Subject: S.B. 2909 Relating to Enhanced 911 Services

| am Jeffrey A. Murray, Fire Chief of the County of Maui, Department of Fire & Public
Safety (MFD} and a member of the State Fire Council (SFC). The MFD and the SFC
support 5.B. 2908, which amends the definition of public safety agency.

This bill proposes to define public safety agency as a functional division of the siate or
county that has authority to provide fire fighting, law enforcement, ambulance, medical,
or other emergency services. This clarification allows us to focus our funding and
resources on the state and county public safety answering points that provide
emergency services for our community.

The MFD and the SFC urge your committee’s support on the passage of S.B. 2909.

Should you have any questions, please contact SFC Administrator Socrates Bratakos at
728-7151 or sbratakos @ honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

224,

Fire Chief




