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1 Department’s Position: The Department of Health strongly supports SB. 2821, H.D. 2

2 Fiscal Implications: None.

3 Purpose and Justification: S.B. 2821, H.D. 2 will amend Chapter 321, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and

4 provide the Department of Health, Developmental Disabilities Division statutory authority to conduct

5 multidisciplinary and multiagency review of the deaths of persons with developmental or intellectual

6 disabilities, and allow the Director of Health to obtain clinical and other information surrounding the

7 deaths of individuals served by the Developmental Disabilities Division. The ability of the Department

8 Health, Developmental Disabilities Division to conduct and obtain information necessary to conduct a

9 comprehensive death review will help assure the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and the

10 public that any wrongful deaths of individuals are investigated and remediation implemented to address

11 service issues that may have contributed to any of these deaths. The Government Accountability Office

12 has recommended to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services that they encourage states to

13 conduct mortality reviews of persons with developmental or intellectual disabilities to help states

~4 identi~’ and address quality of care concerns among these individuals who are receiving Home and

15 Community Based Services Medicaid Waiver program.



i Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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