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To: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 
and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

 
Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Place: Conference Room 211, State Capitol 
 
From: Frederick D. Pablo, Director 
 Department of Taxation 
 

Re:  S.B. No. 2819 Relating to Sales of Electronic Cigarettes 
 

The Department of Taxation (Department) supports S.B. 2819.  
 
S.B. 2819 adds sales of electronic cigarettes to the definition of "tobacco products" under HRS § 
245-1. This has the effect of  taxing sales of electronic cigarettes the same as sales of other 
tobacco products such as smokeless tobacco or pipe tobacco, which are taxed at 70% of the 
wholesale price. 
 
This measure would ensure that electronic cigarettes, a nicotine-containing product, are treated 
the same as tobacco products for tobacco tax purposes.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  
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File: 

 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

 

SB 2819, RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES  

 

Testimony of Loretta J. Fuddy, A.C.S.W., M.P.H. 

Director of Health 

February 8, 2012 

9:00AM, Room 211 

 

Department’s Position: The Department of Health (DOH) strongly supports this measure. 1 

Fiscal Implications: None to DOH. The DOH Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division (ADAD) would be 2 

responsible for including e-cigarettes to minors in their monitoring and enforcement contract with the 3 

Honolulu Police Department at no additional cost.  A small but undetermined amount of new revenue 4 

from the proposed tax is anticipated to the general fund. 5 

Purpose and Justification: This measure proposes to define electronic or e-cigarettes,  classify them as 6 

an Other Tobacco Product, including e-cigarettes under section 709-908, HRS as an item that is  7 

prohibited to be sold to minors, and include e-cigarettes under section 245, HRS, to be taxed as an Other 8 

Tobacco Product. 9 

 Each year approximately 3,000 Hawaii youth begin experimenting with cigarettes and other 10 

tobacco products. E-cigarette manufacturers specifically target youth by marketing in flavors that appeal 11 

to kids (bubblegum, chocolate, mint). Unrestricted marketing makes them available for easy purchase at 12 

mall kiosks, where youth congregate, and on the internet. The use of e-cigarettes in public places can 13 

also confuse and complicate the enforcement of Hawaii’s smoke-free workplace and public places.  14 
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 There is very little known about the long term health effects of the use of ecigarettes or the 1 

vapors given off. Recent studies have shown that within one liquid nicotine cartridge there is enough 2 

nicotine to cause serious illness or even death. A primary ingredient of e-cigarettes is propylene glycol, a 3 

propellant, which has been linked to acute respiratory system irritation. E-cigarettes also contain known 4 

carcinogens, such as nitrosamine, ethanol and glycerin.   5 

 There is no current federal regulation relating to the content or production of the e-cigarette or its 6 

cartridges. The Food and Drug Administration has, since April 25, 2011, regulated e-cigarettes as 7 

tobacco products and not as smoking cessation devices as these manufacturers previously claimed. The 8 

FDA has expressed concern regarding the lack of scientific evidence and clinical studies on potential 9 

health risks posed by e-cigarettes, especially since they are marketed without health warnings or legal 10 

age restrictions.  11 

 E-cigarettes have been banned in parks and public places in various states (Minnesota, New 12 

Hampshire, New Jersey, and Utah) and locales (Suffolk County, New York, and Hannover, Germany) 13 

due to the deleterious effects of nicotine and disputes to the claim that e-cigarettes can help smokers 14 

quit. Banning the use of e-cigarettes has also been incorporated into smoke-free workplace policies 15 

(UCSF Medical Center).  The US Department of Transportation has recently proposed the ban of e-16 

cigarettes on commercial aircraft.  The United States Air Force and Marine Corps have drafted policies 17 

regulating the use of e-cigarettes as tobacco products.  18 

  The legislation would recognize that e-cigarettes are yet another form of nicotine delivery that 19 

can lead to use of other tobacco products in youth. The department feels strongly that regulating the sale 20 

of e-cigarettes is a realistic action to prevent their sale to minors and to reduce their deleterious effects 21 

on the health and safety of Hawaii youth.  DOH defers to the Department of Taxation on those matters 22 

relating to taxation and projected revenue generation from this bill. 23 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 24 
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OUR REFERENCE KH-JNB 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 
and Members 

Committee on Ways and Means 
The Senate 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chair Ige and Members: 

February 8,2012 

LOU I S M KEALOHA 
CHI E F 

DAVE M KAJIHIRD 

MARIE A McCAULEY 

DEPUTY CHIEFS 

Subject: Senate Bill No. 2819, Relating to Sales of Electronic Cigarettes 

I am Kent Harada, Acting Major of the Community Affairs Division of the Honolulu 
Police Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu. 

The HPD supports Senate Bill No. 2819. This bill would place electronic 
cigarettes with other tobacco products as items prohibited to be sold to a minor and 
amends the definition of "tobacco products" for the purpose of taxation. 

The health and welfare of our youths are of utmost concern to the HPD. We will 
continue to promote a healthy lifestyle by conducting compliance checks on tobacco to 
minors in the community and educating our youths about the harmful effects of tobacco. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

APPROVED: 

I <> .. ; "M ·GJ20 
LOUIS M. KEALOHA 
Chief of Police 

Sincerely, 

K~DA' Acting Major 
Community Affairs Division 

Sm1ing and Prot("(ti,t~ With Aloha 



S.Il.2819 

TESTIMOTI OF CORY:\:. St>.'UTH 

PRL'SlIJLNT,OVv'NFH 

VOl.CANO fTNf-: ET.ECTRONlC CIGARETTE::" 

BEFORE THE 

COr-.1M I r I 1-;1-. ON W A. YS A1\1) 1vff.~A.NS 

I am President and Owner of Volcano fine Electronic Cigarettes (hereafter 
"Volcano"). Volcano is a locally owned and OpGfllllCd I-J~clronic Cigan~lll: llnd 

Accossories retailer/supplier \,jli, 5 CUITClll rdaillocations and one 
warehouse/shipping C(~nlGr in T-[onoiuiLI. \\re ha\'e been in business for nearly 
live.: yearN lllld currently employ over 40 full-time employees locally_ 

SB 2R19, as presently proposed, would do 1\"-0 things: (I) 'iLlbjlX[ clc;<:lronic 
l'ig<lrettes (hereatter "e-cigarettes") to the tobacco tax; ami (2) hUll the ~alc 0 r c
cig,lrettes to minors. 

Volcano agrees 1htil c-ciglln'lk~ ShOLlid not he sold to minors. [Will the 
beginning of OIlT operalion here locally, we have stuck to a stringcnt policy of 
rcquc~ti_ng ilil:nli Jicalion li'om any customer under the llge of 30, a, il i~ nOL OLIT 
inlemto ~ell e-cigarettes to minors. 

Volcano opposes Part 1 of tl-u; Hi II. V\.'hich IVOllld subject c-cigarcttes to the 
70% tobacco tax. Volcano n;~rlCdrltlly asks the Committee not 10 put li)rlh Ibis 
part of tile bill Cor Senate arprov~1. 

As ~L~ted in the bill's "Justification ShlOcl," "tmditional cigarettes are linked 
to OWl' L1 00 premaUlf<: and a\ oidablc deaths in Hawaii alUnwl1y (430,000 
nationally)." While this i~ l1 sound jU~li iicalion for the tobacGo tLX, it has no 
application whatsocvGI" to lC-Gigarettes. 

An c-cigarelle i~ a device used to vaporize liquid lhat conlaim \'C\Tying 



Icvds oflllcotine. At Volcano, we ~ellliljLlid in four dosagcs: (l) 24 mg 01" 
nicotin.:; (2) 16 mg of nicotine; (3) R mg of nicotine: and (4) (l mg of nicotine, i _.:_ 
-- nOllicoline at aiL E-cigarcttes contain no tobacco and pmdlKc no smoke. Tile 
lack of c()mhu~li()n n~~ull~ in rcduccd or eliminated carcinogen." /'~ro fll'st
hand/second-hand/lhird-hllnd ~lHokc. zcro tar, and greatly reduced ham] to the 
user. Unlike traditional whaceo cigardtc~ which contain thousallds of ch~ll)jcals 
and carcinogens, the yaporizing fluid u~ed with an l:-cigm"~tlc only contaill~ 4 
ingrcdil:nts: .\"icotinc (optional), fbvoring (optioll>ll). CSl' Gnuk Propylene 
Glycoi[-tlld USP Gradc Glyc.:rol. Propylene Glycol and Glycerol an~ <;LlhstallccS 
that aTe cDntained in th()u~and~ or COD~umcr products induding nicotille and 
asthma inllalers and are recognL-:ed hy Lhe FDA ao !,cncrally safc tor consumption 

\Vc recognize that c-cigarette research is in its early stages. \Jom;thckss, 
I hl: rc~earcll thus lar is vcry promising. Researchers have concluded that: (J) -·c
cigardtl: Ll~l:r.~ lln~ nol cxposed to th.: thouslmds oftoxic agents formeu whl:n 
tobucco i~ burned,'" (2 J "ckclmnic cigarclliCs , . , arc undoubtedly safer tJlcLD 

tobacco cigarelks;"J (3) "electronic cigardte~ ~hov, trcmendous promise in tb~ 
tight against tobacco-related morhidity [md mortality; "j (4) preliminary "findings 
suggest potential to help people stop smoking in thl: ,lUll(; v.,'ay (io a nicotine 
inhalator;,,4 and (5) "the e-Cigarette can help smokers to remain ah~tin~nl or 
reduce their cigarette consllmptionl, and b Jy replacing tohacco cigare\k" thc e-

'Rodu: "TI1e scientific fCHlncbtion for tobacco harm reductiull, 2006-20 I I " 
Harm Reduction Journal 2011 8:19, p.18, attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

'/acbaTY Calm (C()lTe~r011dil1g author) and BostonlTnhersity. School of 
f'llhlic Health, Department of Community Health Sciences Professor Michacl 
Siegel. l'vfD: "Electronic cigarettes as a harm reduction strategy for tobacco 
control: A step torward or a rcpcat of past mistakcs?" 20 J 0 Macmillan Publishers 
Ltd. 0197-5897 Jourmll or Public I kallh Policy 1-16. p_ll, attached berclo as 
",.L-.' b· " .i',"'Ull ! t "-<. 

'[hid, p.l, Abstract. 

'c Bulkn, II McRohhie, S Thom ky, d al.: "E ITl:cl Dr an ekdronic nicotinc 
delivery device (c cigaTdk) 011 u~~ire to smoke and withuYa\\·al, user pre reT~nccs 
and nicotine delivery: randomised cross-over trial" Tobacco Control 2010: 19:9X-
103; doi 1O.1136itc.2009.031567, p. I 02, attached hereto as Exlllbit 3. 
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cigarette can only saye I ives.·'< 

"I he tohacco tax is aimed at dekrrillg tohacco usc and generating revenue to 
pay ti)r health carc eo~ts associated \vith tobacco related Imrms. Since the re~c:lrch 
tllllS tar indicates that e-ciganottes show promise as a means to deter tobacco llSC 
and thereby reduce the cost of whacco related harms, it makes no ~cnse to sllbjeCL 
e-cigarettes to the tobacco tax. 

Moreover .. ~ubieL"\ing e-cigarettes to the tobacco ta'. YI,'ou]d be unlikely to 
increase wx revenues, Rather, if e-cigarettes are sllbject to the tohacco tax. State 
of Haw ali e-eigarette sales COLlld be cxpex:ted to drop dramatically, F-cigllrettcs 
arc readily available oyer tile internet. Tt would be far lcss expensive to pllTChase 
I:-cigaretles o\er the internet from a retuiler in aJloLher stale or eountr:v which i~ 
not ~uhil:d to the tobacco tax. rather than to buy them in-Slate and pay tJle tobacco 
lax. Thi~ i\ parLindarly lrue becatlse the bill as prese11tiy PTopo'ied would not Dnly 
subject the liqLlid C(l)llaining lllcotine to the tohacco tax. but e\'eT} other 
c0l11p0l1e11t and accc~sOTy of the e-eigarette as well, including batlL"ric~, bllttons, 
metal tirs. charging components, pltlstic bottles, etc. The bill as cU1Tellily 
proposed would e\"en subiectthl: liquid cOlltaining no nicotine at all, as \Veil "I~ all 
components of the e-cigarette used to VllPOTi/,c the nOll-nicotine liqllid, to the 
tobacco til>;:. This is perhaps the most dramatic illlbtmtion oftlw disconnect 
between e-cig"relles Imd the tobacco tax. The general cost of a fully CUllclioning 
electronic cigarette kit i~ Llpwarus of$70.00. Levying a 70'% tax on all oCthl:~e 
items would Yirtually guara11ke that purcha~erH \,ill go oat of <;tate, or. worse )et, 
reUlm to tobacco cigarettes. Thus, rather than generating im:rea~l:d rcvenues, the 
e-eigan:tte tobacco tax would undoubtedly haye nn adverse economic imp:Kl on 
rhe '-:tt1le. a.ud <.:ould have tHI advcrse impact on public health as well. 

SillCC the propo~cd tax would undoubtedly <.:mltljl e-eigarette sales in 
Hawaii. it would aho put Volcmlo OLlt orbu,~inc% in 11'1\vaii. This would have all 
ad\"erse impact on Hawai i's economy' in a number or way~. I ,a~t y<.:ar. Volcano 
generated approximately $782.300 in re\"enues Irom Hawaii basL'd c-<.:igilrettc 
sales. on which it paid taxes. Volcano cmrently employs, wittlhold~ and pil)'S ove1' 

-'Pol usa el a I.: "t-. ffeel 0 f an e Icc tron i e nicotille de livery device (e-Cigarette) 
011 smoking reductioll and cessation: a prospective (-i-month pilot 'Iudy." BMC 
Pllblic Health 201 I II :786, p.11, attached hereto as Exhibit 4. 
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L.1XeS, and provides medical benefits, rOT 40 rulitime local cmpJo)'cI:S, all ot,>vhol11 
,VOllld lose their jobs. Last year, Volcano's shipping costs paid to lunli kdcral 
Exprcss and LIPS oftlccs totaled approximately S512,126; advertising expL'n~c~ 
paid 10 IOGallllTTl~ totalcd (l.pproximIHd) ~103,iWO; and rent patd for its six 
locations totaled approximately S 136,R::'O. rhereI'me, a tax ""hich would pllt 
Volcano out ofbuslness in Hawaii would have an adyerse impact ()n 11ll\\'liii's 
cconomy. 

In ,elm, V()lcano urgc~ til.: CommiltclC to pull Part 1limll SD 2819 before 
introducing the bilito the ~enatc. Sllbjccling c-cigarL'llc~ lO 11K lobacco tax WOllid 
tla\;e all adYerse economic impact on the Stale of Hawaii. \1orco\"cr, there is no 
justitication for subjecting e-cigarettes to the tobacco tax. To tlie contr(l.ry. cuucnt 
research suggests that the justifications for the tobacco tax, i.e. - dderrillg tObl1C!;O 
use and generating revcnucs to pay for health care costs associated witll tobac~o 
rdated harms, ""ould be uudcnuilled by imposing [J}C tobacco tax: on e-cigarettes. 

'I hank YOlI I'or your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Cory N. Smith 
President, Owner 
Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes 
HOllOhllll, Havv'aii 
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~oou HOC'" '''0"'''00 )0,'",,0,' lOll, 8 -, 
'ttp:I,'w ... ·• h'wreduITjo"J'''m""nl~l,oo''n''b Ii' 9 HARM REDUcnON 

JOURNAL 

The scientific foundation for tobacco harm 
reduction, 2006-2011 

c-~ 

Abstract 
-------~, 

~:".'"' Ii," p,'" r ,'r )'~o-" ,;",,, '1," bee_' '>1,"'1 ,CI ,1'0 ",'OJr5 00 oJ! !C,er:st 11- :o:ac": hanr ',o:;'Jell,',) II HR:, ,· .. ill' 
ccrc,cmlton -~uccs" 10 the ,Jeme' ~f r;,Jbll"'e-. ,Il.:'~' i ~ ",,'pc " ,/ Ii , Inol' "uip, i. :,_, rn,c\'! "'lC ai", ~"e 

n'" cnild ,_" llllb'J:CI, _" -_1" ,ecpt-'f[ :I'd ",dc, Ilt~I"tJre le'o:l1; r" I 0, ,WI: -" '!gV' WJ', :",1 C(""-',-"I" 
T,. ',Til rul ,Tp deb,-~ ~1"rr'cl"", ";, d ' -,If' c, Ii, _ ,1,1:''''-' erd o,lb5CG'.',,-,t :-",t: alJIJ"cs caf,n tl- at 'II ,--,kel~" 
wbocc'c ':,1' lSC S ""Oclat20 \'lltl' n'lnlm:1 '-s« f.y "repr ,,,':1 ("r '"y.",,-ol,<1 ,,_ ')I.'Il; d '11L'lIlnCrOoscd '-sk for 

-0'"-- '.-I'Il(.1 h' ,," IL d, ,d :'-OJ,'" I~rr : ",'od:, dc-celn" tl'''T S I IJ'~ " 1~: ,,,"ceme'" '"v,, h il~')-(III 
gaiTI.) ",k;--lel rl"':"l:j~', en"; ,I II' ;ni, - 1~"" [[','I' 'I, <Ii ,,'.',-"_', /',111-",1'11, 0"1)' '0 -, ~f l'coll1e ,hcu:d bf' "":,,1 "c:' 
dJ'll"] ~ '_"'J.' ley ."10 1I91-C5': IS:<> b the de.'ehp-r,g ~'b', ;"~ "",,,-p,, ,,,'111- ',,,,h),;, II \ ,'WI n·'.-r:d 'ht 51 
L," i",' -H' 0 k~:' I", 10' I[ "C ,lullnin" ,-,,-,', 0' ,rrol"r9 ".-,d cf sl .... ,ohg reloted d"e2Se; II' ,'.-,-p, c,' 01 J 
'"cr,,-'oy I-,'r Oll-er "OJI'trles, Cle ~ctenllal :O"T",I.,lIcr h .. "llf, i""",,r \ "," ',- ,if,: '0' ,,',.-In l'kHl ,1-[ ~~T'-,II" IIsk' 
In u',.'-v) ,Ilde', J,IJ ,""IS:f [I;crette, ,n,J S- are les; Ilk~,)' Th''', ~d,,,,,."p "ro',e'- '() i: i"",."' ,o'nl_'cto 
1:01,;":",, "h',TI ,e',,_ .. , '.1. ,n~)' cr," il ike-I), \0 1,[ srrok "'Y 11" hcoltl' rd.s fren' duel Jse o"p r;:,;h":ll~ (h''.'''-
th"" :1~'2 fro" e}0:J,,,'2 SI~d:ra_ '_"g'''"I1_ ,,',e, ,,,-,- 1,', "XI;' "'_'" I.') -J, 111-"'\' U,';ecln:s, OJrcII-""gens ,oed 
,ii'lil ,'" 11 r, _", I,"",,', .'),;"cr.i 'Nhc" .0bClD IS :,urr'e-c AllI-'OU?l ,hmelY _'lLJ.e-p, h;"JP ",eT~,;d ,,,ce' 
((,",-~n'--,'I1', .,r"O II" '" 11 0''',1[ 0 11 I;"" :,rr d p"JCICf"l o,el ,de to m~r~';em:lG ,- o""ty ec, ,11,,1 c' d 
~""li,aul,,-g tl"" '" e I:'el, ',Viti' I-L~A '";' __ ' '''''' ,", '" d' () ;"';' ," I [ll "-" '1 ,"'~ ',v d'~.,-[e f"cm "-"cal:',, 
,'),,1 ,'-, (J""" I,"', d,-,I".," 'I )' _l1k" J,',c" ('I rrcotn? c~rrpJre.j \"iCl con"ere-onal c gaw7P'" h),,''.'~''H, ',loJ "cll': 
'-,se e,,: ;,t~s 'Le,"_ ,f.JIl" - Ie (lj<lel1 .. i" )dr.ll(] ,iI.' ""wd ,~c" ('I ,_i,:,"".Lc 5",0'iro, ',"'1-, cI' r:-roeJ(~s ;Ur",'''', 
" ,,,,in,, __ r'" 'Nllk, d'f"" thot is I-ot entll2~.' zteJJcble m nl(,,:ir,e n,oll'"p)'_ 1-" Ii' .-~" d '""1.,,.-,,", I",.rrg 

h- pol~IlI'dl (,' ~,', c cr',- ,,[ 111,_' "-'W'.1 "lib c h:oth brcak,,,ou,lhs In I-L-'"Ol ~.s,oo,' 'J)' f',,',Jc.r""'I,' )' 
cl"n,; ng 71e beca't~: a ;llll',~ ":;;''',011,,_,, ''' __ I d,'"I",- II'" ", 11,,,,-" 

I. Introduction 
In 20De the American C()~L1d, OLl ScieLl('e ,"d He"lth 
(,\CSHJ I)CCa"'C the' r;"l-'\me.:can ,uenUlc Ol'ganiza 
tion to tmmallv endor_,,, tobo"o h,rm rC'<jLl(tJo'\ ','J'HJ(!_ 
",luch in,ulve> (he ;Ub'(l[dion ot far ,oj", SOUl ce, ot 
Ilicotme by th~_<e ,moler< who "'" [malA ur un"illir'1! 
[0 "ehle,·. niC'otine/toboccG ah,tinenco_ ACSH', I'G<t:on 

"a' ba,eel on a cumprehemi>'e re;-ie" of the exi,tLng 
"i.nMhc and medic,1 Ilt~"tllJ'C, which dot'lUllc),lullbl 
~a) <pidemiologie _,tudLe, ,howed 6at '1110](,>10;; tnl'''H<I 
;S 1'1 u.c' """"' alle"'l 98% ,,ser LJ::an ,mokmg, (bj no of 
ST '1l101l~ m~n '" Sw~dcn W"'" ""'-IN faclur ill ;-er)' 

I _ , '_0 -<'.'m "oj" II,,, ,0_""" 'he '1',' c- ,,,,,,,- " ",'m ,,'" 
,"1,,-,', -CO' -I't,,,,~ -,"_e,,", f ... II,1" J, ,,'" ,_ ",~.I, ,. ___ ") "'-,,, 
m "_"II" ,j',' 

luw pre,.uence of ,nwklllg, (c) ST me i, not, g.rewa)' 
t,) <n1okil1g, :d) '\n1"li"~J: ,mole., are mi'infocmed 
,bout tho ,cientilk "nd med,c,1 h.l,iS for lHP-. [ii, 

,'vnoiLg ,b'e\upeJ cU1mlr,,,, [he t,;,S_ ('unontl)' pro
vide> the b,·" "coss to ~ w;dt, "mely of "moke-fr~e 
product"~ mdnling trad,t,onol _'mok<l~" tobow" SwOtl
lS1> Sm", ,li"l)h~ble lu~ac"u f>hch, ,tr:p" o,-b, ,nd 1'01-
let_,}_ C_C1ro1Ntc,_ ,nd "ho\rlna,-n"ical ,LieUllne (gUlll, 

lu£enge" palche" na,ol 'pro),} \\on)' orh~r "",,,,'w> 
1';'ohi\;Jl "lmu>l ,Jl ul lhcr;~ "l.ich ,ad!,- enhanCe< th 
c~minl:Od dom;o,ncc ~t (lgo\,,'llC' lJevdupment and 
malhlmg o[ alternah;-, ,mo", h-e~ nicotine MI'Yl'!;
'y,;-oms will he ",(olund b,' recenl aC4ui;;tion5 h,· 
moim tob,cC'o nonul8cn;rcr_,_ Tn :mm i<l',';\ulcb Ameri
can Inc pllIch",ed Nlcollovum, a ~wedi,h C(''''P~Il)' 
nN'ciol',ng 110wl 'lI,NiJ\G pLod",,!> In 201, BrltU"_ 

(J moMiM! Certlral 
, ... ", j, I I",' "I ,,' " J '_" _ " .- 0",; ,'-;c,,, ,,0 ,," ",,,,,,," "j" ,,~ '"",,' ,'t ,. ( "'; ,,", '''''' 
,',r' ," _, _, , _" V,, -", .' ",.- '''"' '" '''' '" t)' '" ","d, f"'TI" ,"''',n~' "''' "''',,,, t" ·",1 'c,l" l: ... " '" 

-"Jc',' ,;""_""", "-"",,,01_--0>< 



Hod, ,'<G'" ~<du",v" xwrnd 2'Jl-, '_jL 
ottp !'\'Aw"h,,,mc'duct'Ol'J0UW,,, com!,ontont'<Ji1' , 

Am~ri"'n 'roh~ccn c,""bll,hrd 'JlC~VC"tll,'es ),j,,,J1Cd, 
which "lli dewlop <ti1d commercialize innovative mea 
Ii'!" I)[O(\uC;;. ""d Philip I,lull;' 11l(crllalional pmdmed 
gloh,1 potent ri~ht, w a nlc~ti"o_ront"illL"" ,emsol 
de,elupeu ~~ menli;L, al Dul(e Univer>rly. 

0;-0,' tile' P"" tlvo yea]'s t],cre h,\& ],Ol'" t.,vunmlial 
e~pamion of inte,-e" in TllR from m~dic,1 ,nd p~~lic 
heallh pwfc,,;un"b, wllh a concurrulanl merea,e m the 
number of pLltl"l1Nl ,mdi~\ llw I"" pUSt of ,bl> J))"-lW

>crcp' i, lo revi"" onu amI)"" influenti,1 contn~ution' 
CO lhe s~;e"lilic and me{tcallilcrdlure rdating tu 1'1 m, 
and tD di,cu,< i«-lO' thar mnnmH' t~ '''mu''\e' deb"tc_ 

rhe m"jor;'~' uf ,ld;e, publi>hed "nce 2006 how 
Ic,,,,,;ed Ull $')' usc $cene'"!l ,e\;~\\', bUlhprmllir)' epI
dem;olo~k ,It.d,« and meto ,naly" ,-hot pro'-Ld,' 
[uIlher eYJ<lcIlce lha! the heallh ri>1<; from ST u,e are 
much Im",r thon rho,,", limn 'mol~"g o",j Me O''''«'mclj-" 
;mal! in ab,olute tenm. 1., contra,t to th~,e lart<, S", 
110;0 III ,\c';,crik, huw mismforrm'{l America,", <ue abuul 
the r~lotL\,~ heolth ri,,," from <mol;in~ a< comp",,'d ,,",h 
ST me, ~eetlO"- IV re,ie,,, ne" p()pubtion-Ievel evi 

de'I)' e' fwm $v>'e,1o'", ~,O!,,") ~Jl,llho l rd,·t! Slale> >ug
ge-<tmg thot ST i, an effecdve ,ub"ituto for ciFOfotte" 
aIld dbo Ji,,'~»e, e,id~nce [wm dumallnab_ Seci.on 
\' ro,;",,'_, o;tudi~, from SWeMIl ",d the HS_ o1oc",nc"t
ing tbt ST me i, not d gateway to <mokinH, LllO<t nota 
bl)' amu;tg a<lubeC'll:', :;"liun \'! ,h'Cll»e, dual ne of 
ST and Clgal~tt~<_ Sertinn \'11 r",;"",'< <cient:tk stLlrli~s 
of e-cig~"lle'-n;culine-delivery de"lce, ,bt hove 
becum, popu.hu (k,pJtc [""" III Inarl) )llrJ>(hdwn;, The 
growing global di,cm,ion of THR "di,cll<,<od In S,y
lwn \,1I1, 

ST " ~,ed in 11101", cnnntl'lc, ,,"0,,))01 The ",'odd, 
including India and uther> in South -"-,,, :21- Coml'ored 
with m<)JlL)fuct''''ing proctJc<'s i" Sweden and (he I,;,~" 

there i, I,ttle control over fermontation ,"d (,llrlng ill 
lhe>e reg:um, "hlch ma" ,e,~lt ~L1 elevo,ec le'-el., of 
t~h,,"c~ __ <p~cit:c "'t10<>111;"es \'J'S~:\'! all<l ulher 
unwonted ,ontommant_' 12- In ,ddLtLon, ,T" oftl'l1 
t, 'm bcned WI\h bdel !c"f ! PiVer belle I, ,liced <u:ec~ lll;t 
IAre,," o"ochol ondlM l)owdcrro1 '~"inln" .. \)I;lnC' :Jj, 
which enhame the lOXlClty"< we[1 "' ti'_, l'_wchotrol'k 
effrct of tob"w '- 1)1('se «,(fcrellc,,> abu .~"u( in It:gher 
morbidi"" and momiLty amon~ ST u,e" In Soutl' '\s;"_ 
Tb, manu."'n~t !(lCu;e> exciu,iveiv on ST u,e in \-.;rc, 
tern ,or;et;e, like' Sw~dr" "n(! tl". U,S, 

11. Smokeless Tobac~o US" 15 Associated With 
Minimal Health Ri.k. 
A. Cancer 
1n 2007, the Inlernatwnal _"-genc-,y for Re,earch on Ca~ 

",'J I",bllshed qo"ug'~l'i, ~g [2!_ which conuined the 
finding_, from on IARC working groq ~"'hh,hed in 
lGU1, The cQr.umllee found ,hot ther< w" ,uft:cient 

",i'\cFlu; lilal ~1 L<S01> carc;nogen:c to h~m""-', "i,h 
,ulticient e->;dence that "ST C,)Ll'O' C>"CC,'S "f lhe oral 
ca'il~' and p,mcr€a>" 

It " ''''Iwrt,'''l (n 'U)(;"I>\"lld the magnilude ()f th~ 
ri,k, coditied by \[onograpr. fs9_ L'ntortlln"'clj, ,\lthoLogh 
llle documcnl conlained deLall"d d""_Tipdon, d ,,,me 
ep:demiolof'k ,t"d'Of rcley""t tn C"rL(,~r among :iT 
u"e", the monogroph did not p,e,ont 'ny ",mm"]'f mk 
">(Hn"le>, lmlead_ ,ome mdillduaL trom the worhng 
Fmul', led hy T.ARC ~l'id,'miolor;I" bolo Hoffell", pt:b
l"bed, mela-a!BI~,," ill 2008 concludmg that S I "", 
,,'" ,,,"ouakd "'J<h dU"leci r;;b lor coneer., of tho oral 
cavity melotive mk, RR L'L o,oph"p" [RR = 1.6) 
and pamre"" ',16), all 01 "hich were ,totistie"II], <ig")~_ 
,",nt ',j] (T'blc 1)_ 

hen thou;h th~'e uk, ore low Ln """I'",i,ou wilh 
,,,,,,kiIJg,,' )om mc!"-dJLal"" pubh,h"d bv Peter Lee 
ond jon H>ml,ng d1d not c""nrm the", [{, illiaci, af'er 
o~~l'Opriot" oGju"ment lor cOllfound:ng berN;, \h" 
i ,['C_ J-I, "'ling "",Ir':' fu,,,,d llL"l S 1 ll,e wa, "",,,elated 
only with l'l'O,t"~ C8ncor ,:T"hle, 1 ""d 'i) Lee ,mu 
llaa1ling commenled thot "Pro_,tote caH~r ,< ;lol 

Table 1 Summ.ry Rel.live Risks 195% Confidence 
Inte,,,,,I) fur Smokeless Tobacco Use and Canoer From 
Two Meta-Analyses 
(,nee, BofF01ld L« H,m!;"" 
i, _ "offol'.- L .. "'mHng e,';m"e'i .t ,l, _______ _ 
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foc" ,'i"('" ~d"""Jo" jO(l',,"' 1Co' 1, a -9 
"np i,y."!>".·, ,h' 'nHoC u "'~"Jo" ,.>Ifo-",'" "",et/R;1 " 9 

Table 2 Smoktng-Adjusted Summary Relative Risks IRRI 
for Smokeless Tobacco Us~ and Oth~, Canc~rs 

Slto (""mloN of <1"dlo,! 

'1,. ["~E-:'!' '5, 

I _" .. , ' 'i' 
p, ,,::te ,L: 

'hide" ': 

'I<h,'" " 
_" TIe 101 -" '.3) 

'"'''- - ,-,,', 
2',T- ." 

J', ,'-,6) - -

1'5(,,,_·':_':0.' 

'_J"~ h4 _ 1.1,: 

comidered ,moking rel,ted [ong~,"1 dt«liom remo,ed]. 
dnd rnur~ lfuunMtio" Oil its Ici"IJOn,lup with S',' is 
n['{'oed h~IMe ,n,' cI~or conciu"on con b~ dra",,", , 
T~ble 1 ,h,,,,, Ll,~ major ,1;Jh'''DC,''S in IJSk ,"SI;]J)"tc' 

hctv.wn the I11c"_anal,~e, 01 llolt~lt, and th'l nl J,e~ 
H,,,,lillg tor coneer, of the oral ,-a;'it), e,ophagm and 

pdner",,>, A Ml"ilcct ,,;bs~qlJc"J\t on.I)SI> pClbl;,hrl hy 
l.oo .nn Homling [SI r"ye"l~d thot the ditterenee< were 
d"e to the fo11o"ing factOl'>; (a) lloffetta et al, dId nol 
u>t' all N,Hl.,hk w]dle" >no tJ1O]\' w'w 110 'pcnne eri_ 
rNia 1m which <tudi~, were Hlcluded ond which were 

"_\.eluded: Lee dn,1 HdIlLlmg u,ed all .,,'Mabie >luwe'_ (b) 
", ,,""~ In,,,,n,o< B~!tet" ct"1 ",cd only the hi~h,'_'1 
risk e<timote<, e'-en th01'gh they were der:.ed Irom 
mlemally ill(U"';SC"nl >ulvo"!,, uf oill)<',. ,'I' exposure 
fir 01 rhe oho_,c outcome 01 inler~_-t 1 eo and Homlin~', 

onah'.,,-' wos conducled \\'lth dear dnJ con.mtent mIen" 
[01 51' Ox~)o"ue "'"t dlSCOS" mltrOlllCS _51_ 

The ditt'r~nc~, betv.-.en ,he Boltetta et al. olld lee 
j la<l1lm" mdd-d.n.ti) 'c; .<te u=ly illu'(r"lcd in lhe "",c 
of paIKI\'''W C',]),01', lor wbch Tlntt<'lta '"I,mlon , <lO_ 
I"ticall" ,igm6cant -,,,mm,,), RR of 1.(" and lee-Ilaml, 
1Il~ r~po,(d " 8<,n,,""'Y RR of 1_07, wi",]' ""a< not 
"~"itk,nt Th~ In_ H,mling re<ult "ot, ,1'0 rep~rted ", 
a mOle Jetailed anal'~I' fur ~ar_CTealic cane<r pubii'hed 
ill ),008 hy 'l'OJ)"clh Wang ,ot aJ. :"1_ 

Both meta-on,ly,,,, m"d ,e"llt, from a 20D5 Non"e

g'~n >cud)' ,7] ~llJ ,,2G07 ov.-edi'h >(LCd; IS: \,Iueh 
repurr,"el risk e,n"".,--, IQf p,n<'l'c"tir oncol' 'mo"~ 011 
'LlU_' meT> and lor a ,~b,el of ,n", user> who "ere 
never ,moler>, 1hc NorwegIan >lud), rcpurled a mk 
-])cre'"e ~mo'\g"Ti SI"" ",,0]'8 (RR _ 1.7_ ('1 _ 1_1 L5) 
brt not for the ,ub,et uf ,nu, ,,-,er> who "ere never 
smoler> (RY = o,~, Cl = 0,2 J 1) n, 'I'he :;wcdl,h 
<nlejr l~pOlted exa('dy the oppo,i",o There v.." ",tuall;
_10 tt,k among all snu, 1""" (RR - O~, CI ~ 0, ~ - I 2). 

bUl the sub,d of SIll!' USC";'S who llNer ,,,,okc,l had "n 
.neroo«'o r"k IRR - 2_0, CI - 1.2 33}-n 

p,~< ) ot )) 

k Lee ?olllled oul jJl d "'""nl re\leW -9j. "for pan
ew"tic ca"ce,', BofuT'" med o"ly 'he inu,'",,"S rOI newl 
_,make" 110m t~e ISwedbhl ,tud), ond 1m th€ whole 
pol'lJ~lioIl from lhe ~l\u",cgi.\nJ slutly, nul mentioning 
11K lack 01 incre"o Inr the wl",lo r~:)LlI"tI"" 10' the 
comtmci.on worker; ,md fur ne,"r smol,e!', for the 

Nnrw"l' who",")r" ""I)MI'"t 10 nnt,-- thai Moffella 
""'_< 0 co outhm ()j' both ,ludie" WhL('h lTIokes hi< ,olec 
11," me of daL fwm lh.em even more perplexing_ 

)1'ol1ic.lly, the RR diff'-l'~nce< 1m p,"cle~tic c.,ncef 
between the Borletta et aI_ and Lee-Ibmling m,hl an, 

I),es h",,, been resul\'eJ m 'dVOJ: of Lee-ll«mhng b;- a 
,hild nlOl,_on,I),,,, puhli'hed in 20;1, "'lej lt 'NO> CfI
a~thored by Bojjethl [10] II reporleJ summ'r{ RR, lor 
",'c, Sl' u"'fS (0_%, CJ _075 1.i7)_l'.,du,I"c ~l 
mo" lO_61, ('1 _, 0.3', I \l4). and ST user< who 'l11okKl 

cigarette, (1.36, Cl ~ 0,9'1 1 %), The author< con

cluded_ "0" .. "C,"J!S on ST ',"" M~ "' bt',,"d ega"""'"!!1 
,,'irr. 8 rec~Lltl;- pubh.,hed meta oL1Oli~i, 01 ,II publ.'hed 
dala on ti,e b,ue, "Imh repurled no e_,ce" li,k uf ~an
erc"ti, c,"cor in C"'~ conDol ,n]oi~<c Ihl_ 

Othe, concern, h,,'e b«n rai,eJ about the "ohdLty 01 

lhe- risk c'(uMlcs f"f P""UO""C ca",',", from bolh lh~ 
Nnr-wegi.ln - ond Swed"h -gl ,rudie<_ Thc 1",,,,o,, "'" 
pubiJ,hed in 2G05 b\' Ho[fetLt el al , and it wos on 
c~tc<,,;"d 1~1I0"-llP ot" col,ort 01 '-",,,,cgiall men 
1"01 uiled in th I %D_, n_ B()jfetto et al. reportcd thot 

eyer u,," of ST had ~n mcr"a,eJ risk lor pancreatic 
c,nCN IRR _ 1.fi7, n _ 1.11_ 2~0;' )--Iov.','w,'_ dc-spitc 
the met thot o!cohol con"un~jjon had been documented 
'-" lhe 'lwngc,\ r;,k f"-ct~1 10<' I,",-,j([e~lic Colleer m llll> 
cohort, WLth ndd< ]',tio< up to ID ~ ll1l, P,ntlen" et al. 
dId nol ad,m! the >IlU> ri,k ",l;males for alcohol me 

InJ_ In add:tion, floffNta ,'mpl"yc"el ,',' lLlL(OlJ"Cllliolld 
cl,,<ilirotion 1m ",,:< expmne ond "n ,,,1<],,,,1 ,dlu,,_ 

ITlenl fur ,muking. d> <lucmlcH!<',1 in a "J",,<;uenlleller 
tf) the eelit'" l111_ 

Th Swedi,<r_ ,tud" wa, pabli'hed ill 20,)/ hy luo ot 

"I and il i, one 0f 1fj.\J))' f~lIo",-ul' 'l~dlc> o[ Sv.-em,h 
c0n<tmcl,on workel' publi<hed by inv""i~"tM' at \ ho 
K"wl;mh lmll(ule l!l ~lu,kholm '81 Luo d ,I. 
.-cpolted tJwl C':tWllt LJSC'-, 01 "H" had au d,',,,led rd. 
inr pOllore,tic ,onoel (RR - 2 I, n - L' ~,6}, but 'hoy 
,,-,d,uleJ 13J_GGG cumu:uclwn wurkers recl'luled durmg 
fle I'cnod 1971 --4 h'Y81'><' 01 -"_"l blc,wti";" ;n <[u">liun
LlOLre ,odin~ 11"1 n,,, ,,,I comid." hie dOllht "hOllt 
lbe cr«11ml)' of ~ 1994 rc~o'l I" lJol",der el ai, which 
<tlnd, ,111l~,1 olone:n Imk.ng ,m:s u,e with (~rdi~vas

cular di.,e05" '11: Th Boli~der cohort llOd ('onto;ned 
onl), worker> eruuH",1 in l'LO ye.!es nuuci_"cl by LUG, 
Th~ llO'lndcl' cohorl 114: hac heon <lrhie,'torl ropeat

edlv tu incitmon and exclusIOn m ten ,tudie< pubil_<hed 
by KdWlimKa In'lllulc lllve,lig.\loI> durin~ lroe period 
lUOS_2011 181; 231 (Table .'1:_ 'The 21)l)- ,,,,ely hy 
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Table 31001"<ion and Exclu<ion oftne Bolindo, Conert in K.",lln,k. In<titU\e Studio, 

y, .. F"st Autllor [Rof] 
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.J:, O"nIOl" -101 
-OC" 
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1,;1 
.,),;1 (,',_'I,"'e -'ei 
:0)1; feTbe:'J .171 

"W H" ,~'" , " ce·" ",,,do;" , 
2l\~ rec9'c; 12;-, 
)('h , 

" , , 1_'11 
" -,j ~,,-,,-, I'.:] 

'" "",d,-,,_ , 
'b _ o,~''''"'' ",,,n"" 
"" R' I,""K 0"' 
C,' = cdo,',,,,,',, 
'C'" = C,eo,,,,,, ,," ,""_ ~n' 
Mr,' = t .. ,,~pl' mfibm, 

MI-- "')o",d", """Mn 
, '''' St"'~"""" s,' "',, ,,,' 
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Boliooer I,,/Out 

" 
" 
.-" I 

',,, 

"" 

Ho,~el" 01 "I. lj ~j, ,,-lllCh fo"nn ,'D rh-.'tl'n ,';sk 01 [;'1.\i 

hart amck among _,nu' ",e1" :Rll - L~B, CI - LD6 
l.SSj_ I> c'l'eu:illr l:uubbome, l=~, ,(m1) D __ ckderllhe 
F:oIII,dr,' ,"hort, ,nd flQirl',kr w,,-," ,n-aurhm', g:vjn~ 
the imp,e"l<ln that ;n 2007 BoiinJer excluded hel own 
whorl IWill 13 ),C"ts ,""-Il:er_ 

HergeL" et ,I. r 18] r~i,ed o~othel <erlOU' ond trou 
bUng 4u,e>tion dbu~l Bul:nrler', ,haraUeriuEon of ,nm 
l!;C l;4j_ P.o]:ndCI' <klinerl "S I "'0,.8" In her 'WG} as 
",,,b,ect, "ho reported only p,e,ent ST me __ .' a clear 
rcprc>enlaliuIl o[ ,"urIml :t>e [H], llu,""va_ill d~,crib
Jng tho rati"nak tor ~"ciLldin" rice Bol,"ner cohn", Hel'
gem et dl "l~led lhat "during the penod 1971-19~> 
cxrusurc mlOlOlJarWll un ;nd[ usc-- "d' l;,nllL'-d lu evcr 
or neve, me __ ' r 18' The de<cripr,om of "mtt u,e in 

th'''" l,"u >luJle, Me COniliUlllg anrl mecund~b!e, and 
the ,,"1,' "t;~ll,1 concil:<io1\" tho, on~ L<' 111lSt'ep1'O __ 
,entation, The c1'edLbihty oj tc.e Lj'()h~,ko Imtih'te ,tu 
die, 1> wnllllgenl en the r~,u1~lion u[ (he>e 
dEcroF,ncie'_ 

B. CMOIOv."ul~r D"eose, 
Thele h,ve bee~ at le,_", ten epidemiologic _",ud.e; evol_ 

lUting the nob [or card:o,<"clllor di>e~,", (pnmarily 
h"arl ottock ~nd 'lwh) among 51 """,,, '1\'0 JiLda
on,ly'''' by Lee in 200~ [24, onj BolI"tto and Stroit in 
2009 [25] have pw' iJe,;_ ,umm~r)' IG(, [wm lhe,e 

SilldJC'_ 

1. Heart attack 
[Jull! >luJi<, [uund lhal Sl' ll>e 1> nul a"u"aleJ "ilt. 
st,n,~coll)' "gmncont ch""r,'n nn, for heOl'r ,crock (kRs 
- 1 12. CI - D 99 LT, ond D_99, 9"~, CI - 0"9, LlO, 
re,p,'cli, eh: [~1 2:;]. I lu,"ever. Bo[[ell" 'mrl Slrol[ [2S] 

Major Finding, {RR) 

,'Ii' ',' <I" ':14~ ,",1 """" 
,1.1" ,,=~ :e'D'i 
1'_ ", •• I" "'''"' I. '1, 
,1,1,,, .,,, ',co,J 

,,"!:c,) -', ",' ,'.',I:l ,;, 

[,opl',yc' c':(':C'J f.o!'--,'c," ",," I"~ ',e 11; 

\"",:11["-,,,1""'''0' r--

II ,n",~,,' ,:tc,·, ,J 'O_,,~ 'C,_"' - 1 F, 

'-,10, ,ee-, ,,-I -",,'r, ". I c'''-, '''-' 

lO1'o,1<'-d all cievalui ljsk fUl [aid! '-- __ I>e; among e,'"r 
~,er' (RR - L{3, CI - 106 L21), ,I'no't '''tH'dy 
deri"erl [wm lh llelgem ,lEd), demibed p"yiou,ly 
lloj "od" W'T laJ'('-" ~"~ly,1S In tILe l,S, wnJlldeJ by 
the Amencan Cancer SocIety OLl it; lir" <ll1d ,~c~nn 
CaIleee I'r~'"rlllOn Sl~,h"> l2&] 

Bottet", ond Strait l20] did nM nl1n a d<J,c-re'~um" 
diee( [u1' SJ me and Llta1 heart "tock. '0 th~ ,Io,,,tod 
I'i'k Imrn thoi .. <NO), 18 somewhat tenlal;'", In addilion, 
,Ithough no ,Ievated ri.sk,s were oh,e,vl'n 111 tJw nl"lorjtr 
uf ,lurlie>, the Cancer Soclelv "tud" r26] tho! "ported 
cIcnt~d r"](s (Ol1l1''''co r;'>:ii. olthc J:\offd!d-S(rai[ ,illd
I",is_ Thh i, rrotewNthy b€caUl' 'm~k<lo" lISO)" "' th18 
>tLl']" dhu had de"dled [i,b [or emphy_,,,,"" (RR - UR. 
C1 '_0:1 LS9) ,nd lung can COl (RR _ /,0, CJ ~ 1.:1:1-
3,2,1) '''0 dl>ea;e, do,dy ",oeLated 'nrh 'l1l0kln~_ 
fl"", "i, Ud)' th" th,' W8S lc"du,d wnIuc;nJing b) 

'lTIokmg in the Cancer Sod,,,)' "ady th"t was 'C;I'0IJS<
L1e fur hearl atl"c.[' ,;.k among ST u,",,_ 
2_ S'roke 
Tho Lee [21] and Bolietta,Straii r2S! mor> "n"lyse; 31'" 
rel'orl~d un the n,l u[ >lruke <,mong ST mel' lee 
lOPOlTOd ,n inm'",,_ in ,rroh ri,k "J\)ong ;mule1e» 
meL' (RR - 1.12, CI - 1.29 LS-j[24)_ Botte-tta and 

Sirnli [25: foulld IW ml ov""al1 (RR - l.l9, CI - r. 9~ 
1 "'.'J, but they 10Hn"n el~vot~d risl; TN f,'ld Cd>'" (IG 
- j 'w. CI - 1.2f - 1 51j, Bo![etta oLld Stroil l1';, did not 

lind a do><'-r('spumc died [ur ~T me and fatal "tcoke, 
'0 thi, mk " allo ,omowhat tontat:vc J h{' Am,"r;caIl 
CanUel' Society ,tud" r261 compri,ed fs9,!{, 01 t"~ flGI
letta-Scr,,,( an,ly,;,_ '"-, t1,e IJkdJwud u[ >moking among 

"nokele,,-< mol" oi<cm,od Ln the 1''''-''-'0''' P'''''-&'~I'!' IS 
e4 __ wJly ;mpuJ:lanl [or the ele\'ated fata1-,troke "" 



"'"'CU 'w.-," H,dud,0'-' hv",a,' "OJ 1,'" r,~" of" 
hup-i'-",,,, "",,, rcdJ",ol),oun,1 ,",r/coo"","8! " 

)ol )0)0, an 0<",1"" booed 0" the _\tbc,,,,cklOSJ, Risk 
m COnllnl:;n,tl"_' ,t~dy reported that, compared with 
Iwnu>er> uf lobacco, ~1 "'or> hJ a ,llghll) dnaleJ 
ioc.ldcne,' 01 c<lrOi,W:l<CLlI,,. diso",;c ewn'.' tl"t ,..-,,' not 
,talwllcall" 'igmfic~nl (Hazard RatLo, lIR - 1.21, (] -
1.0(1 - 1_45) In]. 11Lc HR "," d(yu>\cd for con[ue_nelL'" 
including a!,~, <ex, ,""ce, edu"uon, iLleom~, "!cohnl "", 
ph"ical activ:ty, ,mol,jng, blood pre»ure, dlabde" 
woigh ,\!)<l s,')'ron l'l';d lowl, 

Tll 201,) th~ Ame,-;c.n H"OTt A,_,ociat;oll rel."ea a 
pohc,' ,talemenl un ,'1' me, rhe ,talemenl "a, bd,ed 

on a iil"'",""O \'O"JOW con,j'lCt,'d bi Y,,,no l't ,\1 in:_ 
WhICi'. reported the following fllldlll;' regordmg vOTiom 
wmElLon>: 
Hyp"lt~n"on_ "Tn 'Ui~mary, dahl hom the m'jonty ~I 

,(udie, m tim ,ecliou do .wt "lFpon an mcrea,e III the 

,neld,n" 01 V.-o,-"kl1ro 01 hYl'ortrl1SJon '" S'I' rr"dl:n 
men; " 

.... lyo<-<mLd [nf-r~iloIl: "Ill ,ummary, dala d€roved fwm 
the m'JMit,- nl ;mdic< cOllducted m Sweden, whl~br 
.,nuff/mm" th mOJor ~T product ",ed, have ~'" 
dCllwmlr~l~d "' ,ig1llflCarLl inu"",," mk uf lLC>IL[al:ll or 
fa,,1 ~\L Do"" d~,-;ved !rom p1ed~mlllotell.-\"_S popula
tion> are equivoc.ll" 

Stroke: ")ol ,,]mm'II' rI," Im·n '1 "Llriles 11 tmm tho 
Un.ted St8te, ,nd j lrom Sweden) ,u!llle,t thot ST pro 

Juel u,e ;" a>"oudled wllh d ,hght mcre""e m the r"k 
ot ;;troh' mmt~Jjty'-

Other Cordi()"a,cular RL'" Fachm;: "Alth{mgh the data 
are limIted, mu,l ,1uJil's hd;'" fc'unJ no rdallOmhip 
h.'''-''o,'n ST l:<e ond other hioeh,mk"1 1 i,1e loctOJ' tor 
r,"r~iu,",culd J,,"a,",I" 

1'1"" "nO'" cornprchnSlW n'VI~W, tho Plano ot "I, 
<t~d,- ,howed thot there were no morkedly increo,ed 

n,h .\Lnong Sl' ll>Or> fUI cardlOv'->ULlar dSla>c, ~e'"r
tlwkss, 'ho He", A"nc:,nnn pohc)' ro,in"n nn ST w:n 
dec:dedl,. negallw_ "The Amolican Heart A,;>"ciotion 
doo> 1w1 rcoJmmchd (be <>8e Qf $')' ~s ,IlL ,\l\ctn:\tm' l<' 
ci~arctt,' <mnkm~ OJ 0" 'll10kin~ c~<<atinn pmdl:ct_" 

c. Other Di,,,,,e, 
1. Gastrointestinal Disorders 

:;'1' me 1> me,il:ilil)' dcwmpailleJ b)' >vdlowrng of >alha 
lhal has lJ)"c'd vmh tob-,ceo eyte,\et. rOJs;ng the 1'0;;'01-
lit\' 01 on ""-'OcIatlOn wirn gamolllte,tinal iGIi di,md<r-' _ 
_ "- 2(11U ,l:.lJ) wa, bd,ed un delalleJ Gl "'mpwm, 
ohtAl"ed h)" q"c,""nn,ile d"trib'ltd to :-~ 000 ,dLlI" 
,~ed Jg to 8D yea" in the nlmhem Swed"h citie_, ot 
Kahx and Ilap"""nd" Iebl:ng tu g",~roe,ophoge"l re!lux, 
,j~,'<P"I"" :o~hn~o <" P":" "hove th,' <to",,,h ,,'e,ior
nac-,sea and teeLng uncomfortabl,- r"il after, meal'" irri 
lab,~ bowel '~'!Klwme .mJ olher cunWLium [29]. 

AI",;" 1 00(1 <\ll'y~y 10'pondolH< WOl'O <uhkctcd to 
endosmpic exam, oj th~:l upper GI (net<, ,earchng for 

"Ie"" or the' c',;Oph~(lS, slom,ceh anJ ,mall inle;tine 
ond for eYIdence oj infection hy H"I](oh,,,r,r I-)'Iou, 
Snll> u,cr; (n ~ 90), ,mohr> :n ~ iG5j and dual u,e" 
(n _ H) were ~"'n(":'(rI with nO"-,!>Cr; In ~ 132), 
~nu; mer; reported GI ,,'mptom_s with tho ,om,' n'e_ 

~ucnc)' '" I'on-U'""_ In cunlra,l, ,moh" were nw,e 
lik~lv to r~PQrt dyspep<l" (OR _ 1 6, %% CI _ i I _ -UI, 
aLld Jual me" "ere mm'e hkel,' iO ,-epo,t dl"llep"" (OR 
_ ~,H, CT _ 1.1 _ 7_:lJ "n<1 IfIS (OR ~ 3,J_ Cl ~ 1.3 - 3,2), 

W:th re'pen to the endo,cov)' hno;"gs, 'm" 'lSc'IS 
"ere nu mo,e likd), (han non-u_,ers w hove de." ot 

the e<oph'g"" <tQmoch or "mil ;")(,Sli<Jc, ~lIluker> 
were more likely «) ha\'e pept;c ~I,·.r d:<oo<e (OR _ 'L:~, 

U ~ '-0 0,2:, 1h, p"bli,hcJ paper pre,ent' d"t.iled 
tindi"p' 01 J:liln~rou' other mmor ,,,,die, thai »ere per
formed_ Comp""ed "Hh non-",,,,,_ neithl' '"'" U,Ol" 
1)0" srn~krrs h.d ol~".'tl'" j"lC, of lldiwlk\Cler 
inteedo",_ 

In >umn1-"') the >lLJ)' o[[cred rea"uro_,ee that <nu, 
,,,c ;, not "'~('l"r~d with 'Ll)' "gll,fj,'canl Gl »lIlpluffi> 
or di,,,,der, 

2, Parkin,an', Di;eas" ona Multiple 5c1erosis (MS) 
"~Oll, <tud,. by the Amelic,n C.llcn Suei")) ,lwI"od 
lhat ~T me may have been prote""", tor hl'kin<;on-, 

Di,c,"l'l!l (he ,ccuFld C"n~"r Prevenlion Surve), (RR -
0_22, CI - G_07 OF) [30-, 

n.tre are ~o Jdmili,'e '.l1>e, of /,IS, III 2009 Hed_ 

,(,,'ill, C\ ,\1. p"hldwd ,\ pop\llaClon-b""ed ca>e-contwl 
"udy of tobacco uoe and ~,s [Sl;_ It 1011110 thot th OR 
lor r,de ,moker> "d, 1.8 (e! ~ 1.3 - 2.5). ond the OR 
I", ;"1",1~ ,moh"w", 1--1-1\1 _ ;_£ _ ),7), llLo mk 
mcrea;ed 'N;th the cumulatIVe do,~ or 'moking m,'o_ 

"",c(l in p"ck-),,'<\[> (~.\cks per Jay hUe' )'ears of ,mok 
ing1, whie!"_ add, to the m.",,11 v>lidit)' of ,he' 
a"oc,aliun For example. wmf'red to nom1.<'" o! 
;uh~ceo, nll'n whu h",1 ltp to G p~ck-"edl> of >l11oking 
;'.ad on OR of lA iCI - 10 - 20}, whilc mo" wb, h,\<j 
16 or more paci-),,':U:> u[ ,muklng had an OR oj "_9 ',CI 
_ L,' .,,; ,_ 

In conlra,l tu ,moking, 11-.e <llldy j(>und tbt sn", 

"'~" hod I"wo)' risk> "I "'S tll~n 1WIl~><r, of lU~<Ilco_ 
These lower r .. sk, we,-~ pre",nt .:n~nr- ,nilS l!S~" of S 
Gr more p"chge-)e~r> who neyer ,mo[;ed (OR _ O~, 

not <"t"tic,il.,.- ,ir-nlft""t1 ,nri "'ho !:ad >JEoked iUR ~ 
O .. ~, n - 0" 0_9}, the lottC1 king ""tl,),q\l)' 
;rgniJl,a"l, 
3 Chrotl;c jtlffammatOlY Di>ease, 

Tn 2010 C"lem et al conductoo , <tnri,' 01 ellte'flie 
inJhr.1m~lur)' ,1,e.I>e, ""lOr.,; ,mo](et'_< ond ,nm ",er; in 
tho Sl,'orl"h con,tl'uctinn workers cohurl (l~ohnder 
cohort exdudedi [221 The ,;rudy rcpor"o th<\!, COHl
p,u:eJ wilh TItver ""'To u[ luballo, ever ,moker< hod ,i~_ 
n:ik,nd-), ~Io,.atcd "'k< h' .-hCllD'."'uid ",llUlI;, ',RR ~ 
2_1, CI - L~ - c.51, Croh,,-, di,ea<e (RR _ 1.5, CI _ 1_2_ 



Roo" "'",," P,d",,;o, "',,,a! ,OJ I, ':19 
h Upj i "'''' h, ,""",J" non. DC'"' I com!co mem; Vl, 1 g 

l_~) multiple ,dero,i, (RR - l.q, Cl - 1,4 2 oj and a 

lown li,k tor "r~oioo-<i, (RR _ (),o, Ci = Gel- OJ). all 
o[ which echoed pre,iou, <tudi" C""I~", ot al. al,o 
'"POI ltd (hdl fU[I"'" '!Hoke" had = incre"sed risk tor 
ulcerative colLt;< (RR L{, CI _ 1 i 1.5), anulhr 

lewgni£eu a,"udation, In contl"t, ever U',' ~t ""l8 "'''' 
not a~<oci"on with .my nf lhrse dlscasl", allhuugh Car
len, et al did not confirm th ,mw,c ""nci.,non of Snu> 
",e '-ml '\1~ ,een in Lhe IepOlt b)' Iled,trom et ,I. !11J_ 
4. Pregnancy Complications 
One of the mo" mmmon ch,lIenginf' qUO_<MIlS rcga,'d
lllg ntH, I> ",hellIer it 1> a~pEcable to pregnont wmn,'n 
",1'_0 <moke_ 

AccurJmg lo tht 2001 S"rg~on Genc]'o]', "C'I'Mt, 
,moklng <i<l,:ng p,-egno\l)'-) i, a»udaled WIth inerea,ed 
ri,k, tor pr~m'ture del.,,"ry, low-bifTh-wc;ghl in[,,"II,. 
anu ,lllIb,,,h r3~- Smoking i, 01,0 a<_soci,,~d wir~ 

incl'co,Nl ",k 10' l'i.lC~,,"'J l'ruhkw" llluL"hng placenta 
prev;a and placental ,bl~ptio.l, hoth otwhich ro" pblC 
lhe mulh"r aml felu; dl ri>le. l'aradoxically, pregnont 
wom~n who <m"l;c hovo , "gl1ilJCanlly luwer ri,k [or 
p'eedamp"a_ But the O\'eroll ,If~ct o! _smoking Oil tL~ 

dcwIQ]!'''g fd''',' 'k-ndedly ncg.,liw_ 
Can 2 pregnant ,moker who ,witdws to S 1 b"rldll 

her h~allh "ndlh"l u[ her ueveloping bab\"' Three stu_ 

nLO' k,,-c ,ddrrss~d this "",,'_ 'ne [I<>t, pu~h,heJ m 
200B by En~talld et al r3Sj, lep0l'tcoloformotiOl! 0" 
I'fcgn.UlC)' uulCOme> "mong ~wedl>h women who u,<ed 
,nus or <m~kKl, compo,Nl "'Lth "u<ll:8"f> o[ lODau-u, 

In lbi, ,tud)' toboeco meL' had ,m,ll,'r ]},h,% than 

n0l1llS0,." "Ithollbh 11><' rC'duCllUm lIere modest_ The 
overoge baby weigH tor non"""" wa; 7 poumb 11 
UUlLC"," bahl~' of 'lLm u.,er, weighd 7 p{)und< 1:1 
o"nc,",_ wtile li~ht s")~kc" (1_4 C!g"-'C'll~, per {c,)! and 
heoviel' ,moker., :10 01 mOl'~ ci.~"rotre, pn d,,),) had 
babics 11\", welgb"d le" C puund, 8 ounce. ,nd 7 
pound, I> 01:n<','" I'e_sjlcctlwlyl, 

Wumen "ho u,ed ',lU' wer" mOle iLkciy thon 1100U

,,'f< to h;;\·o ,; l"o,,)o\1U1e ddl'ery iad)u;("J odd, ""10, 
"OR - (_'i9 ~q, conhd~nce lntcry,1 _ l,r 2,52',_ 

I"llldl wa> >mular lo 'h"' of hght ,mo'ers ,:,OR - LSh 
n _ l_ll _ jAn ,"'d ho,\viu 'mule" (d011. = 1.81-, Cl 
- L~~ ::'1,). 

'rhi, '(lid) abo [uund lh,,( >ffiuking" Pl'ot<ctive lor 
p,cc,lamp">_ Tho .OR fur light smoke'" 1""> ()~1 iU ~ 
D_59 11.88)_ ,nd ileo.iel smoke,,' mk W;l, O"OIl k" 
(.,OR = 0_4~_ U = 0 36 - D,M), I tu""ve,, ,nm me" hod 
"omewbc elevated rL<k tor pr.--,-cl"~p;:,, I~O~ ~ 1.58, 
U = ;,09 - 2.2~1 

III ?1)!1J l,,'o >ludie> [rum W:blwm et al also docu 

mented thot ""Ii u,~ h" li,b tor tho dewloplng ["lU' 
r3-1,3"1, Both ,tudie, were bo,ed on over bOO,nOO plC~_ 

Hal" ;"S 1l0ClUJLC1M,1 ~1 the ~",edJ>h .~iedicol Krth Reg' 
L,tel !rom 19W to 20l)6_ 

P,go 6 or 22 

Th~ f.r<r stLlor rHIll-m'd Ihe eliecl uj tob,cco ~<e on 
the rid, for verv premotur,' (k" lhall 32 ,,<ebi {)] 
mnde'"ttly pr"malUle 132-26 week<1 hirth, l:14]. ;l 
,how~d tho, ,nm U,NS h.ld, lllude"l)' de'-at~d mk 
fur d yen premature bmh (oOn _ 1.J8 CI = 1.0-l 
1_S'l1, The nsk .UltOllg hghl ,moker; (j ~ CLg"ott~' 1'01 
day) was L60 (Cl - 1 42 L:<l), an,j l)\{' rbk dmong 

ho",), ,mole" (10 ur more cig,,~tto, pcr day) ""' 
L~() WI _ l_nl :l251, 'lhe 'l~d) ai,,, ,howed th.\[ 
>fill> mel'S had ,n elev.red risk 10]' • mOd"rale\v pre_ 
))Iallu~ blrlh o[ 1.1~ :Cl ~ l;2 ; 40) ,,-Iwj, wa> 
.nte]'med,>tc hctHcn I;gh, "Huh" laOR - 1 l~. n _ 
1.12 12:» and hea\~ ,moke" (oOR _ 145, CJ ~ 1.35 

,-~6: 

The ,econd ,rudv exol11in~o tJ1e cffL'Ci o[ lobacco r;,,, 

or, the ri>l( [or >lillbillh r3,,1 It ,hm,-,'d that "'omen 
who wet'o >on" ,,"cr; had a mude,ll) eieyot"d ",I; :,OfZ 
~ 1.57, Cl - l.lD _ 2_41), wr.ic~ "''<', "go:n llllerm<Jia<€ 
kll,'cC'n hghl >mole" ("UR - U5, n _ 0_91 ),45:, 
,nd heo,'Y 'm~kc,', ("OR _ 105 Cl = 1.3~ _ 2_d~~_ 

Uu> >lud,' dJd nol eonf",," the el~y"tcd d,l< [or pree
d"'",p,i" s~,'n Ul li:<' 20u3 rqurt r331. In odoi",,", '111" 
mer; did not haw elevated ri,ks for bleedmg or for 
Ijj[drll> ",leo were >mall [01' ,hen- g~,c'''onal .'go, oul
.-om~' ,een III Doth I,~h, ,nd h""v), >!!luke" 

in ,,,,nun",,., pregnallt W0010n wh" me >nu, are at 
list [0' >iighll)' ,mdller bab;es, and thq' ,,1;0 11.\\l' 
mode_stir el~y"eo ri'ks 1m promdl",e delhery. ,UI 
birLh and po;;;bly preeclamp,i,_ Althnagh .\II)' [urm o[ 

I),cot:ne should be "voided dunng Pl'egn.ncr, the high
e,t r;,h iOl che devel~pLl'F hah]'"'" ""oCloted with 
'mohlll;, 

D. Summary of Health Effocts 
1. rrirm.l)' epiJemwlogic ,"ud,e, ond s'II""'l,lCJLl melo
"n"I}~e< <lu nut pJU",dc comirldng ",-idenc, th,t S r' "se 
i; ",ocbted ""th cancers ot the ot'd Ca"I(' pamTea", 
"-<,,: g">lru~Jle"ind lract. There Ls evid,'nco Itf"" Ulle 
met, an,ll~" th,t ~T '18,0 i, "ssoCla""l"'lth a ,m,ll li,k 
[ur Fro,l«te cancel', "lchough , ~inlogl( 'l'l'charu,m for 
tlv' ,li8<.'"," h", nu( hem e,lablded 

2, Epidemiolo~i, ,rudie< luw nol (]ucmlenled tbe ST 
me i> ""oc;aleJ "ith ,ignifLCOIltly ole',,",",! Ii,,,, fur 
m,'oco\t'di,,1 It\f-atc1JOn, h,'"ever, a ,moil inCl'o,"on J'lSk 
lOl ,t:roke cannot be e,duocd_ 

J ~l,-,clie, [rom :;wed"n document thor S'!' -U," ;> nut 
8,wci,ted with hol';[;" ga;lwir"e>:iIlal diwrdf'L< ,no 
chrome injlommamrr di,o,,,,", 

4 r,~gHanl \\,ume,,- whu ~,< "'US aro ,t ,;sk I", 
,liHhtl,- <mall~r hoi,,", "nd 11\0) ,,),u ha;-e mode""ly cle_ 
vdted n.,L lor premoture delivNY, stillbHih mu po"ibly 
prrocl.n\psla_ -,\liJwug.h an) form 01 nLcot;no <hO'llel k 
avo.ded d"rill~ !"'ogn'ncy, ,he, highe,t ri,k, tor rho 
de;-e\0pll1; bob} ore "",ocioted "irh ,,,,okmg, 
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''''1 I'%\} 'I,'_L "IU_ll"P"'1" I_l"'''l wJ 1,"\Oj ;;P," W',I 
uondn"ds:U1 ,)]{,I ';luqo"" ""'[l_LolE'l)! '0 01 1mb" om 

,olH "I'!' ~lJ"~'-Il\'''m'! <1"J""" os'' .I_~ !el[' VolAO"I"'4 
'(I)OO],IOJUL A,]no"-lll' 10 '\,[o 1"'-I' 1"1110] T p P010d 

4l1E"4 OJ POl"T'" 
""[ 'Ioollo, ul ~'0'-I' '-Ill," ",,1111\'> O)lj~IJ' 'l'I'"l[ Ol[l 
\10 AIi'''''J ",u'J >l[I""_L "~l illurdmoo 'J",am lp10 pm 
'''Dum W ''')10_'l'i'l'''llr 1-'",'4 'l['I""'1 I"-LJUOD 0, ".d", 
'P'," "'" .LS pue liupiolU' "n"'"~" JO -,(Ip,,,) "fm) 

-nn) ~lIflU1\' ';Tm')d,',\J,'<11;u ;~l p"'~!lmnb .{"q.l l~sl 

~11"'''n('1 JO ,'1)<" 'fU:, ,1ln 1" '~IF'"BJ _""'['''')'''' P","-,,,P. 
"llj~T\1 BU""'" "I')' .lS 10 lluqd~o_18d,nu P\'"d'"1'T," 

Bl!11a"Um,Op '1'nl<" pJ']"HLJ ]" '<' ""d)'J (\]0, Uj 
,,'I!'P'')I; ):I'!',d uqJ OJ''-'" 

-q'q~ OlITlO)1U ~U!Wll'u"d 'll'-" p.UJ"Oll(),' "'OlU ;m 0'1" 
'1"_"10" lloqonp'J-um'l-lIU" pu, .l~-!'U" ,iq U;;),dULEO 

HOIl"," WJu L>L~ j'l)llmu ~1l01 ".'lP'JP '''ll 01" '''011'l.)0 
__ ,"d,nII "'II 1'.'I1''i1JU' -'oll[O 'UULl)PpO U] ,-llUll mp'" mIT,! 
o:I ,'~!JJog .1OLnU "'" [m"R'1~1 P'" O,HWJLU ,[loy'! ,-uo'l 
-doonds,,,, J'I' '''q 'O,,,,oo!ll jO "'_IlO; "jl" 0) :'hmpl'''' 
al p",,'181m ,ll" <1,"1''<'" 'I"P" -<HllL" ~"ql p'pq_,um 
-I" ~. _LOUAO"I] -1Onrmd '1'''-poon1,,)1 le_,!,J'I,O<Li.l[ " Ol 
:'hmp]T,'" '_'V18UOJ "1 iU!lI!-" .1'_" '.1''''''"'0'-I "'1m .JS JO 
"'n~o"g ;hrT'+'lT.'" ponl'f8uOJ NU P"q ol[.,", 'A"~Oll" ID 
,il"ol"", \' -'OJU'" 'lloOW _IOJ '1')1 m'-Il o,ponTr- pinn,,\ 
lS ~m'n H'\{l );t;hol[' V')lt' ,1<U 1nuqo pn '~U1'l0Ul' 
411''" p.,"!')()"" ",mIl ,e ,)1"", O'P 0,,,"& '-'1'),[ ~'I""~ olll 
l~llll"''''''loq.\.I'.''[JU-'([! _<".p ""'"'''q ,1S 0, ;hmpI!>" 
p""1'"am 101< P"'l S,''''lu'.u> 10 JIElllnogy :~sJ .~ULA 

-O_LU "~l 11] ,TIll< q'Ip',"S JO P111Pfil )8,'l " 'I'!'" UO"JllfLi 
_110> UT ~O," e-l,'",U'i 'UO,llOULPl O'-ll "1 "~'lmu< erG)O 

oldlll" "ou"fU",am" p",h,rns 'I" lJ ,'JU"""H ::)11(, UI 
'~H,I,JO 

uml"IU,)U1,'jd,o, ,,0 "''''l -',>til pud"'l T")lU810d ~'-I1 puc 
'UU)lJ"-'_I"d,]U1 "'"Ill JO )UOI'" ",)1 "'''0'1' ol'''l[ 'JLP"l' 
1"'-'01) 'l'UU)""jUAJ qlIE"~ ~lTOIm' arl,'" pI1\' -onqnd ["1,) 

_U8il el{1 :'h(01lJ~ "''''''''Iu" -'11"'4'].' '1 m I.l 101 "]1)U()1)m 
·"mU')O' BUOJO' 'I'-Il '-'""~''''H "l""{l"'" JLfl}IO!'''J~ 
-Td,) UJ~ro", '(4 ~14"m"".1Ll _(I"'~g "'" lmll ''1m 'IW')]] 
1000HlT]U1 '-I'l" p~,""'ns'\' Sl J81'.IS '"u"lmu> q,"'"' P","J 
-lUl>J 'leLp u0)l"nb puo,l'q p"1l(')mn)"v ,,0,)(1 '''Ill 

"'n 15 ljl!M 
p~~~po"V "'I'!l:! '111~aH ~'1110 ,uo!lda~Jad'!lIII "III 

(U"',-," P"'''"''4 ""H",'.' ,"due 
(L.' l'", ,"",,,0 i'"'~"I~~"f~u",,,,,( '''',''';p'" ""'," "po, 0 __ • LL" 
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heL"ci,'w ", .. " _ '"' '" oJ UClIO-'J" .",,,1 coni conte'" "i' i I g 

"mong 14,7(HI rC(l:11bJ' ,mnkol" in rhe pop"lation b"ed 
Swed"h Twin Regiouv f1il_ The) reporlcdlh"l ";-"1 ll>e 
o[ ,nm wa, llk' >llI '''gest HldJ\"d,,,1 ,,,,,,'elate Inr 101 mer 
y"""s eLment <01ok1ng (HR 2.'.0, CJ - 2_30 3201. 
They concluded, "Swede, appe,,,, lo be ,,,;ng >1""",,' 
furIll of "lCulJlJe \'OI,I,,-,'meot thot'or,' d~_<pLte a bck 01 
clinic,i ,d,l, data to "'~port 'l' me", a 'lTIuking "',,a
lion aid" 
I. Population heal'h effects 
In 200' Gor~,er e, a1. a"e»ed the polen!wl pupulaliun 
heailh effect; I[ ,nLl> "," ",'oll,,1k Hl ,\l:>1r,,];a Iwhere it 
;; now j",))aC<l! :41J_ Thr" "k"hl.d the bfe expectoncy 
,mong people wIth "drwlC, lraleuurie, o[ tub,,~w ll>~_ 

antllh"" provHkd ",;li);'~I(" of rhr net ell~c" "Ihe 
l'''p"l"tion :eveL 

GorUler et 01 ,um.I1hlliLedlhci;: iindiHg>: "lliele' "," 
llilk dlHerencl' Jo hoolth_,d!,,>,e,j hte expect,1nc), 
hetwee_l ,make," wh() qu,t,li tobacco and ,mok"" whu 
,wIlch Lo '''LL' :dJ:fcrcnce of 0,1-0J ),<'atS fnr men ,,,,j 
0,1-0,4 ~'ca,'s lor WnoM"J rM nr-I h,ml to occ~r, 142'; 
ex ,m{)i<e!'s would hove lO ,~u-L u>lr.g ,llU> lu u[[,eL l),,, 

heallh ~am [10m e"('I)' 'moker Whl sWIre-he,j to '""< 
r,llh~r Ih,n contilluing to ,<moke, Likew"e, B-2, people 

who have neV"l ,nlOke<! wuuld ne"J lu ,Ia" l!>UJg ,nel, 
10 off,ct the heolth ~ain tmm ,'VOfY new toh,cco ~,er 
,,"'ho lI""d <nm roth,,!, than >mokmg" 

The) conduJ,cl, "Currcnl ;muhr> who ","eh It' 
",;ng '"'" "Iher Ihon cOlltinuing to ,moke con T<oli" 
'l:h,tanlial h<alth gam" ~r,m cuuld produce ~ net Dene
fil lo heallh "l lite' popul.'lJOu b,d il:t 18 "<1"pro,j in 
,"ffkiolll numbe" h)' Lllwterate >Lllok<L'" 

Iu 2(}W Rodu <U1J Cule ~_\.":nunodlun1! UUK,'L mULI,]
;l) !lCJHis jn i'.''','peo" ]Tnl~" I,FU) counlno<, _,t,rting 
hom ahom ,9;;0 and endmg in 2002 f'131- Lung c"mer 
j, the ,,,nline! w,e,l>c uf 'muli[j~_ anJ " co""lr),'; hUlg 
,",l1cr" momiLty rote (I.l:MR) provide, a r~a<onabte 
,~dkatlon of the amount of 'mokmg iE Lh<'l coenlr)', 
lhe Jala ~~me [£om the \Vurl,1 )-It"I!h (hg,\I",",iOo 
(\\iHO) ond IARC 

In 2002, lhere welc l-o,OOD lUHg ca"cet <katlee "mont. 
mcn il) the fl1. 11,11 n; c011nl";," hod the I l:MR 01 
men in Sweden there would have been 91_000 fe",,, 

lung caTIccr ,l""'lt>, j(o.h 'W(t Cule "Isu ,'sr:m,<t,'rl tl1>t 
th,'c ,",'le 5119,111111 '01okin, ,ttrihlltahle d~'lh, omo~g 
men 'll EG COlmt!';e, in 1DD2_ 11 all EU c()unlrie, haJ 

lhe >llwkillg I,M' 01 8w,'(I'>I' mo", tho,"e w""iLj bvc 
bc~n only 2:)7,llotJ d,'ott.<" reduction 01 >4% (Tobie 4,1. 

The large Jillerence,:n lClvllZ, 1el",'ell ,(wdcn ,md 
ulher LU fUllnlll(', "eC,l( ol)ly in ,'lon 10'- ,,,,,;t ,of rho 
last 0,1 ),e"I>, rho I.l:MR 'mon~ Swedish women wo, the 
_,ixch highe'l ;n the [C, 1'1\1> cunle_,! 1> impurldul, 

kc~u>" il b, ],eel1 SllggC':CQ Ih,'1 '-'gOM" ,'ntJ-"mo~
"'~ l",mpoi~I" sinco tho \9'/0, ore the m'ior detenlll 
nanl o[lr.e luY-' '",ew,h ,mokmg raL<> ;-[u»""cr, II" 

lmpla~,'ble Ih~l Lhe" c""'l,-,igm were hi~hl) erfed,"e 
(01 Swod:,], 'MI1 a",j ,Imo<t co"'l'let,'I~,- Inelfective f",' 
Swedish women The >lIlkh'g Juference in l~e relatLve 
LIJ mnking o[ SlI<'d,sh Dh'n ""d wumen i, iirm n,
nonn' ,Iut ,n11' ll<~, not ant: <moking camp"Lg"<, ha, 
~la;ed the prITna,y role in luw LCJ\1l( mles amung men 
in $v,erl"n 1M OY,'l , bit cennll,'_ 

WNld War II created md!ioTI.< ()f male _,mok.,", 

,e"lling in ,'er) h;gh LCl-,W, throughuuI Luwpe in lh 
l%Ds ""n 19';0,_ Men Ll1 PortllpL Sp,,:n "L"j Tt,ly, 
which had lCMR, 'lmildr to lho,e in Sweden .n the 
earl) I ~:;o" l~ter npericnccd ~Nl LC\\!{, lhal "'~re 
rOLlr to "X 'imo< c_ighe" whil~ Ihe pc,k In Sweden 
r'pre>ented only a lhree-folJ mu~a,,,_ £\'en th(mgh ,nu, 

cOEL"lEELplJoJ\ docl:",'d "ntil 196~, its ,"0 W," h,~h 
enoll~h t .. ,uPP''''_' 'Lllok;ng by Swedi,h mOll ond to 
keep their LCMl( among Lhe low~,l in the Il', Inc!'e,,
"'~ s"", cnn,[]mpn,)ll in Ih,' bt Iwn oetane< hos hocn 
accomponied by fLllthe!' decline_, In 'mokmg_ It Cl'rrent 
lrem!> holJ, the LC\\R fur Swe,u,h men ma) Otcume 
Inw,'r than th,t tor ~wedi,h women hy 2()1;_ 

Currently, _,nu, ;, banned in all IU countrie, except 

~w~d"n_ While- ,t ""nI1O' be proven rhot t'lC """dabllity 
01 <n", would reduce _'mokin~ p",,,lenc, 111 nther n; 
"Domlne" lh' ,luJ) ,howetl thal 'n~> '''" ha, had ~ 
yrolcWJJd offect ,,0 <moking '_lMl1g SwedISh men 1M the 
post holt C'Lltu~' 

B. ~v;<J~t\,e from Norway 

ILl 2008, the Fucopeo" Commi,,,oLl rel~""d 0 1'~p~lt 
enuLled "J I"allh Ufee!> uf SnJOkdc» 'l'o~acco I'wJ~u,," 
:44J J:xccpt 101' one ,moll port dl;;c"s""J T)-IR (SoctlOn 
:-~ ~, p~ge' j 1 1 118;" mo,t of the repmt WO' wry ne~o 

Ule, ev~n gO~Jg >u f", ." 10 ric';')' I],,,l """ ,,,"c h,,, k,tl 
an,' e;ifft ~n 'm"k.n~ in SWeden ,nd Nm-;,,,y 

The repOlt concluded' "It b dllflcult w env"ion ony 
>Jglll[lcan< un!",.'1 of Gnu, '''0 00 ,;nlOklnG ("""lion '!l 
'-Inn'''I" ___ " Thi, """ ",?eciallv haffling." F.gur~s 19_22 
(p<,ge, >2-131 ,lwV<' dearly thdlmcrea,etl 'n~' U," owr 
tlK l."t '1(1 FOes W,lS cone,omitol1t wlll' nOCf~a,ed 

s01ok,ng_ 
~urw,\) ,"CeLLpleS ,Ul iniC,,'sling pu,;lwn iIl Ihe Lm

"1'0"-" pnil"col "1'.'no, ond Ln FlllOp",n 'oh,cc~ I,,,,,,, 
\,rhile It h loca:ed iLl the ~cand;navbn penLTI>ul" 

,hare, a 1UHk\ Wlt:, Swede;l ""n hos wcw1)",,11'1' in 
1],e' F11rQpC'll Fcooomic Ale", 1---,,]'''''), h" Iwi,~ 
rejected member>hlp in lhe LU, 'I'1ne>, il h", rroL been 
,~bi"ci lu lk U' ban Gn Sw.'d;,I: 8ll,,' ,,,,(I ,inJ,I"! 
_mnkcl,,, product,_ In 'act, intonnation h" emnged 
fwm Nor",",' lkl lr.e Lncrea,;ng me u[ ,TIll> lTI lhe 

p"" 20 )'e,\!> lias 1','s"ltd JJ) "Wbsl~"'Lal Mdul~ in 
<moktng omong Norwegian men, 0 virtu,lleprodl1c 
tlOn of the ~"eJl>h expeIleme re,iewed 0)' Rodu <\TId 
Gu(bhall[J] 
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Table 4 Dealh, from Smoking in lOOZ Among Men In W C,,""I'I ..... nd De •• h, Based on Swod;,h Lung Can'er 
Mortal~y Rate 

All n."h, Fmm <mob"" ,n 2002 o."h, If Smokin, At $w.,.j;;n R,t" 
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\ote "" "ot, '"" '",','~' f" ;'I,,"m '" C"P",~ 
;0"," "-c_ ",j TV, 'od" 000 Co< _ 14ll 

Al~,--lL uf lhe In.fOI'I!L,,Fon "h 'I J-IR :n r-NW"y I"" he,,, 
l"'~o"ceo by D1'_ VOll F.nk I und, a ,-e'peete.! tobocco 
re,e~rchel wiLh "lRU~, the Kurwegian lmlllule lor 
,\I""h,,1 and Dr", R"seAl'c)', .l" )n,kpenoent lJJ<ti'"tlOn 
~,:t "Iso" ~~'-enlmellt enti~- on",-eroble to the '-.1ini,try 
of lle<Jth and Cue SeT'lcc" 

In )'0110, Dr_ 11l~0 g"-o, pcc',cnt,rioll on NOl'w~F,on 
tobacco me at the 01" conference uf the [rllerMlWllul 
CULmul UI' ,\kuhul anel ,\(Idlclions -pe,"omJ CUll) m "OJ

"-",,,n:_ He reportco th,t '1110n~ KMWOgi"o men "Fe 
[(,-35 year;, the ~revolence of ,muklng eleclmeu from 
SO'io III inS, 1u JO',~ LIl "007, Willie the' prtv,ic'JJn' of 

<I\l" "'" inrrc",,'d 11<'111 W,\ t~ :1(1'\ 
Lnd r<purled lhd >nm " ;-or) pop:'u:J.J: d' a '!~;(

"r,,,klng aiel ~qwng Nu,.weg;~" mell, ~nJo"g those whn 
quit 'mohn~ in 2007. _llU.S '';0' u""d b,- !:l"o, while 
nic,,:lne pm w<" meu b~ ulll~' 9%; lhe !lKuline paleL, 
Y,rba)) and" q\l:t 1,,1<' were mCG hr ovcn tov.'cr 16%, _,% 
""d ,1% re'pectLv"ly). 
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I.L)I'O .,Isn I'""""to,j Intor",.r:"" ,hOL" the Ol)t(omo 
of the Io.,t ,!uit aHempl b" NorwegIan male ,mob,,, a~" 
~D-50 )'c'a" in m07, Of lito", whu ~,cd <rile;, ~H; \:eil 
'mokll1~ olto~othd' or experiencco , "Ol',,,,"tIC I'CO:lC_ 
[1On in ,rnuking mlemily," w]llCh i, ,ery '~nila, to lhe 

>ate Mnun~ ,\IJWf,c"n l)Jell "' th~ '),OO{l \"Fon,\l He"lth 
Imel'Viev.' Smvey I'NH1S) wh~ ,v.;t~hed tn <;T (oi,cu,",>d 

bduw m >,cliu" ll), iu"cl addc,: lh~l lh~ ,!;;ll percm
'"eos Inr rho,o who []<cd nicMil)e g,,,n, porch .,,,d 

Z"ban were 50%, 1,7% and 'W% re;peeliveiy. 
In ~D09 LUlld l'uhldLd" lC'l'orl OIL 'j'j lR, m which he 

"01",j th.<t CXISr:"~ "'tl_,n10kin~ 'M''''I''' WJII to,,1l1 jn 
"diminishing rr.orgmal relUln" I'kil Lund pro,-ided a 

lumpeUing ra!ic'IHde [or lJ-lK, dlld IWl~d '" <\Ii epilugue 
that the ,\lor'n'~:'" Hc,l,h D"w,,,,'.,,,, has c",tio",I)' 
""dor;ed the ,t,'oteg"_ 

II' )OJfI I~llj)d ,'r "I, l",h'lS]'c'd" sl"dl' COniil'HJ)~ lhal 
'-Jorwegian men prete, 'LlU' over ,II other mcth~o, to 
q~it 'mohng -1(>1, Ihe <\11<d),,,, ''"' based on, 'Ul'\,ey 



Rod, il",,;> ,~'C","O" _'uL,,,,"' 20- 1, 8-'" 
h"" _' /'I<'~'" lor", '''Wet10 oJo ."", 1.(OI~i,o'-""t;~, 1 ' 1 g 

hy tl", J-.:Ot'w~gl"n lll_<titute 1m Akohol and Drug 
Ee,earch "hich c~keJ ],033 [ormer or eurrCH' s!!luke" 
"l'-e 20-5(1 )NfS whAt nh,thon they ",cn W~Cll the" !"t 
tl'ied <:IC.cedull-r donnerl or llrr,uccedl'lly (current) to 
qull. or,LL' w"'" LL,nl b, J?% o[;~1 respond"nt" ""k:ng 
It the most pop"l"r mothon h-r far. Other method, that 
enjoyed mode.,t ~o~ularil) "ere nlcotme gLLm (18%), 
,eii-help malClld (l]'~), "Jld 'he n;conM I"'t,h (lll~,,)_ 

h,,-onne II,h"iel', 7.,-bon, (O'l11?ix, telephoLle quit lone, 
and help from health ~are pw[e»1Onab were abu wea

,,",cd In lhe Slnyey, I"'t th,,- h.d ne~il~ihk ""r-r ,"os_ 
Lnn~ ~t 01. reported on ,dimted odd, rotio (aUR) to 

indicate the ef[,'Cliven~,' uf :;'1 pLU,~uClS comV",cd ",;t1> 
,uculi;,e g,nn, rhm rrlrl"'llco product_ T0l' Gnitting C0m_ 

pletelv, the ,OE for ,nil, "<l> 2 7, me=ing {hal it wa, 
=:l"arl), !hr~e lllnC> mOl'e e[fe'ell;'t J",,, i'-"m- SO", ,"", 
,1'0 thlee "m~' more effectlYe thon nicotine gum en 
'greatly reducing cIgaretle wmumpliu:i' ","nong cunli

IllU:Lg 'HW",'ts ("Ok _ :11_ 

III 2011 bnd et 01. oJ", ?llbbheJ <> ;ludy com~"rmg 
GUlhmuhing ,"I~I J.1IWlI& >nu> ,lSC''' ancl !Joye, users i,\ 
,";Tll "O)"'~[;J"n Slln',!~ l4il_ QnltnnH v,,,,, detned 8' 

the percemage of e'er ,mohr, whu were former 'n1O

h" al Ihe Inne uf the """0)'_ 
As _s~en in Table S, quot rote, for mE" mel" "ere 

alway, higher than fur ,)\O,e who l.aJ lle"er ",oJ ,n:lS; 
llee 1c,ul" al" '1,'tJStJully gig",I""" Inr .. 11 81m·ol'< 
except number L TO." pro,ide, compelling e,idence 
lh~l ,nt:' h", pl."eJ" pu"eI[,J rule in 'llLu~;ng LC'",a

M)) "mo", N"'W"~"'1< ",-,d, " T ,Lllld noted, it i< con<i, 
tem with the ,,,ed,,,h "'ldeme 

C Clinical Trials 

Prior to ~DOG, onh' one chIUcallnal rd&mg lu 'l'I\R ha,l 
been colldllct"n, a pilot smn,. w;th on,- o\l1n S<"N_,'C<lt' 
n,llnw_llp' _4",4~-_ ilut dunng the pa,t hYe ,-ea", ,everal 
more wIlleallr;.], june [,,",'ll wnl~klCtI. 

In :!,Hr MOl)n~7"_I\>"m~'rt ct oi. ,"nd"rte~ ,moll 
pilot "bi, ,ocmed U:l t"o :;1 pwdlCcl> (eilh~r ball 

Table 5 Quit Smoking R.le, Among 5n", U,ers and 
N~v~' Snm U •• " in S.von Norwogi." 5urvoys 

\"''''Y Nu,"oN 

i,' 

" , 
" '" , ')-J 

"' 
'''e Com","_" """ '_"," >0,' ''',,'0 'm, '"'''' r"'" '-'"'I' ;;,'''',-'' ',' 
"go;,,'" ",' '""."','" "f' N" 4 

'", -", I "'G ,., 01 '" 

r", lD ,,I,, 

_,nm 01' Arha d,»ol"obk: ve,,,,, a n;colme h,engt' rSU
I-hey o\O\I\lat<'G tO~lc'nt expO'Ule, ,uhj<'ctive re<pnn.<o, 

ond prodllc, ~refer"me, "mong ;moLe" m:ng <1 en",-
0' e[ de;lgn, 

\ Tendon ilOlllnHort et al. lound thot, ('ompal od WLtc. 
bo,eline ,moking, all proJucl' pro{iuceo! >lgl1Lficor,[ 
I ",hC\Jon, ,,\ 4_ vnctlr"!>"tro,, m;nn 1- 1 _ ::1_ pyl'l~)'T)_ j
hllt8nol ,,,,,-"-I.;,, , met,bobte 01 the T<;N.-'.. 4, (methylm 
IW>OIL1lrwJ-1-(3-1'),,;,1)'lj-l-bLLweonc U,I\K), dnd all pw
d"ced romp,,"hl~ <'fioc,,; on wLthor",,1 ""n ",,yinf,_ 
Ali"" w" the prejerred product, joliowed by the mco 

lin~ lOL"I'~c "IlCl lx"lt, I'jw ",til"" e'",eluded Ih,'1 
"'nooso I"dll'~' m,ke it ~Lffil""lt ,,, i~nOl'e the poten",.] 
01 ,orne ST products, _,~eclQc"lh- Ark., to reduce ex~()

>iU" 10 i')'SN '\;J- 1,""(KII]Mly '-iN Ie" 
Tn 100S Shorp ~t 01. reported the re_,ult, 01, nUI,e led 

,muklllg ce»",ion prog[am_ ('ml'lo~"n1 "d llbilum l"e of 
"lll'InaIlW ",,~tln~ 1"'O~llCt< .nchl~m" ,nilS, .mon~ ,0 
I'm:ient; undergoing oggl""i;'e treotment jor ad'-allced 
,lage heaJ "n(l neck e,,'\u'r l5ll, A., the)' noted, "0,,, 
a:m v,,,,< t~ "'ppmt tlw potiont' to h,' <mok,' hcc ,h"ng 
,nd altel concer trealment, rather than 10 be nicotine
free, ' 

Sbrp ~t al. reported that !,PI oj padent' were con 
Grmed c{:<lIelle ab>lmml {bling the 11ealm~nll'eIlucl. 
rorty-one p,lti<MS wcro "ily,'"r rho Mc-,'cal' IGll~w-",), 
ond lR wele off CIgarette, l-,(ultLple product """ wa< 

wmmune Ihe luwlillC p"'ch "d> ihe mo'l wmmunl), 
,,,od I'ronHot (Q1 ~'I, tollnwcd I}y ,,)\1< ('A~\,)_ 

In 2008 Tmme_'eTI et 01 publbhed the re_'hlts of an 
ope," ,"nclomc,,,,\ ,,'noking n'''"\rOn tnal ,lSUlg gJOlll' 
the ropy .lld ()bver TM", a ST pellet m,de in Dem,,"rk 
r:;21 (e».lion al 7 ,,"~"k; "a, lughr ,unong ,,,b}ect, 
u>mg S'!, (~Il 5'~ v, 192',\" OR _ 1 ~4, CI _ 1_05 _ ~I h)}, 

but no <lgnific.ant difference, weee ,een dt the (, month 

10nu""-,,p, Al su Iilunli", 17S), o[ parlKlpanl> WHe 
;t_1I ";in~ ST_ ,','on thm'!,h , ',,01 obj.""v<' W" cc",.l_ 
tion ot l~ week; after enwlmelli_ 

1h" ,uli;upre"lvc ,,'sp,'nS(' ,~t,' for ~I ma) 1""" been 
illiluenced hv !legotlve ottitude, omnn~ ,tudy '''''tl. 
T0nne,en el ,,1. commenled lhal", ,we Jo nol believe 

Ih~l liLe ;1lL'<'"p;'" ,,,,j'lo('<1,, pO'''JVC e"p"Ci,'I;,m:>1 Ibe 
ST HWUP Our Lmpre"lOn .. , that the nur,,, weI e not 
comimeJ [ha( ~'l' wuuld help ur \\,UlJJ be <,ceepld b,' 
liLe "noh',,_" N~vre'th"k,<, thoy col'ck~"1 th"l Ihe ,,,"I 
d~"_lO"'t"ted _,horHerm dEcocy oj ~T m combination 
will, &00"1' l!,e,"I'Y, ,wd thc)' ;OdJOMd liwi other lndls 
wo"o "nno""",),_ 

1n 2DID Coldwell et al. compOled "'~, with nicotm~ 
g'''Il amc'ng hl'",,- <"'olw,s in hew u'al,'Jl<l _,3:, ,Ifter 
Qh,ol'vin~ 'nwklng p'tt~r'" and ,"n<lllnpt10n I~l' one 
(ie,d,inl weel" Caldweli', gro"p ga,'e 6_, Slnol"" three 
Jilll'reIll ugarctt" ",),st\tllrC'_ o"ch fur l",o ",eok.., lh 
,"h,t.h,.", were <;wedi<~ ,nu, (4 ~Jal11 pOllche< In three 
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ile_,ur,). ;Llbilrol nIcotine gum (4, milll~ran" nl n;co
n nc) and, P"PP" nn nt j!uuch (unl"ming 1, nulCigralm 
of nicotine <mb"dded in mkcoCl'),,,,,liJnc head>, pru
eluced b> d ~weJ.J,h wm~an,. cdlled KkOllO\"m 

The 10,0,,,_h"1> cnllNTc,j inlon"o<iotL [rum Lhe parti
cIpant, abOl'( the "occ~ptablliO)' ,nd the wiliJngl)c» {J[ 

,m"kef' to us,," Ihe ,,,holiln,,, HLe)' "ked five que, 
do~, gali~ll1~ "j,;actinn, >nn clIO} 'opu'leJ th"L ",~b
jeu, ,cureJ Zonruc and ,nu' mOle hi~hl-)' th," ?\.J]) fOL 
lour nut ~I th~ ~IVC .. " MI llu," ~ruJllcl" ,ignificantlv 
red'oced cr'vLl1~ for (,Igorme" "nn "II thr~o" .. cnableel 
>l'"Jeel, Lo redme lhm _'m()~,ng ,igllLncantly colllj)"lC'd 
"cth th,' Icod_ll: wo~k" 

l'artiupant, Lonked ZonLlk aTId SOl" hi~he" lhm IUCO

''''0 g'lJ'l fur bOlh '-juIl(mg and reducing -'"<"'king_"At 
<he mncl,,",on ot Ihe ,nl<ly, ;llh)cct' '"'lOr" ""keel lu rank 
lht, lhree proJllcl; In order of overa" p,eINonr" i-ol 

their tirst oh",,'o, "" (',-]U.ll n"rnLc, (j{l%1 oho,e ,nu, 0'
Zm1L1lC, wh.le 10~, chose :;llln_' 

In 70)0 Cdrp"Eler anJ Gr~) pubb'hed , ,mall hm 
pnwcrh11 ,n1d,. dOClll"OIH",g (h"l (u"uhable tobacco 
product> 'led to a "gniHcont l','ducl:nn (40%) in Clg"-!:
ette, pcr My, nO ;igrlliiuml inuea,e, ;" total toh,cco 
u,e, and ,i~niiic"nt in""'""e' In twc' I'''",urc, o[ readi
""" lu quiL, ed,er in Lhe ne __ t month 01 v.ithin '110 next 
h l11(lnrhs.'-[54[ 

The al:tho" randomly ""lnc~ 'jl ,mule£> whu "ere 
lluinicrc'ld ;Il '1tlitlmg tu reoe;,e A1 in or Stoncw>1l 
d.,"olvahlc ,mokeie,> ]!;'o,Il:ClS, or to conlmue ,moking 
cigarette< Smoke" were Hiypn "minime,1 :nSh,Oiull> on 
hnw til usc" tho,o pweluel, ,md were "lold :h,,, time i< 
no "f. tobocco product and thn too hest Ihing the) 
Cau J.u ,or Iheir he<JLh 1> tu qllLt entirely," 

Thoy wt'Ot~ th" thC\l' ,~nd~lg> ,~g~e;L "lhat Ad,." ,nd 
Slone,dl are deche prc-durn IO c;"h "-itV,,,w,J 'Uld 
'-,\wjJ,~: ~["llh"( lhre 1> "no eVIdence that ST (~l'lY-l 
0'- Stonewoll\ lll'dermJllcS c'l-iU;ng, ';'u the contrary, 
readme"~ Lo qu;l \:n the ~<xt r.1~nth and Within the 
IWxt h IMJJt),sl SJgniflc"nlh lIlcrea,,,d am<>ng 'Llloker< 
who u,ed a <;T plOdrct relotiw to tho"" ,d,,, conLlIlLled 
to smuke cunv"ll~und cigarett,,_" Thi, oddl'o,".'d the' 
concot'll tb, t"n.,,[; <mukols ahuLCl \"-'tl)' ;afer .,moke 
le", .ubstitllte, ",11 'und"L'm,n~ quirtmg" 

ju )010 Cobb el ,el, compared the "cde eli",,, (,,,thin 
4> m;n;lte,) 01 ,n'mn'srra:JOb ,,[ AIiv", Marlbow ,nu" 
Lame! ,nm, dTId Commit 10'of'nge< v;i,-h 0wl1-b,\\))n awi 
Q'K'l (,er), 10-, niWli1Le) cIglLrelles to ,moKer, who h"n 
been obtin~n m-ernight ,\5 __ Fad\ ,,[ lhe ~8 parLlci, 
p,mt, "Llended ,even .,e",on', dUrlnl ","_kh 40 physw
lo~'(~l "nel ,;uo}cClj,e me<\.\ure, were o_~,e"-'ec at ,,,v,'1.,1 
"me point, alter two "'P'1'otc .dl))lj\;'h'aIJOn> uI each 
product 

Camd SIll" ami CUElrrul >Jgnificantly de~re"ori an 
"intention to _smoke" meO''''O aftu the >,,"und 

,," "0' ,; 

ad,niru>lralWI" ,Jlhough nUl a, much OS QW"-,.:gJ.relLe 
brond_ Ad,., ,nd ~brlho.-o Sill!; J.'J not attecl tim 
m"a,ure, Ver" ,imLbr finding_, were' alsu ob,,,ned for 
" c;',vIJ\g FnO,\Surc, 

Th,e re,dl< ma,. h,vo h,'on t<'la(ed lu (he plo'mo 
uicotme level> plOduced by the ,,,riml' p,uduCl> Own
brand cig",ettc, rrn,ln'(1 III ,b.:rp and 'ignLlk,,,t 

mereo,e, in Plo""" nicotlne, '1'd C'M",'I >n~' prod~ced 
0\ Sil>lllllCanl mu-ea>e 15 mmut~,' ,It,', rhe ",'wnJ 
admioittlotlon, hllt the o,J,,'," i'wduci' did not 

Alll:ough Arh-a ond Marlhom <nil' haJ nu effect, 
C\'"cl ",," ,<TId Cumm,( uhibl<ed modr,t ",bj,'cl;,e 
efreG on ,h,tincnco 'ymptoms, e, en though they wer~ 
Iwl", e[[ecl!ve", ovm-braLld ('i~"l'C",'S, ~c'erLhele", 

Cohh ot 01. n",k the ,,,el'FlIlg wndu,ioLl that "<'<\0'

rentl) marketed IlDn comh",tibh- _pule~l!ol red~red 

.'¥pos,>;\' pto(lucb[ Ina), !lut be a vioh!e harm l~d"Clion 
,h·,te'lV tnr liS ,mokors ,-

In 2Dll ](otlyar et 01 puh!i,hen the 'O",ll, of a donical 
trial whICk Wi' dono III 2006-~, a"e"mg "'heth", RJ 
R"}noiM C,",ei Snm <lnn Philp Mum> Taboka (a i'r~

c~r;ur u[ Marlbol() Snm) Wel'e viable S"hL;(ule, for 
Clgorott,'S [56_, Thcy ''L'w,iltti ,mol,eI> who wore II'tcr
e>ted in q~itting, "<ignin\< 'hem (0 ~>e one of tll1~~ 
pt'OlluC\8: 4, !llill*",fU nicotine gum OJ 107cngo, Camel 
Snm or Tohol«l (p"rtL(ipa,n, b(1 ~ choice of ,."rio,,< 11,_ 
VUI> for eoch product'- hrlicipal\\> ""re m,Lructed to 
"'C >r Ie,,, 0"" <)1 lwo do,,,, uf the ad~1wn prnd,,(l 
~er day dUT:n~' onr __ wcck M<u\pbrl!; perwd; for the next 
[u'l[ wteh" thty weI< told to mo th~ proelucl <IL lea" (, 
to 8 rime, nail,. (and ,dclil;omJ do,es it n<,<,dedl_ IJIH;ug 
""ek S, participant, were reqULro,j In H'{luee cOIlSllmp 
t;"n 01 till' ,ubSlilule; b)' the "nd 01 th"t week Iho~ haJ 
to he cOI11I'I~tely ,,-,I).>(co- and niwtlne-fre<', 

'j'her~ were ,everal mtere<tinf' 1c,"I,,_ I mi. all pamci
po"" In all ~<'OllP> !t~tl ~ reJllcllon in exh,le,j (,,,bon 
monox1de, clearly drl11onsrr_X"g (h"L lhev ,moked Ie's< 
lhan befo" the <tudy_ P.lrlic'lMOTS!ll all ~wuP' had, 
t'enlOctiOI\ '" the Lullle concenlration of N'-nitl'osonurm
coone :'-l)-..r..)) and N)-..,\I, I hl' LeJ.llcl:om We'-~ "atlSti_ 
«JI> >Jgmficdnt excepc tm "'INX in C\!lLci ~rm, me" (I' 

(U17)_ 

0"e1'01i cro\'I11, "nd "'l1hrir.",",,1 ,Core, decreosed mw 

Ihe 1 week; in all glOUp_'. "ilh no niffttcme, between 
Ihe F"~"P'- C'notIJLllUU> av,linence rote, O"CI' 'k 4 
"e,tment week, ,.orion from J3'~ (I"boko) to ~'~'J;, 

(('.uud Snu,), 1'''0 "eel" a:ter the trcatn,enl enJed, 
:,9'\, 01 the T,hob group, ;7-Ji o[ the C::"m~1 Sn,,, fto«P 
ar,d :;~% of the ,,,c0tin~ ~J'01,p M'Ie nul ,mo;dng, hllt 

the,,-' pCI"'Hl""e, Jwpped tn 2'l,{" ~l% 'nd ~IJ'," re'pee
!:vely ,lte)' te'" ,",wks o[ wmplele absdnenco_ 0110 po"i
ble rea,on loe the proc'l"IOll< dwp 1Il lr.e ,moke Ir,'~ 

I)e"«'lll,'gc> w,,; Lhe ind,tence on Ob""1OI\C" "[ler 'I 
weeks, 
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Thele were mh~,- inte,-e,"'n~ "pee,> nl thIS ,,-11<j,.. Ilw 
l'aboh glOlll' ,rnokcel ,igrllflcanll), mure :hdn tho,e 
"'"lg nkntine nr (",moi S""5, It JS 1!C',,,hic th"\ hboL, 
wh"h hod very low noc()tin~ level<. <imply dLdn't <81,,1)' 
,woke,';, 

A IBnl ~t 1,1 "9 ,01ok,'1" 1 e,pOlld~d t~ ad" "'JScments 
[or l!:ce >tuel), Accorumg 10 the researcher" 800 "were 
,ble tu be rC8clwd and wCIe >u~Cllt'd uvCr (he Ide
phone," end ~29 qualihed and wo]'o iotNc",ed III 1""ti"
pal;ng, AllulheI 212 ellel nul ,how up lur the 
orJcnt~tion, Ille <\tTl'iti~n elid,,'t sre,1' lhe,e, 211 ,mohr> 
were enrolled ill the -,tudy but "nly B(l vme r,ndo· 
!nlLeJ lo one of the Ihree gruup" ILL'l 30 pMlicipanb 
completed the ~_w,'ok trcorm"nt perjod and \he On(-
"eek lral1-'ltion 1o ab,\lllence. 

llLeb" nwnl,er; ,"VtCSCnl u"e o[ llLC j,lgge'. challenge, 
of dinical trio I" e'peciolly in the tield oj r.sk), b,'h"iQ" 
hke ,rrwl,ing, l'lle &0 paIllc.panl, \\'~o wm?let~d the 

'teedy I C'!"c,~nt only 6.n, of ti,e sn,ok"" "he, 0fl~m,,1l) 
re'ponded, ;0 lh)' are on <'pecioll)' motiv8ted ~l oup. 
'l'h,el h> kon unt oj the prublcrm "ilh 4u~I-'nwkiJ'5 
'nak It i, lInpo",hle to gcn(']',bc ,he", ,'("J:; kc,,,,;c' 
the ,ublecl, are almu,l alway, deLyed h'om a r.lg,':ly 

'ekclCelI'Op<>l,"iun (b\ "1101 repre>enlali,'c of ,mohel-" 
in gen~rol ,,,)1 

In 2011 Ku:,ell el ai, reporled the efie,(, ut ",""eabh

,\)'Ie" ""l5 ,""'" L In;' l\JtO\J['C' IO£Cllgo Ull dda)' of 
.,mokmg and cravmg reduction omollg Jo ,meke)'; u,in~ 

fuur dUllble-bfmcl plaeebo-wnlrolleu ,e"wm ':;81 The 
il1w<tlW,tOr8. who condLlctod th,' ,mdy at 0"1ho,,,,0 
CniYersit)' in. lIalih" No,,, Scotia. r'ported that """ 
d,'I"),U\100 Llr~~ t" 'l1)~ko <,nd Sll('prcN'd ",,,,)j,g unly 

In the eIght mell in the 'ludy, bi't thot "lU' ",os ,"nked 
a, the leo>l prefeIle<ll'ruduc'. 

Alrhml1" the Invr'''iprM' <lCkI1~wh'dgd rlw :"'p,.-t 
on 'moking and CTO\"mg, the)' belie,"ed thot 'th~ "hero 
pt'ulic l'olcIllial uf [:;"",",h-;lrfe ,m:>[ nu) bt llmileel 
h)' ," oceeptabdir),.' However, "here ore '011)0 ele,',cn!., 
of thei,' prowcollhal rnav explaLII partLcIpont< didike of 
tile 1"'Odll('[);. r11"', <uiliort' "wcre 'ohj tJlO prud,,,(; Ina) 
con"in ,om< of the .ng,ed,en" commoLlI,. tond 111 

cig,nH(e, 1< g, leu ~ITlITWnla, cdbun monoxIde, 
memhol, ",eotine, 'UC1~'C, otq." It:\ ""ek" Iww the 
lm-e"igato," c{)mIT.unocoted chat non combudhle pm· 
Jllcl, wnu';'lld "lar" amI ",--,,,bon r'LollmJde," bn these 
,c,n'mr·ot likely ,!teeled plodur ,allngs, ,,'cnod, 
alchough the ;Ub,<ct of t~t paper wa, Swedi,h ,nu" the 

~,,'e'lJg,\lO" picked ~ k""d IMde ill llcllIm"k liJ>kaJ 
of much more popula], and ,ucce"f,,1 ~wed"h pro<j",,,. 
Fmally, the ?refereme rating; Wel< plObabh' afiectEd by 

tlK f&Cl tb", rlw ,nus "." ""flaYore(;, whttco> the rliW
tine loz"n~e "'" 11""red ,,'it,. minL 

In ",mmar), lhe >cud)' b)' Barrett et aL showed that 
'nll' "I"~Y h>w ,mnc the)'.)p~"'ie P":l'nt;al [ell l'WSC 

ottcmpt"'~ to q,,1t 'moklng," bllt ,t "d> Jc,igned i" a 
mdnne. Ihal portrayed a "ery negat:v~ vicw of it< 
,l(cept<hil:1;\" 

In 201; O'Connor 01 al reported ,he t~,,,ll> uf a 2008 
,.ml'ling 'I~d) of Camd ,nIL>, ;;iarlboro 'llU.<, ~ton"wall 
dissolv,)'I" p,'lIet< .nel Cnmm;\ mcolmt' l,,"enge, among 
S~ ,moke" not int<resced iu qll.ttin" 44 01 ""'10m COll)
I'ktd tho Cllllrt ;bJ" [S'l1- Afler all product, wele 
."01rl"d, 4'i~', of l'ortlcil""'S cho;c CurlJmil, folio"eu b~ 
~larlbuw i29'lf.), Camel (J 1%1 and Stonew,11 (12'",), WItJl 
00% 'eli Or ,omewh,'1 He' 10 prrc.h""e their prelelled 
prodllcl in Ihe next yo". (~'C]' th,' '(\"CII-,)") trial pMe. 
c;gd[elle Cm>Llmplion decre,o;ea from II R to ~.~ per 
.loy wilJie' l;oe of lbe o\hol pw(bd> wa, wmtant or 1,.7 
"nit.> per doy, Thi, w" accomp,nied hr' c\cclJ!le ;" 
e;J"Jd wrboll lIwllo;u,)e, 

rk<pile be,o I;ndin~<, Cn~onnM ct ,JI m"ek ,orne 
'eft' negabe conciu'lOm: "Ilowever. w,' ~hserwel no 
[I ",' 'WJ1t)Ullg (: c, abd,n<ioIllllg c{:arell<s!, e\'en rnough 
'mlokele"j .nd [Llicotine l~pl,cemcn'J rIOJbCL; \H'le 
prumled wllhom cmL lL b ,lea, tb, ,impl," inlorming 
<Illoh'r,; ~f rk lowol fisk ""d !-,WV,JiEg pweluct, i, not 
going to r",ult ;n moiO! immediate <hirr< to ,m"ke1c8, 
all('mall'c" In Ihe ab,ence uf >ome ,igniiicant mcemive" 
it ;., unlikel), thot into] m,lion """,naJbn< .Julle woulel 
l<au lu m'gr~liun from u,< of clg,relle, tm,·,,<1 k" 
h",.u<iou; "icOline 'U~IC," dnlOng l-nited Scatf'< 
,moke" " 

lL b c:nciear how O'Connor et ,I ~en~roli7"d th~ 

ro;"lts 1m'" 44 ,,,I»)('ct, in Buffalu. -", to all_"ner:c,n 
,moker, fmthermore, olthou~h t"" "',,,on< "pr,'senle(! 
;"fom,MJOJ> "\>0"\ (he rclal;,'" ,i,b o[ ST ~nd nimble 
rep]acemenc products comp",,'<1 'D e<£''''('\\C's lU pwvlue 
a healLh ra,iur.al< [or comiderillg t~.e<c pmdlJ(t,." 
,Itern"uw,: rhe p'per d,,1 no( <h,du>e (he dela], ab()ll( 
the extent ,nd tone 01 the :nlorlmhon. w'1ICh \!la\' 1",\" 
pL,yed an :mporl:mt role In the re.,ul" Twemy_Ih]'C'c of 
the <llhjorl' wc:'c wnme", who <n.l, [,"I'e hou ~ pre
H"ting bio, against ST.In oddition, 2:, ha<1 ,iJea(ly 
",oel ph,\\']Jl"ee(!ut.\[ IJiC01111C "hich may parti,lly 
exploir. the ~rel~rence lor C--:o01mit 

O'CuElnor et 01 provIded £ v"luohlc 1'l<'lJn, ", ,(he 
greater lh ro.nge uf produc(, otfered, the gee'.tc]' 1'10 

pr"I'",'tlOI) of '""'kcr; who ma, linel a product they ,ee 
a., a vbbl" ,ub,tilute for c.goret'"<, Th" 18 C0n;i>lCnl 
wllh the buu) o[ hle,"lure [or{!lnol referenc~' om"l~d [ 
'ug~e','ng Iloot ,moh',,' ,,,,,;,'d ,'OactlUll> lu JiffeIem 
plOd~cl' may be ,niormotive in Iholmel",s. IN~,ljng a 
'salIll'll!\@' cpproach m.\) allow ,mok<r.' to tind '" 
'ppe,lin~ ,11~mative p1'Od"ct I., "Ig"'~\l"': 

D. American Survey E"id~n<e 
In 2{){)B Rodu "nd Pr.illip< pm'4<1cd the fJISl po~:uauun
level ",iuence that _American me~ ha\"~ qlllt smok:JJe I,y 
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", ;1C),Jjjg (0 $'j [6f1 I, l""jHg d,'l~ I:um lhe 2000 MllS, 
which th~ CDC me, to e,tLm,te 'Lnoking pr~""lence in 
the 1",' ,S" FoJLl anu PhillLp, ",(imdld Lho! 309.000 Amer
:c.'" """ie ,""oKors h~d tCion t" «weh tu 8 I ~u'li* their 
Ln'''( recent qUlt "lempt, and ~3% (2d,GOO. termed 
",Ilchr,) wm; {u[Oner 'IllulcT> ~t Ihe ume of the 'WW), 

ropre"'nting the hLghe<t pl'OpMt:~n 01 'llcce~<e, 'lnong 
all meth()d" In compari,on tr_e nicotine ratch wa> med 
1)' m ,,,llln,,lcc\ 2,9 J)ulliu!L mm m Ihm ILlool reunt ,!eil 
att~mpt, but onl-r 1'>9'-, were tormer <moko" "r he llme 
of U:€ ,un e) Oithe %1.00Q men "ho hdd med nic.otllle 
gllJll, J4'~ k"~"'t hmC! ,muh'!>, U[ Ih ~8_00D men 
who u,~d the nlc()tme inl-.oler, 2S~, quit <ucc.,,<full)'_ 
-"Iune of the e>l:.ruled H_OOD lTIen who had tned the 
nk~t;n,' ",,,I ,Pt"Y horO'M tOrt""]' ,",oke" 

Rodu and PhLillp" ,howed that <witching to ST com 
1'"'0' I'UY [,";01"1.1,- w;th I'no,.","cc,,(icai n;WliEL" ,c; ~ 
gULt _'moklng",~ 'mon~ Amelicon men, d"l"t~ tho ",cr 
that few ,moker, kno" ,nat ,he ;",itch plOviae> alm",t 
;,11 ,d the 1""Ith hoo.,n" "f mml'kr,' t"h~,-,-" .J."J"o"<'C' 
Th~ ,-~<~It, of thi, <Iud" ,~ow thot THR i< a vi,~le ce, 
,"uon uplwn fQr American ,moher;, 

Tn '!il<l9 Rienor ,n" Bn~cll repnrtrri the "0"*' Irn!)1 

the 200~ 2D07 hldiana Addt Tob,cco SUl'wy th,t had 
irnpliralIO<L' foJ 'J)-Ill [1,1_, IF,lianol'OiJ, bd "'noel d> a 
to,t mocht 01 ~w~d"h ,tyl,' _<111" hy the t".o IOI'gc", 
Amelican dgol'etle manufacture"" In 2()()~ Ph;!Jp ~Ioni, 
I,,,,[),h,j,, rost m",-j(N the)',' (o! 'I'"hul", SI"" ~in :~fl08 II 
"" d"cont.llued ","_ell M"lhmo <nll' wo" hUllched) Tn 
200~ ind,alupou, W<I> one 0' ,evehd e_'p',mion market, 
1m RJ Reynold,' C,,"C' SnllG; th,t p"o,j"" w"nt On to 
notlOnal d:'tribll(lOn in 200~ 

!1ICHO! ,md Hogcn J opolLed ~h,'1 al][Jc"( 'Wx, uf ,urv~y 
lo,ponden!> tbouHho<It Tn""n" ',-010 ",.",'e 01 <111l<. 
Awarene» among ,muler, ,'alewiJe "'a> ';1~. "h;ch 
wa< 4,0 t,mes hl"l"" th,,, "-W""'MSS ""'0''[. "UI1-
""oice,,_ 
_\"J.fC!l~» J.fIWhg rc>ponchll> in cenlral1nuialld ',I~, 

"'0Hn" 1n,ji"n'poli" "'" £9~ __ \<f",c "np",,,,ltl),, ,b~l)t 
Mlt of male ;mohr> in central Indiana had heal'd 

ai>oLC( ;'Ill' ""d ill'); h"d 1",'d i1. ill:,:, ",i<lCllC{' tiLdt 
?hl:,P MOl'm ,nd Reynold, wore "'e,elln!, 0""" male 
'IT.uh" in (hei, [e;I-marh, c.\mpaigm, anu Ir.allhe 
man lll"n We"> ,,,"'c' f." eli ",C< ~"(lll 

llLcno,- ,nd llngen ,1'0 reported th,t ",k perCl'ption 
pb)ed an ~n~ur!a"-I role m getling people to!r) ,nu,_ 
j{csFUfJ(knl' who conenly kl_l'l'clllL"t 8j" '0" 
h"mhll than elgalet",_, "ere ,]mo" four dme, a, likel.,. 
10 In' ,TIll> ", dw,e "ho beheveu (he ffil>infurmaliun 
"bout the dl(~c,'e"lI.,1 Mh I",nfo",w,lltl,-, l),'" stndy 
reveoled that R~% of 011 re'pondent, incOlTertly beli"v~d 
(lull,l ",a, "l.>1 '" c\J.ngew"> a, c:gareLle" 

Hj,'''er ,wei f),,~on "'~~,, '''''''' p,'ree'ptivc e""'Olen" on 
m< ,"2 ,tate of 'L11oker mi,inf()rmotio~, 

P'go 13 or <2 

"Hull, m,uhling and hea!!h eJmatlOn .n~"age, 
,hn~ld iLlclude the intorm,don that 01: '01",«'0 plOdllcb 
are r.a,ml:.J anJ that J.b'll~ence fWL11 all tohoccn pro
d'Kt' j, tho must hc"ll),ful chulce, At Ih" ,~me rime, 
,implY "-ring thot ST " 'not "Ie' ., nM 0 ,,,fficJCll( 

,lance fur pu11K heallh cummt;nicalion" There i, a 
r~('og"L7rd contll::nlln ell ]',<k olnog "hidl ;-anOll> 
tobac", plOdllCl, ,-on be placed, wi"h low_nitro,"""nC 
~1' I'w{hcl> mll~h luwer U:J Ihe ri,L LOnt:nuum than 
cOLllb,I"ihle t0baccn, altho"Hh ir" nnt h"''''h> lle,i,
mg an ellKlI"e way to Inform the publlc abollt the con
liIlU',J[[ ,hullid :,<; "n impO!ldn! re,earch prior,!)-, ,_< 
currently comume" are woefully '"Cor<wt HI cbw 
""e"menl, of rd"l';-e rbk of ;-~n()m tohacco prodll,""_ 
Thi, <<<Lto 01 ,tfail' c~llid ]"'Sl,1t in pcupk c\,'ciding not 
to giy, up "nwl;ing in fav()]' ot 0 prod\lct lower e,,, tilc 

"bk ("mUll"''') b('c""s~ ,110,' ~"u.me Lha! all tobocco 
I}]ociucr< ore equolly hall11tul." 

E. SummMy 
Th,'re i, ext,'nm-~ rc,~",'ch e,o~c"e~ tleal ~1 u,e ha, 
been 0 key tact()]' In ilie dedm:ng r,t~< 0' ,moklnl' dlel 
or 'o\OUng-rcJ"r"<i elise,b"S ill :;"""en, WhJe It connot 
he pro'-~n t"-ot the ovaihbli;tr· ~I ST 'I<'o"ld £educe 
'mohrrg preyal,,"-ce in other countri." rhe por~l1t'"1 
p"p"l,nn:l T1O"lrl, bonot;" N S'I' rue' f.u greater than the 
potemi,1 ri,.,_ Thi, make, "he conMnrled pruhil>,lirm u1 
o I' i,,- cigarelle-uurrunaal market> ~n Ul",,-<t,ioahlc and 
cm'"t~ll,rodll'tiw pllhlic he,lth ,kb,wk. 

V. ST Use Is Not a Gateway to Smoking 
A. Evidence lrom Sweden 
1n ~DOG l(ud" and GuJ,hall re'-,ewed the p<lhli<hd <m_ 

dl~' Irom >woMn ~ocn",c",;ng lhdl ,'lere " no e\i
denee that ST is 0 gote""" to _<",,,king, C';)C~id:J)' 

,,"nong ,"olllh [ii, ]')-1, "a, cunhnned.n a 200B _<tlldy 01 
\000 adole<cellts Ir~m th,' Stnckk,lm ",ca b) G,Janli el 
d_ r(,~1 They iomd t!-.ot "the maioritl or tohM"" q",'., 
(70S', "al'ted by '"JolulJe r;~,ucll~'" and "the pwpor 
tLon ot adol~'cent _<moi;inH p,cnlrl),-C ""tJT)llld1k lu" 
potentL'] in,'lld>m died of 'L1~,' L< like'" "mIL'-

!n lOO~_ ,J", l-l"~~""1) Comw,,"wn-, :icienufic COLn
m<ttee on Imer¢ng ,nd ","wI,- Jd~ntilicn He.~th Kilk, 
conc;ll<led tbl "Iroe S"edi,h doto, _do "<1t "'JlPMr th,' 
h"llO,h."i' "h,,-__ ,",:< is , gateway 10 f~(ur~ 'mokmg: 
- j,1-

S_ EVldenco from the U_S 

Opponent< of THR in the 1. _S h,iLf'W -Int 1, w,Tllc'"<l Ic' 
illcr(',c;ed ,conage 51 usc'. wluch "ill functwn a, 0 "pte 

".",'" to "nok.ng 'to:,1 Tt b, ken Ob'cl'cc\lhlleen
'gel" who u,e ST ae more likel,- than noo_",,'!' lo 
,.lkeg.',,,n!ly smuke [64-6,:, lkl a du,e exammatioll ot 

the ('v;"enc~ >rlf'e,e_<t; onl)' th.t S';' "'" IS one uf ,ev"cal 
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',dw'ior; a>s"c;,Mc\ with ,mok.ng, nM Ihat It Icon, 10 
'moking 

In the U,S .. curlwrrulanl '~'C uf ciga,c\!c, is "<'IOJM)) 
among S')' U,N, ,1>91 (dld ,;<,' ""II 1)0 cm-ered .Ll ~ec 
dOll \1/_ I !owe"er, in'e"igalQl~ Lve Iwl [ulLad ere<liblc 
e",ueme lhal ~l' usc lS" g1<t,''''".I" tn smoking ""'ong 
I\n'~]'ie'n ]-"\:th_ In 2003 Ko"I""'_dd et,l anal,-""d data 
from the ln7 ~I !I~ ,ur;-e), dnd wnduJed Ihol lhe'te' 

""" hal" c,i,\cnee' Ih"t S I "'c """J' got~""'r to <mok
mg_ heeau", the mOjotit'( of <;T u"'''' had n",er smukeJ 
01 had ,mokeJ dgMelk> p1iur 10 ,~'ing S';- ~~U:, 

'lh" bdi,,1 lilM S')' JS.\ gatcw,)' Co <mnkinr, i< h,,~d 
",ainly on two longitl'dinal >ludie, comp.mng ,,,b,e

,<uen! ,moking "rrlOng aduLce'lIl~)' "St'" alJ(l ,,"n
\'S,','; h8,"11_ The til''' ,tudy ,·;hich med the !QS9 
Teenage A,ti!ucie_, .md PradIC", ~:.lH'e" and 11, !~9J Sul
lu,,-ul-', foann tl,.,t ),0"0", l1"h wh" L"cd ST wcro <Lg 
nii.c,nriy mo,-e likely to haw become ,mohr, a! 
follow-up than nUrl-l\,,,,, ul luoacw (UR ~ J_c;, CI : l_~ 

- 6_5) 16HJ_ Howewr ,,,,h,oquenl "n'!r'" revealed t!".ot 
the earlie'- ,Iudr did nm ta"e imo Kco"n! wdl-knu"n 
~,)'chu,ocJal prcJ.idur> uf >lllui<mg i,uCaljoJ\ 11, •• \ "eI" 
,n thc TAPS, incillding expe, LL11eLlting w,til 'L11okmg, 
helnw ,,-erage _,,-huul performance, IWlL>eholJ member 

'TIloking, dopll',,"'e '},"'ptn,,,", flgknF ,nn mnt"'cyelo 
t'Ldmg )2J_ Inclmion 01 th,_<e '-ar.ohle, mc" a multl"!!
ote model reduc"J the oJu, !dUU o[ ,TIlolillg aII,ung 

IlWI!.\! 5'!' "'c," to '_7, which """ nM ",t",kall,. 'i~ 
nihcant_ The inw't:~at()l_' concluded ,h,t the "adier 
"ana!,.", ,houk1 nol1e u,eel ,I> rctooic "mien",' lilal SJ 
,nay tr , ,tortcr pl~n\lcl tor cigocet'-ce' ,. 

The ,",und ,!:.tJ) lu:mJ Ihal 7"' .mu 'J,l. grade >cu

denl' who haJ ~,"d ~'l (ill Ihe l-'"'t ~\O d"l':' .,-,'CC "'o,c 
l.kcl~[ Ih,n nonmer., tD be _mnk.Llg tv,o ""ar> later ,:OR 
- 2.6, 9,,% CJ - 1.~ - 1',01, ,sler currlwlimg [01 >mukmg 

b) lamil)' dnd [1;,'W)" luI" ~\.\(k', "koho! "'" .,nc\ deVL_ 
81" hoh,v10r -~Il Il()w,Y€r, Timberlal,e"1 oi, 1~31 ha"" 
ob,erved ,h,\l Iegre»;un ,mal),'J> m"y not .,Jc'-1"atd), 
C,)"t,'nl fM il11habllC~_' in co,"",;ate di,lnhutLon, ~etwf"<'n 
ST me" ond nOLlU,'"", Th"y anah'zeJ dal" [rom Ihe 
NalLurwilurrgiluJmal >Iu<l)' of Adu]e,ecul HC:J1!L "~ftc')' 

1"'OI"'n<:ly ",ore l11atchm~ ond tmlLld thot aciok<cent ST 
u", ''"' not a,;ocidled ,dr . .In increa>ecl r"1. 01 >mok
;ng m hler "c\uk,"""cc 0, )'OW)~ "dulth"od I~:;J, 

In '!Olio O',,,,nl1or et 01 examined dota from the 2000 

~otional I !omec.old ~E'Ve,. un J)mg Abu>" iu Jclcr
[J1jjJC' ;[ S l ,"" lod tn 1I1lnklll;;_ They do,cnhcd the 
""poc. DI ~T ll<e on _<~b,,~~ent c1gorette ,moldng 
inili.ilion", "rrlln;'m"l al be>1 ajJ(! Iiley cOllehulcd tlW 

\bc assuel.l(Lnn "t S'I' "'" .l1\,1 ,mokin~ <~cn in other 
rep~rt< "" likely a manile_<ration of d~ol eXFerimentaLon 
ralher tLln ~ ,~U,"[ rdaliomlcil':- 1741 

I'L )0]11 R"d" .lnd Colc Inw".g,,~d thc Plte"""Y i"uo 
hy anah7ing dora I'-~m me 2003-05-G~ Kation.u Sun'e)' 

on Dmg U,e and J !"a;,h, which a_'ked ,urvey portiei 

pant; al "tal oS,' Il"'~ ,,>cd ug",dlc> ur >mokde» fur 
thr fll'st nmc :~-"I U,ing thi< intorm~tI"", R,'d" ")),1 
Cole cla"liLed parliClpanl; '" cipr"tte InItiator>, ST 
m~lialu", VI hoth_ 'old they c\c\c!Iuin"tllhe pre"alence 
of c<mont ,mol;in~ amon~ the,e ~rOl[p, "t Ihc tinw nf 
the sur"e), The anal.,,", were Ie,lric!eu!o ",!-.ite men 

ogc 18 y,'''''' or OVN 'nd whito hoy aged 16 lu 17 
yean., which are the group' mo,t likeiy ill have u~ ST_ 

The pre, alene" 01 "mULL >molirrg otllWn,g ",Iu!e men 
wllo wc,'e (1~arotte il1lti,lors 'ms {y,_ I" compansun, 
,he pr<valence of ,moking .unong ST initiato" """' only 
28'Ji, wbelL wa' 'l£Hwc.mll, lower (rrc"tlmue r<-.llU, rR 
_ II_RIl. n _ ,) r _ (I ~4/_ The ,'o,ultl tor I>oys ,,"cre ,WI' 

dearer. Cl:nenl ,nwklfIg ""lOng cig>retle imti.ltor., "" 
4:;~,_ h'lt only 18'1, ot ST IIlitiot0r< <,"ok,,,] I},h ""CO,,, 
th,t ~ov_< who hod "aned wLtn <;T we,e Ie" Ibn !dt 
a> Hel)' !u be ,muhllf at the lime of lhe ,ur",,), II'R -
,),4:), CI _IU~ _ O_,2j 

Rodu and Coie conduJ"J !ha! "ST u,e hos plav.-d VOl 
l'-'''ll, 110 rok in >rrJOI"n~ ;on;"liu)l "lLlOng \\'ble men 
<lnd hn]-"" Ihe dCL11ogrophic gmup' amDn~ which ST ll'<' 
L, mo,t prev.\[enL fhere i, eVIdence that, compored 

,'jill '-:g,fcttC JI"tht01<, ST inlt"tOt" orc "&",r~cdmly 
1o" likely to 'mnk< Thb ,ugge_<t' thot ST 111"y plo,. a 
pm!ecti\ e rule." 

iJc'p'te th." I"cpo,-,neronce of Iho o,"ldcl1,o, cla;,"s of, 
gat"",·oy ,Hect pe"bt, "hich ~rompted OTonnor et 01. 
lo nule ill 2UO~, "Conllilucd C~""WE of Ihe I"~um reJ~c
linnJ ""'0 hasr-d on claim, th,t ST cor. c.m,' <m0I(l1",r, 
,eem" 10 u>. lu b~ an ur.dhicrli vlOl~ILon u1 ,he hurrull 
fJgb\ \u h"n,'sr. health_]'l'!ev'nl mfOI'nMliC'" I~+J 

C. Summary 

U "HOW ""ohshd ,h.lt ST "'" " '\01 ., ~alC"") CU 
'11l~1@~ .n Sweden, nor in the]}oS. In I,et, Iho]'e i< ""_ 
Jence lhal Ihe urr0>Jlc is 1",": 51 :L>eI> m~) pl.!)' " 
;)cotcctiw l'ok "7<0111<1 <llh<cq"cnt c,~""'"'' "mck, "g_ 

Vl. Dua! Use of ST and Cigarettes 
ilL" I "", " Ihe ohieet <)1 pen,i,tent compial11m h~/ npp,,_ 
nen!, of TIIR. .'-ur <_,-ample, ~l 2002 lienpjngileld et a!. 
t\C';cfJk(IIII,' 7],,'oro,,0,1 ,dwr«' cnn'~q"c'n"c> u1 Jual 
L"C [';61_ Do<pite Ihell- concern" they acknowlon~cd th'l 
''The,e "re 'irluali) no data Ihl curre::rU)' ex"" ore lh 
>.liC'l)' of ",ell ,>s" or the' d~r:;ro,' tn ",I1Jch sudL usc WLll 
to,",- th perpetuation of ,mokIng or cont1 Lbute to 
r"Juced uverail >mukmg .. lh i»ue "armr." furlher 

'lLCd)': 

A, Eviden<e 

In NJ(I \ll.\! """)' "-,,, (~mple,cd by fro<l-pj1lc(L, n"1. 
who reviewed 1 ~ ~ubli;hed re,earch ",;die, ,hot ha~ 

dalO un the ':.call'L fisk, fron, (Iu.,l ,~"" ;cr>~, Ihu>e frum 



"nok;n~ 177J. L',,<'_Pino~<, ,,\~ rollc">,,c; cMd"dc that 
"",there are not "-11) ~niq"e htoilh ri,b ",.odoted with 
clual u>" o[ ~l pru(ludS and CJ&ardlCs. wluch aLe ,wi 
"nt;c'l"t~d or nh<Nwd /rom cig'l'ctto ,moklllg alonc." 
The author, lurlher cumment"d (hal ",ome d~u inJi
C,,," th,\\ thc ,;,ks uf <lel,,1 usc ,H'(' low,'r than lhose' uf 
exdu,,,,e <mokmg." 

Fru,l-l'inecla d al, abu rc,i""'t'J longliuwnal ,lu,lle , 
'n tl,e t.S, ""n $w('Mn to n-orormi;\,' If dl),,1 usc", il,HI 
o dJf'ferent tralector" of tobocm me ,nd ce."oti"" than 
lhal o[ exclu>;,'c ;!)lukc", A ~002 >luJ)' by Weller d 
al. IOLlIlrl to" 11\, 01 d"ol ,,<cr, wcrc toha,,'o-"bstJ
n"lU after 1 )'ear; of follow-i\?, cumpdred "ith 1(,'1(; of 
nd">l'" 'Uluk,'!, _69j. He'""",,,,, ~O'~ u[ ".cch,i," 
"'-lOker, were ,UI 'm~killg ,t th 4 ),e" lollow llP, 
while only 27"0 o[ ,hal u,er; 'Hie ,muking; 1':1 were 

still 0",1 ",,'''' ono 17'" worc cw],,«yc ,m"kdoss 
~,e". 

\ "rV >imilar ",,>cUl> IUlVe Lc~'Il r"pOlled In lungll~wIkJ 

<tndL~' 01 d"oill"" in Sweden. ror ~xomple, Rodn ct 
al. repur<eJ the lullow-up tobacco ;tat", of men 111 
IWL(hull ~w"dcn ",hu ''''l'' dhcL cLg"rcll,' MIwk"r> ur 
dual U","l, when th", enroll..d in "pDpulotLnn h"ed opi 
demiologlcal ,lui) !~8l- Among e.,elml\e ,nwkel, lul
lowNl lor , .c"" ('Y% weO'e "ill 'm~h'g, ~',~ w~"" ,j",1 
mer.', 7% u,ed <;T, and l~% wer~ ",h,,-,o Iree; th~ 

r~>peCll\e percenldg'" "mong (hJ u,er> "ere G%, 02%, 
24% and lH,\, 1 '91 Among smoker< tollm,'cd lot, ~ 

"ean" 51% were ,[Jl 'l110klllg, 10'" wtre duol u,e"-<, 16% 
",,~l ~l, -'11,145', were' lubrlcCU [re,', Ihe r"'pC"I"" pcr
centage< omong dual m~" were 4%, 44','" 41% ,nd 1 F{,. 
_\IILU!'~ ,IILuh" Ioliu",ecl [ur 13 )'~ar" '16% we,e ,UI 
smok."~, 7,\, wer,' d1l31 llSC"" n',~ lJsc,j S I', "MI 1(,'," 
wele tohacco free, the r~'p~('ti;'e percentage, among 
,h,I'_'l'" "ct(' ~'", ))%, 60~", dll,\ 9"'0 
r,~" ct 01. concilldcd th", ,'ltlwllgl, d",1 h'~I'S ,,,' 

Ie» ILkel" lhan exclUSOH -<mol,e" t() be completely 
tob"c(O ,hst,n('M.lt f"lIow-"I'.II",)' <ltl' nH!ci> b, nell' 
to he ,moklllf!-

E, Summo'Y 
[n lollow·up ,(udies, dl',1 ",er, ore I", likel), thon 

ndu,l;-e >muhr> lo ",hie\e complele lODacco ab'\l
none,', hilt tlwy ",'0 also less l;k,'I~' 10 :)c ;",,'klng, fuJ
low-"p ,tudt<, al,o sugge" thot th~ h.,lth ri,k, l['Om 

JLCa! u>c '"-~ luwer llWl (hu," [rum nelm:"e ,molmg, 

VII. Electronic Cigarettes (E-cigarettesj 
A.lntrodu,tion 
F rigo]'<'/te, ,re. hotto')"l'owcren d",-icc, (h", v"pMi'" • 
mixtm', "f water, ~]'()p"lene glycol, nicot;ne and 'I,VOl 
!Ilg> rlcey arc' .,cllvaled when ll.e u,er ld"le, lhruugh 
the morthpioce 01 ~.,~ d",-,cc To <I"t", most c_cigalcttc, 
and "'~':illl'e, are manuiactUlea 'n China. 

1',-Clrol'ctt('S h"\'(' 1"'00 solo on elw '\mcriCdrL market 
£01 ,everal yeo". In 2008 "llJ 2009, th U S Food ond 
llrug Adllli:li>lrdlwn (H),\,i dcl"llled ,lupmenl; be;ng 
Importcd "1' tv,.~ Amo]'ic," dl<tr;hl:toJ". S,ook'ng [I'<'I)

"here and t-:jOY, un ,he gruund, that the item, were 
lUlal'l'fOw<l dlllg-ddJVc,y (b',ce;, lh~ Jl,lnbulor, liled 
o bw,uit in tederol di,tnct court, ,nd in J"ollary :/(n (I 

JllJge 11.Jd\Md J, Leun nucJ lhallhe ~DA do", not haw 
tho .HnhoJ')ty ru cc'["datc c-oiW\fCl"" in lh.l manner 
180', Judge Leon OldeL'ed th,t "the FDA ,h,1I "ot dctall1 
or rdu>~ .,,)lnl,,iUll m(u Ihe lnik,' ~lale> uf ISm{)l,ing 

Fwcywlwre', "I)n hi 0) ,J olcaron 'c CJ~"Clk !,w,lucl> 
un the ground that lho" PWdi'ct, ore unoppl'Oved 
tin",,>, tie".,">, ur clJ:l!g-(h-JCl' combinalIOn>:' 

The jud~e Im:nd thot the 211119 "T"h,eco lIn "prlks 
to 'tub"ccu product,,' whIch Cong=es, defLned e,pan 
,>lwl)' " '.;oy pmnllcr m.dc M d"t,,,,,o (I'on lub<.,~o 
thot., ;ntended for human ('om~mption'.J,on~t'c" 
eIl"UeJ the 'loLauu Ad lo confer fDA JumdicLon 
OWl' 'n)' tol","eo pr~d'Ict whother ",d,M",1 0) Mt

t'.at" ,old for c",tomar), recreat:onol u'e,"' oppo<ed 
10 lhc[apc"li~ U>C', ,\, ouch, Ihe lUDauo Acl m dfeci, 
,elv«"< on implicio: ,cknowledgment h,' ("ollgr~ss tlut 
fDA'> l~mdlcliun over Jr,,-&, ,UlJ Jevice, doe, not, ,nd 
,,,'vcr did, ("<:tcno to toi),cco p.-od"n" I;~c declrunic 
cigarette" th,t "~mar~eted in cu>tomo,y h<hlon fOt, 

pcrel) recre.\liQJ1al pur!,u,e,,' 
riooing th,t c_ciprctt<'.<, ilko oil mb."", pWI!UC\>, "-'0 

,ubiect to FDA o,"",igr.t but Jail out"j, 01 hoth d],ll~ 

anJ ,hice categor;Ldl;u'4 I~Jge Leun ch,\l:a,,"nLed the 
FDA', 'ltempt to 'Wi)' phal moe'''t,,'"1 ",,,d" 1'(" t~ e
ugardle, '" 'buoblcapprng run amuck.' 

I'he I'P/I f,]cn '0 'ppe,l, "J1~ jn Janaa,)' lOll "11 
'FP,lbte C(\Ult "tRL1n~d jud~e leon', dNi,ion l'cqllirLll" 
lhe H)A lU reg"lalc ,'-cigdI('llc> ~, luLacco ~ro,iuc(" 
roth,',. tlull " d I'l:g. d~ilwry devk". (hl '~I,,:J :'.5 nil. 1 
the FDA "ccepted tC.e oppellate LU,ing. In an opell letter 
!,,,bli;l;ed on the "g<'nq'; V"d"M. ']'ubacco Cenler 
Diloctor J awronc~ R De)~on ond Dr"f- Center f)lrcctor 
J~nel WouJcock dcLno"ledged ihal e-ug"rette, 01''' 
tobocco prOdllCC;; "nn WOllin he ",bi,'ct lo ,c~LJalluh> 
under the 2009 Tohacco Aet IRI I. 

'ihe H),\ tleu>IOr. Wd> a "itlury un ,""enJ counl, ['" 
'\'Mric," ,m~k"O', ,nd 1M p1:hlk he,lth. 1,£>1. lk IDA 
demion b'Uarolltee.' that e cigorettes, wC.k". h,w holpco 
mdrL) >muke''' 4'~\ ",ill remaul on ihe market. Sewnd, 
rhe Dq~on \,rooGco,k letter illdic,ted th,r rD-I Icgll18_ 
twn of e-ugare,,", 1',.;11 ,ubiecl th,m "to gelled con 

LEU;" ,uch ~> lcgi'lrdion, !,,,,ducl li,tmg. ingred:en\ 
li"ing, good m'nutacturin~ proc::ke regUlr~mcnr.', "'G)' 
lee, tor cerwin product., and the "dulterat,on ond ml, 

hralJ(\mf, ~ro\';',uns, ," "dl dS I" l:L" prcrnarhl reVle" 
requirement< lor 'new tohoceo product<' ,,,d 'mndlncd 
mk lobacco pwJ"cl,.'" rh.,e reqnrement, will 
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pwmulc the markeung uf ,aIe anJ qual:tv-contmlled 
plOduct,_ Fin,lly, 'he de",ion could "lIow <)I,<,,,),,"",,li
cal cumpanie, lu repo;!twn nicotine medi""" 0< 

t'l'c""'Jon,,1 allcmMi;'", lu tigarelle', 'I'o<1a). the,e pro 
duct> are ,old v.ith a th,,-opelit.c clOlm 101 "Mk;n~ n's
,"lJOn, bUl lhe)' are expeLl,i,'e. nmati,fVJ.lg and rDA 
0I'P]'(-'v"~ only lor tcmpo,,,r,- \:s~ (10-J/ W,,"k>!- 'I'h~( 

dccounl, fo, thei! di,mal -'licce" rote "mDng _,m"ko,-,_ 
rhmLaC~:l(icd cumpJ.Ili", rna" errle, the recre,t,onol 
nicotLll~ 11101 ket with prod"'t, th" ""'f)-' s·"o~"" imk
IlIllld) and are cheap eL",ugh to Compf'T~ dlroctiy with 
C)g~'c'\\cs_ Cledrly. the lu1ae~o :nJll'uv i; poi>ed to 
compete m tilL< market ReTnold, ,'mOtlC,HI uwm 
:-'iwnU'=l (here hlLp,i;'""w_lllC<Jmmmuei) ',n~ Brit_ 
ish AlOlcrk,n Toh,c,-o rccently lou"cd }<iwvenlw:e; 
Ihere ~ttp_.' iv.-v.~" mC{)wnrureHo_uk,). 

B. Scientific Studie, of t -<Igarott"s 
1. Cliniwl Studies 
CIP"C\t( "nole COnlam, l:Loc"anlb uf chemICal ogent' 
'n odditim t{) Ll.co~ne_ In eompm,on, c-"Igor, nc; pro
eke" a \'apur cumi;(mg pnmorily oj water, prop.,-Icnc 
glveol, n;~o"nc ,"d fi',"otlnt.'_ 'Ole mgredicni> lhm
,ehe, do not po", any ,<.gniikollt hcolth ,;<k,_ NicOl))C 

l' 0"" uf ih~ [llO;( mlemivd) ,lud:ed drug, in h,_"OlY, 
while" i, hlghly <ldalCnW, "" >lot tl", pt'JI",>!)' call'"~ of 
J.Il)' uf the dl>eo,e; related to <moldng_ Pr~pylenc Glj-Tol 
JS "PP'O\C(\ bill, I-DA fuc me in <\ large number oj 
co",umer product,_ It L, _somenmc, v"pm"ed. ("[millg 
"ilfieul ,molee In theatnc,l ,nd other pl'~d"ctiQn,_ 
While hl'L~f ~Xp~,,"'C to PWp)"ic-I)C slyul 'apm i, nol 
a,.oclaled "ith allY ,dve", r.eolth e!feet" th"IO ",e (lU 
<""r", )cl,\1ing to loI.g-<crrr. {wI), expu,ure_ 

"-Ie"'rtholo_«, tohocc,) COlltl~1 ,crtYi,); ltd,," aggre,
,iveh- aU~cked the,e prodr;ct" For ex,mplo,:n 1(10" 01_ 
JocK Hcnningnold,. SCJChljfje a(hl>er Urt lubaccu t{) the 
WI 10 and on ,dv,_,or to C:;lox~Smlth KIII),' on plmlHa
CC'UllCol nicotine uJleJ e-ci,ar"t",_, "rene~aje product,' 
lor which "-,,, h,w no ,cil''''ilk ;nf"u[la(wn," [82[ lIe 
then ,toted tbot e-cigarette, "Ole not hClllgn," "Iti)o"gil 
thcr~ "-,j '\u ("pIO,,'lioll jJl lu, orlide uf huw he cam~ 
to "hat conclu<.on '" thc oil",nc,' 01.,")- ,cilllll[j,. jjJur
mation, While it b lrue tht there" , poudy 01 <o:Cl\t\_ 
tk ,fu,t,', p,"'t.';llill:; 10 ,iu; new ",ea, ar,d that the 
d'_,cl'"ion has hecom~ hlghl]' l'ol,rt7od, "'\·""llcpurl> 
lul'" provided Important .nformatioll. 
Thcr~ 1,,< hoen almost Elu [""'.arch cum,ucl<J on the 

aboL'ptiml oj Llk~tine ;rom c_cigarctt", "I)d Its di>iIlUU
lio)) ,'"w» v'u;u~> dnalumc sile" but a ,tudy of thc 
phOl'l,-.OCCllt,,,,I J1leNinc ,,,,por illhdef 1> :nfurmative In 
199_'> Berg"mm ,t 01. a;ked <moi;c" t{. LlSl'"" mId", 
CO"I,'ining rac!;u!abded mcul:ne by ming ,h,llow '1~ 
q"~nt -'p"tting'-'l\h,l.";"ns uc (keF "I'ulmuna:)" :nhaia
tion>, ,nd th~,· meo<ured llicotinc -11',,1;0 by jw>itlUn 

emi"ion tOlllogrophy (pET) lH_~,_ Tho) (uwlc!lhai pmii
cipanl> itad abuul 15% uf the mh,led nh1l)no)u Ih 
mal "'""yond pl"rynx, lWt In the c>ul'hagu, (,ugjle,t 
lllg lran,fer from the oral covLlyi ,n,1 8:~ III the IC"pira
(Of)' irdcl. ille re;( of the ruculme w", pmb'hl)' in sJ!C; 
th,t Wel~ not covoled hl' th,' PI-' I s~an,:-'u ,igmf1cant 
Jifference, were noted between the tpc,; 01 ;nTtddliun, 
The ,c,,,lrs ~,th is I, ;"llwyc imporlJ.Il( lmpllC'otLoll' tm 

e ci~"ett~ u,"" they,re pl'o]',hly ~l>surl)ll1g fllcodne 
ITkunl) lrurn (he oral aLld ~har)"nge,1 mllCG"_ 

I tl 1 ~9'j ""orJ1<" ,md)-' hy I,lwell cl ,J found that Rt)~', 
01 particip,nt, p\'~terred <hallnwcl' p,,rijllg fur nicutine 
inhol'T>. ard onl), 13li bUI"d deeper inhol,(:,,,, ~Hi, 
They ,1<0 ohserYf"<i tbt ,l pl,c('),o inhder contammg no 
niw(ine re,ufled in partk,1 s~ppre"Lon of '~"'C "'ilhdla
",>J s)"n."'o",, ",d '" imlaklil) and dHt:cu1tr· ;n 
concentr"in~_ 

1n 20ic) llul!m d ,J_ pllbbhed tne re_,,,lt< 01, ef"'S
""u ch,"",1 tmll" ,,j);d, "-(jg"rel(e, cunt,in;n~ 0 mg_ 
and 1b mg_ ot nicotLne wor.' eomp,l('o,1 ""h ~ niwCne 
,ni"lcr d,,,1 c"HI-brand u~"rdl'" among 40 <nwkc-" 
who Iud hC~Jl ,b";n,,,,{ 0\'(',n),,1l1 [S:;- llllllen et 01. 

repurletlilal iG mg. ,,-cIgarette, and the It,Jwlct pro
d,,<'('C1 the ",,))0 I",I'IlI;UI' ~1 de,"" l() _,moke and orlwr 
v.ithd,,,,,,,1 ,,'TIpton1<- Hotn 1"'oduCi> rwdu.ced mode,t 
d,,'a!;om iii ~eak blood nicotine (i_~ ond 'L1 ngirnl 
""I1<'ct.voly) tJ'"1 ,,'orc much luwer th.n thot prodllCC~ 
by ci~"ette, ii~ 4 n~il11l)_ l:nl11luIC(\ wilh inhaler>. e 
ciga,clk> rcocJiulm ,ij;rufic<lllt1y Ie" heqHI1' Jnollll> 
<,nd thro,t ir",t""~11 W~',i \S, J8%), lldlm et aL con 
eluJed thai I"," tested e-cigare",_, we,,' "wdl l"kr~led. 
,'C<'('~I"l>il' 10 ",o>l ">C". r~led ,igniticantly morc rlo,
",1t to "'~ th,n th~ inl1.<l"o(", ,'ltd ill Ihe f"" r.o", 
",-tU~ll"J ~ pha,macukinetic ~lOfile ~1or, like tl)e' "uLa
-oror th,,, a tol",,-cu "ig"n'lI<'. wilhout exC',« ,dwl"O 

ewnt<. The" tindinq' 'LlgeOS'- pot,'''t",llo help peo~je 
"ul' >!Holing ~l lh~ >"",e W,l\' "' 0 nicotine Lnn,iatOI': 

In 111;0 f",eobot, Il,~d 0 CUIll.ulled ~~1ilng regimen 
and cump<\Ied (wo blond, of e clprcttcs wilh own
b,"",1 G;g.udlc>, med,,"mg hluod mcotine lovel<, he,,-t 
rate ,nd eravill" amoLlg 1 (, <mQkoo'; "u,lmenl for 12 
huur, :S6]. Ile cUilck,i"d that the e ciqal','tto, '"¥I,,"ml 
IJttk (n ,,0 n;COlu\c.' ,md the measlll',d mcrea<o< LoJ 
blood nlC()tme were .-err _'il11t1" to tl'o,,' fwm lJullen "'-
01. 1n addluun.lb;mb<rg found tbt c ciplettcs "Slll'-
1''''''0'\ <'\'.wil)g kss dfocll"ch-." ollhough botr_ h1ond, 
produed reducth)"" one of which w." ,;gnulco.nl <\l a 
'ELgie llTIle puinl. L,(er m 2010 the <~mc r08('oleh 
Hm~? inci[]<icd th~s~ """,Its J!\ ~n c;.p,mc!ed m,1 th,t 
L~duded ~2 _,moke", but the cnncl",iO:L> remaineJ 
cs>enliill), the ,ame :37:, 

1n 2010 Trt~hOLlni.ln ,'t .J_ 10;('(1" >Jnuking lIwch.ne to 
compare th< pUlfing choracte,;"k< "',i 'mu1.cidero,ul 
dem;ilc, of 1 bmnJ, of e-cigorette', J.il,octy Snx, 
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'tn~k:ng "Cve]'ywhere, :.JIOY ",,,I Ceu"" ~c;en with 
lllU,e of cumbmllble ugarelte, r881 They tOllnd tklt, 
except for UberlY ~lix, c-ugarette> req:.cired 0 mud 
hi~her ,""mum jor pu!hng th,n c~tnrM'Cl"l cigarelk>; 
lhe Vdc~mH req:.ured fur ch< fonIler brand w" Ihe low_ 
~" of.ll tosted pmducr;, In "MILlOn puff ,lrenglh bd 
lo be increa,ed" puff number incroa<~d They 31s" 
fu"nd ~UIl"dCl"bk ""naliun in lhe maximum number 
of p"fffi delivered by th(' pfl,dllCl$_ ",beh r"noed iwm 
iT iSmoHng Evel')~,'hel"} to 310 (NjO"') 

Recen! lc;careh documenl> lhoi" b ~u,_"ble to dell 
yor ,amp'in~ dn'~' M IlI(nnl)(' v," jJ),kl"llOll, In 2010 
l,o,e el :J, de,enbed <\ pilot _,tudy of ""?Ol i7ed nicotine 

Pl'J'II"'te '''l<'''~ n:"e ovcllllghl-db,lm<nl ;moke" r89' 
l~o,e et 01. delermmed Ih" nicotin<' pl'Tllv"r~ e\rhl-e'" 
rnOL~ C[icUiv~ pulr,wl"") do,e, Ihan pne nicMiLle 
becau,e ,"opor porticlr- <i70 1< "Mell", (O_t '<In; than 
ulh"r lllco,ine Inhaler;, and t"_~ n~ul,"1 pH 0' the ,oh,

M" ;s Ie" :,dalmg, Compared with ~iacebo, nicotirre 
,mavole iLlholotion p,ociccKi" ,h'll) ine,rose;n pb,,,,,, 
1LleolJie lev,.» '-lld "a, modentel" _"tidying to ,mokc]',_ 
RQ,e cr ,,1. concluded ~h"lllic"li:Je p),ruvate "hd' pro
.11i,e a, a pmentiolly mO'e eftectivo i0r'n nf nic"tine 
I c'vl"cemClll. l'h" phdJ:macoK,ndlC and _,~blectiVf' data 
demol1'trol~d thar thi, toco_llolnGY (,'" be ~>ed to 
<,dmilli>1er nicotine b,- ,he pulmonary 1'O"te f~I' "p:d 
,')S~ll'li"ll e'-\Lll'k<l \\ilh dc,-"plJ.ble ,en>ory quobl:es 10 
pro'id~ ,uh,ective "Ii,",t'on and rdlef of W\\-JM' 
n,.<)' :J,u commemed abo~t "IOLlg lelln TIL('otinc "01,1.1-

ccme',,_ to be "ccn by ;,[Lt'hI> whu wodd olherw". 
rdap,e to _,mokillg' Ihi, app1o,ch wo"lo ho "n"l~gOl" 
,,, methadone ma;nlC'Jallce, "hi,h h,-, been demon 
<tmeed to he ,n ettectiw treatment of hOW;ll "ddlcliu:o 
(refe,ence om,lled), [Ll the, harm reduction sce,,"no_ ,ox_ 

I_noh'" wmlld (OM""'e 10 ,ee,'hC ihe peleei"ed bene
fit> of nkol.ne whLie m:nimi7.ing the risk of dlS('"e £luuI 
CUTILDu,liuIl and p)'wl)'", ~j'()ducl', mcludin~ n"ro,.l_ 
mine" polvcychc omm.,," hydroc,ubon>, carbon mun
oxide and nllmero~, other toxic ,uhtln,,_' """ai)wc\ ;n 
tobacc" SfMkc,-

2. LabDratory Studies 

In 2008 Ileallh I\-e\\ Zealand rele"ed toe ],01"1,, of" 
COL" 1" ohe'",i"<' ~"lIcL) uf !aboratury le", on Ru,'On e 
cgaret-:-e liqllid }IlL Th:, "''gO''i'"t"',, iuu"dLht car
lndge; conL"-ln<d T~:.!A_, 01 ~roce I~'-el" apploxim.;tel" 
4 parts J'C]' blllwn_ 11 c"akateJ ml>t 'dmple, jm well 
choracleli,ed lox,c o~~no, b ci~,,'etre sn'"h, 'n,' "am
ple; did nul wnlain delectable le,'.I, oj 1 ,:1_ b"t~d:ollr, 
.crole,t), ,\CJ'),)uwt!ilc, ]xll.<Clle, d2)len< glycol, ethvlene 
";,,de and hydrogen c'v'l1ldo_ The f~llowiJ)~ INc',' bel> 
oj oLher ."enl, inclmied fpart> per m;ilion" ,cc"oloc_ 
l'yd,' (iU+}, .'c~["ne iU_i6" lunrwdch,'de ,0,2:;1, cresol 
(016), xylene '.G_PI ,nd <t,.,eno ((I_L9}_ He""ld, -',ew 
L~aklJ ,J>u found lr<K~, oj "me nf Ih. ~4 roIF;,l:, 

"'go 1701" 

Olo,nalle ~)'dmcorbon' Ihol i" <'Il".oj-,'d, hlll ,I fuund no 
deteytatk :,e",'1 wel,'1s. 

On luly 'f2, 2()M th~ H),\. t'cie",cd II," re>ult, oj 
laboralur) te,l, of e-u"mette" which wot'e "'!I,dueled 
hy t'le D1V"'OI) of Ph" tI""Cel<li, .. '] .\mJ)'>L> at Ihe FDA '< 
Center for ;)rug Fvoiu,,,on "n~ Res<"w;h [')1[_ In 0 
pre'ss ,ok"", the HlA ,aid, "rl-.e,e te_,I, ind,c".' thai 
tho,c pmdllct_, contalncd c\r(e'uablc le;eL of known 
cdJ:cinogen, .. 

'I'J\[' 1'1H anal~£ed 18 ",",Lndge, from two e "J""""e 
m,nut8ctlil'Ol'" 'mok.ng fy~"ywlrC'rc and N10Y 'qj' 

l'he ~])A analned 1-1 ~rociuct., bom Smnh'~ 1;,,,,,"
wllO"c, but Ibe ,'g"JlL~ 0,,1)' LCl'orL<d lhe TS'-lA lo"els 
1m " ot Iho,,' prod~c", Lt tc<ted 1 Olll oi 'I :.!TOY ~m 
<1'lCI>, U i, nul ck" ",h,' the fDA t"led only half of 
th.' c~mp.ny's P"O<l,l<'(; f,,)' cal'clllugem, nor how did 
lhe "gem)' cho>e th, pn)d~c"_ There ,ro ''''<te clu,,; m 
the l'l'POIl, bIOI, Ihe I'ruduU, lh"l weren't t~",,'d <I"'Vl)' 
h,d hlank boxo, ,n the rcnT!; diad A Iuolaote ""_" 
"Open buxe, mdicale (he ,ample was n,or ,_vo\,)"iJk fur 
t"SMg_" ,\I\"tk, 'lOlt H, Ihc LlelhuJ, _,ecl,OLl ,d,mtto" 
thaI " ___ 1101 ,II ,omple 1M' w~re .>\";l,,blc fur ,udy,iL.a, 

lhC')' wcre com:.uned In ulher te,dn~." Tho flJ..\ d;,l,,'l 
purch"e 'nc>ugh oj to,' r,,,dLl(t, Ie> ~ulldllcl the te"ing 
m a ,),lematlc and mend!.c ""nner 

\\'h"l llLe Hl.\ Ji,hll I""l 1> <;-<n mo,-e ;mpotTIllt th,'n 
wh'l Ib~ aHen,,' ,olt<'d_ Th' "ep"J'1 noled lhal Ihe 
"N;eulrol [nhder, 10 ~lg carll-id¥,' WO< llsed ,IS a conlrol 
fo' SO"'~ ,N HlClhucb: Thal mbtler h a phom,"ccllt,,"l 
1m"t.ne product th'l i, rof'lllotoo by tl,c ]-!lA, Dullhe 
a&~1lC') didn l l<'-' the plOJllct f{)l' TS'-T ",_ Th" ;, " Clil> 
cal o",i",on, hec",,,o It', bo," '''u",n ior over 20 wo" 
Lbt mcotllle medicari()L1' contoLll TS'--TM [~2[ 

WIL) ,lid ;h~ ]-]) __ \ mcl)'Oe e-cigarette, tor c<"cln"L(e{)" 
when Ihele:, no c,",d<'"", the ':;C'IJC) ~,er conducted 
uuullGe,en ,tudie, uj product, th,t rhoy h,,,-,' ! cgulated 

I.,,. e"C. ?1I rcar>' 1> il VO»lblo lbt the FDA 'prmyo,l 
medidlle, thol ('onTIlined ,SI\-As, lw, 'h "geney" now 
'-;,sal'pw\'tlJg c-cigardle> h,'call,e they contain thr' '''''" 
con'::omOllallt," To <In,,,'CI' th('se ;wl'urlJ,nl que,I.""" we 
b'e lo buw ho" h'gh or how low _ the nt-;A leve]; 
a]'e ;n the;e Im"hw, 

l;rJortun,tely, t~e 'cone),"id 'wl !~pOrL rSNA levei<. 
lmte<\d, 11 reported thaI TS'-TA., W<'lO clth", 'llcLecled" 
Ql ''--TN Detected: whjch j; ~nllId)' inadequ't~ ",any 
tobocco products how TS;:':,\. kwl, in ,he ,ing!e,dip 
part> I'n mL1Lun [duge, a 'e,-el ,I which ,hen' IS no 

"iennfir cv'oence Ih,\1 Ihe)' arc h'lrmlul r~3[_ AccMdinr, 
10 the rep",-t, the ,DA ll>od ai' ,""l)'llC method puh_ 
hh('d in :l01l8 [91] 'lhe repOrl note, th,t "thr I",hld\<'<:l 
n",thod 1S qUite SCJl;;Ih-e [Ut lh~ lO~A,,, -, and Lt goes 
on I{) ~Xpl"Ll "h,t Ihe lowl of oele'Ci;ull" ,W pdL'~' per 
lnlliOIJ, j')l~>, II ;eem, thal ,he FDA t<,,\Ccd c-Clg,\J'dcc 

,ol1lple> """g' method th,\\ deled> r:;KA, ,I aho~t 1 
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mliJi~n ,-;m~s low~r <on('ent"tion, mOll are conCdV2bly 
related to hllI,taIl hc"lll" 

In >llmlll.")', rho ffj,A le,lod e r.g"rett~' 1m TSNA, 
",mg' que,Lonable sampling reg:meL1 and. ming meth
ud, lhd were so sUlSiliw tilat 'he "0<1:1" 'fe' h)~hll' 
l!Jllikcl~,. t~ h,,'o ,r,y po_"ible s:gniliconce t~ '''~,,_ The 
'genc), fa.led lu repOrL ,pecJ:ic Ie"o!> u: lhc>e CUlllarrll
nalll" ~n<l il has hikd to cONker 5imi!" te<til1S 01 
lli,otil1e medicllle< tbt h,ve been ,old in the U.S for 
over 20 year;, 

C Summary 
I-cigarette. pwducc a vapur cornpow<l "f""rllcr, PI'OPy
lone ~Iy<-ol ,nd Ilicntinc, '0 e_c1garette user' o,e nM 
exp'''ed to the thuu,anJ, u[ locue agenl, [urm~J "hen 
lub.~eQ I; Dumc,i. ,\Ithollgh labo'"to',), snorlks h",~ 
dNc'c·,~d to'oce concentroIiDTI< 01 <ome co.,t,m.nom" 
th" ap~eM' lu be ~ ,moll prublcrl> Ihal ;, amc'tlabk 10 

impro,eJ"C'nts ,;, <j'diry co"tr~1 "nd "",n1lm,ltt] in~ "hot 
or,' :ike:]' wilh FDA ,egubt:on", wbocco prohct" 
Iher< i, 1,m;lcel cv:de,,~c frunt cliJlical !rial, that 0-

"garettes ddh'e1 only ,m,ll do,,,, 01 n.mt][1e cnmpored 
with comentionol ~:garetle, 110,,"\"1' e-~:ga.::elle u'e 
emulalC" ",~"e"fdl~' Iho '-'goHotto h"',dlll' G I IILl"I, ,nd 
cue' 01 cl~orette Im",dng, whlCh ~rudllce, >l'~pre"io" 
of crodng anJ "Ilhdrawollhal i, nul CJl(nely "Un!>llla
ole 10 n:wbw d~lin")'_ 

Vlll. The Growing Glob~1 DiScu$$ion nf Tobacco 
Harm Reduction 
In 2006, ACSI I concluded "(hal ,twng >lL~pur[ u[ Hll( 

i, k:.')' Con"'iCnl WJlh Jts mis""n ,,, prom0t~ SOLlnd 
,cience in rep,iot,on ond in pu~lic policy, and;:o o"i,t 

comum<r> m J;,lmgui,hin, ,cal hCdllh Ibcat> f'"Hl 
'I'",io,,> ho"lrh ,I"m' ___ thcrc' i" <t:\'n~ ,cicnU:c ond 
m~,k,l bundation lor THR, which ,how, great polen

tial a, ~ publi~ hedlh ,(,",cgr 1<' he'll' "dli"", Gf ,In"_ 
hIS: 19,_ 

It 1> ~-unic ILl ;-ued "-lld eIllhu>Ja,llc ~alb lo Imrie
menl 'j HI( )"\-0 como f,-"", ,~Ix,c<-o CXI'Cl'LI ,n :Jew 
h,l,nd and A,,<troiLo, where ST il eltecdvely bonned, 

\'hilmg'" Ihe .,<'ew L""I"ml.'l';,J'c({l)b".-M; in )007, 
LaClgc,cIJ ,"ged r,0wfnmcnt "tiOl''' "Addcd to Ih~ 
1110\lnal.n <11 e\'id~nce 0fiOlL"( cigoretce" "uff.cLent ""
dene" nuw ""i,(S fur llhe :-.c", L,'a!.cud_ gow,-nmcnt [<J 

usc lS [I ", cr<'>'" "Iel' loh,eco ch0ice, I.or ,moke,-" 
end (,lgarette ,ale, allogether, and tl::u, end lhe dgdclk 
,muh-,g dealh, qitleJllle -;11 wbeil ~OO,OOIl '-lew !-<,al
"nde," h,v~ died <0 m,_' [90] 

A",tmlian re,e,",che" Cud Gartner nd Wa),ne 11011 
maJe all iIltcrc>llIlg COHlpc\r;,on o<"w~(')) S I ",e <'1\,1 
'kohol consumption in a 200- Puh!", U",ra'7 ~t ScieJ"~ 
AJed1dne a,'dcle: ~On cUIleal e\lJenee Ihe heollh 1';,b 
of [,11 "-Ie cornpo",hlr 10 thGse 01 rqmlar ,k~h,,1 'ISe 

L\ther than cigM"llt ,mu)(wg, :',[ the go.J uf (ubaccu 
cornol i,; to rcdllee t0h~ccn_,-~lated dis,"'" r"thor than 
to~ac,o :I'e per ,e, th<n the promotion of :ST] U'e by 
imdcralc >Jr.uh'l>". prol)1.sing I'"blle ho,\lih pohq-:' 
l g, I 

III 200B Gortntr and I loll mlidz<d the pwyi,ion of 
lIlism[urJ))",IO)) by p~hhc heelth >nlhoritk' ;" :],0 U_S, 
ond Australia in the A-fed!cal Journal Ij'Ardra/1a "bb
lie heo1,h a"LlwIllie, 11l A",l,ata arlel Llw UTII(eJ olde, 
haw ,"so chil)'od thot SI.T product< 'arc t""t a< b~d for 
your healt~ a, cigaretle, , lhe e~iJemiolugical e"idence 

,1101'" lhal lhi; "WI[rllC [JlssemJJWiuu [" ~u""ulI"cnl> 

01 mlSlnfnl'j)MtlOn Qn Ih,' rel.tiw brm, 01 lS'Tj ,-,-.,,10' 

,cept:ci'~l anJ ,lmlr:u,l o[ I'LLbhc h",Jlr. m<»age" It i, 
p~lc",oli'lic (0 Jl\i';uf~Hn smok~r; aloo,,! Ihe "'" uf ~ j' 
product; tor fear of lllcl'eo,ing ~opulation LlicotLLle u,e_ 

We thmk:l 1> abu unc(h;~ct! 'u elt")" ,mohr> ~U'"'' to 
"plOdllct tlw ""Y ,,,,iLlce IhOLr he,lrh nsi; wb,I,,, "iGat'
elte, are «,dil), available .\~J \'er) fe" ~uit attempt, 
,:.ccceed: 1%1 

Tn 10(:7 "' Llnrlm,.rl, r~l)ort '""' puhli<r_cd 1>,. the Roy"l 
College uf ['h),man;, un~ u[ the okhl anJ mu,t P,",ti
g'u~' meclle"l ,oc;otks ," Ih~ world l~~:- \I, fUlClillg> 
w~re unequivocaL "Compiled by leo ding expe"os m the 
fielJ, th", repurl m""'e, Ihe c&" fur harm reduclion ,Ira
legk, 10 prutect smoke',.,_ Tt d~mQn'tI'o\tos th.\! ,mokc), 
_Im"ke pl'edomirullltiv lor nicotir,e tht nicotbe it,df" 
nut "I'eudll)' iL"",udom, on<l (hal i[ n;wl!ne cu:.Jd L,' 
I"Qvi'k~ Ill" torm Ih'l i, eccop"hlc ,nd effe,-tlw 0'" 

cigarette ,ub>lliule. million; of ll,,~, could b, >a""J" 
In J,10~, T'o<Jld, "nd K07Io,",ki ]ll'm'I~~d ol ;;lob"1 pe!'

'penh-eo "Around a bLllion p",)~le are adGicted to nico 
line '" dead~)' eigdrelle, o,nJ man) ha;-e nu muneGlale 
phl\s 10 quil_ Ynun~ people will ,1'0 cont "UC 10 Iry 
dangel{)u_, OLld addicllve ~rudllcl, \Ve belie"e it i, ?re
[e!"hle Ih!. I[ ~COF:O bl"c'''nL' addiClC"dlu ug"relle, or 
decide to In' to~occo, "hey c,n u,e 0 product tl,ot i, 
markedly Ie" Lrmfullhan Clg~retle,,,,we ,huuld ,wt 
,h'I"} "' "ll<1w>>g lSTj to cnmp~te wit" '-;g",'c;r,"s fot' 
m,,-ket ,hOTe, ond we ,hould be prepared m ",cmotel), 

m[orm >mole., ahuul the .cl~ljJ'e ri," uf uFrelle" 
lSTj_ 'n~ ol'prowd 'l11okin~ co"atinn medicat;OI"- Tn 
ILght 01 all the o;aibble edJence, the bonmng or 'xo~ 
~era~ed uPPU>J(WH lU Ion jJl ,jg",cUe-li[e cmll:urrln<nl, 
i< nOf In1lnd puhlk he,lth po!;,]'_" 11O()j 

III 200R, Britton anJ Edwald, hm,m,ci the I,('k 01 

?"'iLfC'SS "g,\iolst ,",nhng ,'nd lIr~cd g<'w,,,,ucm, 10 
;~corl'0,ate THR .nto tobocco regdalOlV lromewol'k, 

"In lh SO )e""" ,mce ihe hcalLll ri>" o[ 'lIlukmg H", 
bOCa!'lO widol)' ,wogn"~d, tho roil,;,"1 ,\n<l l'llblic 
C,e<llrh 1e'pom~' to mwking at notiOLl"1 and int<'rn,_ 
"onalle,e); h",c bc,'[[ grc,»l), ;n"d"4~ale, ,A lugic"l 
bJJ)) w-lact:c'" "Pl'r""h 1m the mili-f,,,< of 'JJlokcr',; 
wh~ ore unlikely tn "hi",e ('ompl~"e ,~"inCLlCO ___ L< to 
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EXHIBIT J 



Original Arlicl~ 

Electronic cigarettes as a hann reduction 
strategy for tobacco control: A step forward 
or a repeat of past mistakes? 

"Ile,'''' "',," or \,,,1,, ,d """", Un""",!- 01 e,l,i",,,,. at ]"kclc)" 
U: Be' ke:o} Dep"' '''''''' ni Pol,tlCal Scico,e, 2I0 Bar10ws Hall -'iI'! ;0, lklkclc)', 
CA 04/"0-r'l;0_ U'>_.l... 

'n'p,,,,n,,,' ,,' Cr""mun,'y H~"llh 'c""''', Bo<wJ> UnJ,",1<'''- >ch001 01 rubhc 
H,alth_ oor Ma«achu<c", A,",nilc, Boston, ~L-\ COIl~, U';.\, 

Abstract 'Hc ",ne 0' harm reuue,ion h.!> 10llg bec~l cumru,'c·,,:.,) ill ,he' 
~nhlic heal,h p,.oc,ico oi mhacco controL l-lcaJ:h ad,-ocate, L-m' hem rdueo:am: 
ro elldo,'" , ",>em "dtlerlo" ,'rplo,1ch our of fear that mbacco c"mp~ni" 
''''lllot be tru><cJ to PIUelU(l' mel mHkel 1'",,1''''18 lll,,' ",II red",," [he ri,ks 
a""clatd "ith wbacco ll,C. fu:centi)" CUllP'HllC> lrJ(it-PC'"utlLl ,,) ill' [uoac«) 
indumy mtrodllocd ekc~ ollie Clg~rc~tt". J""KC' that ,khv", vapori"eu nicotine 
W; I ho,,' ,,~onb"8' ;ng rob"ooo_ We 1'eVI'''' rhe eXI'" Ilg ""Idonee ()n ,ho "Iet}' .lnd 
dikm,) oj eh'tWlLl' Og"""lieS. W, Ib.n ,eV,\;1 Ihe 101>'OOQ 1""11) ,ed,HoLion 
,kbatC', "ith a iu-..ll> un the"" !w\d p=udu('l>, W" cOll,l"ci" 11),« ,h:ro,,;c 
eiga! "'" ,how tr<mondon' pi onm.: In the hght agOIn,~ roba,eo-ICiatt'u morbiu,,)' 
and "'01't,'];'},_ By dr,,,~,"oalll' e"l'.ondill~ the po"'"tiol In, harm "duotlOn 
<[,.lIe:;;" 10 .,due"" ,oh,',O";Ai h"llh g,''''', the}' ,my f,,,td,'tl1fm.llly.1Ice, [he 
tobacco harm rC'd'Ktion de b,.te. 
Journal of I'uhlic 1I".dth I'uhc-I' au"ncc online pllbbcation, '! lkUTIlbcr 20LC; 
dQ'- rQ_ TO S-iJphp_OCT0 4 T 

U),wonk ,h"oH!( ,'i;:.,,('[,,; bH)] ,,,d"C1'~lI; ""oo,,,,e ,,*,,1."'0"; roh,,,e,' 
COlltrU) 

lntroduction 

Harm reduction is a frdmework: lor public health polin; thar 
focu,es on feducm): the harmtu! [omequemes of rcucatlonai 
drug me without uecess.,,-i1r reducmg or ehmiu~tm!; th" me 
itsel f. ' \Vh. rea, hal m reduction policie, have been ,,,,del r adopted 

,~ _'" """-'fuJ~, PI b'.b,,, Lcd ",0 -,;" Jo,~u.'L ,f 1',,1>", jk~,h ":.,, ,-co 
" ""_p,d <, ,." - "" """~<"-','i "" " 



fOf illicit drug- use (fOl example, nc"dk ,·;.chm'g" progf.lms') and 
alcohol me ifor example, de"gnated <In .. n program;;"). they h,l\'e 
not found wide support in tob,,-,-o <oJJtroJ_ Mnny ,,,ith,n the 
10bo"LO control commulllt)' ha,-e clllbrQ~"d "'~Ot,nL' replacemcm 
therapy (NRT; and other ph3nno~""t'L,,1 produce<, but these 
prodnces ale deSIgned as ce,sation ,trare!>lC'S rOlher than rec,ea
tional al[ernatins. Recently, hO''''',,<T, " TH'W prodlJLi that does 
nOl ric Ileatly into any prnious ~"tCgOf)' has ('Ilt"red Ihe niCoE,ne 
mJrket: the electronic cigarene. Eknron;~ ,i~ar~tle, do nn! 
conulin tobacco, but they are recr,atlOnal ni~otJJl(' dniccs and ilw 
,,,,'r cln,,,ly mimics the ac[ ot smoking, Thll>, till') or" n~iilwr 
lob:!.:"o producc, no, cessation de\'ll";. The ,)<",·1 pOI~nl,al nl
,,];-,:\ronl" cigarene, warrants revi"ting- the hOIm r"d"Ltion oek'l~ 
il,11 "ppile< to ,he,e p",duccs, 

h, Ih" "rLiLie, we fint explalll what electwm~ "f.,m;tIC\ "". ,md 
why Ikl' nre dilT,cuh lO ca[el'.orize. S~[ond, we examine' IlK ,,,,,;1-
ahle ('\',d"nc~ concernini\ the ,.,fety ami dfl~~,y' of ,'I"drmllL 
L'g;>reLle" n,en, we Jeview the mo;t WI1lIllon ,1l-~LlITWTlL, ITwd" 
af.ajllst h,mn r~dLlcl ion I n the tobacco [oll[rollitcratur,., ioJ lowed by 
,]n "naIl"" or each of the,e arg-mnenG in li~ht of th~ n'el'Il' 
eUler))"nCe' of ~1~Ciron,,, cigaret[es. Fm.,lly, we ldentiiy ,-onduslOno 
from Ih,:; annly;;i" and [hei, ime'licatiom for the p"bk h(,,,lth 
pr"L\l':~ or Inbac"o comro!' 

What are Electronic Cigarette, and Why arC They Novel? 

F.l"L\TOnic Ligor~Llc;; are hand-held device, that JdiHf DKotmc to 

rb,' Ull'r 'hrough the hnllery-pmwred vapOlizatiun ui Q nicorine/ 
prop,'knc'-gl,col ,OIUlIOTl_ fhe act of 'Sl110klllg-' an cknroni,
';';JH·rtl' is ~"Ihl '"aring" and i, mimics smoking; bm, thlTe i, no 
,-(\[nb",t1Ou aT'o lh" ",cr mh"le, vapo" not smoke. Althou,;h rhe 
nl<otin,,;> <1,,6\,<'d from whaceo, electronic ci~arettes lOntillIl no 
t"b"~LO_ I 'h"ore!ILJ lly, we would expect "",ping to be Ie" harmf" I 
than ,mokiug "s i, o,·livcr< nicotine witholl[ the thou,anJ, of 
hlOwn 'lTld ll"known loxlc"nts ill tobacco 'moke. 1\loreoHI. a 
proJlKt thor Illinu~, tll<- act of ,moking, in addition to Je/ivenng 
nl<otmc, L'W "ddr~s> both pharmacologic and behdviof~l ,-ompo 
nent, of <igillnt(' addicl,on_ FI~Clrnnic ci",are[[es are not manu 
factured or diotnbute'd by Llw loj,acco indu,try or by the 



ph"fHJ~~cuti,-al inJustry. Hundred, of ,mall di,trihulor< """k"t 
1hem o"n rhe internet and in shopping mall kio,,,_ ·1 hi·" have 
b'Tn OIl the market m the United State.<; for more lhan 0; )! ·ar< ,,,,d bo vc 
bnome in<TI-3smgiy popular. 

Review of Evidence Regarding the Safety of Electronic 
Cigarettes 

,\, --'30G of the ~STImated IOG<Y~~TOOOOO chemic,l< '" ugacdte 
mlOkc have ever been identified, 4 we alren.ly h"v~ mo,,, cornpnhcn· 
,ive knowledge ot the chemic~l con'titlJenl' of ,,1!·clrOT,i~ "t;,,"crtes 
rhan tobal_co ones. We were able to idenll!,' ,(, \1ud](,,' " thm haH' 
dUlraderized, quire extenSlvelr, [h~ cotlll'on"TlI, Letntaj""d m elec
tronic cigaretre hquid and v.'por ">In)'; g", chr(Hnilwgraph} mas; 
,pee trometrv (GC-MS:I I Tahle r!. ·lllC'~ <Ill d,,·\ (hnon,tr3t" that the 
primary coml-'(}n~m, of electmnic cigarL'u!' c;"1ndg<" arc propylene 
gl reol I PG ;', glycerin, and nicOli ,w _ Of j he ", hrr dl('rm~ah jdentifled, 
.he FDA has focu,ed on potenti,'l he.llth hOIMn, ,,,,oci,,t,,,1 wlth 
two: tobacco-specific nitro,alllin~1 (I'S"l,\s) ,,,,d di,·th),ien,' g-lrcol 
!DEG!.' 

TSNAs have heen detecl~d in \,,0 ,1udi" at trace le\,els.-'" The 
maxinllml level of toral TSNA, rq}()rlCn will 8_2JJt!t~.6 Tbi, com
pares wIth a ,imildf lenl of ~_ong in " Iliu"j"" par~h. ond it IS 
order; of magmtnde lower than 'I \:\;\ levels ill H'g'']ar ngore.rte,. '" 
Tahle 2. shows that electronic cig"r~u!', LOll!aj" 01111 0'.')7--0.2 per 
cent of the TSJ\A, pre,enL In Lig,"dtL'I, " 50o-fold to 14°0 fold 
reducrion in concentration. The I'r~S''T1Lr of DEC; in one oi the 
~8 canridg-es studied hy llw liS Food ;",d Drug Admmi,tranon 
(FDA,I i, worri,otlle, rel non" of Ih,' oth"r 1\ ,tudl~S fmmd anr 
DEG. l1,e use of a L1l)n-ph"rrl1".:~"tic,,1 [7",1<- of PG may explam th" 
contammatian. 

Other than T~NA, and DEC, f,'", jf an)', ,hclllKal, aT lnel, detec
ted in electronic cigarette, ["me <~r10LJS Iwillth WlMTllS. Although 
the exi,ting research do~, 1101 wJIrimt a <omlusion ,hat electlOnic 
cigaretres are sdfe in absolute l{'ern, 'JIld funhn dmKal 'tmh"s die 
needed to comprehen"v,'ly "ss,',> rhe ,aidr oi electronic Clgarette" 
a preponderance of the avnibhk ('\jdcn~e ,11"",< rhem to be much 
,;afer rban tobacco ciprellL', ""d comparable in tox"jty to conv~n
tional nicotine repL1c~nwTlt PWdll~t,. 



" , 
o , , , , 
.,. 
!i
l 
l .. , , , , 
I 
<. 

f-, 
f 

l 

'):,1,1.-" ),1bo,,,,o<,' >t"J,,, oj th, wmp'"'''' '" ,,,..1 "'"'T ,A ,hLt0ill~ ,,,,;,,"'e>' 

0,'''"'' Hr,"'.' h'''''~ ,W'" ,'"'''"''f' 
b ,I""'-">L pi c_.'p_"'" :1'1).\ 

hbu_JLOf" "~mL'" 

~del, R,"",' "', the R,p,' ,.C'';''''''' 
'_"'Lnci", a,," ;nh.hl \" ",o1' 

j("_"'ll E ,""",,,,, nee_co "'f Te-",,, 

elM_oc"",,",," "j Lh1'''' \-n"k, }uh
h U'dm", CA,,,,,""" 

Al'" )'>" 01 (UillpC_',"." [WllO Gam"", 

h," 0 '" ("8""" C'''''.d?,es, 
T~b,,-,-o Fh"oLlJ H<~l, ," S_"0~ 
1 "p,d' 

Ana_"", of Comp""'"'' irene Cam,-", 
,,:,,"" '" (.,",,-c',. ,-"''''" :,,>, 
T""",,, 1';":;',,, 1 ;gl" ';'''0''"3 
L",.ud' 

NJ'_'i, \ ,,"leu," 
p,.",.""" 

R,,,,lU 

Rm.", 

lJew_, '_u. 

Gom,,,, 

,-",,,,, co, 

,'e,) "" .. b, " of rob"".,_,,,' f,,' "'U'O"'ll<"_" (TIl\.0" v"" 
d,_""J m \ ,,' ,e ,"""L~-' ",<rco_ TlHhY.,,;c IJ_,co_ !DE(,., 
"" d"'dd abo'_ , 0,' ~', m , 0' " ,,,--1, "j,cs "-s,,,'-

1""_< b,h 0' T'N.-I, w", ,,,,ytod,, ,he ,,,,,,,.ck 1~u,"_ 1'." 
"".-a,,, 0",,1 0' TIN ,I, '''''' J • ,·~',.""KI!", wH,t " ,,,,,,co,,m hel 
of S '''fi.-", ""1," Pc'!,'.,,,,,,.,,,,, h)J"~,,bo "" nos"" '0""': 
'" "~,_",,, ,mol" w,', ''0' 0,'1,','" bk ,-, C,TLH,k, [,qmJ N" ,""'V 
"""I .. J",,,,"_ f"h" k.i ",1,0'-, "-010";0' he" c.c: "''' mOl ,,_"' 
:" "liUker, ,j,«"" "f ,h, '-'W-"",oe 1',-, ""'" """,'Ie"I,.1 .LaL 
,-dE" we. '" w'y ,,,I, J" 1,,, "~,I Lo ",,"""eo "Old ,"fe '0 '",0,'''' 
co,,'"~ on ,II m",,,,,,,,',,-,, 'prUd, 

N,,,,, ,,1 th, jG om< ,;"' __ ",J "0" ,'I,' 'mok, '0';'-' __ , .,''', J,,,,,d 
ioxic ,,,m,_u,,,, >cO" h , ''-''"'''to "'" 0. mmp "., te, 'o,~.J" 

101 "B,tlc! ,',g,w_", 

N" ",m[,'uo", ",,, ... --rcd v;, "r< ,h, (","," 0!],pl,', IH"",, ,pec[I,,,,_ooc" 
,l;l-~l,\ oj ,htmru, u"",,~, cut "jg~, 0'-",,,,)(,, ~Lh" ,I.»" ' 
,mf"k", ,1,,,,; ',,", j':o '.ol '" Pill'" ,.I,'mill .',O_46S"i. , ,d ";00';'" 
'"_44"1.:_ 

,-,c-,\',,' ,Ie", "d '-""P:"'" ,J)",' ',-7 \ ~'i:, <Iym _" ','4-"')' .. "","" ,," 
,:,_,",{ :. "" C)'.-IW," h"j"u, " __ 0So~,' Hl , U"at ""' 1"101"_ 1 "",1, 
01 .-ye,o',,,, hy,i, ,', '1.'(,,' lO,,: t>eJ;" ,J L" I", "I c"o"""_ 

'--'c ~c.' d"" L"I P'"p.'L' "Lo: iH, ~ 0,;, ",yc,'';'' 1'4 d,l ,,,-,; 
OKO' .. " ",:" to ,_d~",',,' ;1(1",,1 '-c' 0'1,,, ,uill""""I, 
d"_"-LeJ, 

* f 
.~ 

.~ , 



, 
t , 
'I ,i 
, , 
:r 
, 
, , 
~ 

T , , 
~ 

* , 
f 
, , 

,\""1:-,,, of Con:~"""'" !",m (;,nu", 

:' :;,;,',,'~:;;:~~~' ~~:,:r":d"", U,,' 
An,]v,_, of r ""'-po,-" ", 'f"'" Gdl, .. KC. 

th .wnK C"Hette Ca." dg"', 
I'ol"".-" H"'Ul~ z.""" SmokmJ; 
LgmJ' 

NJOY, [,"ace.,,, ITcol,h R"k 
A""",,,m' , 

G,", ,ct,'",n"" c,f R'~{ C, wid,,-, fill 
tk"uncc G,",,,,,, 

O""_",,,,,,do" of K,p"i CaLHJ.,;" h 
r.I""""",, r,;;;,,, N",es - Ph", Ul ' 

C,""_"'". 

G.n" 

tHO\' 

mul, 

;nL,', 

rT -\TS C:"xrcd ",o~')_"" "I)", ',N -' I":, gl,-,,, .: ".".'~'":, ",] 
",,,d,,,,, ,'" ,; '-'-'t"""" Il;",J. 'Co ,d", "'" .,0 _,-,., d, ""'ee,, 

GC ",11 "",,--red ,TOff '" ,I",,; '8 ., % i, "','ce"cc i, n:, 
',)-I"'IJ-_']"HOX)"'''',"X) :n"",'n, :-_0",', J-I,o~"opux, 
;,' '.7.",7-"OA,,,,,,,h). j, j,j","I,,,mct'wl,,o,-, ,,,L ,,,_10,,",,,, 
!o, 7-'{':, ,nd a,' ._t·"I:_' -,we \,h} [lvX) jB",,,n"'"'' ,,,d 
':,', i""o,' m " "~mt" 1,'1"'"_ 1'.0 ol)~'j COili~"lli'" ,"~eo, d"",c" 
'd ;"'" ~;'''wx''-''''_''''-YJ n"W"' II <'00. Lnu.JoUo L, min 
ow"~ ,-,,,,I,e, S ">j" ,'ll ",J.u"~n ,"'ct,- p,,,flle, "'" M' P'"'''''' 
"",",n,lIy I"w c,-el,_ 

Ik \ 'P' V-'lli""~nt' Je"'c"""j """ 1" o),'-b" g:"cc,l, d',,,, :0_ 
,·°'0:-00, ,.-o"ldJ\)([", m_b"'-_' __ "0f"nol. ,_O,O(U,-" -' 
2_"",,'00', ""-,,,- ".-1.1, l-_n,nL,w"" 2,- h"'an,/"o" "-,,,1-.01, 
cc_""mc_ m 'P:' bercn" 10,,",,1 .:",:.01. ,_m,'t ,:,I_,_pc"ono" .,'d, 
,,1,1 (oald, ""yl """,""n, "')0'''''"'', b,,,",,", a"c. 
O,)-l'",,,,),,,,, lU_"':"" _,exad",no" _,do, ,nd ,', OX",,, ,_ 
~'(Opou:, No J'.\'-CA,_ p"I,,,,,n,"( ":-" oc,jj'bu,,., or ot_", 
,01-'_"0 sOld· ;c,,,,',,,',I> '"''' ,ie<",,,,d, On d" ",,1, 0' 'h, 
,,\llC-UI," "f d"" CO",'O","" P'"'''' ,u,J.u, """"n,tlo, 0' t,-" 
,-,k p,u[,,, ui L>"" __ ",,,,,,d,, ,h, "1"" c",d, "" LOul the "',', 
","",~I,,"n' "d, 'ff,,, ,''-V' ",' w0uiu "' m,"o, 'h, 0", '" ",'''0<1 
,,,,JL,,," I",," 1 h, "c"lI,h),dc, 

,0 IH'; "'" d"""d '" th, ""',':~- l;'l""~' ,',,~'oc" 

,u E-'-A, ,"m J,,,,,d In tbo '-"301m, lie. ',d 'I",," oL de',,,,,,," 
,,-",j! ,,' ""H_~, 

~ 
c 

1 , 
f 
f , 
~ 
e' , 
• 
l' 
? 

7;t:, 



! 
~ , 
" 

*" 

-p'.''''"p '''-" 
,pc< oJum "'f''' 0C--: -pm"'l '1\",,,,,0, '~l '" !nn""'1 1''1'"_''' 

I' '" "1_0 "'" .,,,, ''I''''I'PI'' '_"''''1''>' '"I""'" '-'"m" 1-"1" 
"'""" -Ioc,~" ',,,,~,-,,, ''''''''1; 'Ioo':f ""1",<0'; f""-~.':' ,;~")-' 

ormb-: , , -, 
"",,":" ,-:' m 1'-,,, ,,,n:>"_'_'P""1 pC'" "_"w"I'~':'1 '1-'"'1"10 ,",c 

IA""m '>n'I""" 'I'pmd )':-1"('-' '''_p, ,.;, ' ""'I" ,c,:_(~-".,_"" 
''''''IJ"' ',cyme ''''''''1' '1""'1; ''"0l.;.!,))d ,"'-"'''f ,"1-:-'~' 

-p,,,,,,, "'"f"'" 
'''''' ":; "'! "d'" m rmb-, ''''''''1)-'' f'Ol"'''-' "',~ ')'j(1 oN 

-p"'''''r ,,,, . ., "un,'",m" "'"'' oN ""0l''''''~ ''i 
0l ""'0'''1 _".- " ,"","" ',r -_"""~, P"' '",,"0"'" T"'''P' ',-"oo,n 

'Ol"" I"~{I" '"'I,{dmd ,,,-,, ,-:y y-, ,;,- pW' to_, ',""U,hLO' "U 

"':_JO (] 
"'I" H,"O\'~\" "''"'1 1';',""- "·h-',, I"C'"=-'-""~'~0l''' 

., F"' "'II'"'A -,-ncf"'"': nc,,, ,- ''''''''"iA'''' ,'_:,'Lo_ "leT 
.S"!'1-'" -pm"'" 'pc'-,,,dm,', "To ON ';0" f'o: I "'-P)(II-'" " '-c 

"IO"lU"""''''''-'''I'pb.i pc, ': %' G', 10c,~" "~,,, T' nTl"'''' 
"",',,0 "" ,u"oorn ':Xc',,, n, ":" " V '"';, """""'"'"0_ "I" 

"yow\_,do\' 

P"I",j, "'N 

r"'''''! 
IA_:: 

\\H''''''O:) ,.,~,,~ " 
',"O-"'I'J '~l 

'''ou,~!cf_ ("'q.i" 1',;"'1 1"_'-' ,u'IA""'~ po: "lOr ,]V ~y) ."" I·' 

"""'r"'i ""',,, ,""»' P""'~ 

1 ,,0;o-n -,",h, '''10)1,S "C'" 

oTJlOd:~ '!~;I" I' N~~n:' 
,,,on,,, 1 ,,<Is ""l'i "~d,')~nll",\lOj(n "") 

,_ -o-i,,\ 
P"' "",r "u_",' .", coi,:.> ,_ '0 D"'~ 

,1'",''''1, _,0 "O!'!;o,~'o:) 'O!W'V 

>1 "~J!.Tl.Tl') 

'""O"N ,''''1 '" '''J\: '-I"'I-l 
"co,! <lU,""OO<,\",) :c'f","U ,0 "!~;I"L\, 

,,"v", )" , ,"""'PS 
""',0'" ''I,',' I'''''''''''!' '12'H X~ 

"'n_ .,;-W;~l '1,,,,u--jmo, ,'" ="r''''f 
'(1'''',\' 

"'""";"" "I~Bl 

,K 
,"" 
~ 
~ 
" 

1 , , 
(, 

" c 

~; 

, , 
~ , 
" 



,.hi,,' ~f"'mu", "'"a<""pcuh. 0',,,,,,,,",,, I,d>" ill ""ce'''' _w,.""« ,,).1 'J"""", 
.10;,"",. pccKI,,," :",,",_ '",,-'P' 10' "',,"'''' ",m .nd 0> ,d, L;aL ," ll>,l"",]'." ,\&,'g,"" ",w,c 

Pm,'". I ,W,,~' >'Wf( 'N"-T -"iAF T",,) 

N",,,,,,,,, e~ '.4 ml/" "', ~j) '" ", ',c, 

};;wDwn Ul o"t.1< ;,,,,,i' 'On " ~t) ", , 00 

ElecLronK ,;"",,,,,' J_B- '-4" ,_,6 0_6 9 ,_, H 

'm,J,,_, se,,," .;" -'6 -,'0 " COJC 

\';''''''0'' :10011) 
, 

"00 ~'o ,oe 2' j jO, 

,,,,'pW'f_ll:" " 00 ''" J"'~C jj _,80, 
\-l,ci]-"--co l"k-"~htJ'" ,,'0 -,- W,' , , 1"'" r.,,",) ,Ie]:.'- """ ~"o , " 0' _\T~' 

\\"1"",,, ifuJI:-" ·'·9"0 ,c, , ;,00 '''0 ';000 

I_,u.u :_""" _. L "'d.,,, , 1JM p" 4','0 no '"90 
, , - --

, , '" c" '" ", '_-'00< h"" 'co-""" ,_"n,,,,,,,rn, :"": 01 "":L J, "Leel m J ",,,," J';-'\", on"", 
do" cacu,d", i",_,,,1< wllt,m, ,"pw<",_,,,d_, '1r 01 o-HqJ""_ 'h,'Y ",,' 0""'2""" '0 ,h,

""""~t d l""ill ."nL"".,,; ill 'H'"wm,,,cL,. 0" too.",~ "2>""" \'r~-o"madv ,~"' ,., 
tobam', ," on, 'WJL vi illcc'Llll' ""hew" ,,' f' 0'"'' 
.• 1 1 ,,,,,,,,'U",, .'.N"_ 1-")),,,10, 1o" '"'""';""' '-:j-pV< '"yi:_,_humn"nc: :-''NI,=N Mm,,,,_o,_ 
""0"''''; , __ : -N _,,;t<o"'" "mhmo_ N ,D=K' _"'tm~",.aba"L'_ 
Nt) Not "mm,1 

Review of Evidell(,c about the fffectivene" of Electronic 
Cigarette, in Smoking Ccs,ation 

No ,mdies have mea;ured ,hrcnl)' th" dfccti\'r"~,, of elecrronic 
cii'\a['ette, in helpin,; smoker> ,-ease sillokinf,. 'I'wo publi'hcd ,Iud;", 
have ex.unined ,he etteCll""n",, of the prod'Kt by rllC'''LJrlflg 1h"" 
"ffee[ on craving' and other short term imlj(3tor8_ We: ""nn",ri,", 
I , ·,,·T,' 19'0"11 1"1 II I llem 'ne ylll a1~" -- DU eneta (CDWlJ>\r"t!', t,,'tc~clro-

nie ci!'.aretres dehver nicotine dtectivch" mOIl' ,apidly tfwn " T1ICO
line inhaler. In thi, stud", eiectrO!ll' nf,orett(' 'lOr' "gnific<TItiy 
reduced cf.wing, a ,imilar eifect to whot ""0' obsn'!,!j with" 
nicmine inhaleL :;llcotine ddivay ami rnhKtPCH) in c;garelLe cra,'mg 
wa, much Ie" than with a re,;ular ~if,Qrntc. bS-'<'<llwrg20 round 1 h,l[ 
TO puffs on one brand of electroni,- 6gar('ll<" ,kliv~r"d " ,mall 
amount of nicorine, again far less than 0 rob,,~~o c1g,,,,'1I0, \\,h~rc", 
another' brand delivered little to none. The fir,! br;<TId w," "hl~ 10 
"g;nlficantly reduce cigare"e craVlllp:. 

'I'"ken togelher, rbi, evidence su~e'ts that "h-ttoJJJ~ (-ig"rctt;', <In' 
c"p"bh' or reducing cig,,,ette CraVlll!;, but that th,' ,-£feet J\ (lot ,hI(' 
nclll",v~l)' If) nicotine. Bullen et al ob,erve that 'the n;d",tiou in 
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"t,,, ,et" 0'" Cof ';h' PM, b" ,,,I, 
"·,,,d "~";h"otly ,""",,'0 -h,· 
cc.vITIe "'" U"'J<t!, N""t" 
",I,,"'" ",a. bund rr' 0' m,"'",':_ 

',,"Glre to smoke ill the flrst IOlllm[mesj ot [electronic cig.lre[le] 
us,' appears to be independem of nicotine absorption' (p, TOO I. " Th~ 
,iLabk ,",avin); redllction dchieved by the 'placebo' - a l1lcotine-Iree 
electronic u);aretre - delllonstlates rhe abihtr of phy'ical ,tilllu]' 
to suppress cravin);s independently. l9 lVf.U1Y ,rudies have e,tablished 
the abIlity of derriwtmhcd ci1',arette, to p,ovide craving relieL"l,") 
llarrett''' found that denicotmized cigarette, ,educe Cl'ar"'g' mor~ 
rb.Qn a "'wt"'J~ed inhal'J; supportin); Buchh"lrer et .11',2"- conclmion 
that altlwl1y, some withillaw.,l ,yml'rom, can b" tre,lIed eff~LLi
vch- wnh NRT. others, such as intense cravings. ["'pond bett",. 10 
smokmg-related stimuli. 

Althclllgh more research is needed before we will know how 
dfccn,," electronic CIgarette, are at .Khievin", smoking ab,,,nenc<", 
there i, now ;ut£iejent evidence to conclude that the,e producT, ;m' 

~t least capable of suppressing the urge to smoke. There i, "],;0 
rea,on to believe tha[ rhey offer an advantage m-er lrad",on;>1 
mconne delivel}' de,·ices '[t]o the ex[em that llon-nicOLine. ,,"okillg-. , 

related 'lllnuli alone call "'[,pre" lohacco ab"lInence ''''''1''011'' 
indefinitely' (p. ,,6)." 



L",_o_"C c"'''~" " , hun '"''''''0" ,-",', ,~, ",b,,,,, ",,,,01 ,)iE, 
---

The Most Commoll Argumellts against Harm Reduction 

OUI [",in\, of tb,' eXl>ting hr.,"""'r<' "kntifwd 1,",- pm,,,"), "rgu
"WJlts "g;)in" klnH r,-,i<lL'H)n ;)S " tohoc.:!) conlrol "r,lI~g}' !'he,,' 
~[g"m<'ll" expbin \Vh", in the p~sr, harm "ed,,(twn h", not b(~n 
,,~~('pt('d "" " tob"", 0 ~oJJn-ol ,tr"t,'g), 

PromQlion of ,afer allernative, will inhi[,il 'moking """ati,,,,! 
prc\'eTlliOT1 efforl, 

The core tear is that smoker, who ml~t otherw,"" have qmr 
;mokmg alrogerhe.r will instead b~come addicted to another harmful 
product. In addit1011, a product that r~duce, harm ro (he mdlvldual 
may attra,t new, non;moking U,eIS, and rlltl, undermine efforts to 
prn-em robal'-o me." 

Shp1ici~m abOll! the rok of ,-omb",tcd pruduns in h"nn redla-tion 

The ar?;ument here, b."ed on numerous lelated concelflS, is tbat 
the combu,tion of tobacco produce, inherentl,- dangelO11S expo
,ures and rhus the ,e"rch for a 'safe,' cigarette i, futile. It i, 
impos'ible to a%e" the risks of a new l',nduct using machine 
mea,ured deli\'ery of smoke conS[ituent', because the,e is no good 
way [0 ,imnlate aaual smoking 1>eh,,,,ior.'-' 'iX'e cannot, moreonr, 
easdr infer human risk (rom chemical measurements because no 
reliable toxicin· indice, exisr.'" A widespread school or thouf';ht 
in tobacco control hold, tnar tne \"try nature of tobacco combus
tion preclude, safe, cigarette" and therefore .,ttempts to de,-elop 
tbem ,hould he ahandoned.'" 

Alternative, promoted as safer may prove more daIll>"rom, or they 
may be eqnally dangerous, leading to fabe or ullSnpported clai"" 
and to the "'i.leading of the public 

Experience with 1'0lemiaily reduced expo,ure prodllc« '" che 1M" 
IMS r",'cokd th", p.od"Ct> prC>rnOh'd hi 11", In\Mcco in"",!,), '" 
pOl~nwlllv ,"f~r ha,'~ ~nd~d up "ilh~r nOl h"'rlg "af~r or r~"JII~d 
in ",cr~",'-~d tQxic""1 L-XpO"Jr~Sn In p"rlicular, " hrood con,,,,,,,,, 
",ilh,n Ik Illlhlic hL';llth "omm"fllty h"ld~ lilal 'l1gh" c'gar!'ttn 



rrll~lnl COJJ>UT[JC[S imo rhinkmg th~t the)' were being ""P'»CJ to 
lower kVl'ls of WXI~ ,hc'nu,--okL

" Smoker, ended IIp wlllpcn,ating 
for th,- redu~eJ m,-otine in 'li~t,' by ,mokmg ,,'ith b",cater ire 
'l"en~y and mtcnsity, rcsultmg in higher expo,UIC, than miginally , 
"'poned: 

NRT has nOl been CffCLli\'~, meilning (hal harm reducliun c(juab 
hann mainlenance 

PierceT argued thar u,iug c-;RT for tobacco harm ,eduction i" in 
tan, harm maiutenalKe became :\RT is '0 ineffective that iI 
'-""nti~lh ~nsures ,hat Big Tobacco (the large tobacco llldnstr,
companie,-i will uot lose its customers. Smokers 'impl" do 110t 
Irk" procilllt' that merely dchver lllcotine, and (herefore 'we 
shoulJ nor a"ume (hat smokers would be wrlhng: and able to 
811bstirme a nKotme mamtenance proJun tor theIr cig:a,ette 
smokmg:' I:p. 554). 

BIg: Tobacco cannut b~ tru'ted to u.veiop and market a safer 
wbacw allcmalj"c 

The tinal a'gum~Jll i, that the tobacco companie;;, ba,ed on their 
history or lies and deceprion, simply c~~not be trusted r~ develo~ 
and marker a safeE' tobacco alt~'na[[ve. - faJE'd"ld and Colgrove? 
make a ,elated point, that ·p,ioE'itizing the reduction of harm, 
however great or minimal, mal' nece",tate ,ome lerel of cOOper>lilOTl 
"ith the tob • .cco indmtry and will artarni), pmue iuaatiL'c {nr a' 
(our emphasis added, 1'. -'OT) Thm, Lohacco haE'm reduction will 
neces<arily benetit the tohacco i ndmlry regardle« of what ehe might 
be achieved. 

Analysis of Arguments in Light of the Emergence of 
Electronic Cigarctte~ 

\\7ith the emeE'gence of electronic cigarelle" the harm reduclion 
dd'ate in tohdCCO control ha, cha,,)!ed. We now addre" the ii\,c 
majOl argwl1ents against harm redllcIion in light of the eme['ge'1L~ of 
dec[Jonic cigarerres. 



l'romotion of ,afer alternative> will inhibit 'mokin.~ ce",ation/ 
prevemion effon, 

In contrast to reduced risk u!;arette, or "mokel"" toh"c.:o producl', 
d~clronic cigarette, ale not tobacco prod",,,, I-hus, Sw,ldling to 
"kclronic cigarette, i, not an aiternanve to ,,,,oki101'( cc>""tion, 
bOlt r,,,he, a rorm (}i 'lll(}king cessation al"n to 10Tlg-t;'nn '"'' of 
>JR'!' Ivlnr~ove" became 'low absolute ab,tm~n~c r;]tt', ,""",',t 
,hm rticminc "lone nldY n(}t be sufflClent to supP"e" "bstim'JJ~" 
'ympwm< 6f~cLively' II" '))I),:2 hl!;her abstlncn~t' rat", ar" likd,' 
to (1\>t";I' fmm " product rhar better adJre",," the>" 'ymptorm. 
CrlJ~;"ll), c'l~ctrnnlc cigarem,., could ennee ;mohr> who 'Hr<' not 
Oth(TWlS<' illCllTwd, 10 attempt co quit, Although the ,w" of electro
nic ':)I"m;lt~' by nomnwker, is .1 theOletical concern, thCI~ is no 
"Aimn?, <'Vid!'Hc~ th,n youch, 01 nonsmok~[s are USlIl,''; the p[()d,,~t. 
H('~l!Lltl"n" C>ln "ddre,>s the ,ale and marketing of th"," produd' to 
minor>. 

Skepticism abont the role of ~ombus[cd product, in 
hal'm rednction 

Fle-Llto"i.: cigarette", ,nch a, NRT, are not tobal'~o prod"~l' "u,]))o 
Wmb,,:;I,on lake, l'Llce, 

Alternatives promoted a~ safer may actually he equally or more 
dangeron, 

-Ih", ror, none of the nwre than LOOOO c.hnIJJ~"I" pH''''nt JJl 

10b,,:CO <",oke: includin~ onr 40 known ,-o[(ino);"n>, h", kn\ 
ShO\\11 to he l',e,em in [he cdrtnJge, or vapor of d('Ltrorn~ 
(:1g,,"'llL', 111 anything gredter than rrace qnantiti,'o, :\0 011<' ho, 
n'1'o""d ndvcne effect', although thIS pWdlKt ho, k"u on ,he 
",",kel for mor" than 3 years, SulJ, tht' FDA >trll~k" ",ore omi"",,\ 
tone ill itl Jilly 2009 1""" releas~, wdrmng l'£ th,' pr""'n<~ of 
Ulrc,nogen, '" -detectable' levels." Yet it bikd to ,,)('l1lio)l ti,"t 
tk Inds of thrSl' carcinogens was ,imilar to tha, m :\!RT prodl1~t, 

I"hk '-,1_ \X:herea, electl(}nic ci!;arettes cannot h' wm"ll'H''] ,"fc-. 
"s tlwr~ i, 110 thre,hold ior carcinogenesi" ther ~r,' undollbtnll,' 
,"fer lhi", wh>lcCO cigarettes. 



'\JltT i, unappealing aud iueffecti," 

Ph"rrna~c"tic,li prodOJd' roc d"peming nicotine are unappealing 'by 
d"olgTl' 11'_ ~ 1 ~ ')!)O to avoid 'abu;e-!idblhty·. ") EkltronK ~ig"rette" 
OJ] tho <)th," hand, were de'igned with the expn-ss purpo,e oi 
I('pkatnJg Ih" ael or ,moking, without using toba,-w.-" An lllve,t 
mmt """"intL r r~potl< [hac demand thm far h", bem exploSl\'C.02 
Int'.-n,,, ~OHS"TTlrr 1T\t~re'l in eiecrJ onic ciga[~tte, has ~lready 
"pawned" vJbnnn oTliin~ community of 'v.,per,' who compare and 
,-onttQ,t thl- p",fonnaTlc,· of, ario", brand, dnd models al corellng to 
rhur d llrabiiit), bJtt(·ty hf ~, lhi~kness of ,'apO!, and other cnteria. " 
:\0 nOIHob~~w "icOI11l" product has heretorme elicired such de,l!
,anon ~mong it, U,US, \LJgg~'ling the rare poomise of [he electronic 
dgarettc a, a smokmg C,'>,,'I,nn Loni. 

Ilig- Tuba~co cannn! he lm'ted 

Electrmm ngarctte, an: llOI 'obncco producL' and not produced br 
tobacco cmupame,. Thc)' wne in,,-'JJt('d 1Tl lIeLJing by a Chine,e 
phd[lllaCl,t Hun 1ik, who,,- '-'mplo)'L'r, Colden Dragon Holding', 'was 
so inspired that it changed it, '''' me 10 R LJ j';)Tl i mean ing "like smoke" i 
dnd started selllllg "broad'." Rod",r Ihan heing helpfLlI to cigarette 
makers, electronic Clgar,·ttcs ,ornpct" d IrL'clly agai"" them. '2 Thm 
David Sweanor, aJlulll:t la '" prok",or "P""" h,jng in [Ohacco control 
i"ues at ,he Um,-,""iry of Otta"'a, \il)S th~r ore "exactlr what [he 
tob.lCC() compame; have bcen ofr,,,d of "Ii tllL'<C yean' Y 

Conclusion 

Toba<w ~ll;"n'ttc" or,' Ih" leaditlf'; Cdns~ of dlSedse III the Umt,·d State" 
whim" wh)' trl<' 'primal) goal of [Obacco control is to [~JUCl' morta 
lit)' and morbidity ",soc'OLed with tobacco use' (p. _,2G,I.'3 E1ecirornc 
~ig:tt('IIr" ;,r,' d~"gned [0 ",i[igate tobacco-relateJ diseo,e b\ r.oJ",iIlL:" 
ci!;aIctte ,-oll,umprtoTl ;lnd ""oking race,. The evidence revIewed III 
thi>; artidt Stlggl',g Lhac electronic cigarettes are a nU1<.-h '~£n alter
nativ~ to tobQ<"" cig;lf(·Ij(·S_ The), are likely to impro,-e upon the 
dfi(a<y oi tr,,,itti01)al phnrmaco[hempl' for smoking ,essanon. 

In hght of tIll' c,id~"c~, Ll" unformllate [hac 111 the L'mt~d States, 
the AmeIi'-Qn Can«-r SOCi,'I)" ,\rnerican LUllg A>soclatioll, Amencan 



Heart A,;;oci"1I0Tl, CUlll'"i!,'" for Toba<To-Free Kid" Action 011 
Smoking and He»ILh, ,\rncri(an Lq,ac\- FOlmdanon, Americ"T) 
Academy 01 P~di"ltics, and tl1<' A,>ouation for [he Treatmelll of 
TohacLO \;,~ :Jno Ikl'nJ<kn~c have alll%ued statemems ,uPPOtIIH" 
FDA efiort, 10 lak~ Ikrn uff tbe US m~"ket.;4 In [he Cnited SWlC', 
[he com" ,,·ill uhlr""lrl) d<:t("rmmc ,,·hether the FDA ha, the leg;,] 
amhority 10 do this, !JOlt we '1"c,ti()n the ethical and health pnky 
merit, of thi, "Pl"""ch_ 

Do producL, with ,'st,d,li,hnl user bases warrant a differenl "'gu
lacnry "l'rro:tch t),,,,, cnrirdy new products! 111is would ",em to 
Follow from cOllsiotJ:TJt appb,-ari()n ()f the principal of nonmaielicC'lJcc -
'dn no h"rrn' Prodll~t, ,n to enter [he marker have only P01C1lli,d 
henel,c"";(-,, p('ople ,,110 ,-an anI. ,;peculate dhom what the l'rc~",' 
Lher"!,"LJI;C "fk,t, of the product will be for them. fn COTl1,-,,,t, 
l'rodud, "I"'"d) on the marker h3';e uSer, who may alrendy be 
d,"ri~lTlg buwfits. By ddinitiull, enactmj: a hdn will harm CLJrn'nt 
LJo,""" LJ!lIe" the ev"knc~ sUi;gests that the harm, oUlw,"gh rhe 
bend;I' /'i1 fha.l(j "lre,uh' usmg the produtt. The but'den of pmof 
" Cn) 11K r~t;ulatmy a!iency to demomtr.ne that the product i, 
unre",oll"hly d"Tlg~ro\" for its intended u,e. 

llow <I,x, this principle apply en elff[ronic ciga'~l L~'? I'or the 
mally ""peT> who rcpUIT usmg [hem in place of cig.,reLl~,,-\j th,' 
b""~I1\" of 11,(' proJun are readily ob,ervable, already ,,,,,,hlilh,,,l. 
S1Tnpl y d('rnorMratin!; that electronic cIgarette, are 'not ""fe' ""1)' not 
he sLJffici"nt ground, to ban them. Unle" the evidence ,uggcS\., that 
""PlTl" d"c" not Yldd the amicipated reduct",,, in harm 10 thc' ""T, 
,'Il" cting "" ckltroni~ u!,;arette prohibition will do harm I" h LJndr~J, 
"r Ihousan<l, of ,·apers already using electronic cigarell~' IT1 pla~e of 
tob"c('O une, - ~ dear \'iolation of nonmaleficence. 

'J 11<0 ('",mnal ""tlOnale for the FDA'> pre-market arpro",1 p)"()~"" 
- to ke('p daIl);"rou, pwducts out of [he markeLl'tlce - 'w, y Hot eastlr 
ntmd to new nicotine product, became a ran!,;, or ~"tr;lOnljTl~nlr 
,1",,(11), niconne products i, already grandfathered 111to Ih" Tunket. 
rhi, has kd to an awkwa, d nicotine ('egtlialOrr,,[ nlcl urc w h<:IC dUTy 
lob"~,,,) pro(iLK':s fa,-e few b.lrriers to market entry wlwr~"', ,kann 
prodl'<"!o "r" ,ubj,ct to ott one101L, hmdle,. The fl).\ Cl)"I~lld, that 
tJlC')' can Qnd ,hocud regulate electronic cigarell'" >l' 'drug-d""lce 
<ombmarium' that are lequ;red to meet ",in!,;enl h-d,",,)1 I-uor! Drug 
ond C(»men,- Act (FDCA) ,aiety 'L'lndard,_ 'Ih" FDA n'",()ns thar 



electronic cIgarettes do not qnahty for the usual cxempti(}ll from 
FDCA standalds afforded to most orher recreational nicotllle pro
ducrs because 'much less is known about the ;atety of E-Cigarettes 
and "it mar he pmsible fOl E-Clgarettes to san,fr the FDCA, 
;aiel1.-, etfectl\;enes;, and labeling reqlllrenwnlS ami obtain FDA 
dPpronl' {po 26,1." iromeally, rhe only nicorine pwJnns exempred 
from FDeA ,afety reguilement; are those thar are too ObVIO""lr 
halmfnl to have any chance of meeTIng these reqmremeuts. LlIlganon 
pre,enriy hefo,e the US Court ot Appeals for the DlSlnct of 
Colnmbia may n\rimately determine whether the FDA can legally 
re",nlate elew on ic cigarettes a, druf\-device combindtions, ", Regard
less of the conrt's deci"ion, we believe a be"er regularon' apPlodch 
would not acrively di ,courage pi odnee, , of harm rednction plOdncts. 

Fairchild and Colgrove"-' conclude rhar "tbe later history of 
lOhaCCO indu,uy deceptioll and manipulation WdS dn impoJ'[ant 
faclor cOnlrlbming lO lhe erosion of public health ,upport for harm 
reduclion'il'_ 201 J- \\'Ifh enlrenched ,kep,ici,m toward barm reduc
lion now manifested ,," deep cYLlici,m about electronic Clgdrertes - a 
di'l i"c' prodiJ':l th >ll >lei Li>l lIy does reduce ri,k and threatens cigafelte 
maker, - the lob,lcm industry is ironically benefiring from its own 
["'" duphclty_ I k push to ban eleClrotliC c'garette, ma}, repeallh~ 
mi'lake, of the 1',1<l in the name of .,,"oidiLlg them. Regularory policy 
lor eleetroni~ cigarellc, and mher "orel nicotine p,oduct, mlLo[ 

he guided by an ,lccurate lJllderRunding of how they compare to 
'ob"cco cignr~11 e, and i'\ I( I' in lerm, of redllci,,!', roxic expo,ure, and 
h~lp"'g indi"ldlJal ,mohr< '1"'1. 
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Effect of an electronic nicotine delivery device 
Ie cigarette) on desire to smoke and withdrawal, user 
preferences and nicotine delivery: randomised 
cross-over trial 
C Bullen,1 H McRobbl8,2 S Thornley,3 M Glover,4 R Lill,5 M Lauoesen6 

ABSTRACT 
Obieotives T,) 11'"S"," th' sh"t-wm ej,,,,,, of on 
"1et:;lor,,, II,':" ",' lie IVel)' :levir:e I", OIg"" I'" eNljlji 
on ,,',,'G'.l ,'pel" "",-hdr;","' "1"'1"" 11" rl,,,,,,:pldbll"l\', 
ph"",,,,,",",1C propertl"s en, ]d','Or" ,ffeets, 
O.sign S"~'6 bl'nd m"",mlSed ,""eotea me"u'" 
r:L'toO\'"'llol"llleHLi",WeNJ8 
Settin~ ,IIII."",I\, r",'IO',:t) (',,'lire ill A,JI:",iq,;, 1;,\'0' 

Z"cI"d 
Participants 4') ,dLII deDenj'1t smok,'s Df Iii 0' ,He 
","enes '"' da',' 
Interventions Po' lI'ild')' Wr'e ,-,,,,," II',e:i ,I Il,'e 
ErJ~O, CJ'1tJI1'ng 16 ng nlC,tlne 0',"" c,'reel", 
~k,,'en8 "",tile mol,t,o[ D, tho:' IJSIJO, ,"go'ett, " 
,"cl-, of f01J1 std, a'is:O dais "r"t. wch c","nt,ot 
,'nU' "9 ,iL"',, ,'leu 1,,,1, I' "'" III Io<d, l,rl)lil. ,,' 
Mai" outcome moasures -'0 rrirm'\' ",I ,orne 'In, 
chnrJ' tr OOSI" " Sl'10", rr,6""Jced uS "or" un", ne 
,,,'\'e" ,,-, ,"1 i pOlln.,."u81 ar" oqu, sc&le befo'o '"0 a: 
IIle,\'"I, II,'er 1 'I I~ 1M Sel"J[ II"ri olllU,'II',' "d'lIi,d 
wilt', """,,1 ,\,rlpTTl\ ,'",op .. ,,)1 1-, e",1 oj\,,,,," riVlI''', 
in CI" r8,-1l,"ponts, seOJm ""Otl16 le','els W"E 0 sc' 
l~e,u6J 

Results elver [;0 ',,,n, ""\:O"'dl V "'1I"9 16:nq trWU 
"Go-d,d C 92 en" Ie", jest'c;c ,mok, ;h,'r ,'" 
plc'ceb [\Dn IP-O OuB;' No :Hlecer," In dcire te 
smok, woo f"uod Detw,en It- m~ :rmo "d '"'01'101. 
EN JIj, ",",I' Inl"" pie"''' I II IlH 1110'1 "ho181 J: 

I,,-J 0'61 ;'1,,1 rrodllcCG hs ",I<llon 01 inC J,1t H' 
!Toet IVl 0,,1:, Cn ,vo;"ge, th' t~DD ",-",",,,d 
sel'JIn "ieethe 10, pea<" 1 ] I~g,'n-,I in Ie' to I,h, th' 
",I"ld~' 10 7 1 ng' Il! II' 32 ",In a",i "golen,,; 1" 
1]4"J/r1l'" '43"",-
Cooclu,i"". T1e 101"" 'U'I01 W EN[I[I ,ic'in,d 
d'Sire te SI~ok8 of,,- D\'Bnlg;rc 00,1I1e0:8, I','", 1'1' I 
lol"rd~"j '"" had, ph2w,",oklre,llc pro' I" m,,, It", the 
Nil;oro'io ill 1,;1,,1,11 ,I,,,,, ;, l,]be"r;,] ,:19"1(:-1" F\'ellJdl"}II 
0;:0" ,NOJ for lonlor-tern "lot'!, ,0,"",,1 fo- ;'"0-
t8l'11"," ,r,d ere",,," oessm:,n aij:s leeded 
Trial r.~"'tration 'i,) PfC7~[-J.i97"JL, AL.s:13lld and 
N"I', 7",;,,,.1 CIl'1Ic-,1 TI ,I, R"!;,",u' 

NlODUle I<p',,,,mmt theapi"" (:-JRT'J ",e sace ane 
ef'""ive ,iJ, for 'mol~nr: ",,,Olioll',_ how<,'er, l~',. 
rOn"" "demit! ,,,d,- 1" w"b """ cPr",1 ',j 

smoh", a venety of clf",nvc NKls ano Clg"""" 
s,"_obr., olmnatlve, "IT ne<ded In200~, a B"lmo; 
",,,,J oomr''''C Ruyan \'ro'"1' (HnldiE[:':- LLd; 
Chino, rocm,," ,mi :o,m:h·J rla c~'( twu", ruwtmc 
d'hVCl)' deVIce (lliDD) or "'-ago,,'t'("'" a OattrlY
po"",,ed dene, l",,-,"bl:ng' coga,me ,hat ,ontaLr.s 

" uJ, "wh-I ,:",1 , ',,_,,;\ ":lVdted h) ,1,,,,,_;]);; 011 tn" 
mouthp1(X:(' Wir'l ",ch puc '- 'r~aJ amo_mt of 
n;co"ne plOpy:One glycol ,0I":ior. wLltn,d "' 
'"pl,cet_<'lo callriJge' is he'Led '_n,I ';'r''''''lod, I" 
'''''''''' , ",silie ",," """oo"t ,,.,,,k(' '" t'''lne 
.v"nuioctu[(,,,, n('W export a growmg a"mb" aao 
va""'r 01 d,es, devICes to Lr_du"liah",d countri" 
Peop:e Jeporll'uYJL-,g lhem '_0 help qOiL smoking I" 
",: ,," "P"'" m"",(T',l"" >n c_"d """ >. 1" -,"r(~,,, 
tobacco Wl,idla""al 'ymptom, O,lr to W0[~Fhcr 
,moIGng l'estnction, or as " replacement b, Cl¥P 
reto, "O'lokmg 1 

Allhougr, H'mn '"'' h,., ,,,,I h"·,, ",,,,],,,,hl'''
IM"Y ",,,:hl, to O\,r _<rK"Nkdgc no d""", 01 
hosp"hsa"-Ons :rom ~NDD us< lli;v< be<~ 
"rorced Ana,,,,,,, ,o' ,,,,issLnns nf lit." Ru)."n VB 
FNDD '''1*""' '[(~'i ,ilk '" IO~1n-y (~1 rollg"':;J, 
),009, j'C2009/034~;6\ ,,,bITlltwi) j~" rilk of 
lLnpm"" ill th, caltndg' ILquLd IS, however; of 
COllem, to th US ,"000 ,,"d Drug Admini",aLi",,;' 
,_n,) 'h",e " " I"'k ,,[ ,,,'o,,,,,ir>ft;,lIy ,"·,efi",1 
mam1tact.mJOg ,,'e, Keg"!""" a1,0 :ack Gata QQ 

tie abil:t} of E~DDs to ITlJeve th, oeSll< to smoke 
d<;orettes me to supp"" NCB :ooaooo 'N"~ 
d,,,,',1 SVtnpl-"'n' SlHdy ,h-g", \'J" c_oo"" 
d",])J;C l!\ ,,,bjcc\;yc wJiclLaw,,_ 'ympto,,", h,,'C 
'oem ",,'d to ('valuate ,he ut:lIty of cthr novel , , 
"_kot:ne ceh"y de",,-e, ' U'JL1£, 'L.:h an 
'1'1'"""h, lhis <l'HI)' """'1'''''' Ihe Ruy'_n W 
loUD CuntiU~ 16 "'g rueotm(' c""ridg('> '0 or.c 
contalIll:;g 0 no "'rl!loge' (ld<r_tLd ill "P?"ranco 
aLlj Ln e!'.em"'''r bl:t bdcLlg nicotIn'), NlCOJett' 
,,:C,)',,\" Inhl,,'nt end '''''01 ([g'_"'''('' W(' 
'lw",m"" th,ug" In d"'l[(' Ie ,noh, Wlthj,~w"_ 
5)-=P'O~1S_ proO\lct p,,:e,enc,", "IllLIl ~.:c",.r_c 

level, "'hl advm' <",nts abr 1 cLoy', "'" 

METHODS 
p.rtloipants 
I'drti"r"~t' were' ,e""",',1 :r"~1 thl' local comnu
rut)' III lUekIanC_ ~'w ilaIar_d, betw,m Janmllr 
2003 ,nd ren,wy 2008 Thq w"e ",,"<sed ""_ "'', 
",-, i>1 ld"phrrfte '0<,1 r", d:glhlit) (,g'~' b,;!w",'" 18 
,nd !O)l'~I>, ,,"(.+,,1 to or 010'" hc,ory-maci(' 
"garettos per d,y lor ot I,,,,, tr.e p"t }"aI, smoked 
uleiJ '-IrS: cigoJe:le nf LI-.e d,y wilhm SO "'" r/ 
""ki"2, 'oft,' W""'"" L"umt;y "I t"",ptilg ,,, q1'it 
""-,,king or "'iI!uag to do so.n 'he Il<xt 50 dars~_ 
5ho;,b:e pa1tlClpants were illv'tee 'YJ ,-isi, dle "lidy 
,enUe ot TIle Uni""rsi'y or ALdd',nd In 
&,,'0 ""ill"n :nhtmc-l (.("',:!);, '"'''Wit;!" 0 'l'-O,
tlO~na:re ",bag abon domograp2", ar,d ",,-,,!eng 



el""el"""i,< ,,"c' undergo ,melll"-'l (m,aica: htOl" b:o,)d 
pr(~>~[(', k"l "" ,,"~ :!rinoly'" :m gluooso~ 1'1', rx,lcacd 
peop_o who lcvo"ed n~-""l n)y",,,,di,1 mFarclioc_; OJ'cojna 
pectoris 01 0:'101 srno"" meaICM wnd;l;o", (d"f,e"" me:li:u" 
,evm "llelgies, POOI:Y controLd a"hIT~ m uthe, c;,w'J" 
d,",,", po''':r ""n,rolled psyci:<_tnc J"onlm 0' ('or",n' 
cirrru;,j acpenaeI)(," "lher Lh,_" r.:cot:1,,) >[,d pregll:mcy 
(oollF_Imed by ?o,itiH' ,,,;'>.o'! '"rille< ',,, ,'1HC(;). -'reo" 
Fe"':"g, ;,Iood p""lue ,WO m"'- Ji"" ,y,t"h, ,_nel'~' W~ mm 
Ilg " •. ,«,1", W",~hl -4,5 or ~120kg-_ 0' cement ,,,c d 'ny 
otho, ,",10k;""" """SOl,,", medic,lliom At dOl' tlme; wo Ir • .,itd 
a~ pa"npallts '0 IT,"""t,· ,ll:'0' w,,~ ""0 wt:lic_f' co gIH 

','"nn", bboo somples for on.J1y", ot ruwt'nc, 

Sll,dV medication 
Ruyan VB E:--lDD, S:IP?l:Cd h) tI", ","Dl1L;c-'ur~r; Rey"" (;roup 
::r-roldinG': Ltd, "" pe~-iliap,a ac,",,~ tkt iud,,,ie, ""f,,,~,.. 
,H,' h'h,1J~) I~" bactery. :m ok,roruc mCUlt_ , "-'For-,"", 
a roplac(",blc- 'drtr,dgc' ,_"d ,_ l'lC'J'_hpiec,_ TIle ,,"nage labcllo3 
1601,0 cor,ta'ns 1.06 g '" 1:'1,,,1 ",,,"!,,,,jog C 8% waLer, 14°; 
o,co"",,_ 8:'_7"" propyk~c glvcol oDd 0 ; ;", glyU); (,\I, I ,u[:"",o.; 
1009, TC2009:0';4-.15.1, ,u"mictocj l':nnClpaa" IID60mmd '" 
a a,) ,".Dj; tl", H-!f]n were ",k"" to pu~ t_,e d<VKe " ti('y 
wOllld th,~ ",,,a: (",,_ml'" em "~"n 4Fl", ,h, ;,rs: _'OUI. tier 
Ide :11< ""d)' cm'" aM ,""" Ih,' ,:"""~ " "'lu"ed 'or " FUI tl,"r 
8 h b"f"r~ ,,,,urning '0 compl'" 'h, rating ,dl~ \V.; (h;r~ .. d .. 11 
bat:l'n'~ 2 "","k; ;,,'0," the "udy =d bmvec r""h ,ia),"' .1>0 
to "~Slll" 'k" ",C,,,J.] "1'""_'" ,_, in'_e"d,d _'iJcOle"~ lLlhalatoos 
(lO'!anura":Jrod at ±to nol(, of th,' >, ,df by ?Odr H",:", AB. 
l-iel<lotll0'g" Sweden: WH' pncia>l'a wma""(;olly, \\1,"" 
p":llip'"'' Ll<e,1 'he ",halator. We >;ave ,h,m a bh>tc[ pel uf 
SIX :r'!-.. Jato! c'"-~n"g,'" MC-' ,,-")l.',in"'g 10 mg or P_lCOt"" ror 
ipj",l::t'OLl, wltil ,,,,,:nIctlOm to I',d ,,"_ ,:\e mh,I"", ove, 
20 min b j" ',rst _,on TIleI,aitor, thoy w,~c ;"'" ,," ",j '" use 
" &C-c·;y. I'""l''''bly hourly. up '0 a Ir_aXlQl'T~ 01 5lX c,"-~,.G~(~ 
over the (dY, d> !(' "",,,e"el~J br Ule manuEacturer,' l:dOl' 
retemi"", '0 :he stJay cm'rc \VI\cTI ;,miocn;,,·d 10 <moke l~eir 
us"",.1 c1'<"_le:te,; pa""lpao.ts ::0 '" over tic ~"t 5 u,,, '" ,h, 
£T,: I""", lhen '<eely"' th,y,,,,.,;-£: 

Sample si,e 
P""d OIl 0 pleVlOl;S stJdy, ',1 we ('Sl.r~d:cd 48 P'" i~ P'''' < wndJ 
be ])(·c·d,,J '0 ':"'"lC' ,one pob: dL:lermce III d"":,, to ,moke ,,"
on ll-point (~ 10) ,,,,J,-'-'-''''<Lr,d,.l20 Lnn, b! th, COQlI".mo,,
btt"'OeJl :h, 16 and 0 ng [hTlD, '''Ll'''-in~' "·.u,in podcipont 
<;0 o[ the "spon" V:nhl"le d 1.0 FOJ.lO.'> aaJ "rltl>t,d p, 'W'" 0'-
90% .. l' ,,,,,)_secK ",onilcanoe b'd of 5%_ 

Procedure, 
P,_,li::p"nts were LB:[:J"toa to ab""m trom ,,,,,,u,,g ",,1 ,hhol 
[,om 20-(1() "n :~, nig." 0,,:01' ,~ch stJay ia)' ani "'Cln L"", 
one Crlffi."llC [,., ,,' ;"8<l 1 h berol' d" "'Slor_ On m-:\'a! at 'h,' 
stl;dy c",trc_ crulx<~ 1:101)O",d: (CO: w'_< me"u,oo m powe, 
p,_'lti expmd breath ']sLng a Jk:,,,,,~t Snwh!v,,·, 1_ JI CO w'_' 
",)S p'_'" nor miii<on (ppm,~;:I1, ""gard "Clay I"atmm: w,; 
ollocatd: iOVow(~. II ('C) w>< ,15 rDm or :hev "pOltd 
smolcng 10 tho p,,~.om 12 1-_ f\<1' "jl'~n', w"re ;e"'~"":J:ed 
",_,e"oer po","k to a SJb"cp:mt ",,,,on, 00 Il,,, fir<' 'L"el), 
cay, p';ti(;I"_~" we,e rondolOli"d (0 u~ OTI' of OoU[ ddm'nt 
P'OOll'" "r--.:DD, ('[,,,\,ill-'S ,,,t-"Line \1" 010) or pm'Do \0 "'0;:' 
cap,d,,; N.co""e lOloctia(' uiliol,lo' ,,' '_",r '",",1 rigar"" 
,q,,"-,,'io', w'" per~o[md "'Lng" raMom ,"quc'"",,, 01 L,'" 
w,jo,. c¥'b ·"rre<p"'''''''g lo on, prod.]ct prepard .n aa"'UK(' 
by ti(' "uiy ,:rl"'''''''" ,,-'iot Lh~ lotlLl'quare 01";-= to 

.-"",-",1 fo, lim, dEect] i'anClpa,,-" ,,~.ci illVCS::tg""'" WeI" 
b-iu,h) o,dy L0 ",jgnm<rr: to tile E:--lDD condlt'.on (16 or 0 mg;_ 
,r.cil! wo> ~ol PJ,,,bk 1" ,J'""i!" the order of '",,,'m'I" 01:0 
catIOn l'a"~'1pants 'dt " J",b in,' '0,"" wh-,,, ,he', ro'''ple:ee 
""ngs d d~SLr< to '01oio na orJ-.cr wlthlrrlwo' ,v)')I""'"' 15 
'_1\d "m:n hefore USlLlg t]-£,r oIlocated product :th",,' '''twg' 
were 1,1"" ,vc"c_gd '0 j"",ide b,_,e:ine rodng',~_ TIleY 11o"d 
t2m mOllth wllh w,l" ::" '''lu;I", 0".1 pH) ,od lCYlk ,h", fIrst 
dose at 08 ~ll Who~ ,j:Ow('(1 to ,U\u~c Ih('-' u,"'; "g"'"'' "S, 
1"'1' 'P'"'' di,1 so Ol:ts:d, :"qUlred Gy :aw), howe'V('!; w~m 
aJQ("t,·,: 'n I'W FNDh_ p,,":cipants med t]-.em Ind0015 
Rat;ng' wen' noack' ,t ". 10, 1;;, 20, 2", ~O, 40, 5~ '.nd eo min 
O'""_UIl, FrolT_ t2e ~L~: pllH 011 ("ch Frodvct, 1'0"""[,,,,1" (WlJ 
HL Lb' <cud)' .:enere wI,h lLlSCCJctD"" eo ccnM,lr :hm ,l>ual 
a,uy ";,,,:1;1" IUL no: lo ,make '::ml"s en th, :J,"a! CW-'<tt< 
groJP:' ami to '''"' 1',-" II1!dy pr;,d~d leg";,,,ly OLlG t"ely 
throu<;~ou' d" day Ihc'y lltl;mca at 1:":3(1 [," e.O ,,-,,,,,,"
n,enL, '--" report produo, :J" mdlding ad\'(~,,' c'VlTIts ,u,,: tIl(' 
,',,,o~,", ,,[ 'oy <:it"e"" <mwed. ,a" '~le degre, or "t"'''::ton 
aad md(lb(~,_ and to ""uen ,;'" fl'",-""i03 <lud)' p,od"" 
PartLCLPaJltS w,", atcm(,J 10 ,w,ke ," t),ev w"l".,l 0",'" ':,,,,e 
Ine,,,,,,,, "'"'Ie coLec:03 aaJ dunng tD(, J.,jay v,d)",,: pmlld 
o:tw,"" <'"Mil <'''ely "",_y On t'.e cay a,bca"d :Or l:Slllg th," 
cwn q;mtte. ["";'-:1"_"" d,d n,,' l.'_<e p"l In e"er.lLlg 
m,"S""ITlCa" 

A 'LO«L 01 p"mOlp"r_ts gave vrno", blood ":neb for "D_,I
Y'" o'I'I"rl'>' l1i'olir,e co~cen:"'nons Ir. 60s glOl:p III add_tDo. 
to :::0 pro,,,,,,,,', ,:o,('(;o"d ,hM", 00 ,,,_,eh <luel), """y. m,d_col 
,,:>If Ir_,,,,,o3 ar_ U-gauge b"''''d), ",·,·dle '" n 'h)-,-,l M,""" 
Fore,,,,, vein and WIte_drew .)-rd (,;006 lampl('s "I b",c:w(; th··) 
at S. [0, 1S, ~O ,one m min obr ,ru'';,,1 COSlLlg Blood saJToples 
,vue hl, m Vo'''',11 t L),," '" , "''''per''Lre_mOl1ilO",d cool box 
m:nnta.r_ed 'o,tv_e"o. U~C 'j)(: 6'( ,nd ,<ll'w ,.",: ,,[ ,';;c_il "wy 
,,,,,1011 wore LJ"p_sp0Jtd to" lod hbOla:ory ror "1'"ot;"o ) he 
pJo,,,,, ["'''0'' W" Frozen o"b, ~'m~ dllFP,d to a natcOn,j 
rctcolTIOG I"bu;o- '0' [0' E_c"Lne '-"11"nU'LJo~ a"oy udn., th, 
m"hod ",,"elope: by .v)mo~(")-' d'd lIl-11d"m)," 

Fo'loWJll" "uoy COIT_p:CtlOn, p'"--='pantl ""'" imik: '" 
,LI ""d , f,m'"p ,e"atlor_ jlLlLC n:n CHI 5 wem ) h majontv 
attcM('a d h't 0"" ,,[1',,"," ",,,,,,ns 

Meas",es 
\~" "".,,0,] "wl:,dra,,·a' u,in, t]-_,e, IUIY'_S hOIT_ t]-£ lvllimrsota 
N:.cutln,' Wi-lAo,,".1 ';,,1,", iJric.,,,_lity_ ,,,stl"'TI"s 01'" dd.
cdry cO~'(TItr"ling, (," 0Ih"< Mll'''''''''' """",,e \":hJrowal 
Seal, i"'Ols-lLlcreas<d app<:c,,;waght g,m o(1''''''u" 0' 
;n""""_lil-W"re net induced bec,us, t;-.05< wO:JlC not 6, 
pI"l>;b;) "'P"C'"OC"" _11 ,ud, " ,hore p'nod We mcbdod m 
add:tlor_al :tc"", "a",,,,e '" "",-k"" (, "WLl":" ,'M<,-«,,:l 
,,",u:valer_t to eh, more cmEnc'oly med tcJJ:L> '''''''''g- ", 
'ur~"",I' which I""S 1I'£osured by ,sking, 'RIght ="-_ hUN 

'IH>e], do YOd W'''' ,1 dr.arelte'- We ",ked p:n::tClp:mts to .nd:
cote ,h'J paccpti0r. ot dll It,'m, by ,OJ( ~;"" _, ,"s "I '_"' __ 0gue 
"ale number l:rt-",r= 0 ana W 'xhc", O~'n"1 <It dW ,ud 
JO_"e"lrol"dy' PartlC:pano> no:rd the oocnron,c of ad"":",, 
cvmts WI=Wnly ""p"""",,,i wLib NRT~" "'_Il!, ,:otef,oli" 
ad'_pted :rom) )"1"1: " .-.-!' < ,nJ '''y 0'],'", ''',KL "ltH lJ'" W 1 h" 
list On t_" !::S, "udy day_ ,nll blind Ic ,h(' leWD :oaditi,l]., 
F"'t<I"lJl< W"'" >,<~d to late 1."[1 sad""ctlOLl w!th t',0 
produ'I' c"r~p",,~: ,0 -b,'" """I <:igor"Lle< esong "al,< 
(O-'completcl)' ";c,a::t,"·cu,g". :O_"hJy so''''y,p_g"}'''; ('n ,:\e 
"m" s"le. u'''y rat<d hcipiJ!ness ('n l=p1r.g ticm from 
,,~oki"il, hovc· p:ea<"'ll lb, plod"et wos to "se, how oLTo8ar
l'-"io.g;t w",:" '''" ,n 1:,,· comp'"y of ochers, the d'gl" to 

'l', 



wh:ch ,h,l' ",""iC c," it to old a qu:t actompt. a~d whco"", thcy 
'.'10,,1<: "~",-,-",.,,,) " '0 it Fr.eEd w~o ,,"lltod to stop smoklllg. 

Statistical an.lysis 
All "Ea:; .. "s were Ullcmoi<en O~ an m,mnon-to-trca; b"", We 
''',:)-',,,) Lhe r,im",y outcOl"e, co""'pOlLSon of cmr.ge 1~ d,si1(' 
'0 "mke bc~w('c~ the 16 'nd 0 ot,& fNnTJ, usic.f; "e, Ulld" j" 

CUlW Ovel 60ITilll a> 6e d(1'cruomi v"'obl" Tho ',"",nel1l 
dFw ",os ths 'he awrage chang,' 11'- d'llic to >IT"'kc '-""" dJ" 
riO "H"' ,"'" 1-,,, u<iog ,ach pLoduct. FOI tillS md ,h, ot1-.or 
ranLp, ,he ba"',,," ><'"'' :lhe "e, ""Jer the cutve ot 5 mie. 
bUOle prod",ct tHO;" ClT~I;ncnt ~,[,·tl ''',' I hn" [,""",i "",.e Ixeo 
<'bl< in eh, lO1ocei. We a;,;o ,xaTI:Lred t1-.o change ia "(~"'" to 
;",0<" ;,,'IW'"'' I'", F .. 'illD an" other pl0du,,, :'nholatOl md 
u,u,,1 ago,",,,,) "~"g ""I)"" of ,:Ol'a"",,ce w:1h ,,~tlur.

parti[:pont vaLio.'-"a mdIJ(:d", "",hn ,,r,,,,, W, ,leal: wi:h 
mis'ing daUl u,in, j" i.st ,·a:cc cam(',J lmv.ard m,·,h"d, 
Ph"",,,,-,k(1:d.C I'"ameo"" (Cnm: :pe<k pl"m.l 0O=tr,
(;u))) "",I tn" :' m" 1o ",lOh [J""x): wel< c,:cuhted based Oil 
p:"sma ccncmtratlOIl-tur,c ';ot" bv uudd-,)"I"I'0"d,~,' mel hods 
USlLlg .IAS \"ISlO~ n (~'G Jrut:t\;t(') YL1:tipk- """1"',""" 
"o,we,,, pm::u,,, ",ere :>:'justo:: tOl "!a, t"'" iU~l')-KrdmT 
mtl,(,J on:i p v,1 '"' 2nd 9.1"0 ,',)nlldenoe in"'nol, (Cis;, wero 
c"irr"td ior ",i CODOVOT'"", 

RESULTS 
PartiCE~a'" oha,.cteristic' 
rig,,,,, 1 one",,"~ l'''';(''p,nlll"w Focty partic'p,n" "'el< ra~d
ori,od, b3°; 0' whum wer" w' ''')en Th" ''''~11 '.ge w,.' 47.0 :sn 
12 4} }"EO" "nd j" meaIl kvd of ruwtinc G(1''"''''"''(' a"go,
stn',", Tes'_ of Ni(0'i~, Dependence") was 5~ l'a:t£:t?IDtI 
,m"h'd el, ''''''"ge OC 20 2 (STJ 7.3) c~g,ret'" smoked per day 
Twenty-live par::tClpaa" hot: l')(~,,"!SIy ",,·,1 ~"'ul in, p'Lch", 
Llinet"'" reported poev:ou,ly "'-"-f [Jlwtlnl' !p"", I WO 1-od ",e,1 
lh< ""d',lor, bct none !-.,o use" aa :oN[)~l b,:or,. Duc.r.g the 
II\.dy d,», m"" P" n:il",n" c,eC 1~E plOduc" """ladY:illd 
aO"3me" ITo:n ,,,,,,b,g" ,," r "'I,, i, :,n',vel'o,- "·.,en "'lLlg 'h, 
161I'-); ENDll. prnmpno> ,muh·d "" ''''''''W' 2? ,:<"'; ';[;"
relle-; ove, Lb, clay, compH<d "orh ".0 c.salute, wh,r, mmg 'he 
o 'lJg I'Non '.c,d ~ 4 '.g"Je,,,s v.-n", :JSll".g th, L~ilola:or Nmr 
parti':pont, 01\ ,v""g" !;,ve b'ood ":101~J" for pklm2cckinot" 
a,",I)-~i' on r",~ ot" ""dy ,I,), 

Desire to smoke "nd w~hd,"w.l symprom. 
flgcre 2 ,ho",", the chongo hO~l b",c:im in d,'s:r(' tc "l:wkc ('V(" 

6() "'" U'u,1 ,w,re", use ",ulted m 3lg~J.ccnt1y g:cate, 
n,d",,,-,,o> 1~ ,h",' I ° s~nke ,ompc!Jed tQ L'lDD (16 aLld 0 !ll~} 
ae.d lLlha"'tcL DesIre to ,m,'kc r"""o' ,,,,,,kd i 1Mr low,,· level 
'i mi~ abr ,I" f"GO pdf with U3cal c.ga:t~t(·I, 10 mill dft(~ tJ", 
'"'' 1'",-,- Wei" 0 mg E.'illD. 151rw1 aft" tll~, P:Jc v.-Oth 16 n::g 
ENllll m" on ('''ml':ell''~ 2~ l~iLl 0; pUrlmg on 6e m!-.al,,,oL 
Over t:-.e 50= pClood, p"mc;p"-',\S ,d"g Ik J6ng F .. 'illD 
exp"""n,ed , "rea", decrease !a dc,,,,(' tc 3moh· 0.6 uoJ,: I',," 
P"'e<"P"'" '"SL"~ the 0101g E~TID (, [, ;Je~ts). a dlltClmce of 
002 UeL" :,5''0 CJ 0.25 0 1 3S, 0--0000 (see toh:e 1) h th, 
compOl:So,,", betwren 16 dnc 0 '~g INDD" "8,'" ',,,,." rninl, 
'_he dlff"rence ie. d'Slre to smoke becam,' '.gruii,nt trOD 25 U)J" 
:hro,,~n to 6(1 ",:n, ,"-:,on U'OeI' I "Olceo 1.3 uLlits (?o")'o Cl 0 23 
:0 Z 25, p-O,~O~) Je-" <I'$'r" If) mlo<e v,,: h :he 11' m~ Et--,TID 
j,aLl 'he 0 mg E~DD 

0",,. riO min, ,h,;r" of th~ 16 mil ENDD redllc,d ra'.r.p:or 
Jritdb:.h:y, I:stl'·"·,",, ol1d clf;'C~.ty COLlcmtmntlg IOlOle t;-.<n 
:he [1:ng !:NlJlJ; '1Ov-''''''''' ,',e<e di'Ferences wele ~o, ".,ist.' 

~oo 

r 

Book,d fo, '"''''""''' ,=;~, " <tudy emtr, 
,~, 
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Figure 1 P,rtJ"'~'"t flow 

(~lly ,¥<u'il-O"lt (lOb'o 1;- \,,,,.bly, Lb,"t" wos n" d,'r","",',' It, 
witl-.drawa: ,"mptu:r" l"'twe,", til(' 16 mg ENDlJ "ad 101ol,,,,,, 
"·',ere" "sual c~,:t<S l<duced WIthdrawal nnLlgs mOl' OLl aJ 
,1"",< 'h,n ehe olher plOduc" 

R,"ul'" ,,( :It" <','on,L"y ,n,ly,e, com~",,,~ Lh, 10,ft£, 
Ei'i:JD, lo.'!alator, "'cd aga,,·tt,· end 0 mg lliVlJ '"c ilio;o,Tl in 
toh.e 2 i\ld10:Jg;-. a "reacG rcdcctlOn III des"" to ,moke was 
n""",d Wl'~ d" 16 m" cOlr_paro1 '0 t." 0 mg q!ore"o, t!u, 
JifS:~",,,' Wo> ))0 10"&'" <lgn,",;;nl wl,,'n "dl'''' ,,) 'ur ",~I' 'f" 
,ompamoas, 

Product prefere"oe, 
'j he 16 ng r'1TlD ,,-, ,,) h'~J-.er fo( r'e","")"" 0' use I h,n Lhe 
lI'.h'.kor by 1 ,19 urn:> :95", C1 0,13 tu J 1'", p-OJll6;, c;",",· 3 
shows ,hat m,,,n >aOls,aCtlor_ '"'.r>g' for 16 mg n;DD and 
,nh~l,-'n' "'ere "mil" and """ hif)·,e, t~an tin" Fo, p.,cebo 
f};DD, "Jd (··"hwas<rr."," 81",,,,,,,,d wI'h ''''"£ the ,levlee 10 
th, CO~lpor,y of otMl-'; was low b." aot sigrmcant:v dLffc'Ieat to 
eh, mhobtor T2e 16 rug ENDD was ,,,,"OUre:: OVE! 06" 
p,o':',,'" ro, en'hh~ paflic:p,n,,:o keep flOm ,,,,oking:, lo be 
II "d ?~ a P-"'''-''''; ":11 I;u\,; C i(: ,~:' fo, "'Cl1mm('"d l!\'; \11 " 'TI,""! 
w:-,Q ",",,,It,d to stop ,moking It wa, also 6c mo" prcic-r",,! 
,):emotlv, '0 "gore"", 58% of prnK1ponts ,:nd ti",. ?rdmoc 
thefNDD, /5% r,,"ieoreC the inh,I"", it,,!! 1.0·'0 I ked net'hOl'. 
)110 d('gIc'{' of ''''''' 0t 'M "-'os "'01" cm INDD ,.,,) ,),J"I,,\o, 
:43"~ and 45~o. lf03p(x;nvciyl. 



Fiy"re l Ch,"ye '" """" 10 >",ok" Imm ba,eh"e 'Vel tile fl['\ iN,", 
oflBr ,"el, pwLluC\ use, 

Ph",macokinatics 
On ""'I age, th, use cI the 16 rag INDD resu~td ~l mode" 
",",",,", i" Hn"l" en'n," :",,<1, \'f'e ,bl" ,1) ll," 1-",-,,, ,,,,,,, 
'" p",k D'Cl'Ii"" ("GIK,',,\'''\ uu We' ",",,,il,,,d v,_lh \_,\1,: ';g'
[t'tl"" followed by cicolme ~NDD, ane' ,he l[L~alato, USJ:ll 
cigOleote use go", 0 cigr_:LcaLltly hL~her Cmax lbr_ the olhe, 
procun, in I',e 10,_,""],,,",1 !'mjurl o"d ,-,,,,,n,,e, ",,,1),,,,, '>ill" 
,":j",\"",,, [,.e j),d1iI'L' "'''''0'''''''' (r-O,OI), 

Adverse everrts 
Th,' n'",'- r'"'ILl"",ly "'por,,,; "i9"«0 ,,,,",,1< wo," ,""",f, 'nd 
\l'R"" ,,--r:toh'll (t"hlt· 4), om; we'''' muot (',>;nmm with th
inhalator :e8%) and leRSt CGILI!lGn with :hr U mg H-o.:DD (22%) 
llle di'lelen.:" betwc,n act"" and placebo ENDDs and in~a 

:"'0' were "~'"<l"','lly ~g"..r..:,,,,, (1'.-0001) N"lSt8 w" mo" 
");"",,,,,Iy "1'"",,1 ,r"" lr1''''g FN[)fI "'", bEt. " wuh tic 
otl-.C1 f:,etv.-em-pl'odllot cili",r=, In ao,'mo <VeIlts OC'UIlTIKC, 
was not ",oJlllicoLlt_ No Sf:llO~' advers, ,,"mrs (k je>tl-.s or 
""~:s requi'in~' hosFilLllsalioo) occ:r, red during :h, <l:rJy 

[}lSCUSSIOIll 

~'o 16 It'g Ruy"" F Nfl') '"'" "g'it( ",,1\ ,,,,U'" deLi '~" t ~"n 
the U rr.g lliDiJ at lC',JUC.ng dell'" to SI:.lokr ovtl 1 h 0' ~'" 1he 
o end 16 mg ~'DD rohevcO oo",e to ,mokr W:thill ,[" !irst 
l[i,,,," of '"SO, l'Ul lh, 16 Llle ENfiD r"'neo c,,;re In SLllOke 

"""t "I j 5 miu (J 0 n", e'tc·, I ',,; ),,' pdf:" I"UIe han ",hel the 
U mg ~NDD or the rucoM(' inhoIato" wEeh w"' ",t bCHlg 
p:ded :lS p<r mstlucnor.s gIven to pltlClpa1ltS lll< reol:Ctlon In 

T.bie 1 Prim,'Y camp""on, oioh,ngo m de,ir. to 'mo', "nd othAL' 
withdrawal symptoms ![Om haso[no ",tw,cn U ,nd 16 m~ nicotin, 
ENDD 

"""n''' "'10k, 
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p,,, """,tr,,," 

0" 10-" " URi 
"" ': _H' ro 0 ") 
OIJi 0_"10113' 
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T"hle 2 SBCOlldo'Y "",lyses uSing ",ulwar"le' ,","p",o", of 
cho~g~_~"_ cI,~!ir" ,_" ,,,,,?kefr?", _ i};:~IIn-" between ail pwduct, 

M", ,"""."", 
:"~o'O"'"' "C"o""o';'"Co~ _____ ~''':',',''''' ~~~~~"A,'j"""" , "I .. 
o ",s", " mg oroo DBO 1- 0" to "'1 "" 
l' "" [IIDD """,", ~,~"',~ ,nl "I,"" 
r, m, 'NOD '.""" ,-_",,' "'l''''''. 
" "'d [I~W '"'""" I~,w,,'w 
",I"I'~I 

" IT" '"DO ,~"'" """I '1"""'" 
",,"",'10 ",h,l.w, \'~'"" ",,~I 
","'?tI, 
'''"', ,,~"", "oot,,, "·"""1 """.,-

""1-"",,'171 
'''11,''103301 

-"'"1-'" "'" 
1 '" 10_""D 14" 

, " '" '" " '_59) 

033 

o 003 
o 0:" 

'A", ,w ,,, ,,,,'","" """01, ",,""0" ~<,,", " II,'" "" 'i, ~'''' ,"ml,"o', ", ",'om 
.-<f,,' '"' ""It,"" ""1",,",0< ,,"'" -II,", ''",'~ ",l,w 

ddle to ,mokE Lll j" "1<' 10 ni" of Et-.TJD "-'0 'rp"'" 11) bc 
,,,clere""'Ol 0' n,cNme ,kO'pliol), "n,: ""<y I,,· """ tl' b"h,,,
,'''''' ",< ",,) ,,,Ii 1 ;',1 ii,' '0"'"'\;0", "JOJ.COI tC1 a,a"'tt" ,rr.clCn& 
on" 6" "ntic'lpotwn '" JJlWnnG dchvCly 

In ti, p!>.armaco<:tn,,'" aLl:llY'''', tc.e '<JULll m.:o:me Cm" r") 
U''''' oi"a,,"o< ",os (o'''parabl, "dlh och" <l1~1'",.'- Ih· 16 TIl'; 
eNDD', perl",,,,,,,,,,, v:O> LOu",Wnt wit!: nadlIIg' :rom ",'m 
Il\ ('-mod" 3r~chr.g IT"clu~(' t",," of tlllS sa~" ",akE 01 INDD, 
wllleh d,lIv,",d 10"0 0: tho llIcotlll' pel pod d,:kereJ "y 
,_ regulor """,_,Ibo,o cir,a'"Lle (M h"~",,,,,, /'009, I'U0091 
%4~.'i;;, """'H"I',]) TI)I' 'Lgg"'I' \).01" " m','!" h, a NIU 
I',,->(h-t, wnC(~:L.IJ.g ~"'OIJlC de},"",}', ,h,ro a ,igoIme_ Tile 
ShOl~" tmax 01 the EI\DD '" con'policon to :h, :Ilhol",)) In")' 

Jell"t som, ,;-'so'plion d" the ''',1i,"l<)(! 'IC_," c""p,,'~1 wI,h 
,,,.',,,1 .b""pl ,on ror I it., ~"'0c""" ",1"100,-,,, I'll" lNDD, UI th, 
':UC) "'"'' PEt" wml;tL'"'t lor pdtng ,ad rucotlLl' dd:very "s 
'h, r~,dLO",al :';lCormo li'Ll:""or A'OOlit on, chid of p'~"'-'_ 
Don" ,hOlwd no Inooea", in blo,,-:: nicoLine when "'ing Ill': 
Et-.TJD_ S""", )H"""P'"'' "l"rrld ,he.: ,b,' dc..,:c(' 'omc~llY"'S 
f,w:d IG pwdu,' m.3t v, Jen rdkd It i, ro"ar t200 tocilrue:ll 
plOlums collId Lv, ,futtod 'h, dose rece,v<d ,hos is no: 
:llto~etl-.," ,uplls:ng ,:vm th.o.t t:"se device, a,e no, ''''Ocr",,_ 
lLred lO l '\" ,,'n, "'0'>''':' '00"-"''] ", pn,,,,,-,,('c,\:1w) om,,,,, 
,,,(,I,,, tk ;"k!",o', 

~.""","" "'~"'" 
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""""""'''' 

Lt ~"'"'" ",,,,,",,,,, 
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,,",~ ~"""'" ,.""", 

Figure 3 A hl~h" rating IS Ind,e,tlvD of' groa'", likelihood of finding 
U'" ~roduct m,re ;"""fl'i,,\!, helpful ~I""sant, omharrassing, lik,*,,' to ~e 
used lor """'U """'Hog c""aU'ii ""d to be rooommondod to at.!", 
lerror ba,. represew SI,,,,IOid errurl 

" 



Table 3 Pharm.""~'notic proporti"" of """,1 c'Qmen., 10 mQ [~UG 
"od Nicoretle ,nhola!" 

p""", 

U;J<; e"""" I" "' 16 m, "'"0 io ') 
N".,," '" ",",",,' !0-1 0) 

M"" Lo"", !"""I 
19\% Gil 

"''''"''''! 19,5,4.1 [Oi,1\ 

J2, "" " "-'i 
-_""U, ""'","" "',"," d, w~ do.'" 
',"""",, ,,, b,," '" mooL" '"'''~ 

roc,,, ","" 
l'ol"LII"" CII" 

13-' ,,,,,,, 3, 

'-,iUUO"'i 
" 110 to 1-' I 

\Vo ,I,,) nu' "'; i'IO' i "",,, pc,-: "'poats (oae mlOg th' lcl!aJato!, 
tWo H,'I'g E"llD,\ had i;gh ba;dmr s<mn n:cot,~e ,-,,:ue, 
(128_ 12 U anci 6_6 llg/Llll:, wE(h ceo_lllod 0\-'1 t~e hour; ffi'''"~ 
ti, po<sib,hy of re,,,nl <mol('l'1' or ,_ ,,,'H( '" "gocctw, (icll'lte 
<:0 ""li"8< <~&;"""'g o,)""",i'" he,,,,':ng th",o cat" IE 
, I""i b,,( "a,)y,,, l'~ the FTIm'll), cuteome and 'mtr,dr"wa: 
symptom, gave a "mllmmm'"_' :n d,e me"" decr"",,, '" ,,,,,,,, 
to ,,",oke, f,om 0 82 w 0 91 "0[" (9.1", n 0,29 10 I 5.3:. whe'! 

Wfl< Slil: "("'""'0[ (I,-Ii OO"~, """'['''',: to p_o""bo_ ,,"'h httk 
,':",,;:' ,n '1". v,:"'" .'DC "g~:h(~nc(' of chmgos ill ~r:t"bll:ty 
rcd(~,~c" :U-'" poor 'CllLmtra:tGJl_ 

0"",11. "" RU),"" E'\IDD was <'mil" c,' "H> N"'1c1i" 
mh,bloL on , mng" or ,"",0'" "'" ,>1', ,S ,,[ u,:! ['Td""TI'-(~_ ami 
",,,,, "'p0rt(Xi d ,mJ" h,",!"mc), of no" ad"me e;'eLlts except 
:ur" ,ar :C"VCl OCCllTITIlLr 01 1:l0ut" or j,root imtot'on t~an fOJ 
th" ;ruwatO[ 

TI,e <lr",&,:" "f ,)'" <":dy In,hd,' tlw ,t"d}, POF"bti'Q of 
d"p"nd""L bu, ";,o,,):h}"" ~"k _,,,d tc-:ma1(' slllok", ",:mtd 
(W~· tbe cor~~lumty- 'h,' liS" of" ClOssover des:;;n to InlLllml<' 
'aJ-'.lbllit)'_ b"" aLlj :onEondlTI<;; [(I,d tl" :Ice 0' ilem, frflm 
volLdoled i",,,u,,,,,",, [ur rr,".;",,,,,~ h-y ""tn'm(', Vic ,,"" 
~ "_"8" 0: "",SI" " 1<",1> lC"hhg ])o;",d mQ:id a""",-",, w~:ch 
hc_> 1)',(' "dVd~"gc "f :ru::vG:ng all 'he ~at' and accountLr_g fOl 
Wlthm-,ubl"t "olrekLon 

TI" ;rud,- has a num)''''01 li,o,'''''o", r"li,,' w .. , Ita:J,t!
crJly r",,,,,,,,l Ln ,1"1 "". , ·lir:,T:eW' c ... ween 1" DOg £NDD and 
o wg ~NDD TIO' to "etcct a d!tieITL'" bocwem 1610', HoT)D 
ano inhdatoo a~d th, d,,~,d 2m?le ,b of 48 wo< no, ,_ohlc"!",1 
:io'plte "est md<avours to recrull 10 ;h" '>'g"i ,,,,,,,)(1, hv 
)",,,:io, ,,,,,"&> "~I ,;"",," to> >'wk,' m,) ha", Lr.Lt"d thr drge" 
'" "~\(',, .. ,bk' chonge rfurd, ,he ,tud)" w", ~TIll''':' to smok", 
"'" .ntm:iing to ql'" wruch may ULlo",,"mate the JeJccli,m 
lLl dd" to smake eXI""r:] '" ,;n"h"l ;", ",,d1<'g '" 'IOlt, :0,,,,h, 
t"_h <w_' ,,'" f'.,<L ,OX!"""'!)'." [,,' P"'-"F,nt, ,,~d inv",:Jgators 
wILh • h .. i'K),)Ll o~d tb~(' wa; r£ pmoc of brill'"nsatlor_ ",,1, 
,'1(" FIoduc:, bob, us< "-Or dLd we test theLl'_ lo en<ere ,'"ron,,1 

T.bl.4 Advers, ovent; rc~Drt,d oy panidpan" oft"r 9" of pro;uct 
U58. by ~mlluc! 

Ni,.",," 
E~DO' '" fNO" 1~"~ !"I,~"(o, 

Ad .. ,,,, ",," ""' '" ,,' 1"'1 "iN '" ~'",Uct\"" ,m "L"" f 14" - " n''" " '''''' " "h", J"'" 'n, , 3,."1) , 1.-'J; , 
~'""'. 6,~3 " WJ1 " '.~3 , 
"""',".', .. "'" "Of '.'111 , O,W lliW " h""'p',t,·,","",", 
V""Q"'I,""" I",,, ~'" 

, ,' ... " " ",~o " H",rl"h, it,1 " e .. ,' " ,'03 " s",,""",,,'d,mrr, 'k,' ~75 , '.-77 , ';76 , 
"'P"""'" [1'3' '" "", , Q',' , 
-------

""", '<~1'D'" , """,, ",',,'" ","i,,' 
'" '''''''' "I VA'''', ,,- m"'",,~' P"""_"~" ,,'" '''"P "",m "'''', '''''P' 
'," ".' ",,"I~' ''''0'"'' "' ,"'"" L\ " ".,-,,"m>, ,''co ", ,~, ,uTiJ",_ 
, 'Nfl"" "" ""'" "",,',~'",' OJ" E'mO lGrr, m,,,, "h,'"o- pd ,OJ 

'~ Tho RlII'l'n f6.~1g ~i~~;J~-ENDO'.red"CBS cl€Sir~ to. s"iok. 
~ Til" ~NDD 1m, n phnrmncoJdnetie,prllfil" "'0'.' I,k" H,. ~i""bri. 

i"holm"r tllill1 <r ,oha,"" dgarett. - , ' 
~ F";i"", ",,,,,';-([:1<- is 'n"oded on ,h" -ph,mmcokineriN;, long

'_turm """ p"ront"l safety; 'iri,"ulucturi"li'quaJitv_a,nd QUil1lJ;iI 
eff,e">,! ass~~i~tl1ll With [NOll tiS._ 

EunCl:on',ng ROIL f'c10r< c,,~:: )'''V<' aflected th ph3.lT,lacolQ 

n'" It_ """i" ,,,,1 '" ,'" 10' "d ,h, ratOngs of G'''''' to smoke F:flh. 
tto fouL-foJd groator pufhng :tom olLOlvM fo, Lhe 'n'"",,,;, 
pro~I'TIntlC for con:pa'mg pl0ducs, >,;, "bj "0 m'oru dcar 
yet ',,-helher on "NDD ,>,I\,.Iio2- "',,im >ho,d" bc for 5, 10 or 
20 ,u-, " ,:",un, (molly. VI" d ,ach ,rudy plOdu:! "or juSl ? '\ 
(hd not oilow ,uOhm"" 'LT~e lor ossmlO"nt of deloy,d '" ,'" ,,, 
cruor~c us< citects, nor 01 the pOlenli,1 [nr :0",_, ,'''to ">C, 

CONCLUSIONS 
T,,, R"Y''' V8 10 mg ~~--::-JD ",J,,,,,d d(~:r, to smo~r mm'€ d,aLl 
,I", [,h""",, ENU)) ,ne' Jvnr.g 'it of;m was w,~ tolera(£d, 

occ£ptab1, '" ~10" meso latd "-,Lll_",,,"I:; tMrO P)cAS'_"i '" ,->t' 

tr..:r_ th :r_~a:"tol, and on ,he om h,,,,, "dub",d rl p:""rrru<co
k:ne,i, pre'-,I, mc"e I,k~ lho ",b,I"c'! :hm a tobacco Clgalet!', 
wid""" "X"'",, "'W"'" ",V(',,:>, Ih,(' hm"-l;s S:1,<,<est pote~"a_ 
to hO'_F prop1' "op SIllOLng In :h, ",ne woy'~ >_ r"",,,-)I"_ 
:nhalatOl OU! Ilndlr_<;s ,hD~~d ,,, reg;,r.'I",: " f,r,>hlllk>l}' and 
"_oed to be cOl'lrmed br lLi; and "llr bran:;, of l"UD Th' 
"imi-,," phoI1l,",cuklmtic> of lNDD, ,!-,Quld be conLrmed tI, 

other "vc:C~, arill dli:crcnt wa)-~ 01 :J"r_~ the,e del'i"e< 00") ." 
be explored A ;"rge, w,n :oLlductd ",,,,10m,,"'] ,-,,,I "j)(''':(,o 
'0 e"al",,,, :he 'i'NDrr, 0["''-'0''''' 'i"ltt.ng 1Ild and to lolmn~ 
""Y ,;,>l'y",1 or -""g-Im~ 0'" me d""" 

fte"owle'D,rnent' \".'e n,,,k 010 ,:oplo who ',:of eo', ,'nrl .... )"".. "-",, 
Clonl'o '.'i,IL' "d II"" G,,,,: Iy ",," ''''p ,,,,,I" "I"",,,, ",,",' 

F"din, nil' '" ",' ."-\ I",;,d ,)' 0,','," r3"" IHold,",,: lJ~'oo, 30'110, a,,; 
Hong Ko', 'm I OJI," flo,"Z",!,,; LtJ n,' \ ,,,I', >"""'''' \ ,,,,,h,'1 "Ft~IlI', "'" 
",',0 d_ '" 1",'1,,, ," ",_ Toe Clini,,1 1,,1, C:so:lrc' UnI' ,:ont,,:::d ,',1, 
lio'" '"'' ;:",I"d Lt" " 00,,0""" J!a;, "d_'," ,01" , ,', 'R,,'_ Gruur if; '''0'' 
1'1' Tie' _,I ,P'" , "",d" ",., .. " ,,,,Ion erpr"',","" r"u~, ,,"rc c:nduct:;> 
lO;o::ndort'.' ot ,,0 'p'-"" 
Go",,",,", 'nl"""" r.c ,T '" r,' I" .• "'" ",. "-"0 ,."rem tc dec,-, H~' ", 
'"e"'"d hono -'fI' t" ,:",llO, at '"",,,b,mo:,,, ,',j ",,,,,",1 '~""f" ", l",,1 <"lI 
"1",1""1",,, I,,,,,,, ,d ',l> ,,,,,,,,1,,1 "",,,1 c',"" -, 'ee rr"utoc-ure-, ot ,mol,ng 
.. ""c,":,1 ",<oJi,",," \' I , .. :ed " ",n",," mngor ,"'" to, "'0:,"", Ru',o" G, ,'p 
,1:,1: 19>1 "Ol"e:, "Ii_ "" c:,np"',' ;,',)ILI, ~"., 7~1",: I" MI ,r; H"lth I~ew 
,,,1-1; I-d h,'." no """1, ,",cl 0' "1er 1,,,",I,rt7,'" "' Ru',o" en" :11"1",, _ ': 
[,rr to' '" '''' ,,,,,M-' I,' "I""",,, ,'"'' ,',," \-Ir-I", ,,,,,oj,, co-oc taney" t", 
","ul,,,;-,,, '" ,m,b" e",,;ion me;ICatJ", 

E\h,(;S "PP""I C' ""I ' .... 'd I',' 1" L' "I ,.",. ,,1,,- ,,; i ',," t" 110-.\' ",I "oj 

r'o'''' ",'" ",'; ,~I" -"r" , f' '", ;o~-,i:-ee lappro,', ,.",bor I\Tl,~;'IO;IC" 

Co"","",, eG, ,I~' ST, I",", lL an: I-/~ ,'eo'""d ""I ",,;u .. ,; th, st'".' 
'" "'''''~' 'h, d_H ""~ "",,', 'I; '-"'Ust'"" l"d, HM", ,I ,-: gu~r~l:O~ 
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products hlCr""'C the ch.nte uf ('ommitted ,moke'rs 10 
'<up ,moking, they reportedly iack high levej, of eftl· 
ea"y, especially In the r"alUfe ,etlmg IRI_ Although thi> 

i, known to rotloct the cJ1ro~ic rdap>in" natur~ of 
tobacco depenJence, the need for n~Ycl anJ dfective 
app,ooch~, to smolcrng C<'8>alwn inle"'ention, " hoyond 
doubl. 

Tho C!c<:lronlc-clgarelte (e-Cigarette; 1S" baUe'l'-pUW
ered electrOniC lllcnt1nc dclJvcry Jevice (E'IDD) rOSCEn
bllllg a dgarette de<igned tor the purpo>e of mcotino 
deltVO")"whctl' no 101acco or combu<tion is nee","",)' 
for it, opetotion ,9J (f,gurc 1). Consequently, thi, ptn_ 

dun maj' be cOTI>ldered a. a lowe]' ",k SlII"lil~le for 
£adory mode cifl'lrcttc" tn "cl(\j(wn. people report buy_ 

ing them f<) help 'lUll ,moking, to reduce cigaJ'otte con
,umptlOn and lo reliev" tobacco withdraw,1 'V"ptOlTI> 
due to v .. or"place "l1nIClllg rO>\rJcLJom flOl_ Be,id" deh_ 
vCl'Ong nicoline, e-Cigaretre., may al,o providc' " wping 
mechonism fur conditlOll<d ,mokmg Ul"' b) replacing 
some of l!W ritu.d, "",ociatM "'tn ,moking ge't(tre,; (c, 
g hanci,to"mouth a("tion of smok;~), ~or 11-,;, 'e"on, e __ 

CJgarett"' mal' help ,moke" to ,-emoll1 ohstHlcm dunng 
therr ~ui, attempt Or to reJu(,e cigarette con,urnptioll, 
A recent int~rnet ,urv,,'! on the 5atd"tlwn of e-CiW',-
elle u,e h", repOlted thor tl,e d""cc I>eJp<,<1 in ,moi<ing 
abstinence Mel improved ,nwkiLlg related symptom> 
;JII Under .~utc cxp"!(menlal conditiom, two n1>'_ 
hled electronic cigorette I)rond, "'ppressed wbacw 
ahstrJlence symptom rating' without I~,di"g to me",ei'
oble leY~I, nt Ilkotrn~ or CO ill LIlt exhaled breath [12J
Tho e-Cigarelle h a "ery hot topic thor has g~n","led 
eo",ide,.blc glob.) dc'b,le wilh a'"lhontie, wontmg ,,, 
b.m!t or at leo<t regulat~ it_ COllsoquenlh, a form,l 

,-----
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P'90' or 12 

demomtrati<m <uppmting the efficacy and "f~ty of 
thOle dN'lces '" smoking ce"otio" ond/ol' ,nwkmg 
reductiun _,tudie, would he of tlltno,lllllportance_ 

With tlus In mrnd, we de,ignod" !,O'O'p"Clile proof 
of __ concept <rudy to IlWJJ,ilOl' po"ihl~ mQdlfkallDm In 

Ihe >moking h,hitf; ot , grnup uf well ,-hal'act~rizcd ['og
lll" ,moker, experllnentinB tho JllO,! popuLr mo,-keten 
e-Cig''-<'I:t~ in Italy I'Calegori,', Arhi Group SrI, _~1il:1l10, 
lLah) focu";ng on ,moi«ng ,"J~cti(m a11d <"wldng "b,Li
n~IlW We :u'" muniwr~d od,·crsc cvelll, and me''llrcd 
parLicipm"" pero~pt,o" anJ .,cceptanc< of the product. 

Methods 
Participants 
1 lealthy ,mole"]', lk-6U )'C'c'" old, smoking ~ lli f"dor)
m,de cil'"'"('t"" pc,. J,y (cig/dovl fnr at ka't the ~a't 10 
y~"r; ,Old 1101 currently ottemp\ing tu quil 'mokin~ or 
wi,hing to do <0 ," the nexl 30 da)', wrro recruited 
I,'om ,he loc:u Il"'pitat stoft ,n Ca,",uia, It:uv, None of 
the partidpant< ]'~Jlorted " hblory of alcohol ond liticl! 
drug "'e, ma,iu" ciepl'""io11 or othc,. P>lchi"tric C<lndi_ 
tion" \1;'0 al,o excluded ,ubject, who 1 eporl<'d ree""l 

llll'ocorciiat inJ-al("tion, ong!lla peclon" hiHh blood pLe<
,ure (1J1' , l,j{) mmH~ ,)"toiic and{or 90 mmHg diasto
lic), di"hotes mdluu>, ,e;'ere all~r¢cs, ponily conlrolled 
a,thma or orher .h'ways Jioe",e, The <tudy protocol 
wa, di>cu"eJ "ith the Choir oC the local imtitutinnol 
FRR (COEnL\"lu LLicu A.iend, V'tton" Llnanuele.' in 
i-'eoIl'm-y 2010 In const(kWltlll of the fact thot "-clgar
Nt,' ,to" i>" ,;ide'pl'ead phenomctoon jJl H:J), thot m,ny 
e-dg,,~tt~ 11'Ors arc enjol'ing them" const""t1' ~ood" 
tl'" lhl' I)'pe vf product" nnt rcgdalHl :"., dmg or a 
dlug deY[ce ill Trol)' {end me" con buy c-d~ "!mo>l 

INHALER 
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an),whe,-e _ internet, toh,cconlslS phannocie',le,tou_ 
I'""t', and ,lwp,), and th,t only healthy ,moker; not 
willmg l~ quit ,moking would potlicLpate, it woe lolt 
that tiw 'tudy fltlJlll.d the critellO 01 dn no;crvalwn,J 
nalurali>lic inve,tig,tlon and w"' nempl If()m the 
requirement irom eth,c"l approval, Participont, g",'e 
wmWn informed coment prim to l'"ttJe'p"lwn ill the 
,tudy_ 

Study De'ign and B.,eline Measures 
Eligible rartiClpanl, were Invited to usc an .LNDD 
(,Cat<goria' ~.Cig,,.cttc, Ad}1 Gwup SrI, MiI,nn, Trob,) 

and were folluwed up pm'p~cti"cJy 101 6 monlh" They 
"ttended 0 totol ollivc study 1'1>1l> al llllr 'mnking cessa
tion dinic (Centro per 10 ProYo'monO e Cur" del Tab,_ 
gismo (CPC'r), Univ""ib di Cotonia, )""Iy), a b",eii"e 
,i,it "nd fonr follow-up l!Sil" (at we<k4" week-~, woek-
12 and w""I<_24) (T'igur" 2), 

At b",eline "tudy ,-;'" 1), b.sre delllographic and a 
detailed ,moking history were token ""d mdll'ldual 
pock-yea,., Ipaok1y,,) c"]c,,laleJ logethel with <collng of 
thOr level of moo tine dependence hr m~an; of j-'d~er
"rom T e,t nl Nicotll'c 1lC[)Cn<lence (fT-"D) qlle"ion_ 
l1""e [I JJ_ buhltCUve ralings of depr~"ion wei c ",""S8cd 
wilh the Bed, Depre.,,,on Tnwntnry (RfJU ,\41, AJdi
tin",lIy, levels of carbon monoxide in exlloled breath 
(eCO) were mea,med u'ing a pon.blc ,!elice (_~Iicro 

CO, Micro Medical Ltd, UK,\, Participont< w<'re gil"'" " 
free e"Cigarette kit contoin;ns two redmrgeable bot_ 
telics," charger, and two ,t01mze,-, ,no instL'Ucted on 
how to ohurgc, "([Ivale anJ me the e-CigOlette, Key 
ltDubl<,ho()ting w~re addrc>scd alld pho!le number" 
w~re ,ul'pheJ fur both te('hnic,1 and medicol a85btance, 
A lull +-weeks supply of 7,-1 mg nicotille cartrid~os 
("Origlll,l" c'rtridge<, At-hi Group Sri, M~a"o_ 1~uy1 w", 
al,o pruI'iJed ond participont' "me tr"ined on how lo 
lo"d thom onto the e_Cig",etle', .lomiz"r, Ibndolll 
check_, conlirmeo th,r rlw niWlL'lC cunlenl per cartridge 
wa, 7,25 mg. Detailed toxicoloO' ,nd nJCOulW conlorll 
anal),,"s 01 "Origin,,]" ""I'IJge, h"d been carried m , 

iaoomtmy certilied by the It.I;." In,tiWk of He,till! ,md 
con be found ai, http .... /w"''"liaf-onb.,org/publiciolle_ 
gati/categorial b.pdf 

Partlclp"nts were pennilleJ to ",e the study product 
ad lihUum thrm'ghour the day (up 10 a lll""imllm of ,1, 
cartrIdge, per day, "' recommended hy rh~ ",annfac
hlror) in the antk;pal!on of redudng the nUmb"l of dgi 
day ,moked, and to IiTl" 4_weeks' ,tudy di"~' recording 
prudllCl u,e, tlumb€r of any t"baccn dgar~tte, ,mokod, 

and ady""" evonts, 
P>rticipant, were invired to ",me back al 1"eek-1 

(sl<td)' vI'il2), week-S /studY v;,,,t .~), ,nd ",,,ok_12 (vim 
4), a) to cocci"e fUl'ther free '"ppl)' of nicotin~ cartridso, 
tng~ther vmh the smdy dioll'ics for the re5idlld] ,tudy 

I,enod" b) to re( Ol'd th~ir oCO lel'e); and C') to ~ive 
back compl<'tod <Ill'\" di,\ri« and ,,,,,,,cd 'ludy 
prnd\lctB_ 
St~dy part1cip'"," 8Itl'ndetl a Iin,1 follow-up I'm! "t 

week_:!4 (,p,d), vi>il 5) to report IHOtlud me (cor_ 
tndge,.'dd)') and the numher of any lob.ceo cigarette, 
,moked liro'" which ,mukmg reductlOll ond ,mokIng 
"b,l1nence CQuid be c"lcu]aleJ), to re_check cCO 
leveL> and to I'Ble (h~ degree of li,ctulno", of lhe 
,rud), prodnct. In porticulal', p"ticlpant, ''''" "ked 
to ,-"te lhei], lovel ~I '"tjsfa~liQn with the predueLs 
COmr"f('J lo lh'ir u,uol cigal ettos "''''g a visual ana_ 
logue ,cole (VAS) !rum 0 t() 10 poin" (0 = being 
'completely lU1,ati,tie~', 10 bclllg = 'fully '''i<fted'j; 
on the sa",e ,cak lhey 01,0 rorcd helpful"e,_, (in 
keepin~ them from smoking) "nd wherhr!' thc)' wo"ld 
recomlrtend it to a friend who wanled tn ,'tnpireducc 
s"'oking, Ad"er,e even" wero obtaineJ from their 
,tudy di,de;_ 

Gh'en the "b_<orv""OI",i llalure of thi' ,t"oy, no 
omplMSi' on l'ncolUagement, moti",'t;~n and ,""arJ for 
the 'moking CO'_'"(;OI1 eflNl Were prov,ded ,ince thlS 
_""dr w" ,nton,hl (0 momtor tho rosc 01 a ,muker 
i"",,,;lhng I,,) ~cil! "eying out ,n llnml1\'(',Hwnal nicotine 
ddhery device in" rNI world '"lling_ Although parnci_ 
po"" w",'e allowed to ,moke thell' OW" brand uf ugar
ette os they wi"hed, ,moklng c""ation ,<n'ie'e, werc 
pnwi<kd tu thu,e who would 'PQlltaneou,ly a,k for 
a;;i,tanC'e with quitting, I he'e >ub)ed' were excludod 
from Ihe 'llidy prot(]coi. 

Study outcome mea,ure, 
lhe prnnar)' "'Ikac;- meosme wa, slI'lained 50% reduc_ 
tion in ll,e !lumber of clg/d'l'.t wrok-24 from b",din~ 
(reduco,._,r II ;J, deti))e,1 as ,u"tained ,elt reported <;(I'h 
reJliclion in the numher 01 erg/day conW"ed In bo,e_ 
Jjne for the 30 Jay> period pL-iO!' tn wrck-2.4 'Il!J)' vi"t 
:eCO level, w~rc mc"sLUod (u verify ,mokins ,Wu, and 
conrlrm a redurtlon mmp.rcd lo b""elllle\_ 

'\ >r<'ondar) efficacy mea,ure 01 th~ study wa' su,
tained 3D"" reductio" '" 1-11<, number of dg/day at week~ 
:!4 Il'on> b"dml' (hMvy reduce",,): d~hned OS sustained 
,dl-reported BD% reduction ih Ute ""moer of dg/day 
compared lo b,<>ehne for the 30 dol" Ill'riorl prior to 
week_ 24 ,tudy vi"it (rCO l~,,"b were mea>Uled to veril)' 
,muk;ng ",ltU' and coni;' m a reduction compare,i to 
h"elinOJ_ 

An additionol ,econdo,!, eHk"CJ' HlC.'ul'e of the ,ludy 
wa, ''''t,,"Hed ,moking ab,tmence", w"ek-~4 (qullle,,); 
nohnod "' compleLe "elf-report~~ ,hstinence from 
(ob,C'co 'mokmg (not c"~n' pul'l) for the 3D da)~ per_ 
,ud pnur to week_24 <rnd,' ""it kCO level> "ere meo_ 
,urc'd to eb)cCHwly verify .,moldLlg ,totllS «otll an tCO 
mtl('entrotion ot c_lO ppm), 
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'['Iw,e ,",oko]'" who I>\ihllo meet the .lhove cnlem 
at til,' n"o) M'e1-2'1 follow_up v;;jI (""d) .i,it;) Wtrt 
Gltogow~d", reduct,onicc""tLOt\ failure, (failur~s). 

Statistical Anary,e, 
'j'his wa, a proof."t~cmlc-ep\ Pilol ,tud,', the tiN of it, 
kind, hence no pre"ion> dot> could be u,ed f()f powel' 
calculation_ !-lowever, using our p,,,,iou, rxpcdence in 
"moking e088atio" ,[uwes, we e"hl)l"tl'd Ihat 0 somple 
of 40 ,ubject' would have been adequate to "cljuire 
qmt/I'cdllC\lon mle, from 70_7~% of the ,ubiect, 
enrolled r lfi'. Prim.!')' and 'econdory outcollle "'"",me, 
wet'e computed by indudillg an enrolled pa]'ticip"nt>;
a;,umin\\ that all thos" llldhiduol, whQ '<ere lu:<! to fol_ 
low-up are cia"iticd os fuilures (inlenti@4o-trcatanaly
'is). Tl,e chong~' from ha,e!JJle (,tudy vi,i! lJ in 
n"m~e]' of cig/uay ,,,,d in ern lowl> »ere compo'cd 
"ill, dow rc<'ofdeti at >llb,equ~nt lollow-"~ "bit, ming 
WJcuxon Slgned co"k tc,t., Ihe;e cia" were oQu-para
"wtl'lC l'ardmetric and "O"-I,.,"m<'tric doto wo]'e 
expre»ed", 010'" (T SIlJ ""d medIan ,illtorquarlile 
longc (IQ){)) respectively. C<lrl'ol,toon, were c"lculated 
"'ing Spearman" Rho COn'cl"lJOn Stal!,t[co! ","thod, 
wo],e 2-T"il~d, and P yalue, 01 < 0_05 W~,.e cunsldered 

'il?"illcant. 

Results 
Participant ch.racterl"l« 
After excluding tn]' tJ,C 'luJy Hclu,ion cdlni" • tOla! 
of 40 (M 26; F 11: meon (,. SD) ag~ of -12,9 (~ R_g) 
yeo,,) "egular ,mohr> (me,n (~ SD) IMckiyr, of 31,9 

Table 1 Patient DeRlog,aphios 

'''oo-",COm,tnc d'" "p"",d" ~"<il," \,a~I, 
t 5',bj,,~ ",',dlO, tho" "~-t""""o',,w, 

P'ue , of 1) 

(~ 14_71) cumentod to Pl\ftiu~"te ,"d Were included 
in the "tudy (I'~ble i: Figlll'c :I), l'wenty-,even (07,5%) 
completcr) "ll 'ludy vi"" ""d ,"lLUned 101' their final 
tollow-~p vi,it at ",~ek-7A B.!>eline ch,,"demtic_, ot 
Iha,e who WOI'O lu,l to follow_up were not ,ignlfJ
c,ntly dl[fc,cnl from pomc;pat>l, who cOllll>lcled the 

'lud)" 

Outcome me"UT.' 
PorticlP"nti snw];ing ,(ot", "t ba,eli"" ""d a\ 'H-week 
IS !Jlt,,',n on T'hlr 2 'Jakmg the whole cohorl uf pmtici_ 
P'"ts in = 10), on ()wmll 80% reduction itl Jl\edwn dgi 
day me Iron' 25 \0 5 wo, obsened b)' the end of lhe 
sllldy (p ~ 0_001)_ ~"&taLneJ ;,0% reduow" in the num_ 
ber 01 cigidaY 0\ week_24 was ,I\()wn in 1 'l.'4{1 (32,S%) 

paLticip>nts. "jlh a m"db" ot !.5 u~/cl'Y (JQR "0, 30) 
d~c,ea'ing ,igl1itlCdllll)' 106 cig-'d"y (IQR :" (,)(p " 
(I,GU]), ()[ the.,e tobacco 'Inuke reducers, 111<' (12.5%) 

,-ould h~ <I."lfln) "' ;u,taFn('U bc",,)' reduce" (ot lea't 
80% reciuctlo" ln the Humber 01 Clg.'<10Y) .l week,24_ 
They had .. ,,'cdl"" <on,umption of 30 ugldoy (IQR 25, 
:HJ .( ba>eline, deCloo,il1g sIgnifIcantly to:1 e'g/da), 
(lQR 3, 6) (I' 0_043), l'here weL'e 4141) (2:1,5%) qllltte". 
"ith 6/9 'tHl u,mg the e_ Cifj[l'ettc b)' the end ot the 
,(ud)" (l\-erall, comh;ne') ""wined SO% ]'cd"ctiun and 
,mokli>g ab,(mence '''''' ,hown In 22i-lO i5~~,) parnc;
p"-nl,, with 0 medi,,, of '~5 ~iglda)' (IQR 20, :JO) deCle.,
ing oignlfic""ll) to" c1g/d,y (lQR 0, b)(p < O_Of))), 
which is ~quiv:ole"t to an uverall AWl(, ]'CdHCUUll, DeuJI, 
of mOan dg~rNte H" "ud cCO le"e), thrm,ghou\ lhe 
" .. (1), rs shown in figm~ ~ a"<I 4, 

, It " 

"." '-"1""< 01 In"n:o', 
~'y,,,<,,,, ,!d,"1 

Age 

'" ,,-nf "9 Y<o~ 

B~" :<0""'''' II" '''''',' 
'- y",~':!'\ 

Me," (~SOI-

"2J:_-J~, 

yo',': "F 

260;~ Ob: 

,-,J f(" 8;' 

4.D ,:_04', 

;,,", " 
272,18" 

i0 7" 

25 :21 j,',' 
______ ,', I 55,,',"· __ _ 

Abb",', "Mo.' SD _ 'to"d,," "'"'''{I"", "1 - ",,,I,', F F<m'e: FT"D - "g"" Mo, T,'" d " "",,. D",d,c,,, 'CO -''""' Ic" "",,," mOl,""d', 'Qn -
;",,,,00"':. ""g' 
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Table 2 Subj'-'<t Param@te,Outcome.Following24W •• k.oIElectronlcClgarett. Use 

Parame", AT BASELINE h 1 24-W.'""~---,~val"'t 
eo" E-C'ga'etto 

_,,, '" ,,,I ',r', \'" II J11"~ .1."""': I ~ j JCtlo, 1-, _ ,",'" I ' _ ""'" J r n I 3: 

A,!" 

"..,f "\1 -'eo~ 

':"" ,""" J", 
'CC 

1,0('1 

J :01 

:,"',' neJ ,"',I i,,,lId,,,,) 'r,"-w-,: ",iuCtl,,, 1-, "oJ"" I' ",'"k"),, ~,' 

,"<' "( ,+ 'r 4: ~ 

\'~"n,d > ,Oll :"'0,,0111,0 "UII. ': ,,,Iu' 11<'" ", "J,re:" ;-nor"1 II 

'\4' 
\e> 

," ;k"" 'ee" 
, __ ,""",11, ·"1,, i 

,,~o:,I:1,J r,I:,," " ,oj \ .,,,d,,,," ",b, -,",1 = S', 
Ale 

:" 
s",ohl < ,',,_,. 
~I'!""":.d,,. 

>, c 

',r-l , 
"'~ IT 1 ',It 

,c"· 3' " 

~ r14. "w 

4""_"JJI 

"'-'" 1-

,'irL ',tJ1 

",::' J'_" 
n ,h, ,":. 

42 >,,
,,~, ,-

2,3'1,,: 

"'/ J, 
"' " c 

e , c 
;C," 

C c 

- COO' 

" r.rD' 

"""""lOti,,,, SD _ «."J"j O"'~"O", ," - ""'~ I - rc",,",,, c-CO ",h.!,; "''"0' moe""", 
t, "Ico _ wrthln ,,,,up VIII",",," Sf",," n",k I"" 

t ',,,,mol,,, "", ,,,,remd " moo" I± SD, 
·"",,-p.'",mc"NO d,,'o "p",,,,d,, modi" I",,,," ml' ,,,,g,,:~H)', 

Product u ... 
Det,-.J" of m~'" cortridge U'C thl'OtlghoLLl lhe study 't" 
"hown in figure 5, Th~ l'epmteJ Llumber 01 c"['tr,dge,; 

day us~d by our 'luJy particip"nl, " .. ,,' di"im,l.r, roJ)
ging tTom" m,ximnm of 4 cartndge,ido)' (a, per man~ 
focturer', recommelldotion) to a O\j!l'm~m of 0 
carlriJge,;Jay (,,,em' wa, recorded 111 the st",1) ,1Lor), 
when tho "",e c"l'lridg< 'IN' u.ed for n",,, Ihon :14 
hour,)_ fm the whnk grm,]! (n = 27), " mean {± SDj 
2,0 (± 1.1) cartridges/Jay wo, u,.d thrnughnU\ tho 
.,Iud,'. The numb~r 01 C'l'l1'ldW,;d.y ",cd ""a, >lightly 
higher when these ,ummary ,Iali,tie, were cflmputed 
wilh the rxolu,ion 01 the <'ight study [anure" the .,lne 
Increa>ing to a mean (± SD) of 2,2 (± 1.3) cattridge,/ 
da)'_ ,_-,;mcl"IlOll botwcc" {he n"lIl~er of car!ridge,lda,. 
and ,moking reduclion in tho',- parllcip"nl, "ith 

smt,uneu 50% reducticm in ,mokhlg "'"' nol >igmfic,nt 
IRha -O,UUJ, p = 0938)_ Like,,-i,e, the correlatIOn 
oern'e." the IlUmbor of tartridge_,/d,y, and combmed 
'",laineJ :'0% reduction and 'making ab"til1enc~ was 
"lso llOn->i5'11.nc,nl (Rho -O_\~5; P = 0,0'16), 

Adv.". Events 
The mo,t frequently rrpon~d ,\([,"[>" evenl, we10 
1»UU\l\ mil"lion (20,r,%), thro,t ilL'itaUon (32,'1%), anJ 
dry (,{lUgh '.:12,4'\,) (l'abbe J), The," event< we]'o most 
cOI-nlllonl), t'('IWrleJ", the beginning af the stud), ant! 
appeared to w"n~ <pont"ncou,ly by >tudy vi,il 5, 
Rom"rkably, 'lue eHecl> commonly r~cordcJ (h,ring 
mlOking ce,,"tion tr;als wilh drug> for nicotine dqJen
donee weI< absenl (Le_ de]ll',s<iotl, aIWe!)', In>Ol11ni" 
irnt"brli'1, hunger, comtip,lion wer< not I'eponed) 
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---+--- Failures 

P09' 7 of 11 

~5 "-----------------
\f\Ieek 0 Week 4 Wee~ 8 Week 12. Wwk24 

Time 
F",u"" 3 (h."~",;n the m .. n I± 5[}) ';9""". "s. for oam '1<Idy ,ubgroups th,ougnout .n. ",udy 

Morcm'~r. no 'OrlO", ad\;rt8~ "Wn[; (Le. eveni> relluir
lllg uru.dleduled vi,it to the fomiiT practitinnel' or hosri
ta!Jsationj occuncll JL<ring the >luJy. 

Prod",! Preference, 
Th~ 'C,tego";,' ~_Cig"rrtt~ ml<'(1 sco!'es wdl abo,," the 
mean for ,.ti,foction ond lor helpiulne,-, (enohliog them 
to rou,,"n from snwki!!gj. lhou: me,m (± SV) V_,,~ ,",lues 
heill~ 63 (± 2.5) and 7', (+ 2.7) J'espoctivdy, \joroo\'Ci, 
il wa> ob,en'ed that participant' would enthu",",tically 
recommend the e-CigaJ:etle to frlend, u, ,elative, who 
wanted to ,topiredllce ,mokmg, lhe me.n (± SD) VAS 
value being 8,0 (-'- ~,4). l'rcdLclauly, thc e-C*",clte raled 

e"~n hiGher 'CN~' wh~n the,,' summa!'), >l"li'lie; were 
computed ",ith th~ exd"'i~n ~f the >tunl' fajlur", (n = 

8), On the co!llra,y, the perception and ,('cepton{'e 01 

lhe product by thme wh~ to'led to ,Cm"Hl ahsUnelll or 
to J'cnuro smoking (n = G) "a, poor: the meon (T SD) 
VAS v"l~es for '''1<1,,,11011 and fur hdpfuhw» being 2,2 
(= 0,8) and 2,~ (± 1.0), re.'pect1\'eIT, As oxprctc(t the'e 
indIvidual, were llnhkoly to tccunl!nend the 'Cotego,io' 
c-Cigarette tu friend, or relative:<; the mean (t SfJ) V.\5 
vlliLlohdng20l :', U,i, 
Amon~ the lTw"t p0,itiy~ fe,!!,r~J of e-Ogarcttc> weI'" 

the plea,ure of inhalation "nd exh,btion ot the v'pour. 
Othol' rooit;"o feature, mentIOned lfldud,d deaner and 
fre,hol hr~oth, Ot>'CIl(,C of odour; m clotlung and hair, 
Although the ",'erali paltic;l'ont,' pcrccp~on "nJ accep
lanc, of the product wo" ~nod, 11, 0.,,, of use could be 
improved and technic"l dokn, ,educed. DUring lhe 
COla,," of the ,ludy, five ,tudy palticip,"ts could not 'lS" 
the prodIJC1 as ,."~omJnclldcd and had to be retrained 
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Table 3 Adverse events reported by participants who 
oo"'plet~d all study vi,it. 
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n1(wil1e ,o"tndgobiJay LL,ed and the leyel ofsmoking 
reJuction. This i, not unexpcctorl, ,to VICW of lil" pGwer
flll intel<lctlnn hetwo,'I' I>h),';':al "nJ behavioural depen_ 
donce of ,muklllg [18,19] ,nd the mod"t it1(To",o, Hl 
blood n>cotine level.> me",,'ed "fic! ll,e use 01 thi, t)'Pe 
ot dOyiCCS PO], 1herefore, tt L, unlil<ely thot the 
oD,erved ~o"ti"e effect of tho ~-Ctg",.ctt" l' d~~!o mC()
Me deli"",",, Rathe" the ,lrung '"pp.-""i(ln 01 smokrng 
in '''Gcbtion with the ~b<cnc~ "f correlation between 
C'1'l!')ugc, u,e _"It I lel'd of ,m()king reduction, suggest, 
th,t the l'Gstm'c dfce! of the e-Cigarette may he ,1<0 
due to it, cop.1city to provide" coping mechontsm for 
conditioned smoking cue, hy replaCIng 'OIne of lhe 
!JluaIs "»odated with ,moi<itlg se<ttlre, (e_g, h.nd-lo
mouth action of 'mGki"~I, In agreement with thl,', we 
ho,,, rC(oJttl~i dCI110<\",-'\cd Ih"1 niculine free inhal,tms 
('all only imptOYo ~uit fate, H\ !I"'>e 'rnu];~" for whom 
lta!t,limg and m"ntpulation of tlwr Cig"IWC vlayed an 
iml'nrl"nl wk tn lheir n!ual of ,moldtlg 21J 
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Although dry cough 'Uld m()uth ulcers can be .,,,u_ 
eiated with ,,-jthdr~w.,1 eifed', lypic"l wlthdraw"J >lmp
tOl'" of smok",!; ce"ation trial, ,,(th dtHg, lur mcotiLlo 
dependencc wore noL <epurted dming tho rOlllS" of the 
,tudy. It i, pn"ible that the "-Cigarette by providing" 
e~rlt\g mcchanbm for condltl~IW& snwkmg cue. could 
mitlgote withrlra".l s)'mVlum, a",ocl.red w<lh smukillg 
,eduction and ,moking .b'I"'C"'", In conna,t Imm 
othel' ENDD, ",uch as tclip,e ("hich;, knm'Ol to genel
of," ",b'Wltiai le\ el of eCO) rn), (,~Clg",el!Cs use doe, 
not lead lo increa,ed en) level, [12] In the pre<~nr 
"udy, tho smoking redllcLion with ·Cotcgm%' c-Crgar
elL" u>e wa" a,"ocioted to .' sub5bnlial ,Iecre"e in the 
lewl of oCO. 'l'he mo,t frequent adverse ewnl, were 
mouth initation, tnco"t mW'l<01l and dry cou~h, hut ,n 
'ppeoren to mme >punl.meou,l)' "ith l1me. The," are 
likely tn be ,econctOl'Y to c,-po>ure Lu propylene gl,"<ol 
mbt generated by the e Clg'l'Ott~'s ulomi£c1. l'ropylen~ 
gl)'col " ,1m,' toxIcity conlpUlUld widely u,ed "' a food 
"ddiUve ond in ph"rm"~euheal proparation" hpn'wl'O 
to plopylene glywl ffij,t ma'· occur from smoke genera
tor, in dIScotheque,. lhealre;, and ",iation emCl'goHC) 
tmining 'nd i, known to ea",~ ocular, mOl;th, thl'oat. 
"ppcr arrWd)' irritation and cough l2'1;'.4[, D;nl"e» Wd.' 
alten roported by parLicipant; al the I,cginlllng Oil!>" 
<ludy and con Iw brought "bo~l b) the hypervonti],~on 
",soClalCd 10 the greater ~uffmg time with tho c-Cigdr
ette, Altemath-~lv, the dl77",e" "' wdl a, oth~r 

I'<ported "d,'ersc e"ouL, such "' nom~a and headaches 
rna)' be due to nicotln~ owruSc, 'j'he ,,,b>lantiol redue 
tion ;]) (j;~ f,eqlcency of dizzine,.' ob,en'od by tho ~nd 
of the ,tud)" m_y be due to the Improved fa!TIllimi"ti~n 
;\'ilh the puJllng technique and/or tn tlw Q"eratl <edtlc
tion in nimtine "'C, Tbe .. efore, the 'Caleguria'" e,Ci~ar. 
crte COil be .een as a "ale ",'y to ,moke .ltho~gh Lu:ger 
,nd longer 'tudle, wjJj be required ior a full ""e"mcnt 
of it, ,dve"", ",."nt,. 

l'ho 'CaLeguJia' e,Cigarett~ r>ton h'gh ,eoH'> [01' a 
mngo nf 5Ubjoc~w mting' of iller pl'"f~ren('e< ,ugge,tIJlg 
tnot the product was ItUlctrOt,'ng as an adequote dg.r_ 
elte ,ub,titnte Hence, particlpaJ11' were more Hdy to 
recommend the e-Cigarette to friend, 01' rdntiws, Corl
V€O,.""ly •• s would be expected the percept]{)n and accep
lance of the product hy tl10Se who faMd Lo remain 
ab'tHwn! ur Lo reduce 'making Wf" pOOl' "nd rl\C;o indi
vidu,l, w""e ullllkely to 'ecommend the e-Cigorette We 
cannul exdude that technical pl'ohlem, \p"Clctdarly 
tho"c who went ulm·porLed) and difficulty Clf "'0 lit 
take, time to fal1l1liari7o "'Ilh lhe puffi!lg lechnique) 
could hove .illttLed the number' of 10<;[: to fClIIClw_up and 
failure.', Although the ovor.1I P.mcll,"llIS' perception 
.nd ,cceplnnet of ~\e prod'" t w"' ~()od, it, ,0<O of \lse 
('()uld be imp!'Qwd. Toehllk"1 deled' could be j'edu! ed 
by inel'O'''lllg lIlallll["cturing 'tondords, providrng " 

recho .. ge I'Sling at )ea't 2'1 ho'.Ir', reducrng the w,ight 
of the dev,ee ond substituting lhe hard pl.stic mo~th" 
piece. These lAtle,' two ,ngsrst\oH> would improve 
device "ccept' MIt)· for ""rlam common !'iLuab of cig"_ 
clle >moking, e.g. kerpin~, Ih, cigarette hotween ~p>. 

H.lnn-fcduclwn strategie" ""e .umed ot reducing the 
advers" h",lth effeel' oj' tohacro use jJl individu,l, 
",,,,bk or unwilling to '1"1!. Reducing the ""mber of 
cig,'da' i, nne of ,"\w"l kJ(JJ> oj' harm rodUClWtl >lr"te
gie, '20[. It" ""certain whothcoJ' ",h;lantial 'l11okmg 
redllctlOn U1 >ITLukers U'lllg tho <,-Ctgarelte w<ll n'""I"tt 
iu health ~en~flt" hUI a number 01 ,,,,dIes have ana 
I'rud tho abIlity ul 'motdn~ l'oduClwn Lo lower he.lth 
ri,b and I",,,, 'croftl"l >OIne reductions m cardio,oscu_ 
la" "'k faCior> and lung c,n,,",, mOHalit)' [26 2g[. More
uver, redurtlon in rIg-Melle ,making hy e-Cig"l'elle may 
well fllCL'e",e motiv,<ion to quit a' UlJicoted I)y, sub
sbntiol bo(\y o[ evidellce 'nov,'n~ that g!'auualiy ('ulting 
down .mokinM con incr~,,,e sub,equent 'moking ce"d
lion among ,moke" [JS,29_:11." While not the treotllwnr 
o[ cboic~ ... educed ,moking "rat~~ie, might b~ cun'id_ 
e'eJ fur recalc,trant -<mnkcL" lllL""Umg to quit, os III tlte 
case of Our >llld) pop'olation, 

There ;H'e ,orne ILln"dliom in om 'tn<l~. 1"1<,ll), this 
"'"' a ,mail uncontmlled >L~dv, hence tlw re,ult, 
~h,,"wd may be due to a chance finding aLld not t~ " 
1m, etlect; "om~quent1} lho re,ult, ,hould he ,nter
preted with c.\l!Jon, However, it would h.yo been quite 
pl'Obklr",lk Lo have , pbceho arm in such a ,tudy, Sec· 
ondly, 32.5% 01 the parlKlpdnt, i"ile'd to "tcend Lhe;, 
fln"l follow-up visit, but tnl5 " nol llIlexpected in " 
,mokins ('e",(ion 'tud). ThIrdly, I)e('.u,"", of it' LWU,ua/ 
de,igll (,mol(er., not 'Vllling to quit, e-Cigarett~' w<l'o 
u,ed thl'Ou~hoUl the enLire ,tud,! periCl<\J thlS is noL an 
urdir",ry ce"ation ",'oy and llwrefore direct comp"l
,on wttl, Olher 'mokmg ce"ol<OIl plOduCl, cannnt h~ 
m,de. rourthly. /arlure lO complete the SInd)' and 'rook. 
ing ('e,,"tion f,ilut'e, ~udd be due to O('(,lln'cnce of 
tcchnl,,"l defect> ior the <,Clgarotle, 1i00,ever, thi' 
!'o',ld nol b~ ""e"ed with confidence JIl the pre'ent 
,tudy. 1.1<tl)', <1"'c'S8111eLtt o[ withdraw"l 'yml"oms in Oll! 
Sluu)' 'Na, not rigorom, \X,'rthrl,"wal W'" a"e"ed ot 
~ach "SIt hy 'Jlnply a,king about tb< prescnce/.b'"H~e 
of irritability, ,.05tloss"<:",, difficulty concentrotJllg. 
lllCloa,ed appetite.'w~lght g'in, dCl're"ion or imonlllio. 
It i, ilkel)' that thi' "a), of coliectlllg lnformation b 
hobl,' to recali bla" Th'r<'mfo, the I tported lac~ of "ith· 
draw"l 'ymp!um> in the ,tud)' rOJ'\\e;p,nl, should be 
con,idered "irh mlltion, 

Conclusion. 
Cut'1'enL >mo~ing ce"otlOn im'e,'''onlion' Can incre"e 
th~ ,h.,,~e of qUlUing in committed ,mok"rs who "r~ 
.. lread), m()ti,'at<<l and prepared Lu ,t()P 'Lnnking [33J, 
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S.B. NO. 2819 

TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL JAY GREEN, ESQ. 

ON BEHALF OF 

VOLCANO FINE ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES 

BEFORE THE 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

I represent Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes (hereafter "Volcano"), 
Hawaii's largest electronic cigarette retailer/supplier. 

SB 2819, as presently proposed, would amend the definition of "tobacco" 
and "tobacco products" to include "electronic cigarettes" (hereafter "e-cigarettes") 
in order to accomplish two objectives: (1) to prohibit the sale of e-cigarettes to 
minors; and (2) for purposes of taxation. 

Volcano supports the proposed bill's restriction on sales to minors, and 
indeed adheres to its own strict no-minors policy. 

Volcano opposes the imposition of the tobacco tax on e-cigarettes. The 
tobacco tax targets hanns caused by tobacco use. However, there has been no 
showing that e-cigarettes cause the same harms. To the contrary, numerous 
medical doctors and researchers have done studies and made preliminary findings 
that e-cigarettes hold promise as an effective means for reducing the harms caused 
by tobacco use, because they are a healthier alternative to tobacco cigarettes and 
may be more effective as a smoking cessation tool than other forms of nicotine 
replacement therapy (see exhibits 1-4 attached to the written testimony of Volcano 
President Cory N. Smith). 

Accordingly, any government regulation aimed at deterring e-cigarette usc, 
such as the tobacco tax presently proposed in SB 2819, is at best premature, and 
quite possibly, injurious to the public health. Dr. Michael Seigel, MD, a professor 
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in the Department of Community Health Sciences at Boston University's School 
of Public Health and an advisor to the American Council on Science and Health 
(hereafter "ACSH") has summed up the issue as follows: 

Thus, promoting the removal of electronic cigarettes from the 
market pending further research and recommending that people 
refrain from using the product pending further research are 
both strategies that will almost invariably cause substantial 
health harm to the population.! 

In Sottera, Inc. v. Food and Drug Administration, 627 F.3d 891 (D.C. Cir. 
20 10), the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
affinned a district court's preliminary injunction barring the FDA from regulating 
e-cigarettes under the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. The Court held that 
since the liquid nicotine used in e-cigarettes is derived from natural tobacco 
plants, the e-cigarettes can be regulated under the Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act of 2009 (the "Tobacco Act"), because the Tobacco Act 
broadly defines the term "tobacco product" to include any product "derived from 
tobacco that is intended for human consumption, including any component, part, 
or accessory of a tobacco product. .. " 21 U.S.C. §321(rr). The court rejected the 
FDA's hann to the public interest argument for denying the preliminary 
injunction, reasoning that the FDA had cited no evidence to show that e-cigarettes 
harmed anyone. 627 F.3d at 899. 

Judge Garland's concurring opinion in Sottera is quite instructive. Judge 
Garland agrees that e-cigarettes are subject to regulation under the Tobacco Act 
because of the Act's broad definition of the term "tobacco product." Nonetheless, 
Judge Garland noted that the liquid nicotine used in e-cigarettes is merely derived 
from natural tobacco plants but does not itself actually contain any tobacco, 627 
F.3 d at 901, and it seems even "less natural to regard that fact as sufficient to 

lSee ACSH HealthFactsandFears.com, August 3,2011, attached hereto as 
Exhibit 1. ACSH was founded by a group of scientists in 1978. Its mission is to 
ensure that peer-reviewed mainstream science reaches the public, the media, and 
the decision-makers who determine public policy (see "About ACSH," attached 
hereto as Exhibit 2). ACSH is directed and advised by over 350 physicians, 
scientists and policy advisors (see Exhibit 1). 
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transform [the e-cigarette's] plastic cartridges -which contain no tobacco- into a 
tobacco product." 627 F.3d at 899. SB 2819, as presently proposed, would 
classify all components of the e-cigarette, including the plastic cartridges, 
batteries, etc. -and even liquid containing no nicotine at all and all components of 
the e-cigarettes even when used to vaporize non-nicotine liquid- as tobacco 
products. 

Judge Garland distinguished e-cigarettes from products containing tobacco 
as follows, 627 F.3d at 900-901: 

First, unlike products containing tobacco, which the FDA has 
found to be associated with "cancer, respiratory illness, and 
heart disease," [FDA v. Brown & Williamson, 529 US. 120,] 
134-135, the FDA has not found that nicotine or tobacco-free 
products that deliver nicotine are inherently unsafe. . . . Indeed, 
the FDA states that "it may well be possible for a manufacturer 
of 'electronic cigarettes' ... to satisfy the FDCA's safety, 
effectiveness, and labeling requirements and obtain FDA 
approvaL" [FDA Br. 16]. 

In light of the obvious differences between products containing tobacco, 
and e-cigarettes which do not, it makes no sense to subject e-cigarettes to the 
tobacco tax, which is specifically directed at addressing tobacco related harms. To 
the contrary, since current research suggests that e-cigarettes show promise as an 
effective means to reduce tobacco use and tobacco related harms, subjecting e
cigarettes to the tobacco tax would actually undermine the justification for the tax 
itself 

For the foregoing reasons, I respectfully ask the Committee to strike Pmi I 
from SB 2819 before introducing the bill to the Senate. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

el Jay Gre~~~~ 
Attorney fo olcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes 
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New research lights up success of e-cigarettes 
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As electronic cigarettes become a more popular means of quitting conventional cigarettes, 
studies pointing to their efficacy are accumulating. In an online survey of nearly 3,600 
subjects who were recruited from either e-cigarette-related web sites or smoking 
cessation sites that have nothing to do with e-cigarettes, researchers from the Institute of 
SOGial and Preventive Medicine at the University of Genev.a found that a large majority of 
the responders who had quit reported that e-cigarettes helped them get off cigarettes. 

And, in an entry for his blog tobaccoanalysis.com, ACSH advisor Dr. Michael Siegel, 
professor in the Department of Community Health Sciences at the Boston University 
School of Public Health, discusses the study results, which were published in the journal 
Addiction. Among e-cigarette users who used the devices to quit smoking, four out of five 
said they fear they would return to smoking cigarettes if the electronic nicotine delivery 
devices were banned. 

Despite the study's positive conclusions regarding the use of e~cigarettes as effective 
smoking cessation devices, some prominent public health organizations continue to rail 
against the alleged dangers of allowing these products on the market. But people who 
rely on science, not simply feelings, are frustrated by such fervent opposition, says 
ACSH's Dr. Gilbert Ross. "Those who want to ban e~cigarettes and refuse to investigate 
the potential of harm reduction are adhering to a discredited dogma, which is frustrating to 
scientists such as Dr. Siege!." 

Aban on e~cigarettes is hypocritical and illogical," adds ACSH's Dr. Josh Bloom, 
"especially since Congress has allowed companies to legally sell harmful or useless (and 
untested) products, such as dietary supplements. But all of a sudden, regulators are 
worried about the safety of e~cigarettes? How about considering the known and serious 
risk of real cigarettes in the equation? Any minor safety concerns about e~cigarettes are 
dwarfed by the real risk of smoking. Why people who are supposedly acting in the 
interest of public health can't grasp this simple concept is a mystery to me." 

Dr. Siegel sums up the issue very nicely: 

Thus, promoting the removal of electronic cigarettes from the market pending further research and 
recommending that people refrain from using the product pending further research are both 
strategies that will almost invariably cause substantial health harm to the population. 
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About ACSH 
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The American Council on Science and health was founded in 1978 by a 
group of scientists who had become concerned that many important 
public policies related to health and the environment did not have a 
sound scientific basis. These scientists created the organization to add 
reason and balance to debates about public health issues and to bring 
common sense views to the pubHc.ACSH is a national, non-profit, 
tax-exempt 501 (c)(3) consumer health education and advocacy 
organization based in New York City. 

ACSH's mission is to ensure that peer-reviewed mainstream science 
reaches the public, the media, and the decision-makers who determine 
public policy. Our objective is to restore science and common sense to 
personal and public health decisions, in order to foster a scientifically 
sound and sensible public health policy for the American people. ACSH 
is committed to improving communication and dialogue between" the 
scientific/medical community and the public and the media, in an effort to 
ensure that the coverage of health issues is based on scientific facts -
not hyperbole, emotion and ideology. 

The nucleus of ACSH is a board of 350 physicians, scientists and policy 
advisors - experts in a wide variety of fields-who review the Council's 
reports and participate in ACSH seminars, press conferences, media 
communications and other educational activities. 

ACSH accomplishes its goals by producing a wide range of publications 
including peer-reviewed reports on important health and environmental 
topics; HealthFactsAndFears.com; and a semi-annual review of ACSH 
press coverage, Media Update. The organization has also produced a 
documentary, "Big Fears, Little Risks," narrated by Walter Cronkite. 

ACSH representatives appear regularly on television and radio, in public 
debates and in other forums. In addition, ACSH hosts media seminars 
and press conferences on a variety of public health issues. ACSH also 
provides an in-house internship program for students in health science 
fields and participates in legislative and regulatory hearings. 

AS a nonprofit institution exempt from federal income tax under Section 
501 (c){3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All contributions are tax 
deductible as provided by law. 

What people are saying about ACSH 

"On one issue after another in recent years, ACSH has stood as a 
bulwark against the contemporary Luddites who see the beginning of 
civilization's end in every technological advance that reaches the market 
place." 
- Edwin Feulner, President The Heritage Foundation 

"The list of the ACSH's accomplishments is long, and lately some 
politicians in Washington-for a change-have begun to listen to ACSH's 
plea to examine the science before impOSing new regulations." 
- Ogden Newspapers (a large midwestern newspaper chain) 

''The New York-based American Council on Science and Health as usual 
is speaking out." 
- The Wall Street Journal (in an editorial on bST in milk) 
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"ACSH's list of board of directors and scientific and policy advisors reads 
like a page from Who's Who." 
- Pennsylvania Intelligencer 

"It's hard to get people away from the extreme positions. That's why I 
support ACSH so much .. .! believe it's one of the most centrist and most 
intellectually honest groups we've got today!" 
- Dr. Michael Osterholm, infectious diseases expert 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Andrew@cdfwatersupply.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:09:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrew cartwright
Organization: Cdf water supply
E-mail: Andrew@cdfwatersupply.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
The electronic cigarette is a wonderful invention. It is saving people's lives and money. For those of us
who are addicted to tobacco the electronic cigarette is truly a lifesaver. It should be more available and
less restricted. We the people need this product. Please consider the wonderful impact the e cigarette is
making while making your decisions. Please protect us against this law like you took an oath to do

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Andrew@cdfwatersupply.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ervin0725@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:42:56 PM
Attachments: To the Honorable Governor of Hawaii.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ervin Santos Santiago
Organization: Ecig bussiness
E-mail: ervin0725@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ervin0725@yahoo.com

To the Honorable Governor of Hawaii:

	My name is Ervin Santiago.  I recently traveled to Hawaii in June 2011 and was instantly attracted to the electronic cigarette which was sold by Volcano Ecig. The main reason I decided to try it was the positive research which has been done which showed remarkable benefits for my wife and son who have to endure my nasty habit of smoking.  Research has shown the horrible effects of smoking cigarettes. I made a very difficult decision to start Ecig for my family.  I hope one day I would be able to say this saved my life.  

 I enjoyed it so much that I wanted to bring it to Guam.  So I started a small business with the help of the folks at Volcano Ecigs.  I was recently informed by my wholesaler Adam Burnett that Hawaii was introducing a bill to prevent minors from purchasing electronic cigarettes and to raise taxes on any component of Electronic Cigarettes. I have never sold any Electronic Cigarette to a minor and would never think of it.  I commend you all for taking the time to regulate sales to minors.  The problem with raising taxes on all the components of the Electronic cigarettes is that it will dramatically raise the prices of the product that I buy from Volcano Ecigs.  I then would have to sale it for more which would be detrimental to my small business.  

If this law is passed I would have to find another distributer who is not subjected to the laws of Hawaii in regards to taxes on Electronic Cigarettes. This will also affect my families’ vacation trips.  Every other year we spend money to go to Hawaii because it is cool and not freezing like in the mainland USA.  My family in Michigan and northern California meet up in Hawaii to reunite and I would be able to conduct business with the fine folks in Volcano Ecigs, but this would probably change because I would be conducting business elsewhere. So I humbly ask that you reconsider the law that would raise the taxes on Electronic Cigarettes. I feel it is unfair and unnecessary.  Your island should embrace this healthier alternative to smoking cigarettes which is far more dangerous.  



To the Honorable Governor of Hawaii: 

 My name is Ervin Santiago.  I recently traveled to Hawaii in June 2011 and was instantly 
attracted to the electronic cigarette which was sold by Volcano Ecig. The main reason I decided to try it 
was the positive research which has been done which showed remarkable benefits for my wife and son 
who have to endure my nasty habit of smoking.  Research has shown the horrible effects of smoking 
cigarettes. I made a very difficult decision to start Ecig for my family.  I hope one day I would be able to 
say this saved my life.   

 I enjoyed it so much that I wanted to bring it to Guam.  So I started a small business with the 
help of the folks at Volcano Ecigs.  I was recently informed by my wholesaler Adam Burnett that Hawaii 
was introducing a bill to prevent minors from purchasing electronic cigarettes and to raise taxes on any 
component of Electronic Cigarettes. I have never sold any Electronic Cigarette to a minor and would 
never think of it.  I commend you all for taking the time to regulate sales to minors.  The problem with 
raising taxes on all the components of the Electronic cigarettes is that it will dramatically raise the prices 
of the product that I buy from Volcano Ecigs.  I then would have to sale it for more which would be 
detrimental to my small business.   

If this law is passed I would have to find another distributer who is not subjected to the laws of 
Hawaii in regards to taxes on Electronic Cigarettes. This will also affect my families’ vacation trips.  Every 
other year we spend money to go to Hawaii because it is cool and not freezing like in the mainland USA.  
My family in Michigan and northern California meet up in Hawaii to reunite and I would be able to 
conduct business with the fine folks in Volcano Ecigs, but this would probably change because I would 
be conducting business elsewhere. So I humbly ask that you reconsider the law that would raise the 
taxes on Electronic Cigarettes. I feel it is unfair and unnecessary.  Your island should embrace this 
healthier alternative to smoking cigarettes which is far more dangerous.   



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jamie@volcanoecigs.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:08:44 PM
Attachments: SB2819.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jamie Ernestberg
Organization: Volcanoecigs
E-mail: jamie@volcanoecigs.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jamie@volcanoecigs.com

Aloha,

I am emailing you today in regards to the Bill SB2819.  As an avid Electronic Cigarette supporter, I am all for the banning of sales to minors although the taxing of Electronic Cigarettes, not so much.  In the past 2 years Electronic Cigarettes have been in my life with nothing but positive outcomes.  I have had countless friends and family members switch from smoking cigarettes to vaping Electronic Cigarettes with achieving their personal goals of cutting back on cigarettes, saving money and quitting smoking all together!  Even the ones that were not planning on quitting smoking actually stopped having the cravings to smoke cigarettes without even trying!  Everyone of them have raved about how much better they feel, how their taste buds have come back to life, the fact that they have run a marathon successfully with ease, the money they were able to save for other necessities and so much more.  I am so blessed to have been given the opportunity to work for Volcanoecigs and find out about such a great product that has had such a impact on all it’s users.  With working for an Electronic Cigarette company I have heard so many stories about how the Electronic Cigarette has impacted so many lives in so many ways.  On a daily basis people come in to our retail locations thanking us for what we do.  I know that by passing this bill the way it is now, not only will you affect all Electronic Cigarette companies in Hawai`i but this will deeply impact all Electronic Cigarette users and possibly push them back to their old and bad habits of smoking cigarettes.  Please take the time to rethink this bill as it will have a huge negative impact on the State of Hawai`i.

Mahalo Nui Loa,

Jamie Ernestberg


Chief Operating Officer





Aloha, 
 
I am emailing you today in regards to the Bill SB2819.  As an avid Electronic Cigarette 
supporter, I am all for the banning of sales to minors although the taxing of Electronic 
Cigarettes, not so much.  In the past 2 years Electronic Cigarettes have been in my life 
with nothing but positive outcomes.  I have had countless friends and family members 
switch from smoking cigarettes to vaping Electronic Cigarettes with achieving their 
personal goals of cutting back on cigarettes, saving money and quitting smoking all 
together!  Even the ones that were not planning on quitting smoking actually stopped 
having the cravings to smoke cigarettes without even trying!  Everyone of them have raved 
about how much better they feel, how their taste buds have come back to life, the fact 
that they have run a marathon successfully with ease, the money they were able to save 
for other necessities and so much more.  I am so blessed to have been given the 
opportunity to work for Volcanoecigs and find out about such a great product that has 
had such a impact on all it’s users.  With working for an Electronic Cigarette company I 
have heard so many stories about how the Electronic Cigarette has impacted so many lives 
in so many ways.  On a daily basis people come in to our retail locations thanking us for 
what we do.  I know that by passing this bill the way it is now, not only will you affect all 
Electronic Cigarette companies in Hawai`i but this will deeply impact all Electronic 
Cigarette users and possibly push them back to their old and bad habits of smoking 
cigarettes.  Please take the time to rethink this bill as it will have a huge negative impact 
on the State of Hawai`i. 
 
Mahalo Nui Loa, 

 

Jamie Ernestberg 

Chief Operating Officer 
 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jess@islandvapor.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:27:24 AM
Attachments: letter to state of hawaii.wps

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jess Lovely
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jess@islandvapor.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Please don't pass this law and put all the E-cigarette stores out of business.  There are to many people
that benefit from this product!!!
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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 My name is Jess Lovely and I decided to pursue my dreams of opening my own Electronic Cigarette 
business called Island Vapor in Kihei, Maui on December 15th 2011.  I have only been open for 6 weeks and 
then I get the news that the local government wants to classify E-cigarettes as a tobacco product for the 
purpose of taxation at a 70% rate!  This will no doubt put everyone out of business and generate zero dollars 
of revenue for the state of Hawaii.  I currently sell a basic starter kit for $65.  70% tax rate would boost the 
base price of my bare bones starter kit to $110.50!  Is this correct?  If not let me know.  Also I totally agree 
with not selling E-cigarettes to minors.  I only sell my product to people over the age of 18 years old.  I 
think the thing that is going unnoticed in this bill is all the good that E-cigarettes do for people every day.  I 
smoked for 13 years and used E-cigarettes to stop smoking cigarettes  permanently.  It is hands down the 
most helpful product that has ever been  introduced to help people stop smoking.  Also I sell E-liquid that is 
comprised of mostly vegetable oil not propylene glycol .  Now you have to ask yourself, is vegetable oil bad 
for you?  There are many doctors that say that nicotine is not bad for the human body.  It is actually a 
stimulant just like caffeine.  Since E-cigarettes are the cleanest form of nicotine delivery ever invented (99% 
less chemicals and no tar) I think that they are not being viewed in the positive light that they deserve.  The 
fact that the state is trying to make them sound bad for people is not a fair shake!  I’m all for not selling 
E-cigarettes to minors but you need to look harder at the tax issue.  If you tax E-cigarettes and put all the 
outlets in Hawaii out of business, the state won’t make any money, and you will put many people out of jobs.  
On top of that there are hundreds of online sites that will happily send people E-cigarettes tax free.  As the 
owner of Island Vapor in Kalama Village in Kihei, I strongly oppose the taxation of electronic cigarettes in 
Hawaii.   
 
 
Thank You,  
Jess Lovely 
Owner/Operator 
Island Vapor 
1941 S. Kihei Rd. #I4 
Kihei HI 96753 
509-280-5078 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: matt@longleymarketing.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:23:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Matthew Longley
Organization: Longley Marketing
E-mail: matt@longleymarketing.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
The proposed bill would dramatically hurt my business as well as other businesses selling electronic
cigarettes. Many businesses located in Hawaii would be forced to take their business elsewhere. Taxing
the e-liquid would be one thing, but taxing accessories for ecigs makes no sense at all.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: victoria@thevaporgirl.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:41:02 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Victoria Sylvestre
Organization: The vapor girl
E-mail: victoria@thevaporgirl.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
E cigarettes are NOT TOBACCO!
They help people quit smoking ( which causes cancer)!!! Ecigs sometimes can have nicotine that is not
a carcinogen.
E cigarettes are approved by many doctors organizations.
Do we tax nicotine gum? Nicotine patches??? This would set a president for that, and I don't think big
pharm wants you to do that.
I will support keeping e cigarettes out of minors hands. Of course that is wise. But to tax as regular
cigarette products? That is ridiculous. It is not the same. There are doctors associations that have come
out in favor of the e cig! They are saving people's lives! Every doctor I go to has been thrilled I quit
smoking and started vaping. It is not the same thing! There is no tobacco, no combustion, no smoke,
no poisons for secondhand people and it's not bad for the environment. Nicotine is not a carcinogen.
Please don't do this. There are so many people who will be living longer, healthier lives because of
ecigs. If you need money, tax cigarettes higher but don't hurt something that is good for so many
people, I beg of you.
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TAXBILLSERVICE
  126 Queen Street, Suite 304                    TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII          Honolulu, Hawaii 96813   Tel.  536-4587 

SUBJECT: TOBACCO, Electronic cigarettes

BILL NUMBER: SB 2819; HB 2557 (Identical)

INTRODUCED BY: SB by Tsutsui by request; HB by Say by request

BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends HRS section 245-1 to amend the definition of tobacco products to include 
electronic cigarettes as defined under HRS section 709-908.

Amends HRS section 709-908 to define “tobacco” and “tobacco products” to  include electronic
cigarettes as any mechanical heating element, battery, or electronic circuit, which can be used to deliver
a vapor of nicotine or any other substances and the use or inhalation of which simulates smoking.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2012

STAFF COMMENTS: This is an administration measure submitted by the department of health HTH-
08(12).  While traditional cigarettes have been proven to be a health hazard, electronic cigarettes have
appeared on the market in 2004.  Even though electronic cigarettes do contain nicotine, they do not
produce the other hazardous substances associated with a traditional cigarette.  However, due to the
novelty of this product, there have been no studies on whether these electronic cigarettes pose any health
hazards.  As a precaution, this measure proposes that such electronic cigarettes shall be taxed under the
tobacco tax in the category of “other tobacco products” at 70% of its wholesale cost.  The measure also
restricts their sales to persons 18 years of age and older.

Given the fact that there is no tobacco being consumed with electronic cigarettes, it is questionable why
this particular product should be placed under the tobacco tax.  While it may be a substitute for a tobacco
product, so are other products like gum which contains nicotine manufactured to satisfy the craving for
nicotine.  How should these latter products be taxed, if at all?  As noted many times before, if the health
department believes that products such as cigarettes, chewing tobacco, and other forms of tobacco
consumption are bad for the community’s health, then those products should be banned altogether. 
Ironically, lawmakers do not want to give up the revenues they reap from the heavy taxes imposed on
these products.  

Digested 1/31/12



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ryane004@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:50:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Elizabeth Cabral
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ryane004@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: peckglenn55@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:57:21 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Glenn Peck
Organization: Individual
E-mail: peckglenn55@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kerrywg@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 6:55:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Kerry Green
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kerrywg@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: missniknic@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:06:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: nicole torres
Organization: Individual
E-mail: missniknic@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Halipinoyrsx@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:52:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Adam Cadorna
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Halipinoyrsx@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Volcano e cigs have helped me quit smoking !00%. I've even introduced this product to a number of
people and they no longer use tobacco product too. i feel more healthy than before and strongly believe
that this is not only an alternative way to smoke, but a product to help you quit smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alecgintner@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:08:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: alec gintner
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alecgintner@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chrismuscara@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:58:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Chris Muscara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chrismuscara@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:chrismuscara@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cjvc808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:46:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Clifford Cabiles
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cjvc808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Ive been a loyal customer for at least six months. Its been about 4 months since my last cigarette and i
can honestly say my lifestyle has never been healthier in years.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: drew@drewbrown.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:33:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Drew Brown
Organization: Individual
E-mail: drew@drewbrown.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This product has saved my life and I'm sure lives of many others. You are supposed to work for the
health and well being of the public. Your laws should be raising awareness of the dangers of smoking
not restrict the benefits of those who are trying to stop. Shame on you if you tax this product. Wake up
and help the people, not hurt them.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gencygalarce@yhaoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:39:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Gency Galarce
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gencygalarce@yhaoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gencygalarce@yhaoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: honmag002@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:28:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Gerald Honma
Organization:
E-mail: honmag002@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
 Please give Hawaii people a choice to choose a alternate to cancer causing cigarettes (Tobacco). If you
raise the tax to be the same as Tobacco cigarettes for Ecigs then the tens of thousands of Hawaii
people who are vaping instead of smoking may go back to Tobacco cancer products. I am or was a
heavy smoker and tried everything out there to quit, but the only thing that has helped was a electronic
cigarette.Everyone knows that Ecigs are less hazardous than regular cigarettes even if is not completely
tested yet.Even my doctor says it is common sense that if you light anything on fire and smoke it that it
will do way more damage then if you vaporize it. Especially if it does not contain tobacco and only
nicotine which is not a cancer causing carcinogen.

Much Mahalo,
Gerald Honma

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ikaikastrum@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:57:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: ikaika saito
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ikaikastrum@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:ikaikastrum@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mrchu1234@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:32:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Jacob Chu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mrchu1234@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I have been an employee for volcano for a little over a year now.  I have also quit smoking regular
cigarettes for roughly around the same amount of time.  Over the past year I have helped a number of
people cut down on smoking and/or quit smoking all together.  I personally have been smoking for 8
years and now have no desire to smoke a regular cigarette.  So imposing this bill would not only make
it harder for customers and myself to purchase products but would more than likely put me out of a
job.  So please do not pass this bill.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sternbergj666@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 1:23:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: jake sternberg
Organization: Another Jewboy Production
E-mail: sternbergj666@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
smoking kills more than most controlled substances, this product has 2 chemicals opposed to the 4000
in regular ciggarettes so anyone that thinks this product is not beneficial is out of their fucken
mind!!!!!!!!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: beastygedk@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:40:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: jerald balguna
Organization: Individual
E-mail: beastygedk@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:beastygedk@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: deversjohn@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:22:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: John Devers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: deversjohn@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:deversjohn@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: keonivex@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:10:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: john k. chang III
Organization: Individual
E-mail: keonivex@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:keonivex@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jpvw808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:46:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: John Paul vonwiegandt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jpvw808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jpvw808@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jjumawan@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:55:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: johnadette jumawan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jjumawan@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joshua.beauford@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:40:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: joshua beauford
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joshua.beauford@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:joshua.beauford@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: zsprinkles@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:57:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Katherine Bojarski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: zsprinkles@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:zsprinkles@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: haruo39@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:58:09 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Ken Hashimoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: haruo39@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
i ma currently a senior at Shidler college of business, I started smoking at the age of 18, and it wasn't
since the volcano ecig inferno that got me to quit. I tried everything on the market but craved the
physical aspect of smoking. Since i started smoking the ecig i noticed a huge inprovement in my health
and well as my physical fitness. Since i am in the army ROTC program at UH, physical fitness is top
priority. I am now able to be a more efficient leader in the US Army.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:haruo39@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kevinrichter@att.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:37:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Kevin Richter
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kevinrichter@att.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This bill is ridiculous and the premise on which it is based upon is false.  This product cannot possibly
be deemed a &quot;tobacco product&quot; when there is no tobacco in it.  Nicotine liquid is not tobacco
plain and simple thus this bill should be denied.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kevinrichter@att.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: adecadentsociety@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:09:44 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: kristina rice
Organization: Individual
E-mail: adecadentsociety@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I get the state wanting to prevent minors from being able to vape but this is already a concern to the
local e cigarette venders. N they are already helping that by carding everyone who visits the shop. Now
taxing the product is ridiculous. People use vapor cigarettes to stop smoking. If u tax this product with
how high the price will become will drive people back to smoking not to mention force people out of
jobs. The legislature of Hawaii should know more then anyone how hard it is for thw people of Hawaii
to find work. Forcing mark up on a good product helping people in more ways then one will shut down
work spaces due to greed of the government causing losses in jobs and businesses. Not to mention
restarting people on a habbit they r trying to quit. Its counter productive to the people against cigarettes
any how. You need to rethink this bill and consider how it will negatively affect everyone not just people
who smoke e-cigarettes. I personally don't use it, but my boyfriend who has been a smoker for 8yrs got
an e-cigarette for Christmas and hasn't smoked a real one sense. I have the vendors of this product,
the creaters and our friend(and fellow vapor) to thank fir that. His health has improved tramendusly. I'd
hate to see my fiancee turn back to that nasty habbit because of this taxation. Itd make it to exensive
to purchase in Hawaii, and that's if thw local venders aren't forced to shut down. I know he wouldn't
want to order all his products online. This product is beneficial, please don't mistakenly force it down.
Patches, nicorette gum any other non-tobacco products don't have this tax, don't place it on this
wonderful and helpful quitting product! Thank you for your time. I know our legislature will do what
best for its people once  you understand the devastation this bill would produce if put into effect!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:adecadentsociety@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: giraphants@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:18:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: la aukai
Organization: Individual
E-mail: giraphants@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
it helps me getting off of cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:giraphants@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kalae.akui@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:26:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: kalae akui
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kalae.akui@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
I love the electronic cigarettes and what they have done for me. They bettered my health and made me
save lots of money!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kalae.akui@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lrehfeldt@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:40:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Leah Rehfeldt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lrehfeldt@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
With the use of the Volcano electronic cigarette, myself and a number of my colleagues have quit using
analog tobacco cigarettes, dramatically changing our lives, savings, and overall health. The heavy
taxation of this product would essentially make it more expensive to 'vape' than to smoke tobacco
cigarettes. I can't count on the rest of the local e-cig users to continue spending their money on such
an expensive product, and if my supplier should lose their company due to the loss of their business, I'd
be forced to do the same. Using e-cigs helped me quit the lifestyle I had, and knowing these products
contain no tobacco at all, I'll do nothing but support the opposition of this taxation.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lrehfeldt@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: l0lat@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:20:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Linda
Organization: Individual
E-mail: l0lat@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes are promoting healthier alternatives not just for us as smokers but also helps non
smokers by ridding of the harmful effects of second hand smoke. If lighters and matches aren't being
taxed, why should ecig products that don't contain nicotine be taxed.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:l0lat@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lgamiao@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:45:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Lindsey Gamiao
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lgamiao@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lgamiao@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rmspunky1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:00:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Madison Nikkola
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rmspunky1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes have helped my step-mother quit smoking cigarettes after thirty years. It should be
a consumer's choice to decide whether to smoke a natural cigarette or an electronic cigarette; at a
comparably reasonable price. A 70% tax on products is extravagant and manipulative.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rmspunky1@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: markoroots@hotmail.it
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:01:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Marco
Organization: Individual
E-mail: markoroots@hotmail.it
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Hello,
I read...
Why do you want call &quot;tobacco product&quot; if there isn' t tobacco.
The FDA loose all the attemps to stop this in tribunal.
Is ridiculous you want tax this.
Do you want make a buisness on the health of the people?
I hope not.

Best regards

Marco Migietta

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:markoroots@hotmail.it


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mwa1024@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:23:00 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Matthew Ahern
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mwa1024@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
I was a 2 pack a day smoker for 30yrs, the electronic personal vaporizer ( e-cigarretee was the only
product that got me to quit smoking. Secondly it is so obvious that the politicians against this are being
lobbied from Big tobacco and big pharma and getting kickbacks, I want the person who has initiated
this bill to be fully investigated and I am going to b looking into this, this is unjust and the most
crookedest thing I have ever heard of, these e-cigaretes are without a doubt the best thing on the
market as an alternative to smoking real cigarettes which ARE KNOWN TO CAUSE CANCER, HEART
DISEASE AND NUMEROUS OTHER HEALTH ISSUES , YET you dirty stinking politicians want to tax the
hell out of them, only to make up the loss of income from people quitting the real cigarettes and get
the money you all are losing from this new invention, this is a total disgrace and I have way more to
say about it and will be there with other representation as well, in fact thousands of people will be
there, they are flying in from all over the world, if you think you dirty stinking politicians will pass this
kind of tax and try to ban this product you all have another thing coming, as well you will all be getting
fully investigate so everyone can see exactly what you all do all day and who is kicking you kickbacks,
what a dirty bunch of people we have representing us these days, it disgust me

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mwa1024@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mike.sumida@clearwire.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:15:35 PM
Attachments: Mike"s testimony.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Mike Sumida
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mike.sumida@clearwire.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mike.sumida@clearwire.net

I was a smoker for 35+ yrs. and have tried every product from nicotine gums to nicotine patches with no success.
It was only after using electronic cigarettes was I able to stop my habit of smoking tobacco cigarettes. 
I believe e-cigs are a healthy alternative for people like myself who want to quit smoking but are unable to using traditional methods.




I was a smoker for 35+ yrs. and have tried every product from nicotine gums to nicotine patches 
with no success. 
It was only after using electronic cigarettes was I able to stop my habit of smoking tobacco 
cigarettes.  
I believe e-cigs are a healthy alternative for people like myself who want to quit smoking but are 
unable to using traditional methods. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mililanirivas@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:30:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Milta Rivas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mililanirivas@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I am extremely upset that now that I smoked cigarettes with it's second hand smoke I switched to
Valcano E cigs the state legislature of Hawaii wants to impose a 70% tax on this fabulous company's
products. Stop putting money before those of us that truly are in need of this service. Our government
sucks.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mililanirivas@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: napalmer86@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:57:46 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: nick palmer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: napalmer86@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
This bill is ill advised it will just hurt hawaii as a whole taking the revenue here stores bring into 
mainland and foreign companies you are killing jobs and weaking the economy

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nkbenzon@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:11:51 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Noah Benzon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nkbenzon@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:nkbenzon@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: queverb@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:09:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Quinn R. Allen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: queverb@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
As a smoker of 15 years who has tried multiple means of quitting, all without success, it pains me to
find out that the state I'm living in would do something so harmful as to rob its people of something
that would enable them to live healthier.  Electronic Cigarettes are NOT tobacco products. It is ridiculous
that they would be classified as such. Electronic Cigarettes are a healthier means of delivering nicotine
to the body, and research has proven that it is not only THOUSANDS of times healthier than tobacco, it
has been shown to be healthier than some of the other smoking-cessation materials (such as patches or
gums) and far more effective.

The proposed tax increase would literally mean the end of small business who provide these products
not only to customers here in Hawaii (this being inclusive of all the islands) but also to customers across
the nation. This would be the end of jobs in an already depressing job market, an increase in customers
who have stopped smoking tobacco cigarettes to go back to them, and the loss of a chance for Hawaii
to make a major move in the nation to actually support a health movement that has shown more
promise than anything else in the past 20 years in helping people to stop using tobacco cigarettes.

Please, I urge you to think this through more carefully. These products have already saved thousands of
lives. I've seen first hand smokers who have been addicted to tobacco cigarettes for 40+ years finally
stop and solely use electronic cigarettes.

Zero tolerance for nicotine is years away, if ever. Harm reduction is the first step, and nothing on the
market has been as effective as electronic cigarettes. The research is out there and its easy to find,
even easier to ask for, and it all says the same thing; These aren't tobacco products, these are
thousands of times healthier than tobacco products, and these have PROVEN themselves to be
significantly more effective at helping people to stop smoking than any other treatment available.

Don't condemn your constituents to an unhealthy life when they've finally found something to help them
quit. Dig deeper than the surface and see how amazing this technology is, and how many lives it can
save. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:queverb@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: raeshanahan20@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:34:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: rachel shanahan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: raeshanahan20@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
this is stupid

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: robyn.mateo@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:43:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Robyn Mateo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: robyn.mateo@live.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:robyn.mateo@live.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Supasaqeb@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:45:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Saqeb
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Supasaqeb@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
There is no tabacoo in this product. This bill should not pass.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Supasaqeb@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: moonnosun@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:50:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Sean Moon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: moonnosun@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
This is the last thing i have to quit smoking. I am moving away from tabacco products in an effort to be
health concious. Might as well and start taxing other products that give simialr effects.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:moonnosun@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ainokeabs@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:46:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: sharece hardin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ainokeabs@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ainokeabs@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: spettis08@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:37:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: stacey austin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: spettis08@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:spettis08@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tdkisaacs@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:57:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Tiffany Isaacs
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tdkisaacs@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I stand in support of Volcanoecigs and all other electronic cigarette providers. Finally a product has
become available that many consumers are finding very helpful in acheiving their goal to quit smoking.
It is very upsetting that the state would consider putting an additional rediculous tax on these products
which would make it harder for consumers to be able to afford these products. Personally i was raised
on a tobacco farm and started smoking cigarettes at age 7. I am now 25 years old with horrible
smokers cough, I cant run long distances hike or swim like most my age. I have tried many different
options to quitting - patches, gum, pills even tried being hypnotised. None of these methods have
worked and i could not afford the cost. Electronic cigarettes have helped me cut back dramatically,
hopefully within the next week i will be able to say that i have quit completely. If this bill passes i fear i
will not be able to afford the products i will need to stay smoke free and live a healthier happy life.
Please do not pass this bill and further jeopardize thousands of us consumers and our loved ones to not
being able to afford a healthier life style.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: antb757@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:58:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Tony Batiste
Organization: Individual
E-mail: antb757@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is just another way to squeeze more tax dollars out us! I have tried the Hawaii quit line, patches,
gum, and nothing worked. After 2 weeks of using this product, I am now smoke free for over a year.
How can you tax a battery or atomizer? Alone, they are not tobacco. Even when the entire unit is put
together, you still have no tobacco. I promise to vote against anyone who votes for this
&quot;scheme,&quot; republican or democrat. This unit is already listed as for sale to only adults, and
has survived the overreaching arm of the FDA. These units are not tobacco, under any definition. They
are nicotine alternatives- least case, and life savers at best. Nicotine patches are given away for free
with the support of this very same governing body(and they are proven not to work!). Spend your time,
and my tax dollars on something else. This product is also available in a non nicotine formula- which for
me helped with the suppression of oral fixation (a major component of smoking).

Hawaii is home to a major ecig company, which provides multiple jobs, I have no doubt that those job
will leave this state. I also have no doubt that your tax scheme will fail. These products are readily
available via other avenues, and I am easily able to avoid this maneuvering (I can all but guarantee that
you reach can't compete with the world wide web! Learn to be content supporting small businesses
(and collecting standard sales taxes), and stop trying to fleece us consumers (voters). 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: will.simpson@xerox.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:29:24 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: William Simpson III
Organization: Individual
E-mail: will.simpson@xerox.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Take electronic cigarretes OFF THIS BILL, where is the common sense? This is NOT TABACCO!! You've
already taxed us out of smoking.This is not smoking it's vaporizing. In the last year I've cut down my
nicotine and by next year i'll be free of it. my Dr. even recommended this as the patches did not work
for me. I emplore you to use common sense. I am a veteran of war and I VOTE.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: williamthetailor@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:31:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: william
Organization: Individual
E-mail: williamthetailor@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
e cigs helped me give up tobaco. please dont pass

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: blazeakee@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:14:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: tiffany lota
Organization: Individual
E-mail: blazeakee@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I really enjoy my electronic cigarette. It is better than real cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cg030308@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:59:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chadd Astronomo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cg030308@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: zeroxero247@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:16:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ivan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: zeroxero247@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Im not a smoker, i bought these for a friend and tried them and wernt that bad and i support this.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jikehara@lava.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:25:10 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jo Ann Ikehara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jikehara@lava.net
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
Any measures that attempt to limit and prevent minors from accessing tobacco products should be
supported.  The long term effects of e-cigarette use has not yet been determined.  Do not let the young
and vulnerable go down this path with this device by allowing it to go unsanctioned.  Lung health is not
a replaceable commodity.  Likewise, by placing this paraphernalia into a category that allows for
increased taxation should also be supported, to deter access by adults.  Many are stopping, because of
the rising cost of tobacco products. The harmful effects of tobacco use are well documented.  The cost
of treating health problems caused by smoking are draining our coffers across our state and across the
USA, in addition to contributing to the early disability and demise of those individuals who took up the
activity.  Please pass SB2819.      Sincerely,  Jo Ann Ikehara, RRT, LRT
                   (Registered and Licensed Respiratory Therapist)  

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kevin.a.schaefer@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:26:01 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kevin Schaefer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kevin.a.schaefer@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lchow628@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 9:32:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Louis Chow
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lchow628@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: matthewemartel@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:39:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: matthew martel
Organization: Individual
E-mail: matthewemartel@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: MICHAEL.JAMESON@ROCKETMAIL.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:52:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: MICHAEL JAMESON
Organization: Individual
E-mail: MICHAEL.JAMESON@ROCKETMAIL.COM
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO FINALLY BEING ABLE TO QUIT SMOKING THROUGH THE HELP OF E
CIGS. THIS PRODUCT HAS BEEN THE ONLY PRODUCT THAT HAS TRUELY HELPED ME. I HAVE TRIED
BOTH THE GUM AND PATCH WITH NO SUCCESS.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikegrandy.mobile@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:29:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mike grandy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikegrandy.mobile@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nadimam@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:31:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: nadima melhem
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nadimam@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: RJHCues@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:10:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Richard Hsu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: RJHCues@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Stop the sales of electronic cigarette products to minors
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tjs29@wpa.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:50:38 PM
Attachments: SB2819-Testimonial.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Terry Stephenson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tjs29@wpa.net
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
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Testimony Regarding SB2819
RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES

Dear Elected Officials,

Hello and please consider the following on sales of electronic cigarette products. Without going into a lengthy discussion on the pros and cons of electronic cigarettes or E-Cigs I would like to submit the following for your consideration in passing this or any related bill to the use and sale of these products.

Tobacco use has been on a steady decline because of these types of products. The industry has seen many changes to the way Americans smoke or chooses not to smoke. The health benefits of quitting are obvious and the public should have the choice to use these safer than cigarette type products if they wish. By levying such a bill this would put the cost of E-Cigs much out of the reach of people who have had success in decreasing and stopping the use of regular cigarette products. The E-Cig is an electronic device NOT a Tobacco product. Fair taxation on the e cigarette should be that of any electronic device. Being the electronic cigarette contains no Tobacco how can you justify the 70% taxation rate?  Do you tax a room vaporizer at 70%? It is the same principle of operation and you breathe that also. Some people even use the room vaporizer in their infants and children’s room with additives. 

The electronic cigarette is as safe as the vaporizer and most times safer. With company’s such as Volcano in Hawaii is leading the front on quality control and safer packaging not because they have too but because they are proactive with safety. Minors are not served and strict rules of engagement are enforced. This company along with many other E-Cig companies take the extra steps to insure a safe and quality non tobacco alternative is available.

Insane taxation will only hurt all in the end. Lower or No sales, No Employees, and guess what less tax revenue form the electronic cigarette sales. With other states looking at the get it taxed or get it out approach rather than educating themselves on the product can and may very well be politically detrimental. News Flash: The E-Cig is here to stay, I urge you to educate yourself on the benefits of this product, I believe that you will find that there are many more supporters and advocates than detractors.

Fair taxation as a product yes, unfair unreasonable taxation on any item is just plain crazy. Consider this; if you’re Coffee you so grow and enjoy suddenly had a 70% Tax increase because it contains caffeine (a proven stimulant) how would that go over. Not so good I suspect.

How about you spend your elected time dealing with better ways to manage the budgets other than insane taxation, maybe the public would notice that more. But I guess you can always just raise the tax on something else to make up the ground instead of running you house like we have to run ours efficiently. The ultimate goal is to eventually quit smoking traditional over taxed cigarettes and many electronic cigarette users have done so. This newer technology holds promise and developments to a better future for all. 

Please consider these issues while deciding the fate of many regular people who want to be able to afford such a great option to curb or quit their addiction. Thankfully we live in a free country where we can debate the risks and rewards of any product. This debate as far as most educated people who have used electronic cigarettes is over. They can and do help smokers quit or slow down without harming themselves or others around them.

Please drop this un-fair and un-just proposed bill. Educate yourself on the positive of electronic cigarettes. Just ask any Volcanoecig customer or employee. The advice, information and help are always FREE.

Thank you for your time and consideration

Terry Stephenson 
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Testimony Regarding SB2819 
RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES 

Dear Elected Officials, 

Hello and please consider the following on sales of electronic cigarette products. Without going into a 
lengthy discussion on the pros and cons of electronic cigarettes or E-Cigs I would like to submit the 
following for your consideration in passing this or any related bill to the use and sale of these products. 

Tobacco use has been on a steady decline because of these types of products. The industry has seen 
many changes to the way Americans smoke or chooses not to smoke. The health benefits of quitting are 
obvious and the public should have the choice to use these safer than cigarette type products if they 
wish. By levying such a bill this would put the cost of E-Cigs much out of the reach of people who have 
had success in decreasing and stopping the use of regular cigarette products. The E-Cig is an electronic 
device NOT a Tobacco product. Fair taxation on the e cigarette should be that of any electronic device. 
Being the electronic cigarette contains no Tobacco how can you justify the 70% taxation rate?  Do you tax 
a room vaporizer at 70%? It is the same principle of operation and you breathe that also. Some people 
even use the room vaporizer in their infants and children’s room with additives.  

The electronic cigarette is as safe as the vaporizer and most times safer. With company’s such as 
Volcano in Hawaii is leading the front on quality control and safer packaging not because they have too 
but because they are proactive with safety. Minors are not served and strict rules of engagement are 
enforced. This company along with many other E-Cig companies take the extra steps to insure a safe and 
quality non tobacco alternative is available. 

Insane taxation will only hurt all in the end. Lower or No sales, No Employees, and guess what less tax 
revenue form the electronic cigarette sales. With other states looking at the get it taxed or get it out 
approach rather than educating themselves on the product can and may very well be politically 
detrimental. News Flash: The E-Cig is here to stay, I urge you to educate yourself on the benefits of this 
product, I believe that you will find that there are many more supporters and advocates than detractors. 

Fair taxation as a product yes, unfair unreasonable taxation on any item is just plain crazy. Consider this; 
if you’re Coffee you so grow and enjoy suddenly had a 70% Tax increase because it contains caffeine (a 
proven stimulant) how would that go over. Not so good I suspect. 

How about you spend your elected time dealing with better ways to manage the budgets other than 
insane taxation, maybe the public would notice that more. But I guess you can always just raise the tax 
on something else to make up the ground instead of running you house like we have to run ours 
efficiently. The ultimate goal is to eventually quit smoking traditional over taxed cigarettes and many 
electronic cigarette users have done so. This newer technology holds promise and developments to a 
better future for all.  

Please consider these issues while deciding the fate of many regular people who want to be able to afford 
such a great option to curb or quit their addiction. Thankfully we live in a free country where we can 
debate the risks and rewards of any product. This debate as far as most educated people who have used 
electronic cigarettes is over. They can and do help smokers quit or slow down without harming 
themselves or others around them. 

Please drop this un-fair and un-just proposed bill. Educate yourself on the positive of electronic cigarettes. 
Just ask any Volcanoecig customer or employee. The advice, information and help are always FREE. 

Thank you for your time and consideration 

Terry Stephenson  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: yolandamyjr@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 4:49:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: yolanda reyes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: yolandamyjr@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: paledro@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:45:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Aaron Ching
Organization: Individual
E-mail: paledro@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ajp2186@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:06:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: aaron penn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ajp2186@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ajp2186@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: aaronv@haigprecision.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:48:32 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Aaron Valenta
Organization: Individual
E-mail: aaronv@haigprecision.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Seriously? Such narrow-mindedness, such ignorance, but mostly, Such Gluttony! And then, to publicly
advertise such incompetence &amp; greed? One should be ashamed!!!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: duckynoliky@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:20:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Aaron Winegardner
Organization: Individual
E-mail: duckynoliky@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
As everyone knows we are going thought hard times. When people go thought hard times they get
stressed out. People have to release this stress. Some people have a glass of wine others have a
cigaret.

As it already is e-cigs are rely costly to start out on this is already a turn off to most people with little
money wanting to quit/ find another healthier way of dealing with there stress.

Just think of how many people will be turned off by the price point of this product that they will just
turn away from a healthier choice. This in fact in the long run will be giving cancer to America.

In regards to jobs. This will force Volcano ecig and other company's like in Hawaii to move their
business else where out of state or just to shut down. This means a lost of Jobs that we need in these
hard times. Also Volcano ecig stated in a email that went out to all its customers that they will do just
that.

This is not a good way to start out making America healthier by showing other states that its a good
idea to tax this product. If this goes through I believe other states will follow and soon the jobs will be
outsourced.

Now if this bill was just making ecigs unattainable to minors it would be fine but its not.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: abbylapointe@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:36:30 PM
Attachments: e-cigs.pdf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Abby Lapointe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: abbylapointe@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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February 6, 2012


Aloha,


Iʼm writing this testimony to strongly oppose Senate bill SB2819 which, if passed, will 
allow the state of Hawaii to tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every accessory 
sold with them at a rate of 70%, effectively driving Volcanoecigs and every other in-state 
vendor out of business and forcing all of us here in the islands to purchase our supplies 
from out-of-state vendors on the internet.


I was a cigarette smoker for twenty years before I switched to electronic cigarettes.  
Now Iʼve been smoke-free and off of tobacco for a year.  Although e-cigarettes stimulate 
the act of tobacco smoking by bearing the same physical sensation, appearance, and 
possibly flavor, e-cigarettes should not be compared at all to traditional tobacco 
cigarettes.


The liquid solution in e-cigarettes contains very few ingredients, and doesnʼt have the 
thousands of dangerous compounds present in most tobacco cigarettes.  Smoking an e-
cigarette also doesnʼt adversly affect anyone around the smoker.  On a personal level, I 
feel 1,000 times better than when I smoked tobacco cigarettes, my breath doesnʼt smell, 
my teeth arenʼt stained, and my complexion isnʼt dull like when I smoked normal 
cigarettes.  Although the effects of electronic cigarettes on human health have not been 
extensively studied, the deadly effects of smoking tobacco cigarettes are well known 
and proven by extensive scientific evidence, and comparing e-cigs to regular cigarettes 
is inappropriate, like comparing “apples to oranges.”  


If this bill is passed, it will be extremely unfortunate for all of us who have successfully 
used e-cigarettes as a smoking cessation device and drastically improved our personal 
quality of life, as well as the air quality of those around us.


Thank you so much for your time,


Abby Lapointe
Kailua, Hawaii







February 6, 2012

Aloha,

Iʼm writing this testimony to strongly oppose Senate bill SB2819 which, if passed, will 
allow the state of Hawaii to tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every accessory 
sold with them at a rate of 70%, effectively driving Volcanoecigs and every other in-state 
vendor out of business and forcing all of us here in the islands to purchase our supplies 
from out-of-state vendors on the internet.

I was a cigarette smoker for twenty years before I switched to electronic cigarettes.  
Now Iʼve been smoke-free and off of tobacco for a year.  Although e-cigarettes stimulate 
the act of tobacco smoking by bearing the same physical sensation, appearance, and 
possibly flavor, e-cigarettes should not be compared at all to traditional tobacco 
cigarettes.

The liquid solution in e-cigarettes contains very few ingredients, and doesnʼt have the 
thousands of dangerous compounds present in most tobacco cigarettes.  Smoking an e-
cigarette also doesnʼt adversly affect anyone around the smoker.  On a personal level, I 
feel 1,000 times better than when I smoked tobacco cigarettes, my breath doesnʼt smell, 
my teeth arenʼt stained, and my complexion isnʼt dull like when I smoked normal 
cigarettes.  Although the effects of electronic cigarettes on human health have not been 
extensively studied, the deadly effects of smoking tobacco cigarettes are well known 
and proven by extensive scientific evidence, and comparing e-cigs to regular cigarettes 
is inappropriate, like comparing “apples to oranges.”  

If this bill is passed, it will be extremely unfortunate for all of us who have successfully 
used e-cigarettes as a smoking cessation device and drastically improved our personal 
quality of life, as well as the air quality of those around us.

Thank you so much for your time,

Abby Lapointe
Kailua, Hawaii



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ymcahonolulu@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:04:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Abigail Stanwood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ymcahonolulu@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
To Whom it may concern,

Using Electronic Cigarettes helped me quit smoking cigarettes. My health has improved and also my
quility of life. I don't use E-Cigs for fun, as much as I use them out of necessity.

Please Do not Pass SB2819.

Mahalo,
Abby
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: email.acachia@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:14:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Acachia Schriml
Organization: Individual
E-mail: email.acachia@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is not a tobacco product! It's a nicotine product. Big business and government needs to stop
capitalizing on products that can help people reduce usage of harmful tobacco products, and start
promoting safer nicotine products instead. Passing this bill will prove that the State is interested in
money over people's health.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tsynamis72@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:49:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: adam arruda
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tsynamis72@live.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: i.am.so.banned@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:24:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: adam blazewick
Organization: Individual
E-mail: i.am.so.banned@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
As a person who smoked since I was 16 I am apposed to these kind of measures to tax ecigs This is
just insane. Would you rather i go back to smoking regular cigarettes and killing myself and my family. I
was planning on taking a trip to Hawaii but if this passes I will never spend my money there and I will
tell everyone I know to do the same. ecigs may have saved my life and the lives of many of the people
I know who used to smoke as well. We need to keep these products out of the hands of minors yes,
but not adults whose alternative is something that we know causes cancer. PLease do not do this vapers
have enough to contend with.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: atombone1180@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:40:24 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Adam Bowen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: atombone1180@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This bill is absolutely ridiculous! Preventing children from purchasing these products is one thing but,
adding an enormous tax under the guise of tobacco is absurd! You folks need to talk a good look at
what the big picture is and stop being &quot;persuaded&quot; from cash in hand by big tobacco!
Forcing people to pay large amounts of tax on a product based on tobacco laws is not the right thing to
do! Taxing a product is OK and when done correctly is the right of our government. You know darn well
that this is a ploy from our money hungry tobacco companies and by doing this shows that our
goverment is as weak and money crazed as them! Let Americas have the greatest alternative to
smoking ever been discovered! Let us live longer, enjoy our nicotine, pay fair prices while still
supporting the government in the development of this great invention.  I quit smoking 1 week ago today
and am proud to say i can enjoy a much less harmful product than many other legal drugs and pay fair
prices to boot! I support my country,  I love my country! Please do the right thing!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:atombone1180@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ar.drew@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:24:31 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: adam drew
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ar.drew@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!
That is why I switched from reg cigarettes. I am feeling a lot healthier.

Please do not hinder peoples chances of a healthier choice at significant cost savings, particularly during
this economic time we live in.

Mahalo!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: banddude007@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:49:32 PM
Attachments: Testimony - Bill HB2557.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Adam Dunn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: banddude007@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:banddude007@yahoo.com

I would like to express my concern about the proposed bill HB2557, regarding electronic cigarettes.

I implore you to become educated about electronic cigarettes.  They are a life-saving product that has helped thousands of people quit smoking, myself included.  They are NOT tobacco products, and they do NOT cause any ill health effects to the users or others. 

I quit a 28-year smoking habit, totally due to electronic cigarettes.  I had tried to quit dozens of times, all unsuccessful.  I tried the patch, gum, Chantix, cold turkey, you name it.  Ecigs are the only thing that has allowed me to break the deadly habit of cigarette smoking.

If this preposterous tax is imposed on ecigs, I will likely go back to smoking cigarettes, as much as that breaks my heart.  I will have a greatly increased risk of getting lung cancer as well.  I would like you to think about that before deciding to pass this bill.

Volcano is a company based in Hawaii which has helped thousands of people like me worldwide. They contribute greatly to the state economy as well.  In this time of economic recession, it seems that you would be doing all you could to encourage and support businesses like Volcano, not forcing them out of business.

I am TOTALLY in agreement that these products should not be sold to anyone under 18.  I am TOTALLY AGAINST prohibitive taxation that will make these devices too expensive for the people that need them most to afford them.

I hope that you consider this legislation carefully, as you are in a position to blow out the flame that is a beacon of life for all of us EX-smokers who rely on electronic cigarettes.



I would like to express my concern about the proposed bill HB2557, regarding electronic cigarettes. 

I implore you to become educated about electronic cigarettes.  They are a life-saving product that has 
helped thousands of people quit smoking, myself included.  They are NOT tobacco products, and they do 
NOT cause any ill health effects to the users or others.  

I quit a 28-year smoking habit, totally due to electronic cigarettes.  I had tried to quit dozens of times, all 
unsuccessful.  I tried the patch, gum, Chantix, cold turkey, you name it.  Ecigs are the only thing that has 
allowed me to break the deadly habit of cigarette smoking. 

If this preposterous tax is imposed on ecigs, I will likely go back to smoking cigarettes, as much as that 
breaks my heart.  I will have a greatly increased risk of getting lung cancer as well.  I would like you to 
think about that before deciding to pass this bill. 

Volcano is a company based in Hawaii which has helped thousands of people like me worldwide. They 
contribute greatly to the state economy as well.  In this time of economic recession, it seems that you 
would be doing all you could to encourage and support businesses like Volcano, not forcing them out of 
business. 

I am TOTALLY in agreement that these products should not be sold to anyone under 18.  I am TOTALLY 
AGAINST prohibitive taxation that will make these devices too expensive for the people that need them 
most to afford them. 

I hope that you consider this legislation carefully, as you are in a position to blow out the flame that is a 
beacon of life for all of us EX-smokers who rely on electronic cigarettes. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: adamgf@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:42:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: adam ferris
Organization: Individual
E-mail: adamgf@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: adam.horne2@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:04:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Adam Horne
Organization: Individual
E-mail: adam.horne2@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: meddlegroup@nyc.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:41:21 PM
Attachments: Against e-cig classification as tobacco.rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Adam Velazquez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: meddlegroup@nyc.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I do not believe that electronic cigarettes should be classified as a tobacco product at all, for the simple
reason that nicotine is not necessarily de-facto a product of tobacco, but is found in many plants.
Secondly, even when tobacco is used for the extraction of nicotine, the end product is nicotine not
tobacco. When we extract sugar from beets we do not call it beets we call it by its separate name,
sugar, and it is not classified as a vegetable but a separate derivative.

The purpose of classifying electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product for the sake of taxation is entirely
erroneous and opportunistic. The main reason why cigarettes have been taxed and at such a high rate
is because of the health implications of smoking. It has been proven that cigarette smoking is
dangerous to ones health. And to discourage people from doing so, and to possible offset public health
costs, taxes have been levied and are condoned for these reasons. This is not the same for electronic
cigarettes. In fact switching to electronic sources of nicotine should be encouraged for its health
benefits, and taxing them would be discouraging of the whole point of electronic cigarettes. People are
using the lower costs of the electronic nicotine delivery systems as a way to convince themselves to
switch, even though it is a new and unfamiliar way to &quot;smoke&quot;. Vaporizing of nicotine should
be encouraged for these and many other reasons, not discouraged. Treating them the same simply
doesn't make sense. Also keep in mind that many people such as myself who have never smoked
cigarettes, like vaporizing non-nicotene flavors as a fun alternative, so these products should not in any
way even be associated with nicotine or tobacco.

I understand that nicotine is a restricted substance and should be kept away from children. But taxing is
not a way to do that. Electronic vaporizing systems should not be associated with tobacco since the two
never meet. There is literally no way to put tobacco in an electronic vaporizer. Therefore this is just
someone seeing a tax market and trying to get in on the ground floor. This is a disservice to our
community where we have tried so hard to get people to quit smoking. My own mother after 50 years
of smoking was finally able to quit using electronic cigarettes. And this would have never happened if
she believed they were the same as cigarettes, and cost about the same.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:meddlegroup@nyc.rr.com

I do not believe that electronic cigarettes should be classified as a tobacco product at all, for the simple reason that nicotine is not necessarily de-facto a product of tobacco, but is found in many plants. Secondly, even when tobacco is used for the extraction of nicotine, the end product is nicotine not tobacco. When we extract sugar from beets we do not call it beets we call it by its separate name, sugar, and it is not classified as a vegetable but a separate derivative. 

The purpose of classifying electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product for the sake of taxation is entirely erroneous and opportunistic. The main reason why cigarettes have been taxed and at such a high rate is because of the health implications of smoking. It has been proven that cigarette smoking is dangerous to ones health. And to discourage people from doing so, and to possible offset public health costs, taxes have been levied and are condoned for these reasons. This is not the same for electronic cigarettes. In fact switching to electronic sources of nicotine should be encouraged for its health benefits, and taxing them would be discouraging of the whole point of electronic cigarettes. People are using the lower costs of the electronic nicotine delivery systems as a way to convince themselves to switch, even though it is a new and unfamiliar way to "smoke". Vaporizing of nicotine should be encouraged for these and many other reasons, not discouraged. Treating them the same simply doesn't make sense. Also keep in mind that many people such as myself who have never smoked cigarettes, like vaporizing non-nicotene flavors as a fun alternative, so these products should not in any way even be associated with nicotine or tobacco. 

I understand that nicotine is a restricted substance and should be kept away from children. But taxing is not a way to do that. Electronic vaporizing systems should not be associated with tobacco since the two never meet. There is literally no way to put tobacco in an electronic vaporizer. Therefore this is just someone seeing a tax market and trying to get in on the ground floor. This is a disservice to our community where we have tried so hard to get people to quit smoking. My own mother after 50 years of smoking was finally able to quit using electronic cigarettes. And this would have never happened if she believed they were the same as cigarettes, and cost about the same. 



I do not believe that electronic cigarettes should be classified as a tobacco product at 
all, for the simple reason that nicotine is not necessarily de-facto a product of tobacco, 
but is found in many plants. Secondly, even when tobacco is used for the extraction of 
nicotine, the end product is nicotine not tobacco. When we extract sugar from beets we 
do not call it beets we call it by its separate name, sugar, and it is not classified as a 
vegetable but a separate derivative.  
 
The purpose of classifying electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product for the sake of 
taxation is entirely erroneous and opportunistic. The main reason why cigarettes have 
been taxed and at such a high rate is because of the health implications of smoking. It 
has been proven that cigarette smoking is dangerous to ones health. And to discourage 
people from doing so, and to possible offset public health costs, taxes have been levied 
and are condoned for these reasons. This is not the same for electronic cigarettes. In 
fact switching to electronic sources of nicotine should be encouraged for its health 
benefits, and taxing them would be discouraging of the whole point of electronic 
cigarettes. People are using the lower costs of the electronic nicotine delivery systems 
as a way to convince themselves to switch, even though it is a new and unfamiliar way 
to "smoke". Vaporizing of nicotine should be encouraged for these and many other 
reasons, not discouraged. Treating them the same simply doesn't make sense. Also 
keep in mind that many people such as myself who have never smoked cigarettes, like 
vaporizing non-nicotene flavors as a fun alternative, so these products should not in any 
way even be associated with nicotine or tobacco.  
 
I understand that nicotine is a restricted substance and should be kept away from 
children. But taxing is not a way to do that. Electronic vaporizing systems should not be 
associated with tobacco since the two never meet. There is literally no way to put 
tobacco in an electronic vaporizer. Therefore this is just someone seeing a tax market 
and trying to get in on the ground floor. This is a disservice to our community where we 
have tried so hard to get people to quit smoking. My own mother after 50 years of 
smoking was finally able to quit using electronic cigarettes. And this would have never 
happened if she believed they were the same as cigarettes, and cost about the same.  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dreamrunner282@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:40:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Adrian Pruitt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dreamrunner282@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I strongly oppose this tax increase and this bill, other than the part about sales to minors. I quit
smoking over 8 months ago, due to electronic Cigerettes. My health has increased and my family is no
longer exposed to second hand smoke. We vacation in your great state about once every two years for
abor 3 weeks with several other families. If this bill is passed we will have to find another state for our
family vacations. Please take the time to seriously look at the effects this bill will have, thank You
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Aidalynn.kahuli@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 1:49:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: aidalynn kahuli
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Aidalynn.kahuli@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
helped me save money with ecig.and i dont smell like smoke

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cyber@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:40:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Alan Ibra
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cyber@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sixfeet47@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:27:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: alan ladines
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sixfeet47@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lanl87@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:23:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: alan lin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lanl87@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
There is no way e-cig is a tobacco product. In fact, e-cigs help me stop smoking. Now you want to
categorize e-cig as a tobacco product? E-cig are not sold to minors whether or not the bill exists. You
people just want to tax the e-cig products thats all. Don't we already pay enough taxes? We don't even
know where all the money is going to. On top of that prices of e-cigs will go up and it will be that much
harder for smokers to try a better alternative. I HAVE COMPLETELY GONE OFF SMOKING TOBACCO
AND I FEEL MUCH BETTER. Don't the peoples testimonies count?
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ac_pookie@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:18:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: albert cortez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ac_pookie@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Martinsbar1935@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:16:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Albert M King
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Martinsbar1935@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This product is saving my mothers life, she's so bad off that she has to smoke and this is letting her still
do so in a heather way and I'm seeing her get betters every day. But I love most of all is that it's made
in hawaii, gives me more confidence, don't want to smoke any ecigs from china so please don't hurt this
great company that is saving Americans life's.
Thank you for your time
Albert King
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ajvisitacion@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:42:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Aldrich Visitacion
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ajvisitacion@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alexjones777@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:49:30 AM
Attachments: SB2819.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Alex Jones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alexjones777@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:alexjones777@gmail.com

Hello, 

   My name is Alex Jones. I have been without cigarettes for over a year and a half. My first one was a Volcano e-cig from Volcano, a company based in Hawaii. I switched to electronic cigarettes b/c it was a cleaner and more cost effective alternative to traditional cigarettes. What I had not counted on was the health benefits. Not only was I not spending as much as I did on cigarettes, my clothing did not smell. There were no ashtrays or cigarette butts. After about 3 months I could breathe and taste and smell 100 times better than I could while smoking. SB2819 is trying to effectively take this away from me by increasing the cost by classifying this as a tobacco product, which I do not agree with. 

Regards, 

-Alexander Jones

-alexjones777@gmail.com



Hello,  

   My name is Alex Jones. I have been without cigarettes for over a year and a half. My first one was a 
Volcano e-cig from Volcano, a company based in Hawaii. I switched to electronic cigarettes b/c it was a 
cleaner and more cost effective alternative to traditional cigarettes. What I had not counted on was the 
health benefits. Not only was I not spending as much as I did on cigarettes, my clothing did not smell. 
There were no ashtrays or cigarette butts. After about 3 months I could breathe and taste and smell 100 
times better than I could while smoking. SB2819 is trying to effectively take this away from me by 
increasing the cost by classifying this as a tobacco product, which I do not agree with.  

Regards,  

-Alexander Jones 

-alexjones777@gmail.com 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alexrobinson@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:44:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: alex robinson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alexrobinson@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
good flavor, everyone i know loves it
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Dr.durden13@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:21:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Alex Tilton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Dr.durden13@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I don't believe you have any right to tax a tabacco product that isn't tabacco. Sale to minors is very
reasonable to dispute but taxation against something that is not tabacco is ridiculous. Find another way
to take our money...
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alexanderemerson@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:19:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: alexander emerson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alexanderemerson@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: slp79akamai@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:55:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ALEXIS SHELDON
Organization: Individual
E-mail: slp79akamai@msn.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
LEAVE US ALONE!  WE ARE NOT PART OF THE PROBLEM. GO AWAY!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mystals1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:01:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Alisa Miyasato
Organization: The Old Spaghetti Factory
E-mail: mystals1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: leash_uh@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:14:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Alisha Kalua
Organization: Individual
E-mail: leash_uh@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:leash_uh@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: awcossey@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 11:56:03 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: allen cossey
Organization: Individual
E-mail: awcossey@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:awcossey@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: allicarey59@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:39:28 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Allison Carey
Organization: Individual
E-mail: allicarey59@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
I cannot believe that you are doing this.  You raise taxes on tobacco under the guise of getting us to
quit smoking.  So I quit smoking and started vaping.  Now you want to tax my vape?  You are
incredible.  I guess you didn't take into account  the loss of tax revenue.  Are you going to include all
nicotine products?  So our health means NOTHING to you only money.  You should be applauding this
product not trying to control and tax it.  This is a hands down no brainer.  Leave my vape ALONE.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:allicarey59@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: amandajkittle@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:54:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Amanda Kittle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: amandajkittle@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:amandajkittle@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: amberandobie@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:07:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Amber Villanueva-Andaya
Organization: Individual
E-mail: amberandobie@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:amberandobie@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: amy.yokota@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 6:51:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Amy Yokota
Organization: Individual
E-mail: amy.yokota@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
I am a huge supporter of the electronic cigarettes. Today is 2/6/12 and I haven't smoke an analog
cigarette since 8/28/11. My lungs are clear and I feel beeter. My sense of smell is great and I don't
smell like cigarettes. Since using the electronic cigarette I have also saved a ton of money. If you decide
to add this tax, you will discourage analog cigarette smokers from switching to the electronic cigarette,
which is obviously a better choice.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:amy.yokota@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: papadre01@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:05:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: andre chung
Organization: Individual
E-mail: papadre01@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:papadre01@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vaperzecigs@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:51:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: andre perea
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vaperzecigs@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
i will noe visit no place that dont support a better way GREED

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:vaperzecigs@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: achamplin423@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:04:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrea Champlin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: achamplin423@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:achamplin423@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ragueam4@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 10:32:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrea
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ragueam4@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ragueam4@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ahaberer@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:22:07 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrew Haberer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ahaberer@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The use of an electronic cigarette has allowed me to quit the use of Actual tobacco products.  The
change in my health and activity levels has been phenomenal.  I am not opposed to the age restrictions
of payment of tax on nicotene products, but a tax on USB chargers, atomizers, and batteries is an over-
steping of the purpose of exise tax.  To impose a 70 percent tax on one USB charger would mean a
need to place that tax on all USB chargers for equality purposes.  Bestbuy would go out of business
under those circumstances.  The electronic cigarette is a healthier alternative, and one that is available
affordably.  please do not make this responsible choice unaffordable.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ahaberer@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Drewklaas@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:45:24 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrew Klaas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Drewklaas@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This amendment is a bad idea. I am under the age of 18 and I bought one of these ecigs because I
wanted to help a good friend quit smoking. This has been the reason he was able to stop and he is now
not having his problems with addiction. He would not have been able to quit without an E-Cig.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Drewklaas@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nojiri.andrew@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 10:34:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrew Nojiri
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nojiri.andrew@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:nojiri.andrew@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: andrew@gnaservicesinc.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:15:09 PM
Attachments: Testimony.pdf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrew Smith
Organization: Individual
E-mail: andrew@gnaservicesinc.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:andrew@gnaservicesinc.com



I am a customer of Honolulu based Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes
(Jocor Enterprises LLC). 


I want to start off by saying that I fully support banning the sales of electronic cigarettes to 
minors, it makes good sense. What seems not to make any sense is Section 1, taxing e-cigarettes at the 
same rate as tobacco products. 


Historically the increased tax on tobacco products has severed as a tool for encouraging healthy 
behavior and in turn reducing the burden placed on the health system.  


Sure, it would be ideal if we could get all smokers to quit.  But such a black and white approach 
to things dose not work in the real world. 


E-cigarettes are 98-99%[1] safer and by not taxing them at the same rate, we can encourage 
smokers who would otherwise not quit, to use a much safer product.[2]. 


A major factor in the switch to e-cigarettes for end users is not these health numbers but it is the 
cost savings. I say that from personal experience. I work a minimal wage job and the cost savings, not 
health,  is the reason I switched. 


I urge you to do the right thing here. Yes, ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors. But do 
keep the insensitive to reduce ones health risk by 98-99% by not taxing  electronic cigarettes like 
tobacco products.  By doing so you will not only encourage healthier lifestyles but you will reduce the 
future burdens placed on the health care system by these would be smokers, and because such costs 
ultimately come back on everyone you will be saving everyone money. 


Thank you for your time.


[1] http://www.harmreductionjournal.com/content/6/1/29
[2] http://www.healthnz.co.nz/RuyanCartridgeReport30-Oct-08.pdf
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I am a customer of Honolulu based Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes
(Jocor Enterprises LLC). 

I want to start off by saying that I fully support banning the sales of electronic cigarettes to 
minors, it makes good sense. What seems not to make any sense is Section 1, taxing e-cigarettes at the 
same rate as tobacco products. 

Historically the increased tax on tobacco products has severed as a tool for encouraging healthy 
behavior and in turn reducing the burden placed on the health system.  

Sure, it would be ideal if we could get all smokers to quit.  But such a black and white approach 
to things dose not work in the real world. 

E-cigarettes are 98-99%[1] safer and by not taxing them at the same rate, we can encourage 
smokers who would otherwise not quit, to use a much safer product.[2]. 

A major factor in the switch to e-cigarettes for end users is not these health numbers but it is the 
cost savings. I say that from personal experience. I work a minimal wage job and the cost savings, not 
health,  is the reason I switched. 

I urge you to do the right thing here. Yes, ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors. But do 
keep the insensitive to reduce ones health risk by 98-99% by not taxing  electronic cigarettes like 
tobacco products.  By doing so you will not only encourage healthier lifestyles but you will reduce the 
future burdens placed on the health care system by these would be smokers, and because such costs 
ultimately come back on everyone you will be saving everyone money. 

Thank you for your time.

[1] http://www.harmreductionjournal.com/content/6/1/29
[2] http://www.healthnz.co.nz/RuyanCartridgeReport30-Oct-08.pdf
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: andrew@dapsen.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:30:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrew Young
Organization: Individual
E-mail: andrew@dapsen.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
I am a vaporizer user, and I disagree with the assertion that these electronics should be classified as
tobacco products.  There is absolutely no physical relationship between electronic cigarattes and
tobacco.  The juice in these devices are either propylene glycol (PG), vegetable glycerine (VG), or a
blend of the above.  The nicotine contained in the juice is generally synthetic and is not derived from
tobacco leaves, although it is able to be created from many clever mixtures and flavors. 

Please do not levy an unfair taxation on these creative and cutting-edge products.  They have helped
me personally quit smoking and I happily use mine each day, completely free of all the side effects of
tobacco I used to have as a daily smoker.  I can assure you these are NOT the same as cigarettes and
only share a common general physical shape.  Vapor is not the same thing as smoke, no more than the
steam that comes out of your teapot could be confused for cigarette smoke.

I urge you to please do your medical and economic investigation into these devices first before creating
unfair laws that will restrict their use, negatively skew the public opinion, and cause many people to
miss out on the opportunity to trade in their normal smoking habits for a much safer 'vaping' habit.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Andrew Young 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:andrew@dapsen.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: andrey.rudnitsky@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:45:18 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Andrey Rudnitsky
Organization: Individual
E-mail: andrey.rudnitsky@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
The tax on electronic cigarette components is unfair and unjust. If this bill is passed, I will refrain from
visiting Hawaii. I am a business man and will not go out of my way to vacation in a state that is this
anti-capitalistic.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:andrey.rudnitsky@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Katetof419@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:12:59 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Angie Campbell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Katetof419@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
If the taxation of cigarettes and other tobacco have increased taxes to deter people from smoking and
potentially shortening their life, I do not believe it is reasonable to tax a safer smoking alternative,
which if used properly could help an individual quit smoking, at the same rate as standard tobacco
products. The raised tax would deter people from trying the safer alternative, and one day kick their
habit.

Thank you
Angie Campbell

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: amgold1@suddenlink.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:00:04 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Anita Fields-Gold, Ph.D., RN
Organization: Individual
E-mail: amgold1@suddenlink.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
As a long time smoker, I began purchasing ecigarettes from a company in your state two years ago and
found that I could reduce my habit by more than 70%. Please  be aware that we of the ecigarette
smoking community do not believe that  ecigarettes are a tobacco product. Further, if the Legislature is 
visionary they will note that many people are able to stop smoking on an ecigarette regime which in
turn reduces health care costs (reduces Medicaid and Medicare costs for smokers), reduces air pollution
from second-hand smoke, and reduces litter as the ecigarette has no butt to drop on the ground. The
cost of ecigarettes is comparable to a carton of cigarettes here in my state and the addition of the
proposed tax would bring the cost of ecigarettes much higher than my brand of smokes. Thus, I would
have to forgo ecigarettes since as a retiree, I am on a fixed income. Further, if the Legislature passes
this bill, it will affect my decision to ever visit Hawaii again given that the state legislature is more
concerned over getting money into their coffers than promoting a product which does reduce and/or
promote stoppage of cigarette smoking. This bill is very short sighted and seems to want to promote
tobacco smoking over saving money on health care costs, clean air and litter abatement. I have no
problem restricting this product from minors but I do believe that long time smokers should have a
reasonably cost alternative at hand. Placing a 70% tax is NOT REASONABLE.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:amgold1@suddenlink.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: annebareng@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:17:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Anne Bareng
Organization: Individual
E-mail: annebareng@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ashibal@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:53:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Anthony Acebo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ashibal@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ashibal@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: faithless17@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:37:58 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Anthony Casazza
Organization: volcano e cigs
E-mail: faithless17@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This would create unfair business situations and destroy small businesses that hire working class
people.  Stop helping the rich and hurting the poor you god damn greedy bastards.  Also, you're a dirty
fucking jew.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:faithless17@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joeyvanson2004@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:59:33 PM
Attachments: Electronic_Smoking_Ban_Letter.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Anthony J. Van Son III
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joeyvanson2004@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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A. Joey Van Son III							31 January 2012

4006 Ross Ave.

San Jose, CA 95124



Subject: Testimony to delete bill SB2819



To whom it may concern,



I am asking that you delete the following proposed bill SB2819.

I started using tobacco products since the age of 18 in the form of cigarettes and cigars at the rate of a pack a day. I am now 34 years old and am addicted to tobacco products. I have consumed more than 5800 packs of cigarettes totaling almost 600,000 individual cigarettes since I began smoking 16 years ago. I do not have an account for how many cigars I have consumed since I began smoking. I have tried quitting this addiction 7 times in the past 10 years. I have tried the Zyban (Welbutrin) pills, Chantix pills, Nicotine patches and nicotine gum. All of these methods were paired each time with a smoking cessation program offered through my medical provider or employer. To date neither has worked in my individual case in stopping me from smoking for more than 30-60 days at a time. The fact is that though they have been proven to work for others, they do not work for me as an individual who enjoys the actual act of smoking. None of these cessation methods have addressed behavioral components of cigarette addiction. 

Recently I found a safer alternative to my smoking addiction in the form of an electronic cigarette. The very first day I used the electronic cigarette I noticed it replaced more than one half of my consumption of cigarettes and by the end of the first week I was consuming only 3 traditional cigarettes a day down from 20+. At the end of two weeks using the electronic cigarette in conjunction with traditional cigarettes I made a conscious decision to cut out tobacco cigarettes altogether. My last cigarette was consumed on the 26th of October 2011. To date, more than 3 months later I have no desire to smoke. The electronic cigarette is a great alternative to combat my addiction to smoking, my nicotine cravings, and my behavioral comfort needs by the act of smoking itself. I do not find myself battling internal cravings for a traditional cigarette versus the electronic cigarette alternative. 

Since my transition to the electronic cigarette, I have a greater sense of smell and taste. I experience virtually no shortness of breath as opposed to when I was smoking. My loved ones around me no longer complain of foul odors or the effects they encountered due to second hand smoke.

Using the electronic cigarette has been a blessing in our family’s life. I honestly think I will never use another tobacco product in my lifetime so long as this alternative is available to me as a adult. I have encountered no ill side effects while using this device. Of those I associate with who are too using the electronic cigarette, none have mentioned any side effects and are experiencing the same results I have.

I am under the impression that smoking bans are enacted to protect the public from the harm of second-hand smoke, but electronic cigarettes have not been shown to cause harm to bystanders. 

· In fact, all evidence to date shows that the low health risks associated with electronic cigarettes is comparable to other smokeless nicotine products. 

· This is supported by research done by Dr. Siegel of Boston University, Dr. Eissenberg of Virginia Commonwealth and Dr. Laugesen of Health New Zealand and by the fact that the FDA testing, in spite of its press statement, failed to find harmful levels of carcinogens or toxic levels of any chemical in the vapor. See references listed below.

All research I have found to date indicates vapor does not behave in the same manner as smoke. 

· There is no "side stream" vapor like the side stream smoke coming from the lit end of a cigarette and unlike cigarette smoke, 

· The vapor is virtually odorless and dissipates quickly. 

· Fire alarms do not sound due to exhaled vapor. 

· There is also no ash or litter. 

· With so little evidence of use, enforcing indoor use bans on electronic cigarettes would be nearly impossible.

In my opinion, the ability to use electronic cigarettes in public spaces will actually improve public health by inspiring other smokers to switch.

· Surveys of thousands of users indicate that the majority of those who switch very quickly completely replace tobacco cigarettes with the electronic cigarettes, reducing their health risks by 98-99%. 

· So even if smokers think they are using electronic cigarettes just for indoor use, the chances are high that they will stop using tobacco cigarettes altogether

I am certain that by switching to a smokeless product, I have greatly reduced my health risks and if you truly deem second-hand smoke to be a danger, placing me back out in smoking areas simply puts me back in harm's way.

Because of Volcano's ecig products, I have been smoke free for over three months. My doctor is very happy about my switch and encourages me to stay away from traditional tobacco products.

If the HI taxes are raised, the only result will be to drive an excellent business out of state, as neither they, nor their customers can shoulder a 70% tax rate. No one in the ecig community supports underage use, and using the underage ban as justification for the tax is a transparent ploy, "think of the children" is overused to add moral validity to legislation that otherwise makes no sense.

This bill stinks of big tobacco lobby money at work.



Kindest regards,

An ex-smoker for the rest of my life - thanks to the electronic cigarette option,









Anthony J. Van Son III



References:



1. Boston University Study: Electronic cigarettes as a harm reduction
strategy for tobacco control: Conclusion: The evidence reviewed in this article suggests that electronic cigarettes are a much safer alternative to tobacco cigarettes. They are likely to improve upon the efficacy of traditional pharmacotherapy for smoking cessation. - http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/centers-institutes/population-development/files/article.jphp.pdf

2. The Consumer Advocates For Smoke-Free Alternative Association (CASAA): CASAA is a non-profit organization that works to ensure the availability of reduced harm alternatives to smoking and to provide smokers and non-smokers alike with truthful information about such alternatives. - http://www.casaa.org/resources/











 

 

A. Joey Van Son III       31 January 2012 
4006 Ross Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95124 
 
Subject: Testimony to delete bill SB2819 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 

I am asking that you delete the following proposed bill SB2819. 

I started using tobacco products since the age of 18 in the form of cigarettes and cigars at the 
rate of a pack a day. I am now 34 years old and am addicted to tobacco products. I have 
consumed more than 5800 packs of cigarettes totaling almost 600,000 individual cigarettes since 
I began smoking 16 years ago. I do not have an account for how many cigars I have consumed 
since I began smoking. I have tried quitting this addiction 7 times in the past 10 years. I have tried 
the Zyban (Welbutrin) pills, Chantix pills, Nicotine patches and nicotine gum. All of these methods 
were paired each time with a smoking cessation program offered through my medical provider or 
employer. To date neither has worked in my individual case in stopping me from smoking for 
more than 30-60 days at a time. The fact is that though they have been proven to work for others, 
they do not work for me as an individual who enjoys the actual act of smoking. None of these 
cessation methods have addressed behavioral components of cigarette addiction.  

Recently I found a safer alternative to my smoking addiction in the form of an electronic cigarette. 
The very first day I used the electronic cigarette I noticed it replaced more than one half of my 
consumption of cigarettes and by the end of the first week I was consuming only 3 traditional 
cigarettes a day down from 20+. At the end of two weeks using the electronic cigarette in 
conjunction with traditional cigarettes I made a conscious decision to cut out tobacco cigarettes 
altogether. My last cigarette was consumed on the 26

th
 of October 2011. To date, more than 3 

months later I have no desire to smoke. The electronic cigarette is a great alternative to combat 
my addiction to smoking, my nicotine cravings, and my behavioral comfort needs by the act of 
smoking itself. I do not find myself battling internal cravings for a traditional cigarette versus the 
electronic cigarette alternative.  

Since my transition to the electronic cigarette, I have a greater sense of smell and taste. I 
experience virtually no shortness of breath as opposed to when I was smoking. My loved ones 
around me no longer complain of foul odors or the effects they encountered due to second hand 
smoke. 

Using the electronic cigarette has been a blessing in our family’s life. I honestly think I will never 
use another tobacco product in my lifetime so long as this alternative is available to me as a 
adult. I have encountered no ill side effects while using this device. Of those I associate with who 
are too using the electronic cigarette, none have mentioned any side effects and are experiencing 
the same results I have. 

I am under the impression that smoking bans are enacted to protect the public from the harm of 
second-hand smoke, but electronic cigarettes have not been shown to cause harm to bystanders.  

• In fact, all evidence to date shows that the low health risks associated with electronic 
cigarettes is comparable to other smokeless nicotine products.  

• This is supported by research done by Dr. Siegel of Boston University, Dr. Eissenberg of 
Virginia Commonwealth and Dr. Laugesen of Health New Zealand and by the fact that 
the FDA testing, in spite of its press statement, failed to find harmful levels of carcinogens 
or toxic levels of any chemical in the vapor. See references listed below. 



 

 

All research I have found to date indicates vapor does not behave in the same manner as smoke.  

• There is no "side stream" vapor like the side stream smoke coming from the lit end of a 
cigarette and unlike cigarette smoke,  

• The vapor is virtually odorless and dissipates quickly.  

• Fire alarms do not sound due to exhaled vapor.  

• There is also no ash or litter.  

• With so little evidence of use, enforcing indoor use bans on electronic cigarettes would be 
nearly impossible. 

In my opinion, the ability to use electronic cigarettes in public spaces will actually improve public 
health by inspiring other smokers to switch. 

• Surveys of thousands of users indicate that the majority of those who switch very quickly 
completely replace tobacco cigarettes with the electronic cigarettes, reducing their health 
risks by 98-99%.  

• So even if smokers think they are using electronic cigarettes just for indoor use, the 
chances are high that they will stop using tobacco cigarettes altogether 

I am certain that by switching to a smokeless product, I have greatly reduced my health risks and 
if you truly deem second-hand smoke to be a danger, placing me back out in smoking areas 
simply puts me back in harm's way. 

Because of Volcano's ecig products, I have been smoke free for over three months. My doctor is 
very happy about my switch and encourages me to stay away from traditional tobacco products. 
 
If the HI taxes are raised, the only result will be to drive an excellent business out of state, as 
neither they, nor their customers can shoulder a 70% tax rate. No one in the ecig community 
supports underage use, and using the underage ban as justification for the tax is a transparent 
ploy, "think of the children" is overused to add moral validity to legislation that otherwise makes 
no sense. 
 
This bill stinks of big tobacco lobby money at work. 
 

Kindest regards, 
An ex-smoker for the rest of my life - thanks to the electronic cigarette option, 
 
 
 
 
Anthony J. Van Son III 

 
References: 
 

1. Boston University Study: Electronic cigarettes as a harm reduction 
strategy for tobacco control: Conclusion: The evidence reviewed in this article suggests 
that electronic cigarettes are a much safer alternative to tobacco cigarettes. They are 
likely to improve upon the efficacy of traditional pharmacotherapy for smoking cessation. 
- http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/centers-institutes/population-
development/files/article.jphp.pdf 

2. The Consumer Advocates For Smoke-Free Alternative Association (CASAA): CASAA is 
a non-profit organization that works to ensure the availability of reduced harm alternatives 
to smoking and to provide smokers and non-smokers alike with truthful information about 
such alternatives. - http://www.casaa.org/resources/ 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: carnevaleaj@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:50:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: anthony
Organization: Individual
E-mail: carnevaleaj@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: t_degidio@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:42:46 AM
Attachments: Oppose SB2819.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Antonio Degidio
Organization: Individual
E-mail: t_degidio@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:t_degidio@hotmail.com

Dear WAM,	

	Electronic cigarettes have helped myself, and many people around me quit smoking.  One of the biggest selling points of the electronic cigarette over other cessation methods (gum, patches, etc) is the fact that it's cheaper in the long run than continuing to smoke.  Never mind the health benefits of cutting out the 1000+ chemicals in your average cigarette, never mind removing the dangers of second hand smoke from the equation, they are cheaper.  Electronic cigarettes should be sold as a cessation product, not a tobacco product, and therefore, should be taxed as such.  The sale of electronic cigarettes should be prohibited to minors, however, taxing the industry will hurt the national effort to quit smoking.  This isn't how we deal with financial crisis.  A stressed out America, is a smoking America.



Sincerely,

Antonio Degidio



Dear WAM,  

 Electronic cigarettes have helped myself, and many people around me quit smoking.  One of the 
biggest selling points of the electronic cigarette over other cessation methods (gum, patches, etc) is the 
fact that it's cheaper in the long run than continuing to smoke.  Never mind the health benefits of 
cutting out the 1000+ chemicals in your average cigarette, never mind removing the dangers of second 
hand smoke from the equation, they are cheaper.  Electronic cigarettes should be sold as a cessation 
product, not a tobacco product, and therefore, should be taxed as such.  The sale of electronic cigarettes 
should be prohibited to minors, however, taxing the industry will hurt the national effort to quit 
smoking.  This isn't how we deal with financial crisis.  A stressed out America, is a smoking America. 

 

Sincerely, 

Antonio Degidio 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: arthur.koja@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:43:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: arthur koja
Organization: Individual
E-mail: arthur.koja@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!
That is why I switched from reg cigarettes. I am feeling a lot healthier.

Please do not hinder peoples chances of a healthier choice at significant cost savings, particularly during
this economic time we live in.

Mahalo!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wickedbusa@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:25:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Arvin Pasion
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wickedbusa@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
SB2819 is unfair to those of us who use/used electronic cigarettes to quit smoking. While I agree with
the prohibition of sales to minors, the 70% proposed tax would do nothing more than cause my
electronic cigarette supplier in Hawaii to close down and ultimately result in my leading back to smoking
true tobacco products.

Electronic cigarettes are NOT tobacco products and thus should not be classified as being tobacco.
Electronic cigarettes are nothing more than nicotine inhalers with zero carcinogens. Nicotine as a drug is
no different than caffeine.

Please reconsider passing this bill as it appears to be ill conceived by people who are uneducated about
electronic cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: PelletAR@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:46:02 PM
Attachments: Hawaii bill.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ashlee Pelletier
Organization: Individual
E-mail: PelletAR@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:PelletAR@gmail.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe that bill SB2819 is outrageous. I had been a smoker for 10 years (starting when I was 12) at about a pack a day. I tried many times to quit. I NEVER succeeded, until I found e-cigarettes. I've been vaping for almost 2 years now. Cancer is very common in my family and I would prefer to not give my body any more means to get it. Whenever I would try to quit, I would get severe panic attacks and any medication to help those had WAY too many side effects (as do most quit smoking devices) Ecigs have given me NO problems since I started. I used to get sick EVERY winter….every single one. And it would last all winter. The past two winters I haven't gotten since once. (Besides the minor sniffles) The best company I have found (and now the only one I buy from) is located in HI. I had made plans to visit this location as I have made friends with many people there. I'm an employee of the USPS and make quite a bit of money, and planned on spending quite a bit of that IN HI but I can assure you that if this bill passes I will NOT be going to. Putting a tax on ecigs (and not just nic…batteries? Cases???) is sad in and of itself, but 70%? That will raise the prices to MORE than smoking, which is WORSE than e-cigarettes. The logic behind this is beyond me. You don't want people to be healthy? If this were to happen, I would no longer be able to order from this place (as they would surely go out of business…costing MANY jobs…which in this economy is just horrid) and would then probably go back to smoking…which I really don't want to do since I know it would ultimately kill me, though I'm not strong enough on my own to go without. I just fail to see the logic in this…I really do. Money? You don't have enough therefor you must outrageously tax people just trying to save lives?? 



I believe that bill SB2819 is outrageous. I had been a smoker for 10 years (starting when I was 12) at 
about a pack a day. I tried many times to quit. I NEVER succeeded, until I found e-cigarettes. I've been 
vaping for almost 2 years now. Cancer is very common in my family and I would prefer to not give my 
body any more means to get it. Whenever I would try to quit, I would get severe panic attacks and any 
medication to help those had WAY too many side effects (as do most quit smoking devices) Ecigs have 
given me NO problems since I started. I used to get sick EVERY winter….every single one. And it would 
last all winter. The past two winters I haven't gotten since once. (Besides the minor sniffles) The best 
company I have found (and now the only one I buy from) is located in HI. I had made plans to visit this 
location as I have made friends with many people there. I'm an employee of the USPS and make quite a 
bit of money, and planned on spending quite a bit of that IN HI but I can assure you that if this bill passes 
I will NOT be going to. Putting a tax on ecigs (and not just nic…batteries? Cases???) is sad in and of itself, 
but 70%? That will raise the prices to MORE than smoking, which is WORSE than e-cigarettes. The logic 
behind this is beyond me. You don't want people to be healthy? If this were to happen, I would no 
longer be able to order from this place (as they would surely go out of business…costing MANY 
jobs…which in this economy is just horrid) and would then probably go back to smoking…which I really 
don't want to do since I know it would ultimately kill me, though I'm not strong enough on my own to go 
without. I just fail to see the logic in this…I really do. Money? You don't have enough therefor you must 
outrageously tax people just trying to save lives??  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Asleysmith55@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:48:06 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ashley smith
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Asleysmith55@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I think that this product should not be sold to minors... But I don't believe it's in the same category as
tobacco at all... There should be no tax on it. This product is  an amazing alternative to smoking. Why
make it harder for people to quit???  I am going to have an easier time quitting this instead of a
cigarette.  Leave volcano Ecigg alone!!! Let them continue to change lives... They have changed mine
any many many others....

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Ashley.waterstradt@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:04:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ashley Waterstradt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Ashley.waterstradt@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: prizedstud@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:25:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ashley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: prizedstud@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:prizedstud@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ashliemayomahoe@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 2:09:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ashlie
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ashliemayomahoe@live.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
i oppose this because my mother would go back to smoking tobacco cigarettes since this bill would
cause local vendors to close.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ashraf200196732@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:07:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ashraf
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ashraf200196732@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ashraf200196732@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fabmom75@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 3:24:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Auretta
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fabmom75@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:fabmom75@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bambig574@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:41:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: barbahra gonzales
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bambig574@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ninja.doll@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:59:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Barbara Saito
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ninja.doll@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
For the first time in 38 years there is a system that is helping me quit smoking.  The cost is reasonable
and the system certainly promotes a healthier lifestyle for me and those around me.  Taxing a terrific
alternative to cigarettes merely strikes me as trading tobacco tax for another kind of tax because many
of us find electronic cigarettes a viable gateway to a smoke-free environment.  You wouldn't tax clean
air.  I do not support any effort to tax a system that could do so much to improve the health of Hawaii
residents.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:ninja.doll@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bmlkfan@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:54:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bassam Al-Sahan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bmlkfan@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I guess by going forward with this request, the government is advocating that smokers should keep
smoking the unhealthy tobacco.  E-Cigs should not be tagged as one of the tobacco product.  I am
sending this testimony from Saudi Arabia, where i have quit inhaling tobacco that contains tar, CO1, and
other dangerous constituencies with vapor, that is far away from being as harmful as the traditional
tobacco.  I really resent this request of adding taxation on the E-Cigs.  It only reflects how capitalism is
based on money making rather than health.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bmlkfan@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cbrbikerboy600@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:49:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ben Libby
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cbrbikerboy600@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cbrbikerboy600@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lucke808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 9:02:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ben
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lucke808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lucke808@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bpuccett@my.hpu.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:54:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Benjamin Puccetti
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bpuccett@my.hpu.edu
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I smoked for 8 years before I found vapor. My health has improved dramatically and I now have greater
lung capacity. It's more affordable and doesn't smell bad. I love E-cigs and am appaled that they are
being regulated.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bavisser1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:37:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Benjamin Visser
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bavisser1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
TO WHOM IT CONCERNS: &#160;My name is Ben Visser and I live in the State of Georgia. &#160;My
wife and I discovered electronic cigarettes 2 years ago so we decided to try them. &#160;The vendor
we use is in Hawaii so we've already been paying taxes to your state for 2 years, therefore I feel
entitled to voice my concerns regarding the proposed legislation. &#160;After using electronic cigarettes
for 1 week my sense of taste and smell returned to that of my days before becoming a tobacco smoker.
&#160;As a matter of fact, upon tasting a strawberry, it was like my first time tasting one. &#160;Also
the congestion in my chest and sinuses that I had become so used to as a smoker disappeared
altogether within a few weeks. &#160;Without the tar of cigarettes, nicotine raises blood pressure only
was much as caffeine does, according to my family Dr. Patsy Mitchell of the Southeast Georgia Health
System. &#160;Although nicotine is addictive, it is NOT mind altering as other drugs and I think most
adults are equipped to choose whether or not they use it. &#160;Taxing electronic cigarettes at a rate
of 70% could only be a method to eradicate it from the market. &#160;In any case no reasonable
person who has studied or used electronic cigarettes could honestly say that they are a tobacco product.
&#160;Does the State of Hawaii consider nicotine patches or inhalers to be tobacco products as well?
&#160;For taxation purposes? &#160;If so, then your state is engaged in the exploitation of the victims
of addiction and you should all be ashamed. &#160;In summary, unless you prefer that Americans
purchase their electronic cigarettes from Chinese vendors without quality controls, environmental
protections, or concern for the safety of their workers, then DO NOT PASS THIS LEGISLATION INTO
LAW. &#160;Electronic cigarettes are also currently cheaper than ttobacco cigarettes, so unless you
would rather have people go back to tobacco cigarettes and the health problems associates with them,
then DO NOT PASS THIS LEGISLATION INTO LAW. &#160;Unless you want to eradicate a new 21st
century, vibrant American industry during these very difficult economic times, then DO NOT PASS THIS
LEGISLATION INTO LAW. &#160;Thank you very much for your time and consideration regarding the
testimony of this Georgia resident who is happy to be tobacco free for 2 years because of a Hawaiin
electronic cigarette vendor. &#160;PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOUR DECISIONS AFFECT MANY MORE
PEOPLE THAN JUST THOSE OF YOUR STATE. &#160;MAHALO!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:bavisser1@gmail.com


From the desk of  
Bennett Chan 

1247 Kailua Rd. Ste. F-1 
Kailua, HI  96734-4364 

 
 
 
 
 
January 30, 2012 
 
 
RE:  Senate Bill SB2819 and House Bill HB2557 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am opposed to Senate Bill SB2819 and House Bill HB2557 because electronic 
cigarettes do not contain tobacco and therefore cannot be considered tobacco products. 
 
I have found electronic cigarettes an effective replacement for tobacco-type cigarettes in 
my effort to cut down on tobacco use.  As we all know, tobacco use is harmful to 
everyone including the user and anyone exposed to second-hand smoke.  The electronic 
cigarette contains no smoke and therefore no second-hand smoke. 
 
I strongly urge you to reject Senate Bill SB2819 and House Bill HB2557. 
 
Mahalo for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: FIRSTHAG@MSN.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:40:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: BERNAL HAGMOC
Organization: Individual
E-mail: FIRSTHAG@MSN.COM
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:FIRSTHAG@MSN.COM


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Bernard.vargas187@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 3:03:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: bernardo Vargas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Bernard.vargas187@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
don't pass this bill its retarded.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Bernard.vargas187@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bernd.reuter@rynoenterprises.us
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:27:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bernd Reuter
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bernd.reuter@rynoenterprises.us
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The electronic cigarette is the single best product to help people quit using tobacco / smoking. I have
tried many times before with many different means, but none have worked. I finally quite smoking
beginning of 2012 by using e-cigs. They don't contain tobacco of any kind and should not be treated as
such. Taxing e-cigs like tobacco products would make them very expensive and put them out of reach
for many people trying to quit. Since e-cigs may contain nicotine, if so desired, they should not be
available to minors. I say NO to SB2819 in its present form. Help us smokers to a working alternative
for a reasonable dollar amount.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bernd.reuter@rynoenterprises.us


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bigdonfresh@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:28:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Big Don
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bigdonfresh@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bigdonfresh@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bill.gunkel@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:26:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bill Gunkel
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bill.gunkel@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
This is a single bill that addresses two separate issues which should remain separate.  This product is
not tobacco, and should not be considered as such any more than Asprin is a drug and should be
considered a controlled substance.  The sale of this product is already being liberally taxed under state
sales tax.  If state legislation feels they do not receive enough funding from the sale of this product they
should draft a bill addressing that alone.  However, a single ingredient sold with this product does
warrant the control of the sale to minor children.  I propose you separate these two important concerns
and draft individual bills.  The concern is legit, however a hammer is not the tool to be used here - try
using a screwdriver for better public support.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bill.gunkel@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bharris1960@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:18:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bill Harris
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bharris1960@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bharris1960@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: billy_fitzgerald18@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:52:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: billy fitzgerald
Organization: Individual
E-mail: billy_fitzgerald18@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:billy_fitzgerald18@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tomimatsB001@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:14:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Blake Tomimatsu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tomimatsB001@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I like the Ecig. because I don't smoke tobacco cigs anymore. I feel better and I save more money.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tomimatsB001@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: proax9@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 9:45:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bob Brown
Organization: Individual
E-mail: proax9@verizon.net
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
A 70% tax.....really.
Why? You'd rather have people go back to smoking a proven killer that effects not only themselves but
also the people around them.
- would destroy existing e-cigarette companies in HI, and prevent future e-cig businesses in HI in the
future.

- would prompt most/all e-cigarette consumers in HI (now and in the future) to purchase e-cigarette
products online or by mail order from out-of-state,

- won't be economically feasable for HI Rev Dept to collect taxes from out-of-state online and mail
order purchases, and legislation could cost the HI Revenue Dept more trying to collect taxes owed than
the resulting revenue would generate.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:proax9@verizon.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bslvrnl@gmail.co
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:53:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bobbie Silvernail
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bslvrnl@gmail.co
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Ecigarettes are not tobacco, they are not smoked and should not be treated or Taxed as such.  If you lit
a ecigarette it would not burn it would melt, and I have yet to see anyone throw it on the ground or out
their window.  You have backed smokers into a corner with laws taxes and restrictions, we gave in and
now you want the tax dollar you are missing.  We have been lied to punished and demoralized, so now
that their is a lesser evil you want to punish us for that as well?  I have been.buying my supplies from a
Hawaii based company but will.stop doing that if it is taxed like tobacco.  I will also mention that
ecigarettes have been the only method of smoking cessation that has worked for me, I will also mention
it has been the only nicotine cessation method that has worked for me. I started with high nicotine
levels and decreased it to 0mg nicotine and have sustained non smoking status for 19 months.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bslvrnl@gmail.co


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: prometheus1961@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:54:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bobby Baker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: prometheus1961@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Taxing these devices, and therefore raising the cost, will remove one incentive that currently exists to
get people to quit smoking cigarettes.  It has been proven that tar causes lung cancer, and while
cigarettes contain tar, these devices do not.  By taxing these devices, you will be encouraging people to
continue to smoke cigarettes, rather than making the change to these relatively safer products based on
the lesser cost compared to cigarettes.  I can agree with not selling these devices to minors, but not
when that legislation is attached to taxes that are detrimental to the effort to reduce cigarette smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:prometheus1961@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bonniea15@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:39:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bonnie Andrian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bonniea15@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Without my e-Cig I never would have quit smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bonniea15@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bonnie1313@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:34:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bonnie Sullivan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bonnie1313@msn.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Talk about an unfair tax! Just call it the &quot;Maybe, Could Be,  Somewhat related Tax.&quot; The
effect it would have on individuals would be deadly, back to real tabacco. Oh, I forgot, there is no
difference! It would also put a wonderful company out of business. I would hope they would come to
the mainland and continue. What a sad statement that would say about Hawaii. The state government
there must have a lot in common with the federal government or maybe California. Enough said!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bonnie1313@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wakwashbosha@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:24:06 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bosha Green
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wakwashbosha@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
If you pass this as is, you will force a good business out of the state of Hawaii. Minors should not be
allowed to purchase their products, everyone agrees on that, but if you tax them as tobacco products
WHICH IT IS NOT, you will either kill the business or force them out-of-state. Neither will benefit the
State of Hawaii so I respectfully request you vote down this measure.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:wakwashbosha@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kuaialii001@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:56:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bowman K. Jeremiah
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kuaialii001@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kuaialii001@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bradlybaker@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:10:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brad Baker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bradlybaker@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bradlybaker@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Potterb33@optimum.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:57:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brad Potter
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Potterb33@optimum.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Potterb33@optimum.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bblood@psomas.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:51:32 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: brad
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bblood@psomas.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am opposed this bill. My wife and I have fianlly quit smoking after many years of trying. e-cigs have
us off cigarettes. We could not have quit without them. We had tried gum, inhalers, lozanges and
medications. Nothing helped until we found e-cigs. We are now happily non-smokers and support e-cigs.
We are against minors and nicotine and tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bblood@psomas.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: stratthatup@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:55:25 PM
Attachments: E CIG.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bradley Haskins
Organization: Individual
E-mail: stratthatup@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:stratthatup@yahoo.com

I have been a smoker since the age of of 16.  I strongly support a bill that keeps minors from buying any nicotine products.  I on the other hand think that it is wrong to tax e cigs and/or products pertaining to them, and classify them with tobacco products.  I purchased an e cig from volcanoe cigs about 1 month ago.  I have not had a real cigarette since then.  I can breath better, I feel better, and I would think that our state governments would support a more healthy America, not shoot it down with unfair taxes.  For the first time in my life I can say I am smoke free.  If there is anyone out there that has ears to hear,  please oppose this bill.  This technology is far from a tobacco product.  I know tobacco products and all the nastiness that comes with them.  Tax them more please!!  But let a good thing be a good thing and support a healthier alternative.  Go against those that sell nicotine products to minors I support you 100%.  But let a good thing be a good thing,  and support healthier alternatives.  Thanks a lot,

[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                                Brad



I have been a smoker since the age of of 16.  I strongly support a bill 
that keeps minors from buying any nicotine products.  I on the other 
hand think that it is wrong to tax e cigs and/or products pertaining to 
them, and classify them with tobacco products.  I purchased an e cig 
from volcanoe cigs about 1 month ago.  I have not had a real cigarette 
since then.  I can breath better, I feel better, and I would think that our 
state governments would support a more healthy America, not shoot it 
down with unfair taxes.  For the first time in my life I can say I am 
smoke free.  If there is anyone out there that has ears to hear,  please 
oppose this bill.  This technology is far from a tobacco product.  I know 
tobacco products and all the nastiness that comes with them.  Tax them 
more please!!  But let a good thing be a good thing and support a 
healthier alternative.  Go against those that sell nicotine products to 
minors I support you 100%.  But let a good thing be a good thing,  and 
support healthier alternatives.  Thanks a lot, 

                                                                                Brad 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bdphotog@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:44:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: brandon dugan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bdphotog@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
i have been smoking cigs since i was 14. ever since i started smoking volcano i have stopped smoking
for the last 3 months. please don't pass the bill i really needed help breaking this habit.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kamb00@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:48:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: brandon kam
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kamb00@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:kamb00@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: brandonkatano@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:53:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brandon Katano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: brandonkatano@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: SUNGSKIM75@HOTMAIL.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 8:08:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: BRANDON KIM
Organization: Individual
E-mail: SUNGSKIM75@HOTMAIL.COM
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Brandyzito@optonline.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 2:37:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brandy Zito
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Brandyzito@optonline.net
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
i thought the reason cigarettes were taxed so heavily is because the gov wants to encourage us to quit
smoking. I do not agree with taxing ecigs more than they already are. i finally quit smoking cigarettes
because of the ecig. Are you going to tax the nicotine gum and patch too?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bkrc08@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:44:31 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brenda Walker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bkrc08@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Here is another example of government and tobbaco industry trying to get more dollars by taxing.  It
has also been brought to my attention that other states are trying to ban the ecig because it is a
deterent for those that are trying to quit smoking.  Give me a break I believe that is brought on by the
tabacco industry and government because of the small reduction of their trillion dollar profits are being
affected.  I think the government is playing both sides of the fence.  &quot;Quit smoking for your health
and others around you but don't use other methods of tobacco i.e. ecig that are not as harmful to your
health and others around you&quot;.  They need to stop infringing on My Rights and My Choices.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Bpugh24@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:48:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brendan Pugh
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Bpugh24@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

I am writing this evening to oppose the proposed bill. I fear that any good intentions of this measure
would be significantly overcome by endangering the freedom of adults to have an alternative to tobacco
products. That is particularly true for a non-tobacco alternative made in the United States. It seems to
me that this bill would go much farther in protecting tobacco company interests than simply preventing
minors from using nicotine. Why are taxation and a minimum user age linked together? How does
imposing a tax protect minors. If anything, imposing such a punitive tax will push minors to buy tobacco
products rather than an electronic cigarette because of the cost.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: trepe_2000@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:39:53 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brent Michael Swift Ryan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: trepe_2000@msn.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes are void of any tobacco.  Classifying them as a tobacco product is morally and
ethically wrong.  I have used electronic cigarettes for half a year now and my body reacts completely
differently to it than tobacco products.

Hawaii should adopt a taxation model similar to the &quot;fair tax act&quot; in the federal legislature. 
Trying to lie, cheat, and steal just to get revenue from new technology is immoral and unethical.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: buddabrent20@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:12:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: brenton haynes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: buddabrent20@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: brettc198@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:27:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brett Clark
Organization: Individual
E-mail: brettc198@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please don't do this it already cost us so much . This is the only way I have been able to get away from
tobacco . I know everyone is looking for tax dollars. Please give us ex smokers a break. I feel so much
better with this product. Thank you for your time.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:brettc198@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: brettcoppolo@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:51:57 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brett Coppolo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: brettcoppolo@msn.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
If this is passed, I will refuse to visit Hawaii in the future and will refer my money elsewhere. I highly
believe that passing this with electronic cigarettes involved in the bill will cause some of the major
income that comes into Hawaii to cease as customers like myself will not be willing to pay the extra
70% tax which is rediculous to begin with. Your proposal to tax every item in which is involved with
electronic cigarettes is uncalled for. Do you put a 70% tax on lighters for smoking regular cigarettes. Not
to mention that electronic cigarettes aren't classified as smoking, but rather an alternative means. You
should really consider what you will be doing if this bill is passed.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:brettcoppolo@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: brettkacerek@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:14:27 PM
Attachments: Electronic Cigarettes.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brett Kacerek
Organization: Individual
E-mail: brettkacerek@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:brettkacerek@yahoo.com

Electronic Cigarettes



Hello,



     My name is Brett Kacerek, and I have been using electronic cigarettes for around a year now, and I have not smoked a tobacco cigarette since.  Besides the health benefits from e-cigarettes, their price comparison in relation to traditional cigarettes is a key factor in making the switch from tobacco to e-cigs.  If they are taxed as a tobacco product (which they are not), chances are that less people will make the transition over to this less harmful alternative.  I am supporting the idea that they should not be available to minors, because nicotine is an addictive chemical, but I think that it is wrong to tax electronic cigarettes as tobacco products.



Electronic Cigarettes 

 

Hello, 

 

     My name is Brett Kacerek, and I have been using electronic cigarettes for around a year now, 
and I have not smoked a tobacco cigarette since.  Besides the health benefits from e-cigarettes, 
their price comparison in relation to traditional cigarettes is a key factor in making the switch 
from tobacco to e-cigs.  If they are taxed as a tobacco product (which they are not), chances are 
that less people will make the transition over to this less harmful alternative.  I am supporting 
the idea that they should not be available to minors, because nicotine is an addictive chemical, 
but I think that it is wrong to tax electronic cigarettes as tobacco products. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ksidecruzin@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 1:12:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brian H. Jones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ksidecruzin@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
It's helped me quit smoking today!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: raidershawaii@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:57:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brian Kadooka
Organization: Individual
E-mail: raidershawaii@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:raidershawaii@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fyasko_808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:54:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brian Kawamoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fyasko_808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:fyasko_808@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bkm3732@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:57:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: brian magenis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bkm3732@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bkm3732@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bwatase@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:57:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brian Watase
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bwatase@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bwatase@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bryanmb1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:17:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryan Baker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bryanmb1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I would like to state that classifying portable electronic vaporizers (they are not e-cigs or e-cigarretes,
there is nothing cigarette about them) with tobacco products is like comparing an apple to a
automobile.  There is no comparison.  Applying a 70% tax to them is just thievery at best.  If this is
passed, I will not visit Hawaii and I will encourage everyone I know to stay away and not support a
state that engages in taxation without representation.  Levying a tax on these products will leave people
without the ability to purchase these currently affordable and healthy alternatives to cigarettes.  Big
tobacco of course hates these things.  You see as an opportunity to make money, albeit unfairly and
unjustly.  I have been cigarette free for a month because of my portable vaporizer.  My health is much
better and I look forward to a long life.  I can tell you this, if I had to pay a 70% tax on these units, I
would have not purchased one. 

Wouldn't you like to see a world free of toxic carcinogens from cigarettes?  Imagine how wonderful that
would be!  I urge you to defeat this legislation.  You will surely make up for in volume sales what you
would with an unjust tax. 

Think about it, this is like taxing a toy because it is popular, only bullies do that.

I hope you have a great day, and imagine what good you can do by defeating this .

Thank you for reading and &quot;listening&quot;

Bryan Baker

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bglover14@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:46:39 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryan Glover
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bglover14@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: panther@catlover.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:20:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryan Knight
Organization: Individual
E-mail: panther@catlover.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:panther@catlover.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bryan.moore31@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:42:18 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryan Moore
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bryan.moore31@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
To whom it may concern:

I am not a resident of the great state of Hawaii (however I have spent many fabulous weeks and
thousands of tourist's dollars in your beautiful state as a child). I am only a tourist. I have no right to
tell you what to do with your state's laws and customs, and I write to you only as an observer. SB2819,
which would tax electronic cigs and e-juice is a bad idea. I live in Lakewood, Washington (where
tobacco taxes are near tops in the nation... my 2 pack-a-day habit costed $19.00 a day). I am 34 years
old. I have smoked cigarettes since I was 16 years old... over half my life. I am a lower-middle-class
citizen and I work in the service industry (just as I believe most of your state's lower-middle-class
workers are employed. They may work in restaurants and resorts.... I deliver pizzas).  Over the last 18
years, I have tried, many times, to quit smoking. I tried the patch, it didn't work. I tried Nicorette, it
didn't work. Because of my lack of health care-insurance, I was never able to try the Cantix or other
prescription drug, because I can not afford to go see a doctor. 

4 months ago, I switched to electronic cigs. Since my switch, my lungs feel much healthier. While
delivering pizzas, I can now climb 4+ flights of stairs without becoming winded. I can smell the ocean
from a mile away (yes, I live near the Pacific Ocean too... but our waters aren't as warm or inviting,
unless you are a crab :) ). Within those 4 months, I smoked one cigarette, on my birthday, and the
smell on my hand bothered my for 36 hours! I have saved hundreds of dollars (almost a thousand), and
my savings account is swelling!

But, I am still addicted to nicotine. That hasn't changed. I agree with some parts of SB2819. These
products should NOT be sold to minors; the same way that traditional cigs shouldn't be sold to minors.
No 14-year-old should be exposed to any type of cig (by the way, I smoked the first cigarette in my life
while on vacation at Napili Bay in Maui at age 14) . No one would ever claim that any type of cig is
&quot;healthy.&quot; However, it is undeniable that e-cigs do less damage than conventional cigs.

A 70% tax on e-cigs and e-juices will NOT reduce nicotine consumption. All it will do is to encourage us
addicted to keep smoking regular cigs!

Again, I cannot tell you what to do. I have no power in the great state of Hawaii, I can only offer my
testimonial. I hope that you will accept it for what it is, and I hope that you do not pass SB2819.

Bryan Moore
Lakewood, Washington
USA

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:bryan.moore31@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bryanth@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:36:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryant Higa
Organization:
E-mail: bryanth@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: BNaauao@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:18:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryce Naauao
Organization: Individual
E-mail: BNaauao@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bry2010son@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 2:28:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bryson Pau
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bry2010son@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:bry2010son@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: byronmmc@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:30:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Byron Mosca-Camara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: byronmmc@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: blanco_caesar@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:26:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Caesar M. Blanco
Organization: Individual
E-mail: blanco_caesar@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I do not believe that the bill to tax ecigs is fair! I have been cigarette free for well over six months now
through the use of the ecig; however, a big part of this is the cost! If you all decide to RAISE the tax to
a tobacco tax, I will not continue to purchase my products from Hawaii; I will look else ware! Anyhow,
ecigs are not tobacco,as for not selling to minors, I am okay with that; but to tax something as one
thing when it is not should be illegal! That would be like getting a DUI for driving under the influence of
caffeine! Come on!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chadogata@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:39:56 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chad Ogata
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chadogata@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cenglish211@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:42:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cameron J English
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cenglish211@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Testimony Regarding SB2819
RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES
Tuesday, January 31st, 2012

]I write in opposition to this measure. SB2819  is based on spurious claims about the health risks
associated with e-cigarettes, and should be killed in committee as a result.

Currently, the available scientific evidence unequivocally supports the use of e-cigarettes as a means to
reduce tobacco consumption and related disease and death. The first clinical trial that looked at e-
cigarettes, published in BMC Public Health, concluded that “the e-Cigarette can help smokers to remain
abstinent or reduce their cigarette consumption. By replacing tobacco cigarettes, the e-cigarette can
only save lives. Here we show for the first time that e-Cigarettes can substantially decrease cigarette
consumption without causing significant side effects in smokers not intending to quit.”

The FDA's initial analysis two years ago of 18 e-cig cartridges found that the devices contain far fewer
“tobacco specific nitrosamines and tobacco specific impurities” and “… at very low levels.” To provide a
standard to measure this by, the chemicals found in e-cigs are comparable to those found in approved
smoking cessation products, like nicotine gum and patches.

Furthermore,  the justification for SB2819 attempts to associate the risks of tobacco use with e-
cigarettes, which do not contain tobacco. The justification also claims that e-cigarettes could serve as a
&quot;gateway&quot; to the use of other more dangerous tobacco products, even though the
overwhelming effect of e-cigs has been to reduce tobacco use.

The pending legislation hurts the cause of public health in other ways as well. With smokers incentivized
to stick to traditional cigarettes because of higher e-cigarette prices, everybody else will be forced  to
endure more secondhand smoke, and continue covering the health care costs associated with smoking.
Both are externalities that public health advocates have pointed to for many years in their fight against
the tobacco industry. These spillover effects could be avoided by embracing smoking alternatives like e-
cigarettes. But as it stands, your state is poised to block a simple solution to important health problems
just like cigarette manufacturers did for so long.

Oppose this measure and help promote public health.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cameshakim@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:19:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: camesh Kim
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cameshakim@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: candacedamuth@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 4:18:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Candace Damuth
Organization: Individual
E-mail: candacedamuth@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dido3769@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:19:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: candido manatad iii
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dido3769@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
why tax when you oppose SMOKING?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lbarber@wepfermarine.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:50:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Capt. J. Larry Barber Sr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lbarber@wepfermarine.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I started purchasing electronic cigarettes from Volcano about 8 months ago.  They have been extremely
helpful in my quitting smoking.  I have gone from 2 packs of cigarettes a day to zero.  They are a great
product.  Please do not do anything to make them more expensive or cause the company to go out of
business.
Just leave them alone.  They are doing great job now.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: caren.hofer@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:46:07 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Caren Hofer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: caren.hofer@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I agree with not selling to minors. I do not agree that the government should be taxing the electronic
cigarettes, or be involved in any way.  They try to act like they are concerned with peoples health, but
then try to stop people from finding a more healthy way to smoke. I feel that they are just trying to find
sneaky ways to get more money from the people so that they can waste it like they always do. The
government needs to stay out of our personal life decisions!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: car2959@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:36:25 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Carie Jones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: car2959@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I strongly urge you not to pass this bill. First of all, electric cigarettes and all related products are NOT
tobacco products and should not be taxed as such. What you will do is ensure that people like me will
go back to smoking harmful, cancer-causing cigarettes and I am sure that is not what you would want
to do. The electric cigarette has saved my lungs, my health, and my children's health as well. The best
thing this legislature can do is to make sure that that in fact is the case and then to pat this industry on
the back and leave them alone.

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to voice my concerns.

Sincerely,

Carie Jones
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: TUTUAMORE@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:10:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Carol Sayson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: TUTUAMORE@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: carole.osgood@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:44:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Carole Osgood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: carole.osgood@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I agree with the age limit for purchase of electronic cigarettes, however, taxing them as a tobacco
product is unjustified.  Often, people choose an electronic cigarette to assist them with the difficult
withdrawal from tobacco. To redefine tobacco products is unjust and harms companies upon whom this
newly created 'tax' is imposed. Redefining a non-tobacco product as one for taxation purposes will
create an unfair tax on the purchaser and unfair business loss to honest businesses. (Lost income, lost
customers and jobs.) It seems a rather dishonest endeavor.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Very Sincerely,
Carole Osgood

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jaceyh@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:26:50 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Carrie Herrmann
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jaceyh@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: shockerturbo13@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:21:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Casey Bieniek
Organization: Individual
E-mail: shockerturbo13@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I support the restriction of e-cig sales to minors but strongly oppose classifying the electronic cigarette
as a tobacco product.  I am a resident of Kansas and have spent hundreds of dollars with a Hawaiian
company for my e-cig products. Would you rather that money not be spent in your state due to
increased TAXES?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: difinitive@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:50:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Casey Kimura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: difinitive@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
Stop big government. Start doing what's good for Hawaii and wasting our tax money on things like this.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Cfrankie14@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:11:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cassidy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Cfrankie14@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ladyburg@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:49:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Catherine Richardson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ladyburg@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chatony11@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:31:12 AM
Attachments: SB2819.rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Catherine Salomone
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chatony11@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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01/31/2012



To Whom It May Concern;



It is incorrect to pass a bill that states that electronic cigarettes are a tobacco product, when they are not.  Passing SB2819 would make electronic cigarettes unaffordable for me ad would force me to return to smoking real tobacco again. The bill restricts my constitutional rights to freedom of choice, and my inalieable rights to life, liberty and the persuit of happiness.

I urge you to ban SB2819.

Catherine Salomone

Joseph Salomone

(970) 274-1688









 

 

01/31/2012 
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It is incorrect to pass a bill that states that electronic cigarettes are a tobacco product, when they are 
not.  Passing SB2819 would make electronic cigarettes unaffordable for me ad would force me to 
return to smoking real tobacco again. The bill restricts my constitutional rights to freedom of choice, and 
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Catherine Salomone 
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(970) 274-1688 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cathisquire@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:07:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cathi Squire
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cathisquire@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: neakybird@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:04:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cathy Proctor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: neakybird@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
I am in complete agreement with the proposal to stop the sale of any and all tobacco or tobacco type
products to all minors however, I disagree with the ridiculous tax that would be imposed with this bill.
This amount of tax could send those who have finally found a means of stopping smoking through the
use of e cigarettes back to the hazards and dangers of smoking tobacco as well as driving the suppliers
out of business due to the unbearable amount of tax imposed by this bill. 
Please rethink, and then rewrite, this bill to do the good that was intended and stop the harm that is
surely going to be done by the bill as it stands.
Sincerely,
Cathy Proctor

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: geocatwin@tds.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:13:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cathy Winston
Organization: Individual
E-mail: geocatwin@tds.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I was a smoker for 40 years.  The ecigarette is the only way that I was able to quit.  I am in my 8th
month smoke free.  Please do not throw this in with tobacco products.  It is an alternative to tobacco
and is much better for an individuals health than cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cbenson@queens.org
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:27:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chad Benson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cbenson@queens.org
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
e-cigarettes are the only thing that have successfully gotten me off of tobacco. I am able to avoid over
4,000 harmful chemicals with this product. If taxes are raised so drastically I'll either go back to
smoking or figure out a way to obtain the products without your vampiric tax measure.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chadbravo21@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 8:52:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chad Bravo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chadbravo21@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: c3131j@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:26:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chad Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: c3131j@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I will not purchase electronic cigarettes or anything taxed by the state of  Hawaii when I can purchase
from another state. They are safer than real cigarettes and only emit water vapor. I am opposed to any
taxing of electronic cigarettes.

Chad Johnson
Alaska Resident
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: c.m.shishido@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:46:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chad Shishido
Organization: Individual
E-mail: c.m.shishido@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thechad8082011@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:26:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chad stewart
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thechad8082011@live.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
this has helped me quit smoking for a month it helped change my health

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Charlenea.hi.dr@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:24:02 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charlene
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Charlenea.hi.dr@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I completely oppose this bill.  I have been analog cigarette free for over 4 months after 10 years of
smoking, and I plan to keep it that way.  Electric cigarettes have been nothing but my salvation as well
as my family's, since they have been behind me to quit for a long time. E-cigs a Tobacco product?!
Really?  Has any one done enough research to know that many of the liquids used for this device have
0 nicotine, just fruit and other flavors!! ..I do not mind the banning for minors, but the greediness of
some people by trying to collect taxes on this?? What a way to reward non analog smokers/ past
analog smokers. Ridiculous!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: charlesbritt1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 7:07:35 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charles Britt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: charlesbritt1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This is a wrong direction. We need to get people off of tobacco. I understand a sin tax on tobacco to
help with the medical problems it causes. If you tax alternatives that are healthier than tobacco than
people will stay with tobacco because of ease of use. I am a ex smoker that smoked for 35 years. Dont
tax my nicotine juice and vaping equipment that allows me to be a ex smoker.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: afrazier5@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:17:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charles Frazier
Organization: Individual
E-mail: afrazier5@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Aloha Representative,

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557.  I converted to electronic cigarettes
1 year ago after smoking tobacco for over 24 years.  I feel good, don't stink any more, can run, swim
and keep up with my children.  Most importantly I am No longer a smoker!

Some of the products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes.
Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic Cigarette and Accessories
retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu.
They have been in business for nearly three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees
locally and are one of the fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker
Say as a package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and
jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to contact you to
voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated.

The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”, a “PV”, a
“nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that can optionally contain
varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all). It is used currently by thousands of
people locally and millions of people nationally everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in situations
where cigarettes are not permitted. This product is intended for smokers and others addicted to nicotine
who are looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their nicotine
usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health and safety of those
around them.

Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of the product to
minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette related products to a 70%
tobacco tax regardless of whether the product actually contains tobacco. While I agree that products
should be restricted from being sold to minors, the bill in its current form has many unintended
negative consequences that will effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by local
vendors and force thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the internet
or return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death sentence.

The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes, how they are
made, what it does, and how it is sold. An electronic cigarette is an electronic device made up of many
different common electronic components such as batteries, buttons, metal tips, charging components,
plastic bottles,...etc. All of these item are sold separately or as a kit and many of the components can
actually be used in conjunction with many other standard electronic devices such as cellphones. In fact
nicotine, which may or may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the
products sold. I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be
perceived as retailing a &quot;tobacco product&quot;. However the current bill proposes to classify all
of the products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the standing 70%

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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tobacco tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind.

The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much higher than that
of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and accessory of an electronic cigarette
would effectively make it much more expensive than a traditional tobacco cigarette and would
effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and international suppliers (who are not subject to this
tax) via the internet or return to smoking altogether. Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it
impossible for Volcano to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the
business altogether. This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already collecting,
and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing them to purchase their
products out-of-state or return to smoking.

I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only!

Sincerely
Charles Frazier
Utah Vapers Association



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chaznatr@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 2:03:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charles Harbison
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chaznatr@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cinerehanohano@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:11:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: charles inere-hanohano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cinerehanohano@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: saitocharles@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:07:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charles Saito
Organization: Individual
E-mail: saitocharles@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: isian59@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:52:07 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charles Shepherd
Organization: Individual
E-mail: isian59@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I do agree with making it illegal to sell electronic cigarettes to minors, as everyone should, along with
anything containing nicotine.

As I understand it, there are also things that do not make sense as far as the taxation aspect of this
bill.

&quot;These bills would unfairly tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every electronic cigarette
accessory in Hawaii, regardless of whether or not it contains tobacco/nicotine, at a rate of 70% of the
wholesale price.&quot;

If this is indeed true, then that is extremely high and unfair; unconstitutional.

I have been using electronic cigarettes for over two years, after 35 years of smoking traditional
cigarettes.  My lungs have cleared up, my breathing and energy levels are normal.  I am also proud of
the fact that I do not subject my family to second hand smoke.

So while I do agree with the part of not allowing sales to minors, I strongly disagree with the extreme
taxation aspect of the bill. Making the cost to the legal businesses in Hawaii so high will cause many
people to return to traditional cigarettes and the 4000+ chemicals and high levels of carcinogens
contained within.

I urge you to revise the bill to keep the primary focus on sales to minors, as they should not be using
any nicotine product.  It is a well known fact that minors have been smoking traditional cigarettes for
decades, and will continue to do so, regardless of what laws are in place.  As long as there are tobacco
cigarettes, minors will be able to get them, a sad fact. 

My Father in Law is dying from COPD, due to many years of smoking.  His doctor advised him to use
electronic cigarettes.  My doctor is very pleased with the improvements in my health and lungs since I
have switched, and encourages me to continue using them.  Outrageous taxes, such as the ones
presented in this bill, need to be removed or modified to a fair tax that will allow Hawaii businesses to
continue to sell electronic cigarettes.  These companies pay their business taxes and as stated before,
piling an unrealistic tax on every component of an electronic cigarette is unfair.  The only part of an
electronic cigarette that may contain nicotine is in the juice and pre filled cartomizers. Many people do
not even use nicotine in their electronic cigarettes. This is very unfair to them as well.  High taxes on
components that do not contain nicotine under this bill is unethical.  I will be watching the outcome of
this bill, and if passed as is, I know I will never be coming back to Hawaii again, nor doing any business
there as I have done in the past.

Please do not pass this ill planned bill into law!

Regards,

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Charles Shepherd



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mia_salvacion@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:06:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Charlston
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mia_salvacion@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: CKIILANI@YAHOO.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:17:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: CHARMAINE GABIN
Organization: Individual
E-mail: CKIILANI@YAHOO.COM
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: CDEAR21@YAHOO.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:31:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chase Dear
Organization: Individual
E-mail: CDEAR21@YAHOO.COM
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I am an e-cigarette user not residing in HI. Since beginning the use of my e-cigarette, I have
completely quit smoking and feel 100's of times better. You refer to e-cigarettes as a tobacco product.
There is NO tobacco in them. As stated, there is virtually no evidence supporting potential danger. I
agree that the product should not be sold to anyone under the age of 18, but that does not make it a
tobacco product. By all means, increase taxes on tobacco if you must, but leave the e-cigarette users
alone. Thousands upon thousands of people feel better and benefit daily from the e-cigarette. Don't
punish people for trying to improve their lives. As much as I would like to visit Hawaii, I don't believe I
ever will if this is how the state government treats its residents.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chasity.rosa@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 4:27:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chasity cusimano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chasity.rosa@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
please don't start taxing it i have been smoking for 12 year and i finally quit thanks to volcano if you
want a healthy hawaii don't make it hard!!!!!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vid.hawaii@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:47:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chayanin dreblow
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vid.hawaii@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I was a smoker for about 25 years and after using a Volcano Ecig I quit smoking cigarettes. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chacha_d808@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:23:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chelyssa Delapenia
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chacha_d808@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Aloha,
I Chelyssa Delapenia say that taxes shouldn't be put on these &quot;Electronic Cigarettes&quot; it
should be put more towards regular tobacco cigarettes because, (1)It does not promote Lung Cancer
(2)It does not cause second hand smoking (3)There is no smell of tobacco, because it is a water vapor.
It is legal, and even though it will lower cigarette tobacco sales it will not lower the deaths in the world.
So I hear by supportting this bill and not have taxes to be put forth the Electronic Cigarettes.

Thanks and Mahalo,
Chelyssa Delapenia, Kauai
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Carnation_7777@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:16:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cherie
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Carnation_7777@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cdardeen3025@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:44:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cheryl Dardeen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cdardeen3025@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
As much as society is becoming unfriendly to &quot;tax-paying&quot; smokers, with the claims of how
&quot;unhealthy&quot; it is. Not only for the smoker, but also for the non-smokers who have to breathe
in the second-hand smoke. I am appalled that when a HEALTHY alternative for smoker AND non-smoker
alike is provided, then the government wants to put some tax on it.You claim you want a healthier
America, then stop giving smokers a reason to stop using the healthier alternative of electronice
cigarettes. It seems that on one hand you don't want us to smoke, yet you enjoy the benefits of the
taxes you get off of them. For the record, the electronic cigarette term is not &quot;smoking&quot; it is
&quot;vaping.&quot; Maybe you need a clearer understanding of the service provided by them. They
use vapors that allow smokers to have a similar feeling to smoking WITHOUT the harmful effects to
those vaping or anyone around them. I use Volcano Ecigs regularly and have encouraged many to
switch, for their health and their family. I am able to vape around my parents, who are non-smokers
and very sensitive smells...as well as asthmatic. They cannot even smell the vapors. To tax these ecigs
would be detrimental to the goal of creating a cleaner environment and healthier citizens, because the
taxes that you are proposing will only result in people chosing the cheaper route of returning to
smoking. You would be causing companies such as Volcano that is located in your very state to go out
of business. Aren't you suppose to be working to create and secure jobs...not tear down the small
businesses that are right there in your backyard! If this bill passes, you can be certain that everyone I
know will be adviced to stear clear of your state for any reason...to boycott if necessary to prove how
important having an affordable alternative to smoking is to those of us that are
&quot;VAPERS&quot;!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: csh3323@hanmail.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:09:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: choi seungho
Organization: Individual
E-mail: csh3323@hanmail.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ccasiple@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:17:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chris casiple
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ccasiple@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gsmcryptic@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:27:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Char
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gsmcryptic@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Wiz6947@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:38:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris DeOcampo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Wiz6947@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Nyteen27@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:10:20 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris guglielmo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Nyteen27@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
How dare you guys try and make more money off of a tool that helps people from smoking real
cigarettes. Who ever in congress came up with this should also tax everything else that helps us people
quit other things that are not healthy. You people in congress and the government are absolutely
rediculous and should all be voted out. Think before you speak whoever made this bill.

Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: larryboy808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:25:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Hashimoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: larryboy808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Ive personally been a tobacco smoker for about 20 years. I feel this to be a alternative to tobacco that
doesn't have the tar and other harmful chemicals. please do not give in to pressure from tobacco
companies.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chris_iyoki@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:43:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chris iyoki
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chris_iyoki@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alaska44@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:29:14 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chris kirkman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alaska44@live.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ckuanoni57@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:00:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chris kuanoni
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ckuanoni57@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: achristianmeyer@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:05:51 AM
Attachments: Hawaiian Bill SB2819.rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Meyer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: achristianmeyer@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please reject this bill and amend it to enable the fair collection of normal state and local sales taxes on
e-cigs and related accessories, from either internet or &quot;brick and mortar&quot; retailers. I am in
favor of the collection of sales taxes on retail purchases, but the proposed tax is unfair and excessive. I
do support the banning of sales of e-cigs and related accessories to minors.
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January 31, 2012


To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to ask you not to pass proposed legislation SB-2819, which relates to the taxation on the sale of electronic cigarettes and related accessories, when it comes up for a vote. This is an unfair law that is intended only to increase tax revenues through an excessive tax that will negatively impact on the livelihood of many in these difficult economic times, and which will also lead many former smokers away from the lower-risk alternative provided them by electronic cigarettes. 

As a long-time smoker, I spent many years, and a good deal of money, trying various smoking cessation products. I tried the patch, the nicotine gum, and Chantix. None of these products worked for me, as none of them addressed what was as much of a psychological addiction as it was a nicotine addiction. So in an effort to reduce the harm tobacco was doing to my body, I tried electronic cigarettes (e-cigs).

Electronic smoking, or “vaping”, is similar to smoking traditional cigarettes, or “analogs”. With an e-cig, a battery is connected to a device called an atomizer, which is, in turn, connected to a cartridge or bottle filled with a liquid (e-juice) that contains nicotine, flavorings, and either propylene glycol (PG) or vegetable glycerin (VG). The design of e-cigs can vary greatly, but the general concept is the same. You activate the battery by either drawing on it or by pushing a button. As you take a drag, the e-juice is pulled onto the heating element of the atomizer, which turns the e-juice into a vapor that can be inhaled. The process feels like smoking, in that you get a “throat hit” from it. When you exhale, you produce a cloud of vapor that is essentially odorless and quickly dissipates into the air. There is no secondhand smoke and no combustion.

E-cig manufacturers claim that their products are safer than smoking analogs because of the lack of combustion and the fact that they do not contain sufficient levels of carcinogens to be considered dangerous to humans. According to many medical professionals, it’s not the nicotine in analogs that causes cancer. It’s the other chemicals and the combustion of them that is the problem. In addition, PG is “generally recognized as safe for human consumption (GRAS)” by the FDA, and most e-juice manufacturers only use flavorings that the FDA also considers to be GRAS.

Current estimates have the e-cig industry generating approximately $100 million in sales worldwide. An estimated 30,000 people pick up vaping every year. After a recent appearance on “The David Letterman Show” by e-cig user and actress Katherine Heigl, one e-cig vendor claimed a 10% jump in website hits.

Currently, many state and local governments are proposing bans on e-cigs. However, none of the legislative movements so far have been based on anything close to scientific research, but rather have been quite possibly driven by the economic need to continue generating tax revenue on sales of cigarettes. This is a legitimate concern, but the tax rate this bill proposes is grossly excessive. And if this proposed legislation is also intended to remove e-cigs from the marketplace under some misguided sense of protecting the health of your constituents, then this law is even more wrong.

Many studies have shown that e-cigs are indeed a much safer alternative to smoking and are, in fact, no more dangerous than existing smoking cessation products. The most detailed study to date is one by Heath New Zealand, which confirmed the claims of the industry that e-cigs are a relatively safe alternative to smoking. The Boston University School of Public Health also released findings that e-cigs are considerably less harmful than traditional cigarettes and are no more harmful than currently approved nicotine replacement therapies. Conversely, a “quick and dirty” 2009 study by the FDA found “carcinogens and toxic chemicals such as diethylene glycol, an ingredient used in antifreeze” in samples of e-juice. However, the findings of the FDA have been called into question by the c-cig industry and many in the medical community. One concern about the FDA study is their claim that carcinogens, called nitrosamines, were discovered in e-juice. These are also present in FDA approved smoking cessation aids, such as Nicorette gum, and are not believed to be of sufficient concentrations to be harmful. You can learn more about electronic cigarettes by visiting http://www.e-cigarette-forum.com.

As I hope you can see, applying this proposed legislation would have terrible, far-reaching effects on the industry, not only in Hawaii, but all throughout the United States. It would set a precedent that other state and local legislative bodies would follow, and it would effectively kill the industry entirely in the U.S., putting many out of work, and leading many others to return to the practice of smoking cigarettes or using other forms of tobacco.

I implore you, on behalf of countless former smokers, to reject this law as it is currently worded and propose alternative legislation that requires normal state and local sales taxes to be levied on e-cigs and related accessories, regardless of whether they are purchased online or in retail stores. I am not against the collection of sales tax on these items, but I am very much against the excessive 70% of retail value tax that is being proposed. 

I also understand that part of this legislation is intended to ban the sale of e-cigs to minors. I wholeheartedly support this element of the legislation and I believe any form of this bill needs to include it. Minors should not be allowed to purchase any product that contains nicotine, and punishment for those who sell e-cigs to children should be harsh.

For the record, I am neither a manufacturer nor a vendor of e-cigs or any products associated with them. I am simply a consumer who is concerned about my health and that of the many millions of e-cig users, worldwide. By rejecting this bill as it is currently worded, you would be doing a valuable service for millions of people around the world.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Chris Meyer
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: blades_06_2006@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:49:50 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Milan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: blades_06_2006@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chris.oberle@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:46:21 AM
Attachments: SB2819_testimony.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Oberle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chris.oberle@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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To Whom It May Concern:

I am an ex-smoker with nearly 2 years of smoke free living behind me.  I can safely say that it simply would not have been possible without the use of electronic cigarrettes.  I simply cannot fathom the logic surrounding this proposed legislation especially when one considers that I no longer use nicotine in my 'e-juice' of choice.  

What is the justification for implementing a special tax on what essentially amounts to a battery and an atomizer?  Will a similar tax be considered for other delivery devices such as inhalers?   Where does one draw the line?   Who is behind this...the tobacco lobby?

I know this isn't much of a testimony.   I'm happy to provide more detail but quite honestly, I am busy and am prepared to get my e-cigarette equipment elsewhere if it means paying 70% less for it as opposed to my favorite Hawaiian-based vendor.

Thanks,

Chris Oberle
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I am an ex-smoker with nearly 2 years of smoke free living behind me.  I can safely 
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cigarrettes.  I simply cannot fathom the logic surrounding this proposed legislation
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choice.  

What is the justification for implementing a special tax on what essentially amounts
to a battery and an atomizer?  Will a similar tax be considered for other delivery 
devices such as inhalers?   Where does one draw the line?   Who is behind this...the
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I know this isn't much of a testimony.   I'm happy to provide more detail but quite 
honestly, I am busy and am prepared to get my e-cigarette equipment elsewhere if it 
means paying 70% less for it as opposed to my favorite Hawaiian-based vendor.

Thanks,

Chris Oberle
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chrispski@sbcglobal.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:46:49 PM
Attachments: testimony against ecig taxes.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Sebelski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chrispski@sbcglobal.net
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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To the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors I say, whole heartedly, NO!

To the taxation or classification of electronic cigarettes as tobacco products, I say NO!

Please do not penalize people for switching to a more healthy approach to a habit that has killed so many. I smoked tobacco for thirty-five years. The physical damage to me and those around me was becoming more and more evident. I knew I had to do something.

I found electronic cigarettes by chance in a news article and did some research. I found that the electronic cigarette poses no real health threats to the individual using them and no side effects at all to those in contact with the user.

There is absolutely no reason for these devices to be classified as “tobacco products” or “tobacco use paraphernalia”. Please do not impose the “sin” tax on these products. There is no sin involved in using a product that may/ may not give the user a stimulant that is no more harmful than caffeine. If anything the user should be given some kind of incentive for not using tobacco.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Chris Sebelski

St. Louis, MO 



To the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors I say, whole heartedly, NO! 

To the taxation or classification of electronic cigarettes as tobacco products, I say NO! 

Please do not penalize people for switching to a more healthy approach to a habit that has killed so 
many. I smoked tobacco for thirty-five years. The physical damage to me and those around me was 
becoming more and more evident. I knew I had to do something. 

I found electronic cigarettes by chance in a news article and did some research. I found that the 
electronic cigarette poses no real health threats to the individual using them and no side effects at all to 
those in contact with the user. 

There is absolutely no reason for these devices to be classified as “tobacco products” or “tobacco use 
paraphernalia”. Please do not impose the “sin” tax on these products. There is no sin involved in using a 
product that may/ may not give the user a stimulant that is no more harmful than caffeine. If anything 
the user should be given some kind of incentive for not using tobacco. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Sebelski 

St. Louis, MO  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Chrisatighe@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:17:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chris Tighe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Chrisatighe@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigs are not tobacco products. Period.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lyons682@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:40:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chris
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lyons682@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
i do not think that this is fair. there are many reasons that e cigarettes are not the same thing as
tobacco cigarettes. in fact the only thing that they have in common is nicotine. they eliminate the
chemicals that are known in tobacco cigarettes (4000+), they eliminate the tar, ash, second hand
smoke, cigarette butt litter, and many other things. if this bill is passed, it is just a tragedy on the
american peoples rights. this will cause many people choosing a safer alternative to go back to the
deadly risk of smoking real cigarettes and that is worth a lot more than the 70% tax increase that is in
no way justifiable. please i encourage you to the the proper research before imposing a bogus bill into
legislature.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cryptorchild311@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:10:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: chris
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cryptorchild311@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Rather than conducting the necessary research to create a specific classification of the product and
applying a fair tax policy for it, Hawaii's state legislature is merely attempting to classify the product as
tobacco and apply the egregious tax rates that are applied to tobacco to electronic cigarettes too.
Levying this hefty of a tax on the product would virtually wipe out any local vendors as they would not
be able to compete with their out-of-state and international counterparts that are not subject to this
unfair tax.

Customers would then be forced to buy their products from vendors out-of-state on the internet, or put
down their ecigs and return to smoking again.  Any and all local vendors would either be forced to
relocate their operations to another state or face closure due to the competitive disadvantage that
would be placed on them.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Christian.maestas@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:11:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christian Maestas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Christian.maestas@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lilc4585@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:33:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christie Saoit
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lilc4585@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cpd9468@netzero.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 3:59:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christine Dodson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cpd9468@netzero.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I smoked tabacco cigarettes for 30 years and was on my way down the road to COPD, emphesyma, or
even lung cancer.  Tobacco-FREE e-cigs from companies such as Hawaii's own &quot;Volcano&quot;
brand literally saved my life by assisting me to become a non-smoker.  A 70% tax on these products is
not only unfair, but will force persons like myself to resort back to &quot;rollie&quot; style tobacco
products due to the additional cost.
The components that make up an e-cig are found in many other products, such as cell phones and
other technology products and do NOT contain tobacco.  Therefore, a tobacco tax is unfair and simply a
greedy action by the Hawaiin state government.
The Volcano brand is currently one of the fastest growing companies in your state, but if this measure
were to pass they surely will be forced to leave the state or close their doors.  I, for one, would
seriously not visit Hawaii and would encourage others to stay away as well if this measure were to pass
and potentially take away the one device that finally allowed me to become tobacco-free!
Please rethink this measure!!!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kaweihi1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:25:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: christine kaaloa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kaweihi1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
 I would recommend every one that smokes and trying to quit to purchase this product. it works for me
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: c_haw1981@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:55:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christopher Hawthorn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: c_haw1981@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cheebo13@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:13:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christopher Herrick
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cheebo13@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: crismendez1576@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:22:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: christopher Mendez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: crismendez1576@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:crismendez1576@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: christopher_s_morgan@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:32:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christopher Morgan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: christopher_s_morgan@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jivefly@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:51:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christopher
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jivefly@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
To whom it may concern,

As an individual who considers electronic cigarettes to have saved my life I must oppose the bill being
considered for the extreme tax prices being placed on the electronic cigarette itself as well as the
accessories needed to use electronic cigarettes.

Tobacco taxes are not applied to cigarette lighters, butane, matches, etc. as they are being proposed to
be applied to the accessories that are needed for the use of electronic cigarettes.

Electronic cigarettes have saved my life, as I began developing the initial stages of throat, mouth, and
paranasal  and nasal cancers. Having begun using electronic cigarettes and receiving treatment for
cancer, I am cancer free, and my health has improved tremendously.

If this bill were to be passed, I would be forced to stock up on my electronic cigarette supplies and
accessories before ever travelling to Hawaii to visit family or for vacation, and it would greatly hinder
my ability to enjoy my stay in beautiful Hawaii as I would feel that being taxed for maintaining my
health is a something that the state of Hawaii considers something that they should quite outrageously
charge visitors and citizens for.

Please consider the consequences of this tax and try to account for the many people that you may be
quite literally forcing to return to smoking analog cigarettes, and the health concerns therein.

Thank you for your consideration,
Christopher Paul Carles
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cnpkdp@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:14:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christopher Potter
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cnpkdp@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes were the only method that allowed me to stop smoking tobacco cigarettes after
more than 12 years.  Volcanoecigs.com, a vendor from Hawaii, makes the only brand of electronic
cigarette that works to fully replace tobacco with a healthier alternative at a reasonable cost.  Should
their products be taxed at the proposed rate, it would drive the cost beyond what I would be able to
afford and likely result in my switching back to smoking.  If tax revenue lost from smokers switching to
electronic cigarettes is the motivation for this legislation, I recommend considering the astronomical tax
revenue gains that would result in legalizing marijuana for public use with restrictions similar to alcohol.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cricafort58@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:21:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Christopher Ricafort
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cricafort58@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
This product helped me quit cigs... it should be promoted and praised instead of taxed. DONT DO IT
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chuck.swank@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:43:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Chuck Swnk
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chuck.swank@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Using e-Cigarettes are an economically sound way to quit smoking.  I used this specific method to lower
my nicotine dosage to where I didn't need nicotine any longer. 

I had tried the nightmarish and suicidal concoction (I obviously survived) known as Chantix to no avail. 
I had tried Nicoderm CQ to no avail.  I had tried Commit Lozenges to no avail.  e-Cigarettes worked for
me and a number of my colleagues.

I full-heartedly agree on banning the sale to minors, but strongly oppose the taxation of the product
found in tobacco leaves, eggplant, and tomatoes.  

Quitting smoking should not be punishing to current smokers by excessive taxation but encouraged as a
less harmful means of working out of the smoking habit.  If e-Cigarettes were twice the price, I,
financially would not have been able to use the products that made me nicotine free.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Ally@allysavage.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:04:25 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cindy savage
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Ally@allysavage.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Selling to minors may be inapropriate , but to control the rights
Of adults that are trying to stop smoking is at best unethical.

Finally we have on smoke being omitted into spaces, etc we all
Want that even if we are addicts.

To tax people who are  contenders of such a hard addiction to kick
Is beyond insensitive. It's time we stand up to saine legislation
That hide ear marks like taxation on products that do not harm anybody
And actually help in the aid of kicking the smoking habit.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: poketako808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:06:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: clarence Ortiz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: poketako808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
It help me quit smoking since 2010

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:poketako808@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cpwood07@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:37:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clarissa wood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cpwood07@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: clay.longneck@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:36:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clay Young
Organization: Individual
E-mail: clay.longneck@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I am opposed to taxing e-cigarettes like other tobacco products at a rate of 70%.  This is a positively
horrible idea from people who do not understand what these products offer.

And what they offer is a chance for people like me--that is, people who have tried to quit smoking and
failed numerous times--to get out of the cycle of quit and relapse and maintain their habit in the
healthiest way possible.  Nicotine doesn't kill, it's smoking and tar that kill.  To the best of our current
knowledge, using an ecig should impact the user's health about at much as a heavy coffee habit. 

That users could get away from traditional cigarettes and use ecigs, improve their health, and stop
hurting others and stinking up the place is something to be encouraged.  NOT punished with taxes that
were meant for other quite different products.

Go ahead and keep them from children--that's a good thing.  But adults should be able to freely choose
an imperfect but healthier alternative without being punished for it.

Thank you,
CY
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rev.cwarren@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:10:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clayton Warren
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rev.cwarren@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
As I do agree that E-cigarettes should not be sold to minors, I do not agree to the additional taxation of
said product. Currently, revenue is being generated in state by individuals purchasing the product within
your state. If additional taxation occurs, it will force customer to purchase the product out of state, thus
losing the state additional revenue. It may also force long time smokers to resort back to smoking
traditional cigarettes, thus increasing their chance to smoking related diseases, such as emphysema and
cancer, which will also end up costing the state more money in the long run. I urge you to prohibit the
sales of e-cigarettes to minors, but revoke the additional taxation of e-cigarettes, and labeling them as
a tobacco product, which by all definitions they are not. Passing the taxation bill will only end up costing
the state more in the long run than you would ever get out of taxation.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Silveradori77@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:52:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clifford Andres
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Silveradori77@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Kiddeedo75@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:49:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clint c
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Kiddeedo75@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I am an e-cigarette consumer and feel this bill is very unfair to me n all those who is a consumer of
electronic cigarettes.  I found it fair with the no-smoking within 20ft law, but to ban and classify e-
cigarette products as tobacco products unfair.  I have been smoking for many years and on a mission of
quitting smoking real tobacco products by being a consumer of e-cigarette products so I can care for
my health and being a father of 6 to care for their health and those around me by not allowing them
second hand smoke.  I have used these electronic products over a year now and have drastically cut
down smoking tobacco and with e-cigarettes I can suppress that urge of lighting up a real cigarette by
using an e-cigarette when ever and where ever without harming myself or others around me.  Yes I feel
if this ban goes into effect, pricings will skyrocket making it more expensive and difficult to quit because
prices will be higher than real tobacco products thus forcing all to go back and consume harmful
tobacco products once again.  If u feel money is more important than health of everyone, then go
ahead and send us and our families and those around us to our graves.  Please show care and
sympathy for te people who value health.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dub151@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:39:37 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clint Pettee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dub151@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It seems quite unfair to include Electronic Cigarettes in this Bill. First, these devices are not using any
tobacco at all. Second, with tobacco as prominent in our society as it is, why would a less dangerous
option to people who already use tobacco be subjected to such a tax. Vaporizing nicotine has become
quite popular as a way to stop using tobacco. I know this from experience. Tobacco free for almost a
year, I give all the credit to this new technology. Also, I have experienced all the benefits of quitting ie;
increased senses of smell and taste, no hacking up brown gunk from throat, and of course not smelling
like a tobacco smoker. Please give this Bill another look. I wouldnt have been able to get off Cigarettes
without the vaporizing option. I believe in taxes, however, 70% on this is just foolish. Tobacco is
horrible and costs government tremendous amounts of money and time. Vaporizers(e-cigs) arent
tobacco and shouldnt be treated as such .
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dub151@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:44:51 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clint Pettee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dub151@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It seems quite unfair to include Electronic Cigarettes in this Bill. First, these devices are not using any
tobacco at all. Second, with tobacco as prominent in our society as it is, why would a less dangerous
option to people who already use tobacco be subjected to such a tax. Vaporizing nicotine has become
quite popular as a way to stop using tobacco. I know this from experience. Tobacco free for almost a
year, I give all the credit to this new technology. Also, I have experienced all the benefits of quitting ie;
increased senses of smell and taste, no hacking up brown gunk from throat, and of course not smelling
like a tobacco smoker. Please give this Bill another look. I wouldnt have been able to get off Cigarettes
without the vaporizing option. I believe in taxes, however, 70% on this is just outrageous when tobacco
smokers health issues cost governments tremendous amounts of money and time, and we've yet to see
that with Electronic Cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: clintfreyeisen@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:47:52 PM
Attachments: Relating To Sales of Electronic Cigarettes.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clinton Freyeisen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: clintfreyeisen@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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Relating To Sales of Electronic Cigarettes

Clinton Freyeisen



	As a former cigarette smoker of five years, I strongly oppose the introduction and the potential passing of SB No. 2819. To directly relate Electronic cigarettes and Tobacco suggests to me a lack of research and a hastened attempt to classify two completely different materials as one.  While I cannot deny that recent studies have shown that certain ‘’E-Juices’’ contain substances that are questionable and potentially harmful to humans, this is largely due in part to unregulated industries in the country of China, where most, if not all Electronic Cigarette components are sourced. The solution to this problem has already been found, and hundreds of Electronic Cigarette vendors are making their own “E-juices” right here in the United States with responsibility. I also cannot deny that Electronic Cigarettes are very new, and the effects of inhaling vapors produced by these devices are not entirely known. But what I do know, is that after eleven months of not having a single cigarette, and replacing them with a device that while still delivering a brain altering chemical, but still maintaining its status as being non-carcinogenic and has been proven to support addiction, Nicotine, I have never felt better. 

	While my addiction to cigarettes was fueled by nicotine, it was also influenced by one, if not many other chemicals found in cigarettes. Which is another reason why classifying Electronic Cigarettes as a tobacco product is unreasonable. Electronic Cigarette “E-Juice” solution should only contain ISP Propylene Glycol and/or Vegetable Glycerin, Nicotine, and Artificial Flavoring. Cigarettes contain Nicotine which is NON-Carcinogenic, but also  around 5000+ other chemicals that have been proven to be carcinogenic. There are no carcinogenic chemicals found in Electronic Cigarettes.

	I strongly support the passing of a bill that prohibits minors from possessing or purchasing Electronic Cigarettes. But to relate these two products is irresponsible, overlooked, and offensive. 
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Relating To Sales of Electronic Cigarettes 

Clinton Freyeisen 

 

 As a former cigarette smoker of five years, I strongly oppose the introduction and the potential 

passing of SB No. 2819. To directly relate Electronic cigarettes and Tobacco suggests to me a lack of 

research and a hastened attempt to classify two completely different materials as one.  While I cannot 

deny that recent studies have shown that certain ‘’E-Juices’’ contain substances that are questionable 

and potentially harmful to humans, this is largely due in part to unregulated industries in the country of 

China, where most, if not all Electronic Cigarette components are sourced. The solution to this problem 

has already been found, and hundreds of Electronic Cigarette vendors are making their own “E-juices” 

right here in the United States with responsibility. I also cannot deny that Electronic Cigarettes are very 

new, and the effects of inhaling vapors produced by these devices are not entirely known. But what I do 

know, is that after eleven months of not having a single cigarette, and replacing them with a device that 

while still delivering a brain altering chemical, but still maintaining its status as being non-carcinogenic 

and has been proven to support addiction, Nicotine, I have never felt better.  

 While my addiction to cigarettes was fueled by nicotine, it was also influenced by one, if not 

many other chemicals found in cigarettes. Which is another reason why classifying Electronic Cigarettes 

as a tobacco product is unreasonable. Electronic Cigarette “E-Juice” solution should only contain ISP 

Propylene Glycol and/or Vegetable Glycerin, Nicotine, and Artificial Flavoring. Cigarettes contain 

Nicotine which is NON-Carcinogenic, but also  around 5000+ other chemicals that have been proven to 

be carcinogenic. There are no carcinogenic chemicals found in Electronic Cigarettes. 

 I strongly support the passing of a bill that prohibits minors from possessing or purchasing 

Electronic Cigarettes. But to relate these two products is irresponsible, overlooked, and offensive.  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: puakahea@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:11:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Clyde Kaluahine
Organization: Individual
E-mail: puakahea@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:puakahea@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Spiffy121@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:04:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cody
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Spiffy121@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is doing nothing but making it harder on citizens in this economy!!!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Spiffy121@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cody15hunstad@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:44:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cody
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cody15hunstad@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cody15hunstad@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cody.y456@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:28:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cody
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cody.y456@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Stick it to the man while you suck a fat one!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cody.y456@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: colbywalls@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:22:23 PM
Attachments: Senate bill opposition testimony.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Colby Walls
Organization: Individual
E-mail: colbywalls@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:colbywalls@gmail.com

Legislators, 



This testimony is in opposition of the proposed Senate bill SB2819 as it stands.  



I am a 44 year old female who uses an electronic cigarette.  My husband is a 49 year old who also uses the device.  While I am in favor of keeping all tobacco products out of the hands of our youth, and for taxing those who use this product with a “sin tax”, this bill is over-reaching it’s objective.  



I will specifically speak on the taxation of ever single article used in an electronic cigarette, and how it is incompatible with the current tax on traditional cigarettes.  



My husband and I are both previous smokers of traditional cigarettes and we were happy to pay our “sin tax” for that habit.  The cigarette was taxed as a whole.  When I purchased a filtered cigarette I did not pay a tax on the cigarette and another on the filter, just the cigarette.  Traditional cigarettes need to be lit, but if I purchased a lighter or a match, I did not pay a higher tax on those items.  



Taxing every single piece of an electronic cigarette’s elements if very much like taxing a traditional cigarette, then it’s filter, then it’s lighting device.  



If this bill were re-introduced to tax only the nicotine, or “juice” I would be in favor of it and would again, gladly pay a sin tax on that object.  



But as the bill stands, I have already signed a petition and feel strongly enough about this issue to provide testimony in opposition to Senate bill SB2819.  



I respectfully submit my opposition and hope for only my voice to be heard, listened to, and to make an impact on the decision of this bill.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Thank you, 



Colby Walls





Legislators,  
 
This testimony is in opposition of the proposed Senate bill SB2819 as it 
stands.   
 
I am a 44 year old female who uses an electronic cigarette.  My husband 
is a 49 year old who also uses the device.  While I am in favor of keeping 
all tobacco products out of the hands of our youth, and for taxing those 
who use this product with a “sin tax”, this bill is over-reaching it’s 
objective.   
 
I will specifically speak on the taxation of ever single article used in an 
electronic cigarette, and how it is incompatible with the current tax on 
traditional cigarettes.   
 
My husband and I are both previous smokers of traditional cigarettes 
and we were happy to pay our “sin tax” for that habit.  The cigarette was 
taxed as a whole.  When I purchased a filtered cigarette I did not pay a 
tax on the cigarette and another on the filter, just the cigarette.  
Traditional cigarettes need to be lit, but if I purchased a lighter or a 
match, I did not pay a higher tax on those items.   
 
Taxing every single piece of an electronic cigarette’s elements if very 
much like taxing a traditional cigarette, then it’s filter, then it’s lighting 
device.   
 
If this bill were re-introduced to tax only the nicotine, or “juice” I would 
be in favor of it and would again, gladly pay a sin tax on that object.   
 
But as the bill stands, I have already signed a petition and feel strongly 
enough about this issue to provide testimony in opposition to Senate bill 
SB2819.   
 
I respectfully submit my opposition and hope for only my voice to be 
heard, listened to, and to make an impact on the decision of this bill.   
 
Thank you,  
 
Colby Walls 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: colleenkreusling@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:54:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: colleen kreusling
Organization: Individual
E-mail: colleenkreusling@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
no more taxes!!!!!!!!!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:colleenkreusling@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dewatson@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 10:55:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: colleen mitsuya
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dewatson@hawaiiantel.net
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
smoked for 40 yrs  smelled bad  cost sky rocket  better alternative for me please do not tamper with the
law

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dewatson@hawaiiantel.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tilsoncorey@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:08:39 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Corey Tilson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tilsoncorey@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Enough is enough, this is why busineses can't survive. I won't go on and on. You should get it, quit
running everything into the ground. Let busineses succeed and you will get plenty of your precious tax
money.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tilsoncorey@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: 808june.bug@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:45:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: cornelio D. bumanglag jr.
Organization: Individual
E-mail: 808june.bug@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:808june.bug@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cory9@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:44:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cory Brown
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cory9@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cory9@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: flychik33@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:45:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: &#160; courtney sexton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: flychik33@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:flychik33@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: c7c@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:04:00 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Craig A Coon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: c7c@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:c7c@comcast.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wwwdotcar@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:35:50 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Craig Ganiko
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wwwdotcar@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:wwwdotcar@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: phatboiracing@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:43:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: craig jumawan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: phatboiracing@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:phatboiracing@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mirafuentes1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:26:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Craig Mirafuentes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mirafuentes1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mirafuentes1@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: 10secnova@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:13:10 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: craig nakamura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: 10secnova@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:10secnova@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cfuzziebear@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:10:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: craiog taylor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cfuzziebear@verizon.net
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cfuzziebear@verizon.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jupitercwelch@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:08:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Crystal
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jupitercwelch@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Rather than conducting the necessary research to create a specific classification of the product and
applying a fair tax policy for it, Hawaii's state legislature is merely attempting to classify the product as
tobacco and apply the egregious tax rates that are applied to tobacco to electronic cigarettes too.
Levying this hefty of a tax on the product would virtually wipe out any local vendors as they would not
be able to compete with their out-of-state and international counterparts that are not subject to this
unfair tax.

Customers would then be forced to buy their products from vendors out-of-state on the internet, or put
down their ecigs and return to smoking again.  Any and all local vendors would either be forced to
relocate their operations to another state or face closure due to the competitive disadvantage that
would be placed on them.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jupitercwelch@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: c.day0422@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:03:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Curtice Bryant
Organization: Individual
E-mail: c.day0422@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:c.day0422@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cay3175@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 12:27:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: cy yoshikawa  
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cay3175@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cay3175@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: silverstreakjeep@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:01:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cyndy Harden
Organization: Individual
E-mail: silverstreakjeep@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
I use eCigs because I like smoking and didn't want to quit.  eCigs made it possible to quit by allowing
me to keep on doing what I like to do.  I didn't have to worry about total upheaval of my life by
changing my routines or going through the withdrawals of nicotine.  I think one of the biggest fears of
quitting is the drastic change to a habit that has been part of life for years.  I’m now a vaper instead! 
The step down in nicotine levels has made getting off nicotine so easy too.  I can’t say enough about
how wonderful these products are!

If you pass this bill I will never order from a Hawaii e-cigarette company.  This bill would harm the
public health by discouraging people like me from quitting smoking as I couldn’t have done it without
eCigs.
 Smokers are backed into every corner, made us pay enormous amounts of taxes for a pack, got us
sick, lied to us for years... and now you want to tax something that is BARELY associated with tobacco
and has helped literally thousands of smokers quit.  And not to forget, us smokers are now ex smokers
and making the world a better place for all non smokers.
eCigs are a much safer alternative to smoking and have helped a lot of people quit as well. It isn't
harmful to anyone around it. Because some do contain nicotine if you’re banning/taxing the use of e-
cigs than you should also ban/tax the use of nicotine gum, lozenges, patches, and the sort because
that's all that is in the e-cig, and some options have no nicotine what so ever!
 eCigs are not smoked, as they are not lit, thus they are in a different catagory than tobacco. People
who oppose their use need to know WHAT they are opposing, if they oppose smoking they should
support ecig use, if they oppose second hand smoke they should support ecigs also.  No smoke is
emitted from an eCig.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:silverstreakjeep@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cadillacdreams82@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:16:06 AM
Attachments: January 31.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cynthia Smith
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cadillacdreams82@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cadillacdreams82@hotmail.com

January 31, 2012



Hawaii State legislator,

I am submitting my testimony in the case of SB2819, in which I am strongly opposed to. I am disappointed in the states idea to do something that  first of all changes a lot of people’s minds (including mine) to spend any or more time in the beautiful state, considering in these hard economic times and the effect it already has had on all of the countries wallets. Not to mention the idea of raising taxes on the electronic cigarettes that has helped countless citizens to stop smoking those poisonous sticks big tobacco sell. While I agree to not allow the sale to minors, it seems to be a slippery tactic to get something you want done while using minors as a shield. I am going to forward this issue to all of my friends and family to get involved and stop this from happening, or change it so it really helps the cause instead of just lining pockets.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely,

  Cynthia Elizabeth Smith



January 31, 2012 

 

Hawaii State legislator, 

I am submitting my testimony in the case of SB2819, in which I am strongly opposed to. I am 
disappointed in the states idea to do something that  first of all changes a lot of people’s minds 
(including mine) to spend any or more time in the beautiful state, considering in these hard economic 
times and the effect it already has had on all of the countries wallets. Not to mention the idea of raising 
taxes on the electronic cigarettes that has helped countless citizens to stop smoking those poisonous 
sticks big tobacco sell. While I agree to not allow the sale to minors, it seems to be a slippery tactic to 
get something you want done while using minors as a shield. I am going to forward this issue to all of my 
friends and family to get involved and stop this from happening, or change it so it really helps the cause 
instead of just lining pockets. 

 

Sincerely, 

  Cynthia Elizabeth Smith 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Voyager57@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:42:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: D. Janowitz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Voyager57@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Greetings.  I wish to oppose this bill and any restrictions on ECiggs and related products.  I smoked for
35 yrs and tried all traditional stop smoking aids without success until Ecigs came along.  I was able to
quit the first time I tried and have stayed quit for the last 1.5 yrs.  I know many others who have also
been able to quit using Ecigs.  If these are restricted I see no alternative but to resume smoking.  In
addition, I am in better health now than I can ever remember being while smoking.  Ecigs are truly a
Godsend...pls. don't restrict them.  Thank you.  D. Janowitz

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Voyager57@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: deekasi@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:28:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: D. Kasi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: deekasi@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
If you are looking for a way to bring in more revenue to the state of Hawaii, then perhaps you should
tax the things that are extremely damaging. This product is being used by many people to mitigate the
hazardous effects from smoking tobacco cigarettes. These products have much less nicotine and no tar
in them and provide a useful service to the community .

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:deekasi@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bakes75402@mypacks.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:37:32 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dale Dallman Jr.
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bakes75402@mypacks.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I dont want e-cigs sold to minors, however, they are not a tobacco product and are not another income
source for your bloated and expanding government. If you need more money, cut some of the social
programs, e-cigs are not tobacco! I smoked tobacco for 30 years. I tried to quit a dozen times and
failed. I tried using e-cigs and haven't smoked tobacco in 11 months. It worked because they are not
tobacco and breaks the hold of that drug!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bakes75402@mypacks.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: d_ake1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:59:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dale
Organization: Individual
E-mail: d_ake1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dalianeduarte@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 6:39:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daliane Duarte Rocha
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dalianeduarte@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thevvwall@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:28:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dan Ludeman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thevvwall@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I view the passing of this bill as an excuse for Hawaii to support major tobacco companies rather than
embracing the MUCH SAFER SMOKING ALTERNATIVE that is e-cigarettes. Why would you try to cripple
a company that not only stimulates your economy but also provides a safe alternative to the use of
tobacco? If you are about to tax these companies %70 of wholesale than why not tax Zyban and
Champix for the same reason? I believe the passing of this bill will only help tobacco companies. My life
has only been helped by this wonderful company and there products. I've been a non smoker for one
year and counting because of this company. If you care about my health, the health of others, and the
economy of your state you will oppose this bill.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: danijones2006@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:31:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dani jones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: danijones2006@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dano1000000@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 8:35:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Bertuleit
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dano1000000@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
To whom it may concern,

I broke a 30 year cigarette and nicotine habit through the use of electronic cigarettes, and have
remained tobacco free for over a year. I continue to use these products in a nicotine free form in the
hope that it is &quot;less harmful&quot; than my chosen alternative of returning to cigarettes.
Numerous studies from several Universities support the conclusion that these are a &quot;less
harmful&quot; alternative.

While I support the legislation with regard to restricting sales to all minors, the provisions of this bill
classifying electronic cigarettes as “tobacco products” is unfounded. Electronic cigarettes in and by
themselves contain no nicotine, although cartridges and liquid may or may not contain nicotine. Based
on this, it is clearly unfair to categorize &quot;all&quot; electronic vaporizers as “tobacco products”, as 
the classification is provably inaccurate. Enactment of this bill as written would unfairly penalize those
adults who chose to use these devices as a less harmful alternative, even if they contain no nicotine.

To my knowledge there has not been a single conclusive study showing these products cause harm,
therefore it would misguided to classify them as a tobacco product, as they have been proven to cause
harm.

Dan Bertuleit

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: danspiral@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:39:44 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Dreyer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: danspiral@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Testimony:
I have used e-cigarette products for three years. I have suffered no negative side-effects, not a cough
no shortness of breath. The money that I've saved by using these products has helped me through
these difficult years. 

My Opinion:

1. Not all e-cigs even contain nicotine let alone tobacco. That fact alone should end this bill out-of-
hand.

2.There are a wide variety of c-cigs. Many of them are bought as separate parts. There is only one part
of an e-cig that is capable of containing nicotine. The rest of the instrument could be used for a wide
array of other things. An e-cigarette has more in common with a humidifier than a cigarette. This
means that the bill is wrong to classify them the way it does and furthermore, that the bill will NOT be
enforceable. It will shut down local e-cig businesses, but people will be able to easily avoid the tax.

3. Why prohibit sales to minors? Nicotine is not conclusively dangerous. Studies show that it is not
dissimilar to caffeine which is perfectly legal to sell to minors. We can't ban e-cigs because they
&quot;look like cigarettes&quot;. Soda looks like beer. Powdered sugar looks like cocaine. Candy
cigarettes look like cigarettes. There may be good long term results from letting teens smoke e-cigs,
results that we should not write off without conclusive study.

4. This bill is obviously not designed with the well-being of the people in mind. Anyone who has used
these products knows it is born of ignorance. Most people who have read more than three sentences on
the subject agree. It will cause great resentment from the people against the state government of
Hawaii.

5. Introducing this product to a harsh new tax reeks of usery. By which I mean that people will be able
to accurately assert that the government is taxing an addictive chemical (nicotine - not a controlled
substance) and is chasing down it's users. This would look bad for obvious reasons.

6. This bill will remove Hawaii, and pave the way for removing the U.S., from this emergent market.

Please don't overreact to a new technology that you don't understand by signing this bill.
Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: djfoxymaui@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:45:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: djfoxymaui@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
All the rasons that were used to tax tobacco do not apply to this new product
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Netsyphen@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:21:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Netsyphen@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This bill would affect many people who are now healthier due to electronic cigarettes. I used to smoke
2 packs of cigarettes a day and constantly felt bad. I switched to electronic cigarettes and feel better,
can breathe better and my house, car and clothes no longer smell like smoke. If the price of this
product increases by nearly 70%, as this bill would do, I would be forced to switch back to regular
cigarettes. Increasing my risk of cancer and severely degrading my quality of life. Please oppose this
legislation and allow an excellent alternative to smoking to continue to better the lives and the lives of
the families of smokers who may in the future switch to this incredible product.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: awakenist@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:41:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Mattes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: awakenist@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
To whom it may concern,
  I've become aware of this proposed legislation and the repercussions of said bill, intended or
otherwise. I am wholeheartedly opposed to this bill as it may make these life-saving implements
unavailable to the people who need them to lead better, healthier lives.
  I first ordered an electronic cigarette from Volcano ECigs (a Hawaiian-based company that should be
held in the highest regard) over 2 years ago. Before that moment, I was smoking a pack of cigarettes a
day. When my first package from said company arrived, that was the last day I ever smoked a cigarette.
The health benefits of the electronic cigarette are truly amazing from my experience. My lung capacity
has returned to normal. I can now bicycle 50+ mile treks with no trouble. I used to have difficulties
walking down the street to drop off my mail. I would be winded just living my everyday life. I would
wake up wheezing, my house reeking of smoke, and have to be concerned about where I'd get the
money to buy a pack of smokes. (Cigarettes are around $8 a pack locally.) Instead of food, I'd buy
smokes. These sacrifices seemed worthwhile despite the fact that I was slowly poisoning and killing
myself.
  Then, I discovered electronic cigarettes! My life has changed in so many wonderful ways! I can
actually taste my food again. I have gotten myself back in shape and am quite healthy and athletic
again. My loved ones no longer have to suffer the effects of second hand smoke, nor does my dog! I
don't smell like an ashtray, and simply, I and those around me live a much better life. The cost of the
electronic cigarette is quite expensive for a normal, poor person, but the fluid to refill them is affordable
and within reach of those trying to stamp out the plague that are cigarettes.
  By imposing this tax, you are not simply gaining a small amount of revenue; you are directly,
negatively impacting the lives of not only the citizens of Hawaii, but of all the citizens of this great
nation.
  I understand that in these times of economic uncertainty that added revenue seems like a brilliant
idea. However, take into consideration the long-term healthcare impacts that come along with this little
money. Try to remember the citizens of this country who will NOT get cancer; who will live healthier,
longer lives; who will pay taxes longer and contribute more to this society by not smoking cigarettes.
The state of Hawaii should not only forget about this bill but also fully embrace the economy of
electronic cigarettes. Companies such as Volcano ECigs should be lauded for their efforts to create
American jobs with American made products that make the lives of their fellow Americans more
positive, more enjoyable, and more healthy. By over taxing these products, Americans will be forces to
purchase these life-changing products from overseas companies. I'm hesitant to say that China is going
to have the same, strict quality control over these products. They have had melamine in their baby
formula!
  Let's not outsource another emerging market to China. Let's keep these products American! A short
term cash injection is a pittance compared to the long term healthcare costs that will have to be
endured by the general populace.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: danjm58@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:47:21 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Millisor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: danjm58@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dsully1976@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 2:40:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daniel Sullivan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dsully1976@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
It's not tobacco!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: DWalki9215@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:38:00 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Darrell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: DWalki9215@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I do not see the reason to classify something that is tech. a novalty in all classes. I do agree that selling
cigs. to minor should be against the law and selling nicotine is part of the addictive process. I do not
agree that e-cigs are a tobacco product. I do not agree with the huge burden you will put on me and
my family if you begin to go after this industry to get government taxation like that...in fact, i am not
even sure the nicotine i get in this liquid is even natural. Tax something else like air that is abused by
terrorists or killers. These e-cigs are saving my life by weening me off real cigs and now you want your
hand in that?
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Darren.mckinney@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:24:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Darren McKinney
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Darren.mckinney@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This bill is truly ridiculous! To even suggest e-cigs are even comparible to traditional tobacco cigarettes
is a farce! Obviously you as a group have been misinformed! I'm beginning to question the mental
compacity of any individual in this &quot;committee&quot;! The e-cig market has helped myself along
with thousands of other individuals quit smoking/ breath easier while still maintaining nessacery nicotine
intake. To impose a 70% tax increase on the e-cig vendors in Hawaii will definantely effect future
traveling decisions not only from my household but many others as well. I truly hope this
&quot;committee&quot; can see the impact an outrageous tax increase like this will truly effect your
great state!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Mdarylpat@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:01:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Daryl Patlingrao
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Mdarylpat@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: davemurdoch1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:54:50 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dave
Organization: Individual
E-mail: davemurdoch1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This product is the only reason I am smoke free now the product works and with it use of nicotine only
I believe does not make it a tobacco product also its shape and size doesn't remind u of smoking
therefore after I eliminated the smoking of cigarettes a few monthes later I was able to stop using the
volcano cig also this is a.product america needs for its health
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: davida.fwler@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:50:59 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David A. Fowler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: davida.fwler@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have been looking forward to doing business with a company in Hawaii for some time now but if this
measure passes I will not be doing ANY business with anyone in Hawaii.  This is absolutely unfair and I
believe it is unconstitutional.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: david.allen@pcehawaii.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:28:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: david allen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: david.allen@pcehawaii.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This got me and at a least 20 plus people to quit smoking, your a fool to make something this helpful
less available.
FIGURE IT OUT KOOKS!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: david.barlow@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:32:25 PM
Attachments: sb2819-testimony.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Barlow
Organization: Individual
E-mail: david.barlow@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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Testimony Regarding SB2819�RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES �Tuesday, January 31st, 2012��My name is David Barlow. I am a resident of North Carolina and a customer of VolcanoECigs.com which is based in Honolulu, Hawaii. I am a former smoker of 1 1/4 pack a day for  17 years. I could not say "former" smoker due if it had not been for the electronic cigarette products sold by Volcano. I have been tobacco free for almost 23 months now which is the longest I have been able to do so since I began smoking. I have tried numerous times to quit, but have been met with failure each time despite using several types of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) including nicotine gum, patches and lozenges.��My father began smoking cigarettes in his early 20's. He passed away when he was 49 during an emergency bypass operation due to coronary heart disease. He tried numerous methods to quit smoking before his death but was unable to do so. I wish that electronic cigarettes had been available before he passed away as I believe they would have worked for him and he would likely still be with us. This tax would take this option away from many people, myself included.





My goal is to eventually ween myself off of nicotine completely as many other electronic cigarette users have already done. I have already come a long way toward doing so. This is something that I could not do with cigarettes.





The National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health prepared and continues to update a report entitled, "Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®)" which can be read in full at Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®) - National Cancer Institute. There are many significant quotations contained therein related to the negative health effects of smoking both to the smoker and nonsmokers via second hand smoke. It also contains findings related to the use of NRTs for the cessation of smoking.��It is obvious even to those who are smoking years off of their lives that the harmful effects of tobacco use can be devastating and highly common. As the report states, nearly 443,000 Americans die each year from smoking related illness. It is in the best interest of all Americans that the number of people who smoke tobacco products be reduced as much as possible, as soon as possible and by whatever means necessary within the bounds of common sense and the United States Constitution.��Nicotine is a powerfully addictive drug. Time Magazine reported in a June 24, 2001 article by Christine Gorman entitled, “Why It's So Hard to Quit Smoking” that the relapse rate for those who attempt to quit smoking is 75% which is similar to that of recovering alcoholics and ...... addicts. US Senator Bill Bradley (D) of New Jersey proposed legislation that would require cigarette packages to have a warning label that states, "Smoking is addictive. Once you start you may not be able to stop." Those of us who have tried to quit unsuccessfully regret the day we ever smoked our first cigarette. If the friend who gave me my first cigarette had said to me, “Not only will these things slowly kill you and reduce your quality of life, but you will know that they are doing so and will be unable to stop yourself,” I would have handed it right back.��Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals including 43 known human carcinogens. The vapor produced while using an electronic cigarette contains only 4 main ingredients: United States Pharmacopeia (USP) grade propylene glycol, USP grade vegetable glycerin, USP grade pure nicotine and food grade flavoring agents including many of the same chemicals used to flavor common food products. None of the preceding chemicals are known human carcinogens. Electronic cigarettes contain no organic particulates (smoke) or tar. They do not produce a lingering cloud of foul smelling and eye, nose, throat and lung irritating smoke. They do not cause bad breath and they do not cause staining of the teeth. They do not cause cancer, emphysema or tooth and gum disease. There is no “smoker's cough” associated with the use of electronic cigarettes because there is no particulate matter that collects in the lungs.��Many people, including medical professionals, postulate that the addiction to nicotine is only one of the components of the addiction to smoking. Smokers are also psychologically addicted to the act of smoking itself. This is where electronic cigarettes differ from other NRTs. NRTs such as Nicorette, Nicoderm, lozenges and even inhalers have an unusually high relapse rate. Conversely, anecdotal evidence and some limited scientific studies have shown that the use of electronic cigarettes as a cessation tool has a significantly higher success rate than other NRTs. A smoker feels at ease by the movements of bringing the cigarette to his mouth, taking a puff, feeling the warmth and seeing the smoke exhaled. Electronic cigarettes provide a means of NRT that also meets the criteria of the psychological addiction in addition to the chemical addiction. Many people who use electronic cigarettes are able to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke per day or even quit tobacco entirely immediately after switching to electronic cigarettes. The liquid used in electronic cigarettes can be purchased with varying doses of nicotine or no nicotine at all. This allows a new user to start at the same dose that they would be receiving from tobacco products and gradually reduce the dose over time until they no longer feel as though they need the nicotine at all. After that, they may begin to break themselves of the psychological addiction by reducing the number of times per day they use the electronic cigarette until they no longer feel the need to use it at all.��Even if a person is unable or unwilling to work toward complete cessation of nicotine use or break the psychological addiction to the act of using the device, the important thing to realize is that they are no longer using a product that is known to cause nearly 443,000 deaths per year in America and is a significant risk to public health at large.��I fully support the measure to prohibit the sale of any nicotine containing product to minors. The vast majority of electronic cigarette retailers require age verification prior to purchase and refuse to sell their products, even those products that are nicotine free, to those under the age of 18. I applaud this practice and the show of responsibility those retailers have voluntarily displayed. I do not think any electronic cigarette retailer or consumer would be opposed to a measure that wrote into law a practice that is already being followed. However, I am in strong opposition to the classifying of electronic cigarettes as “tobacco products” for the purposes of taxation. Electronic cigarettes are in no way, shape or form a tobacco product. They are more closely related to other smoking cessation aids and NRTs such as Nicoderm patches and Nicorette gum. The nicotine delivery system used by electronic cigarettes does in no way involve the burning of chemical laden organic tobacco leaves for the purposes of producing tar which collects in the lungs and transfers nicotine to the bloodstream. Instead, USP grade, hygroscopic, propylene glycol is used to collect water vapor which is inhaled into the lungs or held in the mouth to transfer nicotine into the bloodstream.��It is my opinion that the State of Hawaii and all other States should view the use of electronic cigarettes as a useful tool to help those who are addicted to nicotine discontinue smoking tobacco products. Doing so could indeed lead to a reduction in the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths which would in turn put less strain on the medical industry, health insurance industry and demonstrate that the State takes the basic principles of the inalienable right of all People to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. It could result in the citizens of Hawaii leading longer, higher quality lives free of the dangers associated with inhaling tobacco smoke including those who do not smoke themselves, but rather are exposed to the smoke second hand.��I am unaware of any State or National laws that classify Nicorette, Nicoderm or other NRTs as tobacco products for the purposes of taxation and I see no reason that electronic cigarettes should be singled out in this regard. Doing so will certainly be devastating to the electronic cigarette industry. Due to the nature of electronic cigarette, many users view them as a gadget and thus purchase their supplies via the internet. With a tax on electronic cigarettes equal to that of tobacco cigarettes, Hawaii based electronic cigarette retailers and producers such as Volcano would have absolutely no chance of competing in the marketplace. Customers of Volcano and other Hawaii based retailers would easily switch to a retailer based in another State or even in another country where no such restrictive taxation were present if the cost of electronic cigarette products were to drastically increase as proposed by this measure. Hawaii based retailers would be forced to relocate to other states in order to continue business. The jobs that this new industry has created would be lost and gone from Hawaii. The property, income and sales taxes associated with these companies would be lost to Hawaii.��Most importantly, the State of Hawaii legislature would appear to be making an announcement to the people who call Hawaii home that their representatives do not care that the smokers of Hawaii have found a method to help them discontinue slowly killing themselves and harming their bodies. The measure as presented would declare that the State of Hawaii only wants its residents to put dollars in the treasury whether it be from destroying their health or improving it. I believe that treating the two as equals is not in the best interest of the State or its citizens.





My wife and I have vacationed in the beautiful state of Hawaii several times, but passage of this bill will ensure that we do not again. You have sent the message that we are not welcome and if we do visit, you are going to bleed every cent you can from us. I hope and will encourage the citizens of Hawaii to  voice similar opposition with their votes during upcoming elections.��I implore each and every one of you to put the lives and well being of your citizens first and the need or desire to collect taxes on a potentially life saving, extending and improving product far behind. Please be brave enough to set the standard for the rest of the Country in showing that you are not willing to allow taxation to prevent people who wish to better themselves from doing so. There is certainly a need to keep nicotine products out of the hands of children and I applaud you for taking steps toward that goal. However, doing so by taxing electronic cigarettes into extinction is not the most prudent way of going about it.��I thank you for your time and sincerely hope you take my words to heart. 




Testimony Regarding SB2819 
RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES  
Tuesday, January 31st, 2012 
 
My name is David Barlow. I am a resident of North Carolina and a customer of VolcanoECigs.com 
which is based in Honolulu, Hawaii. I am a former smoker of 1 1/4 pack a day for  17 years. I could not 
say "former" smoker due if it had not been for the electronic cigarette products sold by Volcano. I have 
been tobacco free for almost 23 months now which is the longest I have been able to do so since I 
began smoking. I have tried numerous times to quit, but have been met with failure each time despite 
using several types of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) including nicotine gum, patches and 
lozenges. 
 
My father began smoking cigarettes in his early 20's. He passed away when he was 49 during an 
emergency bypass operation due to coronary heart disease. He tried numerous methods to quit smoking 
before his death but was unable to do so. I wish that electronic cigarettes had been available before he 
passed away as I believe they would have worked for him and he would likely still be with us. This tax 
would take this option away from many people, myself included. 
 
My goal is to eventually ween myself off of nicotine completely as many other electronic cigarette users 
have already done. I have already come a long way toward doing so. This is something that I could not 
do with cigarettes. 
 
The National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health prepared and continues to update a 
report entitled, "Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®)" which can be read in full 
at Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®) - National Cancer Institute. There are 
many significant quotations contained therein related to the negative health effects of smoking both to 
the smoker and nonsmokers via second hand smoke. It also contains findings related to the use of NRTs 
for the cessation of smoking. 
 
It is obvious even to those who are smoking years off of their lives that the harmful effects of tobacco 
use can be devastating and highly common. As the report states, nearly 443,000 Americans die each 
year from smoking related illness. It is in the best interest of all Americans that the number of people 
who smoke tobacco products be reduced as much as possible, as soon as possible and by whatever 
means necessary within the bounds of common sense and the United States Constitution. 
 
Nicotine is a powerfully addictive drug. Time Magazine reported in a June 24, 2001 article by Christine 
Gorman entitled, “Why It's So Hard to Quit Smoking” that the relapse rate for those who attempt to quit 
smoking is 75% which is similar to that of recovering alcoholics and ...... addicts. US Senator Bill 
Bradley (D) of New Jersey proposed legislation that would require cigarette packages to have a warning 
label that states, "Smoking is addictive. Once you start you may not be able to stop." Those of us who 
have tried to quit unsuccessfully regret the day we ever smoked our first cigarette. If the friend who 
gave me my first cigarette had said to me, “Not only will these things slowly kill you and reduce your 
quality of life, but you will know that they are doing so and will be unable to stop yourself,” I would 
have handed it right back. 
 
Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals including 43 known human carcinogens. The vapor 
produced while using an electronic cigarette contains only 4 main ingredients: United States 



Pharmacopeia (USP) grade propylene glycol, USP grade vegetable glycerin, USP grade pure nicotine 
and food grade flavoring agents including many of the same chemicals used to flavor common food 
products. None of the preceding chemicals are known human carcinogens. Electronic cigarettes contain 
no organic particulates (smoke) or tar. They do not produce a lingering cloud of foul smelling and eye, 
nose, throat and lung irritating smoke. They do not cause bad breath and they do not cause staining of 
the teeth. They do not cause cancer, emphysema or tooth and gum disease. There is no “smoker's 
cough” associated with the use of electronic cigarettes because there is no particulate matter that 
collects in the lungs. 
 
Many people, including medical professionals, postulate that the addiction to nicotine is only one of the 
components of the addiction to smoking. Smokers are also psychologically addicted to the act of 
smoking itself. This is where electronic cigarettes differ from other NRTs. NRTs such as Nicorette, 
Nicoderm, lozenges and even inhalers have an unusually high relapse rate. Conversely, anecdotal 
evidence and some limited scientific studies have shown that the use of electronic cigarettes as a 
cessation tool has a significantly higher success rate than other NRTs. A smoker feels at ease by the 
movements of bringing the cigarette to his mouth, taking a puff, feeling the warmth and seeing the 
smoke exhaled. Electronic cigarettes provide a means of NRT that also meets the criteria of the 
psychological addiction in addition to the chemical addiction. Many people who use electronic 
cigarettes are able to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke per day or even quit tobacco entirely 
immediately after switching to electronic cigarettes. The liquid used in electronic cigarettes can be 
purchased with varying doses of nicotine or no nicotine at all. This allows a new user to start at the 
same dose that they would be receiving from tobacco products and gradually reduce the dose over time 
until they no longer feel as though they need the nicotine at all. After that, they may begin to break 
themselves of the psychological addiction by reducing the number of times per day they use the 
electronic cigarette until they no longer feel the need to use it at all. 
 
Even if a person is unable or unwilling to work toward complete cessation of nicotine use or break the 
psychological addiction to the act of using the device, the important thing to realize is that they are no 
longer using a product that is known to cause nearly 443,000 deaths per year in America and is a 
significant risk to public health at large. 
 
I fully support the measure to prohibit the sale of any nicotine containing product to minors. The vast 
majority of electronic cigarette retailers require age verification prior to purchase and refuse to sell their 
products, even those products that are nicotine free, to those under the age of 18. I applaud this practice 
and the show of responsibility those retailers have voluntarily displayed. I do not think any electronic 
cigarette retailer or consumer would be opposed to a measure that wrote into law a practice that is 
already being followed. However, I am in strong opposition to the classifying of electronic cigarettes as 
“tobacco products” for the purposes of taxation. Electronic cigarettes are in no way, shape or form a 
tobacco product. They are more closely related to other smoking cessation aids and NRTs such as 
Nicoderm patches and Nicorette gum. The nicotine delivery system used by electronic cigarettes does in 
no way involve the burning of chemical laden organic tobacco leaves for the purposes of producing tar 
which collects in the lungs and transfers nicotine to the bloodstream. Instead, USP grade, hygroscopic, 
propylene glycol is used to collect water vapor which is inhaled into the lungs or held in the mouth to 
transfer nicotine into the bloodstream. 
 
It is my opinion that the State of Hawaii and all other States should view the use of electronic cigarettes 
as a useful tool to help those who are addicted to nicotine discontinue smoking tobacco products. Doing 



so could indeed lead to a reduction in the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths which would 
in turn put less strain on the medical industry, health insurance industry and demonstrate that the State 
takes the basic principles of the inalienable right of all People to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness. It could result in the citizens of Hawaii leading longer, higher quality lives free of the 
dangers associated with inhaling tobacco smoke including those who do not smoke themselves, but 
rather are exposed to the smoke second hand. 
 
I am unaware of any State or National laws that classify Nicorette, Nicoderm or other NRTs as tobacco 
products for the purposes of taxation and I see no reason that electronic cigarettes should be singled out 
in this regard. Doing so will certainly be devastating to the electronic cigarette industry. Due to the 
nature of electronic cigarette, many users view them as a gadget and thus purchase their supplies via the 
internet. With a tax on electronic cigarettes equal to that of tobacco cigarettes, Hawaii based electronic 
cigarette retailers and producers such as Volcano would have absolutely no chance of competing in the 
marketplace. Customers of Volcano and other Hawaii based retailers would easily switch to a retailer 
based in another State or even in another country where no such restrictive taxation were present if the 
cost of electronic cigarette products were to drastically increase as proposed by this measure. Hawaii 
based retailers would be forced to relocate to other states in order to continue business. The jobs that 
this new industry has created would be lost and gone from Hawaii. The property, income and sales 
taxes associated with these companies would be lost to Hawaii. 
 
Most importantly, the State of Hawaii legislature would appear to be making an announcement to the 
people who call Hawaii home that their representatives do not care that the smokers of Hawaii have 
found a method to help them discontinue slowly killing themselves and harming their bodies. The 
measure as presented would declare that the State of Hawaii only wants its residents to put dollars in 
the treasury whether it be from destroying their health or improving it. I believe that treating the two as 
equals is not in the best interest of the State or its citizens. 
 
My wife and I have vacationed in the beautiful state of Hawaii several times, but passage of this bill 
will ensure that we do not again. You have sent the message that we are not welcome and if we do visit, 
you are going to bleed every cent you can from us. I hope and will encourage the citizens of Hawaii to  
voice similar opposition with their votes during upcoming elections. 
 
I implore each and every one of you to put the lives and well being of your citizens first and the need or 
desire to collect taxes on a potentially life saving, extending and improving product far behind. Please 
be brave enough to set the standard for the rest of the Country in showing that you are not willing to 
allow taxation to prevent people who wish to better themselves from doing so. There is certainly a need 
to keep nicotine products out of the hands of children and I applaud you for taking steps toward that 
goal. However, doing so by taxing electronic cigarettes into extinction is not the most prudent way of 
going about it. 
 
I thank you for your time and sincerely hope you take my words to heart.  
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Submitted by: david ciastko
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Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Edmondson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: djedmondson@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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To whom it may concern,

[bookmark: _GoBack]	I am opposed to the law that you are intending to pass regarding the sale of electronic cigarette products. While I am all for the concept of not selling this product to minors and I believe that those that violate this law should be held responsible and accountable for their actions.  I smoked for 22 years and started when I was 12. I have been using an electronic cigarette for over 2 months now have NO DESIRE to ever touch a cigarette, cigar, pipe, or chewing tobacco. Furthermore, I wanted to state the majority of the electronic cigarettes I purchase are not tobacco flavored, do not contain tobacco and do not contain nicotine. To classify them in the same category as tobacco products would be a gross generalization.  By passing this bill you are in essence taking away an economical source for those that are finally finding an alternative to tobacco addictions. 





Thank you for your time in reading this,



David J. Edmondson



To whom it may concern, 

 I am opposed to the law that you are intending to pass regarding the sale of electronic cigarette 
products. While I am all for the concept of not selling this product to minors and I believe that those that 
violate this law should be held responsible and accountable for their actions.  I smoked for 22 years and 
started when I was 12. I have been using an electronic cigarette for over 2 months now have NO DESIRE 
to ever touch a cigarette, cigar, pipe, or chewing tobacco. Furthermore, I wanted to state the majority of 
the electronic cigarettes I purchase are not tobacco flavored, do not contain tobacco and do not contain 
nicotine. To classify them in the same category as tobacco products would be a gross generalization.  By 
passing this bill you are in essence taking away an economical source for those that are finally finding an 
alternative to tobacco addictions.  

 

 

Thank you for your time in reading this, 

 

David J. Edmondson 
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Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Eleidjian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bigbird.edu@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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Testimony AGAINST Bill to classify e-cigarettes as a “tobacco product.”

I have used the electronic cigarette and I used it to quit smoking. The reasons why I like the electronic cigarette are this; they taste better, I feel healthier, I save more money buying refillable cartridges and flavored liquids than I do buying packs of cigarettes. Excess taxation is unfair and unconstitutional, and to classify a product that does not contain a fraction of the chemicals that are found in cigarettes, is ridiculous and downright childish. Instead of being open minded to a product that could save thousands of lives, put tobacco companies out of business, and reduce the risk of CHILDREN breathing in second hand smoke, our government wants to drive out the e-cig community by creating unnecessary tax.

Why should there be a tax in the first place? If you’re going to classify it as a tobacco product that’s fine, but taxation under what the tobacco companies get taxed is just another way our trusty “government” cares about the PEOPLES well-being. Allowing this Bill to pass will instill that our government doesn’t care, and that they just want more money. Instead tax tobacco companies MORE, provide government funding to R&D departments within the ecig companies so they can do the research necessary and provide a product that CAN be classified as a smoking cessation, AND provide a healthier alternative for those who actually DO enjoy smoking and who prefer to continue. 

Allowing the Bill to pass will drive the e-cig companies out of business and provoke people to smoke real cigarettes again, and guess what? THAT would lead to HIGHER death rates, HIGHER tobacco sales, and guess who wins? The tobacco companies and our corrupt government for allowing TAXATION that is unfair, and unconstitutional. 

The product already restricts sales to minors, yes the argument stands that the kids can still get them, but the same applies to tobacco products. A kid can sneak a cigarette from the parents or have someone else buy them, but what if the one thing that they are trying to sneak doesn’t kill them? A teen still has access to alcohol TO THIS DAY, and taxing alcohol reduces underage drinking? Taxing something doesn’t mean the underlying issue is solved, it just causes more issues. LAYOFFS, BUSINESSES SHUTTING DOWN, AND A BREAKTHROUGH SMOKING CESSATION NEVER GET CONSIDERED OR REFINED.

A “gateway product”? Might as well say chocolate cake is a “gateway product” that leads to consumption of other sugar products, which leads to obesity related death and other illnesses, so maybe we should start taxing Hostess more, or Pepperidge Farm, or other candy products. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]STOP THE NONSENSE THERE IS NO NEED FOR TAXATION, we see through the smoke and mirrors. 



Testimony AGAINST Bill to classify e-cigarettes as a “tobacco product.” 

I have used the electronic cigarette and I used it to quit smoking. The reasons why I like the 
electronic cigarette are this; they taste better, I feel healthier, I save more money buying 
refillable cartridges and flavored liquids than I do buying packs of cigarettes. Excess taxation is 
unfair and unconstitutional, and to classify a product that does not contain a fraction of the 
chemicals that are found in cigarettes, is ridiculous and downright childish. Instead of being 
open minded to a product that could save thousands of lives, put tobacco companies out of 
business, and reduce the risk of CHILDREN breathing in second hand smoke, our government 
wants to drive out the e-cig community by creating unnecessary tax. 

Why should there be a tax in the first place? If you’re going to classify it as a tobacco product 
that’s fine, but taxation under what the tobacco companies get taxed is just another way our 
trusty “government” cares about the PEOPLES well-being. Allowing this Bill to pass will instill 
that our government doesn’t care, and that they just want more money. Instead tax tobacco 
companies MORE, provide government funding to R&D departments within the ecig companies 
so they can do the research necessary and provide a product that CAN be classified as a 
smoking cessation, AND provide a healthier alternative for those who actually DO enjoy 
smoking and who prefer to continue.  

Allowing the Bill to pass will drive the e-cig companies out of business and provoke people to 
smoke real cigarettes again, and guess what? THAT would lead to HIGHER death rates, HIGHER 
tobacco sales, and guess who wins? The tobacco companies and our corrupt government for 
allowing TAXATION that is unfair, and unconstitutional.  

The product already restricts sales to minors, yes the argument stands that the kids can still get 
them, but the same applies to tobacco products. A kid can sneak a cigarette from the parents or 
have someone else buy them, but what if the one thing that they are trying to sneak doesn’t kill 
them? A teen still has access to alcohol TO THIS DAY, and taxing alcohol reduces underage 
drinking? Taxing something doesn’t mean the underlying issue is solved, it just causes more 
issues. LAYOFFS, BUSINESSES SHUTTING DOWN, AND A BREAKTHROUGH SMOKING CESSATION 
NEVER GET CONSIDERED OR REFINED. 

A “gateway product”? Might as well say chocolate cake is a “gateway product” that leads to 
consumption of other sugar products, which leads to obesity related death and other illnesses, 
so maybe we should start taxing Hostess more, or Pepperidge Farm, or other candy products.  

STOP THE NONSENSE THERE IS NO NEED FOR TAXATION, we see through the smoke and 
mirrors.  
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Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Dear Committee members,

As a person who has used an electronic cigarette for almost 2 years as a safer alternative to smoking
tobacco cigarettes; I strongly request that you vote against Measure SB2819. And here's why;

While I agree that nicotine products should not be sold to minors, exorbitant tax provisions would not
only destroy existing e-cigarette companies in HI, but would prevent businesses from developing there
in the future, and would prompt most/all e-cigarette consumers in HI (now and in the future) to
purchase e-cigarette products online or by mail order from out-of-state, making it infeasible for the HI
Rev Dept to collect taxes on these purchases.

Bottom line, it could cost the HI Revenue Dept more to try collecting the tax than the revenue it would
bring in.

Electronic cigarettes only contain nicotine, a base, and flavoring. They do not contain tobacco, do not
cause cancer and emphysema, and do not affect others with second hand “smoke” because they
produce vapor, not smoke.

The reason for high taxation on cigarettes and other tobacco products is to offset the cost of health-
care accrued from the damage caused by those products. Since electronic cigarettes do not cause the
diseases that traditional tobacco products cause, it makes no sense to raise taxes on them to offset
non-existent costs to society.

The goal of the electronic cigarette community is to help smokers find a healthier alternative to smoking
which saves lives and reduces the financial and human cost that traditional tobacco consumption
causes. The pharmaceutical industry has failed to produce an effective product for smokers who have
trouble quitting. Curtailing the purchase and use of healthier alternatives by informed adults will only
drive those smokers back to tobacco use and eventual death.

MY STORY
-----------------
I personally switched to e-cigarettes on March 29, 2010 (my daughter's 8th birthday). I'd been smoking
analog cigarettes since I was 14, I'm now 48. I'd gotten to the point that I was smoking a pack a day.
I'd tried other means of quitting; the gum, the patch, cold turkey, and hypnosis, nothing worked.

One day, a couple weeks before my daughters birthday, I walked into a smoke shop here in west San
Jose, CA to pick up a carton of smokes, and as I was opening the door I noticed a small sign I hadn't
seen before. It simply stated, “Ask us about our new Electronic Cigarette.&quot; So I did just that, and
the store owner explained what it was, and how it worked. I asked quite a few question, i.e.,
&quot;Would it help me to stop smoking? His response was, &quot;It's not meant to, it's meant to be a
safer alternative.&quot; That's what sold me, SAFER! Within those two weeks, my daughter asked me
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again, &quot;Will you quit 'smoking'  for my birthday?&quot;. She's asked this multiple times before. But
this time my response was different, &quot;YES&quot;, I said. The look on her face was priceless, then
she turned away slightly and put her hands to her face. I asked what's wrong as I turned her back
toward me, she had tears rolling down her checks. All she said was &quot;Daddy…Thank You!…Thank
You!&quot; Being a dad, I couldn't help but get a bit emotional too.

Being able to say that to her, effected me on multiple levels. All of which are positives;.
Knowing that I'd overcome something that has been a burden for 3/4 of my life
Not subjecting my friends and family to second-hand smoke
Not smelling like cigarette smoke
Being able to smell all the wonderful, and not so wonderful smells around me
Being able to taste the food that now tastes even better
Being able to run/walk up a set of stairs and not be winded
Saving money (since quitting, 675 days ago, I've saved over $4,046.00)
Giving my daughter a kiss good-night and having her say, &quot;You smell like wintergreen
Lifesaver&quot;, then giggling!
-----------------

In closing, please do the right thing. Completely understand the full ramifications of Measure SB2819,
then vote against it!

Sincerely,

David Embrey
ddembrey@mac.com
San Jose, CA
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Comments:
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Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
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Submitted by: David Hess
Organization: Individual
E-mail: i1digiboy@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up
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Comments:
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Submitted by: David Johnson
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Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Because e-cigs are better for my health
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To: WAM Testimony
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Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Livingston
Organization: Individual
E-mail: davelivingston50@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
If this Bill passes it will have various side effects on Hawaii. Some of these effects are....Less tourist
visiting Hawaii. I personally would think twice about going to Hawaii if I knew there was going to be a
Tax on Electronic Cigs. Here in Las Vegas there is no such tax. Also, local business such as Volcano E
Cigs will suffer because I would NOT pay a tax on the E Cigs they sell, therefore they would lose my
business. Please take this into consideration before voting on this Bill. Thank you!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
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Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:53:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Lowmiller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dlowmiller@mail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
E-cigarettes are a safer and healthier alternative to tobacco cigarettes that many individuals are using to
live longer and healthier lives these days.  A number of people have switched to this alternative simply
because the cost of manufacture for these products is lower than tobacco cigarettes and, as a result,
they are more affordable.  To tax them as a &quot;tobacco product&quot; will surely deter a number of
future individuals from making this switch for that purpose and it will be at the cost of these
unfortunate individuals' health, or more likely, their very lives.  Passing a bill to falsely label e-cigarettes
as &quot;tobacco products&quot; for taxation purposes could very well send a message to the people
that the government is more concerned with taxing them for products that they are, in fact, not
purchasing than they are with the quality of their lives.  Furthermore, considering that these products
contain no tobacco, to knowingly falsify the labels as &quot;tobacco products&quot; makes me question
just how concerned the government is with the well-being of minors when they clearly have no issues
with reinforcing for them the idea that lying to others to get what they want is acceptable and has their
stamp of approval on it.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: david.mckeehen@usmc.mil
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:57:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: david mckeehen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: david.mckeehen@usmc.mil
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:david.mckeehen@usmc.mil


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: davidsouza3@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:34:13 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Souza III
Organization: Individual
E-mail: davidsouza3@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
What you government officials are doing is wrong. you can't just make up your own conclusions about
something you don't know about if you can prove that this ecigs are  indeed tobacco them you would
have all rights to impose a tax upon this product . you conduct the test and research the product or just
leave us ecig vapors alone . stop digging your hands into the publics pockets . you all tax the hell out of
everything take from the people who have deep pockets and leave us people who are just getting bye
alone think about us who are taking the next step to getting the real cigarettes out of this country and
want to puff on water vapor instead of chemicals that will kill you, oh wait the tobacco companies are
probably pushing you government people to do this bribe cheat and lie. PONO do what is right Aloha a
concerned e-cig vapor have a nice day

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:davidsouza3@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: d.a.taitano@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:51:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: david taitano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: d.a.taitano@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
don't pass this....

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:d.a.taitano@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dwrobo@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 9:05:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David Wroblewski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dwrobo@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dwrobo@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: davidkreece@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:58:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: David
Organization: Individual
E-mail: davidkreece@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I quit smoking several years ago, have tried multiple electronic cigarette brands. Volcano E-Cigs is the
only brand that works the way I want it to, and this bill could force them to close down. This will
negatively impact my life severely, please do not let it pass.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:davidkreece@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mrpolebenda@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:55:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: davin chung
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mrpolebenda@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mrpolebenda@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: daburtons74@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:58:22 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dawn burton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: daburtons74@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
leave us alone already!!!! stop taxing us for every god damn thing!!!!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:daburtons74@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dawningo@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:27:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dawning McGinnis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dawningo@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I started vaping to stop smoking cigarettes and it has worked. I am unable to afford more than I pay for
this healthier alternative. Taxing vaporizing would make people who are struggling to quit smoking and
using vaporizing as an alternative start smoking again. If it is more expensive and it takes actual will
power to not smoke even with vaporizing then why wouldn't people just go back to cigarettes?
Cigarettes will kill me if I go back to them but states that see dollar signs at a new product to tax make
me realize that they do not care about the individual who is trying to better themselves and their way of
life and in addition to the idividual states who tax a business like this also do not care about their states
successful small businesses. Please do not make me smoke cigarettes and die! Please do not force a
small business out of business. Think about the people you will be hurting with this tax.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:dawningo@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dmkaluahine@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 10:19:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dayna kaluahine
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dmkaluahine@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dmkaluahine@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dino454@clearwire.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:44:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dean kobayashi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dino454@clearwire.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
best product that helped me kick my pack and a half cigarette habit! 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dino454@clearwire.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mscapri7@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:37:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: debbie smith
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mscapri7@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mscapri7@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: debbieduffy6969@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:31:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: deborah duffy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: debbieduffy6969@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
unfair to adults who are trying to quit smoking. many people will not be able to afford to buy supplies if
this Bill is passed

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:debbieduffy6969@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: blondebitch5825@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:44:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Deborah Forsythe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: blondebitch5825@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I support all efforts to prevent minors from smoking however this bill is unfair to those of us who have
quit smoking using electronic cigarettes. It will also deter others from quitting due to the higher cost if
they are unfairly taxed as a tabbacco product. They are not and there is no reason for them to be taxed
as such.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:blondebitch5825@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: debi_Konopka@Comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:00:57 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Deborah Konopka
Organization: Individual
E-mail: debi_Konopka@Comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:debi_Konopka@Comcast.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dougdebbelcher@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:36:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Debra Belcher
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dougdebbelcher@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It seems like legislation would support a non-tobacco product instead of trying to tax it. A tobacco
product should contain tobacco. Electronic cigs do not contain tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dougdebbelcher@bellsouth.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sailor54@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:16:18 PM
Attachments: Letter of Opposing e-cig tax.odt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Del Ackels
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sailor54@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:sailor54@comcast.net



1/30/2012



I am absolutely apposed to this bill.  I can understand restricting e-cigarettes to adults but not taxing e-cigarette supply and devices.  The e-cigarette for me has helped immensely with quitting smoking.  My nicotine consumption has been significantly reduced as well.  Perhaps tax only the nicotine additive would be a viable alternative?  





Thank you for listening





Sincerely, Del Ackels



1/30/2012 
 
I am absolutely apposed to this bill.  I can understand restricting e-cigarettes to adults but not taxing e-
cigarette supply and devices.  The e-cigarette for me has helped immensely with quitting smoking.  My 
nicotine consumption has been significantly reduced as well.  Perhaps tax only the nicotine additive would 
be a viable alternative?   
 
 
Thank you for listening 
 
 
Sincerely, Del Ackels 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: della760@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:09:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Della Kirtley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: della760@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I strongly oppose this bill

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:della760@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dkaehu@hetinc.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:51:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: denise kaehu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dkaehu@hetinc.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Really!!
Why can't you people support something that is better than regular cigarettes.  You block us anyway
you can and it needs to STOP!!!!!!!!!!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dkaehu@hetinc.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: denniskjkim@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:32:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dennis kim
Organization: Individual
E-mail: denniskjkim@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:denniskjkim@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: denniskjkim@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:32:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dennis kim
Organization: Individual
E-mail: denniskjkim@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:denniskjkim@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cobled@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:49:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Derek Coble
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cobled@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cobled@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kochi@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:50:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Derek Kochi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kochi@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: derektt210@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:01:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Derek Teruya
Organization: Individual
E-mail: derektt210@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: changdman65@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 12:44:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: derrick chang
Organization: Individual
E-mail: changdman65@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: puakahea@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:01:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Desiree Kaluahine
Organization: Individual
E-mail: puakahea@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hi_girl182@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:06:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Desiree Weingartner
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hi_girl182@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: destrynaparan@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:48:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: destry naparan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: destrynaparan@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:destrynaparan@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dbroome96734808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:43:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Devon Broome
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dbroome96734808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: devon.cogswell@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:11:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: devon cogswell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: devon.cogswell@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
As an electronic cigarette user and a citizen of the united states I feel it is grossly unfair to tax
electronic cigarettes as if they were actually tobacco related which by the FDA's standards they are not.
This is a terrible attempt to hide a tax for a product behind the noble deed of prohibiting nicotine
products to minors and the legislators behind this bill should be ashamed of themselves for thinking
they could manipulate the system in such a manner. I oppose this bill strongly.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: emaledex@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 1:04:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dexter burns
Organization: Individual
E-mail: emaledex@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: balooly1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:57:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Diane Gregurich
Organization: Individual
E-mail: balooly1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I agree it should not be sold to minors because of the nicotine but this ecig does not contain any
tobacco at all and therefore should not be taxed as such. I have used ecigs for 2 years now and have
quit smoking real cigarettes. In fact I can't stand the smell of the real ones. This could cause
unintended consequences meaning that alot of people will go back to smoking real cigarettes with the
1000+ chemicals

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jly1193@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 3:47:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Diane Horowitz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jly1193@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I do not live in Hawaii. However, should this bill get passed, it will only be a matter of time before it
affects other states. There is no reason whatsoever to treat electronic cigarettes and any related
accessories as a tobacco product. I see no difference with these electronic units to using nicotine gum,
lozenges, patches, etc. It is just a different delivery system. I can't help but wonder if the government
and pharmaceutical companies are threatened by the success rate of e-cigarettes; smokers are quitting
smoking analog cigarettes by the hundreds,if not thousands, by using these electronic devices. I am one
of the many who have successfully stopped smoking  because of electronic cigarettes. No other method
has worked for me. Do not punish these companies by taxing these units like tobacco products. They
are NOT tobacco products!!!!Stop being so greedy!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dlu@mrwlaw.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:59:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Diane Uwekoolani
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dlu@mrwlaw.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dlu@mrwlaw.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: c195068@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:22:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Diego Corrales
Organization: Individual
E-mail: c195068@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:c195068@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dfariaudo@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:15:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Domenic Ariaudo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dfariaudo@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dfariaudo@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: DomLewis1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:10:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dominique Lewis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: DomLewis1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:DomLewis1@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kapolei8082000@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:59:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dominique Topinio
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kapolei8082000@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Really!!
Why can't you people support something that is better than regular cigarettes.  You block us anyway
you can and it needs to STOP!!!!!!!!!!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: donkona64@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:20:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: donald izumigawa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: donkona64@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:donkona64@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: don.johnson@united.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:12:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Donald Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: don.johnson@united.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:don.johnson@united.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: msquacker@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:11:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Donna
Organization: Individual
E-mail: msquacker@hawaiiantel.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Thanks to Volcano e-cigs, I have been smoke-free for a year this month. I feel better, no more
coughing, &amp; I can breath much more easily. If it weren't for these e-cigs, I know I would still be
smoking tobacco because I loved to smoke. Now I don't have to. I can vape instead.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:msquacker@hawaiiantel.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: donovan.brianna@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:55:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: donovan agustin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: donovan.brianna@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:donovan.brianna@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tatlidat@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:39:27 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: doug torres
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tatlidat@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!
That is why I switched from reg cigarettes. I am feeling a lot healthier.

Please do not hinder peoples chances of a healthier choice at significant cost savings, particularly during
this economic time we live in.

Mahalo!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tatlidat@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: drjprescott@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:39:20 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dr. Jack Prescott
Organization: Individual
E-mail: drjprescott@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am a practicing Psychiatrist and am currently in the process of conducting a study on electronic
cigarettes. I have found nothing harmful in them and find it ludicrous to add tax that would encourage
people to resume the old habit of smoking. Smoking cause litter (cigarette butts), lung cancer, heart
disease and a variety of other primary and secondary issues both to the user and those present.
Electronic cigarettes cause none of these. It is logical to encourage a transition to Electronic Cigarettes
rather than make it more difficult. The bill should only state that Electronic Cigarettes no longer go by
that name. Perhaps Electronic Vapors would be more appropriate and also require a warning label
stating that nicotine is a highly addictive substance. Of course, underage sale to minors should be fined
heavily

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ncd243@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:53:41 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dr. Nathan C. Davis, II
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ncd243@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Honorable Gentkemen:
This critical bill has come to my attention both as a user and recommender of the ekectronic cigarette
(ES). I personelly am more aware rhan most regarding thr hazards of smoking is ANY form and am
professionally against it. Having said that, I am akso prsonally aware the smoking is most addicting;
some believe as much as cocaine. In the Army, I was more concerned of dying from a
&quot;lead&quot; overdose than nicotine, and the cigs hekped me far more than hurt. Yes, I survived
the Army but not without a 100% physical disability. I knew I had to quit for how could I honestly
counsel others to do waht I could not? I &quot;found* a better solutionuse an ALTERNATE device that
gives ME the control big tobacco could or would not. I tapered doen using &quot;Volcano&quot; brand
to no nicotine, just the flavor! In our symposiums, alternatives were simply never discussed-with
tobacco reps there, we were always given. Status report, but never a VICTORY report! Ecigs ARE a
victory; against-fires, secondhand smoke, allergenic responses and so forth, Taxing this success story is
big government at its best-this is not broken and needs no meddlimg. People WILL return to smoking,
they will continue all the destructive bahaviors if it just is no konger a prosperous event. I believe a vote
for taxation is one against the winners and people whe model after them. To me, this is an issue. Of
checbook versus health. What will the future legacy say of your courage? Would it not be grand to say
logic was a simple choice?

Blessings,
A Concerned Doctor,

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: themudgod@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:33:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dustin Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: themudgod@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
This is not a Tobacco product and helps people quit killing themselves, SHAME ON YOU.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dustinmercer189@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:59:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dustin mercer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dustinmercer189@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is not tobacco this is nicotine and should be treated as such. If taxation is passed on this so should
it be passed on nicotine patches, gum and etc that are being sold. Electronic cigarettes are a way to
have a sensation of smoking without all the chemicals that can cause cancer. Viewing this as tobacco, in
my opinion, and taxing it as such would mean it is grown in a field; sprayed with many chemicals;
collected then processed with even more chemicals than cause even more harm.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: megamule126@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:02:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: dwayne shimizu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: megamule126@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
nah, man.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dylan299@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:45:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dylan R
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dylan299@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Allow sale of electronic cigarettes but not to minors.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dylan299@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dyron.mack@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:27:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dyron Mack
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dyron.mack@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
please do not tax the ecigs. the are a safer than then regular cigs.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: eddie@portabletubes.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:26:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eddie Willers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: eddie@portabletubes.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Ladies &amp; Gentlemen of the Hawaii Legislature.

This is an ill-conceived bill that will do much damage to the cause of 'harm reduction' as it relates to
tobacco.

It will deny tobacco users a safer alternative to burning and inhaling tobacco leaf - something that
causes many known health and environmental issues.

The e-cigarette has the potential to offer a demonstrably safer method of nicotine delivery and may be
also used as a tobacco cessation aid.

The e-cigarette industry provides an urgently needed economic boost to the US economy, and could
see manufacturing being moved back from China to the USA.

I do not support the sale of these products to minors - but existing legislation already covers the
prohibition of such sales.

However, placing such a heavy burden of taxation on the nascent e-cigarette industry will cause users
to switch back to tobacco (which is patently undesirable from a health and environmental perspective)
and severely damage a growing industry.

As an e-cigarette user (and former smoker), I can personally testify to the efficacy of these devices.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: eddien22@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:23:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: eddie
Organization: Individual
E-mail: eddien22@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Taxing electronic cigarettes is completely unfair. We should be proud that ecigs are around now and
creating healthier lives to those who smoked. We should be supporting companies that help to build a
healthier USA not punishing them with government regulated taxes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:eddien22@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: drd.sngn@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:20:52 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Edouard P. Sanguin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: drd.sngn@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!
That is why I switched from reg cigarettes. I am feeling a lot healthier.

Please do not hinder peoples chances of a healthier choice at significant cost savings, particularly during
this economic time we live in.

Mahalo!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: edwardriveraone@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:14:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Edward Rivera
Organization: Individual
E-mail: edwardriveraone@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Thank you for your time. I have been a smoker of tobacco products for thirty-five years. In 2008 I
started on the product Chantix to stop smoking. This product (I later found out) had caused me to have
six heart attacks. Seeing that I had to quit immediately, amd knowing that I could not go &quot;cold
turkey&quot;, I needed to find an alternative way of stoppimg smoking. I had tried accupuncture,
patches,hypnosis,gums. But nothing would help. I started on the Volcano e-cig which I had to purchase
from Hawaii. Seeing that the mainland did not have it at this time, I bought the kit.
It has been a blessing. I have stopped smoking tobacco based carcinogen filled and am extremely
happy with the full feeling I get when I take a full drag feom the vaper cigerette. My mind see's the
smoke, my lungs feel the smoke and the urge to have an oral fixation is satisfied. I am no longer
needing to buy cigarettes and my heart feels alot better. Also I am getting my taste buds back and now
I can taste the food again. Please do not place taxation on this product. Would you rather have a bunch
of peopledie from the Carcinogen
tobacco products or would you prefer people dying from natural products. The only reason that this is
up for voting is because so,eome up at the top does not want to lose money. But lets face it, not all
people will buy the e-cig and so there for most people will still continue buyimg the cancer sticks. If left
alone all win.You can still tell the stores and levy the stores who allow the children to buy them, or you
can allow the stores to sell it to the minors who will only become more healthy like me. Just to let you
also know my friend smoked three packs a day for most of his life. He was the one thT has stopped
buying tobacco cigs and introduced me to the e-cig, he has now been on e-cig for 1.5 years and to this
day refuses to put down the e-cig. He smokes in the car with the children and wife and he heres only
praises of how much cleaner he smells and the car as well. Please domt take the only chance we have
of stopping smokimg. It is hard for me to completely stop tobacco but this product has helped me
tremendously. I have been smokimg for 35 years, but I have only smoked 15 cigs a day, you do the
math. That is 365 x 15cigs =5475 per year. 5475 x 35 years=191,625 cigs. How many vapes can I have
in one day, I take six to eight drags a day. Why because I dont want to smoke at all, but this e-cig
gives me what I need. It fools my brain into thinking that I have smoked tobacco all day when in fact I
had one the whole dY. See no tobacco smell, no smelly clothes, house, ash trays hands, people looking
at you with disgust etc etc. please vote against this law. We smokers need it to become non-smokers if
you take this away buy taxing, then these sellers of these e-cigs will have to go out of business. And we
might as well tell the same tobacco companies who pjt up the dont smoke ads that it is okay to
continue to smoke as long as you promose to buy only theirs, think about this carefully. Are we helping
the people or are we helping the tobacco Carcinogen cancer companies, you decided.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Manuyag1980@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:05:02 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: El manuyag
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Manuyag1980@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
In support of volcanoecigs, I would like to share my success story about how I was able to put the
away the cigarettes for good. 

I am a 31 year old male who has been smoking since the age of 13.  In my mid 20''s, I tried the gum,
patch, and lozenge with no success.  Up until this past Christmas,  I was smoking a pack a day.  After
one month of discovering e cigarettes and volcano, I was able to ween myself off real cigarettes until I
absolutely grew disgusted of the taste and smell of them.  My wife is ecstatic that she doesnt smell or
taste cigarettes on me anymore and most importantly, my baby wont have to grow up wondering why
daddy stinks when he comes back inside the house. 

The cost of cigarettes made smoking a drag, literally.  I was burning $60 a week on cigarettes which
was ridiculous.  Vaping on the other hand costs me $12 a week or even less since a bottle of eliquid
lasts me quite awhile.  Im currently on the lowest nicotine liquid available and will soon be winding
down to 0 nicotine liquid. 

Aside from being a smoking alternative that honestly works.  It's a hobby and one that supports a local
business.  I really had no intention of completely quitting, but to just lower my smoking habit.  After
only one month of trying it out, Ive been smoke free since 12-22-2011 and have no intention of going
back, as long as my local ecig shop is there to supply my needs.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: elizabeth.lmsw@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:05:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Elizabeth Ostolozaga
Organization: Individual
E-mail: elizabeth.lmsw@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I oppose this measure on the grounds that it will impede persons from being able to take steps to
prevent harms caused by tobacco by switching to electronic cigarette due to the punitive cost increase
imposed by this tax. Considering the social costs incurred as a result of tobacco use, the measure is
short sighted. For many, an existing alternative to smoking tobacco will become unaffordable, which is a
poor public health choice for Hawaiians, as well as the U.S. in general. Additionally, the products in
question are not tobacco products. There is no tobacco present in electronic cigarettes. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: liz_juan_g@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:30:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: elizabeth
Organization: Individual
E-mail: liz_juan_g@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ellagirl8876@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:37:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ella Requilman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ellagirl8876@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ellaliu703@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:00:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ella
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ellaliu703@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: etola92@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:10:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ellis Toler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: etola92@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It is wrong to put so much of a tax increase on electronic cigarettes. although i am all for reducing the
possibility of selling to minors, electronic cigarettes are a truly wonderful thing. the technology allows
you to have your cake and eat it too in a sense. you can have nicotine intake without harmful tobacco
smoke. im 19 years old and smoked cigarettes for about 3 and a half years. electronic cigarettes have
changed my life for the better, particularly Volcano electric cigarettes. originally i purchased an
electronic cigarette because it appealed to me to be able to intake nicotine while in-doors. within a year,
Volcano cigarettes made analogue cigarettes nigh un-smokeable for me. im in much better shape and
health because of Volcano. the prices are in my opinion exactly as they should be and i worry that an
increase in the taxing of said electronic cigarettes would discourage/prevent others from experiencing
the wonders of these products. I am not affiliated with Volcano in anyway other than being an
extremely satisfied consumer of their products. By passing this Bill you will only be harming humanity
and the well being of others. I am proud to be rid of the affliction that is smoking cigarettes. I feel lucky
to have found out about Volcano before i could have done more serious harm on my body in the long
run. I would hate to see others unable to break free analogue cigarette smoke.
   -Ellis Toler, TX

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mejharris@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:19:35 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Elton Harris
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mejharris@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic devices should not be considered a tobaco product because there is no tobaco in them, they
are designed to help people quit tobaco products!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: emily.quarberg@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:36:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Emily  Quarberg
Organization: Individual
E-mail: emily.quarberg@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
E-Cigs are NOT tobacco products.  they contain no tobacco.  They are a safe alternative to smoking and
have helped a lot of people quit as well.  It isn't harmful to anyone around it.  It is water vapor and if
your going to ban that then you should also ban the use of fog machines at parties because that's the
same thing.  Also, because it does contain nicotine if your banning the use of e-cigs than you should
also ban the use of nicotine gum, lozenges, patches, and the sort because that's all that is in the e-cig
(if you choose to have nicotine in it.  there are options with no nicotine)

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ebotulan@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:59:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ephraim Botulan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ebotulan@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
If this bill comes to pass, one of Hawaii's best local vendors of electronic cigarettes cannot stay in
business. The taxation would make their business model unsustainable and drive up the costs.

I will attest that though these products are not advertised as smoking cessation products, they've
certainly helped me quit smoking real cigarettes. I've noticed great improvements to my health, as these
e-cigs do not have carcinogens and contain natural mixed flavors along with fda-grade base materials
(propolene glycol &amp; glycerine). Also, all ingredients are revealed (which are only 3 or so), as
opposed to the unknown toxic items found in traditional cigarettes.

I submit that additional taxes NOT be imposed on e-cigarettes because there is a choice as to whether
or not to include nicotine, and they are safer than traditional cigarettes. The fact of the matter is, a tax
was imposed on traditional cigarettes (along with banning smoking in facilities) in order to curb smoking
traditional cigarettes.

I strongly urge that this bill not pass, because I fear a lot of people who have tossed away their
traditional cigarettes in place of a safer alternative may revert back to the unhealthier cigarettes, as the
local vendor will no longer be readily available.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: eric_hiromoto@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:15:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eric Hiromoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: eric_hiromoto@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hekilli@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:28:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eric Holt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hekilli@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
This is a good way to quit smoking...taxing it will only discourage others.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: eletrikite@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:56:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eric Marine
Organization: Individual
E-mail: eletrikite@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes are a stop smoking aid.  To tax them as tobacco could hinder government's faith
for public health and safety.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tollison@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:31:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eric Tollison
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tollison@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I oppose this due to the fact that e-cigarettes are not tobacco and this legislation is unfounded.  This
will only drive smokers back to real cigarettes rather than away, as e-cigs help many to do.  Please
recognize this and drop this change.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: strongenterprises@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:58:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: erick strong
Organization: Individual
E-mail: strongenterprises@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: eracer08@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:52:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ericson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: eracer08@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:eracer08@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ehalsey@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:46:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: erin holder
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ehalsey@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kennebell5o@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:18:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ethan brown
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kennebell5o@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
this product should in no way be considered a tobacco product.  there is no tobacco in this product
therefore there is no factual evidence that this product should be classified in the same category.  i do
believe that one should have to be 18 years old to purchase, but in no way be taxed for trying to quit
smoking with this product.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wange@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:05:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ethan Wang
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wange@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Best way to quit smoking tobacco cigarettes. There should be no tax on these products that will save
lives.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ecasasanta@windstream.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:39:24 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eugene Casasanta
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ecasasanta@windstream.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Dear Legislature,
Cigarette smoking kills about 500,000 people a year.  Electronic cigarettes in the past 5 years has killed
no one.  My doctor even recommended for me to use them instead of cigarettes. On June 12, 2010 my
wife and I tried electronic cigarettes, and God as my witness, we hae not smoked a traditional cigarette
since. I was a 50 year smoker, and for the first time in many, many years I can breathe again. By your
unfair taxing of this product you will force people to return to the killer cigarettes. Please don't do this
to your citizens, it is not only unfair, but it will be a &quot;Death Sentence&quot; for many people. I
currently purchse many of my electronic e cigs from &quot;Volcano ecigs in Honolulu, Hawaii and if you
do unfairly tax this product, I will be forced to buy elseware. My wife &amp; I have been considering
moving to Hawaii when she retires in 1 year, and we would also have to reconsider that decision. Do
the right thing and vote &quot;NO&quot;. God Bless you and thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bluenalo59@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:53:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Eugene Garcia
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bluenalo59@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
 Government taxation and over regulating electronic cigarettes must be stopped. To tax those who use
them to escape the poisons of real cigarette smoking should not be taxed for this. I&quot;ve  used
electronic cigarettes for 6 months now after a bout with cancer which my doctor says was due to
smoking. I had been smoking for 47 years and my addiction started at 12 years old. the Tobacco
companys addicted us when we were children.
 To allow Government to now tax electronic cigarette users like analog or regular cigarettes users is
insane. You thereby make it inaffordable. government Has no business doing this,along with gas
tax,income tax and on and on and on......I hereby oppose this bill and you should too

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: moolele13@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:31:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: eugene suzuki
Organization: Individual
E-mail: moolele13@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: everett.cooke@usmc.mil
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:56:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Everett Cooke
Organization: Individual
E-mail: everett.cooke@usmc.mil
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: favicute@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:35:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Faviola Ridgway
Organization: Individual
E-mail: favicute@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: perryf001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 2:24:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: faye perry
Organization: Individual
E-mail: perryf001@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
this is the only thing thats worked for me. you should make it harder for people to quit.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: faye42106467@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:40:07 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Fayetta Durrett
Organization: Individual
E-mail: faye42106467@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
As you might imagine I strongly support any measure that would ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to
minors. However, the bill has many unintended consequences that endangers suppliers, supporters and
users of electronic cigarettes in Hawaii and nationwide.

These bills would unfairly tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every electronic cigarette accessory in
Hawaii, regardless of whether or not it contains tobacco/nicotine, at a rate of 70% of the wholesale
price. This tax in turn would force companies to move out-of-state or close down due to the
tremendous competitive disadvantage that would be placed on them.

These bills would also force local Hawaii electronic cigarette users to either purchase supplies from out-
of-state and international vendors (who are not hampered by this unfair tax) or force those users to
resort to smoking again. I will not purchase these products though Hawaiian companies in this is
enacted. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: yanayaya@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:43:45 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Felipe Stoker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: yanayaya@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have been successful in quitting smoking of Tobacco for over 2 months by switching to this non-
tobacco alternative of the e-cig. Since it is non-tobacco, I cannot understand it being taxed as such. I
feel the cost of this alternative is already prohibitive to many who might wish to quit smoking and feel
we should find ways to make it more affordable, certainly not less so.
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mailto:yanayaya@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fdossantos@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:59:45 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Fernando dos Santos
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fdossantos@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
This legislation is absurd. As the state of Hawaii collects enough tax revenue from tobacco, stay OUT OF
OUR POCKETS and drop this attempt to collect taxes on electronic cigarettes! Greed is all I can see in
bill!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fholly04@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:32:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Florence Holly
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fholly04@live.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I was a cigarette smoker for 38 years.  I have tried nicotine patches, nicotine gum, and nicotine mints
but have been unable to quit smoking.  I found the e-cigarette several months ago and have been
smoke free since that time.  My health is improving and I am not taking in all the tar and chemicals into
my body.  The taxation of the e-cig products will leave me no choice but to go back to regular cigaretts
due to the cost.  I support limiting the use of these products to people over the age of 18.  If this
taxation is passed I will also cancel my plans for my vacation to your beautiful state.  Our family and
friends will not spend our money to support your tourism.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dabus3719@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:16:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: francis boucher
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dabus3719@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:dabus3719@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: choir26@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:51:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Francis Hall`
Organization: Individual
E-mail: choir26@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: frank.kuamoo@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:10:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Frank K Kuamoo II
Organization: Individual
E-mail: frank.kuamoo@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bensonhurst26@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:15:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Frankie
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bensonhurst26@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
quit cigs after 24 years of smoking, been on it for 10 mod and will never go back.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ulyssesvalerio@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:32:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: fujiyama shell-scott
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ulyssesvalerio@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Sglee442@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:31:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Garrett Lee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Sglee442@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Personally, I agree with the prohibition of sales to minors. However, I do not agree with the large tax
associated with the sale of e-cigarettes. The e-cigarette industry has not been around long enough to
survive such a tax. A less steep tax should be considered.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dreadlocke619@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:07:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Gary Allen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dreadlocke619@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gdog05@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:01:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Gary Mitchell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gdog05@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
While I understand the Legislature's wanting to pass legislation on electronic cigarettes and inhaled
nicotine, I worry that the proposed legislation is on the wrong side of the issue. This seems like it is
meant to be a revenue generation measure, or a measure to stymie a tobacco alternative, and not a
means to prevent children from accessing a possibly addictive substance. Which should be the primary
goal.

It seems wise to promote e-cigarettes or PVs (personal vaporizers) to adults for smoking and other
tobacco product cessation. The health risks involved with tobacco products are a huge cost to society. I
know first-hand the risks and consequences with smoking myself, and found I very easily migrated to
nicotine vaporizers. Since then, I have not only improved my own life, but the life of those around me.
My story is similar to other vaporizer users.

I would recommend a requirement that sales of nicotine liquid be restricted to minors under the age of
18. But I really have no problem with someone under the age of 18 vaping (slang for using a 
vaporizer) a no-nicotine liquid. There are no known health risks associated with it, the nicotine alone
would be my sole contention for allowing use by minors.

There is a bit of stigma associated with vaping, stemming from years of social change toward smoking.
while I understand the stigma, I have to say it is completely unfounded, and simply based on ignorance.
The more I learn about the topic, and experience first-hand for myself, the more I realize that the
negative feelings of e-cigarettes and vaporizers is from social change gone too far. People have been
working to prevent and reduce smoking for so long, they forgot why they wanted it to happen in the
first place. That goal at one time was to create a healthier populace. Well, PVs do just that, with no
harm to users or those around them.

There are very few real studies on this issue, one of the most thorough coming from New Zealand (the
study is linked to and mentioned on Wikipedia for e-cigarettes). This PDF from Harvard gave me most
of my initial information, and was partially responsible for me moving to inhaled nicotine in the first
place: http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/centers-institutes/population-development/files/article.jphp.pdf

I do hope you read it, as the information is pretty clear. With that, I invite more studies on the subject
before legislation such as this comes to pass. Knowledge is required to pass proper legislation, and I
fear that enough of this knowledge is lost or ignored before such measures come to pass.

I urge you to consider the facts clearly, and I firmly believe promoting vaporized nicotine will be a
decision of positive health and monetary consequences. If nothing else, I urge you to wait until further
studies have been completed. Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gdog05@gmail.com
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: halfaznxhalfamazn808@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:51:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Gary Reynolds
Organization: Individual
E-mail: halfaznxhalfamazn808@live.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:halfaznxhalfamazn808@live.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: g.yokota76@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:31:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: gary
Organization: Individual
E-mail: g.yokota76@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:g.yokota76@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bestboi86@mac.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 3:22:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Geoffrey Best
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bestboi86@mac.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bestboi86@mac.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gf13827@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 11:53:22 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: George Ferguson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gf13827@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
I can see banning the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors, but to do so for taxation purposes would
be unfair and unjust. I used my electronic cigarette to quit conventional tobacco cigarettes. If electronic
cigarettes are taxed as a tobacco product, then EVERY smoking cessation aid containing nicotine should
to be taxed the same.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Georgerees1956@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:31:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: George Rees
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Georgerees1956@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I was able to use electronic cigarettes to stop smoking. I feel that anything that would prevent that
would be detrimental to people finding way to stop. Vaping is not smoking. Taxing is a way to generate
revenue but it may cause the person that wants to stop smoking to not be able to afford to . You
should encourage people to quit not make it harder by taxing it.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: golson@hopeint.org
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:08:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Georgine Olson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: golson@hopeint.org
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I'm e mailing my opposition to this bill because if these products are listed in the same category as
regular tobacco products and tax accordingly I would not be able to afford to buy them.I have quit
smoking as of August 13, 2011!!!! I had been a smoker for over 30 years. I had tried every product and
program that there is to no avail. I am so thankful that I found the Volcano electronic cigarettes! They
have made it possible for me to quit the analog cigarettes that were killing me!!!! To classify these
products in the same category as tobacco products is just not fair. They are not the same at all. I just
want to make my voice heard on this subject. I pray that this bill does not get voted through, especially
in these economic times. We don't need any more taxes!!

Respectfully,

Georgine Olson

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:golson@hopeint.org


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: passionlove4382@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:08:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: georgianna siamani
Organization: Individual
E-mail: passionlove4382@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
you try and stop smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:passionlove4382@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: islanddodoboi@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 9:15:26 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: gilbert silva
Organization: Individual
E-mail: islanddodoboi@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
i feel this is an unfail tax. that i agree the nictoin should be taxed but not all the parts.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alyssa.gillstrom@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:01:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Gina Gillstrom
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alyssa.gillstrom@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
i feel this product is so much healthier than a normal cigarette, and can also help people quit smoking
real tobacco. Its beneficial for those around babies and for themselves.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nealg08@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:24:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: greg neal
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nealg08@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I have successfully quit smoking using a vaporizing e cig device.  It is so beneficial to my health and
wellness that taxing it would be terrible because of the cost to me and others.
You are taxing something that helps people become better healthier people!
Please DO NOT pass this tax.
Greg Neal

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:nealg08@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Gregmaximus11@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:35:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Gregory Moad
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Gregmaximus11@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am against this bill because it has helped me quit smoking cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Gregmaximus11@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: halgibert@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:04:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Hal gibert
Organization: Individual
E-mail: halgibert@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please do not do this.  I wish someday to visit Hawaii and stop bye the volcano showroom.  This only
discourages me to do so. It would be beneficial to your islands commerce to shoot down this bill. Also
more people will be will g to spend more of their money on these products. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: halbert@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:27:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Hal Gibert
Organization: Individual
E-mail: halbert@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:halbert@bellsouth.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hparkis76@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 8:13:24 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Harold Parkis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hparkis76@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/7/2012

Comments:
Why is it every time something comes along that actually helps smokers actually quit, in comes the
government trying to reclassify it so they can tax it to death. Why isnt there a 70% tax on Beer? I mean
the govt. let cigs stay legal while knowing they would kill anyone who uses them. Now, when people are
trying to get off them with a replacement to &quot;the most addictive scientifically engineered product 
in the world&quot; You people want to tax it. As yourself, how many Ecig users beat their wife or start
a fight or go and rape, hurt, kill someone because the nicotine impaired their judgment? So, ecigs need
to be tax'd to become as expensive, or even more expensive than real ones? Typical. But lets let the
beer keep flowing like water.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:hparkis76@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hkaleleiki@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:46:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Hauoli Kaleleiki
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hkaleleiki@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fortuneteller30@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:10:43 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Heather Blanton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fortuneteller30@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:fortuneteller30@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: heathab88@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:12:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: heather hughson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: heathab88@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:heathab88@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hkmalone@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:46:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Heather Malone
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hkmalone@comcast.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I purchase items from Volcanoecigs, and I purchase them without nicotine because my husband and I
are quitting smoking.  We have successfully been quit for over one month now with the help of the ecig
and no nicotine. Please don't tax this product as it is not a cigarette and does not contain nicotine.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hwhiteseal2@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:13:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Heather Nichols
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hwhiteseal2@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Ecigs help people to stop smoking.  We can get liquid with no nicotine in it.  The ecigs/liquid don't have
all of the other bad stuff in it, and are healthier.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:hwhiteseal2@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dandreahd@me.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:15:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Heidi Dandre
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dandreahd@me.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dandreahd@me.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hex1158@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:28:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Henry Galdones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hex1158@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Herbvsafford@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:13:52 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Herb Safford
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Herbvsafford@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Please don't tax this product at 70%. This is a product that I use to avoid exposing my child to all the
harmful fumes and smoke from an actual cigarette. If you place this horrible excessive tax on this
product it will limit my able to purchase this tool that makes my son's life clean and smoke free. Don't
let the tobacco industry choke out this great product.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Herbvsafford@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dickyoh51@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:08:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Hock Huat Oh
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dickyoh51@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
cigarettes kills..electronic cigarette is a saviour for smokers..wise decision if it is only about taxes &amp;
$$$ but dont ever ban the usage of electronic cigarette

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dickyoh51@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hothta@aim.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:15:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: howard tarvit
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hothta@aim.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is not in any way a tobbaco product. I have been smoke free since october 2009 due to this
product. Don't ruin something you obviously know nothing about

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: igarrod@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:54:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ian Garrod
Organization: Individual
E-mail: igarrod@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
 This bill would be very bad for people trying to quit smoking. I have managed to completely stop
smoking cigarettes with the help of Volcano E-Cigs. My primary reasons for quitting was for health and
cost. If this bill were to pass, and the tax is implemented, then I would be forced to convert back to
smoking tobacco cigarettes at the cost of my health.

I agree that minors should not be allowed to purchase tobacco or nicotine products. However, this is
NOT a tobacco product and it should not suffer the same 70% tax.

Please do not pass this bill, my mother is so proud of me for finding a healthy alternative to cigarettes. I
would hate to disappoint her.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: encswianmoore@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:39:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ian Moore
Organization: Individual
E-mail: encswianmoore@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This bill does not need to pass in its current form. Electronic cigarettes are not a tobacco product and
do not need to be taxed as such. They are“alternative to tobacco” products that can be used for people
to quit smoking. Electronic Cigarettes liquid are made with varying levels of nicotine (i.e. 16mg, 8mg,
and 0mg) to assist people in &quot;weening&quot; themselves off of tobacco products without the use
of expensive medications. They do not contain the same harmful chemicals consumed when using
tobacco products. This leads to considerably less health risks to their consumers. Increasing the tax on
these products will drive consumers to make their purchases on the internet, thus mitigating any tax
revenue generated for the state of Hawaii. Additionally it will drive several small businesses out of
business.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ianward2010@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:03:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ian Ward
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ianward2010@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: deadpocketss@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:18:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ian Wilson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: deadpocketss@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
In reference to the electronic cigarettes, they have no tobacco in them, therefore they are not a tobacco
product. This is being placed purely for revenue and we know it. It's unfair and oppressive to people
who want a safer alternative to traditional cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: maryclk@centurytel.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 9:29:00 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ida M. Clark
Organization: Individual
E-mail: maryclk@centurytel.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I have stopped smoking on these and I am against anymore taxes on them.Or to tax e-liquid that has
no tobacco on top of it. They are the best thing that happen for us ex smokers. I never thought i could
say I have stopped smoking. Please don't hurt the e-cig companies. They help health and that is a big
plus and it gives job and America needs jobs.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: isaac_torkelson@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:36:59 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Isaac A. Torkelson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: isaac_torkelson@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
First, the only part of this Bill I can agree with is making it illegal to sell these products to someone
under 18.
Otherwise...
This would be like charging a 70% sales tax on lighters, ashtrays, and cigarette cases. ECig products
are actually personal vaporizers and not directly a tobacco related product. You can even choose to vap
liquid that doesn't have any nicotine in it so charging a tax on all the components is ill advised. Now
regarding the nicotine itself... nicotine is actually found naturally in fruits and vegetables just in much
lower quantities then tobacco which is why companies CHOOSE to get it from tobacco. But what this
points out is that we don't actually need a tobacco plant for eCig products, they are not tobacco
products they are nicotine products. A tobacco cigarette on the other hand is in-fact a tobacco product.
If we got the Nicotine from fruits and vegetables would it still be considered a tobacco product. Nicotine
is actually also relatively safe and does not have many health risks, when used in moderate amounts
and carefully measured, other then the chemical addiction to the liking of caffeine. Most of the health
risks you face with traditional tobacco smoking comes from all the other crap that is put into it by the
manufactures along with just the simple fact that you are in-haling smoke which would be like standing
over a camp fire and continuously inhaling the smoke from it. No mater what type of smoke you inhale
you would face health problems from it. But eCigs or Vaporizers, as they would be better called and
maybe not targeted like this, vaporize a safe liquid that carry's the nicotine to you while inhaling. And
when it comes down to just the vaporizer itself I can purchase other vaporizers for my home that are
not designed for eCigs and choose to put nicotine liquid into it, would it be right to charge a 70% tax
on that devise as well, I don't think so. Then lets look at the purpose and reasoning behind the tax for
tobacco products. Health officials are in favor of the taxes because they decrease smoking rates, well so
do eCigs, they allow those who wish to smoke to do it safer for themselves and the people around
them with the elimination of second hand smoke, this tax would go directly against that. History of
tobacco product taxation has shown its just been a way to drive major amounts of money for the
Federal, State, and local governments, most recently for the Childrens Health Insurance Program
Reauthrization Act of 2009 under the Obama Administration simply taking advantage of how much
someone will pay to be able to smoke, something normally the manufacture is able to take advantage
of in good products like cars or a book. The fact that people are looking for new and safe ways doesn't
automatically put it into the same targeting field. This in-fact could point some people back to
traditional smoking while the supporters of the tax on tobacco products say that it would encourage
them to quit. Taxing the safer eCig products goes directly against that as well. Its absurd that a tax that
is in part suppose to be in the better health interest of the people would be used against a product that
is better for their health. At minimum this tax should not go against any of the devises and possibly
only apply to the liquid but as you can see from above that doesn't even make sense. Please reconsider
this Bill based on more detailed information as the millions of people that are now saving significant
amounts of money and their health will be dramatically affected by this distortion of the purpose of the
tax.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: romanisaac69@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:06:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Isaac Roman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: romanisaac69@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nikki.root@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:06:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ivy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nikki.root@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jdgranneman@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:26:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: J. David Granneman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jdgranneman@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please reconsider this as a smoke of over 40 years this has been the only way I have been able to quit.
Taxing tobacco is one thing but taxing ecigs should not be allowed as it helps people to quit smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jrjiho@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:33:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: J. Ramon Jiho
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jrjiho@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
unfair to adults who are trying to quit smoking. many people will not be able to afford to buy supplies if
this Bill is passed

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: j.theno@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:20:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jack Theno
Organization: Individual
E-mail: j.theno@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jackybeertje@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 11:42:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jacky
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jackybeertje@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: JacobACardoza@Gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:52:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jacob Cardoza
Organization: Individual
E-mail: JacobACardoza@Gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sniperman_99@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:25:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jacob Odem
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sniperman_99@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:sniperman_99@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: koolpearce@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:04:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jacob Pearce
Organization:
E-mail: koolpearce@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I do not believe in this high of a tax on this good. It saves the life's of people and you are just going to
try to get rid of it and/or run it out of town. For me and my whole family we would not want to visit a
place that would tax a product or good at this rate. It shows that the state Government dose not care
about its people or the taxed money that is made by small business. If this bill is passed we will never
set foot on any of the islands of Hawaii.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: p.i.boots@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:57:26 AM
Attachments: Testimony.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jacquelyn Trew
Organization: Individual
E-mail: p.i.boots@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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While I, as well as many other people, am of course against the sale of electronic cigarettes to people under the age of 18, I feel the classification of electronic cigarettes as well as any and all accessories as “tobacco products” (thus making them susceptible to the 70% tax on tobacco) is erroneous and quite simply unfair.  For starters, not only do some of the delivery systems not contain any nicotine at all, but none of the delivery systems or any of the other accessories even contain tobacco.  Up until the time of this proposed bill, I was proud to give the money that I used to spend on tobacco products to a company in Hawaii that presented me with a tobacco free and much safer  alternative to smoking.  Part of the reason I switched from smoking conventional cigarettes to electronic alternatives was because in addition to it being safer for me as well as my friends and loved ones, is that it was in fact more cost effective.  And I chose to buy from a vendor located in your state because many of the products available from other countries are not subject to the same production and quality standards.  If I were to buy from anywhere else, I could never be entirely sure what I am putting into my body.  I know what I am breathing in when I buy from a company there, none of the ingredients in which consist of tobacco.  



If this proposed bill were to pass, it would put several electronic cigarette vendors out of business because their patrons, not only in state but out of state ones like myself, could no longer afford their products.  And worse still, many people who might have sought out a healthier and safer alternative to smoking carcinogenic tobacco, might be deterred from doing so because of the hefty cost due to the outrageous 70% tax.  Even I myself could return to smoking if the alternative is taxed so heavily that it is no longer feasible for me to afford. 


Regards,


Jacquelyn A. Trew.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jaimeg808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:08:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jaime Galam
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jaimeg808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I truly believe in this product and have seen it work for many. It not only is awesome for me being a
non-smoker but also for my children so they don't need to cover their noses every time we are in
public. I know of people who have come from smoking a pack of cigarettes a day to smoking these
electronic cigarettes and saying they can breathe a lot better.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lunarshuffle@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:16:58 AM
Attachments: ecig.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jake Bacigalupa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lunarshuffle@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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This bill is unfair for electronic cigarette owners because smoking electronic cigarettes is a way to get away from the harm that real cigarettes cause.   There are also products that exist that have no nicotine in them, so how could you tax such an item?  E-cigs are the way of the future for smokers and it allows them to smoke in places without harming the environment around them.  Smoking real cigarettes is bad and they are super expensive because of taxes..E-cigs are better for people and they need to stay cheap.



 

 

This bill is unfair for electronic cigarette owners because smoking electronic cigarettes is a way to get 
away from the harm that real cigarettes cause.   There are also products that exist that have no nicotine 
in them, so how could you tax such an item?  E-cigs are the way of the future for smokers and it allows 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fighterbra@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:37:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jake Crank
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fighterbra@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Most ecig vendors do not sell their products to minors. I agree that if you were to sell nicotine liquid to
a minor, you should face an appropriate consequence same as the 711 cashier sells liquor to a minor.
However, do not punish the community that has been made. The ecig has single handily helped me quit
smoking. I couldn't ask for a better product.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jamescalbero@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 12:19:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: james calbero
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jamescalbero@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: james78003@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:11:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: james chapman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: james78003@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I do not have a file to up load,just my comments. I am a 50 year old who has smoked cigarettes for 35
years. I have tried everything to stop smoking. This is  the first product I have used that I can say
WORKS!!!! I have been off Cigarettes since Jan. 1st. I can not believe you can be so stupid and
irresponsible,as to pass a bill like this. Do the people their in Hawaii's state capitol have ties to the big
tobacco companies. In the 33 days that I have been off Tabacco, I breathe better,my smell and taste
have come back,my energy level has soared, I take better care of my oral hygiene,my over all health is
better and you want to stop the E- cig,just what kind of MORONS are running the state of Hawaii? 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: planetdarr@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:36:56 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: james darr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: planetdarr@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jd4x4@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:36:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Davis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jd4x4@verizon.net
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Law or Regulation based upon hearsay or politics is Totalitarianism in it's most pure and obvious form.

Please remove e-cigarettes from this legislation until such time as the preponderance of science fact
concludes it is as harmful as tobacco products, if it indeed ever does.

I am a witness to e-cigarettes doing more good for society than harm.

I was able to give up tobacco use within 15 minutes of using an e-cigarette, whereas after 30 years of
attempts to break my 45 year habit with ALL of the methods and information government and health
organizations provided had failed.

Thank you in advance for taking the time to make an informed, unbiased, and rational decision.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jimoahu@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:20:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Eberle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jimoahu@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I have been a smoker for 40yrs.  The electronic cigarette has been the ONLY mechanism that has been
successful getting me to quit!  These things are SAVING PEOPLES LIVES!  How can you even think of
making them too expensive for common folks to afford.  This is a SHAME that this is even being put on
the table.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jjg70@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:49:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Guzior
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jjg70@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is really ludicrous. There will now be tax on my batteries and usb cables? I am using this device to
stop smoking so I don't have to pay high tax on cigarettes, etc. I may as well keep smoking cigarettes if
you are going to tax this as well. Watching very closely who is voting for this... very much disturbed by
this measure for revenue.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Wizac1071@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:12:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Harrison
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Wizac1071@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I support volcanoecigs because I went to school in hawaii..and i'd love to help support an hawaiian
company. As long as I didn't have to spend more to do it. I found volcano while I was shopping for this
amazing product which is helping me stop killing my self feeding a powerful addiction of 25years..and
when I saw they were ahawaiian company I imediately decided i'd support them..
Please help keep my money coming to your comunities by not taxing their product as the cigarettes we
are trying to stop. This will kill a local buisness and might cause less people to pursue this much safer
option. I am all for an age limit as I don't want my kids to. Get addicted like I did. But don't tax it like
tobbaco it will only hurt this industry and possibly a local business who is doing you all proud amoung
the many company's in the market worlwide.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jrhawley@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:41:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Hawley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jrhawley@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jimhays@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:34:53 AM
Attachments: Testimony in Opposition to SB2819.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Hays
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jimhays@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please consider tabling this bill. E-cigs are a safer alternative to smoking.
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Testimony in Opposition to SB2819

January 31, 2012


Dear Sir or Madam:


I am writing as a supporter of “e-cigarettes”. As a smoker for twenty years, I picked on up in a convenience store on a lark. What I found was that I had no desire to smoke tobacco cigarettes at all while using the electronic cigarette. I have been using electronics for four months now and have not had one real cigarette since. 


Electronic cigarettes need to be studied further before they are subjected to legislation. What we have in “e-cigs” is a reasonable smoking cessation device. They are no more related to tobacco than nicotine patches or nicotine gum. If they are legislated against and taxed, you will be turning people off of them, where the reality is you should be encouraging more smokers to SWITCH to them!


Electronic cigarettes offer smokers a safer alternative. There is no smoke. No litter. No carcinogens going into one’s lungs. There is no carbon monoxide. It is cheaper in the long run, so more money can be spent in shops to bolster the economy. It is cheaper in the long run for the insurance companies. It is healthier. I have seen my lung capacity return after smoking for twenty years. I have felt my heart working better. I no longer have a smoker’s cough.


I strongly urge the legislature to table this bill. E-cigs are a new device that have worked wonders for some. I should know. I have tried patches, gum, even prescription drugs to quit smoking. These devices are the only way I have been able to quit, and I hope you will research them further to see that they are something that should be welcomed and encouraged as a safer alternative to cigarette smoking.

Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


James Hays
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I am writing as a supporter of “e-cigarettes”. As a smoker for twenty years, I picked on 
up in a convenience store on a lark. What I found was that I had no desire to smoke 
tobacco cigarettes at all while using the electronic cigarette. I have been using electronics 
for four months now and have not had one real cigarette since.  
 
Electronic cigarettes need to be studied further before they are subjected to legislation. 
What we have in “e-cigs” is a reasonable smoking cessation device. They are no more 
related to tobacco than nicotine patches or nicotine gum. If they are legislated against and 
taxed, you will be turning people off of them, where the reality is you should be 
encouraging more smokers to SWITCH to them! 
 
Electronic cigarettes offer smokers a safer alternative. There is no smoke. No litter. No 
carcinogens going into one’s lungs. There is no carbon monoxide. It is cheaper in the 
long run, so more money can be spent in shops to bolster the economy. It is cheaper in 
the long run for the insurance companies. It is healthier. I have seen my lung capacity 
return after smoking for twenty years. I have felt my heart working better. I no longer 
have a smoker’s cough. 
 
I strongly urge the legislature to table this bill. E-cigs are a new device that have worked 
wonders for some. I should know. I have tried patches, gum, even prescription drugs to 
quit smoking. These devices are the only way I have been able to quit, and I hope you 
will research them further to see that they are something that should be welcomed and 
encouraged as a safer alternative to cigarette smoking. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Hays 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: james2180@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:53:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Henshon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: james2180@live.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I would simply like to convey my gratitude for the company that I purchase my Electronic cigarette and
accessories from within your state. I have been a smoker for 16 yrs now and within the last few months
I am finally free of the traditional cigarettes which I have smoked for to long. I do realize E cigs contain
nicotine, I also feel they are helping me kick the habit as well as anything that I have tried. I do agree
that people under the age of 18 should be prohibited from acquiring these products. As for the taxation
in this Bill, it will at very least make me take my business out of your state. as much as I like this
product I will not pay huge taxes along with shipping from your state. Thank you very much for your
time, please reconsider.
                          
                       Sincerely,
                           James Henshon

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Goofynoodle@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:52:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by:   James Meyers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Goofynoodle@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The tax is way too high. IF it  wasn't  for volcano e cigs low prices i would   still be smoking real tobacco
cigarettes  and paying much more money than i am now. Since starting vaping,  I've  felt better and
been breathing  better.  As much as i like the volcano brand,  i would have to shop elsewhere if the tax
makes it unaffordable  to purchase fdom them.  I understand the state needing money,  but isn't there
some way to partner with the industry in queation rather than punish them in parasitic fashon with an
obscenely high tax rate?  Please dont let fear of the unknown rule over the innovations that may save
us from tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: haaheo20@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:55:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: james palaualelo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: haaheo20@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
NO TAX!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: petepope@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:37:51 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Pope
Organization: Individual
E-mail: petepope@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am here to oppose the bill in front of you on the electronic cigarettes, or more accuratley vaping
devices.

While I would strongly support the sale of anything with nicotine in it to anyone under 18 years of age,
the rest of the bill has no merits and will not help your state with income,as I can buy elsewhere, and
will not help folks stop smoking !

I am 50 years old, cigarettes were easy to obtain back when I was 13. I got hooked and up until
November 14, 0f 2010 was a 2 1/2 pack a day smoker.

I had tried every thing to quit over the years, the gum, patches, candy replacement and nothing
worked. That is until after careful research I found the Volcano e-cig website.

I read about the ingredients in cigarettes and was shocked what I had been smoking all these years,
and frankly it scared the heck out of me.

I read on numerous sites about a vg based juice that you could get in natural flavors and still get the
nicotine and the physical action of smoking.

I ordered the best kit Volcano had, the Inferno.  I received it on November 14, 2010. I got rid of all my
cigarettes and have not looked back. That's right not one puff off of one cigarette. I completely
stopped.

If not for this much, much safer form I would be back smoking again. I still order replacements parts
and other things from Volcano in you state , because they have the best and can compete in price with
other companies.

There is &quot;absolutely&quot; NO TOBACCO, in these products, and to classify them that way would
be a very bad thing.

Since I stopped smoking and went to vaping, I can smell better, feel better and most of all in my state
I can vape anywhere I want, without harmful second hand smoke to others.

I was in the hospital five times this year for a kidney stone and an ATV accident. The hospital policy is
no smoking anywhere, that includes on their lot in your own car. Lucky me, the hospital knows the
score and all five times I was inpatient, I was allowed to vape anywhere I wanted, and it was alright,
had I still been smoking, I really would have had a horrible time dealing with their policy.

Please only consider the sale of these materials as unlawful to those under 18 years of age. Please
continue to let people freely and without restriction purchase these products, help more people kick the
unhealthy habit of smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Remember this when you make the judgement and laws. I buy from your state now. That means
money from Missouri is being moved into your state, creating jobs and supporting your economy.
Should you passed what is proposed, myself and many other vapors will simply purchase somewhere
else, hence a huge loss of money being routed out of your economy.

You can fix this to protect minors without hurting anyone and helping others, including your economy.

Respectfully,

James Pope



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jbpolo12@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:38:25 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Presley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jbpolo12@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
How can you justify a tax on a product that produces no harmful effects to its users and acts as a
better alternative to tobacco?  Health effects of tobacco hurt state budgets, not items that help reduce
consumer health effects.

Balance your own budget, do not keep trying to find unconstitutional ways to mask new excise taxes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: JPRUITT70@GMAIL.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:58:03 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JAMES PRUITT
Organization: Individual
E-mail: JPRUITT70@GMAIL.COM
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jamescorbin@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:49:18 AM
Attachments: SB2819 Opposed.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James R.Corbin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jamescorbin@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:jamescorbin@gmail.com

SB2819 Opposed


Thanks to E-Cigarette’s I have quit smoking real tobacco products. Now with proposed legislature that increases taxation on these devices to what is applied to real tobacco we could loose this tool. I have introduced numerous people to the E-Cigarette whom all of which no longer use actual tobacco products. By adding high tax rates to these products we are making the sale price cost prohibitive. This will in turn cause for manufactures to eventually cease operation in Hawaii or cease operations completely.  These businesses create local jobs, contribute to the local economy and provide a great tool to people who want to quit smoking.  It would stand to reason that Hawaii stands to loose more than they could ever gain by increasing these taxes. 

Once these businesses are gone they will no longer be paying any taxes at all on property, local sales tax, employee state income taxes etc. The employees will be out of work and on un-employment. Local citizens who wish to quit smoking will have to pay more money to have E-Cigarettes shipped to them and may revert back to real tobacco. If they do continue to buy e-cigarettes it will be online, thus negating local sales tax. 

Smoking has become recognized as one of the top 3 un-healthiest things a person can partake in. We should be promoting anything that contributes to people quitting this addiction. I and many others have found this in the e-cig. I have tried gum, patches and cold turkey all to no avail. With the e-cig I was able to wean myself off of the nicotine very easily and it helped with the hand-to-mouth aspect which is the hardest part for most. Instituting this bill would only lead to fewer people quitting.  Who does this benefit? 

Increasing taxes will subsequently equate to no taxes collected relating to the sales, distribution, or manufacturing of electronic cigarettes in Hawaii. The businesses will move or close. So in essence the legislature is saying “No” to a very successful “Quit Smoking Tool” in the state of Hawaii. This legislature may also be adopted in other states and eventually make it so these business are forced to operate outside of the United States. The demand is there for the products. Why would we force companies to operate somewhere else that we could not benefit from at all? Yet another industry our global economic competitors will stand to gain. 

The E-Cigarette industry provides jobs to Americans. Our government yields taxes from the businesses and sales of the products. Most importantly the products help people quit smoking. Why take all of this away for a little more money you will never see? As far as prohibiting the sale to minors, it’s just like alcohol. You can’t buy alcohol under the age of 21. Do the same with nicotine. Any products containing nicotine can’t be purchased by anyone under the age of 18.



SB2819 Opposed 
 

Thanks to E-Cigarette’s I have quit smoking real tobacco products. Now with 
proposed legislature that increases taxation on these devices to what is applied to 
real tobacco we could loose this tool. I have introduced numerous people to the E-
Cigarette whom all of which no longer use actual tobacco products. By adding high 
tax rates to these products we are making the sale price cost prohibitive. This will in 
turn cause for manufactures to eventually cease operation in Hawaii or cease 
operations completely.  These businesses create local jobs, contribute to the local 
economy and provide a great tool to people who want to quit smoking.  It would 
stand to reason that Hawaii stands to loose more than they could ever gain by 
increasing these taxes.  

Once these businesses are gone they will no longer be paying any taxes at all 
on property, local sales tax, employee state income taxes etc. The employees will be 
out of work and on un-employment. Local citizens who wish to quit smoking will 
have to pay more money to have E-Cigarettes shipped to them and may revert back 
to real tobacco. If they do continue to buy e-cigarettes it will be online, thus negating 
local sales tax.  

Smoking has become recognized as one of the top 3 un-healthiest things a 
person can partake in. We should be promoting anything that contributes to people 
quitting this addiction. I and many others have found this in the e-cig. I have tried 
gum, patches and cold turkey all to no avail. With the e-cig I was able to wean myself 
off of the nicotine very easily and it helped with the hand-to-mouth aspect which is 
the hardest part for most. Instituting this bill would only lead to fewer people 
quitting.  Who does this benefit?  

Increasing taxes will subsequently equate to no taxes collected relating to the 
sales, distribution, or manufacturing of electronic cigarettes in Hawaii. The 
businesses will move or close. So in essence the legislature is saying “No” to a very 
successful “Quit Smoking Tool” in the state of Hawaii. This legislature may also be 
adopted in other states and eventually make it so these business are forced to operate 
outside of the United States. The demand is there for the products. Why would we 
force companies to operate somewhere else that we could not benefit from at all? Yet 
another industry our global economic competitors will stand to gain.  

The E-Cigarette industry provides jobs to Americans. Our government yields 
taxes from the businesses and sales of the products. Most importantly the products 
help people quit smoking. Why take all of this away for a little more money you will 
never see? As far as prohibiting the sale to minors, it’s just like alcohol. You can’t buy 
alcohol under the age of 21. Do the same with nicotine. Any products containing 
nicotine can’t be purchased by anyone under the age of 18. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jrileyatpeace@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:03:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Riley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jrileyatpeace@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jristhe1@sbcglobal.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:48:31 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Rose
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jristhe1@sbcglobal.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have used the electronic cigarette for over 2 years and have remained tobacco free.  I was a tobacco
smoker for over 30 years and the electronic cigarette finally freed me from tobacco.  Don't punish
Volcanocigs with this unfair tax that will make them less competitive and destroy their business.  Thank
you!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jristhe1@sbcglobal.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jveselsky@socal.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:56:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: James Veselsky
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jveselsky@socal.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
The government and other organizations have for the last 30+ years been trying to get people to quit
smoking. Now those people who still smoke are treated as lepers, forced outside in the rain, increased
taxes so high on tobacco products, and it has even gotten to the point of not allowing those people to
even smoke in their own apartments in order to force people to quit smoking. Now...the government
wants to penalize those of us who have quit by the use of e-cigs by taxing e-cigs and the additional
products associated with them. I have tried everything from the patch, gum, support groups,
medication and even cold turkey. The only thing that makes quitting easier is e-cigs (for me anyway). If
the prices were to go higher I would not be able to continue to quit. Think about that. I know the
government needs our money, but enough is enough.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lordmage_18@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:21:56 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: james warren
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lordmage_18@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
i disagree with such a stupid tax on a non tobacco product

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jaidamariah@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:27:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: james
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jaidamariah@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: doctorwholittle@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 3:57:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jamie Ashby
Organization: Individual
E-mail: doctorwholittle@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is absolutely ridiculous.  The term 'e-cigarette' is the only similarity to tobacco and tobacco-related
products.  To tax e-cigarettes and e-cigarette accessories like tobacco products is nothing more than a
penalty on people who have been able to divest themselves of an unhealthy vice.  If this passes in
Hawai'i, my family and I will take our vacations elsewhere from now on.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jamie_ann_85@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:22:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jamie-ann lui
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jamie_ann_85@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
i believe that there is better things that you guys could be wasting your time on trying to raise the taxes
on electric cigarettes.  if it wasn't for electric cigarettes more people would still be polluting the air.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Mnjgordy2@juno.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:49:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jana
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Mnjgordy2@juno.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:Mnjgordy2@juno.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: navysubmomx2@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:57:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jane Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: navysubmomx2@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
After 35 years of smoking, I purchased an e-cig, which has no tobacco and produces no smoke. I've
used this product for an entire year having quit smoking cigarettes completely.
These products help people like me who couldn't quit tobacco any other way, they are saving lives.
Please don't make it harder for them to be produced and sold.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: klagums@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:28:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: janelle gumpfer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: klagums@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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mailto:klagums@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: janet0154@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:39:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: janet nguyent
Organization: Individual
E-mail: janet0154@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jscapitaldomestics@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:59:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: janet Sturmer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jscapitaldomestics@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I oppose the unfair taxing of e cigs. Electronic cigarettes most likely saved my life as I smoked
cigarettes for 40 years and e cigs helped me quit. Why don't you tax the nicotine patch and gum why
your at it.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: karangyoalas@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:57:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jared Resurrection
Organization: Individual
E-mail: karangyoalas@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
E cigs has helped me for the past 10 months.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: JAREDTSUKAMOTO@YAHOO.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 7:54:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JARED TSUKAMOTO
Organization: Individual
E-mail: JAREDTSUKAMOTO@YAHOO.COM
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
PLEASE DO NOT TAX THIS. IVE QUIT SMOKING FOR 3 MONTHS THANKS TO THE VOLCANO ECIG. ITS
A LOT BETTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND IT SAVES ME A LOT OF MONEY. NOT TO MENTION ITS
HEALTHIER FOR ME.I WOULD REALLY HATE TO SEE THIS COMPANY GO OUT OF BUSINESS FOR I
MIGHT BE FORCED TO SMOKE CIGARETTES AGAIN.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jas.young87@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:43:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jasmine Young
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jas.young87@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jadaniya@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:06:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Adaniya
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jadaniya@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jadaniya@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jasonb@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:28:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Bradford
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jasonb@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jasonb@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Darktallion@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:11:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Henning
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Darktallion@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Do not drive our bussness oversea the market your currently targeting will cause a loss of jobs in a time
we need jobs please let the focus of government be less restriction not more of it

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Darktallion@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: snowskibum@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:29:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Parker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: snowskibum@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I strongly oppose the attempt to classify vaping (electronic cigarettes) in with tobacco products, so you
can collect a tax on it.  What are you all high on? 
Maybe you all can actually spend some time figuring out how to cut costs instead of finding
&quot;inventive&quot; ways to nickel and dime us to death.

Your doing an excellent job of putting business out of business and more and more people out of work. 
Exactly what is the plan?  Have everyone dependent on government for survival?  welfare and food
stamps for everyone?

God save us from this lunacy..

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:snowskibum@bellsouth.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jays83cj7@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:44:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Price
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jays83cj7@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jays83cj7@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jasonbr@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:23:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Ramirez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jasonbr@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jasonbr@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jason.robinson1986@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:20:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jason robinson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jason.robinson1986@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jason.robinson1986@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ja_schafer@sbcglobal.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:11:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Schafer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ja_schafer@sbcglobal.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I would like to start off by saying, I am in FAVOR of PROHIBITING the sale of electronic cigarettes to
MINORS. I am OPPOSED to TAXATION of electronic cigarettes. I was only able to quit smoking
traditional cigarettes because of the electronic cigarettes. I struggled for about ten years to quit
smoking. I tried the patch, the gum, and the prescription. I did not succeed in any of my attempts until
I started using electronic cigarettes. I am NOT a doctor, but it would seem to me that discontinuing the
inhalation of burning substances is a good thing. I believe that the long term health effects of electronic
cigarettes should be studied. I can tell you from personal experience that I have seen great health
benefits of using electronic cigarettes instead of the traditional ones. For Instance, I have a hightened
sense of smell and taste. I do not get out of breath as easily, and I have more energy throughout the
day. All of this just from switching to electronic cigarettes a few months ago. Now, if you were to begin
taxing electronic cigarettes, I would no longer be able to afford purchasing them in Hawaii. I can barely
&quot;make ends meet&quot; as things are. I would have to start purchasing my supplies elsewhere,
which I can only guess would be the case for a lot of electronic cigarette users. I fail to see how this
would do any good. All of the people I know that use electronic cigarettes, including myself, purchase
them online anyway; purchasing them from another state would not be a large change. I would still get
the products, but now you would not be getting the general sales tax on my purchases. Presuming that
there is a large percentage of the users of electronic cigarettes, that currently purchase them from
companies in Hawaii, that would purchase them from another source due to the higher price from the
taxes you are proposing, then how long would those companies that are currently in Hawaii be able to
stay? I would not think that they would stay for very long. They would be losing business because of
the disadvantage you will have put upon them. Those companies would be &quot;forced&quot; out of
business or out of the state. Either would have the same effect to the state of Hawaii. In my opinion,
you should prohibit the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors, but not impose the extra taxes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ja_schafer@sbcglobal.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: griffen97023@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:53:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jason Whitten
Organization: Individual
E-mail: griffen97023@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I would never visit Hawaii again if this was possess

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:griffen97023@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ilemiaramos@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:21:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jay verano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ilemiaramos@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ilemiaramos@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cr8tivem1nd.jb@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:46:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jay
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cr8tivem1nd.jb@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cr8tivem1nd.jb@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Jaybrodz@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:23:28 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jaynie Zeigler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Jaybrodz@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am a retired army veteran and I had smoked off and on, mostly on, since I was sixteen.  I started
vaping on the ninth of January and today three weeks later I have gone a whole day without a cigarette
with no pangs of withdrawal and I can vape without nicotine in the cartridge.  I am 54 years old and
while I think juveniles should not be able to participate in vaping and I would suggest that no
nonsmoker does, it has been a Godsend to me and if you are going to tax the E-cigs, themselves,
which have no tobacco or nicotine in the cartridge and a person decides to vape mint or menthol as I
will do from time to time, why should that person be taxed when in essence they are using a non
tobacco, non nicotine product???

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Jaybrodz@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jcfoster1@cox.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:37:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JC Foster
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jcfoster1@cox.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jcfoster1@cox.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: filed.teeth@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:52:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JC Myrick
Organization: Individual
E-mail: filed.teeth@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Don't tie us to tobacco!! Our whole point is that we're not! Just pass a law saying can't sell these
products to minors.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:filed.teeth@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jtungpal@zagmail.gonzaga.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:02:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JD Yamashita
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jtungpal@zagmail.gonzaga.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jtungpal@zagmail.gonzaga.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikkelsenjm@roadrunner.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:33:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jean Mikkelsen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikkelsenjm@roadrunner.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I would like to enter testimony on SB 2819 on electronic cigarets. I am opposed to you claiming that
these should be like a cigarette made from tobacco leaves, as they are not. Since there is nothing that
is being burned in an electronic cigarette, as with a regular tobacco leaf cigarette, the body does not
receive the carcinogenic properties from the smoke.  Also many people have reduced or quit smoking by
using these devises.  There is no second hand smoke with an e-cigarette, no lit end to start a potental
fire, and no oder in your home or anything else.  Nicotine by itself does not cause cancer.  I ask would
you put a tax on tomatoes, potatoes, eggplants, cauliflower, green peppers and teas as tobacco
products as they contain nicotine also?  These are plants that people eat.  And the propylene glycol is
used in food, cosmetics and medicine as it keeps things moist and is used in food coloring. I myself am
a user of these devises and they have helped me to cut down on smoking quit a bit.  They are not a
tobacco product.  They contain a certain amount of nicotine, yes,  some have no nicotine at all, but they
are not made of the same elements as a tobacco leaf product, i.e. tobacco, paper, filter and all the
other additives found in them.  They are cheaper to use which also is a help for those who cannot
afford other alternatives to quiting smoking.  You have to be older that 18 to purchase many things to
enclude tobacco leaf products.  I think you have to ask yourselves and do some research as I have, that
these are not the same as tobacco leaf cigarttes and say no to this bill and amendment, especially since
it is to redefine something that it is not for a &quot;taxation purpose&quot; only.  Thank you for your
time.  Jean Mikkelsen   

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mikkelsenjm@roadrunner.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: xforinbus@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:55:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JEANNETTE
Organization: Individual
E-mail: xforinbus@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
mY HUSBAND HAS BEEN USING THIS AND HE HAS STOPPED SMOKING AND ALSO STARTED TO
DOWNGRADE HIS INTAKE SO I BELIEVE THIS TO BE VERY
GOOD FOR PEOPLE PERIOD.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:xforinbus@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jeffrey.gruny@us.army.mil
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:19:26 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff A Gruny
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jeffrey.gruny@us.army.mil
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!
That is why I switched from reg cigarettes. I am feeling a lot healthier.

Please do not hinder peoples chances of a healthier choice at significant cost savings, particularly during
this economic time we live in.

Mahalo!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jeffrey.gruny@us.army.mil


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jeffbalderramachi@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:40:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeff balderrama
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jeffbalderramachi@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jeffbalderramachi@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jbchickenhead@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:31:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Brendel
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jbchickenhead@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Seeing as though the taxation on tobacco is just that, on tobacco, this is clearly an unjust law.  Nicotine
is not in any way, shape, or form to be considered tobacco.  If it were to be, wouldn't the nicotine
patches, nicotine gum, and nicotine losenges that large pharma has on the market be subject to
tobacco taxation?

These vapor nicotine delivery systems are a great way for smokers to get off tobacco, and thus you
would be hurting the general public by passing such a bill in to law.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jbchickenhead@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jfreemanpro@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:58:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeff freeman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jfreemanpro@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
i OPPOSE THE DECISION OF TAXING THIS PRODUCT

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jfreemanpro@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Jhard22@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:09:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Hardin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Jhard22@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I have not smoked in over 2 years by using electronic cigarettes to quit and maintain a smoke free life.
This tax will ruin the business of the best supplier of electronic cigarettes in the US.  If this tax is passed
it must be limited &amp; not be applied to any equipment. A 70% tax is ridiculous.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Jhard22@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jeffkirk@vt.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:18:09 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Kirk
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jeffkirk@vt.edu
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
No sales to minors but no tobacco tax on non tobacco products

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jeffkirk@vt.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: 01clk430@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:38:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeff lachance
Organization: Individual
E-mail: 01clk430@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:01clk430@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jp.cid@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:43:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Park
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jp.cid@hawaiiantel.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
This increase in taxes on e-cigarettes, and products is unacceptable.  I have quit smoking
regular cigarettes because of it.  And to make these products expensive and unaffordable will only drive
me back to smoke toxic cigarettes, that also harms others around me in forms of 2nd hand smoke.  This
new tax increase will only make it worst for the whole community as a whole.  As vaping e-cigarettes
does no harm like
cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jp.cid@hawaiiantel.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gimpdrummer@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:28:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeff raynor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gimpdrummer@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gimpdrummer@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Richardson74948@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:21:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Richardson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Richardson74948@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This will kill the ecig industry in Hawaii and force your local ecig businesses out of state with the 70%
wholesale tax. The ecig should NOT be placed in the same bucket as Tobacco as it has NO tobacco. It
seems the the tobacco companies have gotten their dirty hands around the throat of the state of
Hawaii and are squeezing in order to get their customers back. I have personally been purchasing my
ecig hardware and eliquid from an online retailer located in your state and WILL NOT continue to do so
if this measure is passed. I had also planned a trip to your state to meet the people who have helped
me kick the tobacco habit but I will not be doing that now. These products have helped so many people
quit old fashioned cigarettes and this measure would force some of those people back to those
cigarettes, causing harm to those people.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Richardson74948@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jbuddhasaunders@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:47:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Saunders
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jbuddhasaunders@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jbuddhasaunders@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jthogmtn@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:41:13 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeff Tatum
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jthogmtn@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am not opposed to limiting the sale of Ecigs to minors, but I am against changes that would put an
extreme and outrageous tax on Ecigs similar to those on cigarets.
This is a nicotine product not a tobacco product,not unlike nicotine gums, lozenges and patches.
Please don't mess this up for all of us who were able to quit cigarets with this product.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jthogmtn@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: factory1019@att.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:16:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeffery Scott
Organization: Individual
E-mail: factory1019@att.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I will not support a State in any way, shape, or form that would support a bill as ridiculous as this. That
includes visiting the State for business and/or pleasure. Electronic cigarettes and their associated
products are NOT tobacco, nor are they derived or contain any tobacco products. Therefore, they and
their associated products should not be constrained by the laws or taxes  that ONLY apply tobacco
products. I DO, however, approve all measures that would insure their inability to be sold to minors.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jagellpuff@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:47:12 PM
Attachments: Jeffrey Gallup testimony of Bill SB2819.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeffrey Gallup
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jagellpuff@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please do not pass this bill, it will have far reaching consequences outside of the State of Hawaii.

I had hoped to visit the Volcano Vapor Cafe in Hawaii, but if this passes, that will be a journey that I
will not make.
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Jeffrey Gallup’s personal testimony of Bill SB2819

My testimony will not be that much different from many you will hear, but hear it you must, as this Bill SB2819 will greatly affect me and many more people negatively.

I was a smoker for over 25 years.  I grew up in a home where my father smoked.  I was the youngest of 3 kids, and the only child to pick up the habit.  I can’t blame my father for the choices I made; after all he quit smoking in fact about 6 months after I started.  Some people are just prone to smoke, while others choose not to like my siblings.

Over the course of the 25 years I smoked I tried many times to quit.  I tried using the nicotine gum and patches, but controlling the amount of nicotine was difficult, and typically I ended up with headaches or upset stomach, so the solution was to continue smoking.  In January 2011 I got a prescription for Chantix, and I must say in many ways it cut the urge for smoking, but as I live with my girlfriend and she smokes, I just couldn’t break free.  By no means was it her fault, it was ultimately my choice.

What many people don’t understand, and for a non-smoker can’t grasp this, but smoking is or was my best friend.  Throughout my teenage and adult life, regardless of what was happening cigarettes were there, not to judge, but to support, relax and comfort me.  Cigarettes were even there to celebrate the victories in life.  They were also there to share the daily quiet moments of reflection after a day of work.  I know this sounds strange, but these feelings are not just shared by me but many other smokers around the world.  That is why it is so hard to quit, it is not simply quitting smoking, but giving up a beloved friend.

Then a friend told me that he tried eCigs and they worked.  I was skeptical, but started looking online to learn about these things.  I was blown away at the amount of information on the internet, both for and against.  What has struck me as odd has been the amount of negativity thrown at eCigs.  That really bothers me, on one hand the government says I should quit, they continue to ban them, push me outside, talk about banning them in cars, parks, etc. and yet here is an alternative that they want to silence.

On September 12th of 2011, I tried eCigs, and as of today am proud to say I am an ex-smoker!  The transition was instant, from the very first vape (that is the term used to describe the action as opposed to smoking).  18 days after I started vaping, my girlfriend asked to finally try it and 3 hours after trying mine, I went to a local store and bought her a kit.  She too has not had a cigarette since, and she smoked for over 20 years.

And now today the State of Hawaii wants to impose a 70% tax on eCigs, why?  To drive these out of the market place, to protect kids from using them, or is it because you fear the loss of tobacco tax revenue if people continue to make the switch to eCigs?

This is downright wrong!  As government officials you claim to have the best interest of the public in mind when making decisions, how does this one add up?  The FDA supports the use of gum, patches and other nicotine delivery systems, but calls into question eCigs.  Time and time again I read and hear testimonies on how eCigs helped someone quit.  Maybe it is time to rethink the position on eCigs and see why they are working.

I have saved a lot of money since making the switch.  And sure my local and state governments have lost tobacco tax revenue.  But did you ever think to ask yourself what I have done with that money?  I have bought things I could not afford before, taken trips to Oregon with my girlfriend on a couple of weekends.  We are so happy that we are even planning our trip for this summer.  But I will say this, it will not be to Hawaii if this tax increase goes into effect!  How could I even imagine going somewhere that is so strongly against eCigs.  In fact part of the money I have saved from smoking has already been invested into the State of Hawaii.  My favorite eCig company is Volcano, that is correct a company that was created and has been very successful in your state!  Since I got my first Inferno eCig, I wanted nothing more than to go travel to Hawaii to visit their cafes.  I will not do this however if this bill passes, I would rather spend my money at places that support eCigs.

In these tough economic times, I have seen an explosion of business with eCigs and vaping.  In my state of Washington, we have several vaping establishments; in fact just in December we had a franchise of the Volcano Vapor Café open in Olympia!  That is real economic growth, small business taking a chance and creating revenue!  That is tax dollars being generated.  Within about 7 miles of my house there are no less than 3 eCig/vaping shops that have opened in the last 12 months.  But if Hawaii passes this 70% tax, I can see my state and others do the same thing, and that would mean several business’s shutting their doors.

If those businesses’ shut their doors, I know many people who will probably go back to smoking.  A lot of older people don’t want to order online.  Is this the message that Hawaii wants to send, one that kills business?

You may say that this bill is to ensure that kids don’t start vaping.  Well I got news for you, all the efforts of government has not stopped kids from smoking.  I do not want to see kids vaping, but kids under 18 are not allowed too, same as smoking.  Pass a bill that ensures kids under 18 cannot buy eCigs, but do not levy such a huge tax that it only results in damaging business and people’s lives.

I have noticed great changes in my health since quitting smoking, I sleep better, feel better, breathe better, all around it has made significant improvements in my health.  I wish Hawaii would take a different approach and endorse funding to help with research to better understand why eCigs work better than other NRT’s on the market.

I beg and plead with you, please do not pursue this over taxation on eCigs.  Please do not classify them as a tobacco product, as they are not!  Please do not take away someone else’s chance to finally quit smoking.  Please do not look to damage businesses’ in this tough economic time.

Have you even asked yourselves how much money can be saved from health care costs if more people quit smoking?  Look out for the public, don’t restrict or block the chance to make things better for people.  And remember that your decisions can have a great impact on more states than just Hawaii.  I urge you to strike this bill down, take a different approach and be the leader for supporting vapers rights to vape, but more so support them with giving all smokers a chance to quit smoking once and for all.

Thank you for reading this and giving me a chance for my voice to be heard.

Your fellow American,

Jeffrey Gallup

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tacoma, WA



Jeffrey Gallup’s personal testimony of Bill SB2819 

My testimony will not be that much different from many you will hear, but hear it you must, as 
this Bill SB2819 will greatly affect me and many more people negatively. 

I was a smoker for over 25 years.  I grew up in a home where my father smoked.  I was the 
youngest of 3 kids, and the only child to pick up the habit.  I can’t blame my father for the 
choices I made; after all he quit smoking in fact about 6 months after I started.  Some people 
are just prone to smoke, while others choose not to like my siblings. 

Over the course of the 25 years I smoked I tried many times to quit.  I tried using the nicotine 
gum and patches, but controlling the amount of nicotine was difficult, and typically I ended up 
with headaches or upset stomach, so the solution was to continue smoking.  In January 2011 I 
got a prescription for Chantix, and I must say in many ways it cut the urge for smoking, but as 
I live with my girlfriend and she smokes, I just couldn’t break free.  By no means was it her 
fault, it was ultimately my choice. 

What many people don’t understand, and for a non-smoker can’t grasp this, but smoking is or 
was my best friend.  Throughout my teenage and adult life, regardless of what was happening 
cigarettes were there, not to judge, but to support, relax and comfort me.  Cigarettes were 
even there to celebrate the victories in life.  They were also there to share the daily quiet 
moments of reflection after a day of work.  I know this sounds strange, but these feelings are 
not just shared by me but many other smokers around the world.  That is why it is so hard to 
quit, it is not simply quitting smoking, but giving up a beloved friend. 

Then a friend told me that he tried eCigs and they worked.  I was skeptical, but started looking 
online to learn about these things.  I was blown away at the amount of information on the 
internet, both for and against.  What has struck me as odd has been the amount of negativity 
thrown at eCigs.  That really bothers me, on one hand the government says I should quit, they 
continue to ban them, push me outside, talk about banning them in cars, parks, etc. and yet 
here is an alternative that they want to silence. 

On September 12th of 2011, I tried eCigs, and as of today am proud to say I am an ex-smoker!  
The transition was instant, from the very first vape (that is the term used to describe the action 
as opposed to smoking).  18 days after I started vaping, my girlfriend asked to finally try it and 
3 hours after trying mine, I went to a local store and bought her a kit.  She too has not had a 
cigarette since, and she smoked for over 20 years. 

And now today the State of Hawaii wants to impose a 70% tax on eCigs, why?  To drive these 
out of the market place, to protect kids from using them, or is it because you fear the loss of 
tobacco tax revenue if people continue to make the switch to eCigs? 

This is downright wrong!  As government officials you claim to have the best interest of the 
public in mind when making decisions, how does this one add up?  The FDA supports the use of 
gum, patches and other nicotine delivery systems, but calls into question eCigs.  Time and time 



again I read and hear testimonies on how eCigs helped someone quit.  Maybe it is time to 
rethink the position on eCigs and see why they are working. 

I have saved a lot of money since making the switch.  And sure my local and state governments 
have lost tobacco tax revenue.  But did you ever think to ask yourself what I have done with 
that money?  I have bought things I could not afford before, taken trips to Oregon with my 
girlfriend on a couple of weekends.  We are so happy that we are even planning our trip for this 
summer.  But I will say this, it will not be to Hawaii if this tax increase goes into effect!  How 
could I even imagine going somewhere that is so strongly against eCigs.  In fact part of the 
money I have saved from smoking has already been invested into the State of Hawaii.  My 
favorite eCig company is Volcano, that is correct a company that was created and has been 
very successful in your state!  Since I got my first Inferno eCig, I wanted nothing more than to 
go travel to Hawaii to visit their cafes.  I will not do this however if this bill passes, I would 
rather spend my money at places that support eCigs. 

In these tough economic times, I have seen an explosion of business with eCigs and vaping.  In 
my state of Washington, we have several vaping establishments; in fact just in December we 
had a franchise of the Volcano Vapor Café open in Olympia!  That is real economic growth, 
small business taking a chance and creating revenue!  That is tax dollars being generated.  
Within about 7 miles of my house there are no less than 3 eCig/vaping shops that have opened 
in the last 12 months.  But if Hawaii passes this 70% tax, I can see my state and others do the 
same thing, and that would mean several business’s shutting their doors. 

If those businesses’ shut their doors, I know many people who will probably go back to 
smoking.  A lot of older people don’t want to order online.  Is this the message that Hawaii 
wants to send, one that kills business? 

You may say that this bill is to ensure that kids don’t start vaping.  Well I got news for you, all 
the efforts of government has not stopped kids from smoking.  I do not want to see kids 
vaping, but kids under 18 are not allowed too, same as smoking.  Pass a bill that ensures kids 
under 18 cannot buy eCigs, but do not levy such a huge tax that it only results in damaging 
business and people’s lives. 

I have noticed great changes in my health since quitting smoking, I sleep better, feel better, 
breathe better, all around it has made significant improvements in my health.  I wish Hawaii 
would take a different approach and endorse funding to help with research to better understand 
why eCigs work better than other NRT’s on the market. 

I beg and plead with you, please do not pursue this over taxation on eCigs.  Please do not 
classify them as a tobacco product, as they are not!  Please do not take away someone else’s 
chance to finally quit smoking.  Please do not look to damage businesses’ in this tough 
economic time. 



Have you even asked yourselves how much money can be saved from health care costs if more 
people quit smoking?  Look out for the public, don’t restrict or block the chance to make things 
better for people.  And remember that your decisions can have a great impact on more states 
than just Hawaii.  I urge you to strike this bill down, take a different approach and be the 
leader for supporting vapers rights to vape, but more so support them with giving all smokers a 
chance to quit smoking once and for all. 

Thank you for reading this and giving me a chance for my voice to be heard. 

Your fellow American, 

Jeffrey Gallup 

Tacoma, WA 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jay_cube808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 2:36:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeffrey Johansen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jay_cube808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
you try and stop smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jkaiawe@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:45:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeffrey Kaiawe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jkaiawe@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: shrinkadink17@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:42:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jenay Cutino-Lemert
Organization: Individual
E-mail: shrinkadink17@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I quit smoking within a few days after smoking for over ten years.  The vapor cigarette has saved my
life, and I encourage everyone who wants to quit cigarettes to try the vapor, no matter what age you
are.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mjsahr@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:33:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jennifer Cadelina
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mjsahr@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I support only where it is prohibited to the sale of minors but I do not support the bill where it wants to
classify the electronic cigarette as a tobacco product for the purpose of taxation.  Are we not already
paying the sales tax when we purchase an electronic cigarrette or any accessories associated with it? 
The electronic cigarette was designed and created as a better alternative to the traditional tobacco
product as well as to save the consumer money.  By taxing the electronic cigarette and all accessories
associated with it is unfair. The electronic cigarette is not a tobacco product, nor should it be classified
as one. By taxing it as a tobacco product it would only drive the consumers back to traditional tobacco
products which contains nicotine and other poisons which not only harms the person smoking it but also
the people around them.  This tax would also create a black market of sort or drive consumers to
purchase from out of state or even internationally.  This would only create a negative outcome for all
involved-from the vendors to consumers. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Jenscheez@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:37:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jennifer Chu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Jenscheez@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jennifer_d_morgan@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:30:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jennifer Morgan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jennifer_d_morgan@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jensenreese@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:38:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jensen reese
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jensenreese@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This product is in no way connected to tobacco and now the state wants to put a big tax on capping
products. This will only drive others to try different items. Driving local money to the states if you put a
tobacco tax on these products.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jjbisarra@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 3:12:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeremy bisarra
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jjbisarra@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lil_jayjay2000@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 7:03:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeremy coleman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lil_jayjay2000@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: halom808@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:18:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeremy Ellis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: halom808@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is wear i wittering my Testimony.

I believe that electronic cigarettes should be banned to underage kids they shouldn't be smoking
anything. but taxing this alliterative to cigarets at 70% would drive others and me back to real cigarets
with is horrible thought. dew to the outrageous cost increase &amp; would also shut down local
retailers. the legislature should tax the nicotine catting products &quot;ecig juice&quot; at a resealable
tax such as 10%-20% and all the accessory sold be sold with the normal sales tax.  please take this in
to consideration and dont pass this bill as it stands now, is going to hurt more people than it helps.
thank you for your time.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: prettyme.jn@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:43:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jeremy nitahara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: prettyme.jn@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: methoslhod@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:15:03 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeremy Schlake
Organization: Individual
E-mail: methoslhod@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This bill would force business out of Hawaii.  Several stores and distributors are located in Hawaii and
would remove any competitiveness from the market by placing them inline with tobacco companies that
have much larger advertisement and development campaigns and funding.  Electronic cigarettes are a
proven healthier alternative to tobacco, as is nicotine products like nicotine gum, which subsequently is
not taxed 70%.  I am in the military, and my health is fundamental to my work.  Taxing electronic
cigarettes would force many ex-smokers stationed in Hawaii that use electronic cigarettes to start to
question the cost benefit and switch back to smoking tobacco cigarettes, doing exactly as Hawaii would
rather not have, which is sponsor more tobacco-related health problems in their medical system.  Please
remove this bill or vote NO on it!
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:methoslhod@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jeremy79_live@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:54:41 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jeremy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jeremy79_live@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This bill is unfair and I will never visit Hawaii if this passes. Electronic Cigarettes saved my life and the
lives of many of my family and friends from a tobacco related illness or death.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jerryj66@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:17:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jerry Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jerryj66@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jmnjr@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:34:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jerry Neumann
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jmnjr@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
This is ridiculous. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jess@islandvapor.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:27:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jess Lovely
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jess@islandvapor.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Please don't pass this law and put all the E-cigarette stores out of business.  There are to many people
that benefit from this product!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jess@islandvapor.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jessecn777@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:58:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jesse aurrecoechea
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jessecn777@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It helped me quit cigs all together. please don't pass the bill.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jessecn777@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dirtgod@email.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:08:33 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jesse Hood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dirtgod@email.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dirtgod@email.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wkkikruse@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:06:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jesse Krufe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wkkikruse@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:wkkikruse@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chetchy76@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:17:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jesse larson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chetchy76@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:chetchy76@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jcsheehan21@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 11:14:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jesse sheehan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jcsheehan21@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jcsheehan21@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: livnrite@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:58:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jesse stephens
Organization: Individual
E-mail: livnrite@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:livnrite@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rubbaslippas@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:07:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jesse Tavui
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rubbaslippas@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
cant put a tobacco tax on something thats not made of tobacco

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rubbaslippas@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Jessep242@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:43:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jessep Bangham
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Jessep242@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Ladies &amp; gentlemen of the court,

Thanks to e-cigs, I was able to quit smoking entirely! For you to attempt to tax the industry on the
same level as actual tobacco will not only destroy local businesses (thereby adding to the
unemployment problems our nation faces) but remove a viable method to help people quit smoking!

I don't think I need to explain to you how smoking can limit a person's lifespan and quality of life but
consider this, the less smokers there are living longer lives means more taxes brought in. It also means
a MUCH lower burden on our medical system. All in all this is a positive thing so PLEASE be rational
when you make your decisions on this issue.

Thank you very much,

-Jessep Bangham-

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Jessep242@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: greven1109@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:22:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jesus a leal jr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: greven1109@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:greven1109@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jhomarsar@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:21:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jhomar Sarmiento
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jhomarsar@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jhomarsar@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ec1ipse13@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:56:07 AM
Attachments: I support that e cigarettes should not be sold to minors.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jim Feece
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ec1ipse13@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ec1ipse13@gmail.com

I support that e cigarettes should not be sold to minors, however I STRONGLY OPPOSE  that there should be a tax on electronic cigarettes.  I have struggled many years to quit smoking and with electronic cigarettes, I have finally stopped smoking for over a year now.  I feel much better, I can breathe and taste again, walk a lot further without being out of breath, and I am much more psychically fit because of electronic cigarettes.  If you were to tax e cigs, I know the prices would go up and I would have to resort back to traditional cigarettes to maintain my budget.  I would be then putting those 4000 carcinogens in my lungs again, and probably develop cancer, be at a greater risk of having a heart attack or heart disease, and/or develop  COPD and it would cost the tax payer more money to cover my medical expenses.  And that is just me, think of what it would cost tax payers for the millions of other people that use e cigs.  It doesn’t stop there, it keeps going with people unable to work because of chronic illness caused by traditional cigarettes, which means they would also be unemployed due to repertory problems and heart disease.  You would not being saving any money in the long run.  Give the non smokers a break.  If they can quit using e cigarettes, please don’t discourage them from continuing to be smoke free and living a healthier life.  



I support that e cigarettes should not be sold to minors, however I STRONGLY OPPOSE  that there should 
be a tax on electronic cigarettes.  I have struggled many years to quit smoking and with electronic 
cigarettes, I have finally stopped smoking for over a year now.  I feel much better, I can breathe and 
taste again, walk a lot further without being out of breath, and I am much more psychically fit because 
of electronic cigarettes.  If you were to tax e cigs, I know the prices would go up and I would have to 
resort back to traditional cigarettes to maintain my budget.  I would be then putting those 4000 
carcinogens in my lungs again, and probably develop cancer, be at a greater risk of having a heart attack 
or heart disease, and/or develop  COPD and it would cost the tax payer more money to cover my 
medical expenses.  And that is just me, think of what it would cost tax payers for the millions of other 
people that use e cigs.  It doesn’t stop there, it keeps going with people unable to work because of 
chronic illness caused by traditional cigarettes, which means they would also be unemployed due to 
repertory problems and heart disease.  You would not being saving any money in the long run.  Give the 
non smokers a break.  If they can quit using e cigarettes, please don’t discourage them from continuing 
to be smoke free and living a healthier life.   



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikeweld@telus.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:46:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jim Gluvic
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikeweld@telus.net
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mikeweld@telus.net


From: Jim Smith
To: HTHTestimony; CPN Testimony; WAM Testimony
Subject: FW: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:41:53 PM

 Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819
 
Conference room: 211
 Testifier position: Oppose
 Testifier will be present: No
 Submitted by: Jim Smith
 Organization: Individual
 E-mail: diducmeb4@hotmail.com
 Submitted on: 2/2/2012
 

Hawaii's state legislature recently introduced a bill that would ban the sale of electronic
cigarettes to minors and classify the product and every accessory associated with it as a
"tobacco product" for the purpose of taxation. As you might imagine I strongly support any
measure that would ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors.  However, the bill has
many unintended consequences that endangers suppliers, supporters and users of
electronic cigarettes in Hawaii.

The proposed bill would unfairly tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every electronic
cigarette accessory in Hawaii, regardless of whether or not it contains tobacco/nicotine. 
This tax in turn would force electronic cigarette companies to move out-of-state or close
down due to the tremendous competitive disadvantage that would be placed on those
companies.

 

This bill would also force local Hawaii electronic cigarette users to either purchase supplies
from out-of-state and international vendors (who are not hampered by this unfair tax) or
force those users to resort to smoking again.  I have personally been using electronic
cigarettes for over two years and purchase all my supplies from Valcanoecigs in Hawaii. 

If this bill is passed, I, as many of my friends who also use electronic cigarettes, would
simply choose to buy my supplies from a business outside of Hawaii.  This would have a
detrimental effect on all electronic cigarette businesses in Hawaii, thus leading to company
failure and a disadvantageous consequence on state tax currently generated by the
businesses.

 

If the true intent behind this bill is to protect those under 18, then ban sales to those
persons.  Do not impose an unfair “tobacco tax” on a product that is not tobacco. 
Otherwise, this bill is merely nothing but another tax to generate revenue for the State but
will in the long run, cause a tax deficit when customers no longer use Hawaii based
electronic cigarette businesses. 

 

mailto:diducmeb4@hotmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:CPNTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: djmac247@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:34:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jimmie McCullough
Organization: Individual
E-mail: djmac247@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
While it makes sense to restrict minors from using e-cigarettes, lets not forget that they contain NO
tobacco. Keeping the under aged from consuming these products is fine, but how can you tax
something that has no tobacco like something that does. These are not cigarettes and I should know.
I've been smoke free since March 2011.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:djmac247@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: seoyunki@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:05:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jin Sook Bosque
Organization: Individual
E-mail: seoyunki@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Ecigs have helped me quit cigarettes for 3 weeks

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:seoyunki@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jinx.finch@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:11:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jinx L. Finch
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jinx.finch@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I first bought an electronic cigarette (also known as vaporizers) while on vacation in Hawaii. This bill
should be of concern to anyone who is opposed to having e-cigarettes, cartridges, and e-juice
designated as a tobacco product as there is no tobacco in the cartridges or e-juice. Additionally, e-juice
is available with 0% nicotine, and in candy, soda, ice cream, liquor, cake, pie, cookie, spice, and other
food/beverage flavors. As a nurse I have recommended e-cigarettes to many patients, including those
who aren't actively trying to quit smoking, but are buying the e-juice in flavors to cut down on their
daily ingestion of some of the food/beverage flavors. Some of my patients claim that their use of the e-
cigarette with food/beverage flavor e-juices have helped them lose weight by enabling them to get the
flavor of certain food/beverages without eating them. Electronic cigarettes have also reportedly helped
some people cut down or quit smoking cigarettes because the e-cigarettes enable the smoker to mimic
smoking real cigarettes but they are inhaling and doing the hand to mouth motions done in smoking
while patches, gums, and lozenges don't provide  the &quot;smoking experience&quot; which many
patients claim that they miss and for which they claim has made their efforts at stopping smoking
unsuccessful.  The e-juices create a water vapor whether the e-juice has nicotine or does not include
nicotine but is food/beverage flavored. I particularly recommend a brand of e-cigarette that is only
available by mail from a manufacturer/vendor in Hawaii because their products create the amount of
vapor that is more like the smoke that is inhaled from a tobacco cigarette . The cartridges and/or e-
juices are not tobacco products, contain no tobacco, and shouldn't be treated as tobacco products.  Bills
such as this one threaten to establish legal precedent and undoubtedly will lead to other states following
suit with similar bills.  The ramifications of that would be that e-cigarettes, e-juice, and cartridges would
fall under FDA rules and regulations, and place an unnecessary burden on people who use these
products and manufacturers/vendors who supply these products. Currently these products aren't being
advertised nor are the manufacturers/vendors claiming that one can stop smoking by using them, no
health claims whatsoever are made by manufacturers/vendors. Bills such as this one would pave the
way for the FDA to start regulating these products, and would also undoubtedly result in these products
disappearing from the market as the FDA would be testing them before approving them for sale to the
public.  We all know that the FDA is understaffed and has been notoriously slow in approving
medications and other products that may have a medical benefit for use by the general public. In all of
my travels nationwide, I have never seen a child use electronic cigarettes and the product isn't
advertised on websites that attract minors. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jinx.finch@comcast.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joan.wilder@sbcglobal.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:00:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joan Wilder
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joan.wilder@sbcglobal.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Ridiculous!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:joan.wilder@sbcglobal.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: phattbutt10@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:37:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joanne oh
Organization: Individual
E-mail: phattbutt10@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:phattbutt10@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: g4mula808@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:05:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joathan Agnir
Organization: Individual
E-mail: g4mula808@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:g4mula808@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jdog3mta3@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:14:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jobey Rodrigues-Kahakai
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jdog3mta3@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
This is a safe product that prevents people from smoking cigarettes.  This is not tobacco.  This is a
product that gives individuals healthy options. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jdog3mta3@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jfukumoto@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:47:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jodi Fukumoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jfukumoto@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jfukumoto@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jodielynn96744@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:23:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jodielynn augustus
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jodielynn96744@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jodielynn96744@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jostephfee@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:25:29 AM
Attachments: Testimony.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jody Fee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jostephfee@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jostephfee@yahoo.com

I was a smoke for over 30 years. Now due to the invention of the Electronic Cigarette I am smoke free. This is an important moment in history and health of our nation. I do believe this to be a great product and a useful tool for those who wish not to smoke anymore. This bill that is being presented is a travesty and should not be passed. The electronic cigarette is not a tobacco product and should not be treated as such. Minors are not targeted nor are they allowed to purchase these products. In fact if you read the information and how they are marketed you will find that great measures are taken to keep this from happening. If fact they even go as far as saying that if you are not already addicted to nicotine you should not use this product. They are not targeting people to start using electronic cigarettes; they are helping people that want a healthier way of dealing with their dependency of nicotine.  The electronic cigarette is no more a tobacco product then patches or gum. Still there are many that want to make it out to be a tobacco product due to the fact they see the vapor coming out of the mouth. This is just another delivery system for nicotine for those that are already addicted. You can do as we have and look at the studies that Baltimore College has done. It is not harmful for those around you and it is not harmful for the person that is using the electronic cigarette. Why would you not want to support a product that saves peoples lives, reduces medical issues, and helps people that want help? This bill would jeopardize the peoples that have come to find this as a safe alternative to smoking. This help us to continue to be healthy and smoke free by NOT PASSING this bill. I fully support the enforcement of no sales to minors. 

Sincerely 

Jody A Fee 



I was a smoke for over 30 years. Now due to the invention of the Electronic Cigarette I am smoke free. 
This is an important moment in history and health of our nation. I do believe this to be a great product 
and a useful tool for those who wish not to smoke anymore. This bill that is being presented is a travesty 
and should not be passed. The electronic cigarette is not a tobacco product and should not be treated as 
such. Minors are not targeted nor are they allowed to purchase these products. In fact if you read the 
information and how they are marketed you will find that great measures are taken to keep this from 
happening. If fact they even go as far as saying that if you are not already addicted to nicotine you 
should not use this product. They are not targeting people to start using electronic cigarettes; they are 
helping people that want a healthier way of dealing with their dependency of nicotine.  The electronic 
cigarette is no more a tobacco product then patches or gum. Still there are many that want to make it 
out to be a tobacco product due to the fact they see the vapor coming out of the mouth. This is just 
another delivery system for nicotine for those that are already addicted. You can do as we have and look 
at the studies that Baltimore College has done. It is not harmful for those around you and it is not 
harmful for the person that is using the electronic cigarette. Why would you not want to support a 
product that saves peoples lives, reduces medical issues, and helps people that want help? This bill 
would jeopardize the peoples that have come to find this as a safe alternative to smoking. This help us 
to continue to be healthy and smoke free by NOT PASSING this bill. I fully support the enforcement of no 
sales to minors.  

Sincerely  

Jody A Fee  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jdubsss@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:36:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joe Wishnia
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jdubsss@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jdubsss@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: johannaurquidez@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:54:50 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: johanna urquidez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: johannaurquidez@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:johannaurquidez@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: johnster_johnster@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:26:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: john a sabatka
Organization: Individual
E-mail: johnster_johnster@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
this is bad

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:johnster_johnster@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: aarghiisfrowny@clear.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:28:13 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Bartolotta
Organization: Individual
E-mail: aarghiisfrowny@clear.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I see banning e-cigs/juices (nicotine) to minors, but how can you tax batteries and other accessories as
tobacco products?  Makes no sense to me.  Taxing e-liquids is even sort of iffy, as the nicotine has been
extracted from the tobacco plant, so it's no longer really tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:aarghiisfrowny@clear.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: xvr78@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:32:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: john bruce
Organization: Individual
E-mail: xvr78@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:xvr78@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: SeaShaman@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:17:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John C. Shute
Organization: Individual
E-mail: SeaShaman@msn.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:SeaShaman@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: johnwinchell86@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:28:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Cardiff-Winchell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: johnwinchell86@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Electronic Cigarette is NOT a tobacco product. there is no tobacco involved whatsoever.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:johnwinchell86@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rampant.garage@engineer.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:59:06 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Doe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rampant.garage@engineer.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
As per your opinion on the issue, this is an unnecessary treatment to this particular group. I personally
do not think that it harms anyone but the business itself. There should be support the restriction of age
use as these are intended for adult use only. This is nothing but to bar the growth of something that in
line of a positive hobby. You should bring this bill back and come back with something that is more
reasonable.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rampant.garage@engineer.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: JCJohn23@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:48:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Fisher
Organization: Individual
E-mail: JCJohn23@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
this is not a tobacco product in any way and contains no tobacco so why should it be labeled tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:JCJohn23@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: likkos@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:00:36 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Greg
Organization: Individual
E-mail: likkos@msn.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Vaping, has helped me quite smoking cigarettes after many years. However, they are not cigarettes.
They are a much healthier alternative. I do agree that minors should not have access to nicotine. That
is not really the issue here is it.
 I know the idea of taxing something that doing well in the state at 70% sounds like a good additional
revenue stream. However, this will cause businesses to close or move out of the state and force people
to purchase products from out of state. Please reconsider, and side with the people in this matter.

Thank you

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:likkos@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: john.siletti@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 11:52:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JOHN M.K. SILETTI
Organization: Individual
E-mail: john.siletti@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I am against the fact to classify the E-cigarette as a tobacco product because the fact is it is not. This I
feel is just another way to bleed Hawaii for more money. Prohibiting the sale to minors is fine because
they already do not sell to minors as is. To pass this bill will allow the State of Hawaii to STEAL money
from the people legally and that is wrong.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:john.siletti@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: johnmolaison@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:13:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Molaison
Organization: Individual
E-mail: johnmolaison@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Dumb asses!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:johnmolaison@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: j_owenshi@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:17:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Owens
Organization: Individual
E-mail: j_owenshi@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Look up the the definition to Tobacco products.  Why would this be an alternative for Tobacco products
if there is the same taxes. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:j_owenshi@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jpvw808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:49:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: John Paul vonwiegandt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jpvw808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Please pass this bill.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jpvw808@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jtsanders23@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:49:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: john sanders
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jtsanders23@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
The gross Taxation of electronic cigarettes are damaging to a free market and safer and healthier
alternatives to smoking nicotine, and\or cannabis products.  I personal use electronic cigarettes as a
coping skill from smoking Cannabis and\or nicotine products.   Zero per cent\0%  nicotine electronic
cigarettes have been my only success and joy in living a drug free life style in over 8 years.  please
reconsider any gross taxation that will damage both lives and job.

Thank you for your consideration,

John Thomas Sanders

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jtsanders23@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: audiocratic45@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:34:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Takanawa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: audiocratic45@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I was a pack a day smoker for 15 years. I tried the gums, the patches, cold turkey, even hypnosis, and
every time I went back to tobacco cigarettes.

Until I started using electronic cigarettes.

With electronic cigarettes I've had a very notable improvement in my health and no desire to go back to
tobacco cigarettes. I've looked at the research and read all of the arguments and I still can't see why so
many anti-smoking groups try to ban something that has had the greatest potential to save lives.

Please, look at all of the research clearly. Understand that putting this kind of tax on electronic
cigarettes would not only put local companies out of business but would also put the thousands of ex-
smokers who have switched back on to regular cigarettes. This won't improve health, and it won't bring
more money into the state.

It will do the opposite.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: friedcutlet@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:35:41 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Weaver
Organization: Individual
E-mail: friedcutlet@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I am an electronic E-cigarette user. Your stupid tax on e-cigs would completely defeat the purpose of
them. I vape because it's beneficial to my health. but it also saves me MONEY. Buying cigarettes is
expensive, but a 70% tax on all e-cigs and accessories is RIDICULOUS! It would just be cheaper to buy
cigarettes and damage my health than to continue buying e-cigs with a 70% tax. If the bill is passed, I
will never buy e-cigs from Hawaii. I will never have any desire to visit Hawaii and pay other taxes. Why
don't you guys tax your air? Just tax people to breathe everyday and to drive their cars. Flat out stupid,
kind of like SB2819. I hope you people can come to your senses and realize how much people depend
on e-cigs, and maybe just for a moment, you won't think about money.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:friedcutlet@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wilson3600@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:02:36 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: John Wilson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wilson3600@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I think its a shame you even consider this bill. Electronic Cigs&gt; have saved lots of lives by getting
people off of regular harmful smokes. Why punish people for doing good just to increase your coufers.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jhb1018@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:13:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Johnny  Buss
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jhb1018@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I'm not sure how you categorize flavored vegetable oil, which is a common liquid used in e-cigarettes,
as a tobacco product.
I feel a little more research is necessary before passing this measure.
Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jnomura505@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:13:09 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joie Nomura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jnomura505@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Quite simply, e-cigs is a true health benefit.  I started utilizing e-cigs July 2011 It is Jan 2012 and I am
truly thankful for no longer being hooked on the tobacco sticks you light up and stink.  Hurrray, I'm no
longer a cig smoker.  I do like to puff or vap occasionally.  However, I regular cig smoking no longer
rules my life. E-cigs are the most inexpensive way to kick the habit and most rewarding...physically and
mentally.  PLEASE Do not classifiy nor tax e-cigs as if it's tobacco.  Mahalo from my heart!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jnomura505@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kanemoo@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:44:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jon Chiles
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kanemoo@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kanemoo@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jon.hiekkenen@tannercompanies.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:11:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jon hiekkenen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jon.hiekkenen@tannercompanies.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
govt has no buisness taxing an electronic device as a tabacco product greed dont you already get taxes
from the sales

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jon.hiekkenen@tannercompanies.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jonathan_aceret@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:20:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jonathan Aceret
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jonathan_aceret@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jkappas@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:59:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jonathan kappas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jkappas@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jkappas@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jonbonkoki@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:49:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jonathan koki
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jonbonkoki@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I was an avid smoker for 4 years. I was effected physically due to the harsh chemicals in cigarettes.
after switching to e-cigs I can honestly say that this is a healthier safer alternative to smokers who still
like to 'smoke'. There is also no second hand effects on others. If you raise the taxes I and so many
others would have a hard time affording this product. It would definitely cause a lot of problems at work
due to most of us being smokers.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jonbonkoki@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bax1231@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:02:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jonathan S Tabuc
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bax1231@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:bax1231@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jordanuts@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:51:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jordan lee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jordanuts@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jmarsen1@eaglespace.northgatech.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:14:45 PM
Attachments: Untitleddocument.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jordan Marsengill
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jmarsen1@eaglespace.northgatech.edu
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jmarsen1@eaglespace.northgatech.edu

I will try to keep this short, saving yours an my time. These devices are regulated very well within the industry, however, having the local government regulate them would also ensure that these are not sold to minors. That part I’m fine with. What I’m not fine with, is adding a “sin” tax to these devices. I personally hate the term “electronic cigarette”. These devices have nothing at all in common with cigarettes. This device usually consists of a normal lithium-ion battery, a heating element, and propylene glycol/vegetable glycerin. These do not need to be taxed in such a manner, doing so will cause all of the companies located within your state to either shut down or move to a different location outside of your state. That will cause the state itself to lose the normal tax they are already receiving off of anything being sold. This bill is going to hurt the users, sellers, and the state in which the sellers conduct business.

Thank you for your time.

-Jordan
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jordan.mulkey23@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:33:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jordan A Mulkey
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jordan.mulkey23@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes are not tobacco products they are not even tobacco alternatives and shouldn't
receive any additional taxation besides regular sales tax
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jordan.parsons@gpinteractive.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:34:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jordan Parsons
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jordan.parsons@gpinteractive.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jajaygirl09@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:56:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: jordan trujillo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jajaygirl09@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jorilynner@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:09:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jorie McGill
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jorilynner@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I support no allowing access to electronic cigarettes to minors. But taxing all accessories up to 70% of
wholesale would strongly affect me in an adverse way. I recently took up vaping nicotine to get off of a
25 year, 2 pack a day smoking habit. It was an expensive and harmful addiction. Using an e cigarette
has helped me to quit smoking cigarettes and to change my whole lifestyle. I don't want to buy my e-
juice from overseas vendors because quality is compromised. That applies to accessories as well. I think
it is important to keep US companies alive and prospering, and to buy US made products. Can we
please stop forcing consumers to buy from overseas?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hahaiboy@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:23:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jose Ilar
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hahaiboy@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mberry178@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:56:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jose Rodriguez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mberry178@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mberry178@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kepa_hawaii@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:38:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joseph B mattson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kepa_hawaii@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kepa_hawaii@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jbumatay@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:04:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joseph Bumatay
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jbumatay@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jbumatay@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: surferjoe.davis21@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:41:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joseph davis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: surferjoe.davis21@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: anon4myfb@europe.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:34:40 PM
Attachments: Testimony.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joseph Phillips
Organization: Individual
E-mail: anon4myfb@europe.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:anon4myfb@europe.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]E-cigarretes have helped my Uncle stop smoking. They are important because they help alleviate his physical addiction to nicotine, but also allow him to continue to smoke without inhaling the tar used to cure tobacco leaves and fill normal cigarettes. To take a product like this off the market by force would not only be amoral, but an inefficient move for a “Progressive” government which is at war with Tobacco. Let people inhale water and nicotine of their own free will… vote no for this measue.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: schrimm02@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:18:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joseph Schriml
Organization: Individual
E-mail: schrimm02@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is not a tobacco product! It's a nicotine product. Big business and government needs to stop
capitalizing on products that can help people reduce usage of harmful tobacco products, and start
promoting safer nicotine products instead. Passing this bill will prove that the State is interested in
money over people's health.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: josephtaylor529@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:16:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joseph Taylor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: josephtaylor529@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I have served in the US Army for five years and served two tours of duty in Iraq, for those five years i
have been a HEAVY smoker of cigarettes's.  I have noticed that after a three and a half years, my
physical performance was not as good as it was back in my early days of the military.  After i have
served my active duty term, i was honorably discharged from the army.  After a month out, i can across
an electronic cigarette, silly at first glance, i decided to buy one and was i in for a surprise, I come to
love the &quot;E-cig&quot;, plus the array of flavors is mind boggling, so many to choose from and a
flavor to suit the taste of any smoker.  I also come to find the amount of money i have saved is also a
suprise; after a year i have saved $1,000+ from switching to the &quot;E-cig&quot;.  I also noticed my
breathing was better...ALOT better, now i can run like have back in 2005 when i was in basic training. 
After a few years, i have found myself working as a welder after my schooling, since im a &quot;E-
cig&quot; user, my supervisor noticed my productivity was increased compared to my fellow co-workers
because of a simple fact that i am not taking time to stop what im doing just to go outside to smoke
while im vaping in my work station through the break.  After a few weeks, i have the whole entire shop
using &quot;E-cigs&quot; and the comments about the &quot;E-cigs&quot; are nothing but good,
positive things.  The whole shop loves them and not one person has an identical flavor and strength,
plus the money they svaed through out the months were great (could always use more gas money).  I
am still a die-hard, loyal &quot;Ecig&quot; user and fan, my health is better and my wallet and rest
easy, buying an electronic cigarette was one of the best investments i have ever decided alongside
other things.  This taxation on these products are illogical and down right stupid.  Increasing the price
on ALL products are not only going to hurt the company and stores selling these, but more importnaly,
its going to effect everyone that uses these to the full.  I hope you find it in your hearts that these
products are nothing but good things to a ever-expanding community, If i had a chance to go back in
the days of my early career in the military, i would use the &quot;E-cig&quot; in a heart beat and while
im at it, spread the truth on how these products can deliver the desired nicotine or none and NOT
inhale/exhale smelly, deadly smoke and the rest of the deadly chemicals the tobacco company's use. 
Im deciding to start my own business making electronic cigarette juice for this ever expanding
community of &quot;E-cig&quot; users and create my own flavors and strengths to satisfy the ever
expanding community and the ingredients are very simple and abundant.  But if this crazy taxation
passes, its going to ruin my chance to be part of something that has helped me and others.  As we
both know, the tax bill is just for the tobacco company's profit.  thank you for taking the time to read
this and understanding what i mean when i say this is a great product.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:josephtaylor529@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: whitezombie.1965@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:00:43 PM
Attachments: Ecig Testimony.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Josh Elder
Organization: Individual
E-mail: whitezombie.1965@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:whitezombie.1965@gmail.com

I started smoking when I was 12 and quit using Volcano ecig when I was 26.  If it wasn't for ecigs I garentee that I would still be smoking.  Why try to stop something that a lot of people have had success with?  As far as safety goes I think the evidence is out there that support ecigs.
									Josh Elder
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mrdah@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:58:06 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Josh Nielsen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mrdah@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It doesn't make sense to tax something as related to tobacco, that isn't related to tobacco. We need to
keep these out of the hands of children, I agree, but there's other ways of doing this.  Nothing but the
nicotine containing products should be taxed, if anything.  I have friends that use the &quot;juice&quot;
without nicotine.  How is that related to tobacco at all?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: josh@sommers.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:17:32 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Josh Sommers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: josh@sommers.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I was a smoker for 15 years. I tried to quit smoking many times using every method available and
nothing worked for me. Two years ago I purchased an electronic cigarette and since that day I have not
had a single analog cigarette. Electronic cigarettes have proven to be the only means of quitting
smoking that has worked for me. Electronic cigarettes are the only means of quitting smoking that
enable the user to gradually step down the amount of nicotine intake and provide the option of
completely eliminating nicotine altogether. Electronic cigarettes are NOT the same as analog cigarettes
and should not be treated as such. As someone who frequently visits Hawaii I can say that if Hawaii
enacts this extremely harsh level of taxation I will no longer visit Hawaii for my vacations, opting
instead for vacation locations that support the use of Electronic cigarettes. I wholeheartedly support
preventing minors from purchasing any component of an electronic cigarette, but I do not in any way
support this extreme and abusive proposed 70% tax. Don't do it Hawaii, this is an extremely misguided
measure.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:josh@sommers.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cryptorchild311@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:11:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: josh
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cryptorchild311@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Rather than conducting the necessary research to create a specific classification of the product and
applying a fair tax policy for it, Hawaii's state legislature is merely attempting to classify the product as
tobacco and apply the egregious tax rates that are applied to tobacco to electronic cigarettes too.
Levying this hefty of a tax on the product would virtually wipe out any local vendors as they would not
be able to compete with their out-of-state and international counterparts that are not subject to this
unfair tax.

Customers would then be forced to buy their products from vendors out-of-state on the internet, or put
down their ecigs and return to smoking again.  Any and all local vendors would either be forced to
relocate their operations to another state or face closure due to the competitive disadvantage that
would be placed on them.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mrg240@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 2:39:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joshua green
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mrg240@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joshpau@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 11:58:57 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joshua Pau
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joshpau@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:joshpau@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mockedxbeauty@aim.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:45:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joshua rager
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mockedxbeauty@aim.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
as a smoker of over 10 years and someone who has lost several family members to lung cancer due
from the chemical harm that smoking actubal tobacco can cause to the lungs and body. with the use of
the eletronic cigarette, i have greatly increased my life expectancy per my doctor, and have curbed my
addictions to nicotine using this product. by not having access to electronic cigarettes, or limited access,
iw ould surely being going back to real tobacco, hurting not only myself but the envirmoent and those
around me. one person can make a difference.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: boricua8081@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:32:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joshua seabury
Organization: Individual
E-mail: boricua8081@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vistantej@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:48:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: josiah vistante
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vistantej@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joegina@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:40:39 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joven tolentino
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joegina@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
e-cigs stopped me from smoking

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joy.k.hokama@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 3:10:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joy Hokama
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joy.k.hokama@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:joy.k.hokama@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: j.kelly5990@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:05:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joyce Kelly
Organization: Individual
E-mail: j.kelly5990@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
While I strongly agree that electronic cigarettes should not be sold to minors.  I understand that the
sellers of e-cigs take every possible measure to prevent under age individuals from purchasing their
products.  These bills would unfairly tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every electronic cigarette
accessory in Hawaii, regardless of whether or not it contains tobacco/nicotine, at a rate of 70% of the
wholesale price. This tax in turn would force Volcanoecigs to move out-of-state or close down due to
the tremendous competitive disadvantage that would be placed on them.  This would take jobs and
revenue away from Hawaii.  We should be working on growing businesses not closing them down.
I strongly oppose this bill.
Joyce Kelly

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: scizor02@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:33:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jrod Wong
Organization: Individual
E-mail: scizor02@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
don't tax this great product.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: evainyone@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:25:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Juan Perez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: evainyone@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: natejudy4248@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 4:03:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: judy leonguerrero
Organization: Individual
E-mail: natejudy4248@msn.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
you try and stop smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: RebelAlchemist@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:21:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Julia Conquest
Organization: Individual
E-mail: RebelAlchemist@comcast.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jujubeee07@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:17:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Julius Dinong
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jujubeee07@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: flgrnlizard57@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:10:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: JUNE SHORT
Organization: Individual
E-mail: flgrnlizard57@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Look, 1st everyone messes with our right to smoke, you asked that we quit. Now we are all using E-cigs
or others like it to quit smoking, and now you want to mess with that. Get a friggin' life already and go
after some of the things that really matter..child abuse, spousal abuse, etc.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: santaisaplayah@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:38:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: justin Chan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: santaisaplayah@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: justinchan723@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:18:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Justin Chan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: justinchan723@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I've been a customer of this company for a while and I don't think this is fair at all. Don't tax them! i
chose this so i could save money from buying cigarettes and i don't want to pay tax on these products
as well

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:justinchan723@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jcredible78@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:21:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Justin Dodd
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jcredible78@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am a huge fan of ecigarettes.  I am a smoker of almost 10 years...and I have turned to these as a
alternative.  Unfortunately, the cost as it stands now is already more than a carton of my original brand
of cigarettes.  I have limited income...so if the cost of these does go up, I would now then have to
contemplate reverting back to regular cigarettes simply due to the cost.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jcredible78@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: aircat72@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:31:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Justin Gibbs
Organization: Individual
E-mail: aircat72@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:aircat72@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jnish3590@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:44:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: justin nishida
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jnish3590@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jnish3590@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jus_rebs808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:26:07 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Justin Rebudal
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jus_rebs808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jus_rebs808@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: justin.richardson.jr@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:00:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: justin richardson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: justin.richardson.jr@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:justin.richardson.jr@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thecoronersgambit@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:05:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Justin Tanner
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thecoronersgambit@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
While I agree that nicotine products should not be sold to minors, exorbitant tax provisions would not
only destroy existing e-cigarette companies in HI, but would prevent businesses from developing there
in the future, and would prompt most/all e-cigarette consumers in HI (now and in the future) to
purchase e-cigarette products online or by mail order from out-of-state, making it infeasible for the HI
Rev Dept to collect taxes on these purchases.

Bottom line, it could cost the HI Revenue Dept more to try collecting the tax than the revenue it would
bring in.

Electronic cigarettes only contain nicotine, a base, and flavoring. They do not contain tobacco, do not
cause cancer and emphysema, and do not affect others with second hand “smoke” because they
produce vapor, not smoke.

The reason for high taxation on cigarettes and other tobacco products is to offset the cost of health-
care accrued from the damage caused by those products. Since electronic cigarettes do not cause the
diseases that traditional tobacco products cause, it makes no sense to raise taxes on them to offset
non-existent costs to society.

The goal of the electronic cigarette community is to help smokers find a healthier alternative to smoking
which saves lives and reduces the financial and human cost that traditional tobacco consumption
causes. The pharmaceutical industry has failed to produce an effective product for smokers who have
trouble quitting. Curtailing the purchase and use of healthier alternatives by informed adults will only
drive those smokers back to tobacco use and eventual death.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:thecoronersgambit@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: klt_82@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:56:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: K
Organization: Individual
E-mail: klt_82@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Look, you guys really need to stop all of the nonsense.  These products have NOTHING to do with
tobacco, and you should leave it alone.  In fact, ecigs made me quit smoking tobacco and my health has
noticeably improved since.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:klt_82@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: yayagirl_74@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:16:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kahala
Organization: Individual
E-mail: yayagirl_74@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
leave us alone

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:yayagirl_74@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kailekrueger@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:23:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kailee Gruber
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kailekrueger@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kailekrueger@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kailey.reyes@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 7:22:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kailey Reyes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kailey.reyes@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I have quit smoking cigarettes for a year and half now.  I have tried everything to quit cigarettes and
nothing worked until I tried vaping,  Please help the many of us who are on our journey to becoming
free of dependency. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kailey.reyes@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: zayahbaby@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:04:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kainoa Kaeka
Organization: Individual
E-mail: zayahbaby@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:zayahbaby@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kalani.shawnee@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:40:52 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kalani akana
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kalani.shawnee@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kalani.shawnee@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: prittypritt@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:25:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kalani angeles
Organization: Individual
E-mail: prittypritt@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:prittypritt@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: supahkaleo@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 6:30:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kaleo cockett
Organization: Individual
E-mail: supahkaleo@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:supahkaleo@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: KALEO12@GMAIL.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:48:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: KALEO WELCH
Organization: Individual
E-mail: KALEO12@GMAIL.COM
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
THE ELECTRONIC CIG PRODUCTS HAS HELPED ME QUIT SMOKING COMPLETELY

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: KALEO12@GMAIL.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:48:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: KALEO WELCH
Organization: Individual
E-mail: KALEO12@GMAIL.COM
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
VOLCANO VAPOR PRODUCTS HAS HELPED ME QUIT SMOKING COMPLETELY

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:KALEO12@GMAIL.COM


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: laulau@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:57:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kali Liu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: laulau@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Its not tobacco and I dont believe this is causing any harm to my lungs. I feel better using ecigs then I
did using cigarettes. I havent smoked a cigarette for over one year now.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kb8098@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:25:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kamao berinobis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kb8098@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kb8098@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: elayurong@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:58:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kamuela Yurong
Organization: Individual
E-mail: elayurong@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:elayurong@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kquinata143@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:01:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kara Quinata
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kquinata143@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I love my Volcanoe E-Cig it really helped me kick me off the real stinky smokes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kquinata143@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gjm2011@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:23:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Karen H
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gjm2011@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
E-Cigarettes and their supporting products, equipment, and supplies are NOT tobacco products, do not
contain tobacco, do not 'burn' as tobacco, and therefore have no business being classified as such.
Senate bill SB2819 is absurd and should not even be considered, let alone passed.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gjm2011@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: krhume2004@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:24:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Karen Hume
Organization: Individual
E-mail: krhume2004@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:krhume2004@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fiamma@earthlink.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 4:18:56 AM
Attachments: Hawaiian SB 2819.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Karen Lee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fiamma@earthlink.net
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:fiamma@earthlink.net

Hawaiian SB2819

I am not a bill writer so I will not propose an amendment (as such) to your proposed legislation.  

My comments follow:

I live on the Mainland.

I purchase and use Electronic Cigarette hardware ONLY from Volcano Electronic Cigarettes located in Hawaii.  I do not buy anything containing nicotine from them (nicotine is confined to the liquid that is vaporized).  I buy that from the mainland from suppliers that I know exactly what is going into the liquid, and in what proportions.

I know they (Volcano) have safeguards in use to prevent the sale of these items to minors.

I find your intention to include the hardware as "tobacco products" ludicrous.

Wall chargers are not tobacco products.

Batteries are not tobacco products.

Empty plastic tanks are not tobacco products.

Atomizers are not tobacco products.  The list of hardware goes on, I will not bore you with all the items.

Nicotine liquid, 'perhaps' could be classified as a tobacco product.  Do you then propose to classify Nicorette gum, the nicotine patch, and the nicotine inhaler as tobacco products?  I think the large pharmaceutical companies would stomp you into the ground if you tried to do that and tax their products at 70% of wholesale.  You might lose your campaign money.

I tried those cessation products.  The gum made me sick, the patch made me hallucinate when awake and have nightmares when asleep.  One pull on that nasty inhaler and it went into the trash.  I tried hypnotherapy and stiff upper lipping it and failed each time.  I smoked for 55 years.  I am happy to no longer smoke carcinogenic tobacco.

If you intend to drive electronic cigarette users back to carcinogenic tobacco, this new law will surely help do that.  Do you really get so much money from tbe big tobacco firms to make this patently coercive stand?  Do you really miss the tax on carcinogenic cigarettes that badly to drive people back to smoking them?

The people are not cash cows.  We are not here standing about to be milked.  We know hardware is not a 'tobacco product'.

We have chosen to try to be healthier and not smoke carcinogens.  We have, in many cases, become much healthier and happier without carcinogenic tobacco use.  We use less health care, cause less pollution, are better smelling to be around than stinky smokers, and do not litter areas with cigarette butts.  

We try to kick the tobacco habit by using something else that we know has the same amount of nicotine in it that the patch, the gum and the inhaler do, but with better taste and no side effects.  We are trying to save our lungs.

Personally I have been using an electronic cigarette for very close to one year.  I have decreased my use of nicotine dramatically in that time without being cranky with other people and without gaining any weight. In perhaps another six months I will no longer need to use an electroic cigarette.  I have not smoked a carcinogenic tobacco cigarette in all that time, nor have I wanted to do so.

If you intend to tax electronic cigarette hardware and liquids you had better be taxing nicorette gum, the nicotine patch and the nicotine inhaler at the very same rates.  We will be watching.

Karen Lee
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cryptorchild411@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:10:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: karen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cryptorchild411@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Rather than conducting the necessary research to create a specific classification of the product and
applying a fair tax policy for it, Hawaii's state legislature is merely attempting to classify the product as
tobacco and apply the egregious tax rates that are applied to tobacco to electronic cigarettes too.
Levying this hefty of a tax on the product would virtually wipe out any local vendors as they would not
be able to compete with their out-of-state and international counterparts that are not subject to this
unfair tax.

Customers would then be forced to buy their products from vendors out-of-state on the internet, or put
down their ecigs and return to smoking again.  Any and all local vendors would either be forced to
relocate their operations to another state or face closure due to the competitive disadvantage that
would be placed on them.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: karl.kittler@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:39:03 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Karl Kittler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: karl.kittler@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Dear Honorable Members of the Hawaii state legislature,

I am commenting to voice my opposition to the bills regarding electronic cigarettes. I am a fairly new,
but very loyal customer of Volcano, an electronic cigarette supplier based in your state. This company
makes every effort to supply a quality product with as much United States made components as
possible. They provide a great product, and great service. This bill unfairly and unjustifiably places
extreme constraints upon this business. Additionally, e-cigarettes provide an alternative to smoking
which I enjoy and unlike cigarettes has no confirmed ill effects on the body.
For these reasons I ask you to oppose this bill.

Sincerely,
Karl Kittler

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: misskit_e2@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:34:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Katherine Himoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: misskit_e2@msn.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
please do not raise taxes on e cigs. its healthier for the environment and for your health.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:misskit_e2@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hawaiiasea@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:12:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kathleen Greer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hawaiiasea@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kwnewell@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:54:37 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kathleen Newell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kwnewell@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kwnewell@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: knakano@hihrhawaii.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:13:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kati Nakano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: knakano@hihrhawaii.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I would like to say that the electronic cig. has help me in quitting smoking. That this is a better way of
quitting in a more health way. Please don't raise the taxes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: katie.matutino@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:10:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Katie Kam
Organization: Individual
E-mail: katie.matutino@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:katie.matutino@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: u2ckimo@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 7:53:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kaui murakoshi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: u2ckimo@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kawehi.collins@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:15:34 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kawehilani Collins
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kawehi.collins@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Aloha,

My name is Kawehilani Collins and I oppose this bill to tax Electronic cigarettes. If Volcano Electronic
Cigarettes is taxed 70% of all products, that would basically mean that all retail locations would not
make enough profit to stay open for business. Not only would this bill make 40 full time employees,
unemployed. If there is no retail locations, that means that majority of the customers would start
smoking analog cigarettes again. The real debate is about Hawaii's residents and their Health. Electronic
Cigarettes is a better alternative to smoking, that will provide a the nicotine content that everyone is
now addicted to, (due to analog cigarettes),but not 4,000 or more nasty carcinogens. Please take a
minute of your time to read this testimony, begging you to consider Hawaii's residents and their Health
before making your decision.

Mahalo,
Kawehilani Collins

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kealaokakane@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 8:35:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kawika A. Keala
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kealaokakane@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: makana.silva@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:26:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kawika Paiva
Organization: Individual
E-mail: makana.silva@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
If you tax the ecigs and other products relating to it I guarante you that no one in the state of Hawaii
will buy them and that people will start smuggling it to get it cheeper just like the actual
cigarettes,weed,and other drugs and that means more money the state will lose. Cause people in
Hawaii will be in jail. Cant go to work because of it the unemployed rate will go up. Taxes will rise to
pay for the people in jail. And then more people will go to jail for not being able to afforde to pay taxes.
Come on guys think this is like a chain. one thing links to another and so on and so fourth. People buy
these ecigs because it taste better,it smells better,and its CHEEPER!!!!! Hello think about these type of
things before you ruin the entire purpose of why they were made in the first place!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kiakahagirl@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 9:20:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Keala Menza
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kiakahagirl@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mypopthecop@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:35:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Keavy Brennan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mypopthecop@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
why tax when you oppose SMOKING?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: swissasscheese@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:30:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: keenan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: swissasscheese@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Backhair_2000@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:50:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Keith Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Backhair_2000@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Although I do not support the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors, I believe taxing anything at 70% is
nothing more than a way for a state to rape the small business man.  I would boycott the state of
Hawaii and be sure to not buy products associated or manufactured in Hawaii.  Once again the
American way run off small business and force people to purchase from overseas.  This legislature is
pure garbage.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: khustace@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:16:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Keli Hustace
Organization: Individual
E-mail: khustace@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Its has definitely helped me quit smoking regular cigarettes!! I love my volcano ecig &amp; have saved
so much money!! Would never go back to smoking cigarettes!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kelii.waiolama@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:35:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Keliimakamae Waiolama
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kelii.waiolama@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I feel that the act of vaporizing is such a key influence to fight against smoking cigarettes.  I feel that it
would only hurt the people who use the electronic cigarettes as an alternative to slowing down on
smoking and eventually quitting entirely.  I feel that there are many alternatives for our state to raise
monies and taxing pn vaporizing will not be in the positive for the people of Hawai'i.  Mahalo for your
time.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cru808@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:19:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kelly costa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cru808@live.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kawehi26@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:27:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kelly Kahaialii
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kawehi26@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kniriders@net.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:02:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kelly Luat
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kniriders@net.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I've recently changed from smoking to ecigs and its saved my life! Putting this tax on ecigs will probably
make me go back to regular cigarettes since I won't be able to afford it.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: aspynmom@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:18:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kelly Seitz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: aspynmom@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Hello,
I am an average citizen who has smoked for over 20 years.  I have tried just about any method you can
think of to quit, to include Zyban, patches, gum and cold turkey.  None of these methods worked until I
started using e-cigarettes.  My health has improved, and I no longer harm the people around me.  I am
working on &quot;tapering&quot; the nicotine level down until I no longer need it.  The only reason I
have been able to be successful is the similarity to smoking and the low cost.  If e-cigarettes and
supplies are taxed the same as regular cigarettes, I will probably just go back to smoking, harming
myself and others.  I completely agree with prohibiting sales to minors, nicotine is after all, a drug.  But
to classify it as a &quot;tobacco&quot; product does not make sense.  Nicotine itself is NOT actually
tobacco and should not be taxed as such.  I will not be visiting Hawaii again in the future if this bill is
passed. I just won't be able to afford it!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: knono@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:02:19 AM
Attachments: testimony.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kelvin Ono
Organization: Individual
E-mail: knono@hawaiiantel.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:knono@hawaiiantel.net

While I agree that the selling of any form of inhalant (whether it be in the form of smoke, vapor or otherwise) should not be sold to minors, I disagree with the taxation and categorizing of ecigs (electronic cigarettes) as a form of tobacco.  

There is a difference in smoking and vaping:

“Smoke is a collection of airborne solid and liquid particulates and gases emitted when a material undergoes combustion or pyrolysis, together with the quantity of air that is entrained or otherwise mixed into the mass.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoke)

“A vapor (American spelling) or vapour (see spelling differences) is a substance in the gas phase at a temperature lower than its critical point.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vapor)

I am a smoker of 20+ years and am in the process of quitting tobacco smoking.  I have been tobacco free for 3 weeks now because of my ecigs.  My wife and family are happy that I have changed from tobacco to ecigs.

This tax is being used to punish the people who have found the benefits of quitting traditional cigarettes by converting to ecigs.  The only reason people associate ecgis to cigarettes is because of the name of the device.  If ecigs were called something else such as a nicotine vaporizer, would it still be considered for a tobacco tax?  

What about coffee drinkers?  Coffee is a luxury.  There are people who go to Starbucks every day to get their caffeine fix.   Why not tax the coffee like alcohol?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The end result would be that I would probably go back to smoking traditional cigarettes because ecgis would cost more than traditional cigarettes if the tax is applied.  We have a great local company that provides me with quality products at a great price.  This tax will cause them to go out of business.  Please do not pass this tax on to non-tobacco products!





While I agree that the selling of any form of inhalant (whether it be in the form of smoke, vapor or 
otherwise) should not be sold to minors, I disagree with the taxation and categorizing of ecigs 
(electronic cigarettes) as a form of tobacco.   

There is a difference in smoking and vaping: 

“Smoke is a collection of airborne solid and liquid particulates and gases emitted when a material 
undergoes combustion or pyrolysis, together with the quantity of air that is entrained or otherwise 
mixed into the mass.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoke) 

“A vapor (American spelling) or vapour (see spelling differences) is a substance in the gas phase at a 
temperature lower than its critical point.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vapor) 

I am a smoker of 20+ years and am in the process of quitting tobacco smoking.  I have been tobacco free 
for 3 weeks now because of my ecigs.  My wife and family are happy that I have changed from tobacco 
to ecigs. 

This tax is being used to punish the people who have found the benefits of quitting traditional cigarettes 
by converting to ecigs.  The only reason people associate ecgis to cigarettes is because of the name of 
the device.  If ecigs were called something else such as a nicotine vaporizer, would it still be considered 
for a tobacco tax?   

What about coffee drinkers?  Coffee is a luxury.  There are people who go to Starbucks every day to get 
their caffeine fix.   Why not tax the coffee like alcohol?   

The end result would be that I would probably go back to smoking traditional cigarettes because ecgis 
would cost more than traditional cigarettes if the tax is applied.  We have a great local company that 
provides me with quality products at a great price.  This tax will cause them to go out of business.  
Please do not pass this tax on to non-tobacco products! 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bucky-51@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:24:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ken OConnor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bucky-51@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I use a E cig but with no nicotine because I quit smoking but can't get rid of the habit this bill would
include me and I don't smoke.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kpar1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:39:01 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ken park
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kpar1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dksponjah@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:17:59 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kendall Kishida
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dksponjah@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Smokeless tobacco products are a great alternative to smoking tobacco wtih much less consequence. I
feel that taxing tobacco alternative products wil subdue their sales making it more expensive and less
available to smokers seeking help. I oppose this bill and any bill like it.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dtserversolutions@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:18:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kenneth Brian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dtserversolutions@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I agree to not allow the selling or distribution of nicotine products to minors. However it is unfair to tax
a none tobacco product as you do other tobacco products. Many individuals seek electronic cigarettes as
an alternative to smoking. If this was to be taxed to the point that the electronic cigarettes where as
expensive or near the price range of traditional cigarettes many people that have turned to them as an
alternative may see fit to start smoking traditional cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kenneth.higley@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:18:30 PM
Attachments: SB2819ElectronicCigaretteTestimony.pdf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kenneth Higley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kenneth.higley@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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Testimony Regarding SB2819
RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES 


Monday, January 30th, 2012


My name is Kenneth Higley. I am a resident of Indiana and a customer of VolcanoECigs.com which is 


based in Honolulu, Hawaii. I am a former smoker of 1 pack a day for the last 7 years. I am proudly able 


to say "former" smoker due entirely to the electronic cigarette products sold by Volcano. I have been 


tobacco free for one month now which is the longest I have been able to do so since I began smoking, I 


have tried numerous times to quit, but have been met with failure each time despite using several types 


of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) including nicotine augmented gum, patches and inhalers.


My grandfather is 65 and began smoking cigarettes in his teens. Up until 3 months ago, when he 


discovered electronic cigarettes, he had smoked 3 packs per day for the last 30 years. He has not had a 


single cigarette in 3 months and shows no signs of relapse. Electronic cigarettes have changed both of 


our lives for the better.


The National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health prepared and continues to update a 


report entitled, "Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®)" which can be read in full 


at http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/prevention/control-of-tobacco-


use/HealthProfessional/page4. There are many significant quotations contained therein related to the 


negative health effects of smoking both to the smoker and nonsmokers via second hand smoke. It also 


contains findings related to the use of NRTs for the cessation of smoking. The following are excerpts 


from that report:


"In the United States, smoking-related illnesses accounted for an estimated 443,000 deaths each year 


between 2000 and 2004.[1] On average, these deaths occur 12 years earlier than would be expected, so 


the aggregate annual loss exceeds 5 million life-years.[2] These deaths are primarily due to smoking’s 


role as a major cause of cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and chronic lung diseases"


"Tobacco products are the single, major avoidable cause of cancer, causing more than 155,000 deaths 


among smokers in the United States annually due to various cancers."


"Smoking also has substantial effects on the health of nonsmokers. Environmental or secondhand 


tobacco smoke is implicated in causing lung cancer and coronary heart disease."


“Many health risks related to tobacco smoking can be reduced by smoking cessation. Smokers who quit 


smoking before age 50 years have up to half the risk of dying within 15 years compared with people 


who continue to smoke, and the risk of dying is reduced substantially even among persons who stop 


smoking after age 70 years.[1] The risk of lung cancer is 30% to 50% lower than that of continuing 


smokers after 10 years of abstinence, and the risk of oral and esophageal cancer is halved within 5 


years of cessation.”


It is obvious even to those who are smoking years off of their lives that the harmful effects of tobacco 


use can be devastating and highly common. As the report states, nearly 443,000 Americans die each 


year from smoking related illness. It is in the best interest of all Americans that the number of people 


who smoke tobacco products be reduced as much as possible, as soon as possible and by whatever 


means necessary within the bounds of common sense and the United States Constitution.







Nicotine is a powerfully addictive drug. Time Magazine reported in a June 24, 2001 article by Christine 


Gorman entitled, “Why It's So Hard to Quit Smoking” that the relapse rate for those who attempt to 


quit smoking is 75% which is similar to that of recovering alcoholics and heroin addicts. US Senator 


Bill Bradley (D) of New Jersey proposed legislation that would require cigarette packages to have a 


warning label that states, "Smoking is addictive. Once you start you may not be able to stop." Those of 


us who have tried to quit unsuccessfully regret the day we ever smoked our first cigarette. If the friend 


who gave me my first cigarette had said to me, “Not only will these things slowly kill you and reduce 


your quality of life, but you will know that they are doing so and will be unable to stop yourself,” I 


would have handed it right back.


Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals including 43 known human carcinogens. The vapor 


produced while using an electronic cigarette contains only 4 main ingredients: United States 


Pharmacopeia (USP) grade propylene glycol, USP grade vegetable glycerin, USP grade pure nicotine 


and food grade flavoring agents including many of the same chemicals used to flavor common food 


products. None of the preceding chemicals are known human carcinogens. Electronic cigarettes contain 


no organic particulates (smoke) or tar. They do not produce a lingering cloud of foul smelling and eye, 


nose, throat and lung irritating smoke. They do not cause bad breath and they do not cause staining of 


the teeth. They do not cause cancer, emphysema or tooth and gum disease. There is no “smoker's 


cough” associated with the use of electronic cigarettes because there is no particulate matter that 


collects in the lungs.


Many people, including medical professionals, postulate that the addiction to nicotine is only one of the 


components of the addiction to smoking. Smokers are also psychologically addicted to the act of 


smoking itself. This is where electronic cigarettes differ from other NRTs. NRTs such as Nicorette, 


Nicoderm, lozenges and even inhalers have an unusually high relapse rate. Conversely, anecdotal 


evidence and some limited scientific studies have shown that the use of electronic cigarettes as a 


cessation tool has a significantly higher success rate than other NRTs. A smoker feels at ease by the 


movements of bringing the cigarette to his mouth, taking a puff, feeling the warmth and seeing the 


smoke exhaled. Electronic cigarettes provide a means of NRT that also meets the criteria of the 


psychological addiction in addition to the chemical addiction. Many people who use electronic 


cigarettes are able to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke per day or even quit tobacco entirely 


immediately after switching to electronic cigarettes. The liquid used in electronic cigarettes can be 


purchased with varying doses of nicotine or no nicotine at all. This allows a new user to start at the 


same dose that they would be receiving from tobacco products and gradually reduce the dose over time 


until they no longer feel as though they need the nicotine at all. After that, they may begin to break 


themselves of the psychological addiction by reducing the number of times per day they use the 


electronic cigarette until they no longer feel the need to use it at all.


Even if a person is unable or unwilling to work toward complete cessation of nicotine use or break the 


psychological addiction to the act of using the device, the important thing to realize is that they are no 


longer using a product that is known to cause nearly 443,000 deaths per year in America and is a 


significant risk to public health at large.


I fully support the measure to prohibit the sale of any nicotine containing product to minors. The vast 


majority of electronic cigarette retailers require age verification prior to purchase and refuse to sell 


their products, even those products that are nicotine free, to those under the age of 18. I applaud this 


practice and the show of responsibility those retailers have voluntarily displayed. I do not think any 


electronic cigarette retailer or consumer would be opposed to a measure that wrote into law a practice 


that is already being followed.







However, I am in strong opposition to the classifying of electronic cigarettes as “tobacco products” for 


the purposes of taxation. Electronic cigarettes are in no way, shape or form a tobacco product. They are 


more closely related to other smoking cessation aids and NRTs such as Nicoderm patches and Nicorette 


gum. The nicotine delivery system used by electronic cigarettes does in no way involve the burning of 


chemical laden organic tobacco leaves for the purposes of producing tar which collects in the lungs and 


transfers nicotine to the bloodstream. Instead, USP grade, hygroscopic, propylene glycol is used to 


collect water vapor which is inhaled into the lungs or held in the mouth to transfer nicotine into the 


bloodstream.


It is my opinion that the State of Hawaii and all other States should view the use of electronic cigarettes 


as a useful tool to help those who are addicted to nicotine discontinue smoking tobacco products. 


Doing so could indeed lead to a reduction in the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths which 


would in turn put less strain on the medical industry, health insurance industry and demonstrate that the 


State takes the basic principles of the inalienable right of all People to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 


Happiness. It could result in the citizens of Hawaii leading longer, higher quality lives free of the 


dangers associated with inhaling tobacco smoke including those who do not smoke themselves, but 


rather are exposed to the smoke second hand.


I am unaware of any State or National laws that classify Nicorette, Nicoderm or other NRTs as tobacco 


products for the purposes of taxation and I see no reason that electronic cigarettes should be singled out 


in this regard. Doing so will certainly be devastating to the electronic cigarette industry. Due to the 


nature of electronic cigarette, many users view them as a gadget and thus purchase their supplies via 


the internet. With a tax on electronic cigarettes equal to that of tobacco cigarettes, Hawaii based 


electronic cigarette retailers and producers such as Volcano would have absolutely no chance of 


competing in the marketplace. Customers of Volcano and other Hawaii based retailers would easily 


switch to a retailer based in another State or even in another country where no such restrictive taxation 


were present if the cost of electronic cigarette products were to drastically increase as proposed by this 


measure. Hawaii based retailers would be forced to relocate to other states in order to continue 


business. The jobs that this new industry has created would be lost and gone from Hawaii. The 


property, income and sales taxes associated with these companies would be lost to Hawaii.


Most importantly, the State of Hawaii legislature would appear to be making an announcement to the 


people who call Hawaii home that their representatives do not care that the smokers of Hawaii have 


found a method to help them discontinue slowly killing themselves and harming their bodies. The 


measure as presented would declare that the State of Hawaii only wants its residents to put dollars in 


the treasury whether it be from destroying their health or improving it. I believe that treating the two as 


equals is not in the best interest of the State or its citizens


I implore each and every one of you to put the lives and well being of your citizens first and the need or 


desire to collect taxes on a potentially life saving, extending and improving product far behind. Please 


be brave enough to set the standard for the rest of the Country in showing that you are not willing to 


allow taxation to prevent people who wish to better themselves from doing so. There is certainly a need 


to keep nicotine products out of the hands of children and I applaud you for taking steps toward that 


goal. However, doing so by taxing electronic cigarettes into extinction is not the most prudent way of 


going about it.


I thank you for your time and sincerely hope you take my words to heart.







Testimony Regarding SB2819
RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES 

Monday, January 30th, 2012

My name is Kenneth Higley. I am a resident of Indiana and a customer of VolcanoECigs.com which is 

based in Honolulu, Hawaii. I am a former smoker of 1 pack a day for the last 7 years. I am proudly able 

to say "former" smoker due entirely to the electronic cigarette products sold by Volcano. I have been 

tobacco free for one month now which is the longest I have been able to do so since I began smoking, I 

have tried numerous times to quit, but have been met with failure each time despite using several types 

of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) including nicotine augmented gum, patches and inhalers.

My grandfather is 65 and began smoking cigarettes in his teens. Up until 3 months ago, when he 

discovered electronic cigarettes, he had smoked 3 packs per day for the last 30 years. He has not had a 

single cigarette in 3 months and shows no signs of relapse. Electronic cigarettes have changed both of 

our lives for the better.

The National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health prepared and continues to update a 

report entitled, "Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®)" which can be read in full 

at http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/prevention/control-of-tobacco-

use/HealthProfessional/page4. There are many significant quotations contained therein related to the 

negative health effects of smoking both to the smoker and nonsmokers via second hand smoke. It also 

contains findings related to the use of NRTs for the cessation of smoking. The following are excerpts 

from that report:

"In the United States, smoking-related illnesses accounted for an estimated 443,000 deaths each year 

between 2000 and 2004.[1] On average, these deaths occur 12 years earlier than would be expected, so 

the aggregate annual loss exceeds 5 million life-years.[2] These deaths are primarily due to smoking’s 

role as a major cause of cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and chronic lung diseases"

"Tobacco products are the single, major avoidable cause of cancer, causing more than 155,000 deaths 

among smokers in the United States annually due to various cancers."

"Smoking also has substantial effects on the health of nonsmokers. Environmental or secondhand 

tobacco smoke is implicated in causing lung cancer and coronary heart disease."

“Many health risks related to tobacco smoking can be reduced by smoking cessation. Smokers who quit 

smoking before age 50 years have up to half the risk of dying within 15 years compared with people 

who continue to smoke, and the risk of dying is reduced substantially even among persons who stop 

smoking after age 70 years.[1] The risk of lung cancer is 30% to 50% lower than that of continuing 

smokers after 10 years of abstinence, and the risk of oral and esophageal cancer is halved within 5 

years of cessation.”

It is obvious even to those who are smoking years off of their lives that the harmful effects of tobacco 

use can be devastating and highly common. As the report states, nearly 443,000 Americans die each 

year from smoking related illness. It is in the best interest of all Americans that the number of people 

who smoke tobacco products be reduced as much as possible, as soon as possible and by whatever 

means necessary within the bounds of common sense and the United States Constitution.



Nicotine is a powerfully addictive drug. Time Magazine reported in a June 24, 2001 article by Christine 

Gorman entitled, “Why It's So Hard to Quit Smoking” that the relapse rate for those who attempt to 

quit smoking is 75% which is similar to that of recovering alcoholics and heroin addicts. US Senator 

Bill Bradley (D) of New Jersey proposed legislation that would require cigarette packages to have a 

warning label that states, "Smoking is addictive. Once you start you may not be able to stop." Those of 

us who have tried to quit unsuccessfully regret the day we ever smoked our first cigarette. If the friend 

who gave me my first cigarette had said to me, “Not only will these things slowly kill you and reduce 

your quality of life, but you will know that they are doing so and will be unable to stop yourself,” I 

would have handed it right back.

Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals including 43 known human carcinogens. The vapor 

produced while using an electronic cigarette contains only 4 main ingredients: United States 

Pharmacopeia (USP) grade propylene glycol, USP grade vegetable glycerin, USP grade pure nicotine 

and food grade flavoring agents including many of the same chemicals used to flavor common food 

products. None of the preceding chemicals are known human carcinogens. Electronic cigarettes contain 

no organic particulates (smoke) or tar. They do not produce a lingering cloud of foul smelling and eye, 

nose, throat and lung irritating smoke. They do not cause bad breath and they do not cause staining of 

the teeth. They do not cause cancer, emphysema or tooth and gum disease. There is no “smoker's 

cough” associated with the use of electronic cigarettes because there is no particulate matter that 

collects in the lungs.

Many people, including medical professionals, postulate that the addiction to nicotine is only one of the 

components of the addiction to smoking. Smokers are also psychologically addicted to the act of 

smoking itself. This is where electronic cigarettes differ from other NRTs. NRTs such as Nicorette, 

Nicoderm, lozenges and even inhalers have an unusually high relapse rate. Conversely, anecdotal 

evidence and some limited scientific studies have shown that the use of electronic cigarettes as a 

cessation tool has a significantly higher success rate than other NRTs. A smoker feels at ease by the 

movements of bringing the cigarette to his mouth, taking a puff, feeling the warmth and seeing the 

smoke exhaled. Electronic cigarettes provide a means of NRT that also meets the criteria of the 

psychological addiction in addition to the chemical addiction. Many people who use electronic 

cigarettes are able to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke per day or even quit tobacco entirely 

immediately after switching to electronic cigarettes. The liquid used in electronic cigarettes can be 

purchased with varying doses of nicotine or no nicotine at all. This allows a new user to start at the 

same dose that they would be receiving from tobacco products and gradually reduce the dose over time 

until they no longer feel as though they need the nicotine at all. After that, they may begin to break 

themselves of the psychological addiction by reducing the number of times per day they use the 

electronic cigarette until they no longer feel the need to use it at all.

Even if a person is unable or unwilling to work toward complete cessation of nicotine use or break the 

psychological addiction to the act of using the device, the important thing to realize is that they are no 

longer using a product that is known to cause nearly 443,000 deaths per year in America and is a 

significant risk to public health at large.

I fully support the measure to prohibit the sale of any nicotine containing product to minors. The vast 

majority of electronic cigarette retailers require age verification prior to purchase and refuse to sell 

their products, even those products that are nicotine free, to those under the age of 18. I applaud this 

practice and the show of responsibility those retailers have voluntarily displayed. I do not think any 

electronic cigarette retailer or consumer would be opposed to a measure that wrote into law a practice 

that is already being followed.



However, I am in strong opposition to the classifying of electronic cigarettes as “tobacco products” for 

the purposes of taxation. Electronic cigarettes are in no way, shape or form a tobacco product. They are 

more closely related to other smoking cessation aids and NRTs such as Nicoderm patches and Nicorette 

gum. The nicotine delivery system used by electronic cigarettes does in no way involve the burning of 

chemical laden organic tobacco leaves for the purposes of producing tar which collects in the lungs and 

transfers nicotine to the bloodstream. Instead, USP grade, hygroscopic, propylene glycol is used to 

collect water vapor which is inhaled into the lungs or held in the mouth to transfer nicotine into the 

bloodstream.

It is my opinion that the State of Hawaii and all other States should view the use of electronic cigarettes 

as a useful tool to help those who are addicted to nicotine discontinue smoking tobacco products. 

Doing so could indeed lead to a reduction in the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths which 

would in turn put less strain on the medical industry, health insurance industry and demonstrate that the 

State takes the basic principles of the inalienable right of all People to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 

Happiness. It could result in the citizens of Hawaii leading longer, higher quality lives free of the 

dangers associated with inhaling tobacco smoke including those who do not smoke themselves, but 

rather are exposed to the smoke second hand.

I am unaware of any State or National laws that classify Nicorette, Nicoderm or other NRTs as tobacco 

products for the purposes of taxation and I see no reason that electronic cigarettes should be singled out 

in this regard. Doing so will certainly be devastating to the electronic cigarette industry. Due to the 

nature of electronic cigarette, many users view them as a gadget and thus purchase their supplies via 

the internet. With a tax on electronic cigarettes equal to that of tobacco cigarettes, Hawaii based 

electronic cigarette retailers and producers such as Volcano would have absolutely no chance of 

competing in the marketplace. Customers of Volcano and other Hawaii based retailers would easily 

switch to a retailer based in another State or even in another country where no such restrictive taxation 

were present if the cost of electronic cigarette products were to drastically increase as proposed by this 

measure. Hawaii based retailers would be forced to relocate to other states in order to continue 

business. The jobs that this new industry has created would be lost and gone from Hawaii. The 

property, income and sales taxes associated with these companies would be lost to Hawaii.

Most importantly, the State of Hawaii legislature would appear to be making an announcement to the 

people who call Hawaii home that their representatives do not care that the smokers of Hawaii have 

found a method to help them discontinue slowly killing themselves and harming their bodies. The 

measure as presented would declare that the State of Hawaii only wants its residents to put dollars in 

the treasury whether it be from destroying their health or improving it. I believe that treating the two as 

equals is not in the best interest of the State or its citizens

I implore each and every one of you to put the lives and well being of your citizens first and the need or 

desire to collect taxes on a potentially life saving, extending and improving product far behind. Please 

be brave enough to set the standard for the rest of the Country in showing that you are not willing to 

allow taxation to prevent people who wish to better themselves from doing so. There is certainly a need 

to keep nicotine products out of the hands of children and I applaud you for taking steps toward that 

goal. However, doing so by taxing electronic cigarettes into extinction is not the most prudent way of 

going about it.

I thank you for your time and sincerely hope you take my words to heart.



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: CaptKen111@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:52:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kenneth Janes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: CaptKen111@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Dear Sirs;

While I am not sure how this piece of Legislation has come about, I can only surmise it is because of
the decline in actual tobacco sales, and your need to generate further revenues.
Your increasing effort to Tax Tabacco, in the affront to Fund Child Health Care Programs, to only be
raided at a later date to Balance what ever Budget's is disgusting to say the least.
This has been and will always be a Punitive Tax and you All should be ashamed.
If this product the &quot; E-cigarette &quot;
is to be considered a nicotine deliver device, then so should nicotine losenges, nicorette gum,
and nicotine patches.
If your concern is, purchase by minor's, then that is the Law that should be considered.
All this Hyperboyle about being a Gateway device is total BS.
As both the House and Senate proposal's have stated, &quot; potential harmful ingredients &quot;
Really?
Were any of you outside breathing the Air choked with Madame Pele's Vog last week, you want Harmful
ingredients, try stopping that!
OK enough of my rant,
I Have been a cigarette smoker for over 40 years and within the last few months have been using one
of these devices, and I have stopped SMOKING cigerettes. It's not that easy with the patches, the
gum,the losenges, because of all the years of repeatedly bringing something to your mouth is hard to
get away from.
IT WORKED FOR ME AS WELL AS OTHER'S,
two of my co-workers have had the same success.
Taxing these Device's and it's components is not the answer.
Send it Back to Committee for further indepth study and then make the right decision.
Mahalo,
Kenneth Janes
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: xmorbidx2000@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 3:20:20 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Cpl. Kevin E Smith
Organization: Cpl/USMC
E-mail: xmorbidx2000@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/7/2012

Comments:
I would just like to add my oppinion to the many others that appose this Bill.
  Keeping e-Cigs and like materials out of the hands of minors is a great idea, but i do not agreee that
e-cigs, or the componants of e-cigs should be considered &quot;tobacco products&quot; even if it is just
for taxation, i also think that a 70% tax rate is horribly rediculous. I have been able to stop smoking
regular cigarettes permanantly after trying several times with other means with e-cigs, they should be a
smoking cessation tool, not a taxable &quot;tobacco product&quot;. e-cigs are helping me live a smoke
free life. dont make the means to accuire un-bearable.. please...
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Kgima@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:14:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kevin Gima
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Kgima@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cfikevin@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:33:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kevin M Hanrahan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cfikevin@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Prohibit the sale to minors - fine.

Raise the taxes to prohibitive levels?  You are only harming your own constituents.

I live in California - I patronize a Hawaii company that markets these products.  Implement these taxes,
my patronage will shift to a competitor in, say, North Carolina.

Its a fair bet you will have net tax revenue decreases by doing this.  How much of Volcano's business is
from out of state?
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kevin@iPhoneRepairs.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:19:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kevin Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kevin@iPhoneRepairs.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Greed is the ruin of many. Taxation on tobacco products can be justified due to healthcare costs,
perhaps. But, do you tax nicotine gums and patches as tobacco products? If not, then, to tax electronic
cigarettes as tobacco products is wrong. And, e-cigarettes have not been shown to cause the myriad of
health problems associated with true tobacco products. You will serve yourself only in loss of jobs and
loss of tourism revenue (and associated taxes). The e-cigarette community is well established and will
actively campaign against tourism to Hawaii if such a poor measure as this is passed.

It is shameful to link sales to minors with raising taxes. Make e-cigarette sales illegal to minors, but take
your job killing tax bill out (at least man up and vote for raising taxes in a bill of its own). The bill, as
written, is shameful. May the politicians supporting such blatant governmental misuse of power be held
accountable by the public. I will definitely give money to your state in defeating such shameful
politicians.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: basscase_2000@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:47:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kevin newsham
Organization: Individual
E-mail: basscase_2000@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Members of the legislature,
I am sure nobody supports the use of or sale to minors of electronic cigarettes. And though not
recognized by the FDA as a smoking cessation device, I can give testimony to the fact that the products
I purchased from a Hawaiian company, are the very reason I no longer smoke cigarettes. My health has
improved greatly since starting these products.

Additional taxes will fiscally put these products out of reach for me, and I fear I will start smoking again.
Politicians are concerned about health care costs for its citizens, to the point they are taking over
insuring citizens. What could be.more expensive than all of the diseases associated with long term
smoking.

I realize revenues are down in this economy, and governments are scrambling for cash to cover
commitments. But this new tax will do more to hurt the revenues , and the health of your citizens in the
long run.

Retailers are already making plans to move locations and distribution from your state if this passes, so
no increase in revenue will come. With every business that leaves, people, property taxes, and sales tax
leave with them.

Please reconsider. Seperate the tax issue from the minor sales portion of the bill, and drop the tax
portion. It is a lose-lose situation for all involved.

Thank you.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kevinrichter@att.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:38:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kevin Richter
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kevinrichter@att.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This bill is ridiculous and the premise on which it is based upon is false.  This product cannot possibly
be deemed a &quot;tobacco product&quot; when there is no tobacco in it.  Nicotine liquid is not tobacco
plain and simple thus this bill should be denied.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kntorian@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:40:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kevin torian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kntorian@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kwrinn@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:33:16 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kevin Wrinn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kwrinn@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kiwihaney@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:09:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kieron Haney
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kiwihaney@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
After 38 years of smoking I quit thanks to e-cigarettes.  There is no tabacco in e-cigarettes.  Do you
really want people to quit smoking or is this just another government money grab?
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lilboop@epbfi.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:34:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kim A Molloy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lilboop@epbfi.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please stop the tax increase on e-cigs in Hawaii. Leave the vaporing community alone. They are an
asset to the State of Hawaii and all over the world. If you don't vape, then you don't need to put your
hands in the money jar. Leave them alone!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lilboop@epbfi.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:18:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kim Molloy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lilboop@epbfi.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please do not ban the electronic cigarettes. These smoke devices are so much better than tobacco
cigarettes. They are making the world a much better place.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kevinandkim@frontiernet.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:30:56 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kimberlee decker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kevinandkim@frontiernet.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I smoked between two and three packs of cigarettes from the time I was a teenager til the age of 41 , I
am now 43 years old and have completely stopped smoking cigarettes by replacing them with
electronics and vapor. I also now &quot;Vape&quot; a liquid that contains ZERO percent nicotine. I had
previously tried hypnosis , chantix , the patch as well as gums and lozenges with no success.

I became aware of electronic cigarettes when I was lucky enough to see another person using one in a
public area.

If it were not for this product I know I would still be having trouble breathing. I can not imagine taking
away a positive alternative to smoking (which we all know is a deadly habit). There is no proven
scientific information to suggest that Vaping is not a much healthier alternative with a much higher rate
of success compared to Smoking ( much different that vapor) . I hope that everyone informs themselves
and reads information provided by CASA and similar groups before passing legislation that could
potentially harm peoples health by taking away an option that is not harmful to others , the way second
hand smoke it.

sincerely,

Kimberlee Decker

607-843-2174

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gracegirl1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:16:06 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kimberlee Metz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gracegirl1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I currently live in California but visit Hawaii quite often. I am opposed to this bill because I use
electronic cigarettes. I am 54 years old &amp; had smoked since I was 14. I have tried everything to
quit smoking including the nicotine patch, the nicotine gum &amp; lozenges, hypnosis, acupuncture,
Chantix (which made me feel suicidal &amp; I had to get off it after only 3 days) Nothing worked for me
I'd be smoking again after a month. I decided to try these electronic cigarettes &amp; have been quit
from smoking now for almost 8 months. This is a miracle for me! I use to cough constantly &amp; now I
don't cough &amp; sleep much better &amp; have more energy. If you decide to pass this bill I will
boycott your state. This is the best thing that has come out ever for smokers. You can also titrate down
to 0mg of nicotine. If I didn't have electronic cigarettes anymore I know I would go back to smoking
again. Please do not pass this bill &amp; make it so expensive that I have to go back to smoking. I
believe the cigarette companies are behind all this because people are switching over &amp; it
threatens their profits. Don't support the BIG TOBACCO companies. Please vote no on this bill!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kimberlyhk@charter.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:53:05 AM
Attachments: to vape or not to vape.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kimberly Kostuik
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kimberlyhk@charter.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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January 31, 2012

To whom it may concern:

I am a resident of South Carolina and I very much OPPOSE your Bill HB2557 to be signed into law. 

My fiancé and I plan to be married in your state later this year and if this law is passed we will not be visiting Hawaii then or any time for that matter.  

Let me explain to you how vaping has helped save my life: 

I lost my mother in 2005 to lung cancer. Currently my father is fighting for his life-why; lung cancer.    You might be asking yourself about now well this doesn’t affect her-she should just not smoke. But see that’s where the problem comes in I was a smoker for 14 years, 2 packs a day for the matter. 

January 19, 2012 I celebrated one year of being smoke free-how did I quit-ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES!

Not only have I quit, I have converted 20 other smokers to kicking the nasty habit.  Trust me I will spread the word to those vapors as well about your attempts to pass this bill which will negatively impact us, possibly eliminating electronic cigarettes as we know them.  Not all of them will take the time to write to you but they will know it was your state that passed the law. 

I am one of the biggest advocates of electronic vaping you will find. I feel that this bill is simply allowing the legislators to be bullied and strong armed by the big tobacco companies and their greed for money along with continuing to contaminate us with unnecessary drugs, i.e. Carpet Glue along with 400,000 unnecessary drugs. 

STOP and think about your future generations-if they were to smoke, which is certainly their given right-would you rather them smoke 400,000+ drugs or water vapor? The answer seems logical and simple to me. VOTE NO TO LAW HB2557! It’s our given right to vape! Hope to visit HAWAII later this year?



Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kimberly Kostuik

129 Montclair Drive

Maudlin, South Carolina







January 31, 2012 

To whom it may concern: 

I am a resident of South Carolina and I very much OPPOSE your Bill HB2557 to be signed into law.  

My fiancé and I plan to be married in your state later this year and if this law is passed we will not be 
visiting Hawaii then or any time for that matter.   

Let me explain to you how vaping has helped save my life:  

I lost my mother in 2005 to lung cancer. Currently my father is fighting for his life-why; lung cancer.    
You might be asking yourself about now well this doesn’t affect her-she should just not smoke. But see 
that’s where the problem comes in I was a smoker for 14 years, 2 packs a day for the matter.  

January 19, 2012 I celebrated one year of being smoke free-how did I quit-ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES! 

Not only have I quit, I have converted 20 other smokers to kicking the nasty habit.  Trust me I will spread 
the word to those vapors as well about your attempts to pass this bill which will negatively impact us, 
possibly eliminating electronic cigarettes as we know them.  Not all of them will take the time to write 
to you but they will know it was your state that passed the law.  

I am one of the biggest advocates of electronic vaping you will find. I feel that this bill is simply allowing 
the legislators to be bullied and strong armed by the big tobacco companies and their greed for money 
along with continuing to contaminate us with unnecessary drugs, i.e. Carpet Glue along with 400,000 
unnecessary drugs.  

STOP and think about your future generations-if they were to smoke, which is certainly their given right-
would you rather them smoke 400,000+ drugs or water vapor? The answer seems logical and simple to 
me. VOTE NO TO LAW HB2557! It’s our given right to vape! Hope to visit HAWAII later this year? 

 

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Kostuik 

129 Montclair Drive 

Maudlin, South Carolina 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cktk92@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:56:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kirk kawamoto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cktk92@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kkreed527@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:49:37 AM
Attachments: E-Cigarette Bill SB2819 Testimony.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kristina Murphy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kkreed527@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please OPPOSE This bill! Please consider an alternative to taxing a healthier alternative to smoking.
Please devise a bill that is specific to address only preventative measures against underage use.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Signed with the following note added:

I would respectfully request Bill SB 2819  to be opposed.  I believe underage use should be discouraged, but to categorize E-cigarettes in with other tobacco products is wrong, and should be opposed until more studies are done. Studies to either prove they should be categorized with tobacco products, or lumped into the category of smoking cessation products. Please do not act and support this, and do a disservice to your constituents.  Please devise another bill which directly addresses underage use of E-cigarettes. 

The World Health Organization reports that smoking with tobacco (smoking, chewing, snuffing and dipping tobacco from leaves) is the leading preventable cause of death worldwide with estimates of it causing 5.4 million deaths per year. (source: Wikipedia)

There have not been enough studies, but a study at Boston University School of Public Health in 2010 concluded “electronic cigarettes are safer than real cigarettes and may aid in breaking the habit of smoking. Researchers said that while further studies on electronic cigarettes were needed, [f]ew, if any, chemicals at levels detected in electronic cigarettes raise serious health concerns." Electronic cigarettes were found to be "much safer" than traditional tobacco ones, and had a level of toxicity similar to existing nicotine replacements.” (source: Wikipedia)

“In the report, the level of carcinogens in electronic cigarettes was found to be up to 1,000 times lower than regular cigarettes. It also said early evidence shows that electronic cigarettes may help people to stop smoking by simulating a tobacco cigarette.”(source: Wikipedia)



I have been smoking for over 15 years. I have tried to quit many times, using the nicotine patch, nicotine gum, cold turkey (no nicotine), Ziban and Chantix. I honestly didn’t want to quit. I wanted to for my health and monetary reasons, but I didn’t want to give it up either. I enjoyed smoking. 

After trying to quit smoking again with Chantix, a study came out in the spring of 2011 stating it had even more harmful side effects, than originally thought. So I immediately stopped taking Chantix, but to keep from smoking real cigarettes, I decide to try out an Electronic Cigarettes from Hawai’s own Volcano E-cigarette Company, before giving up once again.

For the first time in my life, I know without a doubt, that as long as E-cigarettes are around, I will never have a real cigarette again.  I now have something to keep me from going to the real, harmful cigarette. The liquid I use for the E-cigarette has 4 ingredients: Propylene Glycol, Glycerin, Artificial Flavoring and Nicotine. Propylene Glycol and Glycerin are in many medical grade nebulizers and asthma inhalers. In the near future, I plan using liquid that has no nicotine and then only using the E-cigarette on special occasions, should I feel the urge. The E-cigarette has gives me the similar feelings I get, and I am satisfied with it. I don’t even want a cigarette. I can say that with 100% conviction. E-cigarettes help me.  

I leave it with this: 

“As of April 2010, The American Association of Public Health Physicians (AAPHP) supports electronic cigarettes sales to adults, "because the possibility exists to save the lives of four million of the eight million current adult American smokers who will otherwise die of a tobacco-related illness over the next twenty years." (source: Wikipedia)

Classify anyway you want, but do not tax it. It helps people. It serves as a healthier alternative. But you lawmakers are smart, can’t you classify it, but not tax it? Please don’t make this about money. But if that is what it is, I imagine in the long run it will be more costly if you did decide to tax E-cigarettes. If those people who could have been alive paying taxes, died because of a smoking related illness, some of those could have chosen the E-cigarette, and lived much longer. But, if you make it too expensive by taxing E-cigarettes, it will serve as a deterrent. Of course, if your smokers which already pay a tax, move to E-cigarettes, then you are losing out on revenue currently. I guess you are in a pickle. But please consider the fact, that by not taxing the healthier alternative you are helping people. That has to be priority in your determination. Like I said before, please don’t make it about the money though. Make it about the kids, but please consider an alternative to taxing E-cigarettes. 

If the taxes are raised, you will also force excellent businesses  out of state, as neither they, nor their customers can shoulder a 70% tax rate hike. Instead, oppose this bill, and make Hawaii an example. Create another bill supporting preventive measures against underage  use, but without the  tax  increase like the traditional lethal tobacco products.  

Please Oppose this Bill!



Kristina Murphy





Signed with the following note added: 
 
I would respectfully request Bill SB 2819  to be opposed.  I believe underage use should be 
discouraged, but to categorize E-cigarettes in with other tobacco products is wrong, and should 
be opposed until more studies are done. Studies to either prove they should be categorized with 
tobacco products, or lumped into the category of smoking cessation products. Please do not act

The World Health Organization reports that smoking with tobacco (smoking, chewing, 
snuffing and dipping tobacco from leaves) is the leading preventable cause of death 
worldwide with estimates of it causing 5.4 million deaths per year. (source: Wikipedia) 

 
and support this, and do a disservice to your constituents.  Please devise another bill which 
directly addresses underage use of E-cigarettes.  

There have not been enough studies, but a study at Boston University School of Public 
Health in 2010 concluded “electronic cigarettes are safer than real cigarettes and may 
aid in breaking the habit of smoking. Researchers said that while further studies on 
electronic cigarettes were needed, [f]ew, if any, chemicals at levels detected in electronic 
cigarettes raise serious health concerns." Electronic cigarettes were found to be "much 
safer" than traditional tobacco ones, and had a level of toxicity similar to existing 
nicotine replacements.” (source: Wikipedia) 

“In the report, the level of carcinogens in electronic cigarettes was found to be up to 
1,000 times lower than regular cigarettes. It also said early evidence shows that 
electronic cigarettes may help people to stop smoking by simulating a tobacco 
cigarette.”(source: Wikipedia) 

 

I have been smoking for over 15 years. I have tried to quit many times, using the nicotine patch, 
nicotine gum, cold turkey (no nicotine), Ziban and Chantix. I honestly didn’t want to quit. I 
wanted to for my health and monetary reasons, but I didn’t want to give it up either. I enjoyed 
smoking.  

After trying to quit smoking again with Chantix, a study came out in the spring of 2011 stating it 
had even more harmful side effects, than originally thought. So I immediately stopped taking 
Chantix, but to keep from smoking real cigarettes, I decide to try out an Electronic Cigarettes 
from Hawai’s own Volcano E-cigarette Company, before giving up once again. 

For the first time in my life, I know without a doubt, that as long as E-cigarettes are around, I 
will never have a real cigarette again.  I now have something to keep me from going to the real, 
harmful cigarette. The liquid I use for the E-cigarette has 4 ingredients: Propylene Glycol, 
Glycerin, Artificial Flavoring and Nicotine. Propylene Glycol and Glycerin are in many medical 
grade nebulizers and asthma inhalers. In the near future, I plan using liquid that has no nicotine 
and then only using the E-cigarette on special occasions, should I feel the urge. The E-cigarette 



has gives me the similar feelings I get, and I am satisfied with it. I don’t even want a cigarette. I 
can say that with 100% conviction. E-cigarettes help me.   

I leave it with this:  

“As of April 2010, The American Association of Public Health Physicians (AAPHP) 
supports electronic cigarettes sales to adults, "because the possibility exists to save the 
lives of four million of the eight million current adult American smokers who will 
otherwise die of a tobacco-related illness over the next twenty years

Classify anyway you want, but do not tax it. It helps people. It serves as a healthier alternative. 
But you lawmakers are smart, can’t you classify it, but not tax it? Please don’t make this about 
money. But if that is what it is, I imagine in the long run it will be more costly if you did decide 
to tax E-cigarettes. If those people who could have been alive paying taxes, died because of a 
smoking related illness, some of those could have chosen the E-cigarette, and lived much longer. 
But, if you make it too expensive by taxing E-cigarettes, it will serve as a deterrent. Of course, if 
your smokers which already pay a tax, move to E-cigarettes, then you are losing out on revenue 
currently. I guess you are in a pickle. But please consider the fact, that by not taxing the healthier 
alternative you are helping people. That has to be priority in your determination. Like I said 
before, please don’t make it about the money though. Make it about the kids, but please consider 
an alternative to taxing E-cigarettes.  

." (source: 
Wikipedia) 

If the taxes are raised, you will also force excellent businesses  out of state, as neither they, nor 
their customers can shoulder a 70% tax rate hike. Instead, oppose this bill, and make Hawaii an 
example. Create another bill supporting preventive measures against underage  use, but without 
the  tax  increase like the traditional lethal tobacco products.   

Please Oppose this Bill! 

 

Kristina Murphy 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sebacca@charter.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:07:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kristine Weston
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sebacca@charter.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I think banning the sale to minors is fine but taxing e cigs as a tobacco product is wrong and will affect
all vapors who use them in place of the serious real cigarettes. If this law is passed in Hawaii I will
never visit Hawaii again and go to Jamiaca instead. Tax ecigs and take away another freedom we
have!!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: apexified@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:36:45 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kristopher Petersen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: apexified@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
In regards to the measure: I would just like to take a moment to express my opinion that the negative
consequences of this measure far outweigh the good that is intended. Electronic cigarettes are not
Tobacco products. While tobacco has a long and storied, nearly criminal, history and deserves to be
taxed out of existence, electronic cigarettes are helping people to find refuge from the ill effects of
tobacco products by giving them a healthy alternative. The overwhelmingly positive effects they have
had on the lives of people held in the grip of an addiction to cigarettes cannot be overlooked. And to
effectively make them less accessible through taxation is in opposition to the idea behind taxing them in
the first place. In other words: if this tax is being levied with the intention of helping people, it will
ultimately hurt them by making a nearly harmless alternative to smoking less attractive.
The facts and the nature of the product should be studied further before such a harsh hand is dealt
against them.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kris
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:apexified@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Oblivion2k@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:08:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kurtis stalnaker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Oblivion2k@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I oppose the proposed legislation classifying electronic cigarettes as tobacco products and taxing them
as such. I am an electronic cigarette user, and used electronic cigarettes as a cessation device. I have
not used tobacco in months thanks to electronic cigarettes, and with no withdrawal symptoms. If this
law were in effect when I blwas shopping for my first electronic cigarette, it would have been
prohibitively expensive, and I would still be smoking to this day. Please oppose this measure for people
like me who just wish to live a healthier life.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kajust79@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 3:58:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kyle Just
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kajust79@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is a slap in the face to all those who have quit traditional cigarettes and replaced with electronic
cigarettes, greatly reducing the harm to ones body. Do not pass this bill.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kyle@n3sys.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:15:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kyle Kazarian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kyle@n3sys.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
It is unfair to treat these products exactly like tobacco products thus this bill needs to be amended. 
Taxing products that help get people away from smoking tobacco is wrong!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kbruffrider@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:30:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kyle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kbruffrider@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kblue121085@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:41:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kyle schoenbein
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kblue121085@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Please do not pass this bill as it would effectively drive great companies like volcano out of business. 
Ecigs have been a tremendous help my health as it has helped me give up smoking. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kjm030584@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:36:26 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kyle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kjm030584@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am all for banning the sale of personal vaporizing devices to minors, but introducing a tax could would
smother one of your local businesses.  I am not a HI resident, but I don't want to see a product that
literally saves lives become too expensive for people to afford or have it ultimately become unavailable
as a smoking cessation device.  This bill just makes the state look greedy, you make enough money
from tourism.  Personal vaporizers do not contain tobacco, there is no combustion, no smoke, no
carcinogens.  HI, do not let this bill pass, do some research and do not jump to a conclusion based on
greed and ignorance.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: too_hardcore4u@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:23:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: kyle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: too_hardcore4u@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: viper4723@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:58:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Kylee Wells
Organization: Individual
E-mail: viper4723@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I live in Texas however I Vote NO to this bill,

(If Banned)I am an E-Cigarette Smoker and if it gets banned then I and thousands of people would be
forced back to Real Toxic Cigarettes, we will die! I also thought we are trying to get rid of pollution so
this makes no sense.

(If Taxed)If E-cigs are taxed then I don't know what I could do, I and many people are already having
trouble with money, There is no Tobacco in an E-cigarette so I don't understand how y'all can even do
this, I'm sorry but its time to stop being greedy, there is no way to move into a clean future if being
greedy is all y'all care about, Trust in the Government is also just going to go even further down.

&quot;We The People&quot; Oppose of this, its time to create a real future, stop being greedy and
finally bring some peace to this country, I'm fed up with this.
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:viper4723@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: giraphants@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:18:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: la aukai
Organization: Individual
E-mail: giraphants@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
it helps me getting off of cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:giraphants@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cabral1182@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:26:39 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lance cabral
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cabral1182@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cabral1182@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lbustamente@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:22:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lani bustamente
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lbustamente@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lbustamente@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lannybooth@embarqmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:35:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lanny Booth
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lannybooth@embarqmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I'm 62 years old and was a heavy smoker for over 40 years. E-cigs were the ONLY way I could get off
of tobacco. I have been tobacco free for over two years. Restricting the sale to minors is completely
correct, but applying the tobacco tax to e-cigs is completely inappropriate. This is your opportunity to
lead the nation in the right direction by encouraging the use of e-cigs instead of detering it. Please be
smart! Thank you  

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lannybooth@embarqmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: o1coolpapa@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:40:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Larry Enfield
Organization: Individual
E-mail: o1coolpapa@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:o1coolpapa@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Tweeti623@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:10:04 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Laura Lee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Tweeti623@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Tweeti623@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lmiller@mattsonwitt.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:34:58 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Laura Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lmiller@mattsonwitt.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please do not pass this bill.  I have struggled to quit smoking cigarettes for many years. Using the
electric cigarette I am finally succeeding.  I have lost my mother and both triplet brothers to lung
cancer.....I do not want to be next. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lmiller@mattsonwitt.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: laura-nunez1@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:53:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Laura Nunez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: laura-nunez1@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:laura-nunez1@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ayem@earthlink.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:40:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Laurisa Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ayem@earthlink.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please don't classify ecigs as cigarettes. The taxation would be damaging to this clean alternative to
smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ayem@earthlink.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: farinsheart@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:35:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lawrence gorgonio
Organization: Individual
E-mail: farinsheart@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
no tobacco in here, IDIOTS!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:farinsheart@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: l8_n@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:31:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Layton Okunami
Organization: Individual
E-mail: l8_n@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:l8_n@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kainoaakana808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:01:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Leanne Akana
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kainoaakana808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kainoaakana808@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: laf365@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:28:24 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lee francis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: laf365@live.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Dont tax. You will just take away hawaii businesses and make people import then to avoid the taxes.
Minors shouldnt be able to buy e cigs but taxing ecigs like cigerettes is ludicrus, unless you want to tax
pharmacutical companies that make nicerette gum and nicotine inhalers too.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:laf365@live.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: llenchanko@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:36:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lee Lenchanko
Organization: Individual
E-mail: llenchanko@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
why tax when you oppose SMOKING?

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:llenchanko@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lees1210@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:28:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lee Sun W
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lees1210@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lees1210@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dannygarf@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:40:21 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lenny garber
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dannygarf@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dannygarf@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Lheo_20042000@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:10:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Leo Garcia
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Lheo_20042000@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Lheo_20042000@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Platoleob@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:23:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Leo Plato
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Platoleob@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am a user of the vapor system and agree it should not be sold to kids under 18 but don't not agree
with a tax on it like tobacco because it is not tobacco, the cost would be to much then I would be
forced to go back to smoking tobacco, then all the federal tax money can pay my doctor bill from all the
health problems from smoking tobacco. I think it boils down that you are greedy and can't keep your
hand out of everyones pocket. It is not tobacco!!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Platoleob@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lewiswalker@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:48:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lewis Walker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lewiswalker@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I do not live in Hawaii but if this bill is passed I will not ever vacation there again. Electronic cigarettes
have changed my life completely. I have smoked for close to 20 years having tried to quit numerous
times unsuccessfully. Last May I bought my first e-cigarette and have not had any desire for an actual
cigarette. I was overweight, diabetic, had high cholesterol and blood pressure. I have since had the
energy to lose 60 lbs and have eliminated all these ailments. Electronic cigarette obviously are not the
reason I lost the weight but I couldnt have quit smoking and lost the weight without the help of an e-
cigarette. I do not cough all the time like I used to. All and all I am a completely different man having
switched to e-cigarette. My wife and daughter both are amazed with my health. This tax will discourage
people to try to find healthier alternatives and that greatly saddens me. The studies have not proven
any serious health affects but yet the e-cigarette is being labeled unfairly as a tobacco product. This
kind of tax is just outrageous and will do more harm than good. I hope you consider opposing this so
others have the same chance to find a healthier lifestlye. Like I said before, I will not visit Hawaii if this
passes for any reason and will encourage others to do the same.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lewiswalker@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: liannkondo@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:38:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Liann Kondo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: liannkondo@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:liannkondo@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: peachcobbler66@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:53:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lianne Gaspar
Organization: Individual
E-mail: peachcobbler66@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:peachcobbler66@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: liannejumawan@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 8:00:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lianne jumawan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: liannejumawan@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:liannejumawan@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lwilliams@i3solutions.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 3:10:11 PM
Attachments: SB2819 - Linc Williams Testimony.pdf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Linc Williams
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lwilliams@i3solutions.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lwilliams@i3solutions.com



Aloha Representative, 


I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557.  I grew up in Maui and consider it 


my true home.  I am lucky enough to return to the islands on a frequent basis.  I smoked for over 20 


years – the last 15 of those years attempting to quit …. multiple times and failing, After my last attempt 


with “approved cessation” and adverse effects from Chantix –I  quit trying to quit smoking. I gave up, 


convinced I’d die a smoker. I picked up an e-cigarette June of 2009 in a half-hearted attempted to cut 


back on what had become a 4+ pack-a-day habit.  Within 3 months I was tobacco free. The results?   I 


have lost 65 pounds, I no longer have to take diabetic medication to control my blood sugars, I my 


breathing has improved greatly!  Most importantly I am No longer a smoker! 


The products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes. Volcano 


Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic Cigarette and Accessories 


retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu.  


they have been in business for nearly three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees 


locally and are one of the fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker 


Say as a package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and 


jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to contact you to 


voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated. 


The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”, a “PV”, a 


“nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that can optionally contain 


varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all).  It is used currently by thousands of 


people locally and tens of millions of people nationally everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in 


situations where cigarettes are not permitted.  This product is intended for smokers and others addicted 


to nicotine who are looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their 


nicotine usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health and safety 


of those around them.   


The name electronic cigarette is quite deceiving since the device actually contains no tobacco and 


produces no smoke. The lack of combustion results in reduced or eliminated carcinogens, zero first-


hand/second-hand/third-hand smoke, zero tar, and greatly reduced harm to the user. Unlike traditional 


cigarettes which contain thousands of chemicals and carcinogens, the vaporizing fluid used with an 


electronic cigarette only contains 4 ingredients including Nicotine (optional), Flavoring (optional), USP 


Grade Propolyne Glycol and USP Grade Glycerol.  Propylene Glycol and Glycerol are substances that are 


contained in thousands of consumer products including nicotine and asthma inhalers and are recognized 


by the FDA as generally safe for consumption 


Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of the product to 


minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette related products to a 70% 


tobacco tax regardless of whether or not the product actually contains tobacco.  While I agree that 


products should be restricted from being sold to minors. The bill in its current form has many 


unintended negative consequences that will effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by 







local vendors and force thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the 


internet or return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death 


sentence. 


 


The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes, how they are 


made, what it does, and how it is sold.  An electronic cigarette is an electronic device made up of many 


different common electronic components such as batteries, buttons, metal tips, charging components, 


plastic bottles,...etc.  All of these item are sold separately or as a kit and many of the components can 


actually be used in conjunction with many other standard electronic devices such as cellphones. In fact 


nicotine, which may or may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the 


products sold.  I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be 


perceived as retailing a "tobacco product".  However the current bill proposes to classify all of the 


products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the standing 70% tobacco 


tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind. 


 


The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much higher than that 


of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and accessory of an electronic cigarette 


would effectively make it much more expensive than a traditional tobacco cigarette and would 


effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and international suppliers (who are not subject to this 


tax) via the internet or return to smoking altogether.  Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it 


impossible for Volcano to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the 


business altogether.  This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already collecting, 


and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing them to purchase their 


products out-of-state or return to smoking. 


I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only! 


 


Sincerely 


Linc Williams 


Bristow VA 


703-606-2939 


 







Aloha Representative, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557.  I grew up in Maui and consider it 

my true home.  I am lucky enough to return to the islands on a frequent basis.  I smoked for over 20 

years – the last 15 of those years attempting to quit …. multiple times and failing, After my last attempt 

with “approved cessation” and adverse effects from Chantix –I  quit trying to quit smoking. I gave up, 

convinced I’d die a smoker. I picked up an e-cigarette June of 2009 in a half-hearted attempted to cut 

back on what had become a 4+ pack-a-day habit.  Within 3 months I was tobacco free. The results?   I 

have lost 65 pounds, I no longer have to take diabetic medication to control my blood sugars, I my 

breathing has improved greatly!  Most importantly I am No longer a smoker! 

The products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes. Volcano 

Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic Cigarette and Accessories 

retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu.  

they have been in business for nearly three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees 

locally and are one of the fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker 

Say as a package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and 

jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to contact you to 

voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated. 

The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”, a “PV”, a 

“nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that can optionally contain 

varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all).  It is used currently by thousands of 

people locally and tens of millions of people nationally everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in 

situations where cigarettes are not permitted.  This product is intended for smokers and others addicted 

to nicotine who are looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their 

nicotine usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health and safety 

of those around them.   

The name electronic cigarette is quite deceiving since the device actually contains no tobacco and 

produces no smoke. The lack of combustion results in reduced or eliminated carcinogens, zero first-

hand/second-hand/third-hand smoke, zero tar, and greatly reduced harm to the user. Unlike traditional 

cigarettes which contain thousands of chemicals and carcinogens, the vaporizing fluid used with an 

electronic cigarette only contains 4 ingredients including Nicotine (optional), Flavoring (optional), USP 

Grade Propolyne Glycol and USP Grade Glycerol.  Propylene Glycol and Glycerol are substances that are 

contained in thousands of consumer products including nicotine and asthma inhalers and are recognized 

by the FDA as generally safe for consumption 

Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of the product to 

minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette related products to a 70% 

tobacco tax regardless of whether or not the product actually contains tobacco.  While I agree that 

products should be restricted from being sold to minors. The bill in its current form has many 

unintended negative consequences that will effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by 



local vendors and force thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the 

internet or return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death 

sentence. 

 

The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes, how they are 

made, what it does, and how it is sold.  An electronic cigarette is an electronic device made up of many 

different common electronic components such as batteries, buttons, metal tips, charging components, 

plastic bottles,...etc.  All of these item are sold separately or as a kit and many of the components can 

actually be used in conjunction with many other standard electronic devices such as cellphones. In fact 

nicotine, which may or may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the 

products sold.  I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be 

perceived as retailing a "tobacco product".  However the current bill proposes to classify all of the 

products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the standing 70% tobacco 

tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind. 

 

The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much higher than that 

of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and accessory of an electronic cigarette 

would effectively make it much more expensive than a traditional tobacco cigarette and would 

effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and international suppliers (who are not subject to this 

tax) via the internet or return to smoking altogether.  Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it 

impossible for Volcano to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the 

business altogether.  This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already collecting, 

and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing them to purchase their 

products out-of-state or return to smoking. 

I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only! 

 

Sincerely 

Linc Williams 

Bristow VA 

703-606-2939 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lindamdup@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:09:28 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Linda Dupler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lindamdup@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am writing in opposition to any bill that would make it more difficult for those of us who have finally
been able to quit cigarettes.  I am 70 years old (smoked for 50 of those years) and tried every quit
smoking method imaginable.  When I picked up a personal vaporizer, I was finally able to quit cigarettes
altogether a year ago.  My doctor has investigated electronic cigarettes and tells me that they are as
harmdless as a pacifier is to a baby.  Since I'm widowed (my husband died of lung cancer two years
ago) my income is solely from social security.  Heavy taxes on personal vaporizers would probably
cause me to go back to cigarettes.  I'm well aware of the fact that the manufacturers of tobacco
cigarettes want any legislation that would up the cost and limit the use of electronic cigarettes.  They
have strong lobby groups and donate heavily to legislators that will curb their competators.  In England,
they are promoting the use of personal vaporizers as a healthy way of &quot;smoking&quot; without
harm to either the user or anyone around them as there is no &quot;second hand&quot; smoke.  Please
don't do anything to deter adults from the use of electronic cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lindajeanbcs@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:49:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Linda Sneed
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lindajeanbcs@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is a tobacco free product. The closest thing to smoking without the harmful side effects to anyone. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lshariq77@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:34:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: linsey shariq
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lshariq77@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I have smoked for 15 years and for my health I have finally quit and switched to Ecigs.  It helped
immensely and will save uncountable bills later in health expenses.  It seems this health benefit should
offset the need to tax every part of an Ecig.  If anything must be taxed, the nicotine only should be. 
Dont discourage this great product!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lisabelle.artist@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:30:02 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lisa Bell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lisabelle.artist@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Nicotine is extracted from taxed tobacco, the taxes have already been paid. An American that values
freedom to choose a safe alternative to smoking. 

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lisacandler@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 6:00:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lisa Candler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lisacandler@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lisacandler@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dlserafini0@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:10:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lisa Serafini
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dlserafini0@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: eleustephens@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:59:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: liyla stephens
Organization: Individual
E-mail: eleustephens@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lokelani0@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:38:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lokelani Tynan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lokelani0@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lnativs@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:42:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Loren Natividad
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lnativs@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: LAhawaiistateleg@measol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:26:12 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lori Anderson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: LAhawaiistateleg@measol.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I agree that nicotine products should not be sold to minors.
I do not think that these 'personal vaporizers' (electronic cigarettes) should be taxed any different than
nicotine patches, nicotine gum, etc...
I smoked over 3 packs of cigarettes a day for over 25 years.  Have tried to quit with every possible
remedy.  Now, with my personal vaporizer, I have not had a cigarette in 11 months, and, am feeling so
much better - no coughing, wheezing, etc...  these devices are not harmful, like cigars, cigarettes,
chewing tobacco or any other tobacco product - so please do not treat them as such.
Thank you for your time.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lrice10398@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:57:05 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lori Rice
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lrice10398@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I do not think that Electronic cigarettes should be classified and taxed the same as a tobacco product.  I
was a smoker for over 30 years and without this devise I would still be smoking. I think the savings vs
the loss from taxation on regular cigs will more than outweigh the loss with healthcare and enviromental
savings.  I do not live in Hawaii but I would certainly give serious consideration to visiting in the future
as a result of what I feel is unfair tax on people that are making a gient step towards a healthier
lifestyle. Thank you,
Lori Rice
Longwood FLorida

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: smokinvapor@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:13:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lori
Organization: Individual
E-mail: smokinvapor@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Are we going to also raise the tax on nicotine patches or nicotine gum too? The only thing they are
missing, over electronic cigarettes is the water.  As far as ingredients go that is.  Since they are exactly
the same as the vaporizers I used when my kids got sick, only smaller, much smaller, I don't understand
the taxing?  There's sterilized water, propylene glycol, food flavoring and nicotine... in a very tiny
vaporizer.  A vaporizer that people can build in their homes very very easily. How are you going to tax
them?  By the kind of spring people use to build them?  By the sterilized water they buy off the grocery
shelf,  Because then you are going to be taxing parents that buy that water for making their baby's
formula.

Since the FDA is going to be regulating these things anyway.  Why not wait until then and see what
they are going to do?  Just seems to me that people are getting more uptight about these things than
other, more important, things going on in our society.  Finally people are putting down the very product
that you have all wanted them to put down.  And what does everybody want to do?  Make it more
difficult for them to do that?  Does our government really want people to quit smoking, or not?  It looks
like our own government wants those tobacco tax dollars so much that the protection of it's own citizens
is last in the hearts and minds of our own leaders that are suppose to work , for us.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mincher75@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:22:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lorinda Landavazo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mincher75@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cliff_hatch_1@juno.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:33:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: lorus hatch
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cliff_hatch_1@juno.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: fsazone@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:04:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: louie caday
Organization: Individual
E-mail: fsazone@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lyle.sharp@advotechllc.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:13:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lyle Sharp
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lyle.sharp@advotechllc.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Millions of Americans and thousands of Hawaiians struggle with addiction to cigarettes. Electronic
cigarettes that contain tobacco are an inexpensive alternative to traditional and less successful tobacco
addiction therapies such as Nicorette gum and the dangerous drug Chantix. Taxing what may turn out
to be the most viable alternative product on the market today as if it were an actual combustible
cigarette would destroy the price incentive for users to switch to a less dangerous product and possibly
remove the product from shelves across Hawaiian stores. As legislators, you should only tax things you
want to curb like real cigarettes and leave useful alternatives in the normal sales tax arena.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wiredghost@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:19:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lyndon Spear
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wiredghost@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It would be idiotic of you to tax a product that is not tobacco as tobacco.

And you would be putting those businesses at a disadvantage causing them to leave your island in
order to compete on level ground with other e-cig vendors out there.

Would you rather pay smokers hospital bills then have healthy people on your island?

Less government not more......that's why the country is in the toilet now.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lynettewilson67@me.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:51:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Lynette Wilson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lynettewilson67@me.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cigarbabe@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:12:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: M.R. Coleman-Dion
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cigarbabe@comcast.net
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Vaping saved my life. I wasn't able to even walk up the few stairs in my house before I started vaping
and within three days of purchasing an ecig I had quit smoking quite by accident. I beg you to exclude
ecigs from the proposed legislation.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Mayve.lyon@dfs.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:18:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Magreline Lyon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Mayve.lyon@dfs.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tilton95@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:11:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: makana tilton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tilton95@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tsi-inc@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:42:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marc Brumlik
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tsi-inc@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
It's very simple.  Electronic cigarettes have helped a very large and growing number of tobacco users to
quit the habit and lead healthier lives.

This bill contains two measures which should be completely separate bills. 

The first measure, designed to ensure that these devices are not available to minors, is absolutely
sensible.

The second measure, intended to reclassify these devices as tobacco products for the purpose of
taxation is about revenue (not morality or safety).

This legislation should clearly be two separate bills!  By bundling them, the OBVIOUS vote to protect
minors forces a QUESTIONABLE vote against users of these devices (which are not tobacco-related).

I've always found it clever and distasteful that dissimilar issues are bundled together in this way,
creating a situation where voting for something compelling forces a vote on any other included
measures.

My comment:
SPLIT THIS INTO TWO BILLS
Then vote to protect the minors
And vote to protect ex-smokers (from targeted taxation)
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gabayani28@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:41:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: marcella strickland
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gabayani28@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: djsp1_90@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:56:44 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marco G.
Organization: Individual
E-mail: djsp1_90@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This bill is an outrage. I believe this is the slow start of the SOPA and PIPA being put in place. Kids can
watch pornography and yet that isn't enforced strictly. All that lies between kids and explicit sexual
content is a banner asking simply &quot;Are you sure you are 18?&quot; That is the true outrage.
Minors i believe can't get away with buying 70 VAPING equipment without their parents noticing. If this
law were to be put in place it would danger revenue and also make potential beneficiaries not eligible to
buy a healthy alternative to tobacco. JUST SAY NO!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: marco.stracciari@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:26:57 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marco Stracciari
Organization: Individual
E-mail: marco.stracciari@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mercyrain@embarqmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:22:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marcy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mercyrain@embarqmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Hello.  To tax the electronic cigarette would ruin the electronic cigarette business in Hawaii.  I would
have to buy somewhere else.  Furthermore, It  is terrible, when society finds something good to help
the health of others, by aiding them to stop smoking, for government to come in and impede this
process, is nothing but greedy.  It angers me, and I would take my family vacationing somewhere else.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: islanddreamer_808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:28:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Margaret Franks
Organization: Individual
E-mail: islanddreamer_808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: maggieberyl@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:43:14 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Margaret Shigematsu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: maggieberyl@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please support the people who no longer use tobacco products.
Do you seriously want us to go back to smoking tobacco?
Clearly, you do not care as long as we pay tax.
We are encouraged not to smoke cigarettes, but now you miss the tax we paid on them.
You can't have the bun and the penny.
Our health is a poor second to your tax revenue.
I am appalled and dismayed.
We own 2 houses in Honakaa. There is no possible way we would live there under these conditions.
Margaret Shigematsu
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: margoslice@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:52:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: margo hartford
Organization: Individual
E-mail: margoslice@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I was a smoker for 14 years.  I TRIED EVERYTHING TO STOP SMOKING.  I TRIED THE NICOTINE PATC
AND CHANTIX.  NOTHING WORKED.  SINCED I HAVE STARTED WITH THE VOLCANO E CIGARETTE, I
HAVE NOT SMOKED FOR 9 MONTHS.  MY HEALTH HAS IMPROVED.  IT HAS SAVED MY LIFE.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mariansue@msn.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:57:16 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marian Sparks
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mariansue@msn.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please do not pass this bill. Nicotine has a bad reputation due to it's association with cigarettes, but it is
not a bad drug. Nicotine may account for the addiction to cigarettes but it does not cause death or
disease, it is the chemicals found in cigarettes which are added during the production process that
account for the consequences of smoking, not nicotine.
After 35 years of smoking cigaretts I was FINALLY able to quit when I discovered vaping.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:mariansue@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: arqmariopalacios@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:09:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mario a palacios
Organization: Individual
E-mail: arqmariopalacios@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Placing ecig in tobacco products it's wrong, these does not have tobacco on them I'm a user of these
products and it help me stop smoking for 4 months now, if the Principal interest is the health of the
public over tax dollars for the government you should not pass this greedy law.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: markstiens@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:37:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mark Kerstiens
Organization: Individual
E-mail: markstiens@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Freedom. Don't punish the innocent.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:markstiens@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: markatschool@cox.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:27:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mark May
Organization: Individual
E-mail: markatschool@cox.net
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:markatschool@cox.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hawnkane808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:17:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mark Naauao
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hawnkane808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:hawnkane808@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Mniswonger@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:51:54 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mark Niswonger
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Mniswonger@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The government should not tax electronic cigarettes based on tobacco purposes.  Not all liquids/e-Juice
contains nicotine, so in fairness you would have to raise taxes on all equipment that utilizes PG and VG
compounds.  This taxation is ludicrous,

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:Mniswonger@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mastar6@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:55:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mark starling
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mastar6@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mastar6@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mark.swortwood@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:06:43 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mark Swortwood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mark.swortwood@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Government greed will only make products more expensive doing nothing for the consumer. Money
raised would only benefit politicians and do nothing for the general public. Why is there not a tax on
stupid proposals? They come everyday in abundance.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mark.swortwood@comcast.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: markt.mallis@xerox.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:51:13 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mark
Organization: Individual
E-mail: markt.mallis@xerox.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have no issue with prohibitting sales to minors but to group it broadly with tobacco when it is not for
the purposes of taxation is over reaching the legisature powers.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:markt.mallis@xerox.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: msmarti58@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:02:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marti Andrews
Organization: Individual
E-mail: msmarti58@live.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Ridiculous! I am an e-cig smoker and oppose this!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:msmarti58@live.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mjstarr@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:08:10 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mary jane starr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mjstarr@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
electronic cigarettes are very important to the health and wellbeing of ex and current cigarette
smokers.  This is the only smoking alternative that has offered me any hope of freeing myself from a
dangerous and insidious addiction.  if these products are taxed at the same level as real tobacco
products millions of users may return to actual cigarettes.  this bill is contrary to the good of the
people.  i do however agree that they should not be sold to minors. thank you

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mjstarr@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bbblu88@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:46:04 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mary Joyce Guira
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bbblu88@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bbblu88@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: smaetk@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:20:35 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mary Nosalski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: smaetk@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:smaetk@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mmallis@rochester.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:42:55 AM
Attachments: I strongly oppose this bill 1.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marybeth Mallis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mmallis@rochester.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Taxation of this product as a tobacco product is reprehensible. If the intent is to encourage a tobacco
free, healther America, then I believe financial support of this product,in terms of tax relief, would be
the more responsible action!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mmallis@rochester.rr.com

I strongly oppose this bill. What I oppose is precisely: 



Description:

"Tobacco products" means tobacco in any form, other than

cigarettes or little cigars, that is prepared or intended for

consumption or for personal use by humans, including large

cigars and any substitutes thereof other than cigarettes that

bear the semblance thereof, snuff, chewing or smokeless tobacco,

[&I smoking or pipe tobacco, and electronic cigarettes as

efined under section 7 0 9 - 9 0 8 , Hawaii Revised Statutes.



Places e-cigarettes with other tobacco products as items

prohibited to be sold to a minor and amends the definition of

"tobacco products" for purposes of taxation.

The electronic cigarette like no other method, aided me in quitting the habit of cigarette smoking. To place a taxation on an alternative method quitting cigarettes. This device contains no tobacco and offers the opportunity to replace an extremely unhealthy habit with a healthier alternative. It is the only method that has worked for me. I have tried the patch, gum, pills, hypnosis, and even acupuncture. I am thrilled with the results – so much so that I have sponsored and continue to sponsor others in their fight to quit the tobacco habit. 

My family and friends now enjoy a smoke-free environment, would you really take that away from others?



I support restriction to the sale of minors whole heartedly.



Sincerely,

Marybeth Mallis





I strongly oppose this bill. What I oppose is precisely:  
 
Description: 
"Tobacco products" means tobacco in any form, other than 
cigarettes or little cigars, that is prepared or intended for 
consumption or for personal use by humans, including large 
cigars and any substitutes thereof other than cigarettes that 
bear the semblance thereof, snuff, chewing or smokeless tobacco, 
[&I smoking or pipe tobacco, and electronic cigarettes as 
efined under section 7 0 9 - 9 0 8 , Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

 

Places e-cigarettes with other tobacco products as items 
prohibited to be sold to a minor and amends the definition of 
"tobacco products" for purposes of taxation. 

The electronic cigarette like no other method, aided me in quitting the habit of cigarette smoking. To 
place a taxation on an alternative method quitting cigarettes. This device contains no tobacco and offers 
the opportunity to replace an extremely unhealthy habit with a healthier alternative. It is the only 
method that has worked for me. I have tried the patch, gum, pills, hypnosis, and even acupuncture. I am 
thrilled with the results – so much so that I have sponsored and continue to sponsor others in their fight 
to quit the tobacco habit.  

My family and friends now enjoy a smoke-free environment, would you really take that away from 
others? 

 

I support restriction to the sale of minors whole heartedly. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marybeth Mallis 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Wellman.Matt@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:26:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Matt Wellman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Wellman.Matt@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
e-cigarettes from volcano, a small business in Hawaii, have helped me completely quit smoking.
Please do not over regulate or assume any unfounded information about them. Consider that these
products are helping people quit and are not geared towards children. As evidence of this a child is far
more likely to buy a $5 pack of cigarettes from a store rather than $75 on an e-cig kit on-line.
Also consider that there is no tobacco in these products.

Thank you for your time,

Matt Wellman

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Wellman.Matt@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mryounger1027@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 8:32:32 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Matt Younger
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mryounger1027@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Obsurd.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mryounger1027@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lumberjack73@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:20:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: matthew burke
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lumberjack73@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
While I agree with the prevention to minors aspect to this bill, however the act of vaping is NOT a
tobbacco based product and therefoe shoud not be taxed as such.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: matthewjehrman@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:40:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: matthew ehrman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: matthewjehrman@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I do support the fact that minors should not smoke, or have access to smoking methods. However I am
21 and I use the e-cig as a method to stop smoking cigarettes. To increase this tax to this high level I
will not be able to continue the purchase of buying e-cig products. This is way I am highly opposed to
this. Thank you

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:matthewjehrman@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mjgigliotti@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:40:22 AM
Attachments: Please consider.dotx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Matthew Gigliotti
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mjgigliotti@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please consider:  E-cigarettes helped me quit regular cigarettes &amp; now I smoke them with no
nicotine at all.  I think this is a terrible idea.  This will effectively force e-cigarette companies out of your
state.  The E-cigarette business is largely online-only, and should this legislation pass Hawaii E-cigarette
business will effectively be unable to compete with other online companies on price.  They will be
forced to move out of state or go out of business.

Please do not tax E-cigarette’s  as it would be bad for people like me and it would force business out of
Hawaii.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mjgigliotti@gmail.com

Please consider:  E-cigarettes helped me quit regular cigarettes & now I smoke them with no nicotine at all.  I think this is a terrible idea.  This will effectively force e-cigarette companies out of your state.  The E-cigarette business is largely online-only, and should this legislation pass Hawaii E-cigarette business will effectively be unable to compete with other online companies on price.  They will be forced to move out of state or go out of business.



Please do not tax E-cigarette’s  as it would be bad for people like me and it would force business out of Hawaii.



Please consider:  E‐cigarettes helped me quit regular cigarettes & now I smoke them with no nicotine at 

all.  I think this is a terrible idea.  This will effectively force e‐cigarette companies out of your state.  The 

E‐cigarette business is largely online‐only, and should this legislation pass Hawaii E‐cigarette business 

will effectively be unable to compete with other online companies on price.  They will be forced to move 

out of state or go out of business. 

 

Please do not tax E‐cigarette’s  as it would be bad for people like me and it would force business out of 

Hawaii. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: matthewedwardhull@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:03:42 PM
Attachments: SB2819.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Matthew Hull
Organization: Individual
E-mail: matthewedwardhull@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:matthewedwardhull@gmail.com



	My name is Matthew Hull, and I am writing today to voice my opposition to the bill SB2819. I believe this bill would be bad for both the state of Hawaii and the future of the electronic cigarette industry for two reasons. The first is that despite my being a California resident and having many different local options to choose from when it comes to buying my ecigarettes and supplies, I went with the Volcano company which is based in Hawaii instead. I will continue to shop from them for their competitive pricing and top notch service for as long as they hold these values. I do however fear that classifying their companys products and accessories as tobacco products for the purpose of taxation would cause prices to increase. In turn this would probably cause myself and the other seven employees at my place of business who also use Volcano products to have to look elsewhere for competitve rates. This could result in the company losing sales, and in turn not being able to continue to expand. 
	My other concern with the classification of this product as a tobacco product is that it may provoke other states may attempt to also classify local ecigarette business products as tobacco products. My personal story matches almost all my friends I know of who use ecigarettes. We feel they are a fiscally responsible, less instrusive and healthier substituion to smoking. Companies that produce these fluids have created jobs at companies both big and small, and will continue to do so if left with the opportunity to succeed. In these tough economic times, it is encouraging to see companies able to capitalize on new industries and ideas, thus creating new jobs. But it worries me when states begin to suppress the growth of new industries by reclassification and heavy taxation. 
	Again in closing, I am writing today to voice my opposition to SB2819 because I feel that it would cause Hawaii to lose my business and the business of my fellow ecigarette users due to price increases provoked by taxation. I also feel that the classification is not only incorrect, but will cause the loss of potential jobs in a new industry.


	Thank you for your time,



	Matthew Hull

	



My name is Matthew Hull, and I am writing today to voice my opposition to the bill SB2819. I believe 
this bill would be bad for both the state of Hawaii and the future of the electronic cigarette industry for 
two reasons. The first is that despite my being a California resident and having many different local 
options to choose from when it comes to buying my ecigarettes and supplies, I went with the Volcano 
company which is based in Hawaii instead. I will continue to shop from them for their competitive 
pricing and top notch service for as long as they hold these values. I do however fear that classifying 
their companys products and accessories as tobacco products for the purpose of taxation would cause 
prices to increase. In turn this would probably cause myself and the other seven employees at my place 
of business who also use Volcano products to have to look elsewhere for competitve rates. This could 
result in the company losing sales, and in turn not being able to continue to expand.  
 My other concern with the classification of this product as a tobacco product is that it may 
provoke other states may attempt to also classify local ecigarette business products as tobacco 
products. My personal story matches almost all my friends I know of who use ecigarettes. We feel they 
are a fiscally responsible, less instrusive and healthier substituion to smoking. Companies that produce 
these fluids have created jobs at companies both big and small, and will continue to do so if left with the 
opportunity to succeed. In these tough economic times, it is encouraging to see companies able to 
capitalize on new industries and ideas, thus creating new jobs. But it worries me when states begin to 
suppress the growth of new industries by reclassification and heavy taxation.  
 Again in closing, I am writing today to voice my opposition to SB2819 because I feel that it would 
cause Hawaii to lose my business and the business of my fellow ecigarette users due to price increases 
provoked by taxation. I also feel that the classification is not only incorrect, but will cause the loss of 
potential jobs in a new industry. 
 
 
 Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
 Matthew Hull 
 
  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: matt@plumbmastersllc.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:55:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: matthew wood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: matt@plumbmastersllc.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I was a former 3 pack a day smoker who found Volcano Ecigs online and ordered from them. They are
located in your state. I am strongly opposed to any additional taxes being placed on this product. First,
an Ecig is an electronic device and contains NO TOBACCO. So, I'm not sure how it qualifies under any
tobacco taxation law. More importantly though, for most people Ecigs are a smoking cessation device
no different from nicotine gum or nicotine patches. I doubt you place a tobacco tax on those products,
andshame on you if you do. In my state the legislature is constantly crying about medicare/medicaid
costs and increases tobacco taxes to cover these costs citing the rising medical costs of caring for
smokers. Wouldnt it make sense to want to promote the use of Ecigs by smokers to help reduce the
states' medical costs?  Adding extra taxes also helps ensure that the cost of the Ecig products stays
prohibitively high and people continue to buy tobacco products.  This seems to be a no brainer to me.
An ecig is NOT a tobacco product and doesnt carry the same health risks as tobacco products.   So is
the extra tax just an attempted money grab from ex smokers? And whats that tax actually for? It seems
like &quot;feel good&quot; legislation at best in that since it looks like a cigarette (sort of) it must be
bad. Nonsense...  I urge you to do the right thing and not tax this product based on the phony premise
that Ecigs are the same as actual cigarettes. They clearly are not.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mixup@maximpulse.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:02:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Maxim Hurwicz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mixup@maximpulse.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please don't tax ecigs as you tax tobacco products. I know so many people, including myself, who have
used ecigs to quit smoking cigarettes. You don't tax nicotine gum or the patch, do you?
Don't take a giant step backwards and mess up ecigs. Please...think twice before screwing this up for so
many people. Thank you for reading this.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mgcasem@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 2:58:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: maybelline casem
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mgcasem@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
you try and stop smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: maynardmaxx@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:52:54 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: maynard maxx
Organization: Individual
E-mail: maynardmaxx@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I prefer inhaling vaporized propylene glycol for means of nicotine ingestion in lieu of traditional,
cancerous, chemical-laden, corporate sponsored tobacco cigarettes.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mrs.meganohara@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:21:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Megan O'Hara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mrs.meganohara@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I 'vape' electronic cigarettes, and they have saved me from from my addiction to smoking cigarettes. No
longer do I have to breathe in the 5000+ chemicals in cigarettes that would have surely left me with
health issues in my later years. I, as well as every single 'vaper' I know, support legislation banning the
sale of any nicotine product to minors. However, these are NOT a tobacco product, and they should
NOT be classified and taxed as such, for many reasons. For one thing, a big part of the taxes on
tobacco products is due to health issues that are proven to occur in tobacco users- there are NO known
health risks of using nicotine vaporizers (also known as electronic cigarettes, but that is a misnomer).
Taxing nicotine products and accessories that do not actually use tobacco would not be fair. I purchase
many of my supplies from Hawaiian businesses, and this law would effectively put them out of
business- is that how we want to help stimulate the economy right now??? Bottom line, this bill is unfair
and prejudicial, and risks the health of 100's of thousands of people who have successfully quit smoking
using them. Yes, laws should  be enacted to keep them out of the hands of minors, but this law is far
overreaching and unjustified- just like the internet censorship bills- they are too broad and should be
rehashed until they make common sense based on proven facts. I assure you, if this bill passes, I will
take my tourist/vacation money elsewhere in the future.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: minerehanohano@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:09:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Melanie Inere-Hanohano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: minerehanohano@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: astrabulla@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:41:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: melissa gunn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: astrabulla@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:astrabulla@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mercer.east@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:01:05 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mercer East
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mercer.east@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Stop supporting the tobacco companies. They are the ones driving this. how can you tax me on
something that has no tobacco in tithe same way you tax tobacco. The state taxes too much already.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: micahganske@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:10:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Micah Ganske
Organization: Individual
E-mail: micahganske@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
While it's important for there to be an age limit on who can buy electronic cigarettes, imposing a
&quot;sin&quot; tax on this new technology would be a horrible error for several important reasons:

1.  E-Cigarettes have never proven to be toxic or harmful.
2.  They are extremely effective as a smoking cessation tool.
3.  Because of reasons 1 and 2, they could help reduce healthcare costs by reducing cases of cancer.
4.  It would effectively force a local startup that has achieved national success to either shutdown or
move to a different state.

These four simple points should tell you that this bill in its current form is harmful to both the health
and economy of the state.   

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: pomichaelman@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:50:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michael bohr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: pomichaelman@verizon.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
i had kidney cancer from smokeing cigarettes i was so addsicted to cigarettes i could not quit even
having cancer.then i found volcanoecigs where i could still have just nicotine and not tobacco and my
cancer has not returned iand i can still have the satcfaction from electronic cigarettes from places like
volcanoecigs.the price of these with what you are proposing to do will cause people to stat smoking
cigarettes again and most likely have some medical issues or even death from cigarettes and these
ecigs can save so many people lives.i hope you take the life of a smoker into consideration before taking
these steps.thank you

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dopeshat@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:36:36 PM
Attachments: January 31.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael D. Harris
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dopeshat@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1January 31, 2012


The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair


Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair


COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS


Conference Room 211


State Capitol


415 South Beretania Street


Re: Opposition to SB 2819


Chairman / Chairwoman and Members of the Committee:


Hello, my name is Michael Harris and I am opposed to legislation that would amend the definition of tobacco products to include Electronic Cigarettes for the purpose of taxation. Published surveys suggest that e-cigarettes have helped a significant number of people remain abstinent from traditional cigarettes. Furthermore, despite fear-mongering by activist groups, tests performed on e-cigarette liquid and vapor demonstrate that the product is no more toxic than other nicotine-replacement therapy products such as the nicotine patch, gum, and inhaler. 


Thank you for this opportunity to testify in opposition to Bill #SB 2816


Michael D. Harris


3816 Anselmo Lane


Wahiawa, HI 96786




January 31, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
 
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
 
Conference Room 211 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
 
Re: Opposition to SB 2819 
 
Chairman / Chairwoman and Members of the Committee: 
 
Hello, my name is Michael Harris and I am opposed to legislation that would amend the 
definition of tobacco products to include Electronic Cigarettes for the purpose of taxation. 
Published surveys suggest that e-cigarettes have helped a significant number of people remain 
abstinent from traditional cigarettes. Furthermore, despite fear-mongering by activist groups, 
tests performed on e-cigarette liquid and vapor demonstrate that the product is no more toxic 
than other nicotine-replacement therapy products such as the nicotine patch, gum, and inhaler.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in opposition to Bill #SB 2816 
 
Michael D. Harris 
3816 Anselmo Lane 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: protosports@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:27:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael de Leon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: protosports@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mike_degidio@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:08:49 AM
Attachments: Testimony of Opposition.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mike_degidio@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Testimony of Opposition

Bill SB2019, Hawaii

Michael D’Egidio, Albuquerque New Mexico 

To Whom It May Concern regarding SB2019,

It has been brought to the collective attention of the E-cig consumer base that SB2019 is currently a bill currently undergoing the formal process of becoming law. We the consumer base population and supporters of the free enterprise system and fair legal commerce actions do oppose the bill’s unjust and unnecessary requirements and contingencies placed on the entities it so attacks.

I have been a consumer of e-cigarette/e-cig products for the better part of two years. It has been a life altering decision for not only my own personal health, the health of my home, family and friends and others around me. I began with the full flavored nicotine juices and was able to gradually step down to a completely nicotine free vapor juice. Along with the extensive life changing properties that quitting regular cigarettes, is the even better deal of being able to consume a more affordable product that e-cigs have offered. Buying a carton of cigarettes in and of it’s own at close to $80.00 and the carton lasting only two weeks, before I am needing to re-supply. Anti-smoking devices such as gums, patches, pills, prescriptions aren’t much more cost efficient either. In fact, your basic marketed cigarettes are going to be cheaper than these methods to quit. Right now I am able to buy a 6ml bottle of vapor e-juice for around $12.00 which lasts me close to 2 months! I’m not a mathematician but the difference between these figures is night and day when looked at on grander scales say per year, multiple years, etc. This was a far better product in helping me to quit the nicotine dependence. Though for others it’s not used as an anti-quit device but more on a recreational basis, but it was something that worked for me and there are testimonies for days on the WebPages and personal blogs for consumers who have done the same.

With the basic logistics covered and in review of the current bill These bills would unfairly tax the sale of electronic cigarettes and every electronic cigarette accessory in Hawaii, regardless of whether or not it contains tobacco/nicotine, at a rate of 70% of the wholesale price. This tax in turn would force companies like Volcanoecigs to move out-of-state or close down due to the tremendous competitive disadvantage that would be placed on them. What kind of government would eliminate their local businesses and representation in that manner? What is the rationale behind causing the loss of so many jobs locally which would be outsourced to other countries? The company would be forced to close, move, or find alternative ways to function perhaps illegally just to avoid the ridiculous legislation so that they can still make a product and a profit. There is no justification for the bill to relinquish the rights of business owners and consumers as a means to squeeze more money out of the company by railroading terms and definitions in a local bill is completely asinine and anti-productive. 

These bills would also force your own local Hawaii electronic cigarette users to either purchase supplies from out-of-state and international vendors (who are not hampered by this unfair tax) or force those users to resort to smoking again. Making inappropriate taxes on these companies at the personal peril of others? Who wants that blood on their hands? I love the fact that my e-cig providers are based in the USA, the juices are American made and I believe in supporting our own American businesses.

Having said the disadvantages of the bills I will agree with the one aspect the bill touches on to keep devices out of the hands of minors. I can agree with this. Minors and smoking have always been a problem and the numbers continue to rise. I don’t believe any e-cig company is in for marketing and supplying their products to children and minors. They are reputable and responsible and they provide a product and a service to consenting adult consumers. The consenting adult populace shouldn’t suffer needlessly just because these products are just as easily accessed by minors. Minors will find the way to tobacco products, e-cig products, illegal narcotics and alcohol because we also live in a country of choice and opportunity. Despite ANY of the most recent anti-smoking bans in public areas, parks, restaurants, bars, offices etc along with adding the new grotesque pictures printed on the packs of cigarettes regardless of what the tobacco companies are complying with to appease the number of a few empty suits, the bottom line is they are still making money, people are still smoking, and none of the propaganda is really working. People are going to make a choice for themselves, plain and simple. Government legislation is never going to be able to take the will and choice of the people regardless of consequences, people will take the risk despite the consequence. Unless the company is selling illegal substances or violating business laws there shouldn’t be any reason for the government to horde in on the e-cig business just so they can make an extra profit, they are hurting more people than they are helping. Thank you very much for your time.



Michael D’Egidio







Testimony of Opposition 
Bill SB2019, Hawaii 

Michael D’Egidio, Albuquerque New Mexico  

To Whom It May Concern regarding SB2019, 

It has been brought to the collective attention of the E-cig consumer base that SB2019 is currently a bill 
currently undergoing the formal process of becoming law. We the consumer base population and 
supporters of the free enterprise system and fair legal commerce actions do oppose the bill’s unjust and 
unnecessary requirements and contingencies placed on the entities it so attacks. 

I have been a consumer of e-cigarette/e-cig products for the better part of two years. It has been a life 
altering decision for not only my own personal health, the health of my home, family and friends and 
others around me. I began with the full flavored nicotine juices and was able to gradually step down to a 
completely nicotine free vapor juice. Along with the extensive life changing properties that quitting 
regular cigarettes, is the even better deal of being able to consume a more affordable product that e-cigs 
have offered. Buying a carton of cigarettes in and of it’s own at close to $80.00 and the carton lasting only 
two weeks, before I am needing to re-supply. Anti-smoking devices such as gums, patches, pills, 
prescriptions aren’t much more cost efficient either. In fact, your basic marketed cigarettes are going to be 
cheaper than these methods to quit. Right now I am able to buy a 6ml bottle of vapor e-juice for around 
$12.00 which lasts me close to 2 months! I’m not a mathematician but the difference between these 
figures is night and day when looked at on grander scales say per year, multiple years, etc. This was a far 
better product in helping me to quit the nicotine dependence. Though for others it’s not used as an anti-
quit device but more on a recreational basis, but it was something that worked for me and there are 
testimonies for days on the WebPages and personal blogs for consumers who have done the same. 

With the basic logistics covered and in review of the current bill These bills would unfairly tax the sale of 
electronic cigarettes and every electronic cigarette accessory in Hawaii, regardless of whether or not it 
contains tobacco/nicotine, at a rate of 70% of the wholesale price. This tax in turn would force companies 
like Volcanoecigs to move out-of-state or close down due to the tremendous competitive disadvantage 
that would be placed on them. What kind of government would eliminate their local businesses and 
representation in that manner? What is the rationale behind causing the loss of so many jobs locally which 
would be outsourced to other countries? The company would be forced to close, move, or find alternative 
ways to function perhaps illegally just to avoid the ridiculous legislation so that they can still make a 
product and a profit. There is no justification for the bill to relinquish the rights of business owners and 
consumers as a means to squeeze more money out of the company by railroading terms and definitions in 
a local bill is completely asinine and anti-productive.  

These bills would also force your own local Hawaii electronic cigarette users to either purchase supplies 
from out-of-state and international vendors (who are not hampered by this unfair tax) or force those users 
to resort to smoking again. Making inappropriate taxes on these companies at the personal peril of others? 
Who wants that blood on their hands? I love the fact that my e-cig providers are based in the USA, the 
juices are American made and I believe in supporting our own American businesses. 



Having said the disadvantages of the bills I will agree with the one aspect the bill touches on to keep 
devices out of the hands of minors. I can agree with this. Minors and smoking have always been a 
problem and the numbers continue to rise. I don’t believe any e-cig company is in for marketing and 
supplying their products to children and minors. They are reputable and responsible and they provide a 
product and a service to consenting adult consumers. The consenting adult populace shouldn’t suffer 
needlessly just because these products are just as easily accessed by minors. Minors will find the way to 
tobacco products, e-cig products, illegal narcotics and alcohol because we also live in a country of choice 
and opportunity. Despite ANY of the most recent anti-smoking bans in public areas, parks, restaurants, 
bars, offices etc along with adding the new grotesque pictures printed on the packs of cigarettes regardless 
of what the tobacco companies are complying with to appease the number of a few empty suits, the 
bottom line is they are still making money, people are still smoking, and none of the propaganda is really 
working. People are going to make a choice for themselves, plain and simple. Government legislation is 
never going to be able to take the will and choice of the people regardless of consequences, people will 
take the risk despite the consequence. Unless the company is selling illegal substances or violating 
business laws there shouldn’t be any reason for the government to horde in on the e-cig business just so 
they can make an extra profit, they are hurting more people than they are helping. Thank you very much 
for your time. 

 

Michael D’Egidio 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Islandmagic@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:31:55 PM
Attachments: Aloha Bill.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Erickson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Islandmagic@live.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:Islandmagic@live.com

Aloha, 


My name is Michael “Kekoa” Erickson.  I wanted to voice my opposition to the proposed bill that would essentially wipe out the E-Cigarette industry in Hawaii in one fell swoop.  While I do not endorse the sale of E-Cigarettes or their use to minors, I do however believe that this bill would do nothing in the way of stopping kids from getting their hands on them. I also feel that minors are more likely to obtain alcohol and/or drugs before an E-cigarette. 


I have been using the E-cigarette for a while now and it has saved my life. I was a heavy smoker before finding the electronic cigarette and will never go back to smoking traditional cigarettes. I also strongly feel that E-cigarettes should not be classified as a “Tobacco” product. If anything, an E-cigarette contains nicotine…there is no tobacco present. 


Please take into consideration my plea and do not pass this bill. There are many people who use this product and it has changed their lives, like it has for me…for the better. Putting such a high tax and restrictions on E-cigarettes is not the answer. 


Thank you for your time, 


Michael “Kekoa” Erickson


February, 1st, 2012




Aloha,  
My name is Michael “Kekoa” Erickson.  I wanted to voice my opposition to the proposed 
bill that would essentially wipe out the E-Cigarette industry in Hawaii in one fell swoop.  
While I do not endorse the sale of E-Cigarettes or their use to minors, I do however 
believe that this bill would do nothing in the way of stopping kids from getting their 
hands on them. I also feel that minors are more likely to obtain alcohol and/or drugs 
before an E-cigarette.  
I have been using the E-cigarette for a while now and it has saved my life. I was a heavy 
smoker before finding the electronic cigarette and will never go back to smoking 
traditional cigarettes. I also strongly feel that E-cigarettes should not be classified as a 
“Tobacco” product. If anything, an E-cigarette contains nicotine…there is no tobacco 
present.  
Please take into consideration my plea and do not pass this bill. There are many people 
who use this product and it has changed their lives, like it has for me…for the better. 
Putting such a high tax and restrictions on E-cigarettes is not the answer.  
 
Thank you for your time,  
 
Michael “Kekoa” Erickson 
February, 1st, 2012 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: michaeljfelipe@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:55:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Felipe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: michaeljfelipe@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I oppose the tax on e cigs.  It has provided health benefits because it really helped me quit smoking.
Which is superior than other methods of quitting cigaretts.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mglod13@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:32:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Glod
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mglod13@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I strongly support any measure that would ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors. However, to
classify the product and every accessory associated with it as a &quot;tobacco product&quot; for the
purpose of taxation is wrong. you are not smoking tobacco , but you are vaporizing liquid which may or
maynot contain nicotine. NOT TOBACCO . nothing is burning and well the real true point IS ITS NOT A
TOBACCO PRODUCT . so it shouldn't fall under the category of &quot; tobacco product &quot;.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Buildermike@embarqmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:58:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Hansen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Buildermike@embarqmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I will not be buying in Hawaii if you pass this bill. Period.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mjag2000@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:31:46 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Jager
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mjag2000@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
To whom it may concern,
I am opposed to any bill that would associate ecigs or vaps to real tobacco. It has nothing to do with
the unhealthy nasty smelling habit of smoking a cigarette. I am a 43 year old male non-smoker. I
cannot stand the smell of cigarette smoke! It is a disgusting habit. As I said I don't smoke but I do
enjoy the flavor of my vaporizers. I have chronic back pain and using the vaporizers is relaxing and
takes my mind off the back pain. It by no means helps the pain or numbs it. In fact half the time the
liquid I use in my vaps have no nicotine. I simply enjoy the flavor and taste.
I take great offense to anyone that would associate a vaporizer with smoking! A vaporizer is odorless
and there is no second hand smoke. It creates only harmless water vapor.
If children are getting hold of vaporizers and abusing them, then it's the job of their parents to set them
straight. NOT the government!
Please put this bill down! And, lets move on to the real important matters. Getting this country back on
its feet!!!
Thank you for your time,
Michael Jager
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Oodyoko@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:26:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Kemm
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Oodyoko@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
To prohibit the sale of electronic vaporizers to minors would be benificial.
To treat them as a tobacco product and tax them as such would not.
Revision of this bill is a nesesary public duty.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kahaluuboy@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 9:24:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Knock
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kahaluuboy@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mike69101@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:58:01 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Montalbano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mike69101@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
&quot;The electronic cigarette is a batterypowered
nicotine inhalation device that
delivers nicotine to the user through a
vaporized propylene glycol solution from
cartridges which contain high levels of
nicotine, along with other potentially
dangerous substances.&quot;

What &quot;other potentially dangerous substances&quot;? Why don't you list them? Nicotine is no
different than caffeine. Why don't we throw some regulation and taxation on that too? If taxation is
implimented, it needs to be at a national level so that e-cig distributors have an even playing field.
 The good part about the current and future regulations is that it will be plainly obvious which entities
are looking out for the publics health and which are filling their pockets with special interests funds.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tresev@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:43:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michael neal
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tresev@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is a product that helps people stop smoking.  Government pays for stop smoking programs
already.  Why tax this product if it will make this style of stopping smoking less accessible to lower
income families and individuals??
Please consider the cons of this tax.
Michael Neal
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: turbobug02@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:03:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Robert Getz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: turbobug02@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This bill is unAmerican, unethical and unhealthy for native Hawaiians and the rest of us!  Volcano e-cigs
helped me quit smoking.  Electronic cigarettes are healthy and about as harmful as coffee.  What's next?
  Overtaxing coffee products?  There is no association or remote similarity between electronic cigarettes
and tobacco.  Electronic cigarettes REDUCE HEALTH CARE COSTS BY GETTING MORE PEOPLE OFF
TOBACCO!!  INHIBITING AN ALTERNATIVE TO SMOKING IS RETARDED.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mjsantos@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:18:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michael santos
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mjsantos@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: michael.srisuwan@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:10:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michael Srisuwan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: michael.srisuwan@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikee_60453@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:26:09 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michele Zaremba
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikee_60453@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: michele.ladao@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:55:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michele
Organization: Individual
E-mail: michele.ladao@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: citreasures@charter.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:46:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michelle burgstgaler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: citreasures@charter.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
We all agree that any form of tobacco product should not be sold to minors. HOWEVER, this measure
should be denied because it unfairly categorizes electronic cigarettes with tobacco cigarettes in regard
to taxation. This would be an incredible injustice to the makers of electronic cigarettes, and, in turn, to
the purchasers of e-cigarettes. Those of us who are trying to save money and improve our health.
Please do NOT pass this measure, it would have a devastating effect on manufacturers AND users.
Sincerely, michelle burgstaler
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: michelle.limpahan@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 7:55:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michelle.limpahan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: michelle.limpahan@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: superluckygirl@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:01:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: michelle liporto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: superluckygirl@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
Jessie is the best rep for your store, very helpful and you can tell she likes her job.she is very
professional!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: inboxutah@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:41:22 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michelle Rasmussen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: inboxutah@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I'm in opposition of any bill that would consider electronic cigarettes or it's products as a tabacco
product.  We have come so far to create and support these products as a safe and affective way to
quite using toxic tabacco that harms people and our environment.  Any bill or suggestion of electronic
cigarettes being considered a tabacco product should be opposed by every law maker and State as a
terrible step backwards on improving health, our society and our environment for everyone.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: turtle.michelle@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:59:07 AM
Attachments: Volcano testimony.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Michelle Rinehart
Organization: Individual
E-mail: turtle.michelle@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The Volcano is a great tool for helping break addiction to the very real and dangerous alternate of
tobacco products. Lost jobs will devastate an already rocky employment situation. There are so many
reasons not to include this in a tobacco tax bracket and the most notable one is that it is not. That tax
is suppose to try and detour people from picking up the habit, to keep them from buying them to better
the health of the American people. If you include this along with the dangerous ones you are sending a
clear message that it is about money and that you are willing to make quitting even more challenging
by charging more for the alternative.
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I began smoking cigarettes at the age of 14. My parents smoked and it was only natural that I would also pick up the habit. From 1988 through 2009 I smoked a pack or more nonstop. In 2009 I started the process of breaking free from the chains of addiction and found Volcano. I purchased two started packs and multiple boxes of cartridges. Over the next several months I prepared myself for the big day. On 12/2/2009 I woke up and decided I had enough. From the moment I woke up the Volcano went with me everywhere. I used it pretty heavy the first 3 or so weeks then just kept it with my in case of an emergency. I carried it for almost a year then gave it to my brother in hopes that he could do the same. It is now 1/31/2012 and I am still tobacco free. This tobacco-less product was there for me when nothing else could be.

This addiction is nasty and very tough to break. I truly believe this alternative could help break the cycle of kids picking up smoking from there parents. It is not smoking a cigarette and the long term effects are nothing compared to small cell lung cancer which my mother now has due to over 40 years of smoking them. Kids are going to smoke no matter what laws are passed. At least this is a safe legal alternative that may help keep some of them from adopting the addiction for the very dangerous tobacco cigarette.

As far as taxation goes, I think it is sad that there are people trying to push this into a category of highly taxed tobacco products for financial gain, even it if really does hurt giving people a safe alternative. If you put a heavy tax on the manufacture of these in your state, trust me I and many others will just send our money elsewhere to avoid the tax.

Seems only logical that the State of Hawaii would want to keep people employed and gain from the sales tax that would most definitely be lost if the company moves out of state. The trend of government legislating small businesses for financial gain without considering the risks and dangerous to the people is sickening.

I hope you reconsider this bill and keep this business local. Make sure the piece of paper this new tax bill will be written on is worth all the lost jobs and lost revenue since that is what you will be left holding in the end.



Volcano testimony
I began smoking cigarettes at the age of 14. My parents smoked and it was only 
natural that I would also pick up the habit. From 1988 through 2009 I smoked a pack 
or more nonstop. In 2009 I started the process of breaking free from the chains of 
addiction and found Volcano. I purchased two started packs and multiple boxes of 
cartridges. Over the next several months I prepared myself for the big day. On 
12/2/2009 I woke up and decided I had enough. From the moment I woke up the Volcano 
went with me everywhere. I used it pretty heavy the first 3 or so weeks then just 
kept it with my in case of an emergency. I carried it for almost a year then gave it
to my brother in hopes that he could do the same. It is now 1/31/2012 and I am still
tobacco free. This tobacco-less product was there for me when nothing else could be.

This addiction is nasty and very tough to break. I truly believe this alternative 
could help break the cycle of kids picking up smoking from there parents. It is not 
smoking a cigarette and the long term effects are nothing compared to small cell 
lung cancer which my mother now has due to over 40 years of smoking them. Kids are 
going to smoke no matter what laws are passed. At least this is a safe legal 
alternative that may help keep some of them from adopting the addiction for the very
dangerous tobacco cigarette.

As far as taxation goes, I think it is sad that there are people trying to push this
into a category of highly taxed tobacco products for financial gain, even it if 
really does hurt giving people a safe alternative. If you put a heavy tax on the 
manufacture of these in your state, trust me I and many others will just send our 
money elsewhere to avoid the tax.

Seems only logical that the State of Hawaii would want to keep people employed and 
gain from the sales tax that would most definitely be lost if the company moves out 
of state. The trend of government legislating small businesses for financial gain 
without considering the risks and dangerous to the people is sickening.

I hope you reconsider this bill and keep this business local. Make sure the piece of
paper this new tax bill will be written on is worth all the lost jobs and lost 
revenue since that is what you will be left holding in the end.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikael.bonnevie@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:18:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mikael
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikael.bonnevie@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
this is in my opinion an unfair bill that will only high-jack the prices of electronic cigarette and kill the
only alternative for smokers who doesn't want to be nuisance for others.
I support the part of the bill which ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors. However, a %70
increase in prices due to taxes would push me to stop ordering from Hawaiian suppliers. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mike.ebben@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:23:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mike ebben
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mike.ebben@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikeramos420@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:26:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mike ramos
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikeramos420@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mikestoguchi@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:51:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mike Toguchi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mikestoguchi@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mike.urquhart@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:30:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mike urquhart
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mike.urquhart@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The so-called &quot;e-cigs&quot; such as the ones produced by Volcanocigs allowed me to stop
smoking immediately after 50 years of smoking. There is no tobacco in ecigs and I believe can they
really help smokers quit. Now I cant even stand the smell of cigarettes. Please dont tax this product like
you do cigarettes.....if anything the E-cigs should be dispensed as a free item for people trying to quit
smoking. I am smoke free for a year now, and it was easy.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mw93@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:10:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: mike warthen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mw93@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mw93@hawaii.edu


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mkkeawe@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:27:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mikela Keawe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mkkeawe@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I have tried the patch and it didn't really help me quit.  So I am purchasing a electronic cigarette in
hopes of quitting completely.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: appraisalsmindy@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:51:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mindy Nielsen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: appraisalsmindy@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is rediculous.  This is a stop smoking agent that can and will save thousands of lives.  There is NO
tobacco in this product and has made a huge difference in mine and my husbands lives.  We haven't
had a cigarette since we started using this product and there is no danger to other peoples health.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mistydemello@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:46:18 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Misty DeMello
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mistydemello@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I feel this bill would have negative consequences if passed for various reasons. There is no tax on
lighters and they are used for cigarettes as well as matches, cases or various other means that people
use along with there tobacco products. We are not taxed for batteries , chargers or heating elements of
any other kind. This bill is unfair in part due to classification of everything used with ecigs would be
classified under tobacco. This would put small local businesses out of business. As well as force so many
who are trying to change their lives by quiting cancer causing cigarettes to go back to smoking. I feel
this bill is negative for Hawaii as a whole in the negative effects it would have on our state. I believe
that someone needs to do thier research on ecigs and on the small businesses that sale ecigs to revise
this bill.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: monahusni@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 3:03:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Mona Husni
Organization: Individual
E-mail: monahusni@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Please keep these affordable.  They don't produce any second hand smoke and are a much better
alternative than smoking, for everyone!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: monicakc1@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:46:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Monica
Organization: Individual
E-mail: monicakc1@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please don't pass this... Ive been vaping since October of 2011 &amp; my body &amp; health has
improved drastically. I really do believe this helps me a lot. I can actually walk up stairs without having
problems breathing. Please don't do it! My health is so much better since I stopped cigarettes. Thanks!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: skin_dancer@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:30:13 AM
Attachments: ecig hawaii bill.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Monty Montgomery
Organization: Individual
E-mail: skin_dancer@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please oppose this and amend it to reduce the amount of taxation for the nicotine and remove the
inclusion of the hardware.  I agree with the age as I believe that even caffeine should be restricted by
age personally as it is an addictive substance.
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Distinguished members of government,
This bill was brought to my attention by an E-cigerette vendor I purchase goods from for friends who are trying to stop smoking.  I wanted to take a moment to request your opposition to this new bill.  While the governement does not allow companies to claim that E-cigerettes aid in stopping smoking I have friends who have been aided in doing just that with the products.  Now this being said, I fully support a moderate tax on the nicotine juice used in the electronic devices.  However to tax the hardware is absurd.  We do not currently have tobacco taxes on lighters or rolling papers, and this is the equivalent of this action.  I do support age restriction as with tobacco.  Electronic cigerettes have provided a healthier alternative to several friends of mine who enjoy smoking but wish to avoid the huge list of chemicals tobacco contains.  While nicotine is still a negative component it is better than the 1400 other chemicals that tobacco brings to the table. There is no harmful smoke involved with these devices merely water vapor.   Nicotine and Caffeine are very similar in effect so calling out the one without the other is also absurd.  I believe in American values, I personnally am a moderate who believes two things should not happen.  One is do not legislate morality and the other is do not restrict my freedoms by legislation.  I am sure a balance can be found in this path to taxation and I hope that you will find the strength to be moderate in action. 

Monty Montgomery
Texas  



ecig hawaii bill
Distinguished members of government,
This bill was brought to my attention by an E-cigerette vendor I purchase goods from
for friends who are trying to stop smoking.  I wanted to take a moment to request 
your opposition to this new bill.  While the governement does not allow companies to
claim that E-cigerettes aid in stopping smoking I have friends who have been aided 
in doing just that with the products.  Now this being said, I fully support a 
moderate tax on the nicotine juice used in the electronic devices.  However to tax 
the hardware is absurd.  We do not currently have tobacco taxes on lighters or 
rolling papers, and this is the equivalent of this action.  I do support age 
restriction as with tobacco.  Electronic cigerettes have provided a healthier 
alternative to several friends of mine who enjoy smoking but wish to avoid the huge 
list of chemicals tobacco contains.  While nicotine is still a negative component it
is better than the 1400 other chemicals that tobacco brings to the table. There is 
no harmful smoke involved with these devices merely water vapor.   Nicotine and 
Caffeine are very similar in effect so calling out the one without the other is also
absurd.  I believe in American values, I personnally am a moderate who believes two 
things should not happen.  One is do not legislate morality and the other is do not 
restrict my freedoms by legislation.  I am sure a balance can be found in this path 
to taxation and I hope that you will find the strength to be moderate in action. 

Monty Montgomery
Texas  
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thstore@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:49:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Myles Ibara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thstore@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I agree with restricting sales to adults only but do not feel that ecig products should be regulated as
tobacco products.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: monkeyfi112@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:24:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: myron davidson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: monkeyfi112@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nooley17@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:14:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nalehua Wise-Hurst
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nooley17@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Nate-Dogg@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:55:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nathan Martin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Nate-Dogg@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Negarhajebian@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:03:30 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Negar Hajebian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Negarhajebian@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I OPPOSE!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nel2be71@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:28:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: nelson bueno
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nel2be71@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nbmktg@ite.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:12:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Neri S Blas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nbmktg@ite.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am a 40 year cigarette smoker, and I have been trying to quit for many years.  Unfortunately, I was
never successful.

I had been experiencing shortness of breath and was regularly getting sick.  I was really worried of
getting hooked up to an oxygen tank as part of my daily life.
 
Three weeks ago, I decided to try the E-cigarette, from a local company in Hawaii.  I was previously
exposed to it once from a source in the Orient, but, I was more afraid of dying of some other ailment
related to the manufacturing of the product from China. 

I figured that trying it would not be too much of an investment compared to what I already spend on
cigarettes.

I am extremely happy to tell you that for the past two weeks I have been cigarette free. My breathing
has improved, my face is not as built up and smelly, not to mention my breathe, clothes, my car and my
home.  I can only imagine what quitting has done to my health.

You pass any law that taxes or increases the cost of the products associated with the e-cigs, and/or the
e-cigs themselves, you may just as well be the person/s that pull the plug on my life.

I may just go back to smoking cigarettes for it will be cheaper, and of course you will get your taxes,
but just for a short time until the plug you pull would cause my demise.

Pls reconsider your intent.  I pray that you think of the consequences to your people and set aside the
money (taxes) that you can accumulate from this bill/law.  You must place the best interest of your
constituents first, and the opportunity to get the almighty dollar last.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Neri Blas
(671)727-3325       
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: docholiday@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 7:25:05 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: nicholas gerard
Organization: Individual
E-mail: docholiday@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nicholashughes7@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:49:37 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: nicholas hughes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nicholashughes7@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic Cigarettes are actually vaporizers that heat a liquid.  I find it hard to classify a product as
tobbaco related when it contains no tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nmatern@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 8:16:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicholas Matern
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nmatern@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I don't live in Hawaii, but I buy electronic cigarette supplies from a Hawaiian company.  And while it's a
good idea to not sell e cigarettes to minors, this tax will remove my money from the Hawaiian
economy.  I'll buy elsewhere.

Tobacco taxes were imposed to offset the cost of medical care for smoking related illness.  The entire
purpose of electronic cigarettes is to negate the harm of tobacco.  A 70% tax on electronic cigarettes is
not only unjustified, it will backfire because people will cease to buy electronic cigarettes from Hawaiian
companies.

After 27 years of smoking a pack a day, the electronic cigarette has finally helped me quit.  It's been 22
months since I smoked and my health is the best it's been in 10 years.  People are quitting every day
with electronic cigarettes and the fact that the government is looking to to put a stop to it makes me
seriously question your motives.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Neostalker_2917@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:36:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicholas Mendez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Neostalker_2917@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Neostalker_2917@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nickykimnicky@hanmail.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:11:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicky Kim
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nickykimnicky@hanmail.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: brooksi76@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:46:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicolaus Brooks
Organization: Individual
E-mail: brooksi76@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nicolehuntc@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:26:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: nicole hunt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nicolehuntc@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nicpaigetiger@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:18:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicole Lyon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nicpaigetiger@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: spikedlorelei@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:43:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicole Taylor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: spikedlorelei@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This letter of opposition comes from a citizen who does not use tobacco or nicotine in any capacity.  I
do, however, as an educated citizen, strongly support that smokers switch from smoking cigarettes to
vaping with e-cigarettes.

Although I would support a law banning the sale of electronic cigarettes and related supplies to minors,
I believe that taxing e-cigarettes is a mistake. 

First, an e-cigarette and a regular tobacco cigarette are NOT a 1:1 equivalent product and it is possible
and even common to &quot;vape&quot; an e-cigarette that does not contain tobacco, or even without
nicotine.  It would be wrong to tax it all as if it were the same.

Two, it would serve the public vastly more good if more smokers were to switch to e-cigarettes.  By
making them more expensive, much incentive to switch is gone.  If you understand what e-cigarettes
are, then you undoubtedly know that switching saves money in many ways, by saving the smokers'
health.  Sick people cost everybody money, and if everyone switched to e-cigs, there would be
eventually the end of lung cancer and other illnesses from smoking.  If anything, the role of government
should be to encourage people, adults, to make the switch.  Instead of taxing companies that are
making a positive difference in the world, you should subsidize them.  This would not prevent you from
also working to keep nicotine away from minors.

I hope you will not make a decision without fully understanding the difference between smoking and
vaping and will give the matter due consideration.  Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:spikedlorelei@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nirie@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:56:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Nicole
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nirie@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It doesn't seem fair to me that all electronic cigarette items would be taxed at that rate. I believe that
e-cigarettes have helped many people quit smoking regular cigarettes and heavily taxing these items
would limit access of these products as an alternative to smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: olimpiuciocotisan@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:58:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Olimpiu Ciocotisan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: olimpiuciocotisan@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
E-Cigs are NOT tobacco products. they contain no tobacco. They are a safe alternative to smoking and
have helped a lot of people quit as well. It isn't harmful to anyone around it. It is water vapor and if
your going to ban that then you should also ban the use of fog machines and humidifiers because its
the same thing. Also, because it does contain nicotine if your banning the use of e-cigs than you should
also ban the use of nicotine gum, lozenges, patches, and the sort because that's all that is in the e-cig
(if you choose to have nicotine in it. There are options with no nicotine)
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ozzy0777@tahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:52:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ozzy Shaheen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ozzy0777@tahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is a product that helps people, like me get of cigars &amp; cigs. Why in your right minds would u
want to endanger the lives of people who are trying to quit? Raising the tax will not help people.
Prohibiting the sales to minors is fine but not the tax. E-cigs are not tabacco . Please make the right
chose if you really care. Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ozzy0777@tahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: susietj18@sbcglobal.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:20:15 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Pam S. Pajack
Organization: Individual
E-mail: susietj18@sbcglobal.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Please do not pass this bill using e-cigs on a regular basis has helped me stay away from real cigs.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: pamela@pamelahazelton.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:54:54 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Pamela Hazelton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: pamela@pamelahazelton.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
It is not logical to tax a non-tobacco product as a tobacco product. Electronic cigarattes themselves are
simply an electronic device. On their own, they are nothing more than a device that circulates air.

It is specific liquid that provides the release of nicotine, which, by all definitions, is not tobacco. To tax
one nicotine product, and not others (such as patches and gum) is gross misuse of power.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: illsu100@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:22:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: park john yohan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: illsu100@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dogusmeatus@earthlink.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:30:26 PM
Attachments: Testimony re.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Pat Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dogusmeatus@earthlink.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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Testimony re: Bill to Tax Electronic Cigarettes

1/30/2012


It makes perfect sense to eliminate the possibility that minors might obtain these devices or the accessories of electronic cigarettes. That being said...

Most reasonable people would perceive that a device such as these which help people quit smoking more harmful tobacco products would be desirable. Ironically our Government portends to have our best interests in mind. Generally cigarettes and cigars have been regulated and banned in many areas due to public health considerations.

If it is desirable that people quit smoking harmful cigarettes it would be logical to assume that a product such as electronic cigarettes which are even endorsed by doctors over regular cigarettes would be something which would be encouraged to help people quit smoking.


Ironically your State seemingly cannot wait to grope for the tax dollars that might be available through the sale of these devices and the associated products that are sold with them.


I happen to buy these products from a company in your state. I am one of those people that quit smoking easily by substituting the electronic cigarette. I also ordered a set for my brother, sister, and have gotten several friends and neighbors to get them as well. I can't say they all have quit smoking regular cigarettes, however about half of them including me have. 


It would in my opinion be a shameful act on your legislatures' part to destructively add a tax to the product which in turn will discourage people from quitting smoking. In fact I would go as far as to state that you would be complicit in playing a part in hurting the people's health, the very people which you so proudly portray yourselves  to protect.

Most people are very weary of the depiction of Government officials claiming to "serve" when in fact they only serve to deny "common sense".


These are good products which help people which smoke to become healthier by quitting or in some cases maybe just cutting back. I know, I quit with these products.


Now I have no "skin" in this game. I can buy them elsewhere and hurt your local company(s) if that is what you choose to do. But if there is any conscience left, any sense of responsibility to your people, your businesses, and concern over public health, then you should drop this needless, harmful legislation and work on a more meaningful pursuit and serve the people which elected you rather than taxing them for doing something they need to do... like quitting smoking cigarettes.

Here in a nutshell will be the result of your legislation.


1. More people will continue to harm themselves with smoking regular cigarettes, make no mistake, because of your actions.


2. Your businesses will suffer losses due to the fact that people who use these products will find other less expensive sources in other states or countries.


3. More of your citizens will suffer health consequences of smoking regular tobacco products as a result of your actions.


4. I for one will have one more reason to believe that "Responsible" Government is a relic of the past and Hawaii exemplifies that fact.


Demonstrate that real leadership still exists in Hawaii, do the right thing and bury this legislation. Again I do not have a dog in this race. I do not sell these products, nor have anything to do with their distribution other than the fact that I buy the products from a company in your state. Yet I felt strongly enough to take about twenty minutes of my life to draft this letter. I hope you take at least that much time to consider the consequences of the proposed legislation.

Lastly, as a resident of Indiana, I have always perceived Hawaii as a place where common sense still prevails. Please say it ain't so, that you too have gone the way of Big Government dipping into the till at every opportunity even if it hurts those which have  entrusted you to serve.


Respectfully,


Pat Miller 
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If it is desirable that people quit smoking harmful cigarettes it would be logical to assume that a product 
such as electronic cigarettes which are even endorsed by doctors over regular cigarettes would be 
something which would be encouraged to help people quit smoking. 
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the sale of these devices and the associated products that are sold with them. 

I happen to buy these products from a company in your state. I am one of those people that quit 
smoking easily by substituting the electronic cigarette. I also ordered a set for my brother, sister, and 
have gotten several friends and neighbors to get them as well. I can't say they all have quit smoking 
regular cigarettes, however about half of them including me have.  

It would in my opinion be a shameful act on your legislatures' part to destructively add a tax to the 
product which in turn will discourage people from quitting smoking. In fact I would go as far as to state 
that you would be complicit in playing a part in hurting the people's health, the very people which you 
so proudly portray yourselves  to protect. 

Most people are very weary of the depiction of Government officials claiming to "serve" when in fact 
they only serve to deny "common sense". 

These are good products which help people which smoke to become healthier by quitting or in some 
cases maybe just cutting back. I know, I quit with these products. 

Now I have no "skin" in this game. I can buy them elsewhere and hurt your local company(s) if that is 
what you choose to do. But if there is any conscience left, any sense of responsibility to your people, 
your businesses, and concern over public health, then you should drop this needless, harmful legislation 
and work on a more meaningful pursuit and serve the people which elected you rather than taxing them 
for doing something they need to do... like quitting smoking cigarettes. 

Here in a nutshell will be the result of your legislation. 



1. More people will continue to harm themselves with smoking regular cigarettes, make no 
mistake, because of your actions. 

2. Your businesses will suffer losses due to the fact that people who use these products will find 
other less expensive sources in other states or countries. 

3. More of your citizens will suffer health consequences of smoking regular tobacco products as a 
result of your actions. 

4. I for one will have one more reason to believe that "Responsible" Government is a relic of the 
past and Hawaii exemplifies that fact. 

Demonstrate that real leadership still exists in Hawaii, do the right thing and bury this legislation. Again I 
do not have a dog in this race. I do not sell these products, nor have anything to do with their 
distribution other than the fact that I buy the products from a company in your state. Yet I felt strongly 
enough to take about twenty minutes of my life to draft this letter. I hope you take at least that much 
time to consider the consequences of the proposed legislation. 

Lastly, as a resident of Indiana, I have always perceived Hawaii as a place where common sense still 
prevails. Please say it ain't so, that you too have gone the way of Big Government dipping into the till at 
every opportunity even if it hurts those which have  entrusted you to serve. 

 

Respectfully, 

Pat Miller  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: patiencenishikawa@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 2:44:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Patience M. Nishikawa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: patiencenishikawa@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: patticakesbakery@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:07:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Patricia /dodd
Organization: Individual
E-mail: patticakesbakery@verizon.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:patticakesbakery@verizon.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: barrett.p.k1@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:16:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Patrick Barrett
Organization: Individual
E-mail: barrett.p.k1@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:barrett.p.k1@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: pattikoonce@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:51:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: patti koonce
Organization: Individual
E-mail: pattikoonce@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes aid smokers in quitting or at least reducing the effects of cigarettes.  Do not include
them as tobacco products as they are not.  Don't sell to minors as we don't sell alcohol or other genuine
tobacco products.  Don't penalize people who are attempting to lessen the adverse health effects of
cigarettes.

To collect a few tax dollars and causing more government regulation, you are adversely affecting
smokers who are trying to do the right thing for their health.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:pattikoonce@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: paulbatallia@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:38:37 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: paul batallia
Organization: Individual
E-mail: paulbatallia@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:paulbatallia@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: paulfarrell57@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:37:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Paul Farrell
Organization: Individual
E-mail: paulfarrell57@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am opposed to this bill passing as written as I believe the unintended consequences will be powerfully
negative. A huge advantage to using electronic cigarettes is the elimination of many of the harmful
poisons that exist in a regular cigarette. As a smoker who has found relief in the use of electronic
cigarette  products, especially American ones, I am concerned that the quality and purity of the
American products I rely upon will be compromised by this bill. I will be forced to use foreign products I
do not trust or switch back to regular tobacco. This tax squeezes out American manufacturers of this
product and you will have done a great disservice to us all, especially those of us who benefit as users
of this product as a cigarette alternative. You will also cause harm to those employed by its production
when American manufacturers leave or shut down.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:paulfarrell57@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wikupple@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:47:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: PAUL GRUBE
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wikupple@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
As a legal citizen of the U.S.A. I oppose bill SB2819 as the nicotine contained in electric cigarettes is
NOT Tabacco and should not be taxed as such! Contrary to the ignorance on which this bill was
proposed, the nicotine in e-cigs is actually good you; i,e,:
http://www.scienceagogo.com/news/20031012195753data_trunc_sys.shtml
Thank you for your time. ~Paul

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:wikupple@yahoo.com
http://www.scienceagogo.com/news/20031012195753data_trunc_sys.shtml


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: navtmcss@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:46:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Paul Leone
Organization: Individual
E-mail: navtmcss@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
I have seen this product help several people quit smoking.  Why not promote this product across the
board.  To limit peoples ability to purchase this product, and have the state tax it because of there own
mismanagement is a poor excuse at leadership.
ess

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: local1boy@earthlink.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:55:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: paul perri
Organization: Individual
E-mail: local1boy@earthlink.net
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
keep hawaii money in hawaii .

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ptheorgood@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:57:42 AM
Attachments: Bill HB2557.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Paul Theorgood
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ptheorgood@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ptheorgood@comcast.net

Dear Representative,



I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557. I have been using electronic cigarettes since 2010. My health and the health of my children have vastly improved.. I tried for so many years to stop smoking and nothing worked, this worked. Please do not risk our health for this bill. I beg you. 



The products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes. Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic Cigarette and Accessories retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu. they have been in business for nearly three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees locally and are one of the fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker Say as a package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to contact you to voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated.



The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”, a “PV”, a “nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that can optionally contain varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all). It is used currently by thousands of people locally and tens of millions of people nationally everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in situations where cigarettes are not permitted. This product is intended for smokers and others addicted to nicotine who are looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their nicotine usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health and safety of those around them.



Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of the product to minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette related products to a 70% tobacco tax regardless of whether or not the product actually contains tobacco. While I agree that products should be restricted from being sold to minors. The bill in its current form has many unintended negative consequences that will effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by local vendors and force thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the internet or return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death sentence. 



The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes, how they are made, what it does, and how it is sold. An electronic cigarette is an electronic device made up of many different common electronic components such as batteries, buttons, metal tips, charging components, plastic bottles,...etc. All of these item are sold separately or as a kit and many of the components can actually be used in conjunction with many other standard electronic devices such as cellphones. In fact nicotine, which may or may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the products sold. I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be perceived as retailing a "tobacco product". However the current bill proposes to classify all of the products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the standing 70% tobacco tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind.



The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much higher than that of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and accessory of an electronic cigarette would effectively make it much more expensive than a traditional tobacco cigarette and would effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and international suppliers (who are not subject to this tax) via the internet or return to smoking altogether. Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it impossible for Volcano to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the business altogether. This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already collecting, and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing them to purchase their products out-of-state or return to smoking.



I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only! 



Sincerely,



Paul Theorgood



Dear Representative, 

 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557. I have been using electronic 
cigarettes since 2010. My health and the health of my children have vastly improved.. I tried for so many 
years to stop smoking and nothing worked, this worked. Please do not risk our health for this bill. I beg 
you.  

 

The products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes. Volcano 
Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic Cigarette and Accessories 
retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu. 
they have been in business for nearly three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees 
locally and are one of the fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker 
Say as a package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and 
jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to contact you to 
voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated. 

 

The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”, a “PV”, a 
“nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that can optionally contain 
varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all). It is used currently by thousands of 
people locally and tens of millions of people nationally everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in 
situations where cigarettes are not permitted. This product is intended for smokers and others addicted 
to nicotine who are looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their 
nicotine usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health and safety 
of those around them. 

 

Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of the product to 
minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette related products to a 70% 
tobacco tax regardless of whether or not the product actually contains tobacco. While I agree that 
products should be restricted from being sold to minors. The bill in its current form has many 
unintended negative consequences that will effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by 
local vendors and force thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the 
internet or return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death 
sentence.  

 



The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes, how they are 
made, what it does, and how it is sold. An electronic cigarette is an electronic device made up of many 
different common electronic components such as batteries, buttons, metal tips, charging components, 
plastic bottles,...etc. All of these item are sold separately or as a kit and many of the components can 
actually be used in conjunction with many other standard electronic devices such as cellphones. In fact 
nicotine, which may or may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the 
products sold. I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be 
perceived as retailing a "tobacco product". However the current bill proposes to classify all of the 
products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the standing 70% tobacco 
tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind. 

 

The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much higher than that 
of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and accessory of an electronic cigarette 
would effectively make it much more expensive than a traditional tobacco cigarette and would 
effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and international suppliers (who are not subject to this 
tax) via the internet or return to smoking altogether. Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it 
impossible for Volcano to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the 
business altogether. This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already collecting, 
and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing them to purchase their 
products out-of-state or return to smoking. 

 

I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Theorgood 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: paulwitt@cox.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:58:59 AM
Attachments: Regarding SB2819.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Paul
Organization: Individual
E-mail: paulwitt@cox.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:paulwitt@cox.net

Regarding SB2819, this bill is exemplary of the lack of consideration for the far reaching consequences passage of such a bill would affect.

While it is important to ensure that the sale of Nicotine related products be limited to adults age 18 and older, this bill would have negative consequences obviously not considered by the legislature. Current laws already effectively prohibit the sale of electronic cigarettes and related products to minors. The negative consequences of the passage of such a bill would endanger the health and well being of electronic cigarette users not only in Hawaii but nationwide. 


This bill would force local Hawaii electronic cigarette users to resort to smoking again. That would inevitable endanger the health of electronic cigarette users by forcing them to use dangerous and deadly conventional cigarettes, increasing the cost to the state in the form medical related and health costs. There would, as well, be a loss of current tax revenue by forcing these same users to purchase supplies from out-of-state and international vendors, who are not hampered by this unfair tax.    

At a rate of 70% of the wholesale price, this tax in turn would force Volcanoecigs to move out-of-state or close down due to the tremendous competitive disadvantage that would be placed on them. This would result in a loss of jobs that can hardly be considered acceptable at any time but particularly in the current economic state of the entire country.

These bills could also be used as a roadmap to affect laws in all states, which could create a domino effect of state legislation across the USA endangering access for all electronic cigarette users to fairly priced electronic cigarettes and accessories regardless of where they are geographically located.

I strongly urge the State Senate to consider these ramifications while reviewing the bill for passage.


Respectfully,



Regarding SB2819, this bill is exemplary of the lack of consideration for the far 
reaching consequences passage of such a bill would affect. 
 
While it is important to ensure that the sale of Nicotine related products be limited 
to adults age 18 and older, this bill would have negative consequences obviously 
not considered by the legislature. Current laws already effectively prohibit the 
sale of electronic cigarettes and related products to minors. The negative 
consequences of the passage of such a bill would endanger the health and well 
being of electronic cigarette users not only in Hawaii but nationwide.  
 
This bill would force local Hawaii electronic cigarette users to resort to smoking 
again. That would inevitable endanger the health of electronic cigarette users by 
forcing them to use dangerous and deadly conventional cigarettes, increasing the 
cost to the state in the form medical related and health costs. There would, as 
well, be a loss of current tax revenue by forcing these same users to purchase 
supplies from out-of-state and international vendors, who are not hampered by 
this unfair tax.     
 
At a rate of 70% of the wholesale price, this tax in turn would force Volcanoecigs 
to move out-of-state or close down due to the tremendous competitive 
disadvantage that would be placed on them. This would result in a loss of jobs 
that can hardly be considered acceptable at any time but particularly in the 
current economic state of the entire country. 
 
These bills could also be used as a roadmap to affect laws in all states, which 
could create a domino effect of state legislation across the USA endangering 
access for all electronic cigarette users to fairly priced electronic cigarettes and 
accessories regardless of where they are geographically located. 
 
I strongly urge the State Senate to consider these ramifications while reviewing 
the bill for passage. 
 
Respectfully, 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: palomalola@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:57:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Paula Loforese
Organization: Individual
E-mail: palomalola@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Please do not add extra taxes or ban electronic cigarettes.   Electonic cigarettes ARE NOT A TOBACCO
PRODUCT.  Where do you see tobacco in an e cigarette?  It is a product that delivers nicotine. Nothing
more.    I quit smoking TOBACCO 2 years ago, and were it not for electonic  cigarettes I would not have
quit.  I realize the FDA does not approve e cigarettes for smoking cessation, however my experience is
that e cigarettes are 100% effective in tobacco cessation.  I have used electronic  cigarettes since I quit
tobacco 2 years ago.  I can't imagine smoking a tobacco cigarette again, unless e cigarettes are banned
or otherwise made very difficult to obtain.  Everybody is hooked on something.   If you want to increase
taxes on something, increase taxes on sugar products, fast food, and junk food.  That will be a far
greater benefit to health than over taxing or banning  e cigarettes. Since I quit tobacco, I no longer
cough or wheeze, I no longer stink.  I no longer pollute my environmment, and will less likely become ill
with cancer.     Electronic cigarettes are clean, no smoke is emitted only vapor, that does not stink, or
cause cancer.  I am sick and tired of the discrimation against cigarette smokers, even though I quit
tobacco.  This bill is just an extension of the ongoing discrimination.  It really angers me that alchohol
and drug abuse seem to  hold less &quot;stigma&quot; than any form of cigarette use, whether it be
tobacco or electronic cigarettes.  It angers me that an individual can board a plane, and get totally
drunk, but God forbid I should use my very safe  electronic cigarette on an airplane.  It also angers me
that any  drug addict can travel on a plane and go into the bathroom and snort their drugs, or pop
their pills, with no discrimination or repercussion whatsoever. In fact the above scenario can happen
anywhere, while tobacco users are sent out in the cold, rain, etc to smoke.  And it is happening again in
the form of this bill that is being proposed.  I do not agree that e cigarettes should be sold to minors,
however, if it helps them stay off tobacco or quit tobacco,  it may be beneficial.   While you are at it,
you might as well attempt to tackle the marijuana problem plaguing our youth. I could go on and on,
but I won't.  Suffice it to say that the tobacco industry does not want electroic cigarettes to be easily
accessible, because they will lose money.  So who's side are you on?  Big tobacco companies who have
big bucks,  or the little guy just trying to stay away from tobacco and pay less money doing it. Think
about it.      

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:palomalola@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: paulojr@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:38:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: paulo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: paulojr@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
After smoking for 21 years water vapor smoking have helped me quit. I have'nt smoked a cigarette in 3
months and the biggest benefit is for my son. He does'nt have to be around the second hand smoke.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: pgregory3307@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:30:40 PM
Attachments: E Cig Testimony By Peter Gregory.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Peter H Gregory
Organization: Individual
E-mail: pgregory3307@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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mailto:pgregory3307@aol.com

2/4/12 Testimony about how I quit smoking by replacing regular cigarettes with e cigs

My name is Peter Gregory and I reside in Valencia, California. I’m 55 years old and started smoking cigarettes when I was about 14 years. By the time I was 20 years old I was smoking two packs of cigarettes a day, and I continued that until I was 54 years old and discovered Vaping. Through the years my health declined and I tried just about everything to quit smoking. I had a chronic cough and a common cold took forever to recover from. I used nicorette gum for a long time, but eventually started smoking again while I continued to chew the gum. Now I was addicted to both the gum and the cigarettes! Not a good thing! I finally just accepted the fact that I would continue to smoke until it killed me. I often felt like I was slowly committing suicide, every time I smoked a cigarette. I felt helpless and hopeless, but I was stuck!

In around May of 2010 I discovered E Cigs. It was my primary care physician that actually recommended I give e cigs a try. I found Volcanoecigs.com online, and placed my first order. I really wasn’t expecting e cigs to work, so I wasn’t optimistic about quitting cigarettes. I’m now happy to report that I haven’t smoked even one regular cigarette since the very first day I started with e cigs. Even better, I’ve never even had the urge for a regular cigarette, not once! I’ve been smoke free since 5/2010 and I now feel great. Yesterday I went to my local swimming pool and swam for 45 minutes, non stop. I wasn’t capable of anything close to that two years ago! My doctor says I’m healthier than I ever was and I no longer have that chronic cough or any of the other health issues resulting from smoking. Yes, I still take in a very small amount of nicotine but I’ve been slowly cutting it back, and should be nicotine free within six months. Yes, I will still vape, because I enjoy it. Thankfully I can vape with little or no nicotine content. I’m now living a healthier and happier life and hope to have more years with my family than if I’d have continued smoking.

I can’t imagine why anyone in our government would want to tax e cigs in a manner similar to cigarettes. It’s just beyond my comprehension or understanding! Is this a joke? There are a lot of smokers out there that need this alternative. By adding this excessive tax, many of them might not even bother to consider the e cig option. How many more people must die as a result of smoking cigarettes? Believe me, if smokers would try a well produced e cig just once, they would stop smoking forever! I dare any smoker to try Volcano’s latest and best e cig! I can almost guarantee, they’ll never smoke again, if they try it just once!

Be advised, I’m a registered voter and will be paying close attention on this bill. I’ll be looking to see who supports and who opposes. You can bet I’ll be keeping track for future voting decisions. Let’s see, who’s running for president in 2012? Wonder what the candidates position is on this measure. I guess I’ll find out in a few short days.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my testimony regarding this matter.


Peter H Gregory


27890 Skycrest Circle


Valencia, CA 91354


E mail pgregory3307@aol.com




2/4/12 Testimony about how I quit smoking by replacing regular cigarettes with e cigs 
 
My name is Peter Gregory and I reside in Valencia, California. I’m 55 years old and 
started smoking cigarettes when I was about 14 years. By the time I was 20 years old I 
was smoking two packs of cigarettes a day, and I continued that until I was 54 years old 
and discovered Vaping. Through the years my health declined and I tried just about 
everything to quit smoking. I had a chronic cough and a common cold took forever to 
recover from. I used nicorette gum for a long time, but eventually started smoking again 
while I continued to chew the gum. Now I was addicted to both the gum and the 
cigarettes! Not a good thing! I finally just accepted the fact that I would continue to 
smoke until it killed me. I often felt like I was slowly committing suicide, every time I 
smoked a cigarette. I felt helpless and hopeless, but I was stuck! 
 
In around May of 2010 I discovered E Cigs. It was my primary care physician that 
actually recommended I give e cigs a try. I found Volcanoecigs.com online, and placed 
my first order. I really wasn’t expecting e cigs to work, so I wasn’t optimistic about 
quitting cigarettes. I’m now happy to report that I haven’t smoked even one regular 
cigarette since the very first day I started with e cigs. Even better, I’ve never even had the 
urge for a regular cigarette, not once! I’ve been smoke free since 5/2010 and I now feel 
great. Yesterday I went to my local swimming pool and swam for 45 minutes, non stop. I 
wasn’t capable of anything close to that two years ago! My doctor says I’m healthier than 
I ever was and I no longer have that chronic cough or any of the other health issues 
resulting from smoking. Yes, I still take in a very small amount of nicotine but I’ve been 
slowly cutting it back, and should be nicotine free within six months. Yes, I will still 
vape, because I enjoy it. Thankfully I can vape with little or no nicotine content. I’m now 
living a healthier and happier life and hope to have more years with my family than if I’d 
have continued smoking. 
 
I can’t imagine why anyone in our government would want to tax e cigs in a manner 
similar to cigarettes. It’s just beyond my comprehension or understanding! Is this a joke? 
There are a lot of smokers out there that need this alternative. By adding this excessive 
tax, many of them might not even bother to consider the e cig option. How many more 
people must die as a result of smoking cigarettes? Believe me, if smokers would try a 
well produced e cig just once, they would stop smoking forever! I dare any smoker to try 
Volcano’s latest and best e cig! I can almost guarantee, they’ll never smoke again, if they 
try it just once! 
 
Be advised, I’m a registered voter and will be paying close attention on this bill. I’ll be 
looking to see who supports and who opposes. You can bet I’ll be keeping track for 
future voting decisions. Let’s see, who’s running for president in 2012? Wonder what the 
candidates position is on this measure. I guess I’ll find out in a few short days. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide my testimony regarding this matter. 
 
Peter H Gregory 
27890 Skycrest Circle 



Valencia, CA 91354 
E mail pgregory3307@aol.com 
 
 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thesnomosnter@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:10:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Peter Owings
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thesnomosnter@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have stopped consuming over 4000 bad ingredients thanks to &quot;e-cigs&quot; I became sick with
pneumonia which prevented me from smoking for a 2 months. I know only vape with no nicotine just to
have the habbit that I am still wanting. Although not proven, this is a greatly improved lifestyle as i am
able to breathe easier and dont cough up a lung as  I would traditional cigs. no need to tax e-cigs, only
the prevention of sale to minors is needed.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mrspeedy4@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:20:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Philip Nones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mrspeedy4@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: phillbosan@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:47:58 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Phill Moran
Organization: Individual
E-mail: phillbosan@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Sen Tsutsui et al.,
I had been a smoker for 24 years - or over half of my life. I was allergic to patches, gum and other
products - and their cost was extraordinarily high. Hypnosis and Self Will failed.
I was referred to e-cigs by a friend who had the same issues as me.
Most users of e-cigs are like myself, former smokers - still working our way off nicotine, but off regular
cigarettes completely.
Taxing e-cigs to 70% will send not only a very wrong message to the public (that you are anti giving up
smoking) and remove a very cost effective way of doing so. The benefits (not proven admittedly) have
been immense for me. I am healthier, not smoking and likely not to be a burden on our healthcare
system in the future because of e-cigs.
I respectfully request that you do not continue with this bill and find other ways to both regulate and
tax this growing industry.

Respectfully

Phillip Moran
Former Smoker
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: pjk173@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:29:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: philip kaine
Organization: Individual
E-mail: pjk173@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
hi,
    I was a long time smoker and now I vape ,its an affordable way to keep off the tobacco taxing it at a
higher rate seams if taxes are more important than health think about that! I do agree none should be
sold to minors
philip kaine
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sillacill1@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:36:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: priscilla reese
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sillacill1@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dpuneet75@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:16:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Puneet
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dpuneet75@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic Nicotine Delivery devices also commonly known as Electronic Cigarettes are not Tobacco
products. We should limit their sale to Minors, but taxing it like tobacco. Come on. What does the Govt
want next. Taxation on breathing air. This is not right in any common sense of law. But now the
question is if common sense prevails at our Courts or not. This Tax is wrong and and immoral. I oppose
it.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: pyroman951@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:16:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: quinten porter
Organization: Individual
E-mail: pyroman951@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
If this passed I’d never visit Hawaii again. E-cigs are not a tobacco product. It’s a personal vaporizer.
It’s helped me quit smoking when nothing else could.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rbennett124@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:49:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: R Bennett
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rbennett124@comcast.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rkb777@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:43:18 AM
Attachments: Before I tried electronic cigarettes.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: R. Burke
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rkb777@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rkb777@hotmail.com

Before I tried electronic cigarettes, I had given up hope of ever quitting smoking. I had been smoking for a long time- 37 years- and no matter how much I wanted to or how hard I tried, I had never been able to quit, or even cut down. Whenever new, and usually expensive, stop-smoking aids would come out, I’d give them a try; but none of them ever helped me deal with the intense withdrawal symptoms I always suffered every time I tried to quit. Eventually, I gave up all hope and resigned myself to the sad fact that I would probably be a smoker for the rest of my life- or at least until cigarettes were made illegal. I couldn’t really imagine what I’d do after that, but the outlook was very grim. 


Then I heard about electronic cigarettes, and although I was skeptical, I gave them a try. I didn't smoke a single cigarette after that, for months. (Previously, the longest I’d been able to stop smoking was no more than a week.)

That is quite an accomplishment, considering that I was up to about 2 and a half packs of cigarettes a day (or more, when stressed out) at the time.  


E-cigs work because they give users the nicotine we've become addicted to by smoking. They also provide a convincing imitation of the act of smoking, for those who have the habit: by that I mean that it actually looks and feels as if you're smoking. If you don't know that someone's using an e-cig, it's easy to be fooled: it looks very much like a regular cigarette, and it can produce a vapor that looks just like smoke. However, e-cigs don't stink; most people find the vapor has a faint, pleasant odor. The nicotine-containing juice e-cigs use comes in a variety of flavors, which I appreciate as a former smoker: since it's not tobacco, there's no reason it has to taste like it. But numerous flavors of tobacco are also available; the ones I tried were not half-bad, especially when compared to the low-quality cigarettes increasing numbers of smokers are forced to start buying whenever governments drastically increase tobacco product prices. The juice also comes in various strengths of nicotine, or with none at all. I used cartridges and juices with the highest level of nicotine at first, which kept my mind off cigarettes- a miracle, to me- while the act of vaping, as it is called, kept me busy and helped break the habit of lighting up. It may interest you to know that the great author, C. S. Lewis, suffered similarly. I wish he had had the opportunity to try e-cigs.

People who smoke and want to quit but can't need real help. It doesn't help most heavily addicted smokers to continually raise the price of cigarettes, to outlaw their use in public places, to restrict their use to ever-smaller and more uncomfortable smoking zones, or to ostracize and condemn smokers. Those misguided (and sometimes downright mean) measures not only make smokers feel even worse than they already do because they can't quit: they also make a lot of them justifiably angry.


Now this Senate is considering applying similar draconian measures to e-cigs, which begs these questions: Are you interested in helping people quit smoking, or not? If cigarettes are as bad for people’s health as we have been led to believe, why would you want to deprive the heavily addicted of what may be the only method that will enable many of them to quit? 

The restrictions you are considering with this bill will do nothing to help; if enacted, they will only drive more people to continue or go back to smoking, since a major factor for many in trying e-cigs is the amount of money they will save if they quit smoking. These measures will force e-cig producers to increase their prices by 70%, which would remove that motivation entirely. In addition, it will negatively affect the businesses involved, and at a time when this would be most unwise.

The FDA, unfortunately, has made a huge mistake in coming out against e-cigs- without having studied their safety or efficacy. If they truly want to protect Americans’ health, their concern, besides prohibing the sale of nicotine to minors, should focus on ensuring that the products used in vaping are as safe as can be (e.g. regulating the quality of the the items and the juices), not to simply increase their cost prohibitively without just cause. It should not be necessary to accomplish this by placing an exhorbitant and unfair tax on all e-cig products. 


I intend to use e-cigs again when I’m ready to give up smoking for good. It would be a shame, to say the least, if I wouldn’t be able to afford or even be able to find what I need to break free when I’m ready.


Thank you for considering my testimony. 



 
Before I tried electronic cigarettes, I had given up hope of ever quitting smoking. I had been smoking for a long time- 37 
years- and no matter how much I wanted to or how hard I tried, I had never been able to quit, or even cut down. 
Whenever new, and usually expensive, stop-smoking aids would come out, I’d give them a try; but none of them ever 
helped me deal with the intense withdrawal symptoms I always suffered every time I tried to quit. Eventually, I gave up 
all hope and resigned myself to the sad fact that I would probably be a smoker for the rest of my life- or at least until 
cigarettes were made illegal. I couldn’t really imagine what I’d do after that, but the outlook was very grim.  
Then I heard about electronic cigarettes, and although I was skeptical, I gave them a try. I didn't smoke a single 
cigarette after that, for months. (Previously, the longest I’d been able to stop smoking was no more than a week.) 
That is quite an accomplishment, considering that I was up to about 2 and a half packs of cigarettes a day (or more, 
when stressed out) at the time.   
E-cigs work because they give users the nicotine we've become addicted to by smoking. They also provide a convincing 
imitation of the act of smoking, for those who have the habit: by that I mean that it actually looks and feels as if you're 
smoking. If you don't know that someone's using an e-cig, it's easy to be fooled: it looks very much like a regular 
cigarette, and it can produce a vapor that looks just like smoke. However, e-cigs don't stink; most people find the vapor 
has a faint, pleasant odor. The nicotine-containing juice e-cigs use comes in a variety of flavors, which I appreciate as a 
former smoker: since it's not tobacco, there's no reason it has to taste like it. But numerous flavors of tobacco are also 
available; the ones I tried were not half-bad, especially when compared to the low-quality cigarettes increasing numbers 
of smokers are forced to start buying whenever governments drastically increase tobacco product prices. The juice also 
comes in various strengths of nicotine, or with none at all. I used cartridges and juices with the highest level of nicotine 
at first, which kept my mind off cigarettes- a miracle, to me- while the act of vaping, as it is called, kept me busy and 
helped break the habit of lighting up. It may interest you to know that the great author, C. S. Lewis, suffered similarly. I 
wish he had had the opportunity to try e-cigs. 
People who smoke and want to quit but can't need real help. It doesn't help most heavily addicted smokers to continually 
raise the price of cigarettes, to outlaw their use in public places, to restrict their use to ever-smaller and more 
uncomfortable smoking zones, or to ostracize and condemn smokers. Those misguided (and sometimes downright mean) 
measures not only make smokers feel even worse than they already do because they can't quit: they also make a lot of 
them justifiably angry. 
Now this Senate is considering applying similar draconian measures to e-cigs, which begs these questions: Are you 
interested in helping people quit smoking, or not? If cigarettes are as bad for people’s health as we have been led to 
believe, why would you want to deprive the heavily addicted of what may be the only method that will enable many of 
them to quit?  
The restrictions you are considering with this bill will do nothing to help; if enacted, they will only drive more people to 
continue or go back to smoking, since a major factor for many in trying e-cigs is the amount of money they will save if 
they quit smoking. These measures will force e-cig producers to increase their prices by 70%, which would remove that 
motivation entirely. In addition, it will negatively affect the businesses involved, and at a time when this would be most 
unwise. 
The FDA, unfortunately, has made a huge mistake in coming out against e-cigs- without having studied their safety or 
efficacy. If they truly want to protect Americans’ health, their concern, besides prohibing the sale of nicotine to minors, 
should focus on ensuring that the products used in vaping are as safe as can be (e.g. regulating the quality of the the 
items and the juices), not to simply increase their cost prohibitively without just cause. It should not be necessary to 
accomplish this by placing an exhorbitant and unfair tax on all e-cig products.  
I intend to use e-cigs again when I’m ready to give up smoking for good. It would be a shame, to say the least, if I 
wouldn’t be able to afford or even be able to find what I need to break free when I’m ready. 
Thank you for considering my testimony.  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rriggs4455@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:14:39 AM
Attachments: Vaping.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rachel Riggs
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rriggs4455@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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mailto:rriggs4455@yahoo.com

To Whom It Concerns;


I recently started “vaping” as of 12/2010.  I chose to use the electronic cigarette as an alternative to regular tobacco smoking and I have to say it has worked wonderfully for me.  I can now vape in my home, car, and around my child without endangering those around or myself for that matter.  I understand some of the liquids used for vaping contain very low amounts of nicotine but this is not by any means the same as smoking a regular tobacco cigarette.  I am a medical professional and know that nicotine by itself is no more harmful that caffeine that we ingest as Americans every day.  I have spent quite a bit of money to start using this product and cannot imagine having to change products or quit all together.  As a former smoker I know what it is to be scrutinized for a LEGAL habit yet we get taxed more than most, we pay higher health care premiums, higher life insurance premiums,  listen to commercials tell us how bad smoking is for your health and those around us.  My problem with this is the government fights to pass bills to ban smoking yet continue to produce a product that is so addictive; more addictive than some illegal drugs but then a product comes out to help those of us who want to choose a healthier alternative we get taxed for this too.  Vaping is not in any respect close to smoking a cigarette, just compare the ingredients or I should say chemicals in a cigarette to the 4 ingredients in the liquid used for vaping.  I pray this bill does not get passed, if it does it will be for the money.  That has been what it has always been about.  I whole-heartedly am opposed to this bill being passed, please give this community a break.  Smokers have very few alternatives out there.  This is a wonderful alternative for everyone! 

Thank You,


Rachel Riggs


Indianapolis, In 


Rriggs4455@yahoo.com




To Whom It Concerns; 

 

 I recently started “vaping” as of 12/2010.  I chose to use the electronic cigarette as an 
alternative to regular tobacco smoking and I have to say it has worked wonderfully for me.  I can now 
vape in my home, car, and around my child without endangering those around or myself for that matter.  
I understand some of the liquids used for vaping contain very low amounts of nicotine but this is not by 
any means the same as smoking a regular tobacco cigarette.  I am a medical professional and know that 
nicotine by itself is no more harmful that caffeine that we ingest as Americans every day.  I have spent 
quite a bit of money to start using this product and cannot imagine having to change products or quit all 
together.  As a former smoker I know what it is to be scrutinized for a LEGAL habit yet we get taxed 
more than most, we pay higher health care premiums, higher life insurance premiums,  listen to 
commercials tell us how bad smoking is for your health and those around us.  My problem with this is 
the government fights to pass bills to ban smoking yet continue to produce a product that is so 
addictive; more addictive than some illegal drugs but then a product comes out to help those of us who 
want to choose a healthier alternative we get taxed for this too.  Vaping is not in any respect close to 
smoking a cigarette, just compare the ingredients or I should say chemicals in a cigarette to the 4 
ingredients in the liquid used for vaping.  I pray this bill does not get passed, if it does it will be for the 
money.  That has been what it has always been about.  I whole-heartedly am opposed to this bill being 
passed, please give this community a break.  Smokers have very few alternatives out there.  This is a 
wonderful alternative for everyone!  

 

Thank You, 

Rachel Riggs 

Indianapolis, In  

Rriggs4455@yahoo.com 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: raeshanahan20@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:21:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rachel shanahan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: raeshanahan20@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Since i have been working for volcano I seen how much this product has helped people, as well as my
own customers that i have helped. I really believe in this product please don't pass the bill. It would be
unfair to all those people, and you would be sentencing those people to an earlier death.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rachel.tuma@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:01:00 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rachel Tuma
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rachel.tuma@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes should not be grouped with &quot;tobacco&quot;. I was a smoker for 15 years.
After trying the electronic cigarette, I have successfully STOPPED smoking. Taxing electronic cigarettes
would make them and the accessories so expensive, I could not afford them. Nicotine is the only
ingredient in the e-cigarette that relates to tobacco. While i do not agree with the sale of these items to
minors, taxing them as &quot;tobacco products&quot; is a bit far-fetched.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rachelle96732@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:46:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: rachelle crisp
Organization:
E-mail: rachelle96732@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rhayama@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:58:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: rahn hayama
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rhayama@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
they helped me quit and live a healthier life
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: travelnperl@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:04:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Randall H Perl
Organization: Individual
E-mail: travelnperl@verizon.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Ok, I have noticed millions of people smoking, ruining my freshness for air, then, disposing of them in
your beautiful gardens and beaches.

Come on, this use of electronic vapor is not only pleasent to smell, but is not disposed of in an uncaring
matter. 

If you are a humanitarian, then this 70% tax (LIKE) tobacco is as ungreen as you can be.  Clean the
earth and promote a sensible method of satisfaction.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rmrprr@windstream.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:31:01 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: randolph rabish
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rmrprr@windstream.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I agree with not sellng to minors but not to taxing

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sol0569@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:19:52 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Randy Solomon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sol0569@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rclanahan@charter.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:58:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Randy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rclanahan@charter.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Moronic Liberals!!!!!!  Self explanatory... no additional comments required.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lcdrrek@tx.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:34:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Raphael Kearns
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lcdrrek@tx.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I would like to submit testimony in opposition to this legislation.  I am not a resident of Hawaii however
I am a frequent visitor and a user of electronic cigarettes.  I also purchase these products from a
company in Hawaii and this tax will force me to purchase elsewhere. 

I firmly believe in a high tax on traditional tobacco cigarettes as this is a method to discourage their
use.  Electronic cigarettes on the other hand possess none of the harmful problems that are associated
with tobacco.  They are smoke free, contain no harmful ingredients and cause no problems with
“second hand smoke”.  These are not cigarettes and should NOT be taxed as such. 

This is unfair legislation.  Companies in your state are able to sell this product and contribute to their
communities and your establishment of this tax will drive them out of business.  This will deprive them
of their livelihood, their customers of a great product, and the State of Hawaii the tax money that they
are currently collecting from these companies.

Thank you for you time and attention.

Sincerely,

Raphael Kearns
2556 Campfire Lane
Frisco, TX 75033

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lcdrrek@tx.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: krieghund360@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:16:03 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Raul Donastorg
Organization: Individual
E-mail: krieghund360@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
While I do strongly agree in making this product unavailable to minors. I do not think it should be taxed
as a &quot;tobacco product&quot;, because there are options to buy the liquid without any nicotine
content in it. And even when it does The primary therapeutic use of nicotine is in treating nicotine
dependence in order to eliminate smoking with the damage it does to health. Controlled levels of
nicotine are given to patients through gums, dermal patches, lozenges, electronic/substitute cigarettes
or nasal sprays in an effort to wean them off their dependence. A 70% sales tax would only serve to
promote the use of traditional cigarettes as they would be far less costly. In an sum i feel that the
approval of this law would only benefit the Big tobacco companies.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:krieghund360@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: raul.kingjr@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 3:47:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Raul Quilingking Jr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: raul.kingjr@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:raul.kingjr@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: raven.malott@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:27:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: raven malott
Organization: Individual
E-mail: raven.malott@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I have  been  a  smoker and have been  looked  down  upon  since  I  started  smoking cigarretes im 
now  trying  to  quite  and  i thought that  this  is  the  best  way. and  usingf the  e cigg is  helping me 
ween  my  self  but  if  the senet ads a 70% tax on all  supplys  i  might as well  keep smoking  .im  not 
hurting  anyone  doing  it this  way i dont think vaperizers  should be  taxed  this  way it helps  people 
quite the  harsh  stuff

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:raven.malott@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ray1221lau@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:12:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ray Laut
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ray1221lau@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ray1221lau@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rklbuilders@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 9:54:31 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ray lopez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rklbuilders@live.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
NOT A TOBACCO PRODUCT!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rklbuilders@live.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tiger032974@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:57:41 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Raymond Domingo Jr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tiger032974@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tiger032974@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: becklamano@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:05:25 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rebecca Lamano
Organization: Individual
E-mail: becklamano@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am writing to ask that you Please reconcider passing this bill against Electronic Cigarettes. I do agree
they should not be available to minors because they do contain nictotine. I think that e-cigs should be
easier for adults that are wanting and NEEDING a smoking alternative to get..NOT Harder or more
expensive. They have changed my life! I have tried to quit a half dozen times and nothing has worked.
I was introduced to Volcano E-Cigs based in Hawaii and because of there HIGH standards and quailty of
there products I tried it. It has truely made a difference in my life. An alternative to Tobacco cigarettes
is exactly what people need. E-cigs are free of the harsh chemicals and toxins that make combustable
cigarettes so deadly. I got mine and have NOT touched a tobacco cigarette ever since. If they are taxed
at a rate of 70%..that will Not only prevent people from being able to afford them but it will cause an
Outstanding Company to go out of business and for people to lose jobs. E-cigs are a &quot;Stop
Smoking&quot; tool for most of us and if they are not available or more expensive, those of us that
have stopped smoking will go back to the Nasty Tobacco Cigarettes that are hated by everyone(even
smokers) and deadly. PLEASE DO NOT PASS THIS BILL! I am a happy Non-Smoker thanks to Volcano-
Ecigs based in Hawaii. I am planning to take a trip to Hawaii from FL for my husband and myself with
the money we are saving on cigarettes this year by switching to e-cigs and would hate to think that
won't be possible because of this bill. I know lots of people that are doing the same thing as reward to
ourselves to making the switch. This bill will not only affect peoples health but it will affect the economy
of Hawaii too. Not only will it cost people jobs by companies closing or leaving Hawaii to another state
without this law but also Tourism will be affected with those of us that won't be able to make the trip.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:becklamano@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rodaki@windstream.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:22:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rebecca Taylor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rodaki@windstream.net
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes are not tobacco products and should not be taxed or regulated as such. If tax
policy were amended so that wealthy individuals and corporations paid their fair share of taxes, there
would be no need to tax small businesses, such as those that sell electronic cigarettes, into oblivion.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rodaki@windstream.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thebekkster@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:21:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rebekah Alferd
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thebekkster@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:thebekkster@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: poets808@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:42:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Reese
Organization: Individual
E-mail: poets808@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
From smoking 2 packs of analogues a day to overnight quitting with e-cigs it really changed my life and
the lives of my family as well.  I really hope that there will be no extra taxation for mw to continue this
heathier lifestyle.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:poets808@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: regina.miller@compuware.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:50:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Regina Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: regina.miller@compuware.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Not all e-cigarette use involves/contains tobacco/nicotine and should not be considered as such.  These
products have helped me quit smoking tobacco at a reasonable price. I am currently mixing nicotine and
non nicotine liquid and after this bottle will discontinue nicotine. Changes to the pricing of these
products would keep others from trying to quit smoking or some may begin smoking again should the
price become too high.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: REIKOCORIA@HOTMAIL.COM
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:01:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: REIKO CORIA
Organization: Individual
E-mail: REIKOCORIA@HOTMAIL.COM
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
THIS PRODUCT IS FANTASTIC!  I HAVE BEEN A SMOKER FOR OVER 20 YEARS AND I NO LONGER
SMELL LIKE A CHIMMNEY!  MY KIDS ARE THANKFUL THAT THIS PRODUCT IS AVAILABLE AND THAT I
AM ON THE ROAD TO FINALLY QUITTING!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:REIKOCORIA@HOTMAIL.COM


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: idalianaomi@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:37:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: renee eastling
Organization: Individual
E-mail: idalianaomi@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am upset and I think adding task onto an electronic is nuts. selfish when all we want to to is help
people quit smoking. you add tax onto a good thing. ass holes

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rhen_100806@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 8:45:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: renie eladyo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rhen_100806@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rhen_100806@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: r.agonoy@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:58:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: rex agonoy
Organization: Individual
E-mail: r.agonoy@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:r.agonoy@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jrex80@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:02:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rex Johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jrex80@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I have used ecigs for 9 months and have not smoked real ciggarettes at all.  I find that ecigs are a
helpful quiting tool.  I feel they should not be treated as tobacco products.  Children should not be
allowed to buy them but they are a wonderful tool for adults.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jrex80@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rhondasalessc@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 3:05:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rhonda Sales
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rhondasalessc@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rhondasalessc@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rsbuchanan@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:27:01 PM
Attachments: Testimony in opposition of SB2819.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Richard Buchanan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rsbuchanan@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rsbuchanan@hotmail.com

Testimony in opposition of SB2819



I smoked cigarettes for 29 years. I have tried many different times to quit and have failed until I was introduced to the ecigarette.  February 2011 I was directed to a reputable company that sells ecigarette models and accessories that is located in Hawaii.  I can say that with the help of this product and the support of the people that work there I have not smoked a cigarette for 11 months. In addition I have referred no less than a dozen other people to this company that also have quit smoking while using their products.

While this product does have the means to provide a source of nicotine, many like myself, are now using the ecigarette that provide little or none. This means eventually I will be free of all addictive substances  that tobacco provides.

I am in agreement that this product should not be provided to minors. I believe in my state such a rule exists. I am in opposition to taxing this product as a tobacco product.

I buy exclusively from one company. This company is located in Hawaii. If they are forced to tax their product at the same rate as cigarettes, I believe it would have a devastating effect. I, as many others, would be forced by economics to find another company located outside of Hawaii to give our business to. This would more than likely cause this company great financial hardship ultimately forcing them to close or relocate to another state that does not place the same restrictions on them. 

I respectfully urge you not to pass this bill.



Sincerely,

Richard Buchanan

Lakewood, Colorado

[bookmark: _GoBack]rsbuchanan@hotmail.com



 



Testimony in opposition of SB2819 

 

I smoked cigarettes for 29 years. I have tried many different times to quit and have failed until I was 
introduced to the ecigarette.  February 2011 I was directed to a reputable company that sells ecigarette 
models and accessories that is located in Hawaii.  I can say that with the help of this product and the 
support of the people that work there I have not smoked a cigarette for 11 months. In addition I have 
referred no less than a dozen other people to this company that also have quit smoking while using their 
products. 

While this product does have the means to provide a source of nicotine, many like myself, are now using 
the ecigarette that provide little or none. This means eventually I will be free of all addictive substances  
that tobacco provides. 

I am in agreement that this product should not be provided to minors. I believe in my state such a rule 
exists. I am in opposition to taxing this product as a tobacco product. 

I buy exclusively from one company. This company is located in Hawaii. If they are forced to tax their 
product at the same rate as cigarettes, I believe it would have a devastating effect. I, as many others, 
would be forced by economics to find another company located outside of Hawaii to give our business 
to. This would more than likely cause this company great financial hardship ultimately forcing them to 
close or relocate to another state that does not place the same restrictions on them.  

I respectfully urge you not to pass this bill. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Buchanan 

Lakewood, Colorado 

rsbuchanan@hotmail.com 

 

  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rkahuli@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:42:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: richard kahuli
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rkahuli@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
is u  crazy 70%???? get real....state is already pushing up taxes on evrything else.let us atleast have
this to help smokers quit and help locals out...

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: leer660@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:16:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Richard Lee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: leer660@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:leer660@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: richard.pope@parsons.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:53:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Richard Pope
Organization: Individual
E-mail: richard.pope@parsons.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I had been smoking tobacco cigarettes, one and a half packs a day, and after using the electronic
cigarettes for four days, I've been off of smoking cigarettes as well as the electronic cigarette for two
weeks. The use of these electronic cigarettes make me feel 100% better, my shortness of breath has
gone away as well as the coughing from the effects of the smoke over the years.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rtamboa@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:53:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Richard Tamboa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rtamboa@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rtamboa@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: robiniol@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:00:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: richelle ann robiniol
Organization: Individual
E-mail: robiniol@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:robiniol@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hummuh808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 1:39:45 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rick Acosta
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hummuh808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: richagne@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:36:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rick Agnew
Organization: Individual
E-mail: richagne@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: iclark@centurytel.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:40:46 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rickie Clark
Organization: Individual
E-mail: iclark@centurytel.net
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I am off tobacco and ecigs are the wonderful gift to of got me away from chewing. Why hurt jobs in
America. The thing that is most needed. Taxes on all these things your doing is only hurting the
companies and us that want better heath. I ask please to let e-cigs go as they are. I feel blessed to of
gotten the great invention and it helps my heath and others will also.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rruiz@punaho.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:09:28 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rita Ruiz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rruiz@punaho.edu
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rtaggart17@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:08:07 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rob Taggart
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rtaggart17@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I was a tobacco user for over 25 years, having tried several methods to quit smoking and failed.  Over
this time I felt the negative effects on my health and well being.  Thanks to e-cigarettes i have been
able to quit tobacco all together.  There is not a trace of tobacco in the fluid that I purchase and use
from Volcano, nor do I use nicotine any more.  I think it is greedy and ridiculous that the State of
Hawaii is trying to find yet another way to Tax people because they have quit smoking.  All of the States
in our great country ban smoking, are against smoking, but yet when a great alternative comes out to
help smokers quit, then the state is not concerned about how this is helping it's citizens get healthier,
their only concern is revenue from Taxes.  Our problems in this country is excessive taxation, and the
last thing we need is another tax.  Do NOT pass this bill.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: esposito.robert@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:17:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert A Esposito
Organization: Individual
E-mail: esposito.robert@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
My wife had smoked tobacco cigarettes for 45 years and tried to stop dozens of times, never for more
than two weeks.  Since taking up electronic cigarettes, she has been tobacco-free for three months. 
With electronic cigarettes, she is convinced she will never resume tobacco products.  I purchase all of
her electronic cigarette merchandise from a vendor in Hawaii and urge the Hawaiian Senate to stop bill
SB2819 from being signed into law.

Thank you for considering my input.

Robert A Esposito
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: robatpcc@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:05:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Calabrese
Organization: Individual
E-mail: robatpcc@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
enough with the taxing and regulations already less goverment is better. People are trying to stop
smoking and you will be making it more diffucult and expensive
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Rdowdrick@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 1:21:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Dowdrick
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Rdowdrick@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: georgeroofing@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:53:16 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ROBERT G JOHNSON
Organization: Individual
E-mail: georgeroofing@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have been smoking 2 packs a day for over 35 years, To the delight and shock of family and friends i
was able to put them down Oct. 2010 and am still smoke free. A lot of my family and friends as well as
myself, never thought in a million years i could quit. well after seeing these i new that's what i needed,
mainly something to hold in my hand and i can actually feel the vapor. I now can vape in the house or
car and not bother any one. My hope is to put these down shortly which i believe i can do. For you to
put these rules and regulations on the e-cig is just wrong, i question whether politicians are really
interested in people quitting or just another money grab, i highly suspect the latter. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rbivgq1734@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:11:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Ivan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rbivgq1734@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
i strongly agree that minors should not be able to purchase suh products. As it is the way with children
it would most likely end up to smoking actual cigarettes. It is ridiculous to tax the sale of electronic
vaporizers and there accesories. Nicotine is in the same family as cafeine, soda does not have such a
hefty tax. Since when were lquids intended to be vaporized taxed. This is not the way to go, people
who use these vaporizers are using it as an alternative to smoking. This is helping alot of people to
avoid the medical issues assosciated with smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: 94robss@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:31:49 AM
Attachments: Testimony.rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Larson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: 94robss@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:94robss@gmail.com

please do not pass this bill. it is such a cleaner way for people to get the realization of smoking when it is actually vaporing. it is not smoke. i think its a good substitute for quitting smokers. also different flavored e-liquids are delicious.  



all i ask in all due respect is Please oppose this bill.



Thanks



Robert Larson





please do not pass this bill. it is such a cleaner way for 
people to get the realization of smoking when it is actually 
vaporing. it is not smoke. i think its a good substitute 
for quitting smokers. also different flavored e-liquids are 
delicious.   
 
all i ask in all due respect is Please oppose this bill. 
 
Thanks 
 
Robert Larson 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: obyming@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:09:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Mata
Organization: Individual
E-mail: obyming@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jumpingfrog187@windstream.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:19:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Myers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jumpingfrog187@windstream.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I SMOKED CIGARETTES FOR ALMOST 14 YEARS TRYING ALMOST EVERY TRICK IN THE BOOK TO QUIT
SMOKING, AFTER LEARNING ABOUT THE ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES , I WAS VERY SKEPTICAL.  THE
ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES STOPPED ME FROM SMOKING AND I WAS ABLE TO WEEN MY SELF FROM
EVEN NEEDING THE ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES BY GETTING FLUIDS WITH LESS NICOTINE IN THEM.  
APRIL WILL MAKE 2 YEARS SINCE I HAVE TOUCHED A CIGARETTES.  PLEASE DO NOT PASS THIS BILL
FOR IT MAY AFFECT OTHER PEOPLE WHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO QUIT SMOKING.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS
ROBERT MYERS
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: skrpionz@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:58:44 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Novak
Organization: Individual
E-mail: skrpionz@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I am  father with 3 teenage daughters ...I have been using ecigs for awhile and got off of smoking
because my kids had kept asking me too. I have not touched a regular cigarette since using ecigs I like
using flavored ones, my kids like the smell better, they say it smells like candy, and they dont goto
school smelling either and everyone breathes easier...ALOT easier. these are no different than nicotine
patches because when someone quits smoking it's in two phases: addiction and physical habit(hand to
mouth) By looking at all this all you guys want is money .. something that saves peoples lives and is
trying to make it better for others around them to not have second hand smoke with the thousands of
chemicals like analog cigarettes do.. I had thought of planning a trip to hawaii with my kids hopefully
one day but if lawmakers make stupid laws like this I don't think I will. these type of proposals are just
stupid look at the positives rather than the dollar sign

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rrsounder@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 3:57:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: robert rosner
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rrsounder@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This technology has been and will continue to SAVE LIVES. Place restrictions on sale to minors yes, but
TO TAX this technology??? How dare any government do this! I am vehemently opposed to this
draconian legislation!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: robertsoto1981@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 1:56:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Soto
Organization: Individual
E-mail: robertsoto1981@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
It shouldn't be taxed because it's a liquid and does not contain actual tobacco leaves.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: stauffer@localnet.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:21:02 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Stauffer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: stauffer@localnet.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
At 54 years old I finally found a alternative to tobacco based products, a non tobacco product offered by
the E-Cig industry, a more cost effective and safer way to relax, now, of course the goverment wants to
get its greedy little hands on this due to its growing popularity, and lable it as a tobacco prodct, well
there is no tobacco, it is a non tobacco product that is affordable, if you jokers pass this measure and
cause a increase in cost I will go back to tobacco products, and have you to blame
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rtwombly@earthlink.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:58:56 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Twombly
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rtwombly@earthlink.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am not from Hawaii but as things usually go with governemnt, other states would follow suite if this
bill were to become law. I have used nicotine alternative units, aka electronic cigarettes, for over a year
and I can say that I have not had a regular buring cigarette in that time.  I am not advocating the ecig
as a &quot;quit smoking plan&quot; but i do believe it is an execelent alternative to taking something
made of dried leaves and paper, sticking it in your face and setting fire to it.
I am absolutly for the limiting of sale of the units and liquid to 18+ individuals.  I am also for the
mandating of quality standards of the liquids. But I am 100% against legislation that would tax or
regulate these units as tobacco products.  In my opinion, these products are as much a tobacco product
as the nicotine patch is.  Or Nicotine gum, losenges etc.
Like I said in the beginning, I am not from Hawaii but I don't want this bill to pass and become a
template for other states, including my own, to adopt.
Thank you for allowing my opinion.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bblack@instagraph.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:40:47 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robert Wayne Black
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bblack@instagraph.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is ridiculous that this bill would tax electronic cigarette's as though they are a tobacco product. 
This product will save millions of lives from cancer.  This product should not be sold to minors without
the parents consent.  If I had a child  who had an addiction to tobacco I would certainly encourage this
product as a solution.

Robert W. Black
Ca. 92832

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: precioushayn@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:20:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: roberta akana
Organization: Individual
E-mail: precioushayn@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
I feel that it is ridiculous raising taxes on electric cigarettes when it is helping people to quit smoking the
toxic cigarettes,further more you guys should be looking else where to add taxes like the rich.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:precioushayn@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: robinligsay@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:00:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Robin Ligsay
Organization: Individual
E-mail: robinligsay@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
My boyfriend had been smoking cigarettes for 12 years and was up to 2 packs a day. He has been
using Volcano ecigs for 1 month now and has not touched a real cigarette since.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hawaiianguitar@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:03:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Roddy Lopez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hawaiianguitar@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
this is not a tobacco product

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cinrog@att.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:57:06 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Roger Mobley
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cinrog@att.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am not opposed to the non sale to minors, but the tax increase is uncalled for.  Because tobacco
companies are losing money you want to increase taxes here.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rswhitson@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:17:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Roger Whitson
Organization: ABBA RUthven Christian Ministry
E-mail: rswhitson@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This bill is yet another TAX grab from consumers.
These products are in no way, shape or form TOBACCO products!
They are, in fact, an healthier alternative to tobacco. Some 5000+ chemicals in tobacco...four in e-
smokes.
Those with addictions claim better health, easier breathing and a general sence of well being with their
use. This is WRONG, and should be defeated.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: keoni96706@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 3:33:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ROLAND
Organization: Individual
E-mail: keoni96706@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
 better than smoking cigs that make u stink
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rrmapanao@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 2:04:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: rommel mapanao
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rrmapanao@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rshipe1@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:36:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ron Shipe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rshipe1@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Ths is ridiculous.  We finally have a non tobacco product, made in America, that works to aid stopping
smoking and you want to tax it out of existence.  I smoked for 50 years until trying this product.  Now I
haven't smoked in close to a year.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:rshipe1@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ralgroupron@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:31:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ronald deleon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ralgroupron@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rpeeples2@triad.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:03:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ronald E Peeples Jr
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rpeeples2@triad.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Categorically oppose taxing of electronic vapor as it does not share any of the same scientific or
molecular properties of tobacco.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ovlov1@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:08:59 AM
Attachments: Hawii Tax.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ronald Winneberger
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ovlov1@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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										1/31/12





I'm writing in protest of BillSB2819,





I totally agree with not allowing  the sale of electronic cigarettes and supply's to MINORS! However taxing there sale to adults is a step in the wrong direction. It can't be justified for health reasons as they have the opposite effect, allowing user's to get off tobacco products, improving there health! I know this first hand as I use to smoke 2 packs a day!  I started using electronic cigarettes from Volcano, a seller based in Hawaii about 3 months ago and now smoke maybe a pack a week.  My doctor recommended I try the electronic cigarettes for my health, I'm 77 years old and have a breathing problem.  Since using the electronic cigarettes my breathing has improved based on tests my doctor uses every 60 days.  Plus I'm saving a goodly amount of money, which I need for food and gas, do to the higher cost of both.  Being retired and on a fixed income every dollar I can save by not buying tobacco products and the better health condition, is important, to my quality of life.  If you put a tax of the magnitude proposed I will be forced to seek other suppliers out side of Hawaii, like China, which is just the thing our president is trying to combat! You will drive Volcano Electronic Cigarettes off the Island as they will be at an impossible cost disadvantage to there competitors, both locally and on the internet! This is an ill advised move and hints of tobacco industry retaliation against there competition.  Please reconsider this bill SB2819, as it's presently written and delete the absurd tax.  Keep the restriction on sales to minors.





Ronald Winneberger


5204 Trackway Dr


Knightdale, NC 27545   
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I'm writing in protest of BillSB2819, 
 
I totally agree with not allowing  the sale of electronic cigarettes and supply's to MINORS! However 
taxing there sale to adults is a step in the wrong direction. It can't be justified for health reasons as they 
have the opposite effect, allowing user's to get off tobacco products, improving there health! I know this 
first hand as I use to smoke 2 packs a day!  I started using electronic cigarettes from Volcano, a seller 
based in Hawaii about 3 months ago and now smoke maybe a pack a week.  My doctor recommended I 
try the electronic cigarettes for my health, I'm 77 years old and have a breathing problem.  Since using 
the electronic cigarettes my breathing has improved based on tests my doctor uses every 60 days.  Plus 
I'm saving a goodly amount of money, which I need for food and gas, do to the higher cost of both.  
Being retired and on a fixed income every dollar I can save by not buying tobacco products and the 
better health condition, is important, to my quality of life.  If you put a tax of the magnitude proposed I 
will be forced to seek other suppliers out side of Hawaii, like China, which is just the thing our 
president is trying to combat! You will drive Volcano Electronic Cigarettes off the Island as they will be 
at an impossible cost disadvantage to there competitors, both locally and on the internet! This is an ill 
advised move and hints of tobacco industry retaliation against there competition.  Please reconsider this 
bill SB2819, as it's presently written and delete the absurd tax.  Keep the restriction on sales to minors. 
 
Ronald Winneberger 
5204 Trackway Dr 
Knightdale, NC 27545    



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: marleyburn1@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:44:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ronald yi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: marleyburn1@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:marleyburn1@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ronson.esteban67@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:11:09 PM
Attachments: Opposition to tax electronic cigs.rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ronson Esteban
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ronson.esteban67@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

This will affect many young adults like me, twenty two years old, who have been smoking for ten years
or almost as long, like me. Why not support a healthy alternative? why tax items like batteries, tips,
chargers and accessories? I vape, NOT smoke, Volcano electronic &quot;cigarettes.&quot; their juices
are FDA approved and a lot people choose not to smoke the juices with nicotine in them. SUPPORT
HAWAIIS PEOPLE AND GIVE THEM THE HEALTH AND LIFE THEY DESERVE. please do not tax these
products. please do research on all brands especially volcano products! these are not tobacco products
and if hawaii gains money from taxing tobacco products you'll get the money you need from the real
smokers who probably 3/4 do not plan on quitting and are hooked for life. Hawaii is a big part of my life
and so is my choice to vape, not smoke, these products.. Hawaii will lose my respect and hope in
becoming a better and healthier state.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ronson.esteban67@gmail.com

Please do some research before passing this law to tax electronic "cigarettes." It is NOT a tobacco product and most users and many products do not even use the juices that contain nicotine for these devices. It would greatly affect the number of "vapers" or people who smoke these e-cigs by more than likely making their decision to continue using these. Something major to think about is that this does not help these people trying to quit and develop better health and maintain a healthier lifestyle. I strongly think that passing this tax on these ecigs would be unfair and unjust. WHY tax the items that are just accessories such as batteries, heating elements, chargers, tips, and empty comtainers? It does not make sense! If anyone cares about the people of Hawaiis health they would NOT pass this. Smoking this healthier and safer alternative would cost twice as much (or more) to smoke regular cigarettes! Sure tax the products that actually have tobacco in them and all the other unholy chemicals in them, but not electronic cigarettes. I do not know if other companies have juices that contain tobacco but if they do tax THOSE juices by all means but not the safe and tobacco free ones! I would not like to think that Hawaii wouldnt support its people and a healthy lifestyle that everyone deserves. I smoke Volcano brand ecigs and their juices are FDA approved and safe. Ive been a smoker for 10 years and i am only 22 years old. It would greatly have an effect on me as well as the many other kids like me who are quitting smoking and turning to this for help. IT DOES work! support this! If this tax will generate money for Hawaii you will definitely get the money  you need from the regular smokers who probably at least 3/4 of them do not plan on quitting and are hooked for life. If you think that this is a good idea then obviously no research has been done and peoples voices who are against this tax were and are ignored! I've always loved Hawaii, its my home and a big part of my life, but so is my decision to smoke ecigs and stay off cigarettes. Put this tax in effect and Hawaii lose much of my respect and love for this place as I will then know that the state does not care about its people. The point is "smoking" these electronic "cigarettes" is safe, its NOT a TOBACCO product and if the government wants to pass this at least get your head together and tax the products that actually tobacco products and know that we are not smokers! we are vapers! its vapor. why would you want to tax that? why would you NOT support a healthy alternative? 





Please do some research before passing this law to tax electronic "cigarettes." It is NOT a tobacco 
product and most users and many products do not even use the juices that contain nicotine for these 
devices. It would greatly affect the number of "vapers" or people who smoke these e-cigs by more than 
likely making their decision to continue using these. Something major to think about is that this does not 
help these people trying to quit and develop better health and maintain a healthier lifestyle. I strongly 
think that passing this tax on these ecigs would be unfair and unjust. WHY tax the items that are just 
accessories such as batteries, heating elements, chargers, tips, and empty comtainers? It does not make 
sense! If anyone cares about the people of Hawaiis health they would NOT pass this. Smoking this 
healthier and safer alternative would cost twice as much (or more) to smoke regular cigarettes! Sure tax 
the products that actually have tobacco in them and all the other unholy chemicals in them, but not 
electronic cigarettes. I do not know if other companies have juices that contain tobacco but if they do 
tax THOSE juices by all means but not the safe and tobacco free ones! I would not like to think that 
Hawaii wouldnt support its people and a healthy lifestyle that everyone deserves. I smoke Volcano 
brand ecigs and their juices are FDA approved and safe. Ive been a smoker for 10 years and i am only 22 
years old. It would greatly have an effect on me as well as the many other kids like me who are quitting 
smoking and turning to this for help. IT DOES work! support this! If this tax will generate money for 
Hawaii you will definitely get the money  you need from the regular smokers who probably at least 3/4 
of them do not plan on quitting and are hooked for life. If you think that this is a good idea then 
obviously no research has been done and peoples voices who are against this tax were and are ignored! 
I've always loved Hawaii, its my home and a big part of my life, but so is my decision to smoke ecigs and 
stay off cigarettes. Put this tax in effect and Hawaii lose much of my respect and love for this place as I 
will then know that the state does not care about its people. The point is "smoking" these electronic 
"cigarettes" is safe, its NOT a TOBACCO product and if the government wants to pass this at least get 
your head together and tax the products that actually tobacco products and know that we are not 
smokers! we are vapers! its vapor. why would you want to tax that? why would you NOT support a 
healthy alternative?  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gilson@ieee.org
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:00:28 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ross Gislon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gilson@ieee.org
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Oppose further taxation of e-cigarettes; support prohibition of sale to minors.

These products provide an opportunity for lifestyle change, with associated reduction in harm to
smokers and the public generally, particularly with regard to health consequences and associated
burden on medical resources and costs.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rweiden@cox.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:38:37 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ross Weidenhammer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rweiden@cox.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
To the Honorable Legislators of Hawaii. While I support the proposal to ban sales of electronic cigarettes
to minors, I strongly oppose the taxation of such devices to raise State or Federal revenue. I began
using these products to benefit from the lack of 4000 plus chemicals and carcinogens that are carried in
traditional cigarettes. My overall health has improved since I gave up the traditional cigarettes a year
ago. My Doctor has even encouraged me to continue using these products as long as I find it necessary.
I have reduced my nicotine level to only 1/4 of what I had been ingesting and I forsee giving it up all
together. Taxation of these products would prevent many others such as myself from taking an
important step to minimize the effects of, if not completely overcome, an addiction to cigarettes. These
items are similar to nicotine patches and chewing gums available over the counter at many stores and
pharmacies. Taxation of these items is not the right thing to do. It would also sour my views on the
Aloha State and would drive me to, in effect, boycott the State and anything the State supports or
produces.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kylieri77@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:04:36 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Roxanne Gapasin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kylieri77@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ranise@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:35:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Roy Anise
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ranise@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
E-cigarettes are saving lives! How can you  tax them to discourage people from using them and
therefore supporting traditional cigarettes that are extremely toxic and killing 400,000 Americans a year!

Stop supporting Big Tobacco with your tax policy!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chadbravo22@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:32:33 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Rudy Bravo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chadbravo22@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Aradi00@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 9:11:43 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Russell Leary
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Aradi00@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
I have switch off from cigarettes to electronic cigarettes from June 21, 2010, I was a 2 to 3 day pack
ex-smoker for roughly 26 years. My first electronic cigarette was a Volcano electronic cigarette whiched
helped me switch from unhealthy after effects of smoking cigarettes, I have never gone back to
smoking cigarettes since then. I am now still continuing to enjoy my personal habits without harming
others by smoke from cigarettes, in private or publically.

My wife also bought a Volcano Electronic cigarette and an out-of-state electronic cigarette, she started
on June 26, 2010, she was a casual smoker of 1 pack a day. Electronic cigarettes as her substitution for
smoking gratification, has ended February 2011, and it helped her to stop smoking and stop using
electronic cigarettes.

After reading both bills: SB2819, HB2557 I strongly oppose it, as it is incorrect and inaccurate
information within the suggested bill.

The Federal law is still in formation, and hasn't formed its true classification on how Electronic cigarettes
will be handle for taxes yet, and these proposed Hawaii bills comes to place with one of the most
outrageous taxes for batteries and components which is obviously worded wrong for taxation. You can't
classify batteries for tabacco products and at a 70% tax charge on wholesale.

I do believe that the admendments for the sale to minors; &quot;must be 18 years or older&quot; be
treated as such, for electronic cigarettes, as most vendors, or retail outlets have been practicing it in
their place of business or and online already.

There are some key points that I do agree with taxation, but not at the levels of 70%. Flavored nicotine
needs to be regulated but until the Federal laws are placed, I don't see how Hawaii State laws can
come into effect for taxation.

If these bills get passed at the current propasals , expect me to continue buying all my electronic
cigarette goods from out-of-state online, and one less registered vote for everyone that proposed these
bills.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: info@ecigsunlimited.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 9:58:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ry
Organization: Electronic Cigarettes Ultd, LLC
E-mail: info@ecigsunlimited.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Dear States Men &amp; Women,

We protest the move to classify Personal Vaporizing devices (aka Electronic Cigarette) as tobacco
product or medical device. These are new industry, new future and are neither of these terms.

PVs or e-Cigarettes should be classed as &quot;Recreational Smoke-Free Nicotine and/or Nicotine-Free
Delivery Product&quot;.

To act quick and class e-cigarette as something that it is not will jeopardize this new industry, the
ventures associated, and any jobs linked with PVs.

We do believe in regulations, with age etc. but to adopt old laws with a new industry will not be
beneficial for the future of e-Cigarettes, and may destroy it.

We hope this e-mail is well received.

Thank you for your time! :-)

Electronic Cigarettes Ultd.™, LLC
http://www.ECigsUnlimited.com
E-Mail: info@ecigsunlimited.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ECigsUnlimited
Twitter:  http://twitter.com/ECigs_Unlimited
Linkedin: http://www.linkedin.com/company/electronic-cigarettes-ultd-
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ryanrmarshall@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 12:32:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: ryan marshall
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ryanrmarshall@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: xero.x7@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:56:04 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ryland Eisele
Organization: Individual
E-mail: xero.x7@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sorlando@galco.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:12:04 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: sal orlando
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sorlando@galco.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I smoked for 34 years. I have had two heart stints put in.I went to e cigs a year ago.
I join the gym while I smoked and could not even do five minute of cardio training.
After I quit tobacco and went to e cigs  I can now do 45 minutes of high intensity cardio. I do this four
times a week plus body training.
There is no way I could do this if I smoked tobacco.

The benifits of the cig is this:
I get nicotine without the bad tobacco
No more coughing in the morning.
Less sick during the year.
My breath, house and car smell better.
On a very serious adult matter and one of the most important is this:
Smoking tobacco restricts arteries and blood flow.
Because of the increase in blood flow now in my vanes and arteries, I have a lot better erections. It's
really incredible. If men are having ED issues, quit smoking and get on e cigs! I have turned back the
clock 20 years in that area of my life.
Quit going after something that can help people get away from Tobacco!!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: samjr_ph@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:36:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sam Villena
Organization: Individual
E-mail: samjr_ph@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sammyd9779@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 11:51:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: samantha dupont
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sammyd9779@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sameeann@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:07:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: samantha
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sameeann@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
If you pass this I refuse to visit hawaii. this is a ridiculous proposal! Ecigs have saved my life from
smoking cigarettes. The US should be spreading the word on these lifesaving inventions and NOT
making them even more expensive than cigarettes that KILL. I can understand a slight tax but 70
percent?! are you kidding?! they're already expensive technology. please don't do this to your people.
Ill be ashamed of this country even more than I already am.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: speedeezone@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:22:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Samuel Justin Tarbet
Organization: Individual
E-mail: speedeezone@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
I have been trying to stop smoking cigarettes for years now and nothing has worked up until the
introduction of electronic cigarettes.  I understand the word cigarette is still in the name electric
cigarette, but they are not the same.  Tobacco products are harmful to the smoker and e cigs are much
safer and healthier.  I used to wake up coughing every morning and was on a path to serious medical
problems.  Without an e cig to wane me off tobacco I would still be harming myself and spending a
fortune on future medical bills.  Waking up and not caughing or feeling slugish and out of breath from
tobacco is a thing of the past thanks to e-cigs. 

We do not allow the sale of other products to minors, but to not classify them as tobacco.  Spray paint
and mature video games are not allowed to be sold to minors, but we do not call them tobacco. 

These e cigarettes are a blessing for our healthcare system and individuals trying to get off of
cigarettes.  If e cigs become heavily taxed and cost prohibitive, we will just start smoking tobacco again
and become a future drain on the healthcare system.

Thank you for your consideration.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: samgkirwin@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 6:53:49 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Samuel Kirwin
Organization: Individual
E-mail: samgkirwin@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
Your taxation bill will have a NEGATIVE affect on the public - electronic cigarettes are helping people to
switch over from regular cigarettes, and avoid the tar, and 700 toxic chemicals which come with them.
Electronic cigarettes do NOT contain tobacco. Your bill will simply cause many to revert back to
smoking, once the price advantage in using electronic vs regular cigarettes is eliminated. I strongly
oppose this taxation. Thanks.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: hanzawas@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:09:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sandra Daniells
Organization: Individual
E-mail: hanzawas@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
It appears like a good product to help people quit smoking . Also it is healthier than real cigarettes to
wean off. People need solutions and this could be one step towards that. Thank You.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sandyjasmine@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:20:09 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sandra Gene
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sandyjasmine@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Personal vaporizors are not tobacco products and should not be taxed as such. They do contain nicotine
and vapor. They have helped me and many other people quit smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tyleris4@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:08:10 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sandra Robertson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tyleris4@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
By imposing this tax, you will be limiting people of the chance for a safer, healthier alternative to
smoking tobacco. I have used e-cigarette's and e-liquid for almost two years now, and after having
smoked cigarettes for 30+ years, have been able to stay tobacco free this entire time, thanks to e-
cigarettes. I now feel better than I have in years. I may not be very expressive in my comments, but I
plead with you to please do not pass this bill!! Thank you for your time.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sandyszymanski@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 12:48:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: sandy szymanski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sandyszymanski@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Sara@touchstoneproperties-hawaii.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 1:47:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sara Smith-Kaya
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Sara@touchstoneproperties-hawaii.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Electroinoc cigarettes have helped thousands stop smoking tobacco cigarettes. To tax this product would
the the same as saying smoke cigarettes and instead pay the cigarette tax.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: saveiro@hawthoenecat.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:01:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: scott aveiro
Organization: Individual
E-mail: saveiro@hawthoenecat.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: rubyrhod54@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:10:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Scott Bruckbauer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: rubyrhod54@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
On balance, this bill will do more harm than good.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: SHOLLIDAY@COMCAST.NET
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:37:31 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: SCOTT HOLLIDAY
Organization: Individual
E-mail: SHOLLIDAY@COMCAST.NET
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
stop this insane bill, you will lose many businesses in a growing market. And I personally will never
vacation in Hawaii again. Find your budget shortfalls elsewhere. Do not punish the people trying to
make their health better.. Raise the cigarette tax. Not the people attempting and succeeding in
quitting.. Shame on you !!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: klintworth.scott@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:12:35 AM
Attachments: VolcanoEcigs.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Scott Klintworth
Organization: Individual
E-mail: klintworth.scott@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Scott Klintworth

Hawaii State Legislature

Measure SB2819

31 January 2012

Volcano E-cigs

	My name is Scott Klintworth, I am a freshman at the University of Nevada, Reno. I have never been to any of Hawaii’s islands but the Hawaii based company Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a large part of my life. I have had asthma since I was very young. Any time I would exercise my chest would tighten, my airways would constrict and I could not physically breathe with the exception of short, gasping breaths. Even though I knew from an early age that tobacco smoke was bad for my asthma, I started smoking flavored cigarettes when I was 16. I switched to regular cigarettes before I was 18. Smoking was extremely detrimental to my health, but I did it because I was addicted to nicotine. I craved it so I smoked, and my asthma slowly got worse. A friend of mine who spent a few months in Hawaii recently introduced me to the volcano company. He showed me that their electronic cigarettes were a TOBACCO FREE way to get the nicotine I craved. Nicotine is one of the most common psychoactive drugs that Americans use, second only to caffeine. Nicotine is also only as harmful to you as a cup of coffee, the only problem with nicotine is its addictiveness. After doing some research I ordered an electronic cigarette from the company and I instantly cut back on tobacco consumption. The electronic cigarette was not very expensive so I was able to squeeze it into my budget. Today I do not smoke cigarettes any more. My asthma has gotten much better and I feel healthier.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	To classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product would completely incorrect. Electronic cigarettes are not used for tobacco like rolling papers. They also do not have any tobacco in them or the juice they use. Electronic cigarettes are a tobacco alternative, they are healthier and should be supported. Tobacco is taxed to discourage its use, therefore Hawaii state legislature should leave electronic cigarettes untaxed so more tobacco users will switch to the healthier alternative that is also cheaper. Volcano E-cigs is an exceptional company, I only use their products because they are more reliable than any other. If the state of Hawaii taxes the company, myself and hundreds of other recovering tobacco addicts across America will be forced to by from an inferior brand. The rise in Volcano E-cigs’ price will cause a rapid fall in demand. Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes will be forced to move to the mainland or go out of business. I agree that minors should not be able to purchase nicotine. However, the other points in this measure are far to damaging to the local and national consumers as well as Volcano. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: slans041572@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:01:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Scott Lansberry
Organization: Individual
E-mail: slans041572@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
E-cigs are NOT tobacco products, what are you thinking. Someone in the government is sitting around,
bored, looking for someone to pick on in order to get more money for the state. Here is an idea...stop
voting for raises in your own paychecks and take a pay cut. Maybe you can skip out on the taxpayer
paid vacations and actually act like one of us for a while. Sit in our seats and take a look around you to
see how we are struggling day in and day out.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: skjiro@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 5:35:12 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: scott lee
Organization: Individual
E-mail: skjiro@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tervanustrmhanzz@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:17:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: scott
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tervanustrmhanzz@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This electronic cigarette/personal vapor has help me quit smoking regular tobacco cigarettes after 20
yrs.I,m so happy to have found volcano e cigs and hopefully i can lower my risk of heart attack and give
me a better longer life.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bugah1967@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:02:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: sean higdon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bugah1967@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: seanp808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:56:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: SEAN KARL PEROS
Organization: Individual
E-mail: seanp808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Trying to tax on e-cig. U guyz are a fuckin joke. Trying to profit one way or another. Thats the reason
why alot of people change to electrONIc, because there safer and CHEAPER. U guyz suck.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Seanoso@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:35:34 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sean
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Seanoso@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
My family loves to visit Oahu. During a visit in October 2010, my wife
and I purchased an ecig Frm Volcano kapahulu. We have
Quit smoking traditional cigs from the help of ecigs.
The economical benefit of using the ecig alternative,
Is a motivating factor to continue healthy practice such as ecigs.
This would be disheartening to see the state of Hawaii putting first
the MONEY, rather than Heath
 and well being!

Pls do not unfairly tax the ecig in the state of Hawaii,
This could very well set a negative signal out to the rest of the world on something
new, healthier, better. This, healthier alternative, at least
deserves more discussion before such a hasty tax is applied.
Respectfully,
A dear friend to the islands,
Sean

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: seb@thirlway.demon.co.uk
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 4:03:15 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Seb Thirlway
Organization: Individual
E-mail: seb@thirlway.demon.co.uk
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
Ladies and gentlemen of the Hawaii State Legislature:

I am not a citizen of the state of Hawaii or even of the USA.  I am writing in opposition to SB2819
because I believe the State of Hawaii would be making a damaging mistake, and setting a bad
precedent for legislators worldwide, by passing this measure:

a) In terms of justice
b) In terms of the equity and clarity of purpose of State legislation, and thus the dignity and authority
of the State government
c) In terms of the public health of State citizens
d) In blurring the clear distinction between the separate aims of protecting minors, assisting in the
safety of adult citizens, and raising necessary funds to provide government services.

I personally agree with one purpose of SB2819: that supplies and equipment for the delivery of nicotine
(such as e-cigarettes) should be restricted to purchase by those over 18.

However, there is no possibly excuse for abusing the strong arguments that exist for this first purpose
to supposedly justify another, second purpose, slipped in under cover of the first: the second purpose
of classifying e-cigarette equipment as &quot;tobacco products&quot; for the purposes of taxation.

Whatever arguments exist for taxing cigarettes at a high level, the State must make a case that those
arguments also apply to e-cigarettes.  That both classes of products share the common feature of being
undesirable for general unrestricted sale to minors is not a sufficient argument.

I am convinced that the public-health benefits of e-cigarettes - and specifically the benefits of ensuring
that they remain available and attractive to smokers at a reasonable price - are so strong that the case
for punitive taxation on these products would have to stand up to serious scrutiny.

I myself have given up smoking cigarettes and am starting to enjoy the health benefits.  This is largely
thanks to the availability of e-cigarette products at a reasonable price, which has encouraged an
informed, helpful, enthusiastic community of e-cigarette users and suppliers, many of whom are US
citizens and businesses.  A punitive taxation rate would have made, and could still make this kind of
health benefit impossible.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dextah96708@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 1:06:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Serina Aki
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dextah96708@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Thacrudd@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:17:22 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Seth Myers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Thacrudd@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am writing to you because I oppose a portion of SB2819. I am all for banning the sale of electronic
cigarette products to minors. I believe that if they cannot buy tobacco cigarettes then they should not
be allowed to buy electronic cigarettes and accompanying products.
The issue I have with this bill is the label of &quot;tobacco product&quot; for taxation. It is not a
tobacco product at all. Placing a tax on electronic cigarettes will hinder the industry in a negative way,
even if it starts with just your state.
I do not live in Hawaii, I live in Tennessee. I used electronic cigarettes for a year to quit smoking, which
in turn I quit them as well. I would truly hate to see a positive industry hampered when so many ex-
smokers have benefited from them, including myself, not to mention any Hawaii based businesses in
this industry being forced to close due to the price increase and not be able to compete. I truly hope
that you all would consider removing the taxation segment of the bill. Thank you for your time.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: shadow_rhelm79@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:54:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shadow Rhelm
Organization: Individual
E-mail: shadow_rhelm79@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Aloha Representatives,

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557. I have been using electronic
cigarettes since August 17, 2010. My health and the health of my children have vastly improved. I suffer
from a horrible disease called Rheumatoid Arthritis; I have had it since I was 14 years old. Since I have
stopped smoking I have shown remarkable improvement. I am not stuck in bed suffering all the time.
My daughter, who suffers from a smoke allergy, is no longer becoming very sick from it just being on
my clothing (and I never smoked in doors). My mother who has advanced stages of COPD and was not
expected to live long has exceeded her doctor’s estimates by switching to electronic cigarettes and is
now healthier than she was before. She can actually walk to and from the bathroom without losing her
breath. You see this option has not only allowed us to stop smoking, but is also allowed us to live
healthy and has vastly improved our lives. I tried for so many years to stop smoking and nothing
worked, this worked. Please do not risk our health for this bill. I beg you.

The products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes. Volcano
Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic Cigarette and Accessories
retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu.
they have been in business for nearly three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees
locally and are one of the fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker
Say as a package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and
jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to contact you to
voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated.

The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”, a “PV”, a
“nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that can optionally contain
varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all). It is used currently by thousands of
people locally and tens of millions of people nationally everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in
situations where cigarettes are not permitted. This product is intended for smokers and others addicted
to nicotine who are looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their
nicotine usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health and safety
of those around them.

Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of the product to
minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette related products to a 70%
tobacco tax regardless of whether or not the product actually contains tobacco. While I agree that
products should be restricted from being sold to minors. The bill in its current form has many
unintended negative consequences that will effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by
local vendors and force thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the
internet or return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death
sentence.
The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes, how they are
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made, what it does, and how it is sold. An electronic cigarette is an electronic device made up of many
different common electronic components such as batteries, buttons, metal tips, charging components,
plastic bottles,...etc. All of these item are sold separately or as a kit and many of the components can
actually be used in conjunction with many other standard electronic devices such as cellphones. In fact
nicotine, which may or may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the
products sold. I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be
perceived as retailing a &quot;tobacco product&quot;. However the current bill proposes to classify all
of the products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the standing 70%
tobacco tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind.

The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much higher than that
of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and accessory of an electronic cigarette
would effectively make it much more expensive than a traditional tobacco cigarette and would
effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and international suppliers (who are not subject to this
tax) via the internet or return to smoking altogether. Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it
impossible for Volcano to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the
business altogether. This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already collecting,
and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing them to purchase their
products out-of-state or return to smoking.
I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only!

Sincerely
Shadow Rhelm



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Shanlee78@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 2:51:50 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shalee Calarruda
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Shanlee78@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: shana.molale@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 3:57:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: shana molale
Organization: Individual
E-mail: shana.molale@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lindoshane@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:39:25 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shane LIndo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lindoshane@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kapono1523stloui5@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:18:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: shane
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kapono1523stloui5@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I smoked cigarettes for about 25 years and have successfully quit cigarettes using ecigs.  If this bill
were to go through than more than likely I would go back to smoking regular cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Shann_gonzales@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:10:36 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shann Cohrs
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Shann_gonzales@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
It's always about the money, in this case, revenue from taxes.Volcano, would just choose another
location for their products. It's a terrific product and ever since I picked up an ECIG, I have not smoked
a regular cigarette since. Find somewhere else to tax or perhaps try to provide on less for a change.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: anruitachibana@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:42:00 PM
Attachments: testimony.txt

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shannon Anderson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: anruitachibana@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I will NOT be inclined to ever visit Hawaii if this bill is passed, and I will not hesitate to recommend that
others NOT visit Hawaii as well. E-cigarettes are life-saving, non-tobacco devices that should not be
regulated and taxed as tobacco products. Taking precautions to make sure they are not marketed to
minors is perfectly acceptable and reasonable, but forcing a higher taxation price point is not. This
course of action would not only harm the people of Hawaii, but also Hawaii economy, seeing as many
local e-cigarette businesses would be forced to close down or relocate to out-of-state. Buyers would
also be forced to purchase cheaper goods from out of state, or even internationally where the quality of
product is suspicious and under-regulated.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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We should point out the tax provisions would not only destroy existing e-cigarette companies in HI, but would prevent businesses from developing there in the future, and would prompt most/all e-cigarette consumers in HI (now and in the future) to purchase e-cigarette products online or by mail order from out-of-state, and that it won't be feasable for the HI Rev Dept to collect taxes on these purchases.

Bottom line, it could cost the HI Revenue Dept more to try collecting the tax than the revenue it would bring in. This is our STRONGEST point.

We should also pay attention to the bill's current definition of e-cigarettes to mock the bill, delay/defeat its passage, and/or at least to amend it.

"E-cigarette means any mechanical heating element, battery, or electronic circuit, which can be used to deliver a vapor of nicotine or any other substances, and the use of inhalation of which simulates smoking. The term shall include any such device, whether manufactured, distributed, marketed, or sold as an e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-pipe, any cartridge or component of the device or related product, or under any other product name or descriptor."

I suggest we criticize inclusion of the term "mechanical heating element, battery, or electronic circuit" because many of these products are used in many products other than e-cigarettes. Can the HI Rev. Dept even know if a mechanical heating element, battery or electronic circuit is intented to be used in an e-cigarette or another product? This clause may give the HI Rev. Dept the legal authority to tax any mechanical heating element, battery, or electronic circuit it desires (to obtain additional revenue).

I suggest we criticize the term "whether manufactured, distributed, marketed, or sold" as multiple taxation, which could impose a 70% tax when sold by manufacturers, another 70% tax when sold by distributors, another 70% tax when marketed by anyone else, and another 70% tax when sold by a retailer to the consumer.

I suggest criticizing inclusion of the term "or component of the device" as taxing the product's components twice (if the components are bought, assembled and subsequently sold in as e-cigarettes HI).

I suggest criticizing the term "or related product" as being so vague that it could allow the HI Revenue Dept to impose a 70% tax on dozens/hundreds of different products that their staff might consider related to e-cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: shannalanie@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 11:29:38 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: shannon norman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: shannalanie@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: passionlove4382@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:24:42 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sharlene
Organization: Individual
E-mail: passionlove4382@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: slmatayoshi@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:56:53 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sharon Matayoshi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: slmatayoshi@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: westomlinson@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:11:40 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sharon Tomlinson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: westomlinson@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sa_meeks@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:28:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shaun Meeks
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sa_meeks@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I switched from regular cigarettes to electronic cigarettes approximately 2 years ago. 

Back then, I was asthmatic, overweight, starting to get high cholesterol (at 40), and had an blood
oxygen saturation of about 92% on a good day.  So I tried esmokes so I could *maybe* quit putting
smoke into my body.  It took getting used to, but within a few months, I couldn't stand real cigarettes
anymore.

Within a year of esmoking, I could actually sing again (the juice is the same glycerin base as throat
moistening sprays), and my oxygen was up to 95%!  Now, 2 years later, I have actually been able to
exercise and I don't have to take asthma treatments anymore.  Because of my new lifestyle (that I don't
think I could have found had I NOT found ecigarettes first), I am no longer being put on Crestor by my
doctor.  I weigh 44 lbs less.  I can actually use an eliptical every day for 30 minutes without an inhaler. 
My last blood oxygen was 98% -- not shabby for an ex SMOKER of 25 years! 

I don't think I would have made it here without the first step I took buying electronic cigarettes.  If you
tax esmoking paraphenalia (Taxing tobbacco-based juices is fair game, I believe), you could be putting
some of your very own citizens back on real cigarettes. 

And, because of the vast price difference between esmoking and real cigarettes, it will be your lower
income people who will pick up cigarettes again.  You might want to consider what the long-term costs
would be to your Medicaid program if you start having mothers pick up real cigarettes again because
they can't afford the significantly less (see the Boston School of Public Health) toxic cigarette
alternatives.  Especially consider this if you think you are losing tax revenue from loss in sales of real
tobbacco.  That revenue will be made up in the long-run in public health costs.  I think I'm pretty
average, and I tell you, my prescription bill alone has dropped by almost $1200/year because ecigaettes
sparked my move to a healhtier lifestyle.  If I were a Medicaid recipient in Hawaii, I'd have saved you at
least that much -- not to mention secondary savings like unborn children not being exposed to the
hundreds of chemicals in cigarette smoke.  Think of those mother's Medicaid-covered children not being
exposed to passive cigarette smoke (passive esmoke vapor is water and glycerine -- it's safer than
spraying deoderant on yourself next to children).

So I urge you, take an empirical, rational approach to taxing electronic cigarettes.  There are juices
made directly from tobbacco -- and I can see them easily fair game.  But taxing batteries, atomizers,
chargers, or other esmoke-related, non-tobbacco derivative devices is unreasonable.  With all due
respect, it actually looks like state government is very greedy, very ignorant, and very corrupt by going
after the non-tobbacco derivatives under a tobbacco tax.  I hope doing what is right and beneficial for
your constituents in the long run will guide your votes on this legislation.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: spbreg@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:49:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shawn Alcorn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: spbreg@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Just because a product emulates some other product does not mean that it should be classified the
same as the other product.  Electronic cigarettes, or more properly personal vaporizers, are not tobacco
products.  The liquid that they vaporize does not have to contain nicotine, in which case there is no link
to tobacco whatsoever.  Every time you expand these unfair excise taxes, you cost people jobs as well
as unduly taxing people of lower incomes.  Excise taxes should be abolished, but I understand that you
see them as a way to raise funds by taxing a small segment of the population.  You will force
businesses out of your state as they seek to avoid the excessive taxation, costing your economy more in
lost jobs.  
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tazzz@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:53:27 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: shea hale
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tazzz@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: lilwish9650@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:26:47 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: sheila segura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: lilwish9650@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: coffeetalk2me@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:27:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sheree
Organization: Individual
E-mail: coffeetalk2me@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I support the sale of e-Cigs in any and all States! It has been an extremely big help to me.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sherry.pongrac@numarasoftware.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:34:28 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sherry Pongrac
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sherry.pongrac@numarasoftware.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
While I wholeheartedly approve the idea of not selling ecigs to minors, I STRONGLY oppose ad huge
tax.  I would certainly curtail any further visits to Hawaii, on principal.  A 70% tax on electronic
cigarettes and supplies would probably lead me to go straight back to &quot;real&quot; cigarettes as
there would no longer be a cost savings to the ecigs.  Please do NOT pass this measure, or at least
remove the part about the tax.  If there MUST be a tax, how about 7%?
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: shusuke.kurahashi@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 2:22:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Shusuke Kurahashi
Organization: Individual
E-mail: shusuke.kurahashi@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: EC8@HAWAII.EDU
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 8:28:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: SILOX
Organization: Individual
E-mail: EC8@HAWAII.EDU
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: skylormaxon@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:19:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Skylor
Organization: Individual
E-mail: skylormaxon@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Don't tax a non-organic material as a tobacco product. If you want to keep minors hands off of ecigs,
classify the smoke juice as a tobacco product and make it illegal for minors to purchase. To me this is
the only sensible option as the smoke juice is the only substance that is consumed and actually contains
nicotine most of the time but not always. You are literally trying to ban/tax a safe alternative to
smoking. These &quot;ecigs&quot; should be promoted not demoted. Kids still get there hands on
regular cigarettes despite the law. I have been smoking since I was 14 so to say that this bill will do
anything besides closing down the company that made me healthier, it wont. I switched to ecigs last
year and I feel BETTER.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sonjagiffhorn@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:33:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sonja Giffhorn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sonjagiffhorn@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I had open heart surgery, and thanks to Volcano e-cigarettes I was able to stop smoking tobacco
cigarettes.  I feel it has saved my life....this is a help for society.  Please do not tax as tobacco
products.  This e-cig is saving lives.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sonnyabrigo@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 2:10:55 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: sonny abrigo
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sonnyabrigo@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: imdj12850@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:41:34 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Sonny DeJesus
Organization: Individual
E-mail: imdj12850@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sdelacru2004@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:39:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stacey Dela Cruz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sdelacru2004@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Why put a tax on a product that is not tobacco? Funny how the state always has to put a tax on
something that wasn't their idea yet they authorize medical marijuana and cards are being handed out
like candy.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ktntt@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:54:01 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stacey Shimomura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ktntt@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Tobacco is tobacco.  And thats what is being taxed.  E-cigs have no tobacco.  Leave it alone and spend
more time resolving the wasted spending, instead of finding more ways to bring money in.  People are
trying to improve their health and you penalize them!  Stupid, what a waste of taxpayers money...
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sati25@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:01:53 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stacy Langmeyer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sati25@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I strongly oppose this bill.  I am a Kentucky resident who has purchased ecigs from Hawaii in my efforts
to quit smoking cigarettes.  Electronic cigarettes have been one of the only things that has allowed me
to quit smoking and taxing them may not allow other smokers to do so as well, making it too expensive
for them.  While I don't believe children should be using ecigs, taxing them as cigarettes is not the
answer.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: triumph0675@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:31:48 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: stacy robison
Organization: Individual
E-mail: triumph0675@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:triumph0675@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: stansr@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 3:18:27 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stanley Osinski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: stansr@verizon.net
Submitted on: 2/7/2012

Comments:
I don't believe you want to tax a product that has helped many people, including myself reduce our use
of cigarettes. I have gone from 2 packs a day to less than a half pack per day and now you want to tax
me for it!
I think your actions are just another way of taxing a group of people whom you ALL feel you can take
advantage of!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: stephb77@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 6:48:14 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stephanie Boulos
Organization: Individual
E-mail: stephb77@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
There are, no second hand and it leave no after smells , not harsh chemicals, also theres no tobacco in
it causing no tar build up
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: smegnicely@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:28:18 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stephanie E Tiller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: smegnicely@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This measure is detrimental to the health of smokers looking for a cheaper and healthier alternative as
well as harmful to your own economy. Including this as a &quot;tobacco&quot; product would be the
same as taxing toilet paper as one would a house. It is not even close to being the same thing.

My friends and I were planning to take a vacation to Hawaii, but this insanity has dissuaded me. I am
sure that my group of twenty friends isn't alone.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mzz.steph@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:16:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: stephanie
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mzz.steph@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Westpowers@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:34:02 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Stephen Powers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Westpowers@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
While we can all agree on restricting nicotine products to minors, the proposed tax is another blatant
money grab. When is enough enough? Does the state of Hawaii not have enough control over its
residents and visitors? Is another tax the answer?
Why doesnt the state become financially responsible and cut the horrible tax policies?
Just for once, leave us, the people, alone. It's state sponsored financial attrition.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: steve_curll@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:35:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Steve Curll
Organization: Individual
E-mail: steve_curll@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes and &quot;e-liquid&quot; have provided a more economical and safer alternative to
smoking tobacco.  Although not FDA approved, the ingredients are fully disclosed by all reputable
vendors.  This proposed legislation will have a crippling effect on consumers looking for a way out of
addiction to much more harmful traditional cigarettes. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: steve.gaffney@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:19:19 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: steve gaffney
Organization: Individual
E-mail: steve.gaffney@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I had tried to  quit cigarettes for 20 years with the help of e cigs i have been off of cigarettes for three
years and i can breath again my health is so much better and i have moved down the scale to a zero
nic juice. I have helped 20+ other people to quit with theses
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: s.miller872@comcast.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:19:35 PM
Attachments: RELATING TO SALES OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES..rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Steven Miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: s.miller872@comcast.net
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
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My name is Steven Miller.  I am a 23 year old truck driver in the state of Georgia where I provide for my wife and two kids.  I started smoking at the age of 18 after a long downward spiral with some personal battles, and the nicotine helped me calm down.  



Over the years I noticed the negative changes I had gone through while smoking cigarettes.  My health had deteriorated to the point where I couldn't even run a few hundred feet without being completely winded.  Most of all I got tired of the restrictive laws regarding smoking both indoors and outdoors.  



In December of this year, I decided to switch over to an e-cigarette in the hopes of cutting back and eventually kicking the habit altogether.  I had succeeded tremendously after one week of using my e-cigarette to the point where the cigarettes I had sitting around have already dried out and are no longer any good.  I have kicked the habit 100% and haven't looked back.



One business within your state, Volcano E-Cigs, was my first choice due to it's very low cost in the long run.  They carry a vast product line that can suit the novice e-cig user all the way up to the discerning user with specific tastes.  I feel that the law you are trying to enact will harm, if not shut down this business which incorporates Hawaii into mostly all of it's product line.  



I also feel that if this law were to go into effect as it stands it would cause my costs to rise to the point where it is no longer economical to continue use of their products, and therefore the tax revenue they generate from my repeated patronage would be lost to another company not affected by this law, or I would revert back to traditional cigarettes as I wouldn't have to wait for my shipment to arrive on a truck.  



I do full-heartedly support the notion that these products should not be sold to anyone not able to purchase tobacco products (18 in most states), I do believe that taxing any and all products and accessories would be harmful to the industry and cause any revenue you thought would be generated to move out of the state or close down altogether.  Taxing accessories is like putting a tobacco tax on lighters, cigarette pouches/cases, ash trays, and pipes.  It makes no sense why these items aren't taxed while the e-cig industry is taxed on every item they produce.



Please reconsider this bill as it stands.  Please pass a bill limiting the purchase and use of the devices to minors, but please DO NOT tax the industry as a whole.  I love placing regular orders with the companies within your state and wish to continue doing so, as well as referring many new and future customers to their business.



Best regards,

Steve Miller

Richmond Hill, GA

304-559-6482
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my wife and two kids.  I started smoking at the age of 18 after a long downward spiral with some 
personal battles, and the nicotine helped me calm down.   
 
Over the years I noticed the negative changes I had gone through while smoking cigarettes.  My 
health had deteriorated to the point where I couldn't even run a few hundred feet without being 
completely winded.  Most of all I got tired of the restrictive laws regarding smoking both indoors and 
outdoors.   
 
In December of this year, I decided to switch over to an e-cigarette in the hopes of cutting back and 
eventually kicking the habit altogether.  I had succeeded tremendously after one week of using my 
e-cigarette to the point where the cigarettes I had sitting around have already dried out and are no 
longer any good.  I have kicked the habit 100% and haven't looked back. 
 
One business within your state, Volcano E-Cigs, was my first choice due to it's very low cost in the 
long run.  They carry a vast product line that can suit the novice e-cig user all the way up to the 
discerning user with specific tastes.  I feel that the law you are trying to enact will harm, if not shut 
down this business which incorporates Hawaii into mostly all of it's product line.   
 
I also feel that if this law were to go into effect as it stands it would cause my costs to rise to the point 
where it is no longer economical to continue use of their products, and therefore the tax revenue they 
generate from my repeated patronage would be lost to another company not affected by this law, or I 
would revert back to traditional cigarettes as I wouldn't have to wait for my shipment to arrive on a 
truck.   
 
I do full-heartedly support the notion that these products should not be sold to anyone not able to 
purchase tobacco products (18 in most states), I do believe that taxing any and all products and 
accessories would be harmful to the industry and cause any revenue you thought would be generated to 
move out of the state or close down altogether.  Taxing accessories is like putting a tobacco tax on 
lighters, cigarette pouches/cases, ash trays, and pipes.  It makes no sense why these items aren't taxed 
while the e-cig industry is taxed on every item they produce. 
 
Please reconsider this bill as it stands.  Please pass a bill limiting the purchase and use of the devices 
to minors, but please DO NOT tax the industry as a whole.  I love placing regular orders with the 
companies within your state and wish to continue doing so, as well as referring many new and future 
customers to their business. 
 
Best regards, 
Steve Miller 
Richmond Hill, GA 
304-559-6482 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sulan45u@windstream.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:00:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Steven Ulan
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sulan45u@windstream.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: smkohler@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:44:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Summer Kohler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: smkohler@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Aloha

In my young age of 24, I have been around cigarette 2nd hand smoke my whole life. My family, like
many others, have had to deal with the persistent tobacco companies and the illicit push to keep helpful
products like ecigs, out of the industry by laws such as this. In my learnings of these ecigs, I have
personally seen a great impact on how this specific product helps people to &quot;kick&quot; the
tobacco habit. I know that in the signing of this particular law, not only will this put a worse reputation
for the &quot;HAWAII STATE CONGRESS&quot; in a more unsupported state, it will also take away the
opportunity for healthier living. What is Hawaii known for? Definitely not for taking away possible
positive changes. Why would such a government take away a &quot;healthy living&quot; choice. Please
take this pledge into consideration. As I am, a Hawaiian as well as an American. I believe in a better
world. Give us a chance to have one.

Mahalo
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Kanalu27@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 1:38:43 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Susan Kehaunani Waipa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Kanalu27@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Really!!
Why can't you people support something that is better than regular cigarettes.  You block us anyway
you can and it needs to STOP!!!!!!!!!!!!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jspettigrew@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:17:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: susan pettigrew
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jspettigrew@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I can not believe you want to treat an eletronic cigarette as a real one.  If you pass this law you will
just be making a whole lot of people go back to smoking real tabacco the e cig is NOT NOT NOT
tobacco why would you even consider such an ignorant bill.  The only thing I agree with is not selling
product to minors.  I for example quit smoking because of this product and use only no nicotene
products come on now you want me to pay a 70% tax on a non nicotene product????? you can't treat
a e cig the same as tabacco because it simply is NOT. If this passes I will be very upset and never ever
visit haswaii.  I am disappointed I was so excited to finally find a great AMERICAN made product and
now as with everything you want to screw that up to.  Please don't do the predictable goverenment
thing and tax this just because you can.  I feel very strongly about this.  YOU CAN'T TAX THIS LIKE A
TABACCO PRODUCT BECAUSE IT IS NOT! 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: susansimiele@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:01:21 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Susan Simiele
Organization: Individual
E-mail: susansimiele@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
This is a mistake. This bill has many unintended consequences that endanger suppliers, supporters, and
users of electronic cigarettes in Hawaii and nationwide. Being able to quit smoking using the electronic
cigarette has resulted in an improvement in my health. The electronic cigarette has afforded me the
opportunity to stay tobacco free for 2 years. Please do not approve this bill because doing such will
result in unintended consequences that will affect my well-being. The electronic cigarette is a great
boon to our society and does not deserve the current scrutiny.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: catdogpets50@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:23:07 PM
Attachments: recording26673.amr

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: susan sutton
Organization: Individual
E-mail: catdogpets50@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I just want to reiterate that I am on social security disability and lomited income.  If this ridiculous tax is
put on a product like Volcano products it would be a great injustice.  However I do believe the products
should not be sold minors.  I am 53 years old and this is the first product that has gotten me this close
to quit smoking.  Please rethink your issues.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vickiandmajor11@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:55:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: susan v miller
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vickiandmajor11@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am 55 years old and have smoked for 4 decades. I do not smoke tobacco cigarettes any longer. I
have been smoking E cigs for  over 3 months and have not even once thought of buying or smoking
traditional cigarettes .I take care of a lady who chained smoked for many years and she stopped in
November with E cigs. My neighbor has stopped smoking the same way.You tried taxing cigarrets to
death and it made lots of money for someone&gt;&gt;&gt; No one stopped... We have now. Do you
want healthy citizens? Leave our Ecigs alone.   Thank you Valcano..
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: suzanne33140@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:42:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Suzanne Robinson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: suzanne33140@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
A year ago I began vaping Volcano E-Cigs.  In doing so I have STOPPED a 33 year of a horrible tobacco
addiction.  This bill that is up for a vote is inaccurate information.  These have no tobacco, all they have
is a small amount of nicotine, which is no worse for a person than caffeine. The other amazing thing
that I have seen with the E-Cig, I have told my friends and family and now know of 18 people that I
love dearly, who are no longer poisoning themselves with tobacco and numerous chemicals big tobacco
includes in their cigarettes to keep everyone addicted.
These are life changing, and life saving devices...don't deny people this opportunity to get healthy by
adding some ridiculous tax.  If anything I think subsidy and promotion of the E-Cig are a much healthier
route than trying to label them as tobacco.
Hawaii has always been a favorite vacation spot for me.  If this law passes I will not return to your
state, you will lose my tourism dollars along with all of my friends and family.  It is a ridiculous bill that
should never even have made it's way onto the floor for a vote.
Do the right thing, call E-Cigs what they are...TOBACCO-FREE!!!!  And let's watch our population get
healthier together.
Sincerely,
Suzanne Robinson
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tbyrd@tbyrdmedia.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:38:10 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tamara Byrd
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tbyrd@tbyrdmedia.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I buy the BEST electronic cigarettes and related supplies from a native Hawaiian company
(Volcanoecigs.com). I was finally successful in quitting tobacco products because of these wonder
devices. To impose a 70% increase in my cost, through taxes, would leave me with no choice but to
return to tobacco products. These devices are more expensive than cigarettes to begin with, but have
saved my life (I suffer from COPD). This is unreasonable and certainly not in the best interest of the
consumer or public at large.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tamithadunn@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:14:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tamitha Dunn
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tamithadunn@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Using the pretext of keeping eCigs out of the hands of minors to actually pass a law to make the
Hawaiian Government money is despicable.  If this law is passed you will only end up taking revenue
away from Hawaii. This law will make it impossible for eCig manufactures in Hawaii to remain
competitive with eCig manufacturers on the mainland.  Ergo, we will shop elsewhere for eCigs and
Hawaiian companies will go under. Ergo, you (hawaiian government) still won't see any profit from this
misguided endeavor.  Find another way to make money, crippling local businesses in this manner is like
a greedy king snatching every penny away from his starving subjects. A serf can't pay the King a single
pence if the king has starved him to death. Hence, no money for any political endeavors , present and
future.  Raise the &quot;tourist tax&quot; a little, god knows there is enough of us (it's not like we will
stop going to Hawaii).  Just a little increase in the &quot;tourist tax&quot; would bring your gov more
revenue than taking money out of the pockets of your people.

Tamitha A Dunn
8911 Matthew Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM
87112

Briefly a former resident of Hawaii...
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: nolasses4me@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:25:41 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: tammy johnson
Organization: Individual
E-mail: nolasses4me@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Electronic cigarettes prevented me from smoking cigarettes after getting outof the hospital with massive
bilateral pulmonary embolisms. Mother of three children who begged me to quit smoking. This was an
alternative that we could all live with. Ban the children but since there is NO tobacco involved taxing it
as such is unfair and in my mind proves the government may support smoking cigarettes because of
the tax revenue despite the health care issues that it can cause later. Support freedom of alternative
choices NOT tobacco companies and lung cancer!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: taniabrunes@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:21:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tania Brunes
Organization: Individual
E-mail: taniabrunes@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: martztj@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:17:29 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tara Martz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: martztj@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
There is no reason whatsoever to treat electronic cigarettes and any related accessories as a tobacco
product. Unless of course you are playing to the pharmaceutical companies demands, who want to
destroy the e cig companies so they can make money off the concept OR keep pushing their nicotine
replacement shams. I have successfully quit smoking tobacco cigarettes along with the 4000+ chemicals
that are in them! I tried the patch the gum , chantex (that was nuts)whatever to no avail, but made the
switch to e cigs with no problem. You and your cronies just can’t stand it, can you? We don’t need your
help or spend money on the pharmaceutical’s products. Let the free market alone and stop the crony
capitalism.
Thank you,
Tara Martz
Massillon, OH
(Potential Tourist to Hawaii)
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: overt001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:25:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: tau over
Organization: Individual
E-mail: overt001@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
this is a product that is going to reduce the amount of chemicals the body intakes and make people less
dependent on the tobacco company.  I am not a smoker and strongly OPPOSE this bill
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: teedykas@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:06:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Taylor Dykas
Organization: Individual
E-mail: teedykas@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
There should be no tax placed on an item that will help save lives.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: computer.ted@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:10:22 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ted Moore
Organization: Individual
E-mail: computer.ted@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
While I agree that nicotine products should not be sold to minors, exorbitant tax provisions would not
only destroy existing e-cigarette companies in HI, but would prevent businesses from developing there
in the future, and would prompt most/all e-cigarette consumers in HI (now and in the future) to
purchase e-cigarette products online or by mail order from out-of-state, making it  infeasible for the HI
Rev Dept to collect taxes on these purchases.

Bottom line, it could cost the HI Revenue Dept more to try collecting the tax than the revenue it would
bring in.

Electronic cigarettes only contain nicotine, a base, and flavoring. They do not contain tobacco, do not
cause cancer and emphysema, and do not affect others with second hand “smoke” because they
produce vapor, not smoke.

The reason for high taxation on cigarettes and other tobacco products is to offset the cost of health-
care accrued from the damage caused by those products. Since electronic cigarettes do not cause the
diseases that traditional tobacco products cause, it makes no sense to raise taxes on them to offset
non-existent costs to society.

The goal of the electronic cigarette community is to help smokers find a healthier alternative to smoking
which saves lives and reduces the financial and human cost that traditional tobacco consumption
causes. The pharmaceutical industry has failed to produce an effective product for smokers who have
trouble quitting. Curtailing the purchase and use of healthier alternatives by informed adults will only
drive those smokers back to tobacco use and eventual death.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tthay111@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:38:07 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Ted Thay
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tthay111@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I disagree with electronic cigarettes being classed as a tobacco product when it obviously contains no
tobacco and produces no smoke. It would be a stretch to call said device a tobacco product for the
ultimate purpose of taxing it as such. We rely on our government to represent its market and citizens
fairly and urge the State Senate to uphold that integrity. With respect and advanced thanks for your fair
and objective consideration.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tws3b2@bellsouth.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:22:50 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Teddy Stephens
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tws3b2@bellsouth.net
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I did smoke over two packs of cigarettes per day. Now I Smoke None. E-cigs are the Only alternative I
have found that Works for Me. This tax will put them out of reach for me..
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From: ttcounts
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: SB2819
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:47:54 PM

Aloha Representative,
I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in regards to bill HB2557. Thanks to e-cigarettes
I have been tobacco free for 9 months as of this writing. I am healthier and happier. I
have shared my experience with others that too have converted from tobacco cigarettes
to vaping. I spend much less money on vaping and am able to use that money for wiser
causes that cigarettes. I cannot understand why ANYONE would want to jeopardize
thousands of people who have quit smoking by forcing them back to it because of taxes
or anything else. I smoked for 25  years and have tried EVERY stop smoking program
available from chantix to herbs to patches but non worked until I found vaping!  I am No
longer a smoker and so proud of it!
Some of products I use come from a Hawaiian local company, Volcano Fine Electronic
Cigarettes. Volcano Fine Electronic Cigarettes is a locally owned and operated Electronic
Cigarette and Accessories retailer/supplier with 5 current retail locations and one
warehouse/shipping center located in Honolulu. they have been in business for nearly
three years and currently employ over 30 full-time employees locally and are one of the
fastest growing businesses in the state. Bill HB2557, introduced by Speaker Say as a
package put together for Governor Abercrombie, directly affects their local operation and
jeopardizes their ability to continue operations in the State of Hawaii and I wanted to
contact you to voice our concerns and ask for your help in getting this bill defeated.
The electronic cigarette, also known as an “e-cig”, “an e-cigarette”, “a personal vaporizer”,
a “PV”, a “nicotine vaporizer” and many other things is a device used to vaporize liquid that
can optionally contain varying levels of nicotine (and in many cases no nicotine at all). It is
used currently by thousands of people locally and tens of millions of people nationally
everyday as an alternative to cigarettes and in situations where cigarettes are not
permitted. This product is intended for smokers and others addicted to nicotine who are
looking for a less hazardous way to maintain, decrease, or otherwise eliminate their
nicotine usage and avoid known risks to their own health caused by smoking and the health
and safety of those around them. 
Bill HB2557 aims to classify electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, restrict the sale of
the product to minors under the age of 18, and subject the sale of all electronic cigarette
related products to a 70% tobacco tax regardless of whether or not the product actually
contains tobacco. While I agree that products should be restricted from being sold to
minors. The bill in its current form has many unintended negative consequences that will
effectively end all future sales of the product in the state by local vendors and force
thousands of users of the product to buy from out of state vendors via the internet or
return to smoking altogether which has already been proven to be an eventual death
sentence. 
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The bill as it is written shows a fundamental lack of knowledge of electronic cigarettes,
how they are made, what it does, and how it is sold. An electronic cigarette is an electronic
device made up of many different common electronic components such as batteries,
buttons, metal tips, charging components, plastic bottles,...etc. All of these item are sold
separately or as a kit and many of the components can actually be used in conjunction with
many other standard electronic devices such as cell phones. In fact nicotine, which may or
may not be derived from a tobacco source, only makes up about 2% of all the products
sold. I think we can all agree that if I buy a battery from Volcano, that can in no way be
perceived as retailing a "tobacco product". However the current bill proposes to classify all
of the products as electronic cigarette related tobacco products and subject us to the
standing 70% tobacco tax which was enacted with traditional tobacco products in mind.
The general cost of a fully functioning electronic cigarette kit is upwards of $70, much
higher than that of a pack of cigarettes. Levying a 70% tax on every component and
accessory of an electronic cigarette would effectively make it much more expensive than a
traditional tobacco cigarette and would effectively force locals to buy from out-of-state and
international suppliers (who are not subject to this tax) via the internet or return to
smoking altogether. Furthermore, this tax would ultimately make it impossible for Volcano
to compete and would force them to either move out of state or close the business
altogether. This means a loss of jobs, a loss of tax revenues that the state is already
collecting, and ultimately forcing the will of the state on its smoking population by forcing
them to purchase their products out-of-state or return to smoking. Is it smart to force a
non-smoker back to becoming a smoker? 
I implore you to reexamine Bill HB2557 and modify it to reflect age based restrictions only!
And I hope you are flooded with emails asking the same.

Sincerely,
Teena Counts
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: kcjdmama@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:36:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: teresa fagafa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: kcjdmama@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tqueen@kc.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 10:41:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Teresa
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tqueen@kc.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I think this is a terrible bill for a product that has improved my health. I have been an e-cigarette user
for about 2 years. I immediately cut my smoking from 3 1/2 packs a day down to 1 or less packs and
this last December was able to stop smoking cigarettes altogether. I am 65 years old and have smoked
since age 22 and have tried to stop many times and this is the only thing that has worked for me. I feel
much better and no longer have the hacking cough and breathing has improved tremendously. Please
do not start taxing this product as a cigarette so myself &amp; others can't afford it. It has been a
lifesaving product for me. Thank you!!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tqueen@kc.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sugashack1@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:12:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Terry Kahanu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sugashack1@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
love this product..It helped my mom stop smoking, she was a heavy smoker for more then 50+ years.
No more smell and great flavors...Please don't  pass this bill, it would hurt a lot of people that are trying
to guit for a good reason. Thank you.....Terry
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: terry.wilkison@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:45:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Terry R. Wilkison Jr.
Organization: Individual
E-mail: terry.wilkison@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
After being addicted to cigarettes for over 10 years I have been able to successfully stop smoking
&quot;traditional&quot; cigarettes thanks to the use of electronic cigarettes. Fully understanding the
addictive qualities of nicotene I fully support a measure to prevent persons under the age of 18 from
acquiring the chemical in any form. I however find that while S.B. 2819 does aim to help prevent our
youth from becoming addicted to nicotene it will cut off a invaluable asset to those currently addicted
who are seeking a much safer, highly successful means of quiting traditional tobacco use. No offical
findings have been made on the long term effects of the use of electronic cigarettes but there are
OBVIOUS benefits from this product. For example - No secondhand smoke, the user is only ingesting
nicotene in a purified form free from thousands of other harmful chemicals that are found in traditional
tobacco products, the reduction of litter, no more cigarette butts trashing our beaches, these are just a
few obvious benefits that only require a little common sense to see. There are technical issues wih this
bill as well, why are electronic cigarette manufactorers and retailers subject to a %70 taxation on e cig
RELATED components when traditional tabacco related components are not subject to the same tax?
Should we not revise this bill to include all lighters, matches, ash trays, rolling papers, etc? This bill will
not elimante the use of these products, or prevent them from being distributed to minors, as soon as
this bill is enacted (if it is) local retailers will close shop and either a. go out of buisness or b. move to a
state that does not have this irrational bill in place. This leaves consumers forced to buy these products
over the internet (which I definatly will) sending more revenue out of the state, instead of keeping it
here in local small owned buisness. I further have to ask why is this senate waisting precious time
attempting to pass such a bill when there are other much more pressing substance related issues. Take
the growing issue of SPICE. I can walk into half a dozen &quot;tobacco&quot; shops in Waikiki alone
and buy a substance labled as popurri, when the reality is it is a synthec canniboid substance that
causes REAL harm to thousands of users. Emerging research is showing that these new drugs have
some horrible and possibly fatal reprocusions for the user. Users are ending up in our hospitals with
heart arythmias, convulsions, respitory distress, sensory deprovation, some of whom (reported by
medical professionals) to be near DEATH. Why is this senate not successfully tackling this issue? I as a
resident challenge you, our elected officals to do justice to the position that you have been placed in.
You are in a position of power to serve the people of this state. Do not fail us.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tessadke@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:08:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tessa Ke
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tessadke@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thejackal333@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:23:17 AM
Attachments: I oppose the possible taxation of electronic cigarettes on any basis.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thom Cechowski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thejackal333@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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I oppose the possible taxation of electronic cigarettes on any basis.

Taxing electronic cigarettes and their parts is ludicrous.  We currently do not tax cigarette lighters, ashtrays, rolling papers, rolling machines, cigar cutters, humidors, and everything else related to tobacco smoking.  Allowing the taxation of electronic cigarettes and all their parts would be the same.  The electronic cigarette uses a battery, battery housing, atomizer or cartomizer (heating element), and sometimes a separate mouth piece.  An electronic cigarette needs a charger or charging cable, and wall adapter.  The main ingredients to an electronic cigarette are FDA approved propylene glycol and/or vegetable glycerin, FDA approved food flavoring, and nicotine (suspended in propylene glycol and/or vegetable glycerin).  Electronic cigarettes contain NO TOBACCO, every state’s current cash cow.

Even if you believe nicotine should be taxed think again.  Nicotine is NOT tobacco exclusive.  Nicotine can be derived from eggplant, cauliflower, potatoes and tomatoes, as well as a handful of other common foods.  If you tax nicotine, you tax these food items as well.  And when you start taxing food items, you better believe even those who don’t use electronic cigarettes and/or tobacco will have something to say about this.  That ripe juicy tomato on your sandwich will have to be taxed, as well as that vegan eggplant dish, and heaven forbid you tax the potato and all of its forms we eat on a daily basis.  Go ahead and tax cauliflower, no one likes it anyway.

If Hawaii or any other state was to pass this sort of taxation, I would be sure to never visit there.  I would find every means to go around those states and not drop one dime in their economy.

Signed,

Thom Cechowski
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Icemantc6@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 5:11:58 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas Collins
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Icemantc6@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
The government should not be interfering with the affairs of individual businesses.  Also the fact that
these bills contain clauses that are merely snuck in and have nothing to do with the bill as a whole are
upsurd.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tompdee@verizon.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:26:44 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas D'Uva
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tompdee@verizon.net
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I quit smoking cigarettes over a month ago.  Everyone that I know-that knows me, thought that I would
Never quit, including myself!!  Now that I have found Ecigs to work over everything I've tried in the last
40 years, miraculously I did quit the same day I received my first ecig from the Hawaii based company,
Volcanoecigs.  Please do not let this 'bill' go through!  I have a chance and now have finally 'bettered'
my life, physically.  There is a major change in my health now.  Don't take this from me and everyone
else that has found a real miracle by unfairly taxing the ecig and accessories!
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thomas@myrelay.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:11:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas Dwyer
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thomas@myrelay.net
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tommyguitfiddle@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:33:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas Grady
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tommyguitfiddle@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Many of the taxes associated with tobacco products have been put in place because of their ties to
cancer and the associated costs passes on to the general tax payer.  I have not heard of any evidence
that electronic cigarettes have the same cancer causing properties, and therefore should not be lumped
together with traditional cigarettes for taxation.  I would support separate legislation limiting access to
nicotine containing products by minors, but the tax implications of this bill are unfounded
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tllong2@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:28:18 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas L. Long II
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tllong2@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I must oppose placing electronic cigarette products in the same class as ordinary cigarettes.  Ecigs
clearly are not for children &amp; certainly need to be regulated to control nicotine content as well as
being certain they contain only FDA approved substances &amp; that they are marketed only to legal
adults.  However I believe it is a big mistake to levy the taxes on these products that we see on
traditional cigarettes.  Many people have turned to ecigs as a way to help them quit smoking &amp; by
increasing the pricing via taxation we are discouraging that decision.  Electronic cigarettes are a safer
alternative to burning tobacco &amp; should be treated as such.  Additionally the implications of a
global company like Volcano moving its headquarters out of your state will be a serious loss of
revenue.  Please take the time to consider what reclassifying electronic cigarettes will do to the physical
&amp; fiscal health of your state before supporting this.  Thank you for your time.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: chrismuscara@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:29:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas Muscara
Organization: Individual
E-mail: chrismuscara@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
I just wanted to let you Know since I found volcano ecigs 3 months ago, I have not smoked a
ciggarette since. I think its the greatest product on the market for people who want to quit smoking. I
am now down to 8mg nicotine from 24 when I started. I believe if you tax this product not only will
people go back to smoking but many people will lose jobs. Hawaii is all about getting our people to quit
smoking and this is the only product that actually works. I dont see you taxing the patch or nicorette
gum. This product isnt even a tobacco product in any way shape or form so how can you classify it as
one and tax it? Either way I m strongly against this bill and think it will cause way more harm and not
make the state any extra money AT ALL. Please help us local people trying to quit smoking do it the
only way that works. If you tax these products electronic ciggarettes will go out of buisness in Hawaii.
Mahalo
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: RamosOhana@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:17:32 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas Ramos
Organization: Individual
E-mail: RamosOhana@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: thomas.denman@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 9:48:23 AM
Attachments: SB2819.rtf

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas S. Denman
Organization: Individual
E-mail: thomas.denman@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
I have written a heartfelt letter describing how an e-cigarette product from your very own state has
broken my 35 addiction. PLEASE READ it and consider it for submission.
Thanks,
Tom Denman
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Greetings To My Friends in the Aloha State!

    My name is Thomas S. Denman and I am a single Dad in the state of Massachusetts who had smoked for over 35 years, and had tried every sensible and even absurd smoking cessation plan that ever came out. And I had very limited to no success at all. I started my journey as a parent late in life (40 years of age), so this presented a unique set of challenges. My life was more stressful working in high tech. My smoking had been habitual long enough that I had early signs of it affecting my health (to wit Hypertension). My children became concerned about my smoking as early as age 5 and voiced their concerns to me. And the guilt I felt didn't help matters much.

     I became aware of electronic cigarettes in late 2010 and began to experiment. I found most to be satisfying, but not durable enough to justify their cost. But I was impressed with how I felt after using them as opposed to tobacco. The tobacco always left me feeling raw in the throat, winded and of late, had left a peculiar aftertaste in my mouth.

   In the month of January 2011, I stumbled upon a young man at North Station in Boston, Ma awaiting the same commuter rail service I was, who just happened to be smoking a product being produced in your state. The product was a Volcano E-Cig. I was impressed with it's design and apparent durability and I asked for the URL to the manufacturer's web site. Within a month, I was trying out my electronic cigarette from Volcano. Within a week of that, I had stopped buying tobacco cigarettes. Within 5 months of that, I was smoke free. And here's the beautiful part, I have not smoked a cigarette since sometime in February of 2011 and I put down the e-cigarette probably sometime around July or August altogether. It wasn't part of a program, it just happened. And very naturally, I might add. And it happened in as subtle a manner as my becoming addicted tobacco, I truly feel these vapor alternatives are absolutely a beneficial turn in the technologies surrounding the drug nicotine.

    With all that said, I understand that you are now considering a law to restrict the products of this kind from falling into the hands of minors and to tax them as though they were products of the Tobacco Industry.

    I want to offer these words of concern as to the direction your bill heads your state. First, I support 100% some measure preventing any nicotine falling into the hands of minor children. But I feel that taxing this product beyond the state sales tax will only accomplish one thing. It will harm the uptake of this path away from nicotine addiction by adults. And THAT my friends, is like voting in a law to ensure your friends and neighbors STAY ADDICTED to nicotine.

    I want you to hear it from the perspective of the mind of an addicted person.

In the early days of my hunt for a suitable E-Cigarette,I shopped around for the most affordable, well-reviewed product I could find. It is important for you to know that since this is a relatively new technology, this product category has a broad price range, all for very similar technology. When I saw a product that cost $60 for a starter kit my mind let me warm up to the idea of buying the set. However, when I saw products at $120 (and they are out there). When I would see those prices, my mind would immediately allow the nicotine to take over and I would calculate the cost of the product vs wear and tear and then compare it to tobacco and even though tobacco over the months was far more expensive, that $60 difference would cause me to deceive myself and not buy the product and get started.

   Tobacco is a HORRIFIC DRUG. But I really DON'T have to tell you that, now do I? And you'll hear all kinds of testimony about other benefits like there being no second hand smoke, no smell, no tar, etc. And while I believe ALL of those elements to be more or less the truth. What I want you to take away from my testimony is that the product BROKE MY ADDICTION and I, for the first time in my life consider myself truly free of tobacco. And I hope you will restructure your bill in such a way that it still protects minors, but doesn't create a monetary penalty that WILL allow addicted individuals one more excuse not to get free of that addiction and improve their life and that of those around them.

    I appreciate your time and pray you will do what's truly right in this matter.

Best Regards

Thomas S. Denman

2 Cross Street

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930







Greetings To My Friends in the Aloha State! 
    My name is Thomas S. Denman and I am a single Dad in the state of Massachusetts who had 
smoked for over 35 years, and had tried every sensible and even absurd smoking cessation plan that 
ever came out. And I had very limited to no success at all. I started my journey as a parent late in life (40 
years of age), so this presented a unique set of challenges. My life was more stressful working in high 
tech. My smoking had been habitual long enough that I had early signs of it affecting my health (to wit 
Hypertension). My children became concerned about my smoking as early as age 5 and voiced their 
concerns to me. And the guilt I felt didn't help matters much. 
     I became aware of electronic cigarettes in late 2010 and began to experiment. I found most to be 
satisfying, but not durable enough to justify their cost. But I was impressed with how I felt after using them 
as opposed to tobacco. The tobacco always left me feeling raw in the throat, winded and of late, had left a 
peculiar aftertaste in my mouth. 
   In the month of January 2011, I stumbled upon a young man at North Station in Boston, Ma awaiting 
the same commuter rail service I was, who just happened to be smoking a product being produced in 
your state. The product was a Volcano E-Cig. I was impressed with it's design and apparent durability and 
I asked for the URL to the manufacturer's web site. Within a month, I was trying out my electronic 
cigarette from Volcano. Within a week of that, I had stopped buying tobacco cigarettes. Within 5 months 
of that, I was smoke free. And here's the beautiful part, I have not smoked a cigarette since sometime in 
February of 2011 and I put down the e-cigarette probably sometime around July or August altogether. It 
wasn't part of a program, it just happened. And very naturally, I might add. And it happened in as subtle a 
manner as my becoming addicted tobacco, I truly feel these vapor alternatives are absolutely a beneficial 
turn in the technologies surrounding the drug nicotine. 
    With all that said, I understand that you are now considering a law to restrict the products of this kind 
from falling into the hands of minors and to tax them as though they were products of the Tobacco 
Industry. 
    I want to offer these words of concern as to the direction your bill heads your state. First, I support 
100% some measure preventing any nicotine falling into the hands of minor children. But I feel that taxing 
this product beyond the state sales tax will only accomplish one thing. It will harm the uptake of this path 
away from nicotine addiction by adults. And THAT my friends, is like voting in a law to ensure your friends 
and neighbors STAY ADDICTED to nicotine. 
    I want you to hear it from the perspective of the mind of an addicted person. 
In the early days of my hunt for a suitable E-Cigarette,I shopped around for the most affordable, 
well-reviewed product I could find. It is important for you to know that since this is a relatively new 
technology, this product category has a broad price range, all for very similar technology. When I saw a 
product that cost $60 for a starter kit my mind let me warm up to the idea of buying the set. However, 
when I saw products at $120 (and they are out there). When I would see those prices, my mind would 
immediately allow the nicotine to take over and I would calculate the cost of the product vs wear and tear 
and then compare it to tobacco and even though tobacco over the months was far more expensive, that 
$60 difference would cause me to deceive myself and not buy the product and get started. 
   Tobacco is a HORRIFIC DRUG. But I really DON'T have to tell you that, now do I? And you'll hear all 
kinds of testimony about other benefits like there being no second hand smoke, no smell, no tar, etc. And 
while I believe ALL of those elements to be more or less the truth. What I want you to take away from my 
testimony is that the product BROKE MY ADDICTION and I, for the first time in my life consider myself 
truly free of tobacco. And I hope you will restructure your bill in such a way that it still protects minors, but 
doesn't create a monetary penalty that WILL allow addicted individuals one more excuse not to get free of 
that addiction and improve their life and that of those around them. 
    I appreciate your time and pray you will do what's truly right in this matter. 
Best Regards 
Thomas S. Denman 
2 Cross Street 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tschinke@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 9:00:04 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Thomas Schinke
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tschinke@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
The State of Hawaii would loose jobs if this bill is passed.  The company I puchase e cigarette supplies
from would move out of state.

Recommend to rewrite the bill with the e cigarette tax added.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tschinke@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tingleink68@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 5:50:11 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: thomas tingle
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tingleink68@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
this product is a safer more affordable product. and i wish this bill doesn't go through. its only the
tobacco companies trying to stop a great and health choose...

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tingleink68@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: cuttlebone1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 2:32:03 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: thyra ann clough
Organization: Individual
E-mail: cuttlebone1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cuttlebone1@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: reverend_burkett@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:40:21 AM
Attachments: E-cig testimony.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tiffany Burkett
Organization: Individual
E-mail: reverend_burkett@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Volcano E-cigs is a valuble member of the community and they provide a service that helps so many.
Please let them stay in business and don't tax them and everyone else into the poor house.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:reverend_burkett@yahoo.com

Ladies and Gentleman I write this testimony today asking you to consider changes to this bill, and to please not approve it as it is written. We all understand and appreciate the need to keep tobacco products away from children as they are our most precious resource. However this bill goes to far. Classifying this as a tobacco product to keep it from children is wonderful, but not the taxation portion that is included. I ask that you not look to the electronic cigarette industry as your new cash cow, it isn’t. Let me give you an example, my husband has been trying to quit smoking for years, nothing helped and he was not able to use the medication Chantix due to side effects. His health was suffering because of his smoking, not to mention so was our budget because of the recent taxes added on an already burdened industry.  We decided to try the e-cig and it is amazing AND affordable. The e-cig gave me my husband back and now we can do more than we ever have before. He is in better shape now than he was when he was in the Navy. And he has cut back and soon will be smoking just the flavored fluids and no longer needing the nicotine. Please don’t take this away from us. This taxation would truly cause more harm than good. It will make the cost of fluid and replacements out of our reach and would cause us to have to look elsewhere for our products and supplies which we now get from a company based right there in Hawaii. That would in turn take away the revenue they already bring into your state. I would not be the only one not patronizing that company any longer, this could damage them enough that they may have to close down or move to a different state costing you the taxes you get from them already.   Think of the people for once, yes protect our children AND our wallets. After all it is our wallets and our voices that put you in office. Please remove the taxation portion of this legislation. 



Ladies and Gentleman I write this testimony today asking you to consider changes to this 
bill, and to please not approve it as it is written. We all understand and appreciate the 
need to keep tobacco products away from children as they are our most precious 
resource. However this bill goes to far. Classifying this as a tobacco product to keep it 
from children is wonderful, but not the taxation portion that is included. I ask that you not 
look to the electronic cigarette industry as your new cash cow, it isn’t. Let me give you 
an example, my husband has been trying to quit smoking for years, nothing helped and he 
was not able to use the medication Chantix due to side effects. His health was suffering 
because of his smoking, not to mention so was our budget because of the recent taxes 
added on an already burdened industry.  We decided to try the e-cig and it is amazing 
AND affordable. The e-cig gave me my husband back and now we can do more than we 
ever have before. He is in better shape now than he was when he was in the Navy. And 
he has cut back and soon will be smoking just the flavored fluids and no longer needing 
the nicotine. Please don’t take this away from us. This taxation would truly cause more 
harm than good. It will make the cost of fluid and replacements out of our reach and 
would cause us to have to look elsewhere for our products and supplies which we now 
get from a company based right there in Hawaii. That would in turn take away the 
revenue they already bring into your state. I would not be the only one not patronizing 
that company any longer, this could damage them enough that they may have to close 
down or move to a different state costing you the taxes you get from them already.   
Think of the people for once, yes protect our children AND our wallets. After all it is our 
wallets and our voices that put you in office. Please remove the taxation portion of this 
legislation.  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tstormez@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:03:23 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tiffany Travelstead
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tstormez@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
As a customer of Volcano e-cigarettes, I believe that your proposed tax on these products would make
them unreasonably priced (above market standard) to the consumer and put that company out of
business, or require relocation. The entrepreneurs and local businesses should be supported, not
penalized; they bring economic growth and jobs to you. I believe that it is in your best interests to
consider these factors before deciding any matters of legislation or taxation.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:tstormez@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: timijo3@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:18:19 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tim Jones
Organization: Individual
E-mail: timijo3@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I am 100% against this bill except for denying sales to minors. Vapor cigerettes contain nicotene but are
in no other way related to cigarettes. Without these products which have been clinically shown to have
no adverse affect, people will be financially forced to start smoking cigarettes which will put their health
and the health of others in danger. You are making a dangerous financial and quality of life choice if
you vote this measure through.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Baker.tim@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:35:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Timothy Baker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Baker.tim@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Respectfully, electronic cigarettes are both an indespensible quitting aid and a significantly healthier
alternative to tobacco smoking. I know because they helped me quit after 30 years of tobacco use when
numerous failed. I now no longer use either.
Categorizing them witch tobacco products is both inappropriate and inaccurate; cigarettes in particular
contain a multitude of carcinogens and release additional chemicals in the process of burning. Electronic
cigarettes do neither; they neither contain more release any known cancer-causing agents nor do they
actually burn any materials. In addition, what they release is little more than water vapor.
I respectfully implore you not to incorrectly categorize electronic cigarettes; your actions will affect
legislation in other areas of the country and may result in making a healthier, safer option for smokers
even less accessible.
Tim Baker

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Baker.tim@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: mnnffph@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 9:16:49 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: timothy mcfadden
Organization: Individual
E-mail: mnnffph@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
While I do support the prohibition of sales to minors, taxing electronic cigarettes as tobacco is
ridiculous. They are not tobacco products. Look up the ingredients in the fluids. Look at the chemicals
in the vapor compared to cigarette smoke. Please don't cripple a new industry that's providing a safer
and cheaper substitute to smoking. Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mnnffph@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tprogers1@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:15:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Timothy Rogers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tprogers1@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I have been a pack a day smoker for over thirty (30) years. I have not had one (1) analog cigarette
since I started to use the E-cig. The E-Cig has probably save my life. However I do support a ban of the
sale of Electronic Cigarettes to minors.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tmdavis@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 12:49:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Todd Davis
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tmdavis@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I am writing in order to oppose SB 2819.  Regardless of one's position on the harm posed by tobacco
products, it is specious to regard any vaporizer as a tobacco product.  The same function listed in SB
2819 could just as easily apply to a home humidifier or other vapor producing device, perhaps even
medical devices. A vaporizer itself, much like pipes, cigarette lighters, or other smoking accessories has
no tobacco products in it, and should, in any case, not be taxed as if it were a tobacco product.  Many
of the vapor supplies for electronic cigarettes have little or no nicotine. Despite a prohibition on
marketing the e-cigarette as a smoking cessation aid or healthier alternative to smoking, many, many
people report success with quitting smoking, and many have come out in favor of the e-cigarette as a
healthier alternative to smoking.  In my own experience, I have found myself 'smoking' less with the use
of a vaporizer and have seen a drop in my blood pressure coincident with my reduction in nicotine
intake.  If we are serious about reducing the harm caused by smoking, we might do well by examining
non-traditional alternatives and not seeking to apply a vice tax to a product which could potentially save
lives.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tgilard@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:32:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: todd gilard
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tgilard@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tgilard@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: deloreantodd@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:10:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Todd Lipnicki
Organization: Individual
E-mail: deloreantodd@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Do not tax our e-cigs... They are not tobacco products!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:deloreantodd@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tprpuemuraz@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:19:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: todd uemura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tprpuemuraz@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tprpuemuraz@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tom@tomarchambault.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:38:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tom Archambault
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tom@tomarchambault.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I visit Hawaii often, and would consider reducing my travel if my e-cigs were taxed.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Kieseltom@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:20:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tom Kiesel
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Kieseltom@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am saddened to see the proposal regarding electronic cigarettes. I whole heartedly support the effort
to keep them out of the hands of minors, however not the reclassification of a non-tobacco product.
There is zero tobacco involved which makes it erroneous. The government uses the guise of health
concerns for tax benefit whereas this legislation shows the real truth, which is the lack of concern for
public health. This is merely a money grab and I find it terribly disconcerting. I am a user and feel that
these electronic cigarettes have significantly improved my health and are a much better alternative for
those of us unfortunate enough to have a nicotine addiction. I thank you for your time and hope that a
decision based on human beings and not greed can be made for a change. Thank you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tom.watt.af@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 5:10:22 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: tom watt
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tom.watt.af@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tom.watt.af@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: jackindacrack@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 3:09:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: tony luu
Organization: Individual
E-mail: jackindacrack@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jackindacrack@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: uakea@rr.hawaii.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:49:20 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tony Scarfone
Organization: Individual
E-mail: uakea@rr.hawaii.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
this product has helped my stamena and i also quit ciggeretes cold turkey vapers the bomb

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:uakea@rr.hawaii.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tonyval123@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:33:08 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tony Valenti
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tonyval123@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: sunshinedaizee@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:46:59 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tonya Segura
Organization: Individual
E-mail: sunshinedaizee@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
This is unfair taxation.  E-cigarettes are NOT a tobacco product.  It is that simple.    **Re:  Places e-
cigarettes with other tobacco products as items prohibited to be sold to a minor and amends the
definition of &quot;tobacco products&quot; for purposes of taxation.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:sunshinedaizee@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: travisgraham22@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:53:29 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: travis graham
Organization: Individual
E-mail: travisgraham22@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I deffinitly oppose this bill. The valcano products have done wonders for me. Not only i have quit
smoking and saved money by doing so but feel better physically. Taxing 70 percent is going to send a
lot of people like my self back to smoking. BOOOO!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: trep5469@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 12:50:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: TRENT PADA
Organization: Individual
E-mail: trep5469@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: Pantsless123@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:31:54 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Trevor J Arias
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Pantsless123@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Hello,

I am here to oppose the unfair taxing of electronic cigerettes. These products in my opinion are life
saving devices the are helping people finally break the constraints the big tobacco componys have had
on them for years. While I do believe these products should only be available for persons over the age
of 18 I don't believe the responsible adults who are using these products to live a healthier lifestyle
should be unfairly taxed to no end for it. Further more electronic cigerettes contain no tobacco and
there's no second hand smoke harming people around the user and is 4000 times saver then traditional
cigerettes. I employ you to not pass this legislature so we the people can have a chance at a tobacco
free world.

Sincerely,

A 20 year smoker no more

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tripthompson@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 6:46:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Trip THOMPSON
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tripthompson@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
Electronic Cigarettes is a product that now allows 46 million adult smokers
to &quot;smoke&quot; without receiving tar or carcinogens. Why would you want to
tax a product 70% out of the gate? Are you under pressure from the Tobacco Lobby? Your actions
make no sense.

Would you prefer a family member to use a cigarette that dispenses 250+carcinogens and tar into their
body vs water, nicotine (which does not cause cancer), propylene glycol(in soap and food coloring), and
flavoring?

Be informed! Don't make a knee jerk decision.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: ttecknical@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:27:00 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tyffani
Organization: Individual
E-mail: ttecknical@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Stick it to the man while you suck a fat one!

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tylerskyye@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:25:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tyler
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tylerskyye@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: tyrelcain@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 6:30:13 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: tyrel cain
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tyrelcain@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: soyscentual@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:16:40 PM
Attachments: If this bill is passed.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Valerie Ewing
Organization: Individual
E-mail: soyscentual@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:soyscentual@gmail.com

If this bill is passed, I will never order from an E-cigarette company in your state. This bill will discourage individuals such as myself, who are making a sincere effort to stop smoking. E-cigarettes are not tobacco, the effort of your Government to treat it as such and tax at the rate of tobacco products is preposterous. Your Government’s attempts to associate the risk with those of tobacco and to state that E-cigarettes are the “gateway” to the use of tobacco products are incorrect. The opposite is true.  E-cigarettes are used to assist with smoking cessation. Passing this bill will only increase the use of tobacco products, and as a result greatly impact the health of thousands of consumers. 



Sincerely,

Valerie Ewing



If this bill is passed, I will never order from an E-cigarette company in your state. This bill will discourage 
individuals such as myself, who are making a sincere effort to stop smoking. E-cigarettes are not 
tobacco, the effort of your Government to treat it as such and tax at the rate of tobacco products is 
preposterous. Your Government’s attempts to associate the risk with those of tobacco and to state that 
E-cigarettes are the “gateway” to the use of tobacco products are incorrect. The opposite is true.  E-
cigarettes are used to assist with smoking cessation. Passing this bill will only increase the use of tobacco 
products, and as a result greatly impact the health of thousands of consumers.  

 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Ewing 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vapor4dummies@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:10:16 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: vapor dog
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vapor4dummies@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Hi, I was a smoker for 45 yrs., I quit the day I got my Electronic Cigarette which was 2 1/2 yrs. ago, I
will never go back to regular cigarettes regardless of what you try and force me to do. There is no
study showing these too be dangerous, trying to tax these are nothing but a scam to try and make
money because your losing your tax dollars from the sale of regular cigarettes. There are many ways to
make our own Electric Cigarettes so I believe you will be losing money if you try and tax these.
My suggestion is to stop over spending the money you do have and stop all the tax crap to make up for
your short coming, stand up and be a statesman instead of a politician, do the right thing for once.
People are sick of politicians if you haven't noticed.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: onorn0507@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 10:42:42 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: vicki long
Organization: Individual
E-mail: onorn0507@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
i oppose 1 prt of this bill. I agree that the sales should be limited to adults over the age of 18, however
I disagree with the 70% sales tax.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: LilRedStealth@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:44:44 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Vickie Beilharz
Organization: Individual
E-mail: LilRedStealth@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Although I do support ecigs to not be available to minors (which is already the case)
The proposed high tax is a very bad idea, and to put ecigs in the same category as regular cigarettes is
false. as they do not contain the harmful chemicals which are in regular cigarettes. If so peoples health
would not improve when quitting regular cigarettes and switching to ecigs. I was a 30 year smoker and
my breathing became near non existence. I had no choice to quit smoking and switched to ecigs. my
breathings and health is all better now, thanks to ecigs.  Please do not pass this tax on them. and JOBS
would be lost in do so.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: victoria.sylvestre@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:55:17 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Victoria Sylvestre
Organization: Individual
E-mail: victoria.sylvestre@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I will support keeping e cigarettes out of minors hands. Of course that is wise. But to tax as regular
cigarette products? That is ridiculous. It is not the same. There are doctors associations that have come
out in favor of the e cig! They are saving people's lives! Every doctor I go to has been thrilled I quit
smoking and started vaping. It is not the same thing! There is no tobacco, no combustion, no smoke,
no poisons for secondhand people and it's not bad for the environment. Nicotine is not a carcinogen.
Please don't do this. There are so many people who will be living longer, healthier lives because of
ecigs. If you need money, tax cigarettes higher but don't hurt something that is good for so many
people, I beg of you.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vidakeala@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 5:04:52 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: vida williams
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vidakeala@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
This product is highly under rated.  It has the potential to save a thousand lives from the dangers of
actually smoking.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vkamp@heald.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 8:35:35 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: vikki tia
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vkamp@heald.edu
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vparker@hawaii.edu
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 2:41:56 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: vince parker
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vparker@hawaii.edu
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: vrpilato@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:35:28 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Vincent Pilato
Organization: Individual
E-mail: vrpilato@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
E-cigs cannot be included in this as it is not a tobacco product. The unmitigated gall that you
government people have never ceases to amaze me. Do you not realize how many people have been
able to quit smoking via the use of these products?
This again makes it clear it is all about the money with you gov't people with complete disregard for the
health of the public.
You want to do something worthwhile why not introduce a bill that taxes Hawaii legislature 70% of their
hourly salary for being so foolish as to waste the public's tax dollars bringing up a bogus issue such as
this.
Calling an ecig a tobacco product similar to calling day night, liquid solid, etc.
Why not classify a zebra as a great dane while you're at it, and a cat same as a buffalo, you know, just
for the purpose of taxation.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: walt.capers@compuware.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 3:14:30 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Walter Capers
Organization: Individual
E-mail: walt.capers@compuware.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
I am not a frequent vapor user anymore...  I use it occasionally when I have a craving to smoke -- it
has saved my life and the lives of many others that I have recommended it to.  Its added benefit was
that it was cheaper than smoking otherwise I would have never tried it and probably would still be
smoking - dying a slow death with a habit that I could not kick.

This bill is utter ignorance.  Why not tax things that hurt people not help them.  Tax soda pop,
hamburgers, french fries or other foods that lead to obesity -- Americas number one killer.
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mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:walt.capers@compuware.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wldm53@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:28:38 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Wayne Kruse
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wldm53@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
I have been a smoker for 40 yrs. Electonic cigarettes is contributing tremendously to the opportunity to
quit the cigaretts. This product should be supported towards curbing the use of traditional cigarettes.
This bill is punishment for those of us who use the E-cigarette responsibly.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: elephantswanted@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 12:01:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Wendy Ganiko
Organization: Individual
E-mail: elephantswanted@aol.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: w-sourita@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 3:14:02 AM
Attachments: Stop Hawaii Bill HB2557 and SB2819 .doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Wendy Sourita
Organization: Individual
E-mail: w-sourita@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/7/2012

Comments:
I strongly urge all persons involved in this bill to properly access the true meaning behind this bill and
deny it from passing. I agree that electronic devices should be banned from minors. I disagree with
classifying these devices as a tobbacco product and object to government impossing a high tax on
products that help smokers stop smoking tobacco.
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Stop Hawaii Bill HB2557 and SB2819

I am a former smoker of 1 pack a day for the last 40 years. I am proudly able to say "former" smoker due entirely to the electronic cigarette products sold by Volcano. I have been tobacco free for eighteen months now which is the longest I have been able to do so since I began smoking, I have tried numerous times to quit, but have been met with failure each time despite using several types of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) including nicotine augmented gum, patches, and Zyban. 

I chose e-cigarettes because I knew I SHOULD quit smoking, but didn't really WANT to quit smoking and all previous attempts to quit for more than 6 months had failed. So, this was a win-win option, in this economy, was a HUGE additional incentive. 


I started e-cigarettes with high nicotine level but months later whined myself to No nicotine in my e-cigarettes juice. My e-cigarettes juice contains NO TOBACCO PRODUCTS and the thought of taxing me 70% is a great injustice. A punitive tax like this punishes what they SHOULD consider "good behavior," and removes a huge incentive for smokers to switch to a healthy at alternative.


Tobacco

1. any of a genus (Nicotiana) of chiefly tropical American plants of the nightshade family, with hairy, sticky foliage and long-tubed, white, yellow, greenish, or purple flowers; esp., the species (N. tabacum) now widely cultivated for its leaves 


2. the leaves of certain of these plants, prepared for smoking, chewing, or snuffing 


3. products prepared from these leaves; cigars, cigarettes, snuff, etc. 


4. the use of tobacco for smoking, etc.


The National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health prepared and continues to update a report entitled, "Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®)" which can be read in full at Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®) - National Cancer Institute. There are many significant quotations contained therein related to the negative health effects of smoking both to the smoker and nonsmokers via second hand smoke. It also contains findings related to the use of NRTs for the cessation of smoking. The following are excerpts from that report:

"In the United States, smoking-related illnesses accounted for an estimated 443,000 deaths each year between 2000 and 2004.[1] On average, these deaths occur 12 years earlier than would be expected, so the aggregate annual loss exceeds 5 million life-years.[2] These deaths are primarily due to smoking’s role as a major cause of cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and chronic lung diseases"

"Tobacco products are the single, major avoidable cause of cancer, causing more than 155,000 deaths among smokers in the United States annually due to various cancers."

"Smoking also has substantial effects on the health of nonsmokers. Environmental or secondhand tobacco smoke is implicated in causing lung cancer and coronary heart disease."

“Many health risks related to tobacco smoking can be reduced by smoking cessation. Smokers who quit smoking before age 50 years have up to half the risk of dying within 15 years compared with people who continue to smoke, and the risk of dying is reduced substantially even among persons who stop smoking after age 70 years.[1] The risk of lung cancer is 30% to 50% lower than that of continuing smokers after 10 years of abstinence, and the risk of oral and esophageal cancer is halved within 5 years of cessation.”

It is obvious even to those who are smoking years off of their lives that the harmful effects of tobacco use can be devastating and highly common. As the report states, nearly 443,000 Americans die each year from smoking related illness. It is in the best interest of all Americans that the number of people who smoke tobacco products be reduced as much as possible, as soon as possible and by whatever means necessary within the bounds of common sense and the United States Constitution.

Nicotine is a powerfully addictive drug. Time Magazine reported in a June 24, 2001 article by Christine Gorman entitled, “Why It's So Hard to Quit Smoking” that the relapse rate for those who attempt to quit smoking is 75% which is similar to that of recovering alcoholics and ...... addicts. US Senator Bill Bradley (D) of New Jersey proposed legislation that would require cigarette packages to have a warning label that states, "Smoking is addictive. Once you start you may not be able to stop." Those of us who have tried to quit unsuccessfully regret the day we ever smoked our first cigarette. If the friend who gave me my first cigarette had said to me, “Not only will these things slowly kill you and reduce your quality of life, but you will know that they are doing so and will be unable to stop yourself,” I would have handed it right back.

Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals including 43 known human carcinogens. The vapor produced while using an electronic cigarette contains only 4 main ingredients: United States Pharmacopeia (USP) grade propylene glycol, USP grade vegetable glycerin, USP grade pure nicotine and food grade flavoring agents including many of the same chemicals used to flavor common food products. None of the preceding chemicals are known human carcinogens. Electronic cigarettes contain no organic particulates (smoke) or tar. They do not produce a lingering cloud of foul smelling and eye, nose, throat and lung irritating smoke. They do not cause bad breath and they do not cause staining of the teeth. They do not cause cancer, emphysema or tooth and gum disease. There is no “smoker's cough” associated with the use of electronic cigarettes because there is no particulate matter that collects in the lungs.

Many people, including medical professionals, postulate that the addiction to nicotine is only one of the components of the addiction to smoking. Smokers are also psychologically addicted to the act of smoking itself. This is where electronic cigarettes differ from other NRTs. NRTs such as Nicorette, Nicoderm, lozenges and even inhalers have an unusually high relapse rate. Conversely, anecdotal evidence and some limited scientific studies have shown that the use of electronic cigarettes as a cessation tool has a significantly higher success rate than other NRTs. A smoker feels at ease by the movements of bringing the cigarette to his mouth, taking a puff, feeling the warmth and seeing the smoke exhaled. Electronic cigarettes provide a means of NRT that also meets the criteria of the psychological addiction in addition to the chemical addiction. Many people who use electronic cigarettes are able to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke per day or even quit tobacco entirely immediately after switching to electronic cigarettes. The liquid used in electronic cigarettes can be purchased with varying doses of nicotine or no nicotine at all. This allows a new user to start at the same dose that they would be receiving from tobacco products and gradually reduce the dose over time until they no longer feel as though they need the nicotine at all. After that, they may begin to break themselves of the psychological addiction by reducing the number of times per day they use the electronic cigarette until they no longer feel the need to use it at all.

Even if a person is unable or unwilling to work toward complete cessation of nicotine use or break the psychological addiction to the act of using the device, the important thing to realize is that they are no longer using a product that is known to cause nearly 443,000 deaths per year in America and is a significant risk to public health at large.

I fully support the measure to prohibit the sale of any nicotine containing product to minors. The vast majority of electronic cigarette retailers require age verification prior to purchase and refuse to sell their products, even those products that are nicotine free, to those under the age of 18. I applaud this practice and the show of responsibility those retailers have voluntarily displayed. I do not think any electronic cigarette retailer or consumer would be opposed to a measure that wrote into law a practice that is already being followed.
However, I am in strong opposition to the classifying of electronic cigarettes as “tobacco products” for the purposes of taxation. Electronic cigarettes are in no way, shape or form a tobacco product. They are more closely related to other smoking cessation aids and NRTs such as Nicoderm patches and Nicorette gum. The nicotine delivery system used by electronic cigarettes does in no way involve the burning of chemical laden organic tobacco leaves for the purposes of producing tar which collects in the lungs and transfers nicotine to the bloodstream. Instead, USP grade, hygroscopic, propylene glycol is used to collect water vapor which is inhaled into the lungs or held in the mouth to transfer nicotine into the bloodstream.

It is my opinion that the State of Hawaii and all other States should view the use of electronic cigarettes as a useful tool to help those who are addicted to nicotine discontinue smoking tobacco products. Doing so could indeed lead to a reduction in the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths which would in turn put less strain on the medical industry, health insurance industry and demonstrate that the State takes the basic principles of the inalienable right of all People to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. It could result in the citizens of Hawaii leading longer, higher quality lives free of the dangers associated with inhaling tobacco smoke including those who do not smoke themselves, but rather are exposed to the smoke second hand.

I am unaware of any State or National laws that classify Nicorette, Nicoderm or other NRTs as tobacco products for the purposes of taxation and I see no reason that electronic cigarettes should be singled out in this regard. Doing so will certainly be devastating to the electronic cigarette industry. Due to the nature of electronic cigarette, many users view them as a gadget and thus purchase their supplies via the internet. With a tax on electronic cigarettes equal to that of tobacco cigarettes, Hawaii based electronic cigarette retailers and producers such as Volcano would have absolutely no chance of competing in the marketplace. Customers of Volcano and other Hawaii based retailers would easily switch to a retailer based in another State or even in another country where no such restrictive taxation were present if the cost of electronic cigarette products were to drastically increase as proposed by this measure. Hawaii based retailers would be forced to relocate to other states in order to continue business. The jobs that this new industry has created would be lost and gone from Hawaii. The property, income and sales taxes associated with these companies would be lost to Hawaii.

Most importantly, the State of Hawaii legislature would appear to be making an announcement to the people who call Hawaii home that their representatives do not care that the smokers of Hawaii have found a method to help them discontinue slowly killing themselves and harming their bodies. The measure as presented would declare that the State of Hawaii only wants its residents to put dollars in the treasury whether it be from destroying their health or improving it. I believe that treating the two as equals is not in the best interest of the State or its citizens

I implore each and every one of you to put the lives and well being of your citizens first and the need or desire to collect taxes on a potentially life saving, extending and improving product far behind. Please be brave enough to set the standard for the rest of the Country in showing that you are not willing to allow taxation to prevent people who wish to better themselves from doing so. There is certainly a need to keep nicotine products out of the hands of children and I applaud you for taking steps toward that goal. However, doing so by taxing electronic cigarettes into extinction is not the most prudent way of going about it.


As a Hawaii resident, I urge you to Stop Hawaii Bill HB2557 and SB2819 as it is unjust to smokers who are attempting to smoke a healthier alternative from Tobacco. I am and will always be for underage smoking in which the e-cigarette community is already pursuing on their own to keep underage smokers from buying e-cigarette.


Mahalo, Wendy Sourita


Thank you, for your time.



 
Stop Hawaii Bill HB2557 and SB2819 

 
 
 
I am a former smoker of 1 pack a day for the last 40 years. I am proudly able to say "former" smoker due entirely to the 
electronic cigarette products sold by Volcano. I have been tobacco free for eighteen months now which is the longest I 
have been able to do so since I began smoking, I have tried numerous times to quit, but have been met with failure each 
time despite using several types of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) including nicotine augmented gum, patches, 
and Zyban.  
I chose e-cigarettes because I knew I SHOULD quit smoking, but didn't really WANT to quit smoking and all previous 
attempts to quit for more than 6 months had failed. So, this was a win-win option, in this economy, was a HUGE additional 
incentive.  
I started e-cigarettes with high nicotine level but months later whined myself to No nicotine in my e-cigarettes juice. My e-
cigarettes juice contains NO TOBACCO PRODUCTS and the thought of taxing me 70% is a great injustice. A punitive tax 
like this punishes what they SHOULD consider "good behavior," and removes a huge incentive for smokers to switch to a 
healthy at alternative. 
 

Tobacco 

1. any of a genus (Nicotiana) of chiefly tropical American plants of the nightshade family, with hairy, sticky 
foliage and long-tubed, white, yellow, greenish, or purple flowers; esp., the species (N. tabacum) now 
widely cultivated for its leaves  

2. the leaves of certain of these plants, prepared for smoking, chewing, or snuffing  
3. products prepared from these leaves; cigars, cigarettes, snuff, etc.  
4. the use of tobacco for smoking, etc. 

 
The National Cancer Institute at the National Institutes of Health prepared and continues to update a report entitled, 
"Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks and How to Quit (PDQ®)" which can be read in full at Cigarette Smoking: Health Risks 
and How to Quit (PDQ®) - National Cancer Institute. There are many significant quotations contained therein related to 
the negative health effects of smoking both to the smoker and nonsmokers via second hand smoke. It also contains 
findings related to the use of NRTs for the cessation of smoking. The following are excerpts from that report: 
 
"In the United States, smoking-related illnesses accounted for an estimated 443,000 deaths each year between 2000 and 
2004.[1] On average, these deaths occur 12 years earlier than would be expected, so the aggregate annual loss exceeds 
5 million life-years.[2] These deaths are primarily due to smoking’s role as a major cause of cancer, cardiovascular 
diseases, and chronic lung diseases" 
 
"Tobacco products are the single, major avoidable cause of cancer, causing more than 155,000 deaths among smokers in 
the United States annually due to various cancers." 
 
"Smoking also has substantial effects on the health of nonsmokers. Environmental or secondhand tobacco smoke is 
implicated in causing lung cancer and coronary heart disease." 
 
“Many health risks related to tobacco smoking can be reduced by smoking cessation. Smokers who quit smoking before 
age 50 years have up to half the risk of dying within 15 years compared with people who continue to smoke, and the risk 
of dying is reduced substantially even among persons who stop smoking after age 70 years.[1] The risk of lung cancer is 
30% to 50% lower than that of continuing smokers after 10 years of abstinence, and the risk of oral and esophageal 
cancer is halved within 5 years of cessation.” 
 
It is obvious even to those who are smoking years off of their lives that the harmful effects of tobacco use can be 
devastating and highly common. As the report states, nearly 443,000 Americans die each year from smoking related 
illness. It is in the best interest of all Americans that the number of people who smoke tobacco products be reduced as 
much as possible, as soon as possible and by whatever means necessary within the bounds of common sense and the 
United States Constitution. 
 
Nicotine is a powerfully addictive drug. Time Magazine reported in a June 24, 2001 article by Christine Gorman entitled, 
“Why It's So Hard to Quit Smoking” that the relapse rate for those who attempt to quit smoking is 75% which is similar to 
that of recovering alcoholics and ...... addicts. US Senator Bill Bradley (D) of New Jersey proposed legislation that would 
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require cigarette packages to have a warning label that states, "Smoking is addictive. Once you start you may not be able 
to stop." Those of us who have tried to quit unsuccessfully regret the day we ever smoked our first cigarette. If the friend 
who gave me my first cigarette had said to me, “Not only will these things slowly kill you and reduce your quality of life, but 
you will know that they are doing so and will be unable to stop yourself,” I would have handed it right back. 
 
Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals including 43 known human carcinogens. The vapor produced while using 
an electronic cigarette contains only 4 main ingredients: United States Pharmacopeia (USP) grade propylene glycol, USP 
grade vegetable glycerin, USP grade pure nicotine and food grade flavoring agents including many of the same chemicals 
used to flavor common food products. None of the preceding chemicals are known human carcinogens. Electronic 
cigarettes contain no organic particulates (smoke) or tar. They do not produce a lingering cloud of foul smelling and eye, 
nose, throat and lung irritating smoke. They do not cause bad breath and they do not cause staining of the teeth. They do 
not cause cancer, emphysema or tooth and gum disease. There is no “smoker's cough” associated with the use of 
electronic cigarettes because there is no particulate matter that collects in the lungs. 
 
Many people, including medical professionals, postulate that the addiction to nicotine is only one of the components of the 
addiction to smoking. Smokers are also psychologically addicted to the act of smoking itself. This is where electronic 
cigarettes differ from other NRTs. NRTs such as Nicorette, Nicoderm, lozenges and even inhalers have an unusually high 
relapse rate. Conversely, anecdotal evidence and some limited scientific studies have shown that the use of electronic 
cigarettes as a cessation tool has a significantly higher success rate than other NRTs. A smoker feels at ease by the 
movements of bringing the cigarette to his mouth, taking a puff, feeling the warmth and seeing the smoke exhaled. 
Electronic cigarettes provide a means of NRT that also meets the criteria of the psychological addiction in addition to the 
chemical addiction. Many people who use electronic cigarettes are able to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke 
per day or even quit tobacco entirely immediately after switching to electronic cigarettes. The liquid used in electronic 
cigarettes can be purchased with varying doses of nicotine or no nicotine at all. This allows a new user to start at the 
same dose that they would be receiving from tobacco products and gradually reduce the dose over time until they no 
longer feel as though they need the nicotine at all. After that, they may begin to break themselves of the psychological 
addiction by reducing the number of times per day they use the electronic cigarette until they no longer feel the need to 
use it at all. 
 
Even if a person is unable or unwilling to work toward complete cessation of nicotine use or break the psychological 
addiction to the act of using the device, the important thing to realize is that they are no longer using a product that is 
known to cause nearly 443,000 deaths per year in America and is a significant risk to public health at large. 
 
I fully support the measure to prohibit the sale of any nicotine containing product to minors. The vast majority of electronic 
cigarette retailers require age verification prior to purchase and refuse to sell their products, even those products that are 
nicotine free, to those under the age of 18. I applaud this practice and the show of responsibility those retailers have 
voluntarily displayed. I do not think any electronic cigarette retailer or consumer would be opposed to a measure that 
wrote into law a practice that is already being followed. 
However, I am in strong opposition to the classifying of electronic cigarettes as “tobacco products” for the purposes of 
taxation. Electronic cigarettes are in no way, shape or form a tobacco product. They are more closely related to other 
smoking cessation aids and NRTs such as Nicoderm patches and Nicorette gum. The nicotine delivery system used by 
electronic cigarettes does in no way involve the burning of chemical laden organic tobacco leaves for the purposes of 
producing tar which collects in the lungs and transfers nicotine to the bloodstream. Instead, USP grade, hygroscopic, 
propylene glycol is used to collect water vapor which is inhaled into the lungs or held in the mouth to transfer nicotine into 
the bloodstream. 
 
It is my opinion that the State of Hawaii and all other States should view the use of electronic cigarettes as a useful tool to 
help those who are addicted to nicotine discontinue smoking tobacco products. Doing so could indeed lead to a reduction 
in the number of smoking related illnesses and deaths which would in turn put less strain on the medical industry, health 
insurance industry and demonstrate that the State takes the basic principles of the inalienable right of all People to Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. It could result in the citizens of Hawaii leading longer, higher quality lives free of the 
dangers associated with inhaling tobacco smoke including those who do not smoke themselves, but rather are exposed to 
the smoke second hand. 
 
I am unaware of any State or National laws that classify Nicorette, Nicoderm or other NRTs as tobacco products for the 
purposes of taxation and I see no reason that electronic cigarettes should be singled out in this regard. Doing so will 
certainly be devastating to the electronic cigarette industry. Due to the nature of electronic cigarette, many users view 
them as a gadget and thus purchase their supplies via the internet. With a tax on electronic cigarettes equal to that of 
tobacco cigarettes, Hawaii based electronic cigarette retailers and producers such as Volcano would have absolutely no 
chance of competing in the marketplace. Customers of Volcano and other Hawaii based retailers would easily switch to a 
retailer based in another State or even in another country where no such restrictive taxation were present if the cost of 
electronic cigarette products were to drastically increase as proposed by this measure. Hawaii based retailers would be 



forced to relocate to other states in order to continue business. The jobs that this new industry has created would be lost 
and gone from Hawaii. The property, income and sales taxes associated with these companies would be lost to Hawaii. 
 
Most importantly, the State of Hawaii legislature would appear to be making an announcement to the people who call 
Hawaii home that their representatives do not care that the smokers of Hawaii have found a method to help them 
discontinue slowly killing themselves and harming their bodies. The measure as presented would declare that the State of 
Hawaii only wants its residents to put dollars in the treasury whether it be from destroying their health or improving it. I 
believe that treating the two as equals is not in the best interest of the State or its citizens 
 
I implore each and every one of you to put the lives and well being of your citizens first and the need or desire to collect 
taxes on a potentially life saving, extending and improving product far behind. Please be brave enough to set the standard 
for the rest of the Country in showing that you are not willing to allow taxation to prevent people who wish to better 
themselves from doing so. There is certainly a need to keep nicotine products out of the hands of children and I applaud 
you for taking steps toward that goal. However, doing so by taxing electronic cigarettes into extinction is not the most 
prudent way of going about it. 
 
As a Hawaii resident, I urge you to Stop Hawaii Bill HB2557 and SB2819 as it is unjust to smokers who are attempting 
to smoke a healthier alternative from Tobacco. I am and will always be for underage smoking in which the e-cigarette 
community is already pursuing on their own to keep underage smokers from buying e-cigarette. 
 
Mahalo, Wendy Sourita 
Thank you, for your time. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: highlife808@live.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 9:39:40 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: wesley sui
Organization: Individual
E-mail: highlife808@live.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Iam 27 years old and have been smoking regular cigarettes for 13 years. Two years ago i started
smoking E-cigarettes and have been able to quit regular cigarettes and have not turned back since. I
believe that E-cigarettes are the only safe and sure way to quit. If this bill passes then I will be forced
to go back to regular cigarettes and spend 3000 dollars or more a year.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wglowrey815@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 6:16:23 PM
Attachments: ecig ban.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Will Lowrey
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wglowrey815@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Think about your people before your wallets on this one.
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Dear Hawaii State Legislators, 


     Labeling electronic cigarettes as a “tobacco product” seems like a cheap move and unfair move. If governments really want its citizens to quit smoking real tobacco cigarettes and have found a way to do so in an easy to use and as far as we know safe way, why would you punish them? Is it because without a legion of smokers you would lose the extra change in your pocket so you must find a new way to harass this crowd with taxes? I'm not from Hawaii, but I can see this bill becoming a danger to other states if it is passed. If you would like to know where I hail from, that would be Mississippi and if a backwoods redneck such as myself can appreciate the marvel of these devices, then surely educated politicians such as yourselves can too. I have been cigarette free for over a year now thanks to electronic cigarettes. My house no longer smells horrible, I don't have burn marks on my clothing anymore, my teethe and finger nails have gotten visibly whiter, and I have not been sick since I've quit. Those are a few of the benefits of these electronic cigarettes. With so many positive possibilities, why must you attempt to stop this innovation? If you truly want to tax electronic cigarettes then it would only be fair to tax nicotine gum, patches, and inhalers prescribed by doctors as they are basically the same thing as electronic cigarettes – nicotine delivery systems. I can say one thing for sure, Hawaii doesn't seem that far from the Deep South in terms of intelligence to me anymore. 


Warmest Mahalo,


Will Lowrey




Dear Hawaii State Legislators,  
 
     Labeling electronic cigarettes as a “tobacco product” seems like a cheap move and unfair move. If 
governments really want its citizens to quit smoking real tobacco cigarettes and have found a way to do 
so in an easy to use and as far as we know safe way, why would you punish them? Is it because without 
a legion of smokers you would lose the extra change in your pocket so you must find a new way to 
harass this crowd with taxes? I'm not from Hawaii, but I can see this bill becoming a danger to other 
states if it is passed. If you would like to know where I hail from, that would be Mississippi and if a 
backwoods redneck such as myself can appreciate the marvel of these devices, then surely educated 
politicians such as yourselves can too. I have been cigarette free for over a year now thanks to 
electronic cigarettes. My house no longer smells horrible, I don't have burn marks on my clothing 
anymore, my teethe and finger nails have gotten visibly whiter, and I have not been sick since I've quit. 
Those are a few of the benefits of these electronic cigarettes. With so many positive possibilities, why 
must you attempt to stop this innovation? If you truly want to tax electronic cigarettes then it would 
only be fair to tax nicotine gum, patches, and inhalers prescribed by doctors as they are basically the 
same thing as electronic cigarettes – nicotine delivery systems. I can say one thing for sure, Hawaii 
doesn't seem that far from the Deep South in terms of intelligence to me anymore.  
 
Warmest Mahalo, 
Will Lowrey 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: caseywk@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:41:51 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Casey
Organization: Individual
E-mail: caseywk@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
I'm trying to quit smoking tobacco cigarettes and tried many of the available NRTs which have not
helped.  The ecig has been the best product thus far.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bill.clark@volcanodistribution.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 12:56:32 AM
Attachments: Oppostion to SB2819.doc

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William T Clark
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bill.clark@volcanodistribution.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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Testimony OPPOSING Hawaii SB2819


William T Clark


Hampton VA


I agree 100% with banning the sales of e-cigarettes to minors.  This is definitely the responsible coarse of action.  These are adult products and should remain so, in fact many companies already prohibit the sales to minors.  However, the amending of taxation within this bill is not only deceptive but also appalling.  Shame to those who would attach such greed motivated taxes to this and then suggest it is for health reasons.  


As stated in the bill “there is very little known about the long


 term health effects of the use of electronic


 cigarettes or the vapors given off.


”  I can also speak for myself and my own health since I've been using a Volcano brand e-cigarette sold from your state.  I smoked traditional tobacco for 12 years, and because of Volcano I have been tobacco free for 6 months.  My dentist has noticed a drastic improvement in my dental health.  I have noticed an improvement in my breathing, stamina, and overall health.  I feel better, motivated, and more productive since I gave up tobacco and made the switch.


Like many others, I have purchased many products from your Hawaii based Ecig company and have recommended others to do so.  If its state revenue your after, then this bill is certainly self destructive to your states economy and local business.  You will force thousands of customers else where in the ecig market.


The taxation of all products associated with e-cigarettes is just as absurd as taxing lighters because they may be used to light a cigarette.  These products are no different then nicotine gums, patches, or inhalers designed to help you quit traditional tobacco.  Within the bill I also find one paragragh in particular absurd and insulting: “Therefore, due to 1) the known health risks


 of tobacco, 2 ) the tobacco industry's


 historical targeting of youth, and 3) the


 similarity of purpose and effect to


 traditional tobacco cigarettes, generally


 considered a 'Igateway" substance to other


 (including illegal) substances


”   


1.) Ecigs are not  “tobacco” traditional tobacco is generally consumed via harmful combustion methods. 2.) I personally have never seen an Ecig company target minors... but the traditional cigarettes still have “Joe Camel” telling me how cool they are.  Ecigs are too new to blindly state any historical targeting facts.  Please get the facts straight, and do the research as many of us have done before we switched.


If you ask the people on the street they will tell you Ecigs are anything but big tobacco, in fact they are anti big tobacco.  This bill, if approved as is, has the potential to kill an exploding market that is rising up against the big tobacco companies. 


Thank You


William Clark


Hampton VA


“Smoke free since July 2012”


Below are some quick facts about ecigs:


What is in the “E-liquid”?


Nicotine (optional)


Base  (and/or propylene glycol, glycerin, polyethylene glycol)


Flavorings (i.e. menthol, mint, coffee, strawberry)


Nicotine


Nicotine is an alkaloid found in the nightshade family of plants (Solanaceae) that constitutes approximately 0.6–3.0% of the dry weight of tobacco.  Solanaceae are a family of flowering plants
 that include a number of important agricultural crops such as potatoes and tomatoes.  Historically, nicotine has not been regarded as a carcinogen and the IARC has not evaluated nicotine in its standalone form and assigned it to an official carcinogen group. While no epidemiological evidence supports that nicotine alone acts as a carcinogen in the formation of human cancer.


Bases


Flavors and nicotine are dissolved in hygroscopic components, which turn the water in the solution into a smoke-like vapor when heated. Commonly used hygroscopic components include propylene glycol, vegetable glycerin, and polyethylene glycol 400 (often sold under the abbreviations PG, VG, and PEG 400, respectively).


Safety of liquid bases 


All three liquid bases are common food additives used in a variety of pharmaceutical formulations. Propylene glycol, the current dominating liquid base, has been utilized in asthma inhalers and nebulizers since the 1950s, and because of its water-retaining properties, is the compound of choice for delivering atomized medication. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) includes propylene glycol on its list of substances Generally Recognized as Safe (GRAS), and it meets the requirements of acceptable compounds within Title 21 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
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William T Clark 

Hampton VA 

 

 

 

I agree 100% with banning the sales of e-cigarettes to minors.  This is definitely the responsible 

coarse of action.  These are adult products and should remain so, in fact many companies already 

prohibit the sales to minors.  However, the amending of taxation within this bill is not only 

deceptive but also appalling.  Shame to those who would attach such greed motivated taxes to this 

and then suggest it is for health reasons.   

 

As stated in the bill “there is very little known about the long 
 term health effects of the use of electronic 
 cigarettes or the vapors given off. 
”  I can also speak for myself and my own health since I've been using a Volcano brand e-cigarette 

sold from your state.  I smoked traditional tobacco for 12 years, and because of Volcano I have been 

tobacco free for 6 months.  My dentist has noticed a drastic improvement in my dental health.  I 

have noticed an improvement in my breathing, stamina, and overall health.  I feel better, motivated, 

and more productive since I gave up tobacco and made the switch. 

 

Like many others, I have purchased many products from your Hawaii based Ecig company and have 

recommended others to do so.  If its state revenue your after, then this bill is certainly self 

destructive to your states economy and local business.  You will force thousands of customers else 

where in the ecig market. 

 

The taxation of all products associated with e-cigarettes is just as absurd as taxing lighters because 

they may be used to light a cigarette.  These products are no different then nicotine gums, patches, 

or inhalers designed to help you quit traditional tobacco.  Within the bill I also find one paragragh in 

particular absurd and insulting: “Therefore, due to 1) the known health risks 
 of tobacco, 2 ) the tobacco industry's 
 historical targeting of youth, and 3) the 
 similarity of purpose and effect to 
 traditional tobacco cigarettes, generally 
 considered a 'Igateway" substance to other 
 (including illegal) substances 
”    

1.) Ecigs are not  “tobacco” traditional tobacco is generally consumed via harmful combustion 

methods. 2.) I personally have never seen an Ecig company target minors... but the traditional 

cigarettes still have “Joe Camel” telling me how cool they are.  Ecigs are too new to blindly state 

any historical targeting facts.  Please get the facts straight, and do the research as many of us have 

done before we switched. 

 



If you ask the people on the street they will tell you Ecigs are anything but big tobacco, in fact they 

are anti big tobacco.  This bill, if approved as is, has the potential to kill an exploding market that is 

rising up against the big tobacco companies.  

 

Thank You 

William Clark 

Hampton VA 

“Smoke free since July 2012” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are some quick facts about ecigs: 

 

What is in the “E-liquid”? 

 

Nicotine (optional) 

Base  (and/or propylene glycol, glycerin, polyethylene glycol) 

Flavorings (i.e. menthol, mint, coffee, strawberry) 

 

Nicotine 

Nicotine is an 1 found in the nightshade family of plants (Solanaceae) that constitutes approximately 

0.6–3.0% of the dry weight of tobacco.  Solanaceae are a family of flowering plants} that include a 

number of important agricultural crops such as potatoes and tomatoes.  Historically, nicotine has 

not been regarded as a carcinogen and the IARC has not evaluated nicotine in its standalone form 

and assigned it to an official carcinogen group. While no epidemiological evidence supports that 

nicotine alone acts as a carcinogen in the formation of human cancer. 

Bases 

Flavors and nicotine are dissolved in hygroscopic components, which turn the water in the solution 

into a smoke-like vapor when heated. Commonly used hygroscopic components include propylene 

glycol, vegetable glycerin, and polyethylene glycol 400 (often sold under the abbreviations PG, VG, 

and PEG 400, respectively). 

Safety of liquid bases  

All three liquid bases are common food additives used in a variety of pharmaceutical formulations. 

Propylene glycol, the current dominating liquid base, has been utilized in asthma inhalers and 

nebulizers since the 1950s, and because of its water-retaining properties, is the compound of choice 

for delivering atomized medication. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) includes 
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propylene glycol on its list of substances Generally Recognized as Safe (GRAS), and it meets the 

requirements of acceptable compounds within Title 21 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
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Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Hanna
Organization: Individual
E-mail: whanna.itt@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
Please rethink this bill in relation to personal vaporizers.  There is no legitimate behavioral or scientific
excuse to add punitive tax rates to what are commonly known as &quot;e-cigarettes&quot;.
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To Whom It May Concern Regarding SB2819:

I am submitting this to you, based upon the fact that some people are either unwilling or unable to realize that personal vaporizers (commonly known as e-cigarettes) are not in fact a tobacco product and are not smoking.  The bill SB2819 is a perfect example of a bill that has not been properly vetted or adequately researched, and could actually cause a change in favor of undesirable behavior that previous legislation was intended to prevent.  There is strong science to show that in fact, unlike cigarettes, that there is no nicotine or any other harmful substance that is emitted as a second-hand “smoke” (actually vapor) from a personal vaporizer the way that cigarettes produce smoke as the only substance that is exposed from exhaling is pure water vapor.  In addition, while I understand that it is politically popular to tie any measure to smoking, vaporizing (vaping) has been shown to be a completely different and far healthier means of avoiding most of the harmful effects of smoking by avoiding the combustion of tobacco.  


I have no objection regarding limiting the sale to individuals over the age of 18, since that is already done by all businesses associated with the industry in accordance with laws that are already in existence.  However, this bill is little but a thinly disguised attempt to increase revenue without the thin justification of damage to your own or other people’s health through the act of smoking tobacco since most of those have been removed.  I believe that someone has simply heard the term electronic cigarette and has failed to properly research the fact that it has very little in common with a cigarette in either health ramifications or in anything other than the name and appearance of the devices.  


The text of the bill as it is currently written makes it obvious that little or no research has been done by the author of the bill, and that therefore you will be voting upon a bill based upon data that is incorrect if you support this additional tax burden.  It is simply unacceptable for legislators to vote upon a device based upon its name without first researching how it works, and that is precisely what you are proposing to do.

In conclusion, I strongly urge you to reconsider your language and to strike the additional tax burden from this bill being proposed for those using personal vaporizers.  This is indeed a major issue where it appears you are simply looking for a way to replace revenue lost from people doing exactly what your previous legislation was intended to do, looking for safer and healthier alternatives to their former smoking habits.  If you decide to place this type of tax burden upon them, then they might as well go back to the more satisfying (if far less healthy for themselves and all around them) act of smoking cigarettes instead.


Sincerely,


William D. Hanna




To Whom It May Concern Regarding SB2819: 
 
I am submitting this to you, based upon the fact that some people are either unwilling or 
unable to realize that personal vaporizers (commonly known as e-cigarettes) are not in 
fact a tobacco product and are not smoking.  The bill SB2819 is a perfect example of a 
bill that has not been properly vetted or adequately researched, and could actually cause a 
change in favor of undesirable behavior that previous legislation was intended to prevent.  
There is strong science to show that in fact, unlike cigarettes, that there is no nicotine or 
any other harmful substance that is emitted as a second-hand “smoke” (actually vapor) 
from a personal vaporizer the way that cigarettes produce smoke as the only substance 
that is exposed from exhaling is pure water vapor.  In addition, while I understand that it 
is politically popular to tie any measure to smoking, vaporizing (vaping) has been shown 
to be a completely different and far healthier means of avoiding most of the harmful 
effects of smoking by avoiding the combustion of tobacco.   
 
I have no objection regarding limiting the sale to individuals over the age of 18, since that 
is already done by all businesses associated with the industry in accordance with laws 
that are already in existence.  However, this bill is little but a thinly disguised attempt to 
increase revenue without the thin justification of damage to your own or other people’s 
health through the act of smoking tobacco since most of those have been removed.  I 
believe that someone has simply heard the term electronic cigarette and has failed to 
properly research the fact that it has very little in common with a cigarette in either health 
ramifications or in anything other than the name and appearance of the devices.   
 
The text of the bill as it is currently written makes it obvious that little or no research has 
been done by the author of the bill, and that therefore you will be voting upon a bill based 
upon data that is incorrect if you support this additional tax burden.  It is simply 
unacceptable for legislators to vote upon a device based upon its name without first 
researching how it works, and that is precisely what you are proposing to do. 
 
In conclusion, I strongly urge you to reconsider your language and to strike the additional 
tax burden from this bill being proposed for those using personal vaporizers.  This is 
indeed a major issue where it appears you are simply looking for a way to replace 
revenue lost from people doing exactly what your previous legislation was intended to 
do, looking for safer and healthier alternatives to their former smoking habits.  If you 
decide to place this type of tax burden upon them, then they might as well go back to the 
more satisfying (if far less healthy for themselves and all around them) act of smoking 
cigarettes instead. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William D. Hanna 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wmoore808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 4:33:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Moore
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wmoore808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
After 30 years of smoking, I was given a gift of an electronic cigarette kit from my wife, and was finally
able to quit smoking.  I have tried every possible method to quit, but this is the first to work.  A prime
motivator is the cost savings.  This bill would eliminate that motivator, and would be detrimental to the
health of our citizens.

I strongly urge you to defeat this bill. If you are serious about helping people to quit smoking, you will
defeat this.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: wcr_usa@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:13:17 AM
Attachments: Tobacco tax law proposal statement.docx

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Ratliff
Organization: Individual
E-mail: wcr_usa@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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Altering tax laws to classify personal vaporizers or electronic cigarettes is patently absurd. I can think of no legitimate reason that it should be classified as a tobacco product and many reasons why it shouldn’t. Let’s start with the most obvious reason it should not suffer the excessive taxes that you propose.

1) It contains no tobacco. In fact, the only reason that this topic has even been raised is that the liquid used in personal vaporizers may contain nicotine. Note the phrase, “may contain”, because under your proposed tax, even that tenuous similarity vanishes because many people, me included, do not use nicotine in a personal vaporizer. Even when the juice does contain nicotine it may or may not have been extracted from the tobacco plant. This would be equivalent to taxing shredded chewing gum in the same fashion as you would chewing tobacco.

2) The most consistent reasons commonly cited for taxing tobacco products is that it reduces overall tobacco use, which in turn results in a healthier populous. Considering there has been no testing, government or otherwise, to support the claim that personal vaporizers are harmful to your health at all and certainly nothing to suggest that they are more harmful than nicotine patches which are not taxed as tobacco products. Let me make this point again. Nicotine patches, are not taxed as tobacco products so why should a device which contains nothing but a battery and heating element be taxed as a tobacco product, accordingly, why tax even the liquid which happen to contain nicotine as a tobacco product?

3) [bookmark: _GoBack]In a time when the national economy struggles, in a state with the highest cost of living and one of the highest tax rates in the nation, you want to take a source of revenue that’s growing quickly as a more convenient, acceptable and potentially healthier alternative and tax it identically to a source of revenue that has been systematically and intentionally forced into declination by government intervention for decades. How does this make sense for the local economy? If you take this alternative away, you will see an even more profound reduction in revenue from both tobacco and personal vaporizers as the incentive for many people to embrace this healthier alternative is cost. If your goal is to force your state population to stop ingesting nicotine, then your tax will effectively accomplish this. If your goal is to encourage spending, economic growth of a young industry and make your state attractive to people looking for a less draconian local government, you need to stop this bill now.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: william.riley.land@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:51:08 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Riley-Land
Organization: Individual
E-mail: william.riley.land@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
Banning the sale to minors -- all for that.  However, Volcano eCigarettes helped me quit smoking after
ten years, partly through non-nicotine vapor types, and partly through the nicotine containing types. 
Now I use neither cigarettes nor eCigarettes.  I don't think I could have afforded the price of switching
from tobacco if the eCigarettes were taxed at the same rate as regular cigarettes.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bilirobi@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 9:12:53 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Robillard
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bilirobi@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:
Why tax a product that is helping so many people? I have used various makers of e-cigs and owe my
health to them since I have never had a cigarette in over 2.5 years. A 75% tax will only discourage
potential new and current users of the product and cost the State more in medical bills.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: deepblip2126@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 7:31:06 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: william robison
Organization: Individual
E-mail: deepblip2126@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alohapili2001@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 4:21:26 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William Seemann
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alohapili2001@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
I urge you to not pass SB2819. The electronic cigarette is not a tobacco product and should not be
treated as such. I quit smoking using the e-cig and I am now healthier and am not spending $10 a day
on cigarettes. The e-cig is an alternative to smoking with no known side effects. They are not a
&quot;sin&quot; &amp; should not sin-taxed.

Thank you for not passing sb2819

William L. Seemann

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:alohapili2001@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gagagagasser@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 4:35:16 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: zach
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gagagagasser@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: zac.owen@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:13:33 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Zachary Owen
Organization: Individual
E-mail: zac.owen@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
     I have been a smoker for 16 years and within the past three months have switched to
&quot;vaping&quot; with an e-cig. I am happy in that I have not regressed to smoking tobacco
products during that three months, and have even seen physical improvements and an increased
activity level. True this is not a smoking cessation product, but it worked for me and I hope to never go
back.
     Your proposal to tax &quot;e-cig&quot; related items would increase the cost back to (or above)
traditional tobacco cigarettes. This proposal shows me that the government is only concerned about
revenue generated from taxing sales, and not the health benefits, that while not proven are evident to
me and the other people I know who have made the switch. I've come to the opinion that the
outrageous taxes on tobacco and alcohol are not to deter sales and promote health, but because you
know that people will keep paying because of their addiction.
     Please prevent a quality American-made product from being moved overseas. Find another way to
make your funds. Better yet, live within your means and stop beating down the innovation of hard
working Americans.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: zpolanski808@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 12:09:16 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: zbigniew polanski
Organization: Individual
E-mail: zpolanski808@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: zalferd2010@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:22:04 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Oppose
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Zeb Alferd
Organization: Individual
E-mail: zalferd2010@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: funhawaiian3@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:59:57 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Allan Thorstad
Organization: Individual
E-mail: funhawaiian3@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
 I have artial problems that cigarettes made worse.Quiting through ecigarettes is the best way to quit.As
many Dr.s say it isn't nicotine that causes artery problems,it's how it's transfered.The steam nicotine has
put my blood tests to were a person who never smoked would be!
 I agree that young children shouldn't be allowed to use ecigarettes!I do believe taxing ecigarettes as
you would cigarettes will have a negitive effect.People will go back to cigarettes.Ecigarettes are the best
thing to have come around to beat cigarettes!Please don't tax them.They help so many &amp; no
second hand problems.They have totally changed my life &amp; my Dr.says that they have changed my
life time!
Thank you.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: alanza@lllinsurancebrokerage.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 9:23:24 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position:
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: antoinette lanza
Organization: Individual
E-mail: alanza@lllinsurancebrokerage.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:
Adding e-cigarettes to the tobacco tax will limit the use of the live saving devices to the public. Please
reconsider the tax.. but by all means keep them away from those underage.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gagemon@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 7:55:17 PM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Gage Adrian
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gagemon@gmail.com
Submitted on: 1/30/2012

Comments:
While restricting the sale of nicotine-containing &quot;e-juices&quot; (liquids composed generally of:
Propylene Glycol, a general use humectant [absorbs moisture]; some assorted flavoring such as fruit, or
menthol; and OPTIONALLY nicotine) and nicotine-containing &quot;cartomizers&quot; (prefilled
containers of the liquid) is a good direction to pursue, the taxing of these products as tobacco is entirely
incorrect, as well as misleading and unfair.
These are not tobacco products.
The assorted paraphernalia (batteries, atomizers, cartomizers, etc) should not be restricted or taxed
either.

If anyone is unaware, the difference between a tobacco cigarette and an e-cig is simple.
In a tobacco cigarette you are igniting and burning plant matter; creating smoke. This smoke contains
the desired nicotine as well as many harmful other tars and toxins.
In an e-cig you are making a very fine vapor/mist out of liquid (potentially intentionally containing
nicotine but that is by no means a requirement) by heating a metal coil.

While nicotine itself is bad for the body, an e-cigarette with nicotine-containing e-juice is a much
healthier ALTERNATIVE to smoking as it doesn't contain the harmful tars and so on.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: joescool33@aol.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 8:32:31 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: joe
Organization: Individual
E-mail: joescool33@aol.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
Do not let is pass that's not fair when they find a sloution to quite smokeing they allvway put it down
because they do not  want to people to quite smoking they want to make the money and then Wach
them die (asshole)  so If u have half a brain u will not pass it its better for people to smoke then the
carp that is in cigarettes so do not pass it if u can find find something wrong with it then let us know
and we will stop by in this product 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: dokpixel@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 6:08:11 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Maddoktor2
Organization: Individual
E-mail: dokpixel@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 1/31/2012

Comments:
SOYLENT BATTERIES ARE TOBACCO!

(Which makes just as much sense as this idiotic bill...)

Do I have your attention, now? Good. Read on:

The wording in this bill is too vague. It means that flashlight and cellphone batteries are also technically
subject to this unreasonable tax because either can be used to build eCig mods.
Classifying things that don't contain nicotine as cigarettes is greedy, inane, and poorly thought out at
best.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: bauerntochter@att.net
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 8:59:48 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Patricia Corey
Organization: Individual
E-mail: bauerntochter@att.net
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
My name is Patricia Corey. I am currently a resident of Honolulu, Hawaii.

I am a frequent customer with Volcano eCigs and in the past Dream eCigs both located in Honolulu.

I AM a former one pack per day smoker of 40 years plus. I was able to successfully accomplish this due
to the electronic cigarette and products that I purchased here locally in Honolulu.

First of all I would like to make my purpose very clear regarding the subject of SB2819, I FULLY
support banning minors however my support stops there, period! I strongly oppose classifying electronic
cigarettes as “tobacco products.” The liquid I am currently using to kick my pack per day smoking habit
contains absolutely NO TOBACCO!

There is no doubt in my mind that nicotine is highly addictive otherwise I would have stopped smoking
years ago. Taxing local business an absurd amount of tax is not only preposterous but it appears Hawaii
lawmakers are speaking from both sides of their mouths.

Do you not realize KITV (not exclusive) airs non smoking ads basically non stop throughout the day and
evening promoting nicotine patches, nicotine gum and other  types of Nicotine Replacement Therapy…
FREE OF CHARGE, I might add. Yet to my knowledge there is not a tax on the NRT.

So as it appears to the Hawaii locals there is more to SB2819 than what our local lawmakers are
disclosing.

Hawaii lawmakers are coming across not only to our locals but our visitors and across the United States
that Hawaii cares only for money and definitely not about the health and air we breathe. Not to mention
the revenue the local business generates not only locally but also from sales on the Internet.

I implore Hawaii’s lawmakers to fully research and investigate electronic cigarettes and products but
please remove the tax portion from SB2819.

Lawmakers please help the Hawaii people kick the nasty cigarette habit and keep our Paradise air
cleaner and “butt” free. Let Hawaii become number 1 in helping smokers “kick the habit.”

Please do not force our local businesses to close their doors. Thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to read my plea.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: WAM Testimony
Cc: gordon_randy_l@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2819 on 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM
Date: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 5:14:55 AM

Testimony for WAM 2/8/2012 9:00:00 AM SB2819

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Comments Only
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Randy L. Gordon
Organization: Individual
E-mail: gordon_randy_l@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/1/2012

Comments:
Of course a product containing Nicotine should be regulated and not sold to minors that is apparent on
the face of it. Now should it be taxed the same as tobacco? No. This is merely an attempt to increase
revenue by lumping two completely different products together.
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