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February 4, 2012 
 
To: The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair, Jo Maile Shimabukuro, Vice Chair, 
   and Members of the House Committee on Human Services 
 
 
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2012 
Time: 10:15 a.m.  
Place: Conference Room 016, State Capitol 
 
From: Dwight Y. Takamine, Director 
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
 

 
 

 
 

Re:  S.B. No. 2278 Relating to Labor 

SB2278 requires DLIR to make available for certain establishments a poster that 
provides specific information about human trafficking, including the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center hotline, and establishes penalties for 
violations of the posting requirement.   

I. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION  

 
DLIR is supportive of efforts to combat human trafficking, however, the department 
feels it is not the appropriate agency to develop and disseminate posters as 
required in the measure—currently the department only makes required labor law 
posters available. DLIR is supportive of adding a poster as described in the 
measure for employers in the same manner as required in other labor law sections 
of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) 
 

II. 
Various sections of the HRS require employers to post labor law information in 
their establishments where employees work in conspicuous places so employees 
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may readily observe the information. 
DLIR does not provide posters unrelated to employment. 
 

III. COMMENTS ON THE SENATE BILL
The department notes that the measure does not contain an appropriation for the 
costs of developing the posters in the languages currently required under the 
Voting Rights Act (P.L. No. 89-110). If the department is required to develop 
posters in Chinese, Korean, Ilocano and Japanese, then the department requests 
consideration of funds to do so. Moreover, if the intent of this measure includes 
reaching the victims of human trafficking, who most often speak languages other 
than the ones required in the bill, then the department questions using the criteria 
contained in the Voting Rights Act.  

  

 
The department questions whether the fines contained in this measure are 
commensurate with the failure to abide by a posting requirement. Some labor law 
posting requirements entail sanctions for violations including fines, others do not 
include sanctions. Some DLIR programs offer information via postings without a 
statutory requirement.  
 
DLIR notes that currently, due to budget constraints, the department mostly makes 
posters available via its public website for employers and employees to print or 
view and supports making a poster available to employers in that same manner as 
prescribed in the measure. 
 
In summary, DLIR is supportive of adding a poster as described in the measure for 
employers only, in the same manner as required in other labor law sections of the 
Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TESTIMONY 
 
Harm Reduction Hawaii 
c/o 1658 Liholiho St #205 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 
 
To the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor  
Regarding SB2278 relating to posting of notices and fines 
To be heard Tuesday February 7 at 10:15 AM in conference room 016. 
 
Dear Senators: 
 Oppose this measure or remove the absurd fine please. 
 
Sincerely: 

 
 
 
Tracy Ryan 
Executive Director, Harm Reduction Hawaii 
 
 
 
 
 
(808) 534-1846                                                                                         tracyar@hawaiiantel.net 
 
 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: JDLTestimony
Cc: breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2278 on 2/7/2012 10:15:00 AM
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 7:39:48 AM

Testimony for JDL 2/7/2012 10:15:00 AM SB2278

Conference room: 016
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dara Carlin, M.A.
Organization: Individual
E-mail: breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/6/2012

Comments:
Good Morning Senators ~

Like domestic violence, human trafficking is a larger problem then most realize but no one will know
that help's available or that their abuse has a name if it's not put out there. Also please bear in-mind
that traffickers target HIGH SCHOOL populations which is why this is such a crucial piece of legislation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: JDLTestimony
Cc: breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2278 on 2/7/2012 10:15:00 AM
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 12:13:06 PM

Testimony for JDL 2/7/2012 10:15:00 AM SB2278

Conference room: 016
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dara Carlin, M.A.
Organization: Individual
E-mail: breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/3/2012

Comments:
Please support this measure - no one will know about the dangers, risks of and consequences of
Human Trafficking if it's not on display for all to view.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:JDLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: JDLTestimony
Cc: imuaalliance@gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for SB2278 on 2/7/2012 10:15:00 AM
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:17:22 PM
Attachments: testimony-SB2278.odt

Testimony for JDL 2/7/2012 10:15:00 AM SB2278

Conference room: 016
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Kris Coffield
Organization: IMUAlliance
E-mail: imuaalliance@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/2/2012

Comments:
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TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 2278, RELATING TO LABOR



Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hon. Clayton Hee, Chair

Hon. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair



Tuesday, February 7, 2012, 10:15 AM

State Capitol, Conference Room 016



Honorable Chair Hee and committee members:



	I am Kris Coffield, representing the IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy organization that currently boasts over 150 local members. On behalf of our members, we offer this testimony in support of, with proposed amendments for SB 2278, relating to labor. 

	Last year, lawmakers passed HB 141 and HB 240, the former of which outlawed labor trafficking in the islands and the latter of which strengthened existing anti-prostitution laws by expanding witness protection for victims and targeting repeat offenders, particularly pimps and johns. Both bills were important steps in rectifying Hawaii's poor image and record with regard to anti-trafficking statutes. Significantly, these new laws focus on demand for labor and sex trafficking, signaling our state's move toward combating those most responsible for trafficking violations–pimps, johns, owners and managers of prostitution houses, and traffickers themselves–while protecting those who are most vulnerable. 

	The IMUAlliance lauds the State Legislature's efforts, last session. At the same time, we call upon lawmakers to continue the fight against human trafficking by hearing and advancing bills that increase services afforded to victims, especially children. To that end, the IMUAlliance strongly supports the enactment of “hotline” legislation that will require various establishments, such as hotels and hospitals, to post in a conspicuous location a poster that provides information relating to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center, including the center's hotline number. 

	That said, we urge your committees to consider amending this bill in the following ways. First, we encourage you to add strip clubs and massage parlors to the list of establishments enumerated in Section 1, subsection (b), since these places are common trafficking destinations and have been investigated, in recent years, for sex trafficking and corresponding crimes. Second, we entreat you to clarify the penalty provision outlined in Section 1, subsection (e) by revising it to read: “Any establishment or any agent, employee or representative thereof, who willfully and knowingly fails, neglects or refuses to perform any act required by this section shall be fined not more than $10,000 for each separate offense. Each date of violation shall constitute a separate offense. Any action taken to impose or collect the penalty provided for in this subsection shall be considered a civil action.”

	Again, the IMUAlliance thanks you for your hard work, in 2011, to stem human trafficking on our shores. Room for improvement remains, however, and we feel that the measure in question, with proposed amendments, will consecrate last year's momentum into a concerted movement. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2278.



Sincerely,

Kris Coffield

Legislative Director

IMUAlliance

Kris Coffield  (808) 679-7454  	imuaalliance@gmail.com
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T A D I A   R I C E 

322 Aoloa Street, Suite 601 
Kailua, HI 96734 

Phone (808) 262-6533 
 

February	
  3,	
  2012	
  
	
  
HOUSE	
  COMMITTEE	
  JUDICIARY	
  AND	
  LABOR	
  
Senator	
  Clayton	
  Hee,	
  Chair	
  
Senator	
  Maile	
  S.L.	
  Shimabukuro,	
  Vice	
  Chair
Date:	
   Tuesday,	
  February	
  7,	
  2012.	
  
Time:	
   10:15	
  a.m.	
  	
  
Place:	
   Conference	
  Room	
  016,	
  State	
  Capitol,	
  415	
  South	
  Beretania	
  Street	
  
	
  

TESTIMONY	
  IN	
  STRONG	
  SUPPORT	
  SB	
  2278	
  RELATING	
  TO	
  LABOR	
  
(House	
  companion	
  HB1995)	
  

	
  
Honorable	
  Senator	
  Clayton	
  Hee:	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  Hawaii	
  business	
  professional	
  and	
  individual	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  education	
  of	
  girls	
  and	
  
women	
  around	
  the	
  world,	
  I	
  am	
  aware	
  of	
  the	
  devastating	
  impact	
  sex	
  trafficking	
  has	
  on	
  
societies.	
  UNICEF	
  estimates	
  that	
  1.2	
  million	
  children	
  worldwide	
  are	
  trafficked.	
  The	
  U.S.	
  
Department	
  of	
  State	
  statistics	
  are	
  frightening:	
  

•	
  	
   An	
  estimated	
  600,000	
  to	
  820,000	
  men,	
  women,	
  and	
  children	
  are	
  trafficked	
  
across	
  international	
  borders	
  each	
  year	
  

•	
  	
   Approximately	
  70	
  percent	
  are	
  women	
  and	
  girls	
  
•	
  	
   Up	
  to	
  50	
  percent	
  are	
  minors	
  
•	
  	
   300,000	
  U.S.	
  children	
  are	
  at	
  risk	
  for	
  Commercial	
  Sexual	
  Exploitation	
  every	
  year	
  
	
  

Please,	
  residents	
  of	
  Hawaii	
  and	
  concerned	
  citizens	
  around	
  the	
  world,	
  are	
  respectfully	
  asking	
  
you	
  to	
  effectively	
  combat	
  the	
  growing	
  problem	
  of	
  Human	
  Trafficking	
  by	
  supporting	
  the	
  
passage	
  of	
  state	
  legislation	
  that	
  would	
  require	
  establishments	
  to	
  post	
  in	
  a	
  conspicuous	
  
place	
  a	
  poster	
  that	
  provides	
  specified	
  information	
  relating	
  to	
  human	
  trafficking	
  and	
  the	
  
National	
  Human	
  Trafficking	
  Resource	
  Center	
  hotline.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Please	
  support	
  the	
  passage	
  of	
  S.B.	
  2278.	
  
	
  
Mahalo,	
  
	
  
	
  
Tadia	
  Rice	
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