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February 28, 2012 
 
To: To: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair,  
 The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair, and  
 Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012 
Time: 9:00 a.m.  
Place: Conference Room 211, State Capitol 
 
From: Dwight Y. Takamine, Director 
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
 

 
 

 

www.hawaii.gov/labor 
                                                        Phone:  (808) 586-8842 / Fax:  (808) 586-9099  

Re:  S.B. No. 2261 Relating to the Weed and Seed Program 
 

SB2261 creates a Weed and Seed program in the Office of Community Services 
(OCS), which is attached to the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations for 
administrative purposes. The measure appropriates funds and requires a report to 
the legislature from the department.  
 
DLIR opposes creating a new program within the department under OCS. 
However, the department does support OCS administering a chapter 42F Grant-in-
Aid for the program, as they have for a number of years. The department suggests 
that any appropriation in the proposal should also cover the administrative costs. 
Lastly, the DLIR’s support of the proposal is contingent upon its passage not 
displacing the funding priorities of the administration.  
 

I. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION  

III. II. 
Currently, OCS administers the Weed and Seed Program as a Grant-in-Aid 
pursuant to chapter 42F. A permanent program does not exist. 

CURRENT LAW 
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COMMENTS ON THE SENATE BILL

DLIR supports and shares OCS’s concerns with the measure as currently drafted. 
The reduction of crime and drug use is both outside the scope of OCS and the 
prevention of crime is outside the mission of DLIR. The measure as currently 
worded would task OCS with providing direct services, which would require 
significantly more resources including staff. The department notes that under HRS 
Chapter 371K, OCS’s mission is to contract out services to other entities to provide 
services and then provide administrative support and oversight. 
 
In addition, the proposal establishes a new program within DLIR to maintain and 
expand the current program, which the department opposes. OCS has 
administered a chapter 42F Grant-in-Aid for the Weed and Seed Program for a 
number of years. The department notes that the budget for OCS at both the state 
and federal levels has decreased over the last few budget cycles.  
 
The department defers to the Department of Human Resources Development in 
regards to the potential roadblocks identified by OCS regarding program expenses 
associated with personnel issues.  
 
In sum, the department is supportive of OCS administering a Grant-In-Aid for the 
Weed and Seed program as long as the proposal’s passage does not displace the 
funding priorities of the administration. 
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February 24, 2012 

 
To: The Honorable Will Espero, Chair 
 Senate Committee on Public Safety, Government Operations, and Military Affairs 
 
 The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair 
 Senate Committee on Labor 
 
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 
Time: 2:45 p.m.  
Place: Conference Room 224, State Capitol 
 
From: Mila Kaahanui, MSW 
 Executive Director 
 Office of Community Services (OCS) 
 

 Testimony for Senate Bill 2261-Relating to the Weed and Seed Program 
 

POSITION:

 In general, OCS is supportive of the program.  During the administration of this grant, it 
is evident the agencies involved work hard to create community coordination.  The agencies also 

 Support w/Comments 
 
I. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION  
  
 The current proposal, SB 2261, would create a Weed and Seed program in the 
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) as well as create a new requirement for a 
report to the Legislature to be submitted by the Department.  The bill would also appropriate 
funds for the measure.    
 
II. CURRENT LAW  
  
 Currently, OCS administers the Weed and Seed Program as a Grant-in-Aid pursuant to 
Chapter 42F.   
 
III. HOUSE BILL  
 



provide intangible support to persons dedicated to improving their own lives and the lives of 
their fellow community members. 
 
 As the prevention of crime is outside the mission of DLIR, OCS would most likely be 
tasked with the implementation of this program.  With that in mind, we have the following 
concerns: 
 
 1)  The three main functions of the program, as stated in the bill, are to “Create, initiate, 
implement, and support responsible community-based activities, projects, and services that help 
reduce crime and drug use in neighborhoods; Engage members of the community to encourage 
the development and maintenance of economic and social well-being; and Teach and model 
collaborative efforts that focus on sustainable results.”  We note that OCS is not a direct service 
agency and we believe it was never intended to take on such a role.  Our mission, under HRS 
Chapter 371K, is to contract out for non-profit and other agencies to provide such services, while 
we provide administrative support, planning, and administrative oversight over the service 
providers for these programs.  As currently worded, this bill may task OCS with providing direct 
services, which would require much more staff and resources.  We would prefer language which 
allows us to contract out for such services.    
 
 2)  Some program expenses in the past were for police officers, on overtime, that assist 
and train persons in the activities of community policing.  We would like an opportunity to 
confer with the State of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers, the Counties, and the 
Department of Human Resources Development in order to ensure there are no particular 
roadblocks to funding such activities with State funds.   
 
 3)  As currently worded, it seems OCS would be the agency to coordinate and run the 
“activities, projects, and services.”  OCS is thoroughly supportive of the collaborative model and 
would appreciate an opportunity to be such a coordinating agency.  However, our mandate 
requires there be a low-income or disadvantaged element to each population we serve.  
Currently, the reduction of crime and drug use is outside of our scope. 
 
 4)  As stated in previous conversations regarding the use of General funds for 
programmatic purposes, any such program funded by the General Fund is subject to the 
Procurement Code.  In any procurement, OCS cannot guarantee the same service areas and 
providers who in the past have administered this program will be selected to provide these 
services again. 
 
 5)  Finally, this bill may have a fiscal impact.  OCS will defer to the Governor’s Office 
and the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations with regard to the overall funding priorities 
of the proposed budget. 
 
We thank you for the opportunity to testify and are available for questions.    
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February 28, 2012 

 
 

TO:  The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 
  Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
FROM: Patricia McManaman, Director 
 
Subject: S.B. 2261 – RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 
 
  Hearing:   Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00 a.m. 
    Conference Room 211, State Capitol 
 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of SB 2261 is to establish a weed and seed program within 

the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations and provide an unspecified appropriation 

for the program. 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports 

the intent of S.B. 2261 to help with a comprehensive multi-agency approach to law 

enforcement, crime prevention and community revitalization. 

The existing Weed and Seed Honolulu program is currently under the umbrella of the 

YMCA.  The Weed and Seed is involved with community revitalization in Waipahu, Ewa 

Beach and Kalihi-Palama.  At the request of the Governor’s Office, the Weed and Seed was 

asked to rejuvenate its program at the Mayor Wright Homes (MWH).  The DHS coordinated 

with Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA), Department of Public Safety, U.S. Housing 

and Urban Development, and U.S. Attorney’s Office, and Weed and Seed to facilitate the 

return of the Weed and Seed to MWH.  As a result of the coordinated effort and 



 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY 

collaboration among these agencies, a one year Memorandum of Understanding was 

agreed upon by the parties to have the Weed and Seed assist HPHA in improving the 

security and safety environment at MWH and to help provide social programs that benefits 

the residents of MWH.   

The Weed and Seed has a track record of success in all the communities that it has 

been involved with.  The DHS supports its continued existence, the intent of this measure, 

but takes no position as to where Weed and Seed should be housed and defers to the 

earlier testimony each submitted by the Office of Community Service and the Department of 

Labor and Industrial Relations.  It is our understanding that the Honolulu Weed and Seed 

has submitted a Grants-in-Aid application for the upcoming fiscal year.  We leave it to the 

Committee’s judgment as to whether this will be the more appropriate vehicle to accomplish 

the purpose of the bill, namely the continued support for the existence of the Honolulu Weed 

and Seed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 



NEll ABERCROMBIE 
GOVERNOR 

February 24,2012 

STATE OF HAW All 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

WAIPAHU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
94-465 Waipahu Street 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 

The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 

KATHRYN S. MATAYOSHI 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Re: SB 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

I am appealing for your support SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, 
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community 
groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent crimes and drug-related crimes in my community. 

Waipahu Elementary School's support for Weed & Seed Waipahu is a direct result of the valuable service every 
member of the organization provides to not only our school, but also the entire Waipahu community. Weed & Seed 
Waipahu and the YMCA of Honolulu have partnered with our school in a variety of ways to support our students 
and families. The police officers and site coordinator assist us with our Drug Free parade through the community, 
they have done presentations to parents and families, and have also contributed to prevention efforts by mentoring 
our 6th grade students in rap sessions. 

Beyond those significant efforts developed through our school partnership, I personally support and believe in the 
direction and goals of the Weed & Seed program. Coordination of efforts and leveraging of resources has allowed 
progress to occur in shaping a prideful and more resourceful Waipahu conmlUnity. Because of that, I do participate 
in and support Weed & Seed activities whenever possible, even if these events are not school related. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and conmlUnity resource which needs to be continued. Your 
support of this impOltant program will ensure that conununity leaders and partners continue to build a strong 
network of conmlitted citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy conmlUnities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincer f 
P,u! s. T'?l ,.-­
Principal 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



February 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear  Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 
  

Re: SB 2261– RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM  
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

 
I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 
 
The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 
 
Weed and Seed has always supported our school, Waipahu Intermediate, by responding to any 
emergency calls where police is needed, helped with addressing our at-risk populations, worked with 
students on a one-on-one basis, given us consultation on a case to case basis…the list goes on. If  
 
Weed and Seed is eliminated, our school will have lost an important community partner who helps 
us educate our students on how to be contributing citizens to society. 
 
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be 
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners 
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and 
growing strong, healthy communities. 
 
Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa T. Ynigues 
Lisa T. Ynigues 
Waipahu Intermediate School 
Vice Principal 
808-675-0177 

NEIL AMBERCROMBIE 
GOVERNOR 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Waipahu Intermediate School 
94-455 Farrington Highway 
Waipahu, Hawaii     96797 

 

KATHRYN MATAYOSHI 
SUPERINTENDENT 
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The HOJlI)fable Stnalor David Y (ge, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani , Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawali 96813 

Dear: Chair Ige, Vice Chair K.idani .and Members of the Committee 

R,: SB 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEE!) PROGRAM 

February 9. 2012 

1 am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi·Clunlitowll ­
AIa MotllUl, Waipahu, and cwalEwa Bc~h. 

The collaborative effort involving law cniorcemenl. residents, non-profit orgaruzauons, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime ~d drug-related crimes. 
In the ~cent past, Dole Middle School ha.'j wurked in collaboration with Weed & Seed and other 
community partners to improve quality of life and address some the issues prevalent 01$ daily realities for 
our families. Weed & Seed hosted a Gang Violence Prevention Training whieh we participated in. 

Along with others tNt attended. we are now almost set to Implement a Conununity Speak Out event at 
Kubio Park Terrace on 2/29112. Thl!; event will allow us to connect with the residents themselves as we 
seek to provide serviCes and educational opportunitics that address the needs as bcard from them. Th\!\ 
past January, 150 of our srudents assisted in. a laree-scale gruffiti paint over where Ihey were able to 
work in unison with police, Rep. John Mi7.UT\O and his staff', and the Hauoo CitlZCn's Pliitrol group. 
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community re~Ufee that needs to be continued. 

Your support oftms important program will ensure that cOrnnlWlity leaders and ~ continue to 
huild a strong network of committed citizens that 'WiU work toward preventing crime and growing 
strong. hcalthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is vcry important 10 thc community. J urge you to support SB 2261. 

Siocerely. 

~~ 

M~eKikawa, 
Principal 

~ AfFIRMAT1VE ACTION AND EOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPl~1\ 



MERIDIAN PACIFIC, LTD. 

February 24,2012 

The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 

Re: S8 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

I am appealing for your support SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, 
and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private 
businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

Over the past eleven years of managing the Waipahu Town Center, I have seen and experienced much improvement in our 
Waipahu community as a result of the direct involvement and tireless hours that the Weed and Seed officers have devoted 
into educating and mentoring our keiki, young adults and parents to seek the right choices in creating better lives for 
themselves. The Waipahu community will always need the assistance of outreach programs however, Weed and Seed has 
proven to be a success on its own coat tails amongst the residents and businesses. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your support of 
this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed 
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

MERIDIAN PACIFIC 

Agent for Waipahu, LLC 

ca~~ 
Executive Vice President 

MERIDIAN PACIFIC. LTD. 
1801 Tiburon BoUlevard, Suite 800 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
415/789·5530 FAX. 4 t 5/789-5564 

MERIDIAN PACIFIC 
94·050 Farrlnglon Highway, Suite E 1-3 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 
808/677-6700 FAX 808/671-2427 

REAL ESTATE Lenders Principals/Developers 
Mortgage Bankers Investmenl Bankers 
Fund Advisors Asset Managers 

www.meridianpacificlld.com 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF EOUCATION 

lINAPUNI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
1434l1"'APt,1N1 STREET 
"'O~UlU I1AWAII 988 1g 

The Honorable Senator David Y Ige, Chair 
The Honofable Senator Michelle N Kldaoi, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Mellns 

State Capitol 

Hono lulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dea r: Chair Ige, Vice Cha lf Kid ani and Memb!rs of the Committee 

Re: S8 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AN D SEEO PROGRAM 

TO: 1 808 S86 6231 

I lim ilPpealing for your support of 5B 2261 to SlJstllln the Weed and Seed program in Kallhl-Chinatown ­

Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborilt ive effort Involving law enforcement, residents, non -profit organizations, community 

groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent Cftme and drug-related crimes 

The dedication of Weed & Seed staff and police officers; to connect to our students, school and 

community, has inspired school faculty 10 work a litt le bit later and do a l ittle bit more for community· 
ba sed preventiOn proJects. These acthlltles, that have helped educate our famllles, Inevitably help 

stabilize our st udents for better success and attendance in school. 

Weed and Seed IS an important organlzat iona! tool and commun.ty resource that needs to be continued 
Your support of th.s Important program will ensure that community leaders and partners cont inue to 
bu ild a strong network of committed citizens that w ill work toward preVentlOg crime and grOwing 
st rong, hea lthy communities. 

Weed ilnd Seed is very Important to the commun ity I urge you to support 58 2261. 

Sincerely, 

Cynth ia Sun ahara 
Principa l 

Lm<lpuni Elementary School 
1434 linapunl Stree t 

Honolu'u, HaWaii 96183 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EOUAl OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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February 9, 2012 

STATE OF HAWAII 
OI!PA,IIn.tfNT OF EDUCATION 
KALAKA~MIDOlE SCHOOL 

821 ~lhiSt 
H()NOLIJLU. HAWAII I11III1' 

The Honorable Senator David Y. 1ge, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways nod Means 
State Capitol 
HODOlulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear: Chair Ige, Vice Chait Kidani arul Memben; of the Committee 

Re: SB 1161 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

KATHR'ffrII. MAfAY05H1 ....... ~ 

I am appealing for your support ofSB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in KaJiru­
ChinatoWn-AlaMoaoa, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewl!. Beach. 
The collaborative effort involving law t:nforcement, residents. non-profit orgamz8tioDS, 
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related 
crimes. 
Kalak8ua Middle School hs! benefitted from the Weed &, Sced program through <ll5sistance 
with our Career Days, Ohann Fairs, and BuUying presentation to our faculty by Wetd &, Seed 
poli.ce officers. Our counselor and SASA both attended the Gang Violence Prevention 
Troining this past September and are currently active with the plans being made for the 
follow-up projecl in KPT later this month. Weed &: Seed is a regular te!ource that can be 
drawn upon to benefit our students, families and neighborhood. 
Weed and S~ i~ a.n imp<'lrtant organizational tool and comlllWlity re50'Ul'"Ce that needs 10 be 
continued. Your support of this important program will cnstrrC that community leaders and 
partners continue to build a strong netwurk of commltted citizens Ihat will work toward 
pfCventing crime and growing strong. healthy communities. 
Weed and Seed is very important to the community. J urge you to support SB 2261 . 
Sincerely, 

Lorelei Kara~aki 
PrincipaJ 
Kalakaua Middle Schuul 
821 l(alihi St. 
Honolulu, HI 96819 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY 
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February 23, 2012 

The Honorable Senator David V.lge, Chiir 
The Honorable Senator Michelle: N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on ways and Means 
State capitOl 
Honolulu, Hiwa.1 96813 

Dear: Chair 18e, Vice Chair Kldanl and Members of the Committee 

Re: SB 2261- AELATtNG TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

TO: 1 808 586 6231 

I am appealing for your support of 582261 to sustain the Weed and Seed prOSram in Kalih i-<:hinatown­
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa!Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug· related crimes. 

woning In public housing in the Kamehameha Home.s and Kaahuminu Homes communities, I have seen 
the impact of the Weed & S •• d proSr.1m to reduce and prevent crime. Throush its support oftne 
tenant associations and the prevention activities that they conduct throughout the year; through graffiti 
removal and area beautification and through the establishment of Citize!"l's Patrob and regular 
communication and contact with district HPO officers; Weed & Seed has proven Itself to be an integral 
part of the community and surrounding neighborhood. 

Weed ind Seed Is an Important organizational tool and community resource that !"leeds to be continued. 
Your support of th is Important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to 
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime.1nd srowing 
strong. healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very Important the communltv. I urge you to support sa 2261. 

$;n,",olv. (l)adL- A ~...----
Wade Kau 
BMW Supervisor II 
Kamehameha Homes 

State of Hawa ii 
Hawaii Public Housing AuthOrity 



MERIDIAN PACIFIC, LTD. 

February 24,2012 

The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 

Re: S8 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

I am appealing for your support SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, 
and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private 
businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

Over the past eleven years of managing the Waipahu Town Center, I have seen and experienced much improvement in our 
Waipahu community as a result of the direct involvement and tireless hours that the Weed and Seed officers have devoted 
into educating and mentoring our keiki, young adults and parents to seek the right choices in creating better lives for 
themselves. The Waipahu community will always need the assistance of outreach programs however, Weed and Seed has 
proven to be a success on its own coat tails amongst the residents and businesses. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your support of 
this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed 
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

MERIDIAN PACIFIC 

Agent for Waipahu, LLC 

ca~~ 
Executive Vice President 

MERIDIAN PACIFIC. LTD. 
1801 Tiburon BoUlevard, Suite 800 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
415/789·5530 FAX. 4 t 5/789-5564 

MERIDIAN PACIFIC 
94·050 Farrlnglon Highway, Suite E 1-3 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 
808/677-6700 FAX 808/671-2427 

REAL ESTATE Lenders Principals/Developers 
Mortgage Bankers Investmenl Bankers 
Fund Advisors Asset Managers 

www.meridianpacificlld.com 



THE GENTRY COMPAN IES 

February 28, 2012 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, and Members 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Hawaii State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 215 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chairs Espero and Hee and Committee Members: 

RE: S.B.2261 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

Hearing : Tuesday, February 28, 2012 ; 9:00 a.m. 
Conference Room 211, State Capitol 

I am Debbie Luning , an employee of Gentry Homes and a member of the Ewa Weed and 
Seed Steering Committee. I am testifying in strong support of S.B. 2261 , an appropriation 
measure to sustain the Weed and Seed program in communities on Oahu 

As the developer of a residential community within the Ewa Weed and Seed site, Gentry is 
very supportive of continued funding for the Weed and Seed program. We have been active 
participants in the collaborative effort involving law enforcement, citizens, non-profit 
organizations, social service agencies, community groups and private businesses (such as 
ours) and are pleased that Ewa is undergoing a positive transformation . Violent and drug­
related crimes have been reduced substantially, large drug dealers have been "weeded out" 
and "seeding" programs have been implemented for families and youth . 

I would like to suggest two amendments to the bill: 

1) page one, paragraph 1 - the year "1992" should be changed to "1991 . 
2) page 3, SECTION 3 - We would like to request that $336,000 be appropriated 

for this program for FY 2012-2013. 

The Weed and Seed program is working . However, we need to continue the efforts to restore 
neighborhoods and the families that live within , and I urge your support of this bill. Thank you 
for your consideration . 

Sincerely, 

GENTRY HOMES, LTD. 

Deb~ing 
Director of Governmental Affairs and 

Community Relations 

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Honolulu, Hawa ii 968 17 PO. Box 295, Honolulu , Hawaii 96809 (808) 599-5558 
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February 21 . 2012 

The Honorable Senator DaVid 'y Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator M.chelle N. Kidani, Vice Chllf 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, HawaII 96813 

TO: 1 808 58G 623 1 

Fort Slret't 1\1:.111 
... ," ... , ... . ..... ' • "" .T 

Ro: 58 2261 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

Dear Chllr Ige, Vice Chair K.ldani and Members of the Committee 

Your support of 58 2261 .s needed to sustaIn the Weed and SHd program In Kalihi­
ChInatown-Ala Moanll, Waipahu, anc:! EwaJEwa Beach 

Weed and Seed facilitates collabaralton amongst law enforcement. residents. non-profit 
organizations. community groups and private businesses to dav.se strategies and 
programs to 'weed" out violent and drug.related cnmes and piant the "seeds" of new and 
vilbl. businesses and activities in our communlhes Weed and Seed has provided the 
Fort Street Mall BUliness Improvement District Association with a conduit that enables 
our merchlnt. to snare concems and discuss ideas Ind atrategl86, in add.tion to 
providIng our mall community with a better understanchng of law enforcement 

Weed and SN<l enables uS to galher, talk, and dewlop practical and realistIC solutions 
that can positively affect our communIty Weed and Seed ha; allowed us to build 
consensus amongst our dIVerse stakeholders and it has given I.lS credibility and a VOIce 
tna! i. heard Weed and Seed is vit .. 1 to ensure that our commuMY maintains a slrong 
network a. lhe drug problem and it6 accompanying SOCIal IllS are not easily eliminated or 
r.solved 

Please Il.lpport SB 2261 

Slncertly, 

t~· 
GeneY oi 
Preside t & Execu1ive Director 

1132 ell~StfM1 $uk. t25· Honorul ~ , HI 968 1)' Phon,lF ... (008) .. 1.4995 

P.9/15 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOO P.O. 60K 101«29. Honolulu. HQwaii 96820 WWW.(tdoIOt>g.com 

february 23, 20U 

The Honorable Senator David Y. lge, Chair 
The Honorable SeniUor Michellfl N. Kldani, ViCe Chair 
"Members of the Senate COmmittee on Ways and Miens 
Slate C.pltol 
Honolulu, HawaII 96813 

Deat: Chait lie, VICe CNir Klda", and Member, of the Committee 

R.: sa :z:til-IWATlNG TO THE WEED AND SEED '_RAM 

TO: 1 808 586 52Jl 

I am appea~ng for your $\lpport of sa 2261 to .ustain the Weed and Seed prosram in IQllhl-Q,lnalown­
Ala Moana. Waipahu, and Ewl/Ewa Beach. 

The coIlaboratlVfllffort involving law enfortement, residents, non-profit OfJanizations. community 
gtOups find prlll'ate bUllnesses has helped reduce lI'k>fent crime and druB-related afmes. This II an 
importllnt model: to hil'Je comm""itie~ work tocether. 

In the very recent .,.5t, Ceder Assembly of God has partnered with Weed & 5Rd to .ddress some of the 
ISSUt. in the Kuhio !tilrk Ttrnce area. We Ire currently workinaon connectln! wtth the residents In the 
community to Hnd out about the issues that Ire Important to them, i1nd ttlll.olutions that they an be a 
part of. We have members of our church involved In planninl and Implementing a Klilhi Community 
Forum coml"1 up itt the end 0' thit month . 

Weed and Seed is an importaM. orsanbatlon., toollne! community resource that needa to be continued. 
Your support of thllimportent proGr1m will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to 
build a strone network of c;ommltted citiz.enJ that wiQ work toward prevel'ltll'lC crime and ;mwlnl 
ItrOna. healthy communities. 

Weed and Sted II very iml)ortlntto the community. 

S j~lterel'(. 

'---I .. ~ h'\.."<-
T YamldelJimmy Yamada) 

P.Vl 
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KAlihi !BAlPtist Church 
1888 OWdWU Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-4255 
Telepholle and Fax· (~08) ~45-4584 

John Vaughn, Pastor 

February 23, 2012 

The Honorable Senator David Y. fge, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Cha ir 
& Members of the Senate CommIttee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear: Chair Ige. Vice Chair KldaOl and Members of [he Committee 

Ae: sa 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED ANO SEED PROGRAM 

I am appealing for your support of 56 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihl..(hmatown­
Ala Moana, Wa ipahll, and Ewa/Ewa Beach 

The collaborative eHort Involving law enforcement. residents, non-profit organizations. community 
groups and private bus i ness~ has helped reduce violent crime and drug-retated crim(!s. 

Weed & Seed has been particularly effective In the area of Kallh1 Valley Homes, and the surrounding 
Kam IV Rd. area. The work done within the Weed & Seed strategy has given us wows to work together to 
make our communIty safer. Church members fee l encouraged and supported to give a little extra time 
and effort to our neighborhood. We. remove graffiti and pick: up trash on a regular basis whenever we 
can. Through Weed & Seed we have learned not to wait around or expect others (like government) to 
do what we can very easily do for ourselves. 

Weed and Se€!d is.m important organizational tool and commun ity resource that needs to be continued. 
Your support of this important program will ensure that communifY leade.rs and partners continue to 
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing 
strong, healthy commun i1ies. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support 58 2261. 

Sincerely. 

~v.~~ 



FEB-23-2012 15:24 FRa1:SIl-f HCOCH 8088321866 TO: 1 808 S86 6231 P.ll ' 15 

Kaumakapili Church 

Kohu I?lCno ,d K Komonu, Senler Pos1e, 
Kanu DaVId K Koupu Emefltus (Rp.tifed) 

February 22. 2012 

The Hoaorable Senator DaVId Y 1ge, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice: Chair 
& Membc:n of the Senate Corruruttee on Ways and Means 
SUte Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968J3 

Established I au 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

766 NORTH KING STREET 
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96817 

PHONE: (808) 845-0908 

Dear' Chalf 1ge, VIce Chair Kidani and Memben of the ComlDlttee 

Re: S8 2261 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

I am appealing for your HUpport ursa 2261 to s~taw the Weed and Seed prognun m Kalihi-Cbinalown­
Ala Moanl, Waipahu. and EwalEwa Beac)1 

The colLabomuve effort tnvolvi.n~ law cWorcement, residents, non-profit or~'8JlizatIOns, Community 
aroup~ atld pnvate husmases bas helped reduce violent crime and dru~-reI8Ied crimes, Although, 
recently t1~ commwuty had to deal With violent crime actiVIt)' witlun the last six months, compared to 
where we were S years ago the numher of violent crimes ha.Oi actually doc:rcased 

We have partnered WIth thlli program by making our ~ll1ries available for conunuruty and program 
meetmgs, as weU as, e location for sll.l'Veiliance ofilleglll actiVity in our vicinity. We have vowed 10 
continue to suppnn. and partner with this program 

Weed and Seed IS an important or~nizauona1loo! and coromuruty resource thal needs to be continued, 
Your support of this imponant program will ensure that communIty leaden:: and partners continue to build 
a strong network of committed citi7.cns that will work toward preventmg crime and growing ~troDg, 
healthy commumties 

Weed and Seed is very importanllO the community I urge you to suppon SB 2261 , 

PA~ 
r J,Ric~ K. Kam8J'lU 

Kahu Mua, Senior Pastor 
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Broadcast House of the Pacific, Inc. 
)]34 5, !C1ro SI,", . H"'''''_"k H1 wv. I (1WlH)'-'2JH4 • !41-,\~'1 t'AX 

ftobNary 16, lOll 

The HMor.ble Xn.nOf D.vid Y . .. ~. Chiir 
Th. Honor.ble Senator Michell~ N. Itidlnt, ViCf: Chlit 
& Members of the Senll, (omm~on Wi'f$ ilnd M~ilns 
Sute Cilpltol 
HOl'OOllIIu • .uwDIl 961113 

Re: sa ZZlI-IU:I.ATlNG TO THI WIlD AND SUO PIIIOGMM 

I am .ppedrc for 'fOlK SLfppo" of 58 n61 to IUstlln m~ Wted and 5Hd ~m In ItJII~nltowtl­

All MoIN!, WlipMIu, end Ew&/Ew,8eKn 

The coll.lborMive ~"ott lnvolYlI\I law tnfot(en'lent. mlden,s, non-prufit orpnlUtiotlS, community 
"oups and priv". buslnelstl has helplii reduce ~oltnt crime Ind drua-reli~ aiI'MS. 

As patt 0' ttlt W!t'd &. 'Seed ef'fon to redUCt crime. w, n." by lirini edllUltionill mHSli8" to tM! 
(ommunlty hi RMpitlo, Slmoan. Torw.n, Matwllese. Chuukes • ."d POMpeian 1ana:~8'" 

Tht f • .cIbI(k ~ received from these com~nitie$ W8S very flWflbie The commUftitiM ..... >'tIY 
I'Iappy 10 rect'tYe some Mlp; but most Imporuntly cr.,tlnl' penoNl relationship w"n tN Henoh.llu 
PoI'ice Ot~t In rchlirc aim • . 

This is the one of the most imlrmn_ and practical ololu.ach prOl'lm to Itt throutfI to these 
commlHlitIM W. art WIll"" plrtnert of wud &. Seed.nd will '!ways do our best to!telp the UIA. by 
prcwidlnl ii1ffordMIl. um~ns wlttI .nnouncrmcnu. in EthnIC lIr'11\1ISti. 

Weed ~nd SH:d Is an Import"" 0r&.nlla,tion.i IDoI.nd tommunity resOl.lrte ttlit n .. di to be (Onbn\ltd. 
Your support of Ihls important pt06l'ii1m will ensure thlt (ommlolnity leldert .nd Plrtners comlnuc to 
bulld;l "Tone: nt'lwork of comrnitUd datll'ls th.t wi" work t_.rd p" .... nti .... crime,nd Itowln, 
$t1'ons. IMtittly commUflIt\fi.. 

WHd and s..d ~ VefY imponiilnl to the comm,"""tv I ur .. you 10 SIoIppon S8 2261 . 

Sinurely. 

",.,.,... 
'res /Gen. Mat 
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TJ MAHONEY & ASSOCIATES 
Ka Hale Bo'ila Hou NQ Nil Wihme 
The f{om~ ojfuflfllQk.nti"l ro, Womuf 

rebruat')' 9, 2{)12 
Senate Commjnct 00 Way!! and Mean. 
Scn!!tClr O~v:id y.. 1ge, Chair; Senatur Michelle N . Kidanl. Vice Chair 
Ibwaii Sate Capitol 
Honolulu, I !awali IJ6f11 '\ 

R" SUPPORT FOR SB 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SilEO PROGRAM 

Dcar ChlUr 19e, Vice Chau: lGJani, ;aod Members of me COmmillc:c': 

P.B~ 15 

This lener is being wolren in ~tt!lng ~upport of thC' Grant-m-ALd funding tcqlK:l>tt:d tu l'I~t;dn the Weed ::Ind 
Scw stl'",;i!cgy in Kalihi-Cbulalown-Ala MO'aI\~, WJl.ip~u, and IJ.WII/EWll Beach. Oue p~ 1) Mahoney & 
i\SSOCllItcs, Ka Hale Ho'alll Hou No Na WAhin~ (Th~ Home uf Rca.....u.et"ljn~ for Women). cont.t:lets wuh the 
S{:l.U; OeplUnnent ofPub~c S:1fety and pmvidc~ n:~identllll cn.nsitioruU. suviCC"S fur (cnWc n(fclldel'$ exitillg 
the (.nm1n.u lusllce t:~tcm and re-emerirlg the community. 

Nlne year;. ago, our p.rogt"ilm te-Iocated from the Malo.ki area to the Kalihi PalRlm uta. As au otS1-'ti~auun, 
we Me exuemdy conscicntiflU.5 ahout being good neighbors and participating in prn-~()cial :l.od positive 
oeiRhbochood rnhanclng e-ffor[s. Fur thiS rcason, we pllrroered with Weed and Sttd In thc:tr cHom tn r(."<iucC' 
vlolml;md drug-related cri",e~ in om communiry, Our ou-going culbhoration with Weed and !ked provide.<; 
out fesldents with the opportunity 1(1 give back. tr.I the COnlllluniry in mt:.1ningful ~yl\, l":l.rDoparing in 
pnsitiv('. pro-socit! mCttlctlons With 1I wide an'ay of community members. This Strves to decrease thc StigmA 
surrounding ex-ufftndCf$ And increASes the potential (or theit Succcs!\ful cummuniry re-I.ntegta[]on. 

Wt· commend Wccd and Seed (or their positivt contributions ttl community ~:l.fcty ;md urge you to support 
their requC'Ot tor Grant-In-AId funding. It ~ our contention th2f thi~ {'roje-ct benefits ~ whelping makt s:I,{er 
conununitic~ fllf I.:vcrynn~ . 

If you nt't'd Ilny IIddioollllimfoffDAuon, please- do not hc:>iutf: to contact me at 74A-4309. 

Very Truly YOUff\, 

1) Mahlln<..,. & A~~ocia[rs 
KA HAle H.o·ita Hou No Nii Wilun~ 

l..ornine RobUlson 
Exccubvc Dircc!.l)r 

524 Kaaahi SI. Hunolul ..... HI 96K17 ph. 14K-4300 Fax 748-4343 
E:m,JOwumK W(imell'l I" ilI4C(;I:.UjuJ/y Ir(J.nsili()n /r"m pri)l}¥/ IU the: "um",unily 

www.rr!uwukrri1lrfrJrwoIMrI.tJt'g 
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Committee on Ways and Means


Senator  David Y. Ige, Chair



Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair


NOTICE OF DECISION MAKING

Date:  February 28, 2012


Time: 9:00 am


Place:  Room 211, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street


RE:  SB2261 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

My name is Maile Kanemaru, Director of Honolulu Weed and Seed, and now retired from the YMCA of Honolulu. I have been the Director of Weed and Seed for the past 12 years.

I am in strong support of SB2261.


Weed and Seed is a program sponsored by the United States Attorney's Office for the District of Hawaii, in partnership with the YMCA of Honolulu.

 Weed and Seed on a National level was a victim of budget cuts when the Department of Justice decided to cut grant programs. Weed and Seed was one the oldest, being around since the Bush I administration. In Hawaii, we received the permission from the DOJ to continue with the program, including using the name and logo, recognizing that W&S in Hawaii is robust and supported by the community. 

Since it is no longer a program from the Dept of Justice, there are no restrictions, such as three sites per county. Therefore, we have received numerous requests from communities across the state asking for assistance. They would like to learn the strategies that Weed and Seed has demonstrated to be successful.


The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped to reduce crime and improve the quality of life for the designated neighborhoods. It is a program doing substantial good in our communities to improve the quality of life.

The State has benefited greatly from the Weed and Seed Program and that is based on the two-pronged approach of "weeding out" criminal activity and introducing "seeding" activities and programs ensuring long-term positive changes and a better quality of life for stakeholders.

Page 1 of 2

Since there are no longer funds available for Weed and Seed from the Department of Justice. We are depending on local government and private donations to continue the program. The current funds end in October of 2012.


We have been asked by the Administration to focus on Mayor Wright Homes to address some of the recent incidents which jepordizes safe and decent housing for our families in Public Housing. We will need the support of the Legislature to do this.


I would like the committee to consider the amendments made in HB2773HD2.

I have attached a copy for your review.


The purpose of the Act is to appropriate funds for a grant-in-aid to the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) to support the operations of the Weed and Seed Program through the Department of Labor, Office of Community Services.


The YMCA of Honolulu has been the fiscal agent and employer of the Weed and Seed staff for twelve years.


After speaking with staff from the Department of Labor, Office of Community Services, as well as staff from the Attorney General’s office, the alternative grant-in-aid, is preferable to establishing Weed and Seed as a program within the Dept of Labor.


The Office of Community Service has in the past, been a Program Manager of funds for Weed and Seed. Most of the residents served are from low to moderate income households and many are from immigrant families.


I have attached a copy of HB2773 HD2 for your review.


Thank you for your consideration.


Page 2 of 2



Committee on Ways and Means 
 Senator  David Y. Ige, Chair 
 Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
 
 

Date:  February 28, 2012 
NOTICE OF DECISION MAKING 

Time: 9:00 am 
Place:  Room 211, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 

 
 

RE:  SB2261 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 
 

 
 
My name is Maile Kanemaru, Director of Honolulu Weed and Seed, and now retired 
from the YMCA of Honolulu. I have been the Director of Weed and Seed for the past 12 
years. 
 
I am in strong support of SB2261. 
 
Weed and Seed is a program sponsored by the United States Attorney's Office for the 
District of Hawaii, in partnership with the YMCA of Honolulu. 
 
 Weed and Seed on a National level was a victim of budget cuts when the Department of 
Justice decided to cut grant programs. Weed and Seed was one the oldest, being around 
since the Bush I administration. In Hawaii, we received the permission from the DOJ to 
continue with the program, including using the name and logo, recognizing that W&S in 
Hawaii is robust and supported by the community.  
 
Since it is no longer a program from the Dept of Justice, there are no restrictions, such as 
three sites per county. Therefore, we have received numerous requests from communities 
across the state asking for assistance. They would like to learn the strategies that Weed 
and Seed has demonstrated to be successful. 
 
The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, 
community groups and private businesses has helped to reduce crime and improve the 
quality of life for the designated neighborhoods. It is a program doing substantial good in 
our communities to improve the quality of life. 
 
The State has benefited greatly from the Weed and Seed Program and that is based on the 
two-pronged approach of "weeding out" criminal activity and introducing "seeding" 
activities and programs ensuring long-term positive changes and a better quality of life 
for stakeholders. 
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Since there are no longer funds available for Weed and Seed from the Department of 
Justice. We are depending on local government and private donations to continue the 
program. The current funds end in October of 2012. 
 
We have been asked by the Administration to focus on Mayor Wright Homes to address 
some of the recent incidents which jepordizes safe and decent housing for our families in 
Public Housing. We will need the support of the Legislature to do this. 
 
I would like the committee to consider the amendments made in HB2773HD2. 
I have attached a copy for your review. 
 
The purpose of the Act is to appropriate funds for a grant-in-aid to the Young Men’s 
Christian Association (YMCA) to support the operations of the Weed and Seed Program 
through the Department of Labor, Office of Community Services. 
 
The YMCA of Honolulu has been the fiscal agent and employer of the Weed and Seed 
staff for twelve years. 
 
After speaking with staff from the Department of Labor, Office of Community Services, 
as well as staff from the Attorney General’s office, the alternative grant-in-aid, is 
preferable to establishing Weed and Seed as a program within the Dept of Labor. 
 
The Office of Community Service has in the past, been a Program Manager of funds for 
Weed and Seed. Most of the residents served are from low to moderate income 
households and many are from immigrant families. 
 
I have attached a copy of HB2773 HD2 for your review. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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~HA.AlI" 
~ MOST WANTED 

Hawaii's Most Wanted Maga:z:ine 

February 23, 2012 

The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kid an!, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and MeClns 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear: Chair 1ge, Vice Chalr Kidanl and Members of the Committee 

Re: 58 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

I am appealing for your support of 58 2261 to sustain tho Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown­
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, reSidents. non-profit organizations., community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

Hawaii's Most Wanted Magazine support Weed & Seed by providing space in its publications free-of­
charge. Projects carried out by the community collaborative partners throu8hout the Weed & Seed sites 
are models of cnme prevention and reduction successes that can be modeled throughout our State . 

Weed and Seed is an I mport~nt organi:cational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. 
Your support of thiS important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to 
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing 
strong, healthy communit ies. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support 56 2261. 

Sine rely, 

n~~Y~ 

P,4'15 

P.O. Bo. 38017 • Honolulu , HI 96837 • (808) 585-6231 • http://hawaiimostwanted.com 
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February 9. 2012 

The Honorable Senator Da ... id V. Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kldan;, Vice Chair 

& Members of the Senate Committee on ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear: Chair Ige, Vice Chl tr Kldanl and Members of the Committee 

Re: S8 2261- RELATING TO THE WEEO AND SEED PROGRAM 

TO: 1 008 586 6231 P. 12'15 

I im appealing for your support of SB 2161 to sustain ttle Weed and Seed program in Kallhl-Chinatown­
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Belch. 

lhe collaboratl ... e effort In ... olvlng taw enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drus-related crimes. 

As a resident of Kaahumanu Homes I See Weed &Seed working In our community and makes a 
difference . Weed & Seed helped us with our Christmas Celebration that we could give our kids goody 
bafls and a nice time. The Kaahumanu Homes Citizen's Patrol walks every week to make our place ufe. 
On behalf of out board, we want Weed & Seed to stay. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. 
Your support of thIs importanr prosram will ensure thar community leaders and partners continue to 
build OJ 5tronfl network of committed citIzens that Will work toward preventing crime and Browing 
strong. healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is ... ery Important to the commumty. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

~c-uU1rv~ 
Rose Ayala-Switzer 
RQsident 
Tenant Association President 
Kaahumanu Homes 



 

 

February 27, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Ways and Means Committee 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 
Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 

Re: SB 2261 – RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

I am appealing for your support of SB2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

The Weed and Seed Strategy has been and continues to be a major factor in improving the health and 
safety of my community. The truancy rate at area schools has fallen significantly since Weed & Seed 
came to ‘Ewa Beach. Officers, residents and students walk neighborhood streets regularly as part of 
citizen patrols. In addition, Weed and Seed organizes volunteers to paint out graffiti and clean up 
parks, and provides valuable life skills and job training via "seeding" efforts such as the summer 
culinary arts program. By having the Weed & Seed police officers working hand in hand with 
residents, students, and businesses, fear is replaced by respect – and residents are inspired to work 
together to keep our community clean and safe.  
 
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be 
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners 
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and 
growing strong, healthy communities. 
 
Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB2261. Thank you for your 
support and consideration 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Sharene Saito Tam 
Vice President 
Haseko Development, Inc. 
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February 15,2012 

The Honorable Seoutor David Y. Ige. Chair 

8088321866 

~ .. ~ r .~ 

~., -. 
~ 
Hawaii 
Literacy 

The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulli. Hawaii 96813 

TO : 1 80EI 586 6231 

R.: SB 2Z61 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

Dear: Chaif Ig<:, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of [he Commince 

p.lel'15 

I am writing: to support SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown·Ala 
Moana. Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach. The collahorative effort involving law enforcement. residents. 
non·profit organizations. community groups and private bUsult'sses has helped reduce violent crime and 
drug-related crimes when it operates I:lS an uctive program in areas that need sueh interventions. 

Weed & Seed has in the past been a partner with Hawaii Literacy to utilize federal funding tu im:rease 
our capacity to deliver free literacy services to over 500 youth and {amilies of Kuhio Park Terrace and 
Mayor Wri"hl Humt:s. In 2008 and 2009. funds through Weed & Seed helped us to purch..1se needed 
equipment and supplies that enhanced our services in these communiti!!s, and allowed US to el(pand our 
after-school and evening literacy. education! and ESL programs to six days a week and provide much 
needed positive, educational activities that build literacy and life skills for familie:s with many needs. 
We were proud that our program could be onl: of the "Seeds" for u better community! 

Wt:ed and Seed is a viable oq~ani l'.ali~mal tool and community resource that ,auld have great impact if 
continued. Your :support of this bill would allow community leaders and partners continue to build a 
strong network of commined citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong. 
healthy communities. Mahalo for your consideration and for all your work to make our communities 
sufer and livable for everyone. 

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Skjold 
Executive Director 

Board of Directors 
R. Scott Simon, Pr6idenr • Rebecca Knuth.. VIce I'rftldenr • Daniel Ho rreasurwr • SUDnne SkJoId, SKrwc..ry 

Gllry hu""ll' • Rachel del ROHriO • Mitchell Ka'aiali 'i • Sean K. KnoJi • JalWn MlIQki 
Marc OkumUra • Shiiun Salvador • Brett 5ettman • G. Todd Withy' • Jllmes Wong' ............. Nn 

Hllwi!lIi Uteracy. loo N Vineyard Blvd, SUite 320 • Honolulu. HI 96617 
Telephone (B08) 53].6706 • Facsimllt (808) 537-]072 • Internet: www.hawaillittracy.org 
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February 22, 2012 

The Honorable Senalor David Y. 1ge, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. KidanL Vice Chair 
&: Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Stale Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawuii 96813 

Dear: Chair Ige, V ice Chair Kidani an.d Members of the Committee 

Re: SB U61 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

P.2" 15 

1 am appealing for your support ofSB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi· 
Chinatown-Ala MOWla, Waipahu. and EwalEwa Beach. 

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effon involviog law enforcement. rcsidtnlS. non-profit 
organizations, community groups and private busincsses lhat h..1S helped to reduce violent and 
drug·related crimes in my community. Our organi'l.aLioD Pacific Gateway Center was one oftbe 
collaborating organizations of Weed and Seed and was mergizcd to be selected for the very first 
Weed and Stxd site. The drastic drop in crime was v~ib(e and far ((aching. 

Weed and Seed is an important organ.i:l..ational tool and community rt,:)ource that needs to be 
continued. Your suppon ofthi~ important program wiU ensure thar community lcada-s and 
partners continue to build a slt:ong network of commined citizens that will work roward 
preventing crime and growiJlh: ~1rong. healthy CClmmunitics. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you ro :;upport S8 2261 . 

Smcere.ly , 

Tin MyaUlg "rhein, Ph.D. 
E:cecunve Duector 

IJ NORTH lONG STJl£Er. HONOLUtU, HAWAII .. "" - lEt (lOt) 'Sf·IOtO - FAX (lOa) IS,.,Olt 

A)RMERt. Y KNOWN AS THE IMMICifWIT CEHTER 



From: Jeffrey Alameida
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: Testimony re: SB2261
Date: Sunday, February 26, 2012 3:52:34 PM

February 24, 2012
 
The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear  Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee:
 

Re: SB 2261– RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211

 
I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Reach. The collaborative effort
involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and
private businesses have helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.
 
Empower Oahu has worked with Weed and Seed in each of the project communities
through its Neighborhood Revitalization and Community Strengthening Programs. In
addition, it plays an integral role in meeting the social and economic objectives
outlined in each communities
Neighborhood Plan.
 
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose
strategy needs to be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure
that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.
 
Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support SB 2261.

Jeffrey Kalani Alameida, CFP
Executive Director
Empower O`ahu

www.empoweroahu.org
808.676.7679

mailto:jeff@empoweroahu.org
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://www.empoweroahu.org/
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February 24,2012 

The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 

Re: SB 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, 
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

My name is Barbara Tom. I recenUy retired from the DOH as a Public Health Nurse but continue to work closely with the 
Waipahu Community Coalition which I chaired for a number of years. The Coalition's main mission is to develop a safe and 
healthy community for Waipahu. The Weed and Seed Program has been an active and key partner with the Coalition in 
collaborating with residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private businesses to help us focus 
on crime reduction and drug prevention. 

For example, one of the preventative activities that Weed and Seed leads in our community is the RAP Program provided to 
Waipahu and Honowai Elementary School students. RAP stands for Real and Powerful sessions. Weed & Seed conducts 
weekly sessions with the students on making appropriate and informed decisions on drugs, intemet safety, school 
attendance, and bullying. 

Another program offered by Weed & Seed in Waipahu is Fresh Start which in partnership with Waipahu High School and 
Gear Up, targets youth that are on track for failure. Weed and Seed conducts workshops and supports educational 
excursions that teach students and parents skills in communication, problem solving and decision making. The goal is to 
give these students a much needed "fresh start". 

In addition to these programs, they help us organize many drug free activities for our community such as our annual 
Waipahu 5K Cane Haul RunlWalk, Taste of Waipahu, Historical Tour of Waipahu, Waipahu Christmas Parade and Carnival, 
Christmas Adopt-A-Family, etc. To eradicate the ever growing problem of neighborhood blight, Weed and Seed organizes 
graffiti paint outs and community clean ups. In addition, they have even been involved with a community group of 
Micronesian women in Pupuole and have shared information on domestic violence and other safety issues. As a Public 
Health Nurse, I know that prevention is often times a much more cost effective intervention than paying for drug treatment 
and incarceration. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your support of this 
important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens 
that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

~d~ 
Barbara Tom, Retiree and Citizen 
98-1854 Mikinolia Place 
Aiea, HI 96701 



February 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear  Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 
  

Re: SB 2261– RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM  
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

 
I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

It has been my experience that the officers of the Waipahu and Ewa/Ewa Beach areas have 
consistently demonstrated their professionalism, dedication and commitment to working 
collaboratively with our communities to improve the health and safety for everyone. Their focus on 
prevention are commendable and most importantly, appropriate as we all know how important it is to 
start working with children at a young age to produce responsible citizens. Their work with the 
elementary, intermediate and high school students are examples of excellent upstream interventions 
to address the prevention of truancy, gang involvement, and substance abuse. They recognize the 
value of education and how important it is for youth to be educated in order to become gainfully 
employed rather than resorting to illegal activities to survive and as such, have been partnered with 
“GEAR Up Waipahu” and New Hope Leeward to work with the FRESH START program targeting 
(current) Waipahu High School 10th grade students who are either about to fail or have repeated 9th 
grade. Their work with the 6th graders at Waipahu Elementary with the “Real and Powerful Sessions” 
provides important education regarding juvenile laws, substance abuse and illegal activities. 

Their strong presence in the Waipahu community to assist with creating neighborhood security 
watches in at-risk neighborhoods have provided the support residents need to empower themselves 
to report any illegal activities. This helps residents to feel safe in their homes. In addition, they will be 
hosting a first meeting in Waipahu to look at how community can support the state and federal 
governments regarding prison re-entry into the community. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be 
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners 
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and 
growing strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Kurasaki, RN PHN 
Department of Health 
Public Health Nursing  
Leeward Oahu PHN Section 
94-275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 
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February 23, 2012 

The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Mictlelle N. Kidani, Vice Chellr 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear : Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee 

RI!: S8 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

TO: 1 800 586 6231 P.3'lS 

I am appealing for your support of sa 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Killihi-Chinatown­
Ala Moami, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organlz3tions, community 
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes 

Weed & Seed hilS helped our Downtown community to be a much safer place to live. Weed & Seed 
police regularly come out to support us as we conduct our weekly Citizen's Patrol Walks. The Weed & 
Seed has made sure that we have the necessary supplies and equipment that keep us safe. Weed & 

Seed stands for a belief In the importance of the community's \IOlce being heard at all levels. This Is 
Important to me as a resident of the Downtown/Chinatown area, as it can get quite quarrelsome and 
political at times, 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. 
Your support of thIS Important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to 
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crimI:! and growing 
strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. [ urge you to support sa 2261. 

Dolores Mollring 
Resident 
Downtown Citizens Patrol 810ck CaptaIn 
1255 Nuuanu Ave., E807 
Honolulu, HI 96817 



From: Eric Wong
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: Please Support SB 2261, re: Weed and Seed Program
Date: Friday, February 24, 2012 11:24:56 AM

February 24, 2012

The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair

& Members of the Ways and Means Committee

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii  96813

Aloha Chairman Ige, Vice-Chairwoman Kidani, and Members of the Committee:

Re: SB 2261 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Decision Hearing on Tuesday, February 28, 2012

I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed
program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce
violent crime and drug-related crimes.

On behalf of the Kekaulike Courtyards residents here in Chinatown, we are
part of an active Citizen Patrol unit under the Honolulu Police Department
supported by assigned Weed and Seed, Community Policing police officers. We
believe this working relationship as their 'eyes and ears' for and with the
police department creates a safer community for those working and living in
Chinatown.

I hope you will agree that Weed and Seed is a critical community resource
and organizational tool that needs to be continued. Your support of this
critical program ensures our community partners continue building a strong
network of committed citizens earnestly preventing crime. Weed and Seed is
critical in our community thus I humbly urge that you support SB 2261; we
cannot afford to let crime takes its place in our communities.

Sincerely,

Eric Wong | Property Manager | Kekaulike Courtyards | (808)-545-2993

mailto:ewong@mutual-housing.org
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


February 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear  Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 
  

Re: SB 2261– RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM  
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

 
I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, 
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

I am a supporter of Weed and Seed because I have seen the improvement in our community through decreased crime and 
increased community awareness of illegal activities. They have realized that crime prevention must start at a younger age 
and they work with elementary, intermediate, and high school students to combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy, 
and gang involvement. They have organized graffiti paint outs and participated in beautification projects. They have assisted 
in creating neighborhood security watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered the residents to report 
illegal activities promptly. They have partnered with “GEAR Up Waipahu” and New Hope Leeward to create the FRESH 
START program which targets (current) Waipahu High School 10th grade students who are on the verge of failing or who 
are repeating the 9th grade. 

They work with 6th graders at Waipahu Elementary for their “Real and Powerful Sessions” educating the students about 
juvenile laws, substance abuse and illicit activity and help to empower the students to make safer choices as they age. 

They will also be instrumental in hosting the first meeting in Waipahu to discuss how the community can support the state 
and federal government concerning prison re-entry into the community. 

They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help to provide safe, healthy and drug free activities for 
the residents of Waipahu. It is a pleasure working with such dedicated professionals and I look forward to working with them 
in future projects. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your support of 
this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed 
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gail Kim, RN 
State of Hawaii 
Department of Health 
Public Health Nursing  
Leeward Oahu PHN Section 
94-275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 



February 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear  Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 
  

Re: SB 2261– RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM  
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

 
I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala 
Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and 
private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

I am a Department of Health Public Health Nurse and a member of the Waipahu Community Coalition. I am an 
avid supporter of Weed and Seed because I have seen their diligent efforts to improve the Waipahu 
community. The Weed and Seed officers and site coordinator work actively with elementary, intermediate and 
high school students to combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy and gang involvement. They have 
assisted in creating neighborhood security watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered 
the residents to report illegal activities promptly. Weed and Seed also organized graffiti paint outs and 
participated in beautification projects. They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help 
to provide safe, healthy and drug free activities for the residents of Waipahu. We are very fortunate to have 
such dedicated Weed and Seed team. I have seen the improvement in my community through decreased 
crime and increased community awareness of illegal activities. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your 
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong 
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy 
communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 

Sincerely, 

Jan Nishihira, RN 
State of Hawaii 
Department of Health 
Public Health Nursing  
Leeward Oahu PHN Section 
94-275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 



February 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Senator David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear  Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the WAM Committee: 
  

Re: SB 2261– RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM  
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 9:00am in Room 211 

  
I am appealing for your support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala 
Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 
  
The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups 
and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 
 
The Weed & Seed program has really helped the Waipahu community in its efforts to clean up the city and 
install pride in Waipahu.  You can see community residents, business leaders, and people from the churches 
and schools in Waipahu come together in support of this program.  Events such as town hall meetings, 
graffiti paint-outs, bike path clean-up,  Waipahu beautification day, Waipahu cane haul run, and 3-on-3 
basketball tournaments have all been organized and implemented to bring the community together and keep 
our children active in positive ways to prevent drugs and crime.     
  
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your 
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong 
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy 
communities.  
  
Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support SB 2261. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Ventura 
Vice President & Area Manager 
First Hawaiian Bank Waipahu Branch 
808-671-3978 
 



FEB-23-2012 15:24 FR01:5OH HCOCH 8008321866 

Februarv 9, Z012 

The Honorable Senator David V.lge, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear: Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidanl and Member.; of the Committee 

Re, sa 2261- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PflOGRAM 

TO: 1 808 586 6231 P.13" 15 

I am appealing for your support of S8 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-ChinCltown­
Ala MoamI, WaipClhu. Clod Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort irwolvlng law enforcement, residents, non-profit orgClnizations, community 
Sroups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

Being a resident of Kamehameha Homes and a faculty of KCllakaua Middle School I have seen and 
e)lperienced the impact of the Weed & Seed in my community and school. Weed & Seed police officers 
reBularly participate in functions to educate our students and parents. A citizen's patrol relulClriy walks 
our streets to document and report crime weekly. The respon5e by Weed & Seed to community issues 
and concerns continues to be appreciated. 

Weed and Seed is an Important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued 
Your support of this important program will en5ure that community leaders and partners continue to 
build a strons network of committed citizens that will work toward preventinH crime and growing 
strong, healthy communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the communitY. I urge you to support S8 2261. 

Resident 
Kamehameha Homes 



2.24.12 

The Honorable Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
& Members of the Ways and Means Committee 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 
Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 

Re: SB 2261 – RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM 

I am appealing for your support of SB2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program 
in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. 

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit 
organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce 
violent crime and drug-related crimes. 

Our weed and seed partners have played an integral part in preserving the safety 
of our student body of 2800 and of our faculty and staff of approximately 200.  
While being the biggest high school in the state of Hawai’I, they are available at 
times when safety is a concern for all of us.  Our partnership with weed and seed 
officers relays the message to our community that we value that our children feel 
safe when coming to school.  When our students feel safe than learning can take 
place. 

A great example of their caring for our students is when they are with us during 
our Adopt a Block projects in the community.  Alongside them we tackle the 
issues of grafitti and illegal dumping on our roadways and community walls. 

Another example is when they assist us with our periodic truancy sweep events.  
Besides arresting truant students, they also counsel our children to make the right 
decisions and come to school on time. 

There are many more examples defining our partnerships, and it would be terrible 
if this partnership would suddenly end.  The support that we get from our weed 
and seed partners are truly detrimental in the success for all of our students. 

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that 
needs to be continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that 



community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed 
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy 
communities. 

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support 
SB2261. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Guevara 

Vice Principal 

James Campbell High School 
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