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• Forests capture rain and cloudwater 
– Forests can increase water capture by up to 30% 

• 1% loss of recharge in the Ko`olau Mtns costs $42 
million  

• Invasive plants reduce estimated groundwater recharge 
in East Hawaii by 85 million gallons/day  

• Desalination plant planned for `Ewa will cost $40 
million to construct and $5 million annually to produce 
5 million gallons/day 
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Action Plan 
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• DLNR’s Goal 
– Double acreage protected in next 10 years 
– Requires investment of approximately $11 million per 

year 
– Fund approximately 150 FTE natural resource careers 
– This level of effort, or more, needed in perpetuity to 

stabilize Hawaii’s water source 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Action Plan 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   Funding 

• Dedicated funding needed 
• Watershed protection benefits multiple sectors 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Polling 

 
Public Support
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MAHALO 

Hahai no ka ua i ka ulula`au 

The rain always follows the forest  
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