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February 28, 2012

The Honorable Marcus P. Oshiro, Chair,
The Honorable Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair; and
Members of the House Committee on Finance

Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Conference Room 308, State Capitol

From: Dwight V. Takamine, Director
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR)

Re: HB2773HD2 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

HB 2773HD2 proposes to establish a Weed and Seed program in the DLIR, through the Office of
Community Services (OCS), to maintain the program in areas currently designated for the Weed and
Seed program and expand the program into other areas of the state. The bill would also appropriate
$336,000 in General Funds for the program.

DLIR opposes creating a new program within the department under OCS. However, the department
does support OCS administering a chapter 42F Grant-in-Aid for the program, as they have for a
number of years. The department suggests that any appropriation in the proposal should also cover
the administrative costs. Lastly, the DLIR’s support of the proposal is contingent upon its passage not
displacing the funding priorities of the administration.

II. CURRENT LAW

Currently, OCS administers the Weed and Seed Program as a Grant-in-Aid pursuant to chapter 42F. A
permanent program does not exist.

Ill. COMMENTS ON THE KOUSE BILL

DLIR supports and shares OCS’s concerns with the measure as currently drafted. The reduction of
crime and drug use is both outside the scope of OCS and the prevention of crime is outside the
mission of DLIP. The measure as currently worded would task OCS with providing direct services,
which would require significantly more resources including staff. The department notes that under HRS
Chapter 371K, OCS’s mission is to contract out services to other entities to provide services and then
provide administrative support and oversight.
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In addition, the proposal establishes a new program within DLIR to maintain and
expand the current program, which the department opposes. OCS has administered
a chapter 42F Grant-in-Aid for the Weed and Seed Program for a number of years.
The department notes that the budget for OCS at both the state and federal levels
has decreased over the last few budget cycles.

In sum, the department is supportive of OCS administering a Grant-In-Aid for the
Weed and Seed program as long as the proposal’s passage does not displace the
funding priorities of the administration.
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To: The Honorable Marcus Oshiro, Chair
House Committee on Finance

Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Conference Room 308, State Capitol

From: Mila Kaahanui, MSW
Executive Director
Office of Community Services (OCS)

Testimony for House Bill 2773, HD2-Relating to the Weed and Seed Program

I. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

The current proposal, HB 2773, IID1, would create a Weed and Seed program in the
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR), through the Office of Community
Services, as well as create a new requirement for a report to the Legislature to be submitted by
the Department. The bill would also appropriate $336,000 in General Funds for the program.
Additionally, the bill would provide a blank 42F grant to the YMCA of Honolulu for the
program. -

The Office of Community Services supports this legislation, with a few comments.

II. CURRENT LAW

Currently, OCS administers the Weed and Seed Program as a Grant-in-Aid pursuant to
Chapter 42F. A permanent program does not exist.



IlL COMMENTS ON HOUSE BILL

Given our previous testimony, we will confine our comments to the new section of the
bill. In general, OCS is supportive of the program. As we have iterated before, the Weed and
Seed program is a true community-building and empowerment program, allowing communities
to take charge of their neighborhoods through collective strength and shared ideals.

This bill confuses the fiscal impact somewhat by creating both a permanent program and
a grant-in-aid pursuant to HRS, Chapter 42F. We appreciate the Legislature’s intent to provide
funding options for the program, however would like to comment that if the bill passes as
currently worded, it would create an incredible situation of favoritism with one set of funds and
an uncomfortable procurement with the general fund program.

As stated in previous testimonies by OCS, we would also like to ensure whatever
program is funded, if any, contains a provision for the recovery of our administrative costs, and
does not interfere with the priorities of the Executive Supplemental Budget.

We thank you for the opportunity to testify and are available for questions.
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To: The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
House Committee on Finance

FROM: Patricia McManaman, Director

Subject: H.B. 2773, H.D.2 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012; ~:oo a.m.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

PURPOSE: The purpose of H.B. 2773, H.D.2 is to establish a weed and seed

program within the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations and provide an

unspecified appropriation for the program.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS)

supports the intent of H.B. 2773, H.D. 2 to help with a comprehensive multi-agency

approach to law enforcement, crime prevention and community revitalization.

The existing Weed and Seed Honolulu is currently under the umbrella of the

‘YMCA. The Weed and Seed is involved with community revitalization in Waipahu, Ewa

Beach and Kalihi-Palama. At the request of the Governor’s Office, the Weed and Seed

was asked to rejuvenate its program at the Mayor Wright Homes (M’WH). The DHS

coordinated with Hawaii Public Housing Authority, Department of Public Safety, U.S.

Housing and Urban Development, and U.S. Attorney’s Office, and Weed and Seed to
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY



facilitate the return of the Weed and Seed to MWH. As a result of the coordinated

effort and collaboration among these agencies, a one-year Memorandum of

Understanding was agreed upon by the parties to have the Weed and Seed assist HPHA

in improving the security and safety environment at 1VIMJH and to help provide social

programs that benefits the residents of MWH.

The Weed and Seed has a track record of success in all the communities that it

has been involved with. The DHS supports its continued existence, the intent of this

measure, but takes no position as to where Weed and Seed should be housed and defers

to the earlier testimony each submitted by the Office of Community Service and the

Department of Labor and Industrial Relations. It is our understanding that the

Honolulu Weed and Seed has submitted a Grants-in-Aid application for the upcoming

fiscal year. We leave it to the Committee’s judgment as to Whether this will be the more

appropriate vehicle to accomplish the purpose of the bill, namely the continued support

for the existence of the Honolulu Weed and Seed.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
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February 28, 2012

The Honorable Marcus ft
and Members

Committee on Finance
House of Representatives
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Oshiro, Chair

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re: House Bill No. 2773, HD2, Relating to the Weed and Seed Program

I am Major William Chur of DistrictS (Kalihi) of the Honolulu Police Department (HPD), City and
County of Honolulu,

The HPD supports House Bill No. 2773, HD2. This bill establishes and appropriates funding for
a Weed and Seed program within the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations.

As a partner in the Weed and Seed program since its inception several years ago, the HPD
recognizes the benefits of the program in reducing crime and improving the quality of life for
people who live and work in the Weed and Seed designated communities,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

APPROVED:

frLOUIS M. KEALOHAChief of Police

Sincerely,

t-J.ULn-~ CL~4-~
WILLIAM R. CHUR, Major

Servino and Protect/na Will, Aloha
C



THE GENTRY COMPANIES

February 10, 2012

The Honorable Marcus Oshiro, Chair, and Members
House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 306
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

RE: H.B. 2773, HAl 2 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012; 3:00 p.m.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

I am Debbie Luning, an employee of Gentry Homes and a member of the Ewa Weed and
Seed Steering Committee. I am testifying in strong support of H.B. 2773, H.D. 2, an
appropriation measure to sustain the Weed and Seed program in communities on Oahu.

As the developer of a residential community within the Ewa Weed and Seed site, Gentry
is very supportive of continued funding for the Weed and Seed program. We have been
active participants in the collaborative effort involving law enforcement, citizens, non-profit
organizations, social service agencies, community groups and private businesses (such
as ours) and are pleased that Ewa is undergoing a positive transformation. Violent and
drug-related crimes have been reduced substantially, large drug dealers have been
“weeded out’ and “seeding” programs have been implemented for families and youth.

The Weed and Seed program is working. However, we need to continue the efforts to
restore neighborhoods and the families that live within, and I urge your support of this bill.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

GENTRY HOMES, LTD.

~cp
Debra M. A. Luning
Director of Governmental Affairs and
Community Relations

550 N. Nirnitz Hwy., Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 P0. Box 295, Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 (808) 599-5558



February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
he Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 95813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HO 2— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

I am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HO 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and
private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

I am a Department of Health Public Health Nurse and a member of the Waipahu Community Coalition. I am an
avid supporter of Weed and Seed because I have seen their diligent efforts to improve the Waipahu
community. The Weed and Seed officers and site coordinator work actively with elementary, intermediate and
high school students to combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy and gang involvement. They have
assisted in creating neighborhood security watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered
‘ie residents to report illegal activities promptly. Weed and Seed also organized graffiti paint outs and

participated in beautification projects. They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help
to provide safe, healthy and drug free activities for the residents of Waipahu. We are very fortunate to have
such dedicated Weed and Seed team. I have seen the improvement in my community through decreased
crime and increased community awareness of illegal activities.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773, HO 2.

Sincerely,

Jan Nishihira, RN
State of Hawaii
Department of Health
Public Health Nursing
Leeward Oahu PHN Section
94-275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797



February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

Re: KB 2773— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program
in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce
violent crime and drug-related crimes.

The Ewa Beach Community Based Development Organization (Ewa Beach CBDO1
supports Weed and Seed and is requesting funding be given so we can reduce
crimes damaging our neighborhood such as drugs and burglaries.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that
needs to be continued. Your support ofthis important program will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support
H 82773.

Sincerely,

Christiane Bolosan-Yee

President of Ewa Beach Community Based Development Organization

(808) 778-3230



February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2773— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent
crime and drug-related crimes.

The Weed and Seed program has provided Ilima Intermediate School with additional
resources that otherwise would not be available. They have always been willing to
help us with various things, the most recent being chaperones for our after school
social. While providing their assistance in these activities, they were constantly
building relationships with the adults on campus and more importantly, the students
here at our school. These positive relationships can go a long way in the
development of our young adolescents in helping them to stay on the right path.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that
needs to be continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB2773.

Sincerely,

Stephen S. Ing
Ilima Intermediate School
Student Activities Coordinator
808.687.9325
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February 27,2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96513

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

I am appealing for your support of H6 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moans, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. The collaborative effort
involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private
businesses have helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Empower Oahu has worked with Weed and Seed in each of the project communities through
its Neighborhood Revitalization and Community Strengthening Programs. In addition, it plays
an integral role in meeting the social and economic objectives outlined in each communities
Neighborhood Plan.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy
needs to be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community
leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work
toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HE 2773, HD 2.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Alameida, CFP
Executive Director
Empower Qahu
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February 27. 2012

The 1-lonorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative ivlarilyti Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HR 2773, RD 2 —RELATING TO TIlE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2Q12, 3:00pm in Room 308

I am appealing for your support ofHE 2773, I-ID 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Icalihi-Chinatown-Ala
Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent crimes and drug-related crimes in my community.

Waipahu Elementary School’s support for Weed & Seed Waipahti is a direct result of the valuable service every
member of the organization provides to not only our school, but also the entire Waipahu community. Weed & Seed
Waipahu and the YMCA of Honolulu have partnered with our school in a variety of ways to support our students
rind families. The police officers and site coordinator assist us with our Drug Free parade through the community,
they have done presentations to parents and families, and have also contributed to prevention efforts by mentoring
our 6’’ grade students in rap sessions.

Beyond those significant efforts developed through our school partnership, I personally support and believe in the
direction and goals of the Weed & Seed program. Coordination of efforts and leveraging of resources has allowed
progress to occur in shaping a prideful and more resourceflil Waipahu conmiunity. Because of that, I do participate
in and support Weed & Seed activities whenever possible, even if these events are not school related.

\Feed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource which needs to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support I-lB 2773, lID 2.

Sincerel

Paul S. Taga
Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPWYER
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STATE OF HAWAfl

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Ewa Makal Middle School

91.6291 Kapolni Parkway
Ewa Geach, HawaIi 06706

February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2773— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ma Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
crimes.

The Weed and Seed officers are looked upon as not only policeman but as active participants
and leaders in our school setting. They have done presentations to our students about
bicycle and pedestrian safety, career in law enforcement and drug and alcohol awareness.
They have also Interacted with our students as referees in football, basketball and other sports.
They have assisted us in mass evacuation and other safety school drills.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support l-1B2773.

Sincerely,

Ed Oshiro

Principal of Ewa Makai Middle School



FEB-27-2012 13:37 FROM:SOH HCDCH 6026321266 TO: 6065866061 P.17’Ifl

N&I Abernromble I~ThIWN S. F4AThVOSHI
GV~RNO~ 8HP~NTENDEMT

STATE OF HAWAII
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KALAKAUA MIDDLE SCHOOL
221 KahN St.

I-IONOLUUJ. H~WM 96219

February 22,2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn R. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice ChaIr Leo and Members of the Committee:
Re: [(82773-RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
I am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed at~d Seed program in Kalihi’
ChinatowmAla Moans, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.
The collaborative effort involving Law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
crimes,
Kalakaua Middle School has benefitted from the Weed & Seed program through assistance
with our Career Days, Ohana Fairs, and Bullying presentation to our faculty by Weed & Seed
police officers, Our counselor and SASA both attended the Gang Violence Prevention
Training this past September and are currently active with the plans being made for the
follow-up project in KPT later this month. Weed & Seed is a regular resource that can be
drawn upon to benefit our students, families mid ne~ghhorhood,
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of conmiitted citizens that Will work toward
preventing crime arid growing strong, healthy communities.
Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support FIB 2773.
Sincerely,

Lorcici Karasaki
Principal
Kalukaun Middle School
821 KaIThi St
Honolulu, 1-1.1 96$19

AN APPIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITYAGENCY
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF ~DUCATI0N

LINAPUNI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1434 LINPPUNI STREET

HONOLULU. HAWAII ~68IQ

February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re; HB 2773- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HR 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations.
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
cilnies.

The dedication of Weed & Seed staff and police officers; to connect to our students, school and
community, has inspired school faculty to work a little bit later and do a little bit more for
community-based prevention projects. These activities, that have helped educate our families,
inevitably help stabilize our students for better success and attendance in school.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued, Yourisupport of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. 1 urge you to support HR 2773.

Sincerely,

Cynthia unahara
Principal
Linapuni Elementary School
1434 Linapuni Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPCRTUNrrY EMPLOYER
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Febnrnry 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the I-louse Committee on Finance
Rawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee anti Membeis of the Committee:

Rc: RB 2773—RELATING TO THE WEE]) AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support ofHB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kelihi—
Chinatown-Ala Meana, Waipahu, arid Ewa/Ewa Beach,

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
gro’ups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-relaled crimes,
In the recent past, Dole Middle School has worked in coflaboration with Weed & Seed and other
community partners to iinptovc quality of life and address some the issues prevalent as daily realities for
our familie& Weed & Seed hosted a Gang Violence Prevention Training which we participated in.

Along with others that attended, we are now almost set to implement a Community Speak Out event at
Kubjc, Park Terrace on 2129/12. This event will allow us to connect with the residents themselves as we
seek to provide services and educational opportunities that address the needs as heard from them This
past January, 1 5G of our students assisted in a large-scale graffiti paint over where they were able to
work in unison with police, Rep. John Mizuno and his staff and the l4auilci Citizen’s Patrol group.
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.

Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growiri~
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community I urge you to support ED 2773.

Sincerely,

Mr . Arnie Kikawa, Principal

fl4 AFFIRMATIVE ACTIONANL) EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMpLOYER
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representauve Marcus it Osbiro, Chair
The Honorable Representadve Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Han ii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: 1W ~773 — RElATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

lam appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program In Kaiihi-Ctiinatown-AIa Muana,
Walpahu, and Ewa/Ewa ~eath.

The coilabocative effort IrwoMng law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and
private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crima

For the past few years, Weed & Seed has assisted our school, and specifically, our Restructuring Plan SWB
(Successful Workplace Behaviors) circle group with a number 01 Initiatives such as the Attendance Symposium In
203S, scheduled truancy sweeps. Truancy Saturday School, and Gang Violence Prevention Training. They were key
In recruitIng attendees for the symposium and have attended our Saturday School sessions to help counsel
students about making good choices and improving their attendance. Most recently, they have been wor*lng with
some of the kalihi YMCA counselors to assist us with Truancy Saturday School follow-up and are also In the process
of helping us to acquire funding for a SWB student Incentive pco~rani. They have played a vital role In our efforts
to achIeve national and state standards and also our school goals.

Weed andSeed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your
support of this Important program Will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong
network of committed cItizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing 5ttOnP~, healthy comffiunitie~,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HE 2773.

Sincerely,

Al Carganilia
Principal
Farflrigtori High School
1564 N. King St.
Honolulu, HI 96817

AN AFFIRMATiVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPOR11JNITY EMPLOYffR
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Kavinakap ill Church
!stab1i~hod 1838

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
766 NORTH KING STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817

PHONE: (806) 845-0908

Febnzary 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Uonoiulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: liE 2773- RELATING TO THE WEE)) AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of RB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatowti
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped redace violent crime and drug-related crimes. Although,
recently the community had to deal with violent crime activity within the last six inotxtbs, compared to
where we were 5 years ago the number of violent crimes has actually decreased.

We have partnered with this pro~am by making our facilities available for community and program
meetings, as well as, a location for surveillance of illegal activity in our vicinity. We have vowed to
continue to support and partner with this program.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued,
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build
a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong,
healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the conmiunity. I urge you to support HA 2773.

Sincerely,

K u Richard K. Kamanu
Kahn Mua, Senior Pastor

Kahu Richard K. Komonu, Senior Pastor
Kahu David K. k’oupu, Emeritus (Retired)
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_____ Broadcast House of the Pacific, Inc.

1734 S. Kino Strata Honolulu, HI 96826 (808) 946-2844 ~47~353l IAN

KNDI
§270AM

February 22. 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representatke Marilyn B. tae, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, HawaIi 96813

Dear Chair Qshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: Hif Z773 — RELATING TOTH~ WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

lam appealing for yoursupport of 1-ifi 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatçwr.
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

As part of the Weed & Seed effort to reduce crime, we helped by airing educational messages to the
community in Hlipino, Samoan, Tongan, Marshallese, Chuukese and Pohnpeian languages.

The feedback we received from these communities was very favorable. The communities were very
happy to receive some help; but most importantly creating a personal relationship with the Honolulu
Police Department in fighting crime.

This is the one of the most imaginative and practical outreach program to get through to these
communities. We are willing partners ol Weed & Seed and will always do our best to help the cause by
providing affordable campaigns with announcements in Ethnic Languages.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support ot this important program will ensure thatcomrnunlty leaders end partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very Important to the Community. I urge you to support HB 2773.

Sincerely,

Leone Jona
Pre&/Gen. Mgr.
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K~J~bj Bap~Li8i~ Ch~~~h John Vaughn, Pastor
~888 Owawa Street

E{onolalu, Hawaii 96819-4255
Telephone and Fax: (808) 845-4584

February 26, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HR 2773 H.D~ 2.— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HR 2773 H,D. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moans, waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach,

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime arid drug-related crimes.

Weed & Seed has been particularly effective in the area of Kalihi Valley Homes, and the surrounding
Karu IV Rd. area. The work done within the Weed & Seed strategy has given us ways to work together to
make our community safer. Church members feel encouraged and supported to give a little extra time
and effort to our neighborhood. We remove graffiti and pick up trash on a regular basis whenever we
can. Through Weed & Seed we have learned not to wait around or expect others (like government) to
do what we can very easily do for ourselves.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime arid growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support RB 2773 H.D. 2.

Sincerely,

d~hnVaughn
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PACIFIC GATEWAY CENTER

Febraary 26, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus ft. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, \1iee Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair i.,ee and Members ofthe Committee:

Re 1182773 iLl). 2. - RELATING TO TIlE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HR 2773 lTD. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipa.hu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, commtrnity groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent and
dmg-related crimes in my community. Our organization Pacific Gateway Center was one of the
collaborating organizations of Weed and Seed and was energized to be selected for the very first
Weed and Seed site. The drastic drop in crime was visible and far reaching.

Weed and. Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that commirnity leaders arid
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support RB 2773 HI). 2.

Sincerely.

Tin Myaing Them, Ph.D
Executive Director

83 NORTH KING $rAEET, b~OM0LULU, HAWAII g~air— TEL (808) 851-7(~1O— FAX (SOS 051.70W

~0RMERL V KNOWN AS tHE IMMIGRANT CEN7ER
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C: HAWAJI%
~J.. MOST WANTED

Hawaii’s Most Wanted Magazine

February 26, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House CommEttee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HO 2773 H.D. 2.— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PRDGRAM

am appealing for your support of HB 2773 RD. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Hawaii’s Most Wanted Magazine support Weed & Seed by providing space in its publications free-of-
charge. Projects carried out by the community collaborative partners throughout the Weed & Seed sites
are models of crime prevention and reduction successes that can be modeled throughout our State.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strorjg network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, heal+hy communities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773 H-U. 2.

Sinc rely,

~anUio-sarie~(
0 ner

RO. Box 38017 Honolulu, HI 96837~ (808) 585-6231 • http://hawaiimostwantecicom
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literacy

February 22, 20 12

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
The Honordble Representative Marilyn B. Tee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii Stale Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: 11)3 2773 -RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

I am writing to support SB 2261 to sustain the Wed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala
Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. ‘the collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents,
non-profit organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and
drug-related crimes when it operates as an active program in areas that need such interventions.

Weed & Seed has in the past been, a partner with Hawaii Literacy to utilize federal funding to increase
our capacity to deliver rree literacy services to over 500 youth and families of Kuhio Park Terrace and
Mayor Wright Homes. in 2008 and 2Q09, funds through Weed & Seed helped us to purchase needed
equipment arid supplies that enhanced our services in these communities, and allowed us to expand our
aaer-school and evening literacy, education, and ESL programs to six days a week and provide much
needed positive, educational activities that build literacy and life skills for Thmilies with many needs.
We were proud thai. our program could be one of the “Seeds” fbr a better community!

~Veed and Seed is a viable organizational tool and community resource that could have great impact if
continued. Your support of this bill would allow community leaders and partners continue to build a
strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and gyowing strong,
healthy communities, Mahalo for your consideration and for all your work to make our communities
safer and livable fbi everyone.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Skjold
Executive Director

Guard of Directors
R4 Scott Simon, &esident • Rebecca lcnuth, Wco President • Daniel Ho Treasurer • Suzanne Skjcld, Sacretvr’,’

Gary Saunier - Rachel dcl Itosarlo Mitchell Ka’aFali’i • Scan K. Knox • Jason Masald
Marc Ckumura • Shaun Salvador • Brett 5eitman G. Todd Wlthy~ • James Wong~ •Mco,I,k~3#12

Hawaii Literacy ‘ 200 N Vineyard Blvd2 Suite 320 - Honolulu, Ht 96817
Telephone (808) 537-6706 - Facsimile (808) 537-3072 • Internet; ~~~.hawaUhiteracy.org
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Foi’t Stiret Mall

February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Ft Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee. Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawail 96813

Re; 1182773 H.D. 2- RaATJNe TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Your support of I-lB 2773 11.0. 2 is needed to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed facilitates collaboration amongst law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and pñvate businesses to devise strategies and
programs to ‘weed’ out violent and drug-related crimes and plant the ~seeds” of new and
viable businesses and activities in our communities. Weed and Seed has provided the
loft Street Mall Business Impro~iement District Association with a conduit that enables
our merchants to share concerns and discuss ideas and strategies, in addition to
providing our mall community with a better understanding of law enforcement.

Weed and Seed enables us to gather, talk, and develop practical and realistic solutions
that can positively affect our community. Weed and Seed has allowed us to build
consensus amongst our diverse stakeholders and it has given us credibility and a voice
that is heard. Weed and Seed is vital to ensure that our conlmunity maintains a strong
network as the drug problem and its accompanying social ills are not easily eliminated or
resolved.

Please supporl HG 2773 HO. 2-

Sincerely,

Gene ~4koi
Presiddt’lt & Executive Oiyector

¶132 Bithop SLroot. Suite 125 - Honolulu. HI 96813 ‘ Phon&Fax (805) 441-4995
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Ig~ _________

CEDAR _______________

ASSEMBLY OF GOD P.O. Hox 201429. Honolulu, HdwalIPSS2o www.cedaraog.com Sr Pastor: Jimmy Yamada

February 22, 20U

The Honorable Represehtatlve Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
the Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on FinHnce
Hawaii State capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 95813

Oear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2273 H.D. 2—RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGR4M

I am appealing for your support of HE 2773 H.p. 2 to sustain the Weed and seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moaria, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The coilaboretive effort invoi~ing law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups ~nd private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. ThIs is an
Important model: to h~w communities work together.

In the very recent past Cedar Asstcnbly of God has partnered with Weod & seed to address some of the
issues in the Kuhin Park Terrace area. We are currently working on connecting with the residents in the
community to find cut aboutthe issues thatare important to them, and the solutions that they can be a
part of. We have members of our church involved in planning and Implementing a Kalihi Community
&Orurn coming up at the end of this month.

Weed and Seed Is an lmpojtant organizational tool and commitnity resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this Important program will ensure that community I~ders and partners COfltinue to
bufld a skong network of to*njnftted citizens that will worktoward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed swery important to the community.

T Yaniada (Jimmy Yamada)
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TJ MAHONEY & ASSOCIATES
Ka Hale [Jolla Hou No Na Wabine

The Home of&awakenins i’or fl,wen

Pebruaty 22, 2012
UOUSE CO W1E~ QN HNANGE
Representative Marcus It Ositho, Chair; Reprusentanve Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, I Iawaii %S 13

Re: SUPPORT FOR HR 2773 - kItLATING TO THE WEED AND SERb PROGRAM

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

‘Ibis letter is being written in strong support of the Grant-tn-Aid funding requested to sustain the Weed and
Seed strategy in T(alibi-Ghinatown-AIa Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. Our program, ‘1’] Mahoney &
Associates, ICa Hale JIc>~ala Hon NoNa Wahine (T’he Home of Reawakening for Women), conlncts with the
State Department of Public Safety and provides residential transitional services for female offenders exiting
the criminal justice system and re-entering the community.

Nine years ago, our program re-located ftorn the Makiki area to the Kalihi Palarna area. As an organization,
we are cxircrndy conscientious about being good neighbors and participating in pro-social and positive
neighborhood enhancing efforts. For this tea~on, we partnered with Weed and Seed in their efforts to reduce
violent arid drug-related crimes in our community. Our on-going collaboration with Weed and Seed provides
our residents with the opportunity to give back to the community in meaningful ways, participating in
positive, pro-social interactions with a wide array of cotnmunitv members. This sen’es to decrease the stigma
surrounding ex-offenders and increases the potential for their successful community re-integration.

We commend Weed and Seed [or their positive contributions to community safety and urge you to support
their request for Grant-Jo-Md funding. ft is our contention that this project heneths :ilhin helping make safer
communities for everyone.

Tf you need any addinonal information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 748-4.309.

Very Truly Yours,

Tj Mahoney & Associates
Ka Hale Ho’iila IIou No Na Wãhine

Lorraine Robinson
Executive Director

524 Kaaahi St HonoLulu, III 96817 Ph. 748-4300 Fax 748-4343
IEmpowcrUzg women to successfully frausitionfrom prison to the cornmwW~’

witty. recavakepun~çfo flVwfleIL
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~ GIAIbWNBUSINESS&COMMUNInASSOCIATIOW~
X

1181 Wanaka Street Honolulu I4e~i 96818 I ~V L- i
Tel: 8O8-391-435O.f~ 808 422-7803 www.cbca-hi.cQrn email: ciskwock@~oLcOm

Pfaldent
CMx Lan Shzsbert-ltwack
~Iice Protildont
Davk~ Chang
that Vice President February 27, 2012

Dolores MoUnng
secretaty

RensMCMShO Letter of Support for Weed & Seed District One
Including Ohinatown, Liliha & Kalihi

AssL fleneurer
Do1on~s Molhtzg CBCA supports Weed and Seed and are requesting finding be given so we

Dlrectovn can reduce ci-imes damaging our neighborhood such as drugs,
Dn Jos~ph You rig prostitution, gambling, graffitti and burglaries.
Karl Kao
Entic inc
Angth( C2ang Chinatown is an important area and has a history of such repeated crimes
Ryan Aka.’n4te making it an unsafe place for tourists and residents alike. Reecent
Jug Yeuag . ..

Meily Msan9 passage of Jaws limiting contact with middle and high school students
Rev. Thwne Pang with drug dealers and prostitutes have helped some but a regular HPD
BC-qjl Meng Yu and Weed and Seed programs are vety urgently needed,

MvIsara
Joe Leoni
Stanford Yuan Mahalol
Dn Kin Ming Chfrtg
Hant Nakanwto
Pratjc Law

Ron Lira C) -

Volunteers Chu Lan Shubert-Kwock,
Angela Chang ~ ide ~
Melani Wang a fC$ fl,
JaW Th~pphaoong 391-4350,
Ivy Kinney
&tiNakrnnato
Jtifti Mzkarnoto
Tori Ktnney
Satdy Ng
Lena La
Bergl Ming Yzz

Legal Couneel

n-oteetinq thA Chinatown Communitm its CILItW’UZ Hertiagn & Divers Itis (Mid qS a Model c~t# th t&e
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February 27, 2G~2 boysaeIrnscum~

Friends for Boys & Girl* Club
The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair Hale Pono Ewa Beach
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice chair clubhouse
& members of the Finance Committee 91484 Fort Weaver Rd. Suite A
State Capitol Ewa Beach HI 96706
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Tel: 808.689.4182

Fax; 808.689.0625

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and members of the committee

RE: RB 2773 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM Officers
Jarnie Giambrone

[am appealing for your support of 1182773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program President
in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwwEwa Beach. Georgette Stevens

Vice President
The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents5 non-profit Cheziani Lee
Organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce Secretary
violent crime and drug-related crimes. Walter Enriques

Treasurer
Through the years Weed and Seed has been very instrumental to the Ewa Beach
community, its youth family and businesses. My years of involvement with the
Weed and Seed’s initiative, I’ve witness the changes within our community; as less Board of Directors
crime, and truancy dwindles each year, graffiti has been less few and the Shane Duhon
community has been safer for our youth, family and business. WUl EsperoLloyd I4araguchi

Cynthia Hermosura
Their involvement with various programs and projects should be recognized as one Eileen Hirota
of the leading programs in the state. Officer’s involvement with youth in the Ruedeen Itanioto
capacity of mentoring, being positive role models for youth that provides various Eileen Lynn
programs within the school system and community as intramurals, culinaiy arts Jr. James Moylan
bowling, Jr. Golf; Health to Ocean (H2)~ programs, that gives youth an alternative cheryl Nekota
to positive programs than the streets. In support of community involvement arid Denise Oliveira
partnership, the citizen patrol program with both youth and adults have been on - Arthur Pelkaus
going for over six years, graffiti paint outs to help beauti~’ our community, and Tawny Porter
varbus community projects that secures and reinforces safety concerns and issues Richard Quiainzon
community may have. Carina TagupaNaomi Takaniori

Sharene Tam
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that ~
needs to be continued. It is with great importance they continue the efforts in Eric Wong
keeping our community safe and our youth out of harm’s way. Stacey Vonamine

Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and Clubhouse Director
Partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will Frances Rivero
work toward preventing crime atid growitig strong, healthy COttttiunitieS. Chief Professional Officer

Tim Motts
Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support
SB2261. Aloha United WaV

rances
Director- Hale Pono Clubhouse

Great Futures Starts Here.
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February 27~ 2012

The Honorable RepresentaUve M rtus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representailve Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: KB 2773, HO 2— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

I am appealing foryour support of HR 2773; ND 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatqwn-Ala Moana,
Waipahu, and EwaiEwa Beach.

The collaborafive effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private
businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Over the past eleven yeats of managing the Waipahulown Center, I have seen and experienced much improvement in our
Waipahu community as aresult of the direct involvement, and tflless liptw. that the Weed and Seed officers. have devoted
into educating and mentoring our keiki, young adults and parents to seek the right choices in creating bçtter lives for
themselves. The Waipahu community will always need the assistance ofoutreach programs however, Weed and Seed has
proven to be a success on its own coattails amongst the residents and businesses.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that. needs to be continued. Your support of
this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to i,uild a strong network of comritted
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and grqwing strong, healthy communjUes.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support KB 2773, HO 2.

Sincerely,

MERIDIAN PACIFIC

Agent for Waipahu, LLC

Executive Vice President

MER:DJM4 PACIFIC, cm NtERtIAN ~CIFIC
1801 IThuran Bo~iovmd SuLIO COO 34-050 Farrin3ton H~hwa~ Suite El-S
tiburDi. CA 94320 Waipahu, Hawaii 96737
4151189-5530 rAx:4l51?69-5564 80818fl-6700 ForS0W671-242? wlfwffieridiaflPae3IChd.OO,T1

~0AL ESlAIE Londsrs Pnndpa.s,tevelopers
&lartgage flankers invesirnepi Oai*nrs
Fund Adsic~e Asset kanagors
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February 27~ 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: KB 2773 H,O. 2.— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of H~ 2773 H.D. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Walpahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Working in public housing in the Kamehameha Homes and Kaahumanu Homes communities, I have seen
the impact of the Weed & Seed program to reduce and prevent crime~ Through its support of the
tenant associations and the prevention activities that they conduct throughout the year; through graffiti
removal and area beautification and through the establishment of Citizen’s Patrols and regular
communication and contact with district HPD officers; Weed & Seed has proven itself to be an integral
part of the community and surrounding neighborhood.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build, a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important the community. I urge you to support NB 2773 RD. 2.

Sincerely, t)tzc’Lt_~

Wade Kau
BMW Supervisor II
Kamehameha Homes
State of Hawaii
Hawaii Public Housing Authority
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee;

Re: HB 2773 H.D. 2.— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

lam appealing for your support of Hk 2773, H.0. 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, arid Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations1 community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent czirne and drug-related crimes.

Working in public housing in the Kamehameha Homes and lcaahumanu Homes communities, I have seen
the impact of the Weed & Seed program to reduce and prevent crime. Through its support of the
tenant associations and the prevention activities that they conduct throughout the year; through graffiti
removal and area beautification and through the establishment of Citizen’s Patrols and regular
communication and contact with district HPD officers; Weed & Seed has proven itself to be an integral
part of the community and surrounding neighborhood.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773 H.D. 2.

Sincerely,

Shaunna Okuda
Public Housing Specialist II
State of Hawañ
Hawaii Public Housing AuthorIty
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the Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
the Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Comrrilttee:

Re: H5 2773 HD 2— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

I am appealing for your support of HR 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Ka[ihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana.
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

I am a supporter of Weed and Seed because! have seen the improvement in our community through decreased crime and
increased community awareness of illegal activilies. They have realized that crime prevention must start at a younger age
and they work with elementary, intermediate, and high school students to combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy,
and gang involvement. They have organized graffiti paint outs and participated in beautification projects. They have assisled
in creating neighborhood security watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered the residents to report
illegal actvities promptly. They have partnered with ‘GEAR Up Waipahu’ and New Hope Leeward to create the FRESH
START program which targets (current) Waipahu High SchooF 10~ grade students who are on the verge of failing or who
are repeating the 9th grade.

They work with 6th graders at Waipahu Elementary for their ‘Real and Powerful Sessions’ educating the students about
juvenile laws. substance abuse and illicit activity and help to empower the students to make safer choices as they age.

They will also be instrurriental in frtosting the first meeting in Waipahu to discuss how the community can support the state
and federal government concerning prison re-entry into the community.

They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help to provide safe, healthy and drug free activities for
the residents of Waipahu. It is a pleasure working wilh such dedicated professionals and I look forward to working with them
in future projects.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your support of
this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HR 2773, HD 2,

Since rely,

Kim, RN
tate of Hawaii

Department of Health
Public Health Nursing
Leeward Qahu PHN Section
94-275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101
Waipahu, HaviaH 96797
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February 27, 2012

The 1-lonorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The 1-lonorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the I-louse Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: JIB 2773, Fl)) 2-RELATING TO THE WEE]) ANT) SEED PROGRAM
Rearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

T am appealing for your support of 1-lB 2773, HI) 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program. in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups
and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

The Weed & Seed. program has really helped the Waipahu. community iii its efforts to clean up the city and
install pride in Waipahu. You can see community residents, business leaders, and people from the churches
and schools in Waipahu come together in support of this program Events such as town hal]. meetings,
graffiti paint-outs, bike path clean-up, Waipahu beautification day, Waipahu cane hau.l run, and 3-on-3
basketball tournaments have all been organized and implemented to bring the community together and keep
our children active in positive ways to prevent drugs and crime.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be condnued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and parn~ers continue to build a strong
network of’ committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support FIB 2773, HI) 2.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Ventura
Vice President & Area Manager
First Hawaiian Bank Waipahu Branch
SQg-671-3978
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee arid. Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HE 2773, Ff1) 2- RELATING 10 THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 30g

I am appealing for your support of I-lB 2773, MD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

I am appealing for your support Of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed ~nd Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moaa Waipahu, and Ewa/I3wa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations.
community groups arid private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
crimes.

Weed and Seed has always supported our school, Waipahu Inteimediate, by responding to any
emergency calls where police is needed, helped with addressing our at-risk populations, worked
with students on a one-on-one basis, &ven us consultation on a case to case basis.. .the list goes
on ft Weed and Seed is eliminated, ow school will have lost an important community partner
who helps us educate ow students on how to be contributing citizens to society.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will etasure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773, kID 2.

Sincerely.

Lisa T. Ynigues
Waipahu Intermediate School
Vice Principal
808-675-0177

B08—~ LOD/LOOd 908—1 LBLO S19 908 d31~I OHVdIVM—~~~ I~L0:LL ZL0Z—1Z—qed
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2773— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for yoursupport of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program In Kailbi-Chinatown
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

As a resident of Kaahumanu Homes I see Weed &Seed working in our community and makes a
difference. Weed & Seed helped us with our Christmas CelebratiQn that we could give our kids goody
bags and a nice time. The Keahumanu Homes Citizen’s Patrol walks every week to make our place safe.
On behalf of our board, we want Weed & Seed to stay.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this Important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773.

Sincerely.

~L~L

Rose Ayala-Switzer
Resident
Tenant Association President
Kaahumanu Homes
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus It Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2773— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

am appealing for your support of HU 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown
Ala Moana, Walpahu, and Ewa/Ewa Seach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Being a resident of Kamehameha Homes and a faculty of Kalakaua Middle School I have seen and
experienced the Impact of the Weed & Seed in my community and school. Weed & Seed police officers
regularly participate in functions to educate our students and parents. A citizen’s patrol regularly walks
our streets to document and report crime weekly. The response by Weed & Seed to community Issues
and concerns continues to be appreciated.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HU 2773,

Resident
Kamehameha Homes
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee arid Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2773 H.D, Z~ — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

am appealing for your support of HR 2773 M.D. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kafihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Weed & Seed has helped our Downtown community to be a much safer place to live. Weed & Seed
police regularly come out to support us as we conduct our weekly Citizen’s Patrol Walks. The Weed &
Seed has made sure that we have the necessary supplies and equipment that keep us safe. Weed &
Seed stands for a belief in the importance of the community’s voice being heard at all levels. This is
important to me as a resident of the Downtown/Chinatown area, as it cart get quite quarrelsome arid
political at times.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very iniportant to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773 M.D. 2.

Sincerely,

Dolores Mollring
Resident
Downtown Citizens Patrol Block Captain
1255 Nuuanu Ave., E807
Honolulu, HI 96817
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February27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: JIB 2773, HI) 2- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEEP PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

lam appealing for your support of MB 2773, HI) 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program inKalihi
Chinatown-Ala Moana, \Vaipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups
and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

As a parent of 6 children and 2 grandchildren living in Waipahu, my first priority is the safety of my family.
Unfortunately, my home of 19 years, Waipahu, has the stigma of being a bad place to live. While I
acknowledge that we have criminal and drug issues, I also know that Waipahu is a safer place to live because
of Weed and Seed. Through Weed and Seed, we have a team of officers who are designated to work hand in
hand with the community to solve problems. In fact, just last year, they arrested some people for prostitution
near where I live.

As a parent-community facilitator at an area elementary school, I have seen the improvement in the way our
students/children relate to police officers. In the past, many of our children viewed officers as aggressive
people who only caused harm to their ‘ohana. Through the partnerships that the Weed &, Seed officers have
created, it has changed their views. They now see police officers as people who are looking out for their best
interests. Weed and Seed has educated individuals on how drugs and other negative influences ruin families
and community. Weed and Seed has empowered residents to take back their community. As the saying goes,
“‘Ohana means no one is left behind.” I believe that because of Weed and Seed, no one in Waipahu is left
behind.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and panthers continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support MB 2773, HD 2.

Sincerely,

Resident of Waipahu
94-207 Waipahu Street #196
Waipahu HI 96797
861-6574
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marws Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96313

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finaricecomniittee:

Re: H8 2773, ND 2- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Heaiing: Tuesday, February 23,2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

i am appealing for your support of HR 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana,
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

My name is Barbara Tom. I recently retired from the 00K as a Public t-leatth Nurse but continue to work closely with the
Waipahu Community Coalition which I chaired for a number of years. The Coalit~n’s main mission is to develop a safe and
healthy community for ~ipahu. The Weed and Seed Program has been an active and key partner with the Coalition in
collaborating with residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private businesses to help us focus
on crime reduction and dm9 prevention.

For example, one of the preventative activities that Weed and Seed leads in our community is The RAP Program provided to
Waipahu and 1-fonowal Elementary Schooi students. RAP stands for Real and Powerful sessions. Weed & Seed conducts
weekly sessions with the students on making appropriate and informed decisions on drugs, internet safety, school
attendance, and bullying.

Another program offered by Weed & Seed in Waipahu is Fresh Start which in partnership with Waipahu High School and
Gear Up. targets youth That are on track for feilure. Weed and Seed conducts workshops and supports educational
excursions that teach students and parents sidlis in communic~ion, problem solving and decision making. The goal is to
give these students a much needed “fresh starr.

In addition to These programs, they help us organize many drug free activities for our community such as our annual
Waipahu 5K Cane Haul RuruWalk, Taste of Waipahu, Historical Thur of Waipahu, Waipahu Christmas Parade and Carnival.
Christmas Adopt-A-Family, etc. To &adicate the ever growing problem of neighborhood blight, Weed and Seed organizes
grafliti paint outs and community clean ups. In addition, they have even been involved with a community group 01
Micronesiari women ki Pupuole and have shared information on domestic violence and other safety issues. As a Public
Health Nurse, I know that prevention is often limes a much more cost effective intervention than paying tr drug treatment
and incarceration.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your support of this
important program will ensure that conimunity leaders and partners continue to build a strong net&ork of committed citizens
that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communties.

Weed and Seed is very impotant to The qoninlunity. I urge you to support HE 2773, HO 2.

Sincerely.

Barbara Toni, Retiree and Citizen
98-1854 Mildnolla Place
Aiea, HI 96701
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February 24,2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 2773— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Please vote in favor of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi
Chinatown4la Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

All of the collaborative efforts involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses have helped reduce
violent crime and drug-related crimes tremendously in our communities.

Since the Ewa Beach/Ewa Weed and Seed program took root in our community a
sense of value, family and pride thrives amongst young and old alike. Each taking
the time out to get active and actually call in when they see crime or suspect
something is not right. Parks are cleaner, streets are safer and illegal activity is no
longer running rapid in our streets. The illegal activities are now less visible, but it
still exists and I am afraid that if we do not have this type of program we will lose
the progress arid momentum we have gained since 2006.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that
needs to be continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I would like to thank you for
your consideration of this very important issue and once again I humbly ask you
to support HB2773.

Sincerely,

lesha H. Malama

long-time Ewa Beach Resident


