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February 28, 2012

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair,
The Honorable Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair; and
Members of the House Committee on Finance

Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012
Time: 3:.00 p.m.
Place:  Conference Room 308, State Capitol

From: -+ Dwight Y. Takamine, Director

Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR)

Re: HB2773HD2 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

HB 2773HD2 proposes to establish a Weed and Seed program in the DLIR, through the Office of
Community Services (OCS), to maintain the program in areas currently designated for the Weed and
Seed program and expand the program into other areas of the state. The bill would also appropriate
$336,000 in General Funds for the program.

DLIR opposes creating a new program within the depariment under OCS. However, the department
does support OCS administering a chapter 42F Grant-in-Aid for the program, as they have for a
number of years. The department suggests that any appropriation in the proposal should also cover
the administrative costs. Lastly, the DLIR’s support of the proposal is contingent upon its passage not
displacing the funding priorities of the administration.

CURRENT LAW

Currently, OCS administers the Weed and Seed Program as a Grant-in-Aid pursuant to chapter 42F. A
permanent program does not exist.

COMMENTS ON THE HOUSE BILL

DLIR supports and shares OCS’s concerns with the measure as currently drafted. The reduction of
crime and drug use is both outside the scope of OCS and the prevention of crime is outside the
mission of DLIR. The measure as currently worded would task OCS with providing direct services,
which would require significantly more resources including staff. The department notes that under HRS
Chapter 371K, OCS’s mission is to contract out services to other entities to provide services and then
provide administrative support and oversight.
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In addition, the proposal establishes a new program within DLIR to maintain and
expand the current program, which the department opposes. OCS has administered
a chapter 42F Grant-in-Aid for the Weed and Seed Program for a number of years.
The department notes that the budget for OCS at both the state and federal levels
has decreased over the last few budget cycles.

In sum, the department is supportive of OCS administering a Grant-In-Aid for the
Weed and Seed program as long as the proposal’'s passage does not displace the
funding priorities of the administration.
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February 27, 2012

To: The Honorable Marcus Oshiro, Chair
House Committee on Finance

Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Conference Room 308, State Capitol

From: Mila Kaahanui, MSW

Executive Director
Office of Community Services (QOCS)

Testimony for House Bill 2773, HD2-Relating to the Weed and Seed Program

I OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

The current proposal, HB 2773, HD1, would create a Weed and Seed program in the
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR), through the Office of Community
Services, as well as create a new requirement for a report to the Legislature to be submitted by
the Department. The bill would also appropriate $336,000 in General Funds for the program.
Additionally, the bill would provide a blank 42F grant to the YMCA of Honolulu for the
program. :

The Office of Community Services supports this legislation, with a few comments.
IL. CURRENT LAW

Currently, OCS administers the Weed and Seed Program as a Grant-in-Aid pursuant to
Chapter 42F. A permanent program does not exist.



II. COMMENTS ON HOUSE BILL

Given our previous testimony, we will confine our comments to the new section of the
bill. In general, OCS is supportive of the program. As we have iterated before, the Weed and
Seed program is a true community-building and empowerment program, allowing communities
to take charge of their neighborhoods through collective strength and shared ideals.

This bill confuses the fiscal impact somewhat by creating both a permanent program and
a grant-in-aid pursvant to HRS, Chapter 42F. We appreciate the Legislature’s intent to provide
funding options for the program, however would like to comment that if the bill passes as
currently worded, it would create an incredible sitvation of favoritism with one set of funds and
an uncomfortable procurement with the general fund program.

As stated in previous testimonies by OCS, we would also like to ensure whatever
program is funded, if any, contains a provision for the recovery of our administrative costs, and

does not interfere with the priorities of the Executive Supplemental Budget.

We thank you for the opportunity to testify and are available for questions.
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February 28, 2012
TO: The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
House Committee on Finance
FROM: Patricia McManaman, Director
Subject: H.B. 2773, H.D.2 — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012; 3:00 a.m.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

PURPOSE: The purpose of H.B. 2773, H.D.2 is to establish a weed and seed
program within the Department of Lébor and Industrial Relations and provide an
unspecified appropriation for the program.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS)
supports the intent of H.B. 2773, H.D. 2 to help with a comprehensive multi-agency
approach to law enforcement, crime prevention and community revitalization.

The existing Weed and Seed Honolulu is currently under the umbrella of the
YMCA. The Weed and Seed is involved with community revitalization in Waipahu, Ewa
Beach and Kalihi-Palama. At the request of the Governor’s Office, the Weed and Seed
was asked to rejuvenate its program at the Mayor Wright Homes (MWH). The DHS
coordinated with Hawaii Public Housing Authority, Department of Public Safety, U.S.

Housing and Urban Development, and U.S. Attorney’s Office, and Weed and Seed to
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENGY



facilitate the return of the Weed and Seed to MWH. As a result of the coordinated
effort and collaboration among these agencies, a one-year Memorandum of
Understanding was agreed upon by the parties to have the Weed and Seed assist HPHA
in improving the security and safety environment at MWH and to help provide social
programs that benefits the residents of MWH.

The Weed and Seed has a track record of success in all the communities that it
has been involved with. The DHS supports its continued existence, the intent of this
measure, but takes no position as to where Weed and Seed should be housed and defers
to the earlier testimony each submitted by the Office of Community Service and the
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations. It is our understanding that the
Honolulu Weed and Seed has submitted a Grants-in-Aid application for the upcoming
fiscal year. We leave it to the Committee’s judgment as to whether this will be the more
appropriate vehicle to accomplish the purpose of the bill, namely the continued support
for the existence of the Honolulu Weed and Seed.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
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February 28, 2012

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
and Members

Committee on Finance

House of Representatives

State Capitol

Honoluiu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re: House Bill No. 2773, HD? . Reiating to the Weed and Seed Program

I am Major William Chur of District 5 {Katlihi) of the Honolulu Police Department (HPD), City and
County of Honoluiu.

The HPD supports House Bl No. 2773, HD2. This bilt establishes and appropriates funding for
a Weed and Seed program within the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations.

As a partner in the Weed and Seed program since its inception several years ago, the HPD
recognizes the benefits of the program in reducing crime and improving the quality of life for
people who live and work in the Weed and Seed designated communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM R. CHUR, Major
APPROVED:

M-.C'-\'\r-

LOUIS M. KEALOHA
Chief of Police

Serving and Protecting With Aloha
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February 10, 2012

The Honorable Marcus Oshiro, Chair, and Members
House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 306

Henolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:
RE: H.B. 2773, H.D. 2 RELATING TQ THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012; 3:00 p.m.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

I am Debbie Luning, an employee of Gentry Homes and a member of the Ewa Weed and
Seed Steering Committee. | am testifying in strong support of H.B. 2773, H.D. 2, an
appropriation measure to sustain the Weed and Seed program in communities on Oahu.

As the developer of a residential community within the Ewa Weed and Seed site, Gentry
is very supportive of continued funding for the Weed and Seed program. We have been
active participants in the collaborative effort involving law enforcement, citizens, non-profit
organizations, social service agencies, community groups and private businesses (such
as ours) and are pleased that Ewa is undergoing a positive transformation. Violent and
drug-related crimes have been reduced substantially, large drug dealers have been
“weeded out” and "seeding” programs have been implemented for families and youth.

The Weed and Seed program is working. However, we need to continue the efforts to
restore neighborhoods and the families that live within, and | urge your support of this bill.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

GENTRY HOMES, LTD.

Debra M. A. Luning
Director of Governmental Affairs and
Community Relations

560 N. Mimitz Iwy, Honolulu, Hawaii 96817  PO. Box 295, Hanolulu, Hawaii 96809 {808) 599-5558



February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
he Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2 — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308
I am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and
private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Iam a Department of Health Public Health Nurse and a member of the Waipahu Community Coalition. | am an
avid supporter of Weed and Seed because | have seen their diligent efforts to improve the Waipahu
community. The Weed and Seed officers and site coordinator work actively with elementary, intermediate and
high school students to combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy and gang involvement. They have
assisted in creating neighborhood security watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered

1e residents to report illegal activities promptly. Weed and Seed also organized graffiti paint outs and
participated in beautification projects. They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help
to provide safe, healthy and drug free activities for the residents of Waipahu. We are very fortunate to have
such dedicated Weed and Seed team. | have seen the improvement in my community through decreased
crime and increased community awareness of illegal activities.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773, HD 2.
Sincerely,

Jan Nishihira, RN

State of Hawaii

Department of Health
Public Health Nursing
Leeward Oahu PHN Section
94-275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797



February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program
in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce
violent crime and drug-related crimes.

The Ewa Beach Community Based Development Organization (Ewa Beach CBDO)
supports Weed and Seed and is requesting funding be given so we can reduce
crimes damaging our neighborhood such as drugs and burglaries.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that
needs to be continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support
HB2773.

Sincerely,
Christiane Bolosan-Yee

President of .Ewa Beach Community Based Development Organization

(808) 778-3230



February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent
crime and drug-related crimes.

The Weed and Seed program has provided llima Intermediate School with additional
resources that otherwise would not be available. They have always been willing to
help us with various things, the most recent being chaperones for our after school
social. While providing their assistance in these activities, they were constantly
building relationships with the adults on campus and more importantly, the students
here at our school. These positive relationships can go a long way in the
development of our young adolescents in helping them to stay on the right path.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that
needs to be continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB2773.
Sincerely, |

StephenS. Ing

llima Intermediate School
Student Activities Coordinator
808.687.9325
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

State Capitol
Honoiulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

| am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. The coliaborative effort
involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit arganizations, community groups and private
businesses have helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Empower Oahu has worked with Weed and Seed in each of the project communities through
its Neighborhood Revitalization and Community Strengthening Programs. In addition, it plays
an integral role in meeting the social and economic objectives outlined in each communities
Neighborhood Plan.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and comtmnunity resource whose strategy
needs to be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community
ieaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work
toward preventing crime and growing strong, heaithy communities.

Weead and Seed is very important to the community, | urge you to support HB 2773, HD 2,

Sincerely,

[

Jeffrey Alameida, CFP
Executive Director
Empower Oahu
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INEIL ABERCROMBIE KATHRYN 8. MATAYOSHE
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
WAIPAHU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
94465 Waipahu Street
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797
Febmary 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

State Capitol
Honoluiu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair QOshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2812, 3:08pm in Room 308

1 am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustzin the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala
Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed 15 4 collaberative effort involving lew enforcement, residents, non-profit orgamzations, community
proups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent crimes and drug-related crimes in my community.

Waipahu Elementary School’s support for Weed & Seed Waipahu is a direct result of the valuable service every
miember of the organization provides to not only our school, but zlso the entire Waipabu comenunity. Weed & Seed
Waipahu and the YMCA of Honolulu have partnered with our school in a variety of ways to support our students
and families. The police officers and site coordinator assist us with our Drug Free parade through the community,
they have done preseniations to parenis and families, and have also contributed to prevention efforts by mentoring
our 6™ grade students in rap sessions,

Beyond ihose significant efforts developed trough our school partnership, I personally support and believe in the
direction and poals of the Weed & Seed program. Coordination of efforts and leveraging of resources has allowed
progress to occur in shaping a prideful and more resourcefil Waipahu community. Because of that, I do participate
in and support Weed & Seed activities whenever possible, even if thess events are not school related.

Weed and Seed is an important organizetional fool and conununity resource which needs to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community feaders and partners continue {o build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. [ urge you fo support HB 2773, IHD 2.

Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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STATE OF HAWAT')
DEPARTMENT OF EBUCATION
Ewa Makai Middie School

21-6291 Kapolei Parkway
Ewa Beach, Hawal'i 96706

February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chaiy
The Honaorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Committee

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawali 96813 .

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, angd Members of the Committes:
Re: HB 2773 — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

| am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Mioana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

L

The collaborative effort involving law enfarcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
crimes,

The Weed and Seed officers are looked upon as not only policeman but as active participants
and leaders in our school setting. They have done presentations to our students about -—
bicycle and pedestrian safety, career in law enforcement, and drug and alcohol awareness.
They have aiso interacted with our students as referees in football, basketball and other sports.
They have assisted us in mass evacuation and other safety schoo! drills.

Woeed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that neads to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of commitied citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, heaithy communities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. ! urge you to support HB2773.

Sincerely,

i)

Ed Oshirg
Principal of Fwa Makail Middie School
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il Abarcromble KATHEYN 8. MATAYQSHI

GOVERRGR EBUPERINTERDENT
STATE OF HAVWAT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
KALAKAUA MIDBLE SCHOOL
821 Kalihi St
HOMNOLULL, HAWAHK 963819
February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R, Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Henoluly, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Commitice:

Re: HB 2773~ RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

1 am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Sesd program in Kalihij-
Chinatown-Ala Moans, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has belped reduce violent crime and drug-related
CTIMES,

Kalakaua Middle School has benefitted from the Weed & Seed program through assistance
with our Career Days, Ohana Fairs, and Bullying presentation to oar faculty by Weed & Seed
police officers, Qur counselor and SASA both attended the Gang Violenee Prevention
Training this past September and are currently active with the plans being made for the
follow-up project in KPT later this month. Weed & Seed is a regular resource that ¢an be
drawn upon to benefil our students, families and neighborhood,

Weed ard Seed is an important organizational tool and community resourcs that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing ¢rime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very imponant to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773,
Sincerely, :

%\AG&,@

Lorelei Karasaki
Principal

Kalakaua Middle School
£21 Kalbili St

Honoluhy, HI 96819
AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
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NEIL ABERGROMBIE
GOVERNOR

KATHRYN §. MATAYQSHI
SUFLHIN ENUENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

LINAPUNI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1434 LINAPUNI STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAI 86§12

February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

| am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profil organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce viclent crime and drug-related
crimes. .

The dedication of Weed & Seed staff and police officers; o connect 1o gur students, school and
community, has inspired school faculty to work a littie bit later and do a little bit maore for
community-based prevention projects. These activities, that have heiped educate our families,
inevitably help stabilize our students for better success and attendance in school.

Weed and Seed is an important crganizational tocl and community resource that needs to be
continued. Yoursupport of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very impartant to the community. 1 urge you to support HB 2773.

Sincarely,

Cynthia Sunahara

Principal

Linapuni Elementary School
1434 Linapuni Street
Honotuly, Hawaii 96813

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQIUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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MEIL ABERCROMEBIE KATHRYN MATAVOSHI
GOVERNOR ) SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GOVERNOR SANFORD B, DOLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
- 1803 KAM 1V ROAD
KONOLULU, HI 96819
P11:9208) 3323340

Fetrmuary 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshire, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B, Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii 3tate Capitol

Honolulw, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Comumittee:
Re: HB 2773 - RELATING TQO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am nppeating for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violenr crime and drug-relaled crimes,

In the recent past, Dole Middle School has worked in collaboration with Weed & Sced and other
oommunity partners to improve quality of life and address some the issues prevalent as daily realities for
owr fumilies. Weed & Seed hosted 2 Gang Violence Prevention Training which we participated in.

Along with others that attended, we are now almost set to impletaent & Community Speak Out cvent at
Kauhio Park Terrace on 2/29/12. This event will aliow us to connect with the residents themselves as we
seek to provide services and educational opportunities that address the needs as heard from them, This
past January, 150 of our students assisted in a Jarge-scale graffiti paint over where they were ablc to
work in unison with police, Rep. John Mizuno and his staff, and the Hauiki Citizen’s Patral aroup.
Weed and Seed is an important orgenizational tool and copymunity resource that nesds to be continued.

Yqur support of this important program will enswee that community Jeaders and partners continue to
build a strong retwork of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
sirong, healthy comgnumnities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773.

Sincerely,

Ll

Mré Asnie Kikawa, Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ANE EQUAL OBRRORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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HEW ABERCROMIE HATHITYH 8. MATAYOSH]
GOVERNOR SUPERINTEMDENT
STATE OF HAWAN
DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION
W. R. Farington High Sthoaol
1564 Horth Xirg; St
Honohiu, Hawed DBAL7
February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R, Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marifyn B. Lee, Vice Chalr
& Members of the House Committee onr Einance

Hawaif State Capitol

Honoluiu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chalr Qshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

1am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed pragram {n Kalfh-Chinatown-Ala Moana,
Walpahu, and Ewa/Ewa Reach.

The collaborative effort involving law enfurcement, rasidents, non-profit organizations, community groups snd
private businesses has helped reduce vickent crime and drug-related crimaes.

For the past few years, Werd & Seed has assisted our schaol, and spectfically, our Restructuring Plan SWB
{Successful Workplace Behaviors) circle group with a number of initiatives such as the Attendance Sympostum In
2608, scheduled truancy sweeps, Truancy Saturday School, and Gang Vidlence Prevention Training. They were key
In recrufting attendees for the sympesium and have attensed our Saturday School sessions to halp counsel
students about making good choices and improving their attendance. Most recently, they have been working with
some of the Kalthi YMCA counselors to assist us with Truancy Saturday School follow-up and are aso in the process
of helping us to acquire funding for @ SWB student incentive program. They have played a vits) role In our efforts
to achleve natlonal and state standards and also our schoat goais.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational took and community resayrce that peeds to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community feaders and partners continue to bulld a strong
network of committed cltizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy comrpunities,

Weer and Seed is very important to the community. | ufge you to support HB 2773.

Sincerely,

2.

Al Carganilla

Principal

Farringtor High Schoo!
1564 M. Kiag St.
Honolulu, Hi 96817

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQIUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Kaumakapili Church
~ Established 1838

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
766 NORTH KING STREET
HONOLULLU, HAWAI 96817

Kahu Richard K. Kamanu, Senior Pastor PHONE: (808) 845-0908

Kahu David K. Kaupu. Emeritus (Retired)

February 22, 2012

The Honotahle Representative Mareus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Represemtative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Commities on Finance

Hawaii State Capliol

Honoiulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committes:
Re: HB 2773 ~ RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profil organizations, cotnmunity
groups and private businesses has helped redace violent crime and drug-related crimes. Although,
recently the community had to deal with violent crime activity within the last six months, compared to
where we were § years ago the number of violent crimes has actually decreased.

We have partniered with this program by making our facilities available for coramunity and program
rmeetings, as well as, a location for surveillance of illegal activity in our vicinity. We have vowed to
continue to support and partner with, this program.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational too) and community resource that nseds to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and pariners continue to build
a strong network of committed citizens thal will work toward preventing crime and growing strong,
healthy communities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. T urge vou to support HB 2773.

Sincerely,

Kinu Richard ¥. Kamanu
Kahu Mua, Seniar Pastor
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Comunittee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Honelule, Hawali 95813

Dear Chair Oshire, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Ra: HB 2773 = RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

{am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Sead program in Kalihi-Chinatown-
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaberative effort involving law enforcement, restdents, non-profit organizations, community
Broups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-raiated crimes,

As part of the Weed & Seed effort to reduce crime, we helped by airing educationsl messages to the
community in Filiping, Samwean, Tongan, Marshaliese, Chyukese and Pohnpeian languages.

The feedback we seceived from these communities was very favorable. The comniunitios were very
happy to recaive some help; but most importantly creating a personal relationship with the Honoluly
Police Department in fighting crime.

Thiz is the one of the most imaginative and practical outreach program to get through to theze
communities. We are wiliing partners of Weed & Seed and will slways do our bast to help the cause =
providing affordable campaigns with announcemants in Ethnic Languages.

Weed and S2ed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs w be continyed,
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue 10
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very Important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773,
Sincerely,

Ly

Leona Jona
Pres.fGen. Mgr.
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Kalihi Baptist Church John Vaughn, Pastor
1888 Owawa Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-4255
Telephone and Fax: (808) 845-4584

February 26, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B, Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Commitiee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Henoluby, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshirp, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 H.D. 2. — RELATING TC THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

| am appealing for your suppart of HB 2773 H.I. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Walpahu, and Ewa/Ewa Baach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent trime and drug-related crimes,

Weed & Seed has been particularly effective in the area of Kalihi Valley Momes, and the surrounding
Kam |V Rd. area. The work done within the Weed & Seed strategy has given us ways to work together to
make our community safer. Church members feel encouraged and supported to give a little extra time
and effort to our neighborhood, We remove graffiti and pick up trash on a regular basis whenever we
can. Through Weed & Seed we have learned not to wait around or expect others (like Eovernment)
da what we can very easily do for ourselves.

Weed and Seed is an Iimportant organizationai tool and community resqurce that needs to be continued,
Your suppart of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime ang growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support H8 2773 H.D. 2.

Uagiis™

stor johin Vaughn

Sincerely,



FEE-27-2B12 13:35 FROM:S0H HCDCH SBBE321800 TO: EBESEE6EE1 P.g-18

PaAd Y
AN
| PACIFIC GATEWAY CENTER |

Febraary 26,2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshira, Chair
The Honorsble Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Merubers of the House Committee on Finance

Hawati State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committes:
Re: HB 2773 H.D. 2. - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

T'am appealing for your support of HB 2773 H.ID. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahy, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed 1s a eollaborative effort involving law enforccment, residents, non-profit
organizations, commumity groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent and
drug-related crimes jn. my comumunity. Our organization Pacific Gateway Center was one of the
collaborating ovganizations of Weed and Seed and was energized to be selected for the very first
Weed and Seed site. The drastic drop in crime was visible and far reaching,

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and
partners continue fo build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed s very important to the community. I urec you to support HB 2773 H.D. 2.
Sincerely,
e -:'.\‘. k“q‘,‘ﬁ" LC"‘—‘“

Tin Myaing Thein, Ph.D.
Executive Divector

83 NORTH KING $TREET, HONOLULL, HAWAI 08817 - TEL (308} 851-7010 = FAX (808 851-7019
FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE IMMIGRANT CENTER
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HAWAILL'S
HMOST WANYED

Hawaii’s Most Wanted Magazine

February 26, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R, Oshirp, Chair
The Honorable Reprasentative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 M.D. 2. — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

! am appealing for your support of HB 2773 H.D. 2. to sustain the Wead and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Maoana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Hawaii's Most Wanted Magazine support Weed & Seed by providing space in its publications free-of-
charge. Projects carried aut by the cammunity callaborative partriers throughout the Weed & Seed sites
are models of crime prevention and reduction successes that can be modeled throughout our State.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continuad.
Your support of this impartant program wilt ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that wilt work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities,

Weed and 5eed is very important to the community. | urge you to supporf HE 2773 H.D, 2.

P.O. Box 38017 » Honolulu, HI 86837 « (808) 585-6231 + htip:/fhawaiimostwanted.com
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Hawaii
Literacy

February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. T.ee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawan 96813

Re: HR 2773 —RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Dear (hair Oshiro, Viee Chair L.cc and Members of the Committes:

[ am writing to support SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala
Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents,
non-profit organizations, community groups and private busincsses has helped reduce violent crime and
drug-related crimes when it operates as an active program in areas that need such interventions.

Weed & Secd has in the past been a partner with Hawaii Litcracy to utilize federal funding to increase
our capacity to deliver free literacy services to over 500 youth and tamilies of Kuhio Park Terrace and
Mayor Wright Homes. Jn 2008 and 2009, funds through Weed & Seed helped us to purchase nesded
squipment und supplies that enhanced our services in these communities, and allowed us to expand our
after-school and evening literacy, educarion, and EST programs to six days a wesk and provide much
needed positive, educational activities that build literacy and life skills for families with many needs.
We were proud that our program could be one of the “Seeds™ for a better communiry!

Weed and Seed is a visble organizational tool and community resource that could have greal impact if
continued. Your support of this bill would allow community leaders and partners continue to build a
strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong,
healthy communities, Mahalo for your consideration and for all your work to make our communitics
safer and livable for everyone,

Sincerely,

St P

Suzanne Skjoid
Executive Director

Board of Directors

R. Scott Simon, President « Rebecca Knuth, Vice President + Daniel Ho Treasurar » Suzanne Skjeld, Sacretary
Gary Baumer = Rachel del Rosarlo ~ Mitchell Ka‘ajalii « Sean K. Knox + Jason Masald
Marc Okumura « Shaun Salvador + Brett Seitman « G, Todd Withy* » James Worigs  siacoming 3012

Hawail Literacy = 200 N Vineyard Blvd, Suite 320 - Monoluly, HI 96817
Teleghone (808) 537-6706 « Facsimile [808) 5373072 « Internet: www.hawailiteracy.org
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Fort Sueet Mall

RUSIHELY (UrAGYINERY R1TRIOGT

February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshire, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Hongluly, Hawail 96813

Re: HB 2773 H.D. 2 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Dear Chair Oshirs, Vice Chair Lee and Membars of the Commities:

Your support of MB 2773 H.D. 2 is needed to sustain the Weed and Seed pragram in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed facilitates collaboration amongst law enforcement, residents, non-prafit
organizations, community groups and private businesses to devise strategies and
programs to "weed” oul vialent and drug-related crimes and plant the *seeds” of new and
viable businesses and activities in our coramunities. Weed and Seed has provided the
Fort Street Mail Business Improvemartt District Association with a conduit that enables
our merchants to share concerns and discuss ideas and strategies, in addition to
providing our mall community with a better understanding of law enfarcement.

Weed and Seed enables us fo gather, talk, and devajop practical and realistic sghdtions
that can positively affect our community. Weed and Seed has allowed us to build
consensus amongst our diverse stakeholders and it has given us credibility and a voice
that is heard. Weed and Seed is vital to ensure that our community mairtains a strong
network as ihe drug problem and its accompanying social ills are not easily eliminated or
regolved.

Plaase support HB 2773 H.ID. 2.

Sincerely,
Gene Yakoi

Presidert & Executive Director

$132 Bithap Siweet, Suite 125 = Honolulu, HI 86813 + PhonelFax (B08} 441-4885
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M
CEDAR

ASSEMBLY OF GOU .. Box 207429 Honoluly, Hawali 96820 www.cedaracg.com Sr Pastor: Jimmy Yamado

February 22, 1012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshire, Chair
The Honorabie Representative Marilyn B, Lee, Vice Chalr
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Menoluly, Hawai 86813

Pear Chair Cshiva, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Cammittee:
Re: HBE 2273 H.D, Z— RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGHAM

I am appealing for your support of HB 2773 .1, 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahy, and Ewa/Ewa Beath,

The colizborative effort invelving law enforcerment, residents, non-prafit organizations, comrmuntty
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drugsrelated crimes. Thisis an
Important model: 1o have communities work together.

i the very recent past, Cedar Assembly of God has partaered with Wead & Seed to address some of the
Issues in the Kuhio Park Terrace area. W are currently working on connecting with the residants in the
community to find out about the issugs that are impottant to them, and the solutions that theycanbea
part of. We hava members of our church involved in planning and implementing a Kalthl Commumity
Forum coming up at the end of this month.

Weed and Seed is an irmportant organizational toof and ComnyRity resource that nedds to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ansure that cammunity leaders ang partnars comtinue to
bulld a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, heaithy communities.

Weed and Seed s very impottant to the community.
Sihcerel)

N S
5t Pastor JepeRT Yamada (limmy Yamada)
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T] MAHONEY & ASSOQCIATES
Kz Hale Ho'ala Hou No N2 Wahine
‘The Home of Reawakening For Wonen

Febmary 22, 2012

HOUSE COMMITEEE ON FINANCE

Representative Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair; Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
ETawaii Srate Capitol

Houolulu, ITswaii 96813

Re: SUPPORT FOR HB 1773 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
I3ear Chair Oshiro, Viee Chair Lee and Members of the Commiites:

This letter is being writien in strong suppost of the Grant-Tn-Aid finding requested to sustain the Weed and
Seed stearegy in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Tiwa/Tiwa Beach. Cur progeam, T) Maheney &
Associates, Ka Hule Ho 2la Hou No Na Wahine (The Home of Reawakening for Women}, contracts with the
State Department of Public Sufety and provides residential transitional sezvices for female offenders cxiting
rhe criminal justice sysrem and re~entering the community.

Nine years ago, our program re-located from the Makiki area to the Kalihi Palama area. As an otganization,
we are extremely conscientious abour being good neighbors and participating in pro-social and positive
neighborhood enhancing effores. For this eeason, we partnered with Weed and Seed iy their efforts to reduce
violeat and drug-related erimes in our community. Qur on-guing collaboration with Weed and Seed provides
our tesidenrs with the opportunity to give back to the community in meaningful ways, participating in
positive, pro-social interactions with a wide artay of community members. This serves to decrease the stigma
surrounding ex-otfenders and increases the potential for their successful community re-integration.

We commend Weed and Seed for their positive contributions to community safery and urge you to suppore
their request for Grane-Tn-Aid funding. Tt is our contention that this project benefits all in helping make safer
communities for everyone.

Tf you need any additional informaton, please do not hesitate to contact me at T48-4309.

Very "Truly Yours,

"I} Mahoney & Associates
Ka Hale Ho dla ITou No Ni Wihine

Lorraine Robinson
Exccutive Director

524 Kaaahi 8t. Honoluhs, HI 96817 Ph, 748-4300 Fax 748-4343
Empowering womer to successfully transition from prison 1o the community
Wi, recwekeningforwomen arg
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Tel; 808-391-4350 Fax: 808 422-7803 www.chea-hicom email: ¢ Iskwock@aol.com

Pregident

Chu Fan Shabert-Kuwock

Vice Proestdent
David Cheng

First Vice Presldent

Dolores Mollving
fecrataty
Fens Manshe
Treasurer
Thomas Sumt
Asst, Treaszurer
Dolores Moliring

Birectora
Dy, Joseph Young
Earl Kan
Ernie Loo
Angele Chang
Ryan Akwine
Tvy Yaung
HMeily Huang
Rew, Duone Pang
Beryl Meng Yu

Advisars
Joe Leori
Stanford Yuen
Dr, Kire Ming Ching
Harris Nakamoto
Frank Ly
Due Nguggen
Eifroy Chun
Ror Lirn

Volunteers
Angela Chang
Melard Worg
John Thipphaiong
Tvy Kinney
Erin Nakamoto

. Poitt Nekamoto
Tori Kinnay
Sanclty Ny
Lena le
Beryl Ming Yu

Legal Counsel

CHINATOWN BUSINESS & COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

1181 Wanaka Strecet Honoluln Hawaii 96818

February 27, 2012

Letter of Support for Weed & Seed District One
Incuding Chinatown, Liliha & Kalihi

CBCA supports Weed and Seed and are requesting funding be given so we
can reduce crimes damaging our neighborhood such as drugs,
prostitution, gambling, graffitti and burglaries.

Chinatown is an important area and has a history of such repeated crimes
making it an unsafe place for tourists and residents alike. Reecent
passage of laws limiting contact with middle and high school students
with drug dealers and prostitutes have helped some but a regular HPD
and Weed and Seed programs are very urgently needed. '

Mahalol
é% e

Chu Lan Shubert-Kwock,
President, CBCA
391-43580

Protecting the Chinatown Community, its Celtural Herltage & Diversitu and as a Model City in the USA!
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February 27, 2012 oS & GRS CLAIT
QF Hakell

Friends for Boys & Girls Clob

‘The Honorable Representative Mareus Oshiro, Chair Wale Pono Ewa Beach

The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice chair Clubhouse
& members of the Finance Committee ‘ 91.884 Fort Weaver Rd. Suite A

State Capitol Ewa Beach HI 96706

Honolutu, Hawaii 96813 Tel: 808.689.4182
Fax: 808.689.0623

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and members of the Commmittee www.bgch.com

RE: HB 2773 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM Officers
Jamic Giambrone

[ am appealing for your support of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program. President

in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. Georgeite Stevens
Vice President

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit Chezlani Lee
(rganizations, community Sroups and private businesses has helped reduce Secretary
violent crime and drug-related crimes. Walter Enriques
Through the years Weed and Seed has been very instrumental to the Ewa Beach Treasurex
community, its youth family and businesses. My years of mvolvement with the ]

Weed and Seed’s initiative, I've witness the changes within our community; as less Board of Directors
crime, and truancy dwindles each year, graffiti has been less few and the S‘l;?il]aleﬁ[;::::)n
community hias been safer for our youth, family and business. Lioyd Haraguchi
Their involvement with various programs and projects should be recognized as one Cy%ti};if ;rirg;:ura
of the leading programs in the state. Officer’s involvement with youth in the Rasdeen ltamoto
capacity of mentoring, being positive role models for youth that provides various Eileen Lynn
programs within the school system and community as inframurals, culinary arts Ir. James Moylan
powling, Jr. Golf, Health to Ocean (H2)) programs, that gives youth an alternative Cheryl Nekota
to positive programs than the streets. In support of community mvolvement and Dgnise Oliveira
partnership, the citizen patrol program with both youth and adults have been on - Arthur Pelkaus
going for over six years, graffiti paint outs to help beautify our community, and Tawny Porter
vartons community projects that secures and reinforees safety concerns and issues Richard Quiamzon:

. e e < Caring Tagupa
comtnunity may havve. Naomi Takamori
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that Eg:?:ﬁ;aaﬁ
needs to be continued. It is with great importance they continue the efforts in Eric Wong
keeping our community safe and our youth out of harm’s way. Stacey Yonamine
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and Clubhous¢ Director
Partners continue to build a strong network of cornmitted citizens that will Frances Rivero
work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities. Chief Professional Officer

Tim Motts

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. [urge you to support
SB2261.

Aloha United Way

Director- Hale Pono Clubhouse

Great Futures Starts Here.




808-671-2427 10:52:22 a.m. 02-27-2012 212

‘(" MEeRDIAN Pacrric, L.

February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

State Capitol
Honotulu, Hawaii 86813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Commitiee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PRQGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm In Room 308

| am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana,
Waipahu, and Ewal/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, communily groups and piivate
businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-refated crimes.

Over the past eleven years of managing the Walpahu Town Cenler, | have seen and experienced much improvement in our
Waipahu community as a tesult of the direct involvement and fireless hours {hiat the Weed and Seed officers have devoled
into educating and mentoring our keiki, young adults and parents o seek the right choices in creating better fives for
themselves. The Waipahu community will always need the assistance of outreach programs however, Weed and Seed has
proven to be a success on its own coat fails amongst the residents and businesses.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs io be continued. Your support of
this important program will ensure that communily leaders and partners coniinue fo build a strong network of committed
. citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you fo support HB 2773, HD 2.
Sincerely,

MERIDIAN PACIFIC

Agent for Waipahu, LLC

Carol Y. Brack
Exacutive Vice President

MERIDIAN PAGIFIG, LTD, MERIGIAN PAGIFIC

18{11 Tituron Bostavard, Sulta £00 94050 Farringion Hghway, Suile £1-3

Tibuon, CA 94320 Walpatw, Hawall 96797

41E783-5520 Fax: 4157 69-5569 BOLSTT-6700 Fax: S0EMGT1-2427 wervmenidianpaciichid.com
REAL ESTATE Londars PrincipasDovelopes

Morigage Banke:s  Investment Bankers
Fund Advisore Asset Managars
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R, Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Commitiee on Finance

Hawai State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Rear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committea:
Re: HB 2773 H,D, 2, — RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

l'am appealing for your support of HB 2773 H.D. 2. to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach,

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit arganizations, comrunity
groups and private businesses hias helped reduce violent erime and drug-related crimes.

Working in public housing in the Kamehameha Homes and Kaahumanu Homes communities, | have seen
the impact of the Weed & Seed program to reduce and prevent crime. Through its support of the
tenant associations and the prevention activities that they conduct throughout the year; through graffiti
removal and area beautification and through the establishment of Citizen’s Patrols and regular
comrmnunication and contact with district HPD officers; Weed & Seed hias proven itself to be an integral
part of the community and surrounding neighborhood.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resaurce that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that cornmunity leaders and partnars continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communitias,

Weed and Seed is very important 1o the community. | urge you to support HB 2773 H.0. 2.
Sinceraly, &_)W.«

Wade Kau

BMW Supervisor if
Kamehareha Homes

State of Hawaii

Hawaii Public Housing Authority
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February 27, 2012

The Honorabie Representativa Marcus R, Oshirg, Chair
The Honorabie Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Commitiee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Honolull, Hawaii 86813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee;
Re: HB 2773 H.D. 2. — RELATING TO THE WEED AND 5EED PROGRAM

I am appesating for your support of HB 2773, H.D. 2 {0 sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach,

The collaborative efiort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit crganizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce viclent crime and drug-related crimes.

Working in public housing in the Kamehameha Homes and Kaahumanu Homes communities, | have seen
the impact of the Weed & Seed program to reduce and prevent crime. Through its support of the
tenant associations and the prevention activities that they conduct throughout the year; through graffiti
removal and area beautification and through the establishment of Citizen’s Patrols and regular
communication and contact with district HED officers; Weed & Seed has proven itself 1o be an integral
part of the community and surraunding neighborhood.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong netwerk of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communitics, :

Weed and Seed Is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773 H.D. 2.

Sincerely,

Q7

Shaunna Okuda

Pubtic Housing Specialist 1}
State of Hawaii

Hawaii Public Housing Authority
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Qshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 86813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finznce Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2 - RELATING TQ THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2612, 3:00pm in Room 308

| am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana,
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. '

| am a supporter of Weed and Seed because | have seen the improvement in our community through decreased crime and
increased community awareness of illegal activities. They have realized that crime prevention must start at a younger age
and they work with elementary, intermediate, and high school sludents to combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy,
and gang involvement. They have organized graffiti paint outs and participated in beautification projects. They have assisted
in creating neighborhood security waiches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered the residents to report
illegal activities promptly. They have partnered with "GEAR Up Waipahu* and New Hope Leeward to create the FRESH
START program which fargets {current) Waipahu High School 10% grade students who are on the verge of failing or who
are repeating the 9" grade,

They werk with 6% gradars at Waipahu Elementary for their "Real and Powerful Sessions” educating the students about
juvenile laws, substance abuse and illicit activity and help to empower the students to make safer choices as they age.

They will also be instrumental in hosting the first meeting in Waipahu to discuss how the commurity can support the state
and federal government concerning prison re-entry info the community.

They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help to provide safe, healthy and drug free activities for
the residents of Waipahu. 1 is a pleasure working with sush dedicated professionals and | look forward ta working with them
in future projects.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued. Your suppert of
this impartant program will ensute that community leaders and partners continue fo build a strong netwark of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773, HD 2.

Singeraly,

State of Hawaii

Department of Health

Public Health Nursing
Leeward Oahu PHN Section
94.275 Mokuola St. Rm. 101
Waipahu, Hawaii 36797
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Clair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committes:

Re: FB 2773, HD 2 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Rooxt 308

T am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, comumunity groups
and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

The Weed & Seed program has really helped the Waipahu community in its efforts to ¢lean up the ¢ity and
install pride in Waipahu. You can see community residents, business leaders, and people from the churches
and schools in Waipahn come together in support of this program. Events such as town hall meetings,
graffiti paint-outs, bike path clean-up, Waipahu beautification day, Waipahu cane hanl run, and 3-on-3
basketball tournaments have all been organized and implemented to bring the community together and keep
our children active in positive ways to prevent drugs end crime.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that nezds to he continued. Your
support of this importani program will ensure that comumunity leaders and parmers continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. [ urge you to support HB 277 3,HD 2.

Sincerely.

Jeffrey Ventura
Vice President & Area Manager
First Hawaiian Bank Waipahu Branch

808-G71-3978



X S84 -Gov i

February 27, 2012

The Honarable Representative Marcus Oshire, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

State Capitol
Honoluly, Hawait 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2¢12, 3:00pm in Room 3908

I am appealing for your support of HB 2773, ID 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in
' Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moapa, Waipzhu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

1 am appealing for vour support of SB 2261 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
comyrunity groups and private businesses has helped reduce violeni crime and drug-related
crimes.

Weed and Seed has always supported our school, Waipahu Intennediate, by responding te any
emergency calls where police is needed, helped with addressing our at-risk populations, worked
with students on a one-on-one basis. given us consultation on a case to case basis...the list goes
on. If Weed and Seed is elimipated, our school will have lost ap important community partner
who helps us educate our students on how to be contributing citizens to society.

Weed and Seed is en important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be
continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that commnity leaders and
partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communitics,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 2773, HD 2.

Sincerely,

) U

Lisa T. Ynigues
Waipahu Intermediate School

Vice Principal
808-675-0177
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R, Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Matilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Henoltiu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Cormmittee:
Re: HB 2773 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

I am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce viclent ctime and drug-related crimes.

As a resident of Kaahumanu Homes | see Weed &Seed working in our community and makes a
differance. Weed & Seed helped us with our Christmas Celebration that we could give our kids goody
bags and a nice time. The Kashumanu Homes Citizen’s Patrol walks every week to make our place safe.
On behalf of our board, we want Weed & Seed to stay.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community {eaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773.

Sincerely,

Hose, WW&-S%&S

Rose Ayala-Switzer

Rasident

Tenant Association President
Kaahumanu Homas
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R. Oshire, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Capitol

Honoluly, Hawaii 96813

Gear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Re: MB 2773 - RELATING TG THE WEED ANG SEED PROGRAM

{ am appealing for your support of HB 2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-
Ala Moana, Walpahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
Groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Being a resident of Kamehameha Homes and a faculty of Kalakaua Middie School | have seen and
experienced the impact of the Weed & Seed in my community and school, Weed & Seed police officers
regularly parficipate in functions to educate our students and parents. A citizen's patrol regularly walks
our streets to document and report crime weekly. The response by Weed & Seed to cormmunity issues
and concerns continues to be appreciated.

Weed and Seed is an important arganizational tocl and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your suppart of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing ¢rime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773,

Lehub lum
Resident
Kamehameha Homes
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February 22, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus R, Oshiro, Chair
The Henorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance

Hawail State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773 H.D, 2.~ RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

t am appealing for your suppeort of MB 2773 H.D. 2. o sustain the Weed and Seed program in Katihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahuy, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, comnmunity
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Weed & Seed has helped our Downtown community to be a much safer place to live. Wead & Seed
police regularly come out to support Us as we conduct our weekly Citizen’s Patrol Walks. The Weed &
Seed has made sure that we have the necessary supplies and equipment that keep us safe. Weed &
Seed stands for a belief in the importance of the community’s voice being heard at ali feveis. This is
Important to me as a resident of the Downtown/Chinatown area, as it can get quite quarrelsome and
political at times.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continued.
Your support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities,

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | urge you to support HB 2773 H.D. 2.

Sincerely,

/L/Z%?:Z@/Mﬁ%?

Dolores Mollring

Resident:

Downtown Citizens Patrol Block Captain
1255 Nuuanu Ave., EBO7

Honoluly, Hi 96817
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Hornorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Commitiee on Finance

State Capitol .
Honoluly, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2 ~ RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

" 1 am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Wa.lpahu and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving taw enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups
and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes. |

As a parent of 6 children and 2 prandchildren living in Waipahu, my first priority is the safety of my family.
Unfortunately, my home of 19 years, Waipahu, has the stigma of being a bad place to live. While I
acknowledge that we have criminal and drug issues, I also know that Waipahu is a safer place to live because
of Weed and Seed. Through Weed and Seed, we have a team of officers who are designated to work hand in
hand with the cormunity to solve problems. In fact, just last year, they atrested some people for prostitution
near where I live.

As a parent-community facilitator at an area elementary school, | have scen the improvement in the way our
students/children relate to police officers. In the past, many of our children viewed officers as apgressive
people who only caused harm to their ‘chana. Through the partnerships that the Weed & Seed officers have
created, it has changed their views. They now see police officers as people who are looking out for their best
interests. Weed and Seed has educated individuals on how drugs and other negative influences ruin families
and community. Weed and Seed has empowered residents to take back their community. As the saying goes,
“'Ohana means no one is left behind.” I believe that because of Weed and Seed, no one in Waipahu is left
behind.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource that nceds to be continued. Your
support of this important program will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very imporiant to the community. [ urge you to support HB 27753, HD 2.

Sincerely,
Rochelfe -

Resident of Waipahu

04-207 Waipahu Street #196
Waipahu HI 96797
861-6574
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February 27, 2012

The Honorable Represenialive Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Reprasentative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Commiltee on Finance

State Capitol
Honolidu, Havall 96813

" Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Finance Committee:

Re: HB 2773, HD 2- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2012, 3:00pm in Room 308

| am appealing for your support of HB 2773, HD 2 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana,
Waipahy, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

My name is Barbara Tom. | recently refired from the DOH as a Public Health Nurse but contirue to work closely with the
Waipahu Community Coalition which | chaired jor a number of years, The Coalitions main mission is to develop a safe and
heatthy community for Waipahu. The Weed and Seed Program has been an active and key partner with the Coalition in
collaborating with residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and private businesses to help us focus
on crime reduction and drug prevention.

For example, one of the preventative activities that Weed and Seed leads in our community is the RAP Program provided to
Waipahu and Honowai Elementary School students. RAP stands for Real and Powerful sessions. Weed & Seed conducts
weekly sessions with the students or. making appropriate and informed decisions on drugs, intermet safety, school
attendance, and bullying. :

Another program offered by Weed & Seed in Waipahu is Frash Start which in parnership with Waipahu High School and
Gear Up, targets youth that are on track for fallure. Weed and Seed conducts workshops and supports educational
excursions that teach students and parents skills in communication, probler soiving and decision making. The goal is to
give these siudents a2 much needed “fresh start’.

In addition to these programs, they help us organize many drug fres activities for our community such as our annuat
Waipahu SK Gane Haul Run/Walk, Taste of Waipahu, Historical Tour of Waipahu, Waipahu Christmas Parade and Carnival,
Christmas Adopt-A-Family, efc. To eradicate the ever growing problem of neighberhood blight, Weed and Seed organizes
graffiti paint outs and community clean ups. In addition, they have even been involved with a community group of
Micronesian women in Pupuole and have shared information on domestic violence and other safety issues. As a Public
Health Nurse, | know that prevention is often times 2 much more cost effective intervention than paying for drug treaiment
and incarceration. '

Weed and Seed Is an important organizational tool and community resource that needs to be continusd. Your support of this
important pregram will ensure that community leaders and pariners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens
that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, heallhy communities. :

Weed and Seed is very important to the community.  urge you to support HB 2773, HD 2. _
Sincerely,

/W.

Barbara Tom, Refiree and Ciizen
98-1864 Mikinolia Place
Aiea, Hi 96701
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February 24, 2012

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the Finance Commiittee

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:
Re: HB 2773- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM

Please vote in favor of HB2773 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Al of the collaborative efforts involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses have helped reduce
violent crime and drug-related crimes tremendously in cur communities.

Since the Ewa Beach/Ewa Weed and Seed program took root in our community a
sense of value, family and pride thrives amongst young and old alike. Each taking
the time out to get active and actually call in when they see crime or suspect
something is not right. Parks are cleaner, streets are safer and illegal activity is no
longer running rapid in our streets. The illegal activities are now less visible, but it
still exists and 1 am afraid that if we do not have this type of program we will lose
the progress and momentum we have gained since 2006.

Weed and Seed is an impartant organizational tool and community resource that
needs to be continued. Your support of this important program will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strang network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. | would like to thank you for
your consideration of this very important issue and once again | humbly ask you
to support HB2773. '

Sincerely,
Tesha H, Malama

Long-time Ewa Beach Resident



