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Department’s Position: The Department of Health strongly supports passage of this bill as part of the
Governor’s package.

Fiscal Implications: The fiscal implications are expected to be negligible and amount to the cost of
broad administrative oversight.

Purpose and Justification: The purpose of this bill is to change statutory language to allow DOH to
use a designee (vendor) to perform background checks as required by law on certain healthcare workers,
employees, and owners or operators of care homes or other healthcare organizations. DOH is working
in conjunction with the Department of Human Services Med-QUEST division and the Hawaii Criminal
Justice Date Center to implement a modern background check systém to saféguard the frail, elderly and
vulnerable populations who are receiving care in or from Hawaii’s healthcare facilities or organizations.
Private vendors are available to perform this service at little or no cost to the State. This bill Will allow
the use of a designee. The department respectfully requests passage of this bill with the earliest possible

effective date.
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