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House Bill 2424 proposes to amend Chapter 46, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to exempt from county
building permit requirements the construction, installation or operation of low-risk nonresidential
agricultural buildings and structures. Any buildings or structures constructed pursuant to this
exemption, however, must still comply with the applicable electrical code and wastewater
regulations if utilizing such services and with applicable setback codes. The Department of Land
and Natural Resources (Department) takes no position on this bill but offers the following
comments.

The bill does not identify the agency responsible for determining compliance with electrical and
setback codes and wastewater regulations. If such buildings or structures are constructed on
public lands managed by the Department, the Department is acting as the landowner and lessor
and not as a regulatory agency. Therefore, the Department would not make any determination
as to compliance and will rely on the decision of the applicable county agency(ies).

The terms and conditions of the Department1s standard form leases also requires the lessee
maintain fire insurance covering all improvements and notes the possibility that the building
permit exemption may impact the ability of a lessee to obtain fire insurance or the cost of such
insurance.
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THE HOUSE OF REPflSENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

COMMII7EE ONAGRIcULTURE
Representative CliftTsuji, Chair

Representative Mark 3. Hashem, Vice Chtiir

DATE: WednádaS’, Febiuary 8; 2012
TIME: 9:00a.m.

PLACE: Conference. Room 312
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

RE~ Testimony in strong sup~yort of 1113 2424 RELATING TO AGR~CULTURAL BUILDING
PERMITS

Dear Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Bashem, ~nddomiñitteeMembers:

The Oceanic Institute (01) is a private, 501 (c)(3) non-profit research and development organization
dedicated to applied aquaculture and marine science research and education. 01 is affiliated with Hawaii
Pacific University.

OX strongly supports fiB 2424 as written.

This bill exernptsnoni-esidential agricultural buildiiigs and structureson commercial farms and ranches
from building permit requirements, thereby eliminating an ünnecessai~ obstacle to the construction of
essential agricultural infrastructure and helping to improve the economic viability of Hawaii’s agricultural
sector, without any cost to the State.

Background: Historica1ly,~building codes are the result of national efforts to quelliarge urban fires in
the early 1 g005 to help mitigate large-scale fire loss. Since the largest of these devastating fires Were
primarily in large urban areas, the movç to adopt uniform building dodes generally did not include rural
structures, particularly since theloss of a~ agricultural building seldom leads to the loss of human life.

~ . . . .

Currcntstatus: While the complexity and reach of building codes hiVe expanded dramatically over the
past century, the agricultural building exemptions present in statute or code in most agricultural states
remain in place, exempting agricdltural buildings and, in a number of states, agricultural dwellings, from
the zoning and building codes and building permit process. An extensive search of State statutes and
codes has determined that at least 32 states currently have agricultural building exemptions.*

Right to farm: A number of states include agricultural building exemptions under their “right to farm”
declarations, The State of Iowa dedlared in.thc~Code o. Iowa,.ScätiQn 335.2that “no ordinance adopted
under this chapt6t applies to land, farm.hàusts, farm baths, farm outbuildings or other buildings or
structures which are primarily adapted, by reason of nature and area, for use for agricultural purposes,
while so used.” The Illinois Compiled Statutes Chapte~ 55 Section 5/5-12001 state “agricultural
structures/buildings shall be exempt from zoning ordinance and building code regulations requiring
building permits, fees, minimum designstandards and specifications, and occupancy permits...” Arizona

41-202 Kalanlana’ole Highway. ~A’aImãnaIo. Hawal’I 96795 Phonp: +~ 809 259.7951. Fax: +1 $08259 5971 Web: ~cww.oceanicinstItuce.org



Revised Statute (ASR) 11-830 stàtçs “nothing in any ordinance authorized in this ARS shall prevent,
restrict, or otherwise regulate use or improvements Oil land tracts used for general agz’icültural
pwposes.” - -

Building permit exclusions and exemptions:c Many states provide agricultural exclusions or
agricultural building exernptipns.upderthe~r buil4ing codes. Pennsylvania’s. Uniform Construction
Code, Section 104 states “This act shalinot apply to: ..: (4) any agricultural building.” The Tennessee
Code 13-7-114 provides: “This part shall not be construed as authorizing the requirement of building
permits nor providing any regulation of the erection, construction, or reconstruction of any building or
other structure on lands now devote4 to agricultural Uses or which may hereafter be used for agricultural
purposes, ...“ The Kentucky Building Code Section 101.2 exempts “Farm dwellings and other
buildings and struötures located on farms which are incident to the operation of the farni and iQeated
outside the boundary of a municipality.” Oregon-State law455.315 allows exemption from the
requirement for a building permli and inspections when the p!’oposed building meets the agricultural-
building requirehent& Florida’s Statute 604.50 states ‘~Nowithstanding any other lawto the contrary,
any nonresidential farm building is exempt from the Florida Building Code arid any county or municipal
building code.”

Conclusion: While the details of aàricultural building exemptions vary across the country, the common
intent of such long-standing statutes and cod~s has been to support bona fide agriculture~ agricultural
families and workers: and rural agricultural communities. The benefits of providing such exemptions
have become increasingly evident and important in recent years With tl~e ever-changipg regulatory
environment and incre&singly qom~etitiye global agrictiltural.ipârketplaae in which today’s agricultural

• pperations must ~dmpete and survive. -. -

HB2424 addresses the con~tructlon and agricultural needs of the Hawaii agricultural community while
continuing to address the fire and life safety needs of-I-lawaii’s urban centers and residential communities.
The.agricultural building exemption will help to decrease agrioultural building construction costs in
Hawaii while helping to increase farm production and employment, andis consistent with the intentof the
Hawaii Constitution, Article XI, Section 3, which reads,the State shall “prohlote divSrsified agriculture”
and “increase agricultural self-sufficien~”. 01 therefore respectfully requests the•House Committee on

• Agriculture to pass-JAB2424 far the.benefitofHawajfsfarrners.andranchers, and for•thoso who purchase
locally_grownagricultural products.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Anthony C. Ostrqwski, Ph.D -

Pr~esident - . . .- . .

*Sjates with Agricultural Buildinj .F,xemptionE in itatute and/or code include: Alabama, Arizona,
Cal(fornia, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, MIs& issrpp L Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North

- Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, flnnessee, Utah. Vermon4 Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin...

~‘eJj~j.i~ OLI)sfl~ Cl... •, --
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COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
Representative Clift Tsuji, Chair

Representative Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, February 8, 2012
TIME: 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Conference Room 312
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

RE: Testimony in stron2 support of HB 2424 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
PERMITS

Dear Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Hashem, and Committee Members:

Mokuleia Aquafarm enthusiastically supports HB 2424, a bill which encourages the
construction of agricultural infrastructure desperately needed by an entire industry. This
bill provides substantial and critically needed support for an industry fundamental to Hawaii’s past
and future and it does so without the need for any funding appropriation!

Current building department requirements are designed for commercial and residential buildings
in urban areas, and not for ancillary farm structures in rural areas. Compliance with these
requirements adds enormous burden onto small farmers to build even the simplest of structures.
These farmers are also families who’s resources of time and money have already been stretched to
their limits just in trying to survive, and cannot afford the high engineering and architectural fees
often required for even the simplest structures.

Agriculture in Hawaii is suffering as building permit requirements have become increasingly
arduous in recent years as smaller, diversified family farms have attempted to fill the gap left by
the loss of sugar and pineapple production. This is especially true for newer, more intensive
culture methods such as hydroponics, aquaculture, and aquaponics. Although these techniques
are particularly appropriate for Hawaii, where land and water are limited and expensive, they
require more structures (such as shade houses, prefabricated greenhouses, tanks, raceways, storage
buildings), as well as shelters to protect crops and equipment from theft and/or weather damage.

We respectfully ask you to join more than 30 other states, that exempt nonresidential farm
buildings and structures from the stringent requirements needed for residential and commercial
buildings in urban areas. As a State that depends so heavily on a vulnerable lifeline of ships and
planes for our food supply, we humbly ask that you support Hawaii’s goal of greater food
self-sufficiency by passing HB 2424 as written.



Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter of so great an importance to all of us.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jeffrey A. Koch,
Owner, Mokuleia Aquafarm
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

COMMIYI’EE ON AGRICULTURE
Representative Clift Tsuji, Chair
Representative Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair

RE: Testimony in support of HR 2424 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL BUILDING PERMITS

Dear Chair Tsuji and Committee Members:

High Health Aq~culture c~1HA) is a commercial shrimp breeding company located in Kona since 1994. HHA
as written This bill exempts nonresidential agricultural buildings and structures on

commercial farms and ranches from building permit requirements, thereby eliminating an unnecessary obstacle
to the construction of essential agricultural infrastructure and helping to improve the economic viability of
Hawaii’s agricultural sector, without any cost to the State.

Conclusion: Agricultural building exemptions support bona fide agriculture, agricultural families and workers,
and rural agricultural communities. The benefits of such exemptions are important with the ever-changing
regulatory environment and increasingly competitive global agricultural marketplace in which today’s
agricultural operations must compete and survive.

1182424 addresses the construction and agricultural needs of the Hawaii agricultural community while
continuing to address the fire and life safety needs of Hawaii’s urban centers and residential communities. The
agricultural building exemption will help decrea~e agricultural building construction costs in Hawaii and
increase farm production and employment, and is consistent with the intent of the Hawaii Constitution, which
reads, the State shall “promote diversified agriculture” and “increase agricultural self-sufficiency”.

Best regards,

Jim W~ban PhD
High Health Aquaculture Inc.
Kona Hawaii USA
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

COMMITI’EE ON AGRICULTURE
Representative Clift Tsuji, Chair

Representative Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, February 8, 2012
TIME: 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Conference Room 312
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

RE: Testimony in strong support of RB 2424 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
PERMITS

Dear Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Hashem, and Committee Members:

Shrimp Improvement Systems Hawaii LLC is the leading shrimp broodstock production company in
Hawaii. We generate more than 6.5 million dollars of revenue annually for Hawaii’s economy and we
strongly support HB 2424 as written. This bill exempts nonresidential agricultural buildings and
structures on commercial farms and ranches from building permit requirements, thereby eliminating an
unnecessary obstacle to the construction of essential agricultural infrastructure and helping to improve the
economic viability ofHawaii’s agricultural sector, without any cost to the State.

Background: Historically, building codes are the result of national efforts to quell large urban fires in
the early 1900s to help mitigate large-scale fire loss. Since the largest of these devastating fires were
primarily in large urban areas, the move to adopt uniform building codes generally did not include rural
structures, particularly since the loss of an agricultural building seldom leads to the loss of human life.

Current status: While the complexity and reach of building codes have expanded dramatically over the
past century, the agricultural building exemptions present in statute dr code in most agricultural states
remain in place, exempting agricultural buildings and, in a number of states, agricultural dwellings, from
the zoning and building codes and building permit process. An extensive search of State statutes and
codes has determined that at least 32 states currently have agricultural building exemptions.*

Right to farm: A number of states include agricultural building exemptions under their “right to farm”
declarations. The State of Iowa declared in the Code of Iowa, Section 335.2 that “no ordinance adopted
under this chapter applies to land, farm houses, farm barns, farm outbuildings or other buildings or
structures which are primarily adapted, by reason of nature and area, for use for agricultural purposes,
while so used.” The Illinois Compiled Statutes Chapter 55 Section 5/5-12001 state “agricultural
structures/buildings shall be exempt from zoning ordinance and building code regulations requiring
building permits, fees, minimum design standards and specifications, and occupancy permits...” Arizona
Revised Statute (ASR) 11-830 states “nothing in any ordinance authorized in this ARS shall prevent,

73-4460 Queen Kaahumanu Highway #108, KaiIua-Koha, Hawaii 96740
Phone: 808 334 9737



restrict, or otherwise regulate use or improvements on land tracts ... used for general agricultural
purposes.”

Building permit exclusions and exemptions: Many states provide agricultural exclusions or
agricultural building exemptions under their building codes. Pennsylvania’s Uniform Construction
Code, Section 104 states “This act shall not apply to~ (4) any agricultural building.” The Tennessee
Code 13-7-114 provides: “This part shall not be construed as authorizing the requirement of building
permits nor providing any regulationof the erection, construction, or reconstruction of any building or
other structure on lands now devoted to agricultural uses or which may hereafter be used for agricultural
purposes,...” The Kentucky Building Code Section 101.2 exempts “Farm dwellings and other
buildings and structures located on farms which are incident to the operation of the farm and located
outside the boundary of a municipality.” Oregon State law 455.315 allows exemption from the
requirement for a building permit and inspections when the proposed building meets the agricultural-
building requirements. Florida’s Statute 604.50 states “Nowithstanding any other law to the contrary,
any nonresidential farm building is exempt from the Florida Building Code and any county or municipal
building code.”

Conclusion: While the details of agricultural building exemptions vary across the country, the common
intent of such long-standin~ statutes and codes has been to su000rt bona fide agriculture, agricultural
families and workers. and rural agricultural communities. The benefits of providing such exemptions
have become increasingly evident and important in recent years with the ever-changing regulatory
environment and increasingly competitive global agrk~ultural marketplace in which today’s agricultural
operations must compete and survive.

HB2424 addresses the construction ~nd agricultural needs of the Hawaii agricultural community while
continuing to address the fire and life safety needs of Hawaii’s urban centers and residential communities.
The agricultural building exemption will help to decrease agricultural building construction costs in
Hawaii whilehelping to inciease farm production and employment, and is consistent with the intent of the
Hawaii Coustitution, Article XI, Section 3, which reads, the State shall “promote diversified agriculture”
and “increase agricultural self-sufficiency”. Shrimp Improvement Systems Hawaii LLC therefore
respectfully requests the Senate Committee on Agriculture to pass HB2424 for the benefit of Hawaii’s
farmers and ranchers, and for those who purchase locally-grown agricultural products.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Joseph Tabrah
President/Manager

*states with Agricultural Building Exemptions in statute and/or code include: Alabama, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississipp4 Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Yor!ç North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin.

2
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

COMMIITEE ON AGRICULTURE
Representative Clift Tsuji, Chair

Representative Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, February 8, 2012
TIME: 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Conference Room 312
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

RE: Testimony in strong support of RB 2424 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
PERMITS

Dear Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Hashem, and Committee Members:

The Hawaii Aquaculture and Aquaponics Association (HAAA), representing Hawaii’s aquaculture and
aquaponics industry statewide, stronRlv supports HB 2424 as written. This bill exempts nonresidential
agricultural buildings and structures on commercial farms and ranches from building permit requirements,
thereby eliminating an unnecessary obstacle to the construction of essential agricultural infrastructure and
helping to improve the economic viability of Hawaii’s agricultural sector, without any cost to the State.

Background: Historically, building codes are the result of national efforts to quell large urban fires in
the early 1900s to help mitigate large-scale fire loss. Since the largest of these devastating fires were
primarily in large urban areas, the move to adopt uniform building codes generally did not include rural
structures, particularly since the loss of an agricultural building seldom leads to the loss of human life.

Current status: While the complexity and reach of building codes have expanded dramatically over the
pastcentury, the agricultural building exemptions present in statute or code in most agricultural states
remain in place, exempting agricultural buildings and, in a number of states, agricultural dwellings, from
the zoning and building codes and building permit process. An extensive search of State statutes and
codes has determined that at least 32 states currently have agricultural building exeniptions.*

Right to farm: A number of states include agricultural building exemptions under their “right to farm”
declarations. The State of Iowa declared in the Code of Iowa, Section 335.2 that “no ordinance adopted
under this chapter applies to land, farm houses, farm barns, farm outbuildings or other buildings or
structures which are primarily adapted, by reason of nature and area, for use for agricultural purposes,
while so used.” The fllinois Compiled Statutes Chapter 55 Section 5/5-12001 state “agricultural
structures/buildings shall be exempt from zoning ordinance and building code regulations requiring
building permits, fees, minimum design standards and specifications, and occupancy permits...” Arizona
Revised Statute (ASR) 11-830 states “nothing in any ordinance authorized in this ARS shall prevent,



restrict, or otherwise regulate use or improvements on land tracts ... used for general agricultural
purposes.”

Building permit exclusions and exemptions: Many states provide their agricultural exclusions or
agricultural building exemptions under their building codes. Pennsylvania’s Uniform Construction
Code, Section 104 states “This act shall not apply to (4) any agricultural building.” The Tennessee
Code 13-7-114 provides: “This part shall not be construed as authorizing the requirement of building
permits nor providing any regulation of the erection, construction, or reconstruction of any building or
other structure on lands now devoted to agricultural uses or which may hereafter be used for agricultural
purposes, ...“ The Kentucky Building Code Section 101.2 exempts “Farm dwellings and other
buildings and structures located on farms which are incident to the operation of the farm and located
outside the boundary of a municipality.” Oregon State law 455.3 15 allows exemption from the
requirement for a building permit and inspections when the proposed building meets the agricultural-
building requirements. Florida’s Statute 604.50 states “Nowithstanding any other law to the contrary,
any nonresidential farm building is exempt from the Florida Building Code and any county or municipal
building code.”

Conclusion: While the details of agricultural building exemptions vary across the country, the common
intent of such long-standing statutes and codes has been to support bona fide agriculture, agricultural
families and workers, and rural agricultural communities. The benefits of providing such exemptions
have become increasingly evident and important in recent years with the ever-changing regulatory
environment and increasingly competitive global agricultural marketplace in which today’s agricultural
operations must compete and survive.

HB2424 addresses the construction and agricultural building needs of the Hawaii agricultural community
while continuing to address the fire and life safety needs of Hawaii’s urban centers and residential
communities. The agricultural building exemption will help to decrease agricultural building construction
costs in Hawaii while helping to increase farm production and employment, and is consistent with the
wording and intent of the Hawaii Constitution, Article XI, Section 3, which reads, the State shall
“promote diversified agriculture” and “increase agricultural self-sufficiency”. The HAAA therefore
respectfully requests the Senate Committee on Agriculture to pass H82424 for the benefit of Hawaii’s
farmers and ranchers, and for the benefit of those who purchase locally-grown agricultural products.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Ronald P. Weidenbach
HAAA President

*states with Agricultural Building Exemptions in statute and/or code include: Alabama, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississipp% Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin.



HAWAII LIVESTOCK FARMERS COALITION
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COMM~1TEE ON AGRICULTURE
Representative Cliff Tsuji, Chair

Representative Mark 3. Hashem, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, February 8, 2012
TIME: 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Conference Room 312

RE: Testimony in strong support of RB 2424 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL BUILDING PERMiTS

Dear Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Hashem, and Committee Members:

My name is Alan Gottlieb, and I am the Government Affairs Chair for the The Rawaii Livestock Farmers Coalition
(HLFC). RLFC consists of Hawaii Cattle Ranchers and Processors, Pork Producers and Processors, Lamb & Goat
Producers, Egg Producers, Dairy Producers, and Aquaculture Producers, as well as several local veterinarians who
work closely with the livestock industries, the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation, and other agricultural partners,
strongly supports 1113 2424 as written. This bill exempts nonresidential agricultural and aquacultural buildings and
structures, and their appurtenances, located on commercial farms and ranches from building permit requirements other
than applicable electric and wastewater regulations, to help support Hawaii’s farmers and ranchers. This bill provides
a critical agriculture building exemption that is already in place in the majority of other states, to support the continued
growth of livestock farming and other forms of diversified agriculture in Hawaii

Historically, building codes are the result of national efforts to quell large urban fires in the early 1900s to help
mitigate large-scale fire loss. Since the largest of these devastating fires were primarily in large urban areas, the move
to adopt uniform building codes generally did not include rural agricultural structures, particularly since the loss of an
agricultural building seldom leads to the loss of human life. While the complexity and reach of building codes have
expanded dramatically over the past century, the majority of states provide agricultural building exemptions from the
zoning and building codes and building permit process so as to support their State’s agricultural producers.*

While the details of agricultural building exemptions vary somewhat from State to State, the common intent of such
long-standing statutes and codes has been to support bona fide agriculture, agricultural families and workers, and rural
agricultural communities. The benefits of providing such exemptions from the burdensome, costly, and time-
consuming building permit process that does not recognize the unique needs and reduced risks associated with
agricultural buildings have become increasingly evident and important in recent years with the ever-changing
regulatory environment and increasingly competitive global agricultural marketplace in which today’s agricultural
operations must compete and survive. The HLFC therefore respectfully urges the House Committee on Agriculture to
pass HB2424 as written to support Hawaii’s commercial farmers and ranchers.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

*States with Agricultural Building Exemptions in statute and/or code include: Alabama, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North
Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and
Wisconsin.



Hawaii Farmers Union United

Testimony Reference: HB 2424
Date of Hearing: Feb 8

From: Hawaii Farmers Union United

SUPPORT with AMENDMENTS
Testimony:

HFUU support the intent of this bill. It is long overdue.
This testimony follows bill HB 1949 and is muàh the same

Recommend Amendment:

The definition of a farm and who is included
1) says any LOT of more than two acres.
We recommend the following change:

Recommend wording to the effect of: Any FARM of more that two acres that is
contiguous. My own farm, Olomana Gardens consists of two adjoining lots. One 1.25
acre and one 3.5 acres. As the bill currently reads, I would be exempt on the 3.5 acres,
but not on the 1.25 acres I would have problems, even though it makes up one
contiguous lot of over four acres, all of it being farmed.

Olomana Gardens experience with Honoiulu C&C Building permit resulted in a $100 per
day fine until I obtained permits for nursery buildings, and tractor covers. The end result
is I got the permits and passed inspections. But that was only after hiring a licensed
architect and taking 7 months and multiple attempts at getting permits.

Towards the end, the C&C of Honolulu accessed my property with a $5,000 civil fine,
and levied the tax roles. My mortgage promptly paid the partial fine which by that time
was run up to $67,000 fine on the books (including other violations of land use) , due to
the delay in getting permits and inspections satisfied.

It was a nightmare that no farmer should ever have to go though.

j flu lsIand.Naui.NolOkai.Oahu,Raual

When I finally passed inspections, the City dropped all other fines and called it even.



If an agriculture lot is not being used in agriculture as it should be, that is an issue for
the zoning enforcement.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak for the family farmer in Hawaii. Please give the
little farmer a break and stop excluding them from favorable legislation.

Glenn Martinez
HFUU President
FYI:
Hawaii Farmer Union United is the largest agriculture organization in the State of Hawaii
that represents the small family farmers at the exclusion of GMO and Mega Corporation
mono- crop industrial farms. With small family farmers on every island Hawaii Farmers
Union is the only Grassroots farm organization where the members have direct voice.

Any testimony given to the Legislature is vetted to the membership. Often the testimony
is a blend of opinions voiced directly from membership. We also encourage all individual
members to submit testimony directly, particularly where there voice is different then the
majority, thus all farmer voices are heard, not lust the loudest.
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State Capitol
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Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Hashem, Members of the Committee. My name is John Corbin. I
was formerly Manager of the Aquaculture Development Program in the Department of
Agriculture and I strongly support H.B. 2424 Relating to Agricultural Building Permits. The bill
would exempt specified nonresidential agriculture and aquaculture buildings and structures
and their appurtenances that are located on commercial farms from building permit
requirements, other than electric and water regulations.

My experience over my 30 years in working with start-up and existing aquaculture farms
is that the existing building permit system has often been a significant obstacle to suitable farm
construction; costing excessive time and money to owner-operators for less efficient structures.
Passage of this bill will enable aquaculture farmersto utilize readily available, low risk, recycled
ocean shipping containers, modular structures, agricultural cold frames and storage sheds for
more affordable hatchery and office space, feed, and equipment storage, and other farm
infrastructure needs. Farmers could then construct and operate their farms in a more timely
and cost-effective manner while enhancing farm production and protecting personnel and/or
farm equipment from inclement weather, coastal salt spray, birds and theft and vandalism.

Passage of this bill would be a major step forward for encouragement of commercial
aquaculture and agriculture development that can locally meet Hawaii’s food needs and
enhance food security. The importance of local food production goes beyond satisfying our
collective hunger, but as a land use, aquaculture and agriculture creates much needed jobs in
rural areas, preserves open space and provides stewardship of our natural resources. Hawaii
would join 32 other states that currently have agricultural building exemptions that recognize
the special needs of these activities.

I urge the Committee to pass H.B. 2424. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

John S. Corbin MS, CFP, AICP
President
Aquaculture Planning & Advocacy, LLC
Kaneohe, Hawaii
808-239-8316
jscorbin@aol.com



W.H. Shinman
Limited

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE

HOUSE BILL 2424

RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL BUILDING PERMITS

PRESENTED TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

FEBRUARY 2012

CHAIRPERSON CLIFF TSUJI and Members of the Committees:

STRONG SUPPORT.

My name is Loren Mochida, Director of Agricultural Operations at W. H. Shipman,
Limited in Keaau on the Big Island. We are a local kamaaina-family owned land
management company that is engaged in Agriculture and Commercial/Industrial
development and leasing. We currently lease lands to over 130 individually growers at
W.H. Shipman, Ltd.

W. H. Shipman, Ltd., and their growers provide strong support to HB 2424, Relating to
Agricultural Building Permits. This Act will encourage and support diversified
agriculture self-sufficiency by providing an agricultural building exemption for
commercial farms and ranches.

The existing building codes and permitting processes are overly burdensome to
commercial agriculture and aquaculture industries and adds substantial costs to establish
or expand farming and ranching activities. A search of CONUS statutes and codes has
determined that at least 32 states currently have agricultural building exemptions.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 2424.

16-523 Keaau-Pahoa Road Keaau, III 96749
tel.: 808.966.9325 • fax: 808.966.8522

www.whshipman.com
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RO. Box 1978 Kaunakakai, Molokai, Hawaii 96748 USA
www.broodstock.com molokaishrimp@mac.com Tel. (808) 658-3276 Fax (760)825-8815

Clift Tsuji
House District 3
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 402

Feb 7, 2012

RE: In Support of HB 2424 Relating to Building Permits - Feb 12, 9:00 AM

I have owned and operated Molokai Sea Farms since 1988. I strongly support HB 2424.

Besides operating my aquaculture farm for the past 24 years I just concluded five years
serving on the Molokai Planning Commission. The number one complaint that we received
on the commission was how long and time consuming the building permit application process
takes. Many people choose not to build at all or build illegal structures.

For Hawaii to become more food self sufficient, agro-businesses need to be able to move
forward in an expeditious and efficient manner. I believe if this bill is signed into law you will
see a surge in local agricultural production with the associated job growth.

Respectfully Submitted,

Steve Chaikin

24$~
Owner/Operator



THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGtSLATURE

REtIULAR sEsgIoN OF 2012:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE:
Representative.Clift.Tsuji, Chair

Representative Mark J. Hashem, ViCe Chair

DATE: Wednesday, Februaiy:S, 2012.
TIME: 9:00 an

PLACE: Conference Room 312
State Capitol
41.5 South Beretailia Street

RE~ Testimonyin sfrong support. of fiB 2424 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL
BUILDING PERMITS

Dear Chair Tsqji, Vice: Obair H.ashem, and CommitteeMembers:

I am writing as an individual who works with agricultural professionals throughout the state to
offer my strong support to HB 2424 as written This bill exempts nonresidential agricultural
buildings and structures on commercial farms and ranches from building permit requirements,
thereby eliminating an uhnecésñty obstacle;to the construction of essential agticulturai
infra~ttucWre and helping to .iniprove the ecOnomio viability of HawaII’s agricultural scctor,
without an ost t~ the.. State.

I work with many fanners~who are, trying to.start-up or keep.their :f~ilies agikultutal operations
alive and have incurred huge costs to build or retrofit farm buildings If zoning ordinance and
building code regulations were mandated requiring building permits, fees, rninnnum design
standards and specifications, and occupancy permits, it would add an extraordinary burden to
these family farms I fear many would not be able to continue farming, as the cost would become
too burdensome Therefore, Hawaii should look to the many examples of time-tested agricultural
building exemptions that currently exist in other states to approve the common intent of such
long-standing statutes and codes to support bona fide agriculture, agricultural families and
wcrkôts, arid rural agricultufal. communities.

HE 2424 addresses both the fire and frEe safety needs of Hawaii’s urban centers and residential
communities and the construction and agricultural needs of the Hawaii agricultural community
The agricultural building exemption will help to decrease agricultural building construction costs
in Hawaii while helping to increase farm production and employment, and is consistent with the
intent of the HawaiL Constitution, Article XI, Section 3, which reads, the State shall “promote
diversified agriculture” and “increase agricultural self-sufficiency”~ I, therefore, iespectfiilly
request the Senate Committee on Agriculture to pass HB2424 for the benefit of Hawaii’s farmers
and rancherá, and for those who purchasQ locally~growç agricultural products,

Thank you for the opporn~bityto: tonutent.

Ltdsa F: Castro



2d2~cUanu.Ase; #1510
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Februmy 5, 2012

Representative Gift Tsuji, Chair
Representative Mark J Hashem Vice Chair
HOuse. Committeeon Agricplture
.415 S. Beretania.St.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96S13

DearChair Tsuji, Vice Chair Hashein, and Members of the Comniittee:

I am sending this testimony to express my strong support for JIB 2424 This bill, if
passed as wntten would remove a major impedithent to the growth of Hawaii’s diversified
agriculture Hawaii s county buildmg codes, m contrast to those in many Mainland states,
unnecessarily treat agricultural buildings and structures as if they were residences or commercial
buildings ih:cOngósted urban areas.

I.hopemy personal Øxpeden~t will, serge as amexample. Almost 30 yeats ago, my
business partner and I leased 17 acres m Kahuku and established an aquaculture farm producing
edible seaweed (ago), primarily for the local market on Oahu We invested the little money we
had~ farmed for 27 years, and eventually became successfiil enough to support ourselves and
several workers Early in the histors’ of the farm, we needed to put up a shed to protect our tools
and equipthciit ftøm the damp, salty envitoriment: It: was a .l0-W-2O-foot. thed made of.rec~rcled
lumber, built with our own labor, anchored securely to a concrete pad, far from any other
buildings m a remote agricultural area The total cost was probably about $500, which barely fit
within OUr budget. We applied for abuildin~ permit,. but weretold that plans for the shed must
be approved by an architect and an engineer The cost of hiring these experts would have been
many times the constmction cost of the shed itself, and far beyond our hunted resources, so we
were forced to withdraw our permit apphcation It seemed excessive then — and still seems so to
the. now— torequire suah expertise for the construction of a simple tool shed~

In 2009 our fanu’s lease expired, and we had to leave I senously considered starting
another farm, this time using the new and highly efficient technique of aquaponics, in some other
location I had to concede that I could not start over again The time and costs involved in
complying with building code requirements for the necessary structures — even though those
structures would htve posed little nsk to anyone’s safety — were major factors in my decision I
believe the existing codes make it very difficult for small farmers and startup agnbusmesses — m
other words, the farmers of the future — to invest in much-needed infrastructure Therefore, I
.hopeyou will pass JJfl~ 2424 without sir eudment.

thanlcyou forthe Op~ottuhity tO. state my opinion on this.impOrtaht matter.

Sinqerely;

,4~ *.

Frederick M. Mencher


