TESTIMONY BY KALBERT K. YOUNG
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE
STATE OF HAWAII
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
ON
HOUSE BILL NO. 2226, H.D. 1

February 23, 2012

RELATING TO AN AUTOMATED VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

House Bill No. 2226, H.D. 1, requires the Department of Public Safety to
establish a statewide automated victim information and notification system. The
system will automatically notify a registered victim or concerned member of the
community when there are certain changes in the status of an offender in the
Department of Public Safety's custody. House Bill No. 2226, H.D. 1, creates the
Automated Victim Nctification System special fund to defray costs associated with
operating the system. The fund would be exempt from central service assessments
and generate revenues through a 4% surcharge on items purchased by inmates at a
correctional facility commissary, revenue from the provision of inmate telephone
services, and interest/investment eamings. The bill appropriates an unspecified sufn
from the special fund for FY 13 to develop the new system. |

The Departmeht of Budget and Finance takes no position on the rational
validity of developing an automated victim information and notification system.
However, as a matter of general policy, the department does not support the creation
of any special fund which does not meet the requirements of Section 37-52.3 of the

Hawaii Revised Statutes. Special or revolving fuﬁds should: 1) reflect a clear nexus



-2-
between the benefits sought and charges made upon the users or beneficiaries of
the program; 2) provide an appropriate means of ﬁhancing for the program or activity;
and 3) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining. In regards to House
Bill No. 2226, H.D. 1, it is difficult to determine if the new fund will be self-sustaining.
The department also further recommends against any. exemption from the central
services assessment as a matter of financial consistency to administrate and cover
the cost of managing the financial accounting required of such an undertaking.

| encourage the Legislature to scruiinize the fiscal and operational plan for this
program to ensure that it does conform to the requirements of Section 37-52.3,

Hawaii Revised Statutes.
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Good moming Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Committee on Finance,
Thank you for providing the Crime Victim Compensation Commission (the “Commission’) with the

opportunity to testify before you today. The Commission strongly supports the passage of House Bill
2226 HD1.

This bill amends Chapter 353, Hawai'i Revised Statutes, by creating a new part establishing a
permanent statewide victim notification system in the Department of Public Safety (PSD), a
governance committee to advise PSD on the implementation of the statewide victim notification
system, and a special fund to underwrite the cost of the statewide victim notification system.

The Commission was established in 1967 to mitigate the suffering and financial impact experienced
by victims of violent crime by providing compensation to pay un-reimbursed crime-related expenses.
Many victims of violent crime could not afford to pay their medical bills, receive needed mental
health or rehabilitative services, or bury a loved one if compensation were not available from the
Commission.

Hawai'i Revised Statutes, Section 801D, provides crime victims and witnesses with the right, upon
request, to be notified by PSD of changes in the custody status of the offender. Prior to 2008, PSD
provided a manual notification through the county victim assistance programs. This manual
notification system was not uniformly applied in each of the counties, was only available during
regular business hours, and resulted, in some cases, with untimely notification made to victims and
witnesses.

Numerous crime victims were unable to exercise their right to speak at the offender’s parole hearing,
were traumatized when they were not notified timely in advance about the offender’s release, or were
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endangered and unable to plan for their safety when they did not receive timely advance notification
of the offender’s release or escape.

In order to address these concerns, PSD applied for federal grant funds to establish a statewide
automated victim notification system (SAVIN). In 2008, PSD received federal funds to establish a
SAVIN Program in Hawai'i. Since the SAVIN Program was established in Hawai'i, thousands of
crime victims, witnesses, survivors, victim service providers, law enforcement agencies, and
concerned members of the public have automatically received timely information in advance of
changes in an offender’s custody status. Without a continuing funding source, the SAVIN Program in
Hawai'i is in danger of ending when federal funding runs out in 2012.

The Commission serves on the SAVIN Governance Committee, which guides the SAVIN Program in
Hawai'i. The Governance Committee is comprised of county victim service providers and advocates,
crime victims, technology experts, and members of the criminal justice community. In FY 2011, the
Commission requested technical assistance from the National SAVIN Training and Technical
Assistance Project to assist the Governance Committee and other stakeholders with developing a
strategic plan to address two critical issues facing SAVIN in Hawai'i:

1. Sustainability of the SAVIN program in Hawai'i in light of current State budget constraints
and the pending expiration of federal grant funds in 2012; and

2. Appropriate placement of SAVIN within the State government. Various Governance
Committee members had concerns about which State agency should house the SAVIN
Program.

A series of Hawai'i strategic planning sessions were conducted in March 2011 by Anne Seymour
from the National SAVIN Project Team. The resulting report and recommendations acknowledged
the importance of the SAVIN Program to victims and public safety in Hawai'i, and included
recommendations to draft legislation to ensure that the SAVIN Program in Hawai'i continues after
federal funding expires, and to place the permanent SAVIN Program in Hawai'i with PSD.

The proposed bill will enable the SAVIN Program to continue in Hawai'i by providing a dedicated
funding source through the establishment of a special fund. The bill provides a funding source from
inmate phone usage revenue and a surcharge against inmate commissary purchases. Revenue from
these funds is exempted from the assessments in Section 36-27 and 36-30, which will help to ensure
sufficient funding for the SAVIN Program to protect victims and witnesses.

Another important aspect of the bill is the establishment of a SAVIN Governance Committee. The
establishment of a SAVIN Governance Committee is an essential element of a successful Program
because of the high degree of cooperation in decision-making required by, and among, SAVIN
providers. The Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) guidelines and standards for planning,
implementing and operating effective SAVIN Programs, recommend that SAVIN Programs be based
on victim-focused principles of victim/survivor safety, confidentiality, and autonomy. The BJA
guidelines note that:

Governance is the key to a successful SAVIN Program and provides the
environment for collaboration among the many different stakeholders who must
work together to create and operate a SAVIN Program. By using these
governance standards, each state will maintain the balance between agency-level
decision-making and broad-based input from the participants and users of the

SAVIN Program, including the most important stakeholders which are crime
victims and survivors.
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The SAVIN Program in Hawai'i is also an essential element of the proposed Justice Reinvestment
Initiative (JRI). The ability of erime victims to have input in decision making about the
appropriateness of an offender’s release, and the impact of the offender’s release on the victim’s
safety, as well as on the safety of the public, is dependent on timely notification to the crime victim.
The SAVIN Program will work hand-in-hand with other JRI proposals to increase victim and public
safety.

Thank you for providing the Commission with the opportunity to testify in strong support of House
Bill 2226 HD1. :
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Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii Paroling Authority (HPA) supports F 2226, HD1.

The HPA believes that an automated victim notification system already exists and
was established by the Department of Public Safety using federal funding from both, the
Violence of Crime Act (VOCA) and the Victim Information and Notification Everyday
(VINE) grants. The system is known as the Hawaii Statewide Automated Victim
Information and Notification (Hawaii SAVIN) system.

This measure seeks to establish a speclal fund that would provide the necessary
funding and required staffing to continue the Hawaii SAVIN system. The HPA fully

supports this measure.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.
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Good morning Chair Oshiro and members of the Finance Committee, the Department of the
Prosecuting Attorney provides the following testimony in support of H.B. 2226, H.D. 1, which
proposes to establish a statewide automated victim notification system.

As provided for in H.R.§ CHAPTER 801D our Department currently participates through a series
of cooperative agreements with the Department of Public Safety in the process of notifying
victims of changes in the custody status of inmates whose victims have submitted a written
request for notification. The process, at times inefficient and complex, does function to fulfill
the basic purposes of H.R.S. 801D. However, this bill represents a commitment to an antomated
victim notification system, which although we already have an operational system in place,
provides hope that this system can now become a permanent foundation upon which we can
build.

Initially the Department of the Attorney General committed federal VOCA funds to help
underwrite the start up costs for a notification system. And in a fashion all too uncommon in
government today, the Department of Public Safety bravely volunteered their resources and
commitment to making this system a reality in February of 2009. They have sought and
successfully received U.S. Department of Justice grants, which have underwritten the costs of the
system since its inception. Unfortunately federal funding for Automated Victim Notification
Systems was designed to serve as start up funding to get the program of the ground. While this
funding has been effective in the development of a very effective system, the time has come for a
State funding commitment.

Although the anticipated implementation of our statewide notification system is an incredibly
important accomplishment, the continuing availability of funding to cover the ongoing



operational cost of this system is, however, uncertain. This uncertainty remains one of the major
obstacles to providing Hawaii’s crime victims with the commitment to victims’ rights and
services that is sorely needed. The passage of this measure can lay the foundation for a
sustainable program that will insure that the future notification needs of crime victims can be
met. H.B. 2226, H.D. 1 provides both an appropriate funding mechanism (an inmate commissary
surcharge) and a formal statutory framework that offers to victims a current and future reliable
source of information that can contribute significantly to victim safety and piece of mind.

One critical piece of this bill is the provision in Section 1 (on pages 5-7) that establishes an
Automated Victim Notification System Governance Committee. This committee, made up of a
cross section of representatives from victim services agencies, victim witness assistance
programs, and a victim or surviving family member will insure that the Notification System is
accessible and user friendly for victims. It should also insure that the Department of Public
Safety will receive ongoing victim centered guidance in the operation of the system. Properly
implemented this program will become a cornerstone for victims’ rights and services in Hawaii
and a model for other states to emulate.

The appropriation for future funding, in Section 4 of the bill, is an important piece of this
proposal, as we face rapidly dwindling Federal funding. This funding mechanism can ensure that
this resource becomes a permanent fixture in our expanding gallery of crime victim services. A
failure to establish a sustainable fiscal foundation may result in the hopes of victims who have
received the benefits of this program being dashed and will leave a legacy of cruel
disappointment rather than of a great accomplishment.

In conclusion, we urge your strong support for H.B. 2226, H.D. 1. Thank you for your time and
consideration
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Chair Oshiro; Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

['am a career prosecutor, curreritly the First Deputy Prosecutor for Hawai'i County. [n
the past, the notification system was unreliable and poor. It depended on a manual
system of sending a request for notification then receiving a call. The system worked
poorly and oftert, we would be the last to know that a defendant was released from jail.
Vinelink was revolutionary. It allows us to obigin ¢onsistent timely information regarding
a change in status for the jailed defendant, | personally check the system or have
signed up for notification on several occasions. In addition to being able fo let
vulnerable victims know, we now have a reliable method of knowing whether or not
witnesses or other persons of interest are incarcerated, without having fo call the jail
and speak fo personnel. This is important when, for example, there s an outstanding
bench warrant or subpoena for a person who is in custody for unrelated reasons. In the
past, | would have to call the jail, speak to an officer, whe would then look up the
individual and tell me whether or not the person was in their facility. Vinelink can check.
all Departiment of Public Safety facilities at the same time,

Please continue funding this important service.
Very truly yours,
Dale Yamada Ross

First Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Hawai'i County

HawaT Colinty J§ aft Eqiral Oppoditnily Provider and Employsk
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Good morning Chair Oshiro and Vice Chair Lee and Committee members. |am Jane
Huntington, Victim/Witness Counselor for the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney for the:
County of Hawaii. | am testifying in strong support of HB 2226. :

As a Victim Counselor in the Kona commiinity | interact with many victims who had
been living in fear of those who perpetrated crimes against them. They continue to call
me long after the cases have been sentenced and our files closed in this office because
they still suffer from the anxiety of knowing that the defendant will be released and they
want to, at a minimurn, prepare for it. Thé Automated Victim Notification System helps
to relieve some of that anxiety by giving them a way of knowing whete the defendant is
and when he or she is released. If, indeed, knowledge is power, then this system
returns some power 1o people who have often been made power]ess by crime.,

This system helps us as counselors to do our job more efficiently. It relieves us of many
man hours that would be otherwise spent tracking down information that is now
available to us at our fingertips. We are able to offer our victims that do notf have an in-
home computer or a stable phone number up to date, accurate information.

it seems only just that the offenders themselves should pay for this service through a
surcharge on their commissary purchases and revenue on their telephone usage. The
Automated Victim Nofification System is an important asset te the criminal justice
system.

Thank you for your attention.

Hawaii Gounly'Is an' Equiél Opportufity Frovider and Employer




655 KILAUEA AVENUE

HILD, HAWAIT 96720

CHARLENE Y. IROSHI PH; (808) 951-0468

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY FAX: (808) 961-8308

(808) 934-3403

DALE A, ROSS' {808) 934-3503
FIRST DEPUTY o

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY WESTHAWAI UNIT

81-980 HALEK[‘I ST SUITE 150

e KEALAKEKUA HAWA!ISE?SU

PH (d08) 322-2652

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY FAX: (800) 322-6984

THE HONORABLE MARCUS R. OSHIRO, GHAIR
THE HONORABLE MARILYN B. LEE, VICE CHAIR
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Twenty-sixth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2012
State of Hawai’i

Hearing on Thursday, February 23, 2012
11 a.m., Conference Room 308

RE: H.B. 2226, RELATING TO AN AUTOMATED:VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

| am a Victim Assistance Counselor with Hawaii Island’s Office of the Prosecuting
Attorney. My job Iargely entails working with victims of felony violent crimes.

| am writing in support of funding for the Victim Information Notification System.

Since the inception of VINE / SAVIN,_ | have utilized this service on numerous occasions
and find it to be an extremely valuable teol. The victims and their families whom | deal
with are immensely grateful that such a service is available and at no cost to them.

When a person is victimized, no matter what the crime, that person loses control of a
part of his or her life. A victim often feels helpless, terrorized and fearful, mainly fear of
the “unknown”. Theré are so many unknowns: when will the Defendant be released
from incarceration, will the Defendant and his/her family retaliate, will the Defendant
remermmber who they are, where they live, efc.

VINE: provides knowledge, thereby glwng some measure of control back to victims and
their families, More importantly, VINE gives victifis peace of mind. Until nofification is
received of a Defendant’s release, victims can sleep knowing that the Defendant is
incarcérated and will not be coming to kill or hurt them, can live in their community
without having to constantly look over their shoulder, can live their lives for a while
without FEAR. Being able to relax isa tremendous opportunity for the. heallng process

to begin.

'VINE also tells victims that they are important and worthy of remembrance. Although it
may be years affer the crime has occurred and the notifications are automated, these

Havwali Counly is an Equi Oppoitinity Provider brd Employer




notifications acknowledge and validate their victimization. The crimes perpetrated
against innocent people shape and change their lives. Victims.and their families never
forget what happened to them. Victims should not be forgotten.

Thank you for taking the timie to read and cohsider my input.

Edythe Maeda
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RE: H.B. 2226, RELATING TO AN AUTOMATED VICTIM NOTIFICATION SVSTEM
Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

My name is Irene Bender and I have been a Victim Assistance Counselor at the Hawvaii
County Office of the Prosecuting Attorney for over seventeén years. One of my duties i isto-
inform victims of crime about the status of their cases, This is cspemaliy important with regard to
safety issues in violent crimes. Frequently a victim of a violent crime has valid concerns for their
safety given the volatile nature of the incident and relationship to the offender. It is difficult for a
person who has beén harmed to regain 4 sense of equilibrium given that their life has been turned
upside down. It can be espeua]ly helpful to know the whereabouts of the person who has hurt
them so they can begin to piece their life back together again. Should the victim be notified that
the offender is to be reteased mfo-the community he or she can take precauhonary measures to
ensure their safety. Knowmg the status of thié offénder allows the victim to regain a sense of
justice and peace of mind.

Prior to the Vinelink system available T rarely got timely information, For offenders who
were in prisonmy office would receive a letter from the Department of Public Safety some time
prior to thie inmate’s release. The létter did not provide the actual date of release, It was not
addressed to me or the assighed depuity prosecirtor; rather it was addressed to my office where it
would be circulated grouped with many other similar letters:for other inmates. If somehow I
missed it, if I'was on vacation or simply- overlooked it, I would be unaware that the inmate was
to be released.

Haweli County Is en Equal Opponumily Provider anid Employer




For offenders in jail oni the island of Hawaii, victio counselors would fax requeststo the.
jail asking that the victim and assigred victim. counselor be informed of an inmate’s release from
custody ‘Whiether they were able to contact ns would depend on the availability of staff; Frankly,
in my early years as a victim counselor the personnel at the jail were not consistent in providing
notification, They were understaffed and many of the corrections officers were working,

" overtime to cover the workload. Notification was not a priority: As [ was not available on
‘weekends or holidays I would refer victims fo call the jail based on their level of concern to ask
whether an inmate was in or out of custody. This may have caused the jail staff to have to field
numerous additional phone calls added to their already stretched resources, It was a frustrating
and frightening system with pitfalls and disappoinitments.

or email, ThlS gwes them a sense of secunty needed for psychologlcal Well-bemg and a safe hfe
I am able to register for all of the offenders on my casé load and to refer victims and thiir
farhilies to Vinelink with confidence that the information they are entitled to will be provided to
them in 4 timely nanner. We rio longer have fo worry about a hit and miss approach to victim
notification thanks to Vinelink. |

Thank you for reviewing this letter and for making the right decision to continue fihancial
support of this essential service.

J. Irene Bender
Victim Assistance Counselor
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Hearirig on Thursday, February 23, 2012
11 a.m., Conference Room 308

RE: H.B. 2226, RELATING TO AN AUTOMATED VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Commiittee on Finance:

As a Victim/Witness Counselor dealing primarily with victims of domestic violence, VINE
is practically a daily ritual. | am able to assist victims by walking them through the
registration process at the Website online or | am able to sign them up using their
telephone number. Both work very well as some victims are not comfortable with a
computer or may have to be careful with the websites they access online if and when
the offender gets out. Knowing that the abuser is locked away for some time and that
they will be alerted when any kind of movement occurs with him, is a huge relief. This is
a comfort and sense of security for many victims who may need if even just one day to
get away.

Just recently, | had a victim who had a ticket to fly away to freedom. She needed te
make a clean and legal break. Though this abuser was no longer with her and had
rmoved on to his next victim, he still had some control over her due 1o the fact that they
had a child together. He used the system to his advantage and maintained his hold on.
her. He had abused her many times and violated the profective order on countless
dccasions; he served his time and was released. When she signed up for VINE, shé
was informed sach time he was released on bail or othenwise, including the Iast case
she. had with him. Her mother, a champion advocate for her, signed up for nofifications
as well, and so did the foster mother of one of the perpetrator’s children. When he
abuseéd his new girifriehd and was placed in custody, VINE informed them before | got
to work that morning; consequeritly before | got a chancé to tell her myseif She knew
then that she had a few days to get her thlngs packed and not run the risk of having the
4 yr old slip about how come mommy is. giving her toys to Goodwill. For her, it was a
matter of life and death-and VINE kept her emotionally sound knowing that she wouid

HMawal! County is an Equal Opportunity Provider aad Employer




know the minute he was released. She left town on January {1, 2012. | can only
ifagine the big smile on her face when she hieard the automatecl voice at the other end
of her phone saying he “was released due to sentence served.” The date was January

12,2012, She was m another state..
llona Rolack ,

Victim Assistance Counselor N
Hawai'i County Prosecutor’s Office
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THE HONORABLE MARCUS R. OSHIRO, CHAIR
THE HONORABLE MARILYN B. LEE, VICE CHAIR
HOUSE GOMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Twenty-sixth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2012
State of Hawai'i

Hearing on Thursday, February 23, 2012
11 a.m., Conference Room 308

RE: H.B. 2226; RELATING TO AN AUTOMATED VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Committee on Finance:

I am @ VictimMWitness Counselor for the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney in
Hilo, Hawaii, and | am writing in support of House Bill 2226. | am a current
user and supporter of VINElink, the automated victim notification system. |
currently use VINElink anywhere between 2 - 10 times a week. It is a user
friendly system that allows me fo qurckly access offender status information.
Not only do | use it personaily, but [ refer most of my victims to this system as
well. As a victim counselor, one of the most frequently asked questions from
victims is “will | be informed. if the defendant is feleased”. [ can't tell you how
rewarding it is to tell them “yes!”, and then to share with them how easy it is
for them to access this system. Knowirig that there is a system in place fo
provide them with this information helps relieve a lot of anxiety for the victim.

It is important to remember why this system was created —1io create a safety
riet for victims. We have.come along way to stpport victim rights in this
nation, and VINElink is one of the highlights. It is important that we continue
to fund this program and to give victims the right to access informatien
regarding an offender’s status while incarcerated.

Thank you for your consideration,
Deborah Chai
Victim/Witness Counselor

Hawalf County is an Eqiral Opportunkly Provider and Employer
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THE HONORABLE MARCUS R. OSHIRO, CHAIR
THE HONORABLE MARILYN B. LEE, VICE CHAIR
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Twenty-su(th State Legislature
Regular Session of 2012
State of Hawai'i

Hearing on Thursday, February 23, 2012
11 a.m., Cenference Room 308

RE: H.B. 2226, RELATING TO AN AUTOMATED VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the House Commitiee on Finahce:

| have been with the Victim Assistance Unit in the Hawai'i County Office of the
Prosecuting Attorney for 28 years.. Our unit receives many desperate requests from
crime victims for information about the person who caused them harm. Nofification has
evolved from a haphazard, informal system to a legislatively mandated process that
required the Department of Public Safety to respond to requests from victims. During
that era, it was common for our office to get calls from DPS after an inmate was
released or after hours or on weekends when the office was closed. Despite.written
requests from the victim specifying direct notification, all too often no effort was made by
DPS to notify the victim directly. The burden for tlmely notice fell on the Prosecutor's.
Office, but having to rely on people as.d source of information proved time consuming
and inconsistent.

A few years ago, the State of Hawai'i finally implemented the Statewide Automated
Victim Information Notification (SAVIN) system, thanks to the Department of the
Attorney General's guidance, a grant from the Victims of Crime Act, and key peopie in
different departments who understood that this system is a valuable tool for victim and
public safety. From our perspective, there is n6 downside to gontinuing SAVIN in our
state and we sincerely hope that the Legislature will firid a way to support its continued
existence and availability to the people of Hawal'i.

Yours truly,
Phyilis Shinno _ 7
Victim Assistance Unit Program Coordinator

Hawal'i Counly Is e Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE DIVISION
COUNTY OF MAUT
WAILUKU, MAUIL, HAWAI!L 96793
PHONE (808) 270-7695 + FAX (808) 242-0922

February 22, 2012

THE HONORABLE MARCUS R, OSHIRO, CHAIR
THE HONORABLE MARILYN B. LEE, VICE CHAIR
' COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2012
Thursday, February 23, 2012, 11:00 am.
Conference Rm. 308, State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

RE: HB 2226, HD1
Relating to an Automated Victim Notification System
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Thank your for your time and consideration.
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REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep.Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

DATE: Thursday, Eebruary 23, 2012

TIME: 11:00 AM
PLACE: Conference Room 308
State Capitol
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I'm writing in support of the Automated Viciim Notification bill. | have been a Victim/Witness Counselor for
nearly fifteen years. My experience is that programs supported by this bill such as www . vinelink.com,

makes the biggest difference for many of our victims' lives, especiaily those who have been assaulteg,
seriously threatened, or have been slalked. Knowing that one would be notified by the Department of
Public Safety in the event that their offender is released, escapes, or transferred brings some peace and

empowerment to the viclims of our community.
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THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

COMMIT FINANCE
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep.Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

DATE: Thursday, F ebruary 23, 2012

TIME: 11:00 AM

PLACE: Conference Room 308
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

To Whom It May Concern,

Pase:4-4

JOHN B. KIM
Progeculing Atiomgy

ROBERT D. RIVERA
Fire\ Deputy Freeaeuting Atlorney

LENA LORENZO
Direrctor

Coungglors
PALILA HEISKELL
RUTH MORI
GERALD POBLETE
CINDY LEE

I am writing in support of the Antomated Victim Notificatiion Bill (HB 2226, HD1). 1have been
a Victim/Witness Counselor for eight years, In my experience, the www.vinelink.com program,
which is funded by this bill has had a tremendous impact on the lives of crime victims. In
particular, those citizens who have suffered abuse, physical assault, sexual assault, terroristic
threating, and stalking by criminal perpetrators are provided with invaluable iaformation
.regarding the custody status of these offenders, Notification by the Department of Public Safety
in the event of an offender’s release, escape, or transfer to a new jurisdiction brings some peace
of mind and empowerment to the victims of our community. Perhaps the reality that such
notification is often times critical to victim safety is the most important reason to continue the

funding of this important program.

Sincerely,
Cus

Cindy Lee

Victim/Witness Counselor
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DATE: February 23, 2012

TO: The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Commitiee on Finance

FROM: Adriana Ramelli, Executive Director
The Sex Abuse Treatment Center

RE: H.B. 2228, H.D. 1

Relating to an Automated Victim Notification System

Good morning Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and members of the Committee on
Finance. My name is Adriana Ramelii and | am the Executive Director of the Sex
Abuse Treatment Center (SATC), a program of the Kapi'olani Medical Center for
Women & Children (KMCW(C), an affiliate of Hawai'i Pacific Health.

The SATC strongly supports H.B. 2226, H.D.1 to ensure crime victims benefit from a
comprehensive, effective victim notification system through adequate state funding.
Without a reliable source of funding, Hawai‘i cannot live up to its important
commitment to victims and their loved ones to maintain and sustain a notification
system on which many of them rely.

Sexual assault and other violent crimes shatter lives and can lead to a profound sense
of vulnerability and lack of control. Through a victim notification system, victims have
the opportunity to reclaim some of the control they have lost by using the real-time
information they receive to protect and prepare themselves for new developments or
changes in the disposition of the offender, particularly when it involves their release
from custody. In addition, adequate notification provides victims the option of further
involvement in the criminal justice system, an important choice for many.

| urge you to support H.B. 2226, H.D.1. This important victim-centered bill will help
strengthen the rights of those {fraumatized by sexual assault and other serious crimes.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

55 Merchant Street, 22" Floor « Honolulu, HT 96813 » Telephone: (808) 535-7600 « Fax: (808) 535-7630
24-Hour Hotline: (808) 524-7273 « Website: www.satchawaii.com
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Friday, February 24, 2012

To: The Honorable Marcus R, Oshiro
Chair, House Committee on Finance

From: ‘Chana Health Plan
Re: House Bill 2189, House Draft 1-Relating to the Medicaid
Hearing: Friday, February 24, 2012, 3:30 p.m.

Hawai'l State Capifol, Room 308

‘Ohana Health Plan is managed by a local team of experienced health care
professionals who embrace cultural diversity, advocate preventative care and facilitate
communications between members and providers. Our philosophy is fo place members and
their families at the center of the hedlth care continuum.

'Ohana Health Plan is offered by WellCare Health Insurance of Arizona, Inc. WellCare
provides managed care services exclusively for government-sponsored health care
programs serving approximately 2.6 million Medicaid and Medicare members nationwide.
‘Chana has been able to take WellCare's national expetience and that of our local team o
develop an 'Ohana care model that addresses local members' health care, long-term care
and care coordination needs.

We appreciate this opportunity to respeciully submit these comments on House Bill 2189,
House Draft 1-Relating to Medicaid. The purpose of this bill is to require Medicaid home and
community-based waiver programs to allow family members hired and directed by the waiver
program individual to provide specific approved in-home care services to the individual,

We believe this bill is unnecessary as Medicaid home and community-based waiver
programs already allow family members to be hired and directed by the waiver program
individual fo provide specific approved in-home care services to the individual. This is what is
more commonly known as the "self-direct program®.

‘Ohana supports the utilization of Family members or significant others to perform certain
Medicaid funded care in the home. 'Chana currently offers the option for our membership to
self-direct certain types of services in the home. Once a member is assessed as needing services
such as Personal Assistance level 1 (Chore or Homemaker services), Personal Assistance level 2
(help with Activities of Daily Living or ADLs like bathing or grooming) or Nursing types of services
{G-tube feedings, trach care), the member is offered the choice of having an agency provide
the care or opling for the Self-Direction program. If the member selects Self-Direction, the

“members is electing to utilize a lay person of their choosing to perform the authorized services.
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‘Ohana assist the member with the hiring process and any requested background
checks or fraining. Once the caregiver is hired, ‘Ohana acts as the Fiscal Intermediary-
essentially we process payroll and mainiain the proper employment paperwork. The member is
technically the "employer” of the caregiver.

‘Ohana has offered this program since our initial go live three years ago. It is a very
popular program and we have increased the number of participants from a few hundred to
over 800 members today. Many of our memioers hire family members or significant others to be
their paid caregiver. 'Ohana does not, nor have we ever, restricted family members or
significant others from being paid care givers. ‘Ohana will only intervene in the member's choice
of caregiver if there is a safely or qudlity of care issue.

Thank you for this opportunity to submit these comments.



