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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (aHA) SUPPORTS GM828, which would confirm 
the Gubernatorial Nominee, Hardy Spoehr to the Board of Directors of the Hawaii 
Health Connector representing the Native Hawaiian Organization/Consumer interests. 

Our support comes from over 25 years of working alongSide Hardy representing 
Native Hawaiians' interests. He has a long history of serving Native Hawaiians in land, 
water, and health, and he has demonstrated a keen understanding of the management 
required to preserve island communities and traditional systems. 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs has been serving at the Board of Papa ala Lokahi 
(the Native Hawaiian Health Board) along with Native Hawaiian community health 
organizations, the Department of Health, the University of Hawaii, Alu Like Inc. and E 
ala Mau since 1988. Together, we serve to improve and raise the health status of 
Native Hawaiian communities through a system of healthcare, as contemplated by the 
Native Hawaiian Health Care Improvement Act. (42 U.s.c. 11701 et seq.) 

In April 1993, Hardy Spoehr joined Papa ala Lokahi, and he continues to serve as 
its second Executive Director. For a little over ten years, Hardy helped at the Board of 
AlohaCare and brought a new and rich diversity to the Board as a non-Community 
Health Center interest for Native Hawaiian health. Hardy tries to help out whenever he 
is asked and wherever he can. He is a consummate leader, teacher and willing 
teammate. 

We believe Hardy will be a great asset to the Hawaii Health Connector and will 
bring a valuable perspective on Hawaii's healthy future. Therefore, aHA urges the 
Senate committee to CONFIRM the nomination of Hardy Spoehr to the Board of 
Directors of the Hawaii Health Connector and PASS GM 828. Mahalo for the 
opportunity to testify on this important measure. 
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keolamamo 
April 3, 2012 

Senator Rosalyl1 H, Baker, Chair 
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair 
Senate COlnlnittee COtUlnCl'Ce and COllSutner Protection 

RE: GM828 
Nomination for Board of Dil'cctOl"S of Hawai'i Health Connector 

I,l' \:)la ~'lal11o SUPPORTS GM 828, which would confirm doe (;ubernatorial Nominee, Hanl\' 

Spoehl' 1'0 rhe. Board of Di1:ccrol.':; of the Hmvai'i Health Connector 1:clJrcsellring NMh,'C.: l-lH\\.';Iiian 

(hg:lniz~ll'i()n/C()nsumer interest"s. Kc Ohl i\lal11o is a 5(H (c):~ nonprofit" organi:.r.ation incorporated 

on ()'ahll in 1 ~)92 with 1I mission t·o empower, cdUC,HC Hnd promol"c rhc hcnlrh :Ind well-heing of I'he 

!\iari,'c j"I(lWHiian comn1lll1ity 1'l1l:()ugh ~l system of cuhutally appr()priHI"C services on (Yahtl. 

1 J,mh Spo"hr, the execul'i,'e dil:enor of Papa Ola Lokahi, the Nali,'" Hawaiian Health Bo;ml, has 

pto\'ide-tl superb IcmkJ'ship to impJ:()Ye ["]1t~ hClIldl Hnd well-being- of Native /"hwHiialls for over 20 

years by piU:1"il.ering whh nU111.Cl.'OUs institurions ro impron: ilCCCSS m medical lind ptcVCJ11"ili"i\,c Cil1:C, 

expanding rhe tanks of Nativc I-iilw,liian health profession'll.s, working l"irclcssly with our 

(:()ngressi{H1al1:cptc~wn("Htives 1"0 cC)J1dnuc support" [OJ: r-he Native Hawniian Heall'h Care 

Improvement" i\CI" ~lnd funding if, -,ll1d fully sllpponing th<..~ US(~ ofN-,ltivc Hawaiian traditi.on-,ll h(~alitlg 

pJ:act·ices. 

1<.<..' ( )In ;\iml1o has been s<,,'.rving al" rile Bwu:d of Papa Ol:l 1,okahi, along wirh ol"ilcr Nmi\'(' Hmvaiian 

Heald, C:"l'e Sy"tCIll", Dcpatrl11cllI of Healdl, L'ni\'et:"il-r of Hawai'i, ,\lul .ike Inc. ;lIld 1:,01" '·lml 

sinc(.~ 19HH. 'fogel'her1 we serve \"0 impro\'e Hnd nlisc thl' hL'ah'h :-;.m!"us ofNnrive Hawaiian 

comllltmi['ies through il system. of healthc<l1'e as considered in ["he Nnt"ivl'. Hmvaiinn l-Ieahh Cnre 

itnpr(]VClllCllt: Act, (42 l' ,S,c. "I nOl 0.1" "e<I') 

H~ltdy Spochr iH a grcilt asset" 1"0 I"hc l"/awt\i'i 1·lealt·I, COI1I1~C("Ol: and brings I'he voice of Nativ<..' 

l-lnwaii'1n's petspecrin.' to HHwaj'j':-; healthy fLHlll"t:. 'J'he1.'efoJ.'c, 1<.(.' ()hl !\lamo Ul:gcs l"h(~ Senate 

(:()l11minec: 1"0 CON I ;rR;\.-]" I·h<..~ n0111jnarion of Hardy Spoehr ro rhe Board of Directors {)f the 

HH\v~li'i J"'lcahh COnllcCl"Or, (;i\1 H2R )\Jahtllo fOI: the opporl'uni1"~' to testify OJ) this impolTanr 

measure. 

Native Hawaiian 
Health Care System, O'ahu 

1505 Dillingham Blvd. Rm. 205 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96817 

Ph: (808) 848-8000 Fax (808) 848-8001 



Testimony for CPN 4/4/2012 9:30:00 AM GM828 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: Support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Wailua Brandman APRN-Rx BC FAANP 
Organization: Individual 
E-mail: wailua@aya.yale.edu 
Submitted on: 3/21/2012 

Comments: 



.;-

21 March 2012 

1833 VANCOUVER PLACE 
HONOLULU, HI 96822 

The Honorable Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
The Honorable Brian Taniguchi, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection (CPN) 
Hawai'i State Legislature 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Aloha Senator Baker, Senator Taniguchi, and Members of the Senate Committee 
on Commerce and Consumer Protection. 

I have been asked and am honored to be considered to serve on the Board of 
Directors of the Hawai'i Health Connector. For almost the past 20 years I have 
been involved with health care and have served and continue to serve as the 
executive director of Papa Ola Lokahi, the Native Hawaiian Health Board. 

This board was established by the Native Hawaiian community and identified in 
federal legislation in 1988 to oversee the implementation offederal health policy 
as it relates to improving the health and wellbeing of the Indigenous Peoples of 
Hawai'i, its Native Hawaiian population. In this regards, the efforts our program 
have made have not only improved the health and wellbeing of Native Hawaiians 
but, indeed, have impacted positively on all those who call Hawai'i home. 

My understanding of the role and responsibilities of the board are to provide 
guidance in the deliberation and development of Hawai'i's future public health 
care plan for its residents in accordance with the requirements of the Patient 
Protection and Affordability Act. 

I would hope that my past experiences will be somewhat helpful in this process. 
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