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Testimony of 

NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
Governor, State of Hawaii 

 
To the Senate Education Committee 

Senator Jill Tokuda, Chair 
Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 

Governor’s Messages 811, 812, 815, and 816 
 

 
Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kidani, and members of the Committee: 
 
I am pleased to support the confirmation of Jeffrey Acido, Carl Carlson, Barry 
Mizuno, and Tom Shigemoto to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii for 
the following terms: 
 Term Ending  Assignment 
Jeffrey Acido 6/30/2014 Student 
Carl Carlson 6/30/2016 Hawaii County 
Barry Mizuno 6/30/2013 Hawaii County 
Tom Shigemoto 6/30/2017 Kauai County 
 
In addition, I appointed John Dean (City and County of Honolulu) and Benjamin Kudo 
(At-Large) from among candidates presented by the Regents Candidate Advisory 
Council.  On March 28, 2012, the Senate Education Committee voted to advise and 
consent on Dean and Kudo.  
 
I believe that the University of Hawaii system is the single most underutilized public 
resource in Hawaii.  UH contributes to and plays a leadership role in every element of 
improving Hawaii.  The UH Regents provide vital leadership to ensure that college is 
accessible and affordable for students on all islands, support the entrepreneurial 
professor, facilitate innovation and technology transfer, support renovation, support 
premier education and research projects, and improve student success. 
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In making appointments for the UH Regents, I considered the individual qualities—
personal and professional—of the candidates, as well as how the appointees would 
balance the board in terms of their experience, skill sets or perspectives.  The Board of 
Regents’ balance among the members is important to fulfill the Board’s charge to 
govern and steward public higher education.  These appointees bring their experience 
and expertise to the Board of Regents by providing diverse perspectives and 
experience necessary to guide the UH to benefit the State and UH students. 
 
Jeffrey Acido (GM 811) has been appointed to represent students on the Board of 
Regents.  Acido is an example of the UH providing opportunities for Hawaii’s residents.  
Acido is a graduate student in Asian Studies who will receive his MA this spring; Acido 
has applied to a PhD program at UH.   Acido emigrated from Ilocos Norte, Philippines to 
Kalihi at the age of 6. After graduating from Farrington High School, Acido attended 
Honolulu Community College, completed a study abroad program offered by Kapiolani 
Community College, and earned his BA at University of Hawaii at Manoa.  As a 
graduate student, Acido is an instructor and assistant researcher, and he promotes 
college to Hawaii’s students underrepresented in higher education.  
 
Carl Carlson (GM812) is being reappointed to represent Hawaii County on the Board of 
Regents.  Currently, Carlson serves as Vice Chair of the Board of Regents.  Carlson is 
founder of Hu‘ehu‘e Ventures, LLC, a firm providing real estate consulting and 
agricultural property management.  Carlson’s experience includes property 
management, business, corporate board service, and non-profit boards. 
  
Barry Mizuno (GM815) is seeking confirmation as a Regent representing Hawaii 
County.  He was appointed earlier to an interim Regent position.  Mizuno, a CPA, leads 
BTM LLC, a private energy consulting firm and led Puna Geothermal Venture for 19 
years.  Mizuno’s experience includes Finance Director and Managing Director of Hawaii 
County Government, Hospice of Hilo capital campaign, and Hawaii Island Beacon 
Community. 
 
Tom Shigemoto (GM816) has been appointed to represent Kauai County on the Board 
of Regents.  A graduate of University of Hawaii at Manoa, Shigemoto is a lifelong 
resident of Kauai.  He is a long time Vice President of Planning at Alexander and 
Baldwin Properties, Inc. where he is involved with development on Kauai.  His 
community involvement includes Kauai High School Foundation and Kauai Red Cross.  
Shigemoto is a 1971 graduate of University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
 
I strongly support the confirmation of all appointees.  I look forward to working with them 
to advance public higher education and the interests of the State of Hawaii.  
 



Glenn Ida 
45-284 Pahikaua St. 
Kaneohe, Hi. 96744 
 

Sen. Jill Tokuda, Chair 
Sen. Michelle Kidani, Vice-Chair 
Committee on Education 
 
Friday, Mar. 30, 2012, at 1:15 PM. 
Conference Room 225 
 
Re: Support GM 815 
 
Aloha Chair Tokuda and Vice-Chair Kidani and Committee Members. 
 
My name is Glenn Ida. I support the intent of GM 815, submitting for consideration 
and confirmation to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawai`I, Gubernatorial 
Nominee, Barry Mizuno, for a term to expire 6-30-16.  
 
Mr. Mizuno has an impressive professional profile. He has experience in large 
budget money management in both the Public and Private sectors.  
 
I believe that Mr. Mizuno will be an asset to the UH Board of Regents and do his best 
to represent the County of Hawai`i. 
 
I support GM 815 and ask for favorable consideration of Nominee Barry Mizuno. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Glenn Ida 
808-295-1280 
 
 
 

e.conner
Text Box
LATE TESTIMONY



1

Erin Conner

From: Kay Sakai [sakaik007@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2012 1:18 PM
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Fw: Appointment of Mr. Barry Mizuno

  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Kay Sakai  
To: edutesumony@capitol.hawaii.gov  
Cc: Barry Mizuno  
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2012 8:28 AM 
Subject: Appointment of Mr. Barry Mizuno 
 
  

Senator Jill Okuda, Commitee Chair 
Senator Michelle Kindani, Vice Chair  
Senate Education Committee  
Committee Members: 
  
Suzanne Chun-Oakland, 
Clarence Nishihara, 
Brian Taniguchi, 
Sam Slom 
Confirmation of Barry Mizuno Code #GM#815 
  
  
Dear Senators, 
  
I am writing as a professional associate of Mr. Barry Mizuno who is being considered for the University of Hawaii, Board 
of Regeants.  I have personally known Mr. Mizuno for over 25 years and srongly support his nomination for this position.  
He has always presented  himself to be a person of high integrity and model character. His personal experience as a 
former Managing Director of the County of Hawaii ( Hawaii Island), Chief Operating Officer for the Hawaii Island Puna 
Geothermal Company and as recent University of Hawaii Board of Regents among many involvements with non-profit 
organizations, reflects his positive abilities and capabilities, required of a person for this position. The  University of 
Hawaii and State of Hawaii Systems would surely benefit from Mr. Mizuno's appointment. 
I highly recommend Mr. Barry Mizuno to this position. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Dan I. Sakai 
Hawaii District, Superintendent of Schools, Ret. 
Principal, Waiakea High School, Ret. 
Principal, Hilo Intermediate School, Ret. 
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