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TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Keal'i S. Lopez, and | am the Director of Commerce and Consumer
Affairs (“DCCA” or the “Department”). The Department appreciates the opportunity to
provide testimony in support of Governor's Message No. 776 regarding the appointment
of Dr. Garrett Ota to the Board of Dental Examiners (“Board”) as a Hawaii County
dentist member. The Department respectfully requests the Committee to recommend

that the Senate advise and consent this appointment to the Board.



Testimony on G.M. No. 776
April 3, 2012
Page 2

Dr. Ota is a licensed dentist in good standing and has been engaged in private
general dentistry since 1995. He has been active in the Hawaii County Dental Society
for many years and served as its president from 2009-2011. As a licensee working in
Hawaii County, Dr. Ota is active in ensuring that underserved communities receive
appropriate dental care and actively participates in dental clinics.

Dr. Ota views his service on the dental board as a way to meaningful contribute
to the profession and to Hawaii's dental patients. He is particularly interested in
exploring emerging issues related to scope of practice for dental professionals that are
not licensed dentists.

In light of his background, | am confident that if given the opportunity, Dr. Cta will
prove to be an asset to the State and to this Board. | respectfully request the

Committee recommend that the Senate advise and consent to this appointment.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair

Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 9:30 AM
Conference Room 229

Honorable Chair Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair Brian T. Taniguchi and
Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection:

On behalf of the 970 members of the Hawalii Dental Association, I urge you to confirm the
appointment of Garrett 0. Ota, DDS to the Hawaii State Board of Dental Examiners.

A resident of Hilo, Hawaii, Dr. Ota graduated from Waiakea High school with honors in
1988 and received his D.D.S. degree from the University of Southern California School of
Dentistry in 1994. I wish to point out that Dr. Ota received his dental degree within six
years of finishing high school, a process that usually takes a minimum of eight years. This
indicates that his academic record as an undergraduate in college was exemplary, enabling
him to enter dental school after only two years as an undergraduate. Remarkably, Dr. Ota
also graduated as valedictorian of his dental school class and is a member of OKU, a
prestigious dental honor society.

Dr. Ota has been a member in good standing of the Hawaii Dental Association for over 13
years and has held the positions of president and secretary of the Hawaii County Dental
Society. He has also served as a delegate from the Big Island of Hawaii to the HDA House of
Delegates, the governing body of our organization.



Please confirm the appointment of Dr. Garrett 0. Ota to the Hawaii State Board of Dental
Examiners. He is highly qualified to serve as an advocate for consumers of dentistry in our
state. He has the total support of the Hawaii Dental Association.

Sincerely,
Neil C. Nunokawa, D.D.S.

President
Hawaii Dental Association



January 16, 2012

RE: Letter of Interest, State of Hawaii Board of Dental Examiners

Dear Sir or Madam:

My name is Garrett Q. Ota, D.D.S. and | would please like to submit my name to serve on the State of
Hawaii Board of Dental Examiners. | am a practicing dentist in Hilo for the past 16 years. | have also
served as President for the Hawaii County Dental Society for the past three years (January 2009 to
December 2011). 1 had the responsibility of overseeing our County Peer Review Committee during this
time and found the process very interesting.

| have been exposed to strong ethical values in dentistry my entire life, as my father was also a
practicing dentist in Hawaii and an active member of our local dental society. | feel that it is important to
maintain the integrity of our profession and would try my best to accomplish this if allowed to serve on
the Board of Dental Examiners. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Garrett O. Ota, D.D.S.
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