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The Collection Law Section of the Hawaii State Bar
Association OPPOSES SB 1073.!

Introduction.

In order to boost revenue to fund civil legal services for the low- and
moderate-income residents, SB 1073 sets an increased additional and
expanded surcharge of $35.00 at District Court and an increased
additional surcharge of $65.00 at Circuit Court for civil case filings and
$65.00 for filing appeals.

The proposed legislation would result in the following:

- A 350% increase in surcharge to be added to the initial filing fee
when a civil action is initiated in District Court.

- A 260% increase in surcharge to be added to the initial filing fee
when a civil action is initiated in Circuit Court.

- A 260% increase in surcharge to be added to the initial filing fee
at the time of the initial filing by a person in a civil action in
courts of appeal.

- A new charge on 20,000 cases annually.

' The comments and postions of the Collection Law Section of the Hawaii State Bar Association (HSBA) and not necessarily those
of the HSBA proper.
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The legislation would ultimately result in the increase in filing fees for
civil action cases in Circuit Court, District Court, and courts of appeal.
As an example, in Circuit Court, the filing fees to initiate a civil action
complaint, as well as to file cross-claims, counter-claims, third party
complaints, petitions, interventions, and applications for special
proceedings would be increased to $315. The fee to initiate a civil action
complaint in District Court would increase to $155.

Our Position.

The surcharge fees being proposed would not only be a significant
increase but would be extended to thousands of new cases. In the District
Court, for example, the surcharge on summary possession cases would go
up 350% and would now cover a new class of cases that number over
20,000 annually.* Currently, in the District Court, only summary
possession cases (over 2,500 annually®) pay the fee.

In the Circuit Court and the courts of appeal, the surcharge would
increase by 260%. Furthermore, the surcharge is not a one time fee, but a
fee that can be charged multiple times in the same case. This is because
the surcharge applies to the filing of cross-claims, counter-claims and
third party complaints. Should any of those events occur in a case, and
they often do, the surcharge is again collected. In Circuit Court, it is
common for cases to contain multiple parties and multiple claims of this
nature. If only the complaint and four other claims were filed, the fees
for legal services groups would equal $325 and exceed the filing fee of
$250 collected by the Judiciary.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent
some, especially those who already can least afford to seek access to our
Justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate — it is
wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the
parties by any means.

* 2010 Annual Report Statistical Supplement, The Judiciary, State of Hawai'i
* 2010 Annual Report Statistical Supplement, The Judiciary, State of Hawai'i
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This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and
Justice with no rational relationship to the institutions it benefits?, it is
unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population,
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small
segment will end up paying a large share of the operational budgets for
these non-profit legal services groups.

To compound matters, as most citizens do not know presently whether
they will need to file a lawsnit, opposition is less likely to form.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is
force its residents, especially financially struggling residents, to pay an
increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system. The
same goes for Hawai'i’s small businesses.

Furthermore, the proposed legislation does not indicate how much money
will be generated by this surcharge or the demographics of those who
will be required to pay it. Nor do the Bills adequately destribe who will
receive the funds, how the funds will be used or why.

* Of the over 15,000 cases in which legal services were provided by such institutions that responded to the survey, the overall
distribution falls heavily in the family law area, followed by cases in public entitlements, domestic violence and housing/land. A
Report of the Access to Justice Hui, 2007.
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While levying additional fees is a simple way to increase funding to a
state’s designated charity, it is important for the State Legislature to ask
critical questions about the size of the increase and the types of specific
cases that the legal services groups spend the funds received on.
Providing an unchecked pipeline of money from now until forever, as
this bill does, is not oversight. If the state was using its own money from
the general fund to finance these outside groups, it would not hand over
the money using this type of funding mechanism.

While we believe that indigent legal services should be supported, an
increase, much less a substantial increase such as what is being proposed
in these bills, imposed on a small segment of our residents is not the way
to do it. If the state feels these groups should receive government
assistance, the state is free, as it has done in the past, to fund these
organizations from the state's general funds through grants. There is no
difference between the groups seeking funding from this bill and other
groups seeking funding for other well intended charitable purposes.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

| /s/ Bill Plum
Bill Plum

Vice Chair of the
Collection Law Section

cc: Steve Guttman
Lyn Flanigan

\sb1073a.cls
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THE SENATE
THE TWENTY-SIIXTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2011

Committee on Judiciary and Labor
Testimony in Support of S.B. 1073
Relating to Surcharge For Indigent Legal Services

Monday February 7, 2011, 10:00 A.M.
Conference Room 016

Chair Hee and Members of the Commitiee:

I am Louis Erteschik, Staff Attorney at the Hawaii Disability Rights Center, and am
testifying in support of this bill. :

The purpose of the bill is to increase the filing fee in certain court cases so that more
funds will be deposited into the indigent legal assistance fund to support various legal
services programs.

We support this bill because it will provide increased funds to organizations that serve a
vital interest in our state. We are a member of the Access to Justice Hui and are well
aware of the civil legal needs and barriers to indigent people in Hawaii, including those
with developmental disabilities. As a member, we are supportive of the recommendations
that came from a report prepared to increase access to justice in Hawaii. An increase in
the surcharge on filing fees is a reasonable means to provide critical finding to already
under funded legal services programs. For those reasons we support this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this bill.
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TESTIMONY FROM: Robert J. LeClair, Executive Director, Hawaii Justice Foundation
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TO: Committee on Judiciary and Labor, Senate
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MEASURE NUMBER: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF
SB 1073, RELATING TO SURCHARGE FOR
INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES, Amending HRS Section 607-5.7

SUBMITTED BY WEB: hitp://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/emailtestimony/

The Hawaii Justice Foundation (HJF) requests the Committee on Finance to approve SB
1073, including provision of $35 as the surcharge fee on District Court cases and $65 as the
surcharge fee on Circuit and higher Court cases. HJF supports SB 1073, which amends HRS
Section 607-5.7 to provide amended surcharge fees on various court filings in our Hawaii State
Court system under the “Indigent Legal Assistance Fund” (“ILAF™) set forth in HRS Section
607-5.7.

HJF distributes funds from a variety of sources to help increase access to justice for Hawaii’s
people. HIF does not provide direct client services, but HJF’s funding activities provide HIF
with a perspective on the seriousness of the unmet civil legal needs in the Islands. For several
years, HJF has worked in cooperation with the Hawaii State Judiciary to manage the [LAF
Program. ILAF has been operating smoothly, with excellent cooperation from the low-income
legal service providers, the Hawaii State Judiciary, and the Hawaii Justice Foundation. The
Hawaii Justice Foundation is confident that the proposed amendments to the ILAF statute
can be integrated without any difficulty into the ongoing successful ILAF Program.

HJF’s income from the IOLTA funds has plummeted with the decrease in interest rates,
and the proposed ILAF amendment is needed to offset some of this decrease. HJF receives
funds from the Interest on Attorney Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program under Rule 11 of the
Rules of the Hawaii Supreme Court. Recent economic events have resulted in a serious decline
of interest rates, and HJF’s interest under the IOLTA program is 1/8" of what it was as recently
as September, 2008. This means that HYF’s ability to fund legal service providers under the
IOLTA Program is virtually non-existent under current interest rates. It is essential that the
proposed ILAF amendment be approved to fill this serious revenue decline. Even with the
requested ILAF proposed amendment amounts, the additional funds will not be sufficient to
replace IOLTA income under more “typical” federal finds target rates of 2.5% and higher.



The current recipients of funds under HRS Section 607-5.7 unanimously support the
provisions of SB 1073. Ali of the current ILAF recipients face serious economic challenges to
their continued ability to meet legal needs of our low-income population. We are all painfully
aware of the current national and local economic conditions. Legal needs of people are higher
then ever, due to these economic conditions. Low-income legal service providers face potential
cuts in governmental funding sources and reduced contributions from private donations. This
makes it critical that SB 1073 be approved to provide additional funding from surcharges on
various court filings.

The ILAF Program has procedural safegnards to ensure accuracy and accountability. All
organizations receiving funds under TLAF are strictly monitored by the Hawaii Justice
Foundation. Quarterly reports and a yearly summary report are required of each organization,
and these are reviewed by the Hawaii Justice Foundation. The application process is quite
extensive, with thorough documentation. The application includes an attestation clause, where
the Executive Director of each organization attests to the truthfulness of the application, State
Unemployment reporting forms are used for verification of employees, and individual signed
statements are received from each person providing legal services that attest to the veracity of the
percentage of time that the person spends in providing qualified direct legal services. The
Hawaii Justice Foundation works with the Hawaii State Judiciary to determine the allocation
formulas, and the potential grantees have an opportunity to contest any determinations made
under the JLAF program. For many years, the program has operated smoothly and without
complaints regarding accuracy or accountability from the Judiciary, the Hawaii Justice
Foundation, or the grantees. The ILAF Program is an example of how mutual cooperation and
competency can produce an effective process that works for the betterment of Hawaii's people.

Court filing fees, even with the proposed surcharge increase, constitute only a small percentage
of the total cost of litigation. Existing exemptions for small claims cases, TROs, protective
orders, in forma pauperis cases, and County and State governmental filings will remain in effect
under SB 1073. All court litigation is already heavily “government subsidized,” since filing fees
do not begin to cover the costs of the State of Hawaii personnel involved in our Courts. $B 1073
will substantially increase funds available through ILAF for distribution to qualifying low-
income legal service providers. The net effect to Hawaii’s people from SB 1073 will be
extremely beneficial.

In previous years, some Hawaii attorneys from the Collection Section of the Hawaii State
Bar Association and their debt collection clients have raised objections to any surcharges
on filing fees for their collection cases. However, the reality is that SB 1073 will not result
in people being unable to file cases in our judicial system. The Hawaii State Bar
Association Board of Directors on December 20, 2007 endorsed the 10 Steps by 2010
included in the Community Wide Action Plan. Part of Step 2 of those 10 Steps included
secking additional funding for the ILAF program. It is quite common that one segment of the
Hawaii State Bar Association will favor one viewpoint while other segments have opposing
views. It is of course understandable that the collection attorneys are pressing for the financial
interests of their clients, but it is essential for the Hawaii State Legislature to take the view of
what is in the best interests of Hawaii’s people. Ifthe interests of the clients of the collection
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attorneys are weighed against the needs of those who will be helped by SB 1073, it is clear that
the surcharge is an essential part of the coilective efforts to provide justice to all. For more than
a decade, other groups using the court system have paid a surcharge on court filing fees to help
meet civil legal service needs. The debt collection agencies are heavy users of court resources,
and it is fair that the ILAF program be expanded to require that these debt collection agencies
participate in contributing to ILAF.

SB 1073 provides a significant boost to the funds available for meeting civil legal services needs.
The Community Wide Action Plan, with its 10 Steps by 2010, studied the unmet civil legal needs
in the Islands. Step 2 of the 10 Steps by 2010 requests increased funding for low-income legal
service providers, and SB 1073 will provide needed additional funds.

An additional benefit from increasing funding to the low-income legal service providers
relates to increased efficiency in the courts by helping with providing legal advice and other
needed services to the numerous pro se (“by self”) litigants in Hawaii’s various courts.
District Courts and Family Courts have seen a virtual explosion of cases where people are
unrepresented by counsel. The Hawaii State Judiciary has made valiant efforts to assist these
litigants through information kiosks and other programs. However, people representing
themselves face two fundamental difficulties. First, they are unfamiliar with court procedures
and forms. Second, litigants of any economic level are emotionally involved in their case, and
this makes it very difficult to resolve the case without outside assistance. SB 1073 will provide
additional funds to our legal service providers, who in turn will be able to give greater
information, advice, and sometimes direct representation to litigants. This will assist our
Courts in processing cases in a more efficient and effective manner.

Your favorable approval of SB 1073 is essential. Passage of this bill will be a major step toward
efforts to achieve access to justice for all.
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TESTIMONY OF MARK T. SHKLOV

BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR
February 7, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.

SENATE BILL 1073
SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Chairperson Clayton Hee and Members of the Committee:

My name is Mark T. Shklov and I oppose Senate Bill 1073 {Surcharge for Indigent Legal
Services). ‘

I am an attorney and I have been licensed to practice law in the State of Hawaii since
1976. 1 worked for Legal Aid as a volunteer law student while in law school. I have supported
the ACLU in time and money. I have contributed money to Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii
{(*VLSH”) through the Hawaii State Bar Association. I have represented indigent persons and I
have provided legal services through VLSH. I have provided many hours of pro bono
professional legal services. In June 2008, I was awarded the Mayor’s Award of Achievement
and was recognized by VLSH for providing pro bono legal assistance to the community.

Organizations such as Legal Aid, the ACLU, and VLSH deserve support but this Bill is
not the proper vehicle because it places added burdens on business and ordinary citizens, it taxes
access to the Courts and it is vague and ambiguous in its application and consequences. There is
no rational or reasonable relationship between the class of persons who are taxed by this Bill and
the provision of indigent legal services. There is no reasonable Justification for this increased -
additional and expanded surcharge.

I represent many individuals and small businesses in Hawaii who file lawsuits. It is
unfair and unreasonable to burden these persons and businesses, who support the economy and
employ citizens of our State, with another tax and penalty on what should be their right of access
to the Courts of the State of Hawaii.

This Bill, which sets an increased additional and expanded surcharge of $35.00 at District
Court and an increased additional surcharge of $65.00 at Circuit Court for civil case filings and
$65.00 for filing appeals, was obviously drafted to benefit certain legal service providers who
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have the largest budgets and spend the most money, and amounts to taxation of the public to
support certain special interest groups who fit the definition under Haw. Rev, Stat. § 607-5.7 .

This Bill does not indicate how much money will be generated by this surcharge or the
demographics of those who will be required to pay it. Nor does this Bill adequately describe
who will receive the funds, how the funds will be used or why, Nor is there any Justification for
rewarding, as this Bill does, those legal service providers with the largest budgets. Nor does this
Bill necessatily provide funds to organizations that assist indigent parties with the legal needs
identified in the Justice Hui Report entitled “Achieving Access to Justice for Hawaii’s People™.
+ This Bill does not describe how this surcharge will help low- and moderate-income residents
meet their legal needs. This Bill does not provide for any accountability by those who receive
the funds or for how it is used. This Bill rewards spending, not results.

Legal services for the poor are needed. Indigent legal services should be supported.
- However, an increased additional and expanded surcharge on the right to Court access is not the
way to do it. This Bill assures that the wealthiest will preserve their rights and hurts the middle
class. This Bill does not guarantee proper legal services for the indigent. It proposes a tax on
certain citizens for the support of certain private companies. This issue should be resolved
through participation of Hawaii lawyers, the Hawaii State Bar Association and the Hawaii
Supreme Court. The Bar Association and the Supreme Court have already begun this process,
The Legislature and the indigent legal service providers should work with the Supreme Court
and the Bar to find a fair and just solution,

Thank you for this opportunity to express my view.

Very truly yours,

a2 fu—

Mark T. Shklov
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RE: SB 1073/Indigent Surcharge
OPPOSITION TO BILL
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

HEARING FEBRUARY 7, 2011 @ 10:00am
CONFERENCE ROOM 016

Dear Senator Hee and Judiciary Committee Members:
Please note my objection against this bill, SB 1073, for these reasons:

1. Plaintiffs, as much as people want to vilify them, are an important entity in the
economy of the State. While they are viewed as that “villain” taking the little guy
to Court or to the cleaners unjustly, they are also: a Mom & Pop grocery store; a
small business owner selling shave ice; a Chinatown restaurant; a Waianae drive-
inn; a Waipahu bike shop; a Kakaako mechanic; and many others trying to make
an honest living. They are the life blood of this island, yet they are cast as the
“enemy” because they want to be paid for the goods or services they provided
someone who failed to be honorable and pay for what they received. Are we to
wait until they become “debtors” before we embrace them for the goods or
services they used to provide.

~ 2. Inthe Jast 10-15 years I have not seen any indigent legal service providers
assisting people in civil assumpsit cases (money matters) in District Court. Legal
Aid Society tried to establish an illegal presence in the courts by setting up shop in
the courtroom to assist eviction matters but were finally removed. Even when
they intervened in an eviction matter they would not enter an official appearance
as counsel of record for the debtor and merely acted as an unrecorded adviser.
They would not handle the case if it went to trial and therefore were more of a
hinderance rather than help to the court system,

3. Now the major question to be asked is, if LAS, who would be the major recepient
of the surcharge, does not do any significant work in the court system other than in
the field of Family Court/Domestic Abuse, why are the people utilizing the civil
court system for monetary issues (assumpsit cases) being forced to support Family
Court/Domestic Abuse cases? Why isn’t the surcharge being paid by the group
involved with the aligned services (Family Court/Domestic Abuse)? Why are they
going after the business population in the assumpsit cases who have nothing to do
with Family Court/Domestic Abuse?



4. The cases filed in the District Court civil section in 2010 exceeded 13,000. These
cases are in not in the field of Family Court/Domestic Abuse, yet funding is being
sought from them. They are the cash cow indigent service providers seek to milk,
If you look at the chart/graph provided by the legal service providers, fifty per cent
(50%) of their monetary distribution goes toward Family/Domestic Violence
Matters, and only six per cent (6%) goes for Financial/Consumer protection
matters. Yet they seek to get funding from a segment of the legal population that
they rarely provide services for. This is a crime. This is stealing from those who
work hard to provide goods or services to the people of Hawaii. This is
discrimination, but most of all, this is wrong.

Allan Y. Okubo, Esq.
P.O. Box 10225
Honolulu, HI 96816
Ph. (808) 735-6582
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February 4, 2011

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee
State Capital

Honolulu, Hawaii

Re:  Opposition to SB 1073/Indigent Surcharge
Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing February 7 . 2011 @ 10:00 AM.

Dear Senate Hee and Judiciary Committee Members:

I submit this testimony on behalf of my landlord and business clients in
opposition to SB 1073.

[ am an attorney and I have been licensed to practice law in the State of Hawaii
since 1978. T have supported Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii [*“VLSH"] in time
and money. I have contributed money to VLSH through the Hawaii State Bar
Association. I have represented indigent persons and I have provided legal
service through VLSH. Over the years, I have provided many hours of pro bono
professional legal services to the community.

Most of my clients are small and medium local businesses who are currently
struggling to survive in this recession and to keep their workers employed.
Raising the court filing fees will have a severe economic effect on their
businesses and their employees.

I join in and incorporate by reference the testimonies of many of my attorney
colleagues and of the Hawail State Bar Association Collection Law Section
opposing this bill and trust that this Committee will take no action on it this
year. _

JS110058-CX.00C



Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senate Judiciary Comumittee
February 4, 2011

Page 2

Thank you for allowing me to testify on this important bill.

Very truly yours, | .

Of BENDET FIDELL
YJS:ss
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Senator Clayton Hee, Chair : BT

Sepator Maile Shimabukuro, Vice-Chair
Committee on Judiciary & Labor

RE: =SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date:  Monday, February 7, 2011
Hearing Time:  10:00 a.m.
Place: Conference Room 16
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The surcharge fees being proposed would not only be a significant increase but would be extended to
thousands of new casss. In the District Court, for example, the surcharge on summary possession cases
would go up 350% and would now cover a new class of cases that number over 20,000 annually. Currently,
in the District Court, only summary possession cases (over 2,500 annually) pay the fee.

In the Circuit Court and the courts of appeal, the surcharge would increase by 260%. Furthermore, the
surcharge is not a ong time fee tbut a fee thatcan be charged multiple times in the same case. This is
because the surcharge applies g the filing of Grass-claims, counter-claims and third party complaints.
Should any of those gvents occur-in a case, and they often do, the surcharge is again collested. In Circuit
Court, it is common for-cases to gontain multiple parties and multiple claims of this nature. If only the
complaint and four otfier claims were filed, the fees for legal services groups would equal $325 and exceed
the filing fee of $250 collected by:the Judiciary.

Anytime filing fess are increased, it creates bartiers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate - it
is wrong. Making the caurt system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge nof only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship to
the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population. Should
the Legislature approve the proposed legisiation, this small segment of our residents will end up paying a
large share of the operational budgets far these non-profit lagal services groups.

{ humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this ime.

Lynn A.3. Areki-Regan
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To: Scnator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile Shimabukuro, Vic Chair

RE:  SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: Monday, Febtnaty 7, 2011
Hearing Time: 10:00 am
Place: Conference Room 16
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Deur Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 ad $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barricrs that may prevent some, especially those who al ready
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which i3 ot only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not hencfit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population,
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for thess non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, cspecially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increasc in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which scek lo gain access to the court systeifi, such a‘hike will resull in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, ihév"iiably causing them to reduce wages, lay off

workers, filo for bankruptey relief or even worse, close 'th?s_i'r}doors entirely.
R i3
AR {

I'humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time. -

Sincerely, L ) ey

Franklin Pang
President
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To:  Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile Shimabukuro, Vie Chair

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
’ Hcaring Date: Monday, February 7, 2011
Hearing Time: 10:00 am
Place: Conference Room 16
Statc Capitol, 415 South Berctania Strect, Honolulu

POSITION:  NOT IN SUPPORT | | i

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Membiers:

The current filing [eos in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court gystom 10 rosolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barrices that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only nnfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and Justice with no ralional relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only & small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legisiation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services Zroups,

1%
During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do ig force its fesidents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access:1o the state court systom.
Also, for small husinesses which seek to gain access to the court systein, such ahike will result in taking

much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably caiiging them o reduce wages, lay off

workers, file for bankruptey rolief or even worse, close their doors entirely. ..

bl Ao

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time

Sincerely, oo
Franklin Pang

President




FROM :PAC DBB FAX NO. :8@8 5373853 Feb. B4 2811 1@:57PM P2/4
PACIFIC COLLECTIONS a division of

—

- 8 e 1616 LILHA STREET
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s DOCTORS BUSINESS BUREAU

OF HAwWAIS LIS AR FAX (808) 537-3058

# 1

To: Senator Clayton fee, Chaif‘t:;
Senator Maile Shimabukuto, Vie Chair -

RE: SB1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: Monday, February 7, 2011
Hearing Time; 10:00 am
Place: Conference Room 16
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION:  NOT IN SUPPORT

Deoar Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts arc $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. ‘T'o increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 fo $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to 565.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system 1o rosolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it ercatos barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
lo the institutions it benefits, it is unfuirly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the T.egislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of cur residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai’i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain accoss to the state court system.
Alsa, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will-resuit in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

1 humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this ti:ﬁc. |

Sincerely,

Franklin Pang
President
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To: Senator Claytoif Hee, Chair v/

Senator Mailc Shimabukuro, VichEé;ir

; . .
RE: SB1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Ilearing Date; Monday; February 7, 2011
Hearing Time:'10:00am- = °
Place: Conleréince Room 16
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Monolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The curront [iling fees in District and Cireuit Courts are $120.00 and §275.00 respectively, To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Cireuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve logal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who afrcady
can [east afford to seek aceess to onr justice system, from having access, which is ot only unfortunate ~

it is wrong, Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties hy any ‘means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Shonld the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of'the operational budgets for these no -profit legal services groups.

During these tougheconomic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is foree its residen (s, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resonrces away from our local businesscs, inevitably causing them to reduce wapes, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, eloge their doors entirely,

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time,

Sincerely,

Franklin Pang
President
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A R Recovery Solutions

of Hawaii ,

94.229 Waipahu Depot Rd #401

Waipahu, HY 96797

(808) 678-8100

(808) 678-8488 Iax

" Senator Clayton Hee, Chair . .

Senator Maile Shimabukuro, : TR 2T e
Vice-Chair - . IR PriV SRR &

Committee on Judiciary & Labor. ..

' 2039 peghy o gn
RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICE
Hearing Date: FEB & 7 2011
Hearing Time: (000 aw
Place: Conference Room
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current fifing fees in Disnict and Cireait Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase the indigent
fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will place unduc burden on
those utilizing the court system to vesolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may preveat some, especially those who already can least
afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortumate — it is wrong. Making
the coutt system less aceessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justics with no rational relationship to the
institotions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing-only a small segment of the population. Should the
Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segmeat of our residents will cnd up paying a large share of
the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups. |

During these tough economis times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially financially
struggling residents, to pay an increass in fees in order to gain access 10 fhe state court systom.  Also, for small
businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such & hike will resuit in taking much-needed resources
away from our local businesses, incvitably causing them to reduce Wages, lay off workers, file for bankquptcy reliof
or even worse, close their doors eotirely.

! humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time,
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February 04, 2011

FROM: Nanci Kreidman, M.A.
Domestic Violence Action Center

TO: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabakuro, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee

RE: SB 1073 Support
Hearing Date: Monday, February 07, 2011, 10am, Conf Rm #016

‘Aloha. Please accept this testimony in support of S.B. 1073. The Indigent Legal Assistance Fund, modeled initially after
strategies across the country to support the crucial work of public interest providers of legal services, is key to sustain
aur community’s programs.

The filing fee surcharge which is assessed at the time of court filing, has not increased for over a decade. The cost of
delivering services, by each of the small corporations endeavoring to meet community needs, has increased
exponentially.

At the Domestic Violence Action Center demand for services has increased. This, at a time when we have had to
impose staff layoffs due to drastic budget cutbacks. Our contract with the Judiciary was amended in 2009 to reduce
our agency funding support by $570,000. Funding support from the City and County of Honolulu was eliminated
entirely. Competition for federal and local grants has been fierce. Grants to the Domestic Violence Action Center from
the Hawali Justice Foundation have also shrunk because the interest rates have been low and thus funds collected
through IOLTA have decreased.

Although we do not rely exclusively on the funds collected through the ILAF, it is a funding source that is not reliant
on general funds or state appropriations. The legal service providers maintain a close waorking relationship in an effort
to examine community needs, best practices, and make a meaningful difference to our low income communities. This
is evidenced by our collective participation in the Access to Justice Commission and the Hawaii Consortium of Legal
Services Providers.

~ There is no way we can, in actuality, meet the needs of our low income community, but it would be devastating to
continue suffering setbacks to the progress we have seen in the creative collaborative work done on their behalf.

Thank you for inviting community comment on this important measure. We encourage your favorable action on S.B.
1073.
P. O. Box 3198 Honolulu, HI 96801-3198

*‘Oahu Helpline:: 808 531-3771 Toll-free: Boo 690-6200 Administration: 808 534-0040 Fax 808 531-7228
dvac(@stoptheviolence.org www.stoptheviolence.org
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(I \MOLOKAI COMMUNITY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

‘

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair '
- Senator-Maile Shimabukuro,

[ Vice-Chair~""""* = -

| Cominitigs ofi Judicidry"& Labor, -

Y L]

\

RE:  SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

. Hearing Date: B an
‘ Hearing Time: f__ iam -
| Flace: Conference Room

|

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase the
indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Cireuit Court will place
undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already can
least afford to seek acoess o our justice system, from having access, which is not only unforfunate — it is wrong.
Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the partics by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship to the
' institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population. Should the

E Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up paying a large
share of the operational budgets for these nen-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially financially
struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system. Also, for small
businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking much-needed

' resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to xeduce wages, lay off workers, file for

| bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely. :

J I humbly urge you to not support this hlegislaﬁon at this time.

ll\-'f;,’::

f Alli-Ann M. Alcon
1 Collections & Operations Manager
; ' .
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ll. REALTORS

Sice 19T

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT GOUNSELORS

CONDOMINILIMS, HOUSES, OCEANFRONT, COMMERCIAL & LAND
SALES SPECIALISTS ~ VACATION AND LONG TERM RENT.

CONDOMNUM MANAGING AGENTS - SM_}@ A |
e Commitfee on Judi iy

RE: S§B'1073 RELATING TO A SUR GE FOR INDIGENT LEGA'_L,SERVICES

Hearing Date: 3 =7~/ L
Hearing Time: D am - - -
Place: Conferenice Room __{p s

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Steet, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Comminee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members: < 2t

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place vndue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can Jeast afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
itis wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
10 the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly mxing only e small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Flawai*i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court syster, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors entirely,

1 humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,
N ol
James L. Worley L

‘Principal Broker/Cwner

IE. Isihel Offfoe: 1998 S. Kihe! Road, Kihel, Maul, Hawali 98753 (808) 8794415 Fax (808) 879-2790 ﬁ% -

L6F re Wkl
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Maui Collection Service, Inc.

A Debt Collection Agency
1885 Main Street Suite 106 * P O Box 14 - Wailoku, Hawaii 96793
Phone (808) 242-9771 Fax (805) 242-8929

. g
' Labo~

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL
SERVICES R

HearingTime: ___~ {0 Am ~  — ____

Place: Conference Room Slle
- Btate Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Hopolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

* Doar Committes Chair, Vice-Chetr & Members:

The carrent filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respoctively. To
increase the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Coure and from $25.00 to $65.00 in
Cirouit Court will place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal
dispirtes, ‘

Anytime filing fees are incrensed, it creates barriers that Imay prevent some, especially those who
almadycanloascnﬁ‘oxﬂtosoekaoeesstoom-jnsﬁce system, fiom having access, which is not
only unfortunate — it is wrong. Making the court system [ess acoessible will not benefit the
parties by any means.

'Ihisproposedsun:lmgenotonlywmsaccassmﬂlemmandjusﬁwwiﬂmoraﬁmal
rolationship to the institations it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly texing only a small segment of
the popalation. Should the Logislature: approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of
our residents will end up paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal
services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'j should do is force its residents,
cspecially financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order fo gaip access fo the
State conrt system. Also, for small businesses which seck to gain access to the court system, such’
@ hike will resulr in tking much-necdsd resources away from our local businesses, inevitably
causing them to reduce wages, bay off workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close
their doors entirely,

I bumbly urge you to not support this Iegislation at this time.
'< O‘fma'-(_\

Patricia R. Tomita
President

Singerely,
"Ca
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STEPHEN E. PIKE
ARAKI-REGAN & ASSOCIATES, LLC
© 1823 Wells Street, Suite 24
Wailuku, HY 96793

_.Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
_ Senator Maile Shimabukuro,
ViceChalf ~ ©

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: FEB 0 7 201
Hearing Time:
Place: Conference Room
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT:IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The_ current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 iz Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the coust system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least affordto seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it 1s wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the partics by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only & small segment of the population.
Sho_uld the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, 10 pay an increzse in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the conrt system, such 2 hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our lecal businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

&

STEPHEN E. PIKE

Sincerely,
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RE: SB1073 RELATING TO é SURCHAR(?_FEE% IGENYT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: T ."‘. "_'
Heating Time: __ ~ |0 ANA.

Place; Conference Room™ ™
. State Capitol, 415 South Berctania Street, Honolnlu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT
Dear Committes Chair, Vico-Chair & Memibess:

The current filing foes in District and Clreuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Cirouit Court will
place uadue burdcnon_thosanﬁlizingthe court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fioes are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek accoss 10 our justice system, from heving access, which is not only uafortunate —
it is wrong. Makingtheoomtsystemlesuocmibhwiﬂnotbmﬁttheparﬂesbymmem.

mmmmmmumwmmmmmwmmmmﬁmmp
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfrirly and unjustly texing only & small segment of the population.,
Should the Legis' approve the proposed Iegislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational badgets for these-non-profit lega! services groups.

During theso tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force jts residents, cepecially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increass in fees in order to gain access to the state court system,
Also, for small businesses which seek to Ein access 10 the court gystom, such a hike will result in taking
mch-noeded resources away from our Jocal businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankraptey velief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

Y humbly urge you to not support this legistarion at this time.

Sincorely, % ﬁ

Geénoviove Freeman
ACA

TRTARMATIGNAL
]
e CalOpsstngh il gl
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VICTORIA AH QUIN
1221 KAPIOLANI BOULEVARD, SUITE 245
HONOLULU, HI 96814

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile Shimabukuro,.

Viee-Chair . . .. .. . .~
Committee on-Judiciary & Labor

RE: SB1073RELATING TO A S‘BKCHARG WT LEGAL SERVICES
Heari 'nym’ . [ /X !ﬂ\ ) " -
Hearing Dl
Place: Conference Room ____nlly
State Capitol, 415 South Berstania Street, Honolula

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Membérs:

The current filing fees in District and Cireuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
 the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Coust will
Place undus burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent somme, especially those who already
can least 2fford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, whick is not only unfortunate -
it is wrong. Mzking the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state sowurts and Justice with no rational relationship
10 the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
Ppaying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economis times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
finencially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access 1o the state court gystem,
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking

- much-needed resources away from our Jocal businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you 1o not support this legislation at this time,
Sincerely,

VICTORIA AH QUIN

P.003
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JULIE-BETH GALEON
1221 KAPTIOLANI BOULEVARD, SUITE 245
' HON;OLULU, HI 96814

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile Shimabukurs, = -
Vice-Chair . .. . "
Committee on Judiciary & Labor

Hearing Date:
Hearing Time:

* Place: Conference Room '*‘ ) ﬁ

State Capitol, 415 Scuth Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

RE: SB1073 RELA%% AIS?B!’?HARGE I‘;OR_ INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
- - ,—O —

Dear Committes Chair, Vice-Cheir & Membors:

The current filing foes in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 10 $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve lege! disputes,

Anj:ime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent soroe, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to.our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means,

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small ssgment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough.economic times, the last thing Hawai'i shovld do is force its residents, especially
financially strugaling residents, to pay an increase in foes in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek o gain access to the court system, such 2 hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly wrge you to not suppor this legislation at this l.:ime.
Sincerely,

BETH GALE

P.004
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493 Pualani Street
Wailuku, HI 96793

Senator.Clayton Hee, Chair '
Senator.Maile Shimabukure,

Vice-Chair. . .. . .. .
»Committee on Judiciary & Labor _ i

RE: SB1073 RELATINEEEOOA?S%{;_HARGE FOR-INDIGENT.LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: ' _
Hearing Time: eanm__
Place: Conference Room

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice~Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase

the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disprstes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access o the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it js unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed Jegislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the Jast thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order.to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our focal businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely,

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,
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Renee A Matsui
395 Elilani Street
Pukalani, HY 96768

N

—Senator Clayton-Hee, Chair . .
~ Senator-Maile-Shimabukuro, - . .-
—Cormmittee-on-Judiciary- & Labor

RE: SB1073 RELATING TO ASYRCHARGE FORINDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: FEBO 7 200 ™~ " e e '
HearingTime: _____ ' ' = U difn
Place: Conference Room

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

-,

Dear Committe Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from baving access, which is not only unforfunate —~
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means,

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and Jjustice with no rationai relationship
ta the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only 2 small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups. ' .

During these tough econornic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pey an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state cout system.
Also, for small businegses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
muck-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.
Sincerely,

ﬂ«dé/hﬂ‘w

Renee A Matsui
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CHRISTOPHER R. DANG
1823 Wells Street, Suite 2A
Wailukn, Hawaii 96793

Senator.Clayton Hee, Chair | _
Senator. Maile Shimabukuro,
Vice-Chair ... . ... . .
Committee. on.Judiclary, & Labor

RE;: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: EE? 6 7 201
Hearing Time: . O M
Place: Conference Room
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT -
Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and‘Circnit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate -
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

“This proposed surcharge ot only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefis, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawei'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, 1o pay an increasc in fees in order:to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seck to gain access 1o the court sysiem, such a hike will result in taking

much-needed resonrces away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them (o reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or evén worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.
Sincerely,

ﬂ?——,

CHRISTOPHER R. DANG
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ROWENA D. SEAVERS
1823 Wells Street, Suite 2A.
Wailuka, HI 96793

AY

~Senator Clayton Hee, Chair  ~
— Senator Maile Shimabukuro,
_Vice-Chair e
—Committee on Judiciary & Labor .

RE: $B 1073 RELATING TO A S%%GE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: FEB U ¢
Hearing Time: 1Ay
Place; Conference Room

. State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members;

The current filing fees in District and Cirouit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase

the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barciers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to'seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and Justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for theso non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such 2 hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time,

Sincerely,

'E,...,D/L/

owena D, Seavers
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Credit Associates

QF MADL, LTD.

genator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile Shimabukuro,

Vieg-Chair ... . ... ... .
Committee on Judiciary & Labor .

RE: SB1073 RELATING T SngCZFDIﬁ.RGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: %

Hearing Time: . Qﬂm T
! Place: Conference Roclnn ) :
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION:  NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Cowrt will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
itis wrong. Meking the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature-approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai"i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fess in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seck to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

Thumbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,

George 5 Shimada

Chairman of the Board

Serving the debt collection needs of Hawaii since 1954

1817 Wella Strent + Wailiokn, Hawaii Q4702 o Tal AR 244 2711 » Touw /AN AVLEENT 0 comirter mrmedSimanmn
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FRED K. ARAKI
493 Pualani Street
Wailuku, HI 96793

N

-Senator.Clayton Hee, Chair |
.Senatoer Maile Shimabukuro,
-Vice-Chair . s e
-.Committee.on Judiciary & Labor

RE: SB 1073 RELATING.TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT SERVICES
Hearing Date: ‘

o
Place: = Confcrenci Koom _ ~

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: : NOT IN SUPPORT .

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current-filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burded on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal dispntes.

Anytime filing feet are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seck access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate =
it is wrong. Makirig the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed-surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the-institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small budinesses whick seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even warse, close their doors entirely. :

1 humbly urge you'to not support this legislation at this time.
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JO-ANN JOAN
106 Nanaina St
Pukalani Hi, 967638

A}
'

.Senator Clayton Hee, Chair,
.Senator Maile. Shimabukuro,
Vice-Chair ... . ... .
.Committee.on Judiciary & Labor

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: FEB 6 7 2011
Hearing Time: . 10 Ay
Place: Conference Room Hp
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fiees in District apd Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively, To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 10 $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
cao least afford to seck access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Maldngthccourtsysbemlmsancesm'blcwﬂlnotbmeﬁtthgparﬁ&sbyanymeans.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal serV{ces Zroups. :

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seck to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away. from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off’
wotkers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely,

I humbly urge you {0 not support this legislation at this time,

Sincerely,
0 - ” %-_

JO-ANN JOAN
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MICHELLE OTANI
PO BOX 1074
WAILUKU, HI 96793

N

. Senator Clayton Hee, Chair,

. Senator Maile Shimabukuro, _. _.
Vige-Chair . .o )

. Committee_on Judiciary & Labor

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: FEB O 7 201
Hearing Time: TOOMN.

Place: Conference Room
: State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION:  NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committse Chair, Yice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 10 $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creatos barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parFies by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it bemefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only 2 small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up

. paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief ar even worse, close their doors entirely. ,

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.
Sincerely,

Al o

MICHELLE OTANI
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DONALD MEDINA
PO BOX 1074
WAILUKU, HI 96793
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
- Senator Mailg' Shimabukuro
~ Vice-Chair =~
T Committee on Judiciary & Labor

' RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: EEB. Q0 1.2011
Hearing Time: 0 a4 m
Place: Conference Room 1%

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION:  NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committes Chair Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and C:rcu:t Courts are $120,00 and $215 00 respecnvely. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, c.spccxally those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxcs access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it beneﬁts it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only s small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economig times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling rcmdcnts, 10 pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the coust system, such a hike will result in taking

much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,

DONALD MEDINA
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CAROL M. A. AKIMA
P O Box 285
Wailuku, HI 96793

N

Senator Clayten Hee, Chair

Senator Maile Sh:mabukuro, ‘ v
Vice-Chair

Comm:ttee on Judiciary & Labor

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: FEB 0 7201
Hearing Time: i ﬂ"m
Place: Conference Room

State Capitol, 415 South Berstania Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

- Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 0 $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, sspecially those who already
can least afford 1o seek access 1o our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means,

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is vnfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access 1o the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relicf or even worse, close their doors entirely.,

1 humbly urge you to not.support this legislation at this time.



FEB-03-2011 18&:11 ARAKI-REGAN & ASSOCIATES 1 808 249 2872 P.0l6

KAREN FERGUSON
P O BOX 863
KIHEL MAUI, HI. 96753

4 : N
Senator-Glayton Hee, Chair - ..
-Senator-Maile Shimabukuro, -

-Committee-on Judiciary: & Labor... !

RE: SB1073RELATINGTOA SUéRCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

-  Hearing Date: FEB 6 7 2011
{ Hearing Time: IV ava..
‘ Place: Conference Room 0

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION:  NOT INSUPPORT

Dear Commitice Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may provent some, especially those who alrcady
can least afford to seek access o our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate -
it is wrong, Making the court system Iess accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

- This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a smail segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operations budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in foes-in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for smell businesscs which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely. '

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely, -
S

KAREN FERGUSON



FEB-03-2011 1ig:11 ARAKI-REGAN & ASSOCIATES 1 808 249 2872 P.O17

MIKE AMBY
23 KAIKAI ST
WAILUKU, HI 96793

Senator  Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Maile Shlmabukuro,
'Vice-Chair.. ..

.Committee. on Judlcnary & Labor

—

RE: 8B 1073 RELATING TO .%%C%?E FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: ]
Hearing Time: - 10 4~
Place: Conference Room ___llz

-State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court end from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, espec:a!ly those who already .
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having aceess, which is not only unforranate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislanre approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from ourlocal businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.
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MADELINE GARCIA
PO BOX 1074
WAILUKU, HI 96793

f -
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair, . _
Senator Maile Shimabukuro,

-Viee-Chair ... . ... . L
Committee on Judiciary & Labor _

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: FEB 0 7 2011
Hearing Time: . ro -
Place: Conference Koom &

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

%,
The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access 1o our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate -
it is wrong., Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means,

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
1o the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly texing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed Jegislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the dperational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai"i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely. ;

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,

Mmcm



FEB-03-2011 18:11 ARAKI-REGAN & ASSOCIATES 1 BOB 249 2872 P.019

CAROL HIWATASHI
PO BOX 1074
WAILUKU, HI 96793

- Senator-Clayton-Hee; Chair- -
--Senator Maile Sh:mabukuro
-Vice-Chair---- -
- Commlttee on Judncnary & Labor

4

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A

IR(&W FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: -
Hearing Time: ST 104m
Place: Conference Room ___| (s

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION:  NOT IN SUPPORT |

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circujt Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 1o $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least efford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only vnfortunate —
it is wrong, Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only 2 small scgment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups,

During these tough cconomic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

1 humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,

P

CAROL ASHI
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RODNEY USHIRO
PO BOX 1074
WAILUKU, HY 96793
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair ~ _
Senator Maile Shimabukuro, |

Vice-Chair .~
Committee on Judiciary & Labor _

RE: SB 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
Hearing Date: FEB G 77008 _
Hearing Time: 10 AV,
Place: Conference Room
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu

POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committes Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The cutrent filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 ta $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden-on those utilizing the court system to resolve legat disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surchargs not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with no ratjonal relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legislation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small busincsses which seck to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-necded résources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

T humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time,

Sincerely,

NEY USHIRO
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JOEL ACOSTA
2140 Kahawai Street
. ‘Wailuku, HI 96793
Senator.Clayton Hee, Chair .. .
Senator.Maile Shimabukuro,. .. ...

. Vice-Chair.. ..... _

" Commiftee on Judiciéry 8; Labor. -

RE: SB1073 RELATING TO %[]%%GE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: ]
HearingTime: __. ~ .  |0am
Place: Conference Room - i{z

State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Comsmittee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase

the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place yndue burden on those utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are inm'cas/ed, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to or justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system less accessible will not benefit the parties by any means,

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and Justice with no rational relationship
to the institutions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only a small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legjslation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a large share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legai services groups.

During these tough cconomic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state coust system,
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such a hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably caunsing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptey relief or even worse, close their doors éntirely.

I humbly urge you to not support this legislation at this time.

Singerely,
™~

Joel Acosta
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JUDITH TOM
PO BOX 1074
WAILUKU, HI 96793

A

- Senator. Clayton Hee, Chair .

- Senator.Maile Shimabukuro,. .
Mice-Chair........ ..’ .. ...
- Committee on Judiciary. & Labor..

RE: S$B 1073 RELATING TO A SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Hearing Date: FEB 0.7 200
Hearing Time: -— = " _[D am
Place: Conference’ KSom

State Capitol, 415 South Beretenia Street, Honolulu
POSITION: NOT IN SUPPORT

Dear Committee Chair, Vice-Chair & Members:

The current filing fees in District and Circuit Courts are $120.00 and $275.00 respectively. To increase
the indigent fee from $10.00 to $35.00 in District Court and from $25.00 to $65.00 in Circuit Court will
place undue burden on thoss utilizing the court system to resolve legal disputes.

Anytime filing fees are increased, it creates barriers that may prevent some, especially those who already
can least afford to seek access to our justice system, from having access, which is not only unfortunate —
it is wrong. Making the court system Jess accessible will not benefit the parties by any means.

This proposed surcharge not only taxes access to the state courts and justice with po rational relationship
to the instiritions it benefits, it is unfairly and unjustly taxing only 2 small segment of the population.
Should the Legislature approve the proposed legisiation, this small segment of our residents will end up
paying a lerge share of the operational budgets for these non-profit legal services groups.

During these tough economic times, the last thing Hawai'i should do is force its residents, especially
financially struggling residents, to pay an increase in fees in order to gain access to the state court system.
Also, for small businesses which seek to gain access to the court system, such 2 hike will result in taking
much-needed resources away from our local businesses, inevitably causing them to reduce wages, lay off
workers, file for bankruptcy relief or even worse, close their doors entirely.

I humbly urge you 1o not support this legislation at this time.

Sincerely,

S



Dariel R. Foley

Judge, Intermediate Court of Appeals
Chair o

_ Jill M. Hasegawa, Esq.
Y ' Vice.Chalr
HAWAIT ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION - o

- February 3, 2011 - Coh |
Attn: Senate Committee on Judiclary and Labor
Hearing Date: Monday, February 7, 2011

Time: 10:00 a.m. B

SB 1078 - Relating to Surcharge for Indigent Legal Services -

 Dear Chaif Hee, Vice-Char Shimabukuro and Members of the Senate
. Committee on Judiciary and Labor: . . o , oL

- On behalf of the Access to Justice Commission (the “Commission”), I am
writing to request your support for SB 1073 Relating to a Surcharge for
+Indigent Legal Services:  The Commission, which was created by Rulé 21 of the -

‘Rules of the Supreme Court of Hawaii on May, 1, 2008, was established with - ‘
the purpose to substantially increase access to justice in civil legal matters for -
low- and moderate-income residents of Hawaii (“low income Hawaii residents”),
including increasing and stabilizing long-term public and private funding and

resources for delivery of civil legal services to low-income Hawail residents.

.- The Commission was created in response to the 2007 Assessment of Civil
Legal needs and Barriers of Low- and Moderate-Income People of Hawaii, which
found that four out of five low income Hawaii residents do not have their legal
‘needs met and that legal seivice providers are only able to assist one in three .
persons who contact them. for assistance. The Commission recognizes that in-

-+ order to increase delivery of legal services to low ificome Hawail residents, more |

- funding is essential to assist the legal'service providers. .One such poteritial

- .- source of increased funding has beén identified as the Indigent Legal -
S ASSistanceFee L AT T LS
| In thecurrent economicc]imate, 1tis hnperative, nowrnore than ever,
. that we maintain funding for our legal service providers. The proposed. -
. additional ‘surcharge fees‘on various, court filings'in 'our Hawali State Couirt

- systern under the “Indigent Legal Assistance Fund” (ILAF") set forth in HRS

Section 607-5-would provide sorely needed funds for meeting civil legal services -
needs, especially during a time when the legal need and niimber of low income

‘Hawali residents are increasing. "

o Since2007,1egalservice Providershaveconsistenﬂy seen between a 20-
50% increase in the number of requests for assistance over and above the 2007
figures. This at a time when the legal service providers experienced cuts in



legislative funding and reductions in traditional funding sources. In addition,
many legal service providers who rely on IOLTA: (Interest on Lawyer Trust ~ =~
Account) revenue, which is disbursed by the Hawaii Justice Foundation, have
been hit by the sharp decline in interest rates, with HJF receiving only one- - -
eighth the amount of interest received prior to December 15, 2008. This drop -
. in revenue makes the ILAF program even more vrtal to t_he continued :

B operations of low«income legal sewice providers

o  our comrnumties indigent will be addressed Thank you '

o During 2009 access to justice in Hawaii suﬂ'ered another signiﬁcant
blow, with the closing of a long-time legal service provider, the Hawaii - .
Immigrant Justice Center (formerly known as Na Loio) due to funding cuts. It _
also saw several organizations cut esséntial programs that service low income

" individuals, in order to balance budget cuts. As it currently stands, several -

organizations that rely on federal funding through the Office on Viclence
Against Women Legal Assistance for Victims, including the Domestic Violence
Action Center, are only receiving approximately 20% of their previous funding
- levels, and this amount is expected to continue to decrease. Those legal
services providers who receive federal funding have already been told to .- .. .
anticipate signiﬁcant cuts in funding, potentially in excess of 25% Lo

L Given the increasing number of indigent persons n Hawaii and their
mounting legal needs, it is imperative that funding be maintained for legal :
service organizations. The increase in ILAF filing fees is essential to providing-
legal service providers with additional funding to make up for funding
shortfalls elsewhere and to meet the ever increasmg need for Iegal services

On behan of the Commission, support of the passage of HB 1073 which o
embodies the Commission's intent is urged.to assure that the Iegal needs of R

Vice—Chair Ty : S
Aceess to Justice Commission S




From: LWV [lwvhawaii@gmail.com] :
Sent: Saturday, February 05, 2011 12:00 PM
To: JDLTestimony

Subject: Testimony for SB 1073

From Jean Aoki, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Testimony on SB 1073 Relating to Surcharge for Indigent Legal Services.
Before Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Date: Monday, February 07, 2011

Time: 10:00 A.M.

Place:: Conference Room 016

League of Women Voters

49 South Hotel Street, Rm. 315

Honolulu, Hawati 96813

Tel. 808 531-7448
Fax 8§08 599-5669

Visit us at www.lwv-hawaii.com
Contact us at Voters@IL WV -Hawaii.com

A Non-Partisan Organization to Encourage Informed Citizen Participation in Government



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HAWAII

TEéTI.MONQSB 1073 RELATING TO SURCHARGE FOR INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair

Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair
Date: Monday, February 07

Time: 10:00 a.m.

Place: Conference Room 016

Testifier: Jean Aoki, LWV Legislative Committee
Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro, members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor

The League of Women Voters opposes SB 1073 which tries to address the need for more
funds to help the indigent get access to legal services that they can not presently afford.

We support wholeheartedly the objectives of the bill. We have always supported ways of
increasing aid to those who cannot afford to access legal services.

Our objection to SB 1073 lies in the unfairness of levying surcharges on only a small
segment of our residents. We cannot understand why only those who engage in certain civil
actions in court should have to contribute to help the indigent acquire assistance for legal
advice and services they cannot afford. This should be a shared obligation for all of us. We
do not expect only parents who have children in public schools to pay for their children's
education. We all share the costs because we know that the benefits of educating all children
accrue to all of us. The same can be said for helping those who cannot afford legal services.

Not all of the people who have to resort to the courts for justice can really afford the high cost
of challenging another party for redress of their grievances. As we add more costs to citizens
who need to rely on our courts to iron out their civil differences, more and more of them will
either not be able to afford the costs, or will be discouraged from seeking assistance which
they feel costs too much.

Furthermore, this bill does not specify the fund where the increased fees are deposited, and
the process by which the truly indigent are given access to legal aid.

This is one of the instances when taxpayer money should be used to help those in need.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on 8.B. 1073.

49 South Hotel Street, Roorn 314, Honolulu, Hawaii 986813 Ph. (808) 531-7448 Fax (808} 599-5669
Website: www.lwv-hawaii.com email: voters@lwv-hawaii.com




THE MEDIATION CENTER OF THE PACIFIC, INC.

245 N. Kukui Street, Ste. 206, Honolulu, HI 96817
Tel: 521-6767 Fax: 538-1454 Email: mcp@mediatehawaii.org

February 5, 2011

TESTIMONY FROM: Tracey S. Wiltgen, Executive Director, The Mediation
Center of the Pacific, Inc.

TO: Committee on Judiciary and Labor
HEARING DATE/TIME: Monday, February 7, 2011, 10:00 a.m. Conf. Room 016

MEASURE NUMBER: SB 1073, RELATING TO SURCHARGE FOR
INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES

SUBMITTED BY E-MAIL: testimony@capitol.hawaii.gov

Dear Chair Hee, Vice-Chair Shimabukuro and members of Committee on Judiciary and Labor:

My name is Tracey Wiltgen, Executive Director of The Mediation Center of the Pacific (the
Mediation Center). I am writing on behalf of the Mediation Center to respectfully request the
Committee on Judiciary and Labor to approve SB 1073 including; increasing the surcharge from
$25 to $65 in Circuit Court and Court of Appeal filings; increasing the fee from $10 to $35 in
District Court filings; and expanding the surcharge in District Court filings from just summary
possession to all cases, including collection cases.

Your support of SB 1073 is needed because it has a significant impact on access to justice for
individuals in the low income and vulnerable populations. In November 2007, The Access to
Justice Hui reported that low-income residents have a tremendous unmet need for civil legal
services., Since the 2007 Report was published, the number of people living below 200% of the
federal poverty guidelines increased slightly and the number of people living below 125% of the
federal poverty guidelines increased dramatically. Simultaneously, while the number of
individuals in the low income populations increased, funding to support their civil legal needs
significantly decreased. SB 1073 provides the opportunity to increase financial support for the
legal service providers to address the growing needs of low income residents.

The Mediation Center is a 501(c)(3) not for profit corporation whose mission is to provide high
quality mediation and dispute resolution services that are affordable and accessible. The
Mediation Center is the only dispute resolution option on Qahu for individuals in the low-income
population to assist them in resolving disputes quickly and creatively. Each year, the Mediation
Center helps approximately 5,000 individuals to talk, rebuild relationships and resolve conflicts
creatively and quickly. This past year in 2010, the Mediation Center managed 1,609 cases (a
24% increase since 2008) involving divorcing couples, landlords and tenants, families,
consumers and merchants and more. Overall, 51% of the cases mediated resulted in written
agreements.



Due to an approximate 25% reduction in funding over the past two years, the Mediation Center
has struggled to meet growing community needs for additional on-site court mediation requests,
foreclosure mediation and more.

To increase access to justice for Hawaii’s people, the Mediation Center works closely with other
civil legal service providers and the Access to Justice Commission Committees. Through these
partnerships, we strive to assist'more people in a variety of critical areas such as landlord/tenant
disputes, custody and visitation matters, and family conflicts involving teens or aging parents.
Support of SB 1073 will ensure the continued growth and development of the partnerships
between the legal service providers to meet the civil legal needs of Hawaii’s growing low-
income population. Court filing fees, even with the proposed surcharge increase, constitute only
a small percentage of the total cost of litigation. The increase does however substantially
increase funds for the legal service providers.

Your favorable approval of SB 1073 is essential. Passage of this bill will be a major step toward
efforts to achieve access to justice for all.

Sincerely,
Tracey S. Wiltgen

Tracey S. Wiltgen
Executive Director



