
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 2009
STATE OF HAWAII

50H.R. NO.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

REQUESTING THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII BOARD OF REGENTS TO CREAT E
SCHOLARSHI PS FOR HAWAI I RESI DENTS TO STUDY ABROAD .

I WHE REAS, a Nat i o nal Geo g r aphi c g l obal l i tera c y sur v ey fou n d
2 that 8 7 pe rcent o f students in the United States between the
3 age s of 1 8 and 24 canno t l ocat e I r a q on a world map , 83 percent
4 c a nnot find Afghanis tan , 58 percent c a nno t find J a p a n , and 11
5 percent cannot eve n find the United States ; and
6

7 WHE REAS, acco r d ing t o the Coa l i tion f o r I nte r n a tiona l
8 Educat ion , institutions of higher education in the United State s
9 a re struggling t o graduate enough students with the language

10 ski lls and c ul t u r a l comp e t e nce necessary t o meet the current
II demands of bus iness , government , and educational institut ions ;
12 and
13

14 WHE REAS, Congress recognized through the Hi gh e r Education
15 Ac t o f 1 965 (2 0 U.S .C . 1001 et seq .) that t he securi ty ,
16 stability , and e c onomi c vitalit y o f the United States in an
17 i ncre asingly comp l ex global age depend largely upon having a
18 globally comp e t e n t c it i ze n r y and the avai labi lity of experts
19 spe c i ali zing in world reg i ons, f o reign languages, a nd
20 internationa l affairs ; and
21
22 WHE REAS , wi th t oday 's i n c r e as i ng ly c omplex i nternationa l
23 tra de r elations , c o n c e r n for the preservation of o u r globa l
24 environment , a nd the c o n s t a n t goal of world peace , the promotion
25 and support o f i ntern a tion a l edu c ation becomes i n c rea s i ngly
26 i mp o r t a n t t o ou r nati onal security , fore ign po l icy , economi c
27 comp e ti t ive n e s s , a nd c a p ac i t y f or t olerance; and
28

29 WHEREAS , educating students through s t ud y abroad programs
30 is a n important way t o share t he va lues of Ha wa i i and t he Un ited
31 Sta t e s, to cre a t e goodwil l f o r Hawai i a n d the United State s
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1 aro und the world , t o work toward a peaceful global society , and
2 t o increase in t e r na t i ona l trade ; and
3

4 WHE REAS , stud y abroad progr ams help s tudents f r om Hawaii to
5 be more informed about t he world a nd to deve lop t he cultu ra l
6 awareness necessary t o a void offe nd ing i n d i vidu a l s from o t h e r
7 countries ; a nd
8

9 WHEREAS, stud y abroad programs not on l y open door s t o
10 fo r e i gn l a n gua ge lea rning , b u t a lso empower s t udent s t o b e tter
II u n d e r stand themse lves a nd o t hers t h r o ug h a comparison of
12 c u l t u r a l values a nd ways of life ; and
13

14 WHEREAS , because tour ism and f o r e i gn t rade are key sectors
15 of Hawa ii 's e c o nomi c fu t ure , i t i s vital t ha t t h is stat e
16 promotes mut ual unders tand i ng b etwe e n the peop l e of Ha wa ii and
17 citize ns of other count r ie s th r ough in t e rna ti o na l education
18 programs ; and
19

20 WHEREAS, Ha wa i i ' s educational institutions must continue to
2 1 i ncrea se opportunities for local student s to a cquire the
22 l inguisti c a nd int ercul t ura l s ki l l s to i n terac t effe ct ive l y
23 within the c hanging mul t i c u l tu r a l context o f the s t at e ; and
24
25 WHEREAS , ensuring that the cit izens of Hawai i are g lobally
26 l i t era t e is t h e responsibi lity o f the educational system of
27 Hawaii ; and
28
29 WHEREAS , only 464 s t udents were a b l e to t r a v e l abroad
30 during the 2 0 0 7 ca lendar ye a r through the Study Abroad Center at
3 1 t he Un i versity o f Hawaii at Manoa (UHM) ; and
32
33 WHEREAS, UHM p r ov ide s sixteen s t ud y a b r oad prog rams in
34 fo u r t e en di f feren t count ries ; and
35
36 WHEREAS , UHM provides scholarships for students who are
37 Uni t e d States c itizens or resident al iens achieving at least a
38 3 . 0 grade point average b u t sets aside no scholarship money
39 s p ecif ica lly fo r Hawaii res ident s t o travel abroad ; a nd
40
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1 WHE REAS, f or a Hawa i i reside nt , t he c o s t of tu i t i o n fo r a
2 s eme ster-long study abroad program is es t imated to b e between
3 $ 4 ,00 0 a nd $1 0 ,000 mo r e e xpensive , dep end i ng on t he program ,
4 t ha n the cos t o f f u l l - t i me r esident t u i tion at UHM; and
5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15
16

17

18
19

20
21

22

23

24
25

WHEREAS, f or a non resid ent , t he cost of tuitio n f or a
seme s t er-long study abroad program is estimated to b e between
$5 0 0 l e s s expensive t o $5 ,000 more expens i ve , depending on the
program, than the c ost of f u l l-time nonreside nt t u ition a t UHM ;
now , therefo r e,

BE IT RESOLVED by t h e House o f Representatives o f the
Twenty- fi f t h Leg i s la t u re of t he State o f Hawaii , Regular Sessio n
o f 2 0 0 9 , that t he Unive r s ity o f Hawaii Board o f Rege nts is
r eque sted t o c r e ate s chola rsh ips f or Ha wa i i residents t o study
abroad ; and

BE IT FURT HER RESOLVED that certifie d copies of t h is
Resol u t i on be transmitted to t h e Cha irperson of the Universit y
of Ha waii Boa r d o f Regents; the President of t h e Un i v e r s it y o f
Hawa i i , and t he Dire ctor of t he Study Abro a d Ce nter at t he
Un ive r s i ty o f Hawaii at Manoa .
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