
HOUSE OF REPR ESENTATIVES
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE , 2009
STATE OF HAWAII

1_>H.C.R. NO. ~

HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

REQUESTING HAWAII AMERICAN WATER COMPANY TO IMPLEMENT AN ODOR
MITIGATION PLAN FOR ITS FAC ILITY IN HAWAII KAI.

1 WHEREAS , Hawaii American Water Company is a who lly-owned
2 subsidiary of American Water , the largest and most
3 geographically diverse provider of wa t e r services in North
4 America , and p r ov ide s wa stewater se rvice to nea rly 35 , 000 p e op le
5 i n Hawai i Kai and a l ong t he Kon a Coast o f t he Bi g Isl a nd ; a nd
6

7 WHEREAS , Hawaii American Water Company owns and operates
8 East Honolulu Waste Water Treatment plant ; and
9

10 WHEREAS , the Ea s t Hon o l ulu Wa ste Wa t e r Trea t me nt plan t ove r
11 sev e r a l year s has b e e n c i t e d a t nume r ou s Hawai i Ka i Ne i ghb o r h ood
12 Board me e t i n g s as t he source of excess ive o ffensive odo r
13 emissions that have caused res idents and vehicula r traffic , both
14 local and visitor , passing the plant on Kalanianaole Highway and
15 users of Sandy Beach , one of t he most popular on Oahu great
16 discomfor t , p o t e n t i a l health p r ob l ems and a de terioration in the
17 qua l i ty of l i fe ; and
18

19 WHEREAS , the offensive odor problems , which smell like
20 rotten eggs , are the result of hydrogen sulfide emis sions , most
21 noticeable on Kona and windless days at waste water peak flow
22 times i n the earl y morn ing and evening hours ; a nd
23
24 WHEREAS, as the State De p a r tment o f Heal t h a l ready knows ,
25 hydrogen sulfide can potentially cause eye i r r i t a t i on ,
26 respiratory difficulties , vomiting , nausea , and a host of other
27 health problems and a definite deteriorat ion in the quality of
28 life ; a n d
29
30 WHEREAS , t he stretch of Kalanianaole Highway from Hana ' uma
31 Bay to Makapu 'u which includes several lookout points , t he Blow
32 Hole , Bamb oo Ridge , Molokai Lookout , Sandy Beach , Makapu 'u
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I Lig h t h ouse , Ra b b it Island and the Ka Iwi Coastl ine , i s perhaps
2 t he mo s t s c en i c p r i s t ine und e velo pe d drive on Oa hu whe re
3 residents and visitors alike enjoy Ha wai i 's natural beauty and
4 where whale sight ings are frequent and mos t p op ul a r, b u t o f ten
5 t aint ed by the o f f ensive odo rs ema nating f r om t he Eas t Hono lulu
6 Waste Water Treatmen t Plant ;
7

8 WHEREAS, The Hawai i State Const itution Art . XI , Section 1
9 states t h a t :

10

II " a. For the bene f i t o f pre s e nt and futur e g enerations , the
12 State and its polit ical subdivi sions s h a l l conserve and
13 protect Hawai i ' s natural b eau t y a n d a l l natu r a l resources ,
14 i n c lud i ng l a n d , wate r , air , mi n e ra l s a n d ene rgy s o u rce s ,
15 and shal l p r omo t e the development and utili za t i on o f these
16 resources in a manner consistent wi th the i r conservation
17 and in furtherance of the self-suffic iency of the Sta t e .
18 Al l publ ic natural re source s a re h e l d i n t r ust b y the State
19 f o r t h e bene fi t of the p e ople"; and
20

21 WHEREAS , a representat ive of Ha wai i American Water Company
22 told the Hawa ii Kai Neighborhood Board and the community t h a t
23 wh i le the odo r probl e m c o u ld be ma n a g e d by c h emi c al a nd o ther
24 means , it would not be possible t o e l imin a te a l l o d o rs e nt i r e l y ;
25 however , as there is no government supervision or enforcement of
26 odor mitigation procedures or i mp r ov e me n t s , i t is not known what
27 steps , if a ny , t he Ea s t Honolu l u Wa ste Water Treatment plant
28 operato rs hav e t a ken; a n d
29

30 WHEREAS , there have reportedly been studies in the past ,
31 most recently i n 2006 , t h a t address t h e problem of odor
32 emissions f rom was te water trea tme n t plants and rec omme nd odo r
33 mi tigat ion solution s ; a n d
34

35 WHEREAS , representat ives of the Hawaii American Water
36 Company have told t he Ha wai i Ka i Ne ighborhood Board and the
37 c ommun i ty tha t the y have a l r eady i mpl e me nted s ome of t h e
38 recommendations mentio n e d in t h i s mos t recen t stud y , howeve r , it
39 has re fused to release t h a t study or to say whether i t has
40 implemented a ll the od o r mitigation r e c omme n d a ti on s in that
41 s t u d y ; and
42
43 WHEREAS , other treatment plan t s , s u c h a s , t h e Orange County
44 Sanitation District in Huntington Beach and Fountain Va lley ,
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Ca lifo r nia whi c h is t he th i r d l a r gest tre a tment fac i l i t y wes t o f
the Mississippi River , and more t ha n 50 times larger in capac i ty
f lows than the Ea s t Ho n o l u l u Treatment p lant have residen tial
deve l opments immedi ate ly adjacent to its fac i l ities , yet the
odor s have been c ontrolled t o such a n e x t e n t t ha t c omplaints are
rare ; now , t he r e fo r e ,

BE IT RESOLVED b y the House of Representat ives of the
Twent y - f ifth Leg i s l a t u re of t he St at e o f Hawa i i, Re gu l a r Se s s i o n
o f 20 0 9 , the Se nate con c u rr ing , that Hawaii Amer i c an Wa t er
Comp any is r equested t o devel op a n odor mitigation plan
identifying improvements and ope r a t i o n s it will take and a
s che dule f or implementation f o r t he Ea s t Honolulu Waste Wate r
Treatme nt p l a n t n o later t h a n September 20 0 9 ; a nd

BE IT RESOLVED that the Director of the State Department of
Health is requested t o moni to r t he imp l eme n t at i on of these odor
mitiga t ion mea s u res and t o repo r t to t he Hawa i i Kai Neighb o rhood
Boa rd on t he progr e ss of s u ch; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED t ha t Hawai i Ame ri c an Wa t er Company
is r e q u e s t e d t o present tha t plan t o the Hawa ii Ka i Neighborhood
Boa rd , t he Publi c Utilities Commission , the Director o f State
Department o f Health , the State Ho u s e and Senate representatives
o f Ha wa i i Ka i , and District 4 Hono lulu City Counc ilperson before
September o f 2009 ; and
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